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COMMUNIQUE OF POPE PAUL VI 
AND PATRIARCH ATHENAGORAS FROM JERUSALEM 


(Jerusalem) - Meeting on 6 January, Pope Paul VI and the Ecumenical 
Patriarch Athenagoras issued a joint communiqué in the following terms: 


"at the end of their meeting in Jerusalem, the Holy Father Paul VI and the 
Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, in agreement with his Holy synod, have 
acknowledged together the great significance of this event and have given 
thanks to Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who has guided their 
steps towards the Holy Land, where our common redeemer, Christ our Lord, 
lived, taught, died, rose again, and ascended into heaven, whence he sent 
down the Holy Spirit upon the infant Church. 


"This meeting cannot be considered otherwise than as a fraternal gesture, 
inspired by the charity of Christ, who left to his disciples the supreme 
commandment to love one another, to forgive offences until seventy times 
seven, and to be united among themselves. 


"The two pilgrims, with their eyes fixed upon Christ, the exemplar and author, 
together with the Father, of unity and peace, pray God that this meeting may 
be the sign and prelude of things to come, for the glory of God and the 
illumination of his faithful people. | 


"After so many centuries of silence they have now come together with the 
desire to put the Lord's will into effect and to proclaim the age-old truth 
of his Gospel entrusted to the Church. 
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"These common sentiments are manifested to all the members of their res- 
pective hierarchies and to all the faithful so that they too may participate 
in them, and offer renewed prayers to God, that the truth of the one Church 
of Christ and of his Gospel, the light and salvation of the world, may shine 
with ever greater brightness in the sight of all Christian people." 


There were two meetings in Jerusalem between the Pope and the Patriarch, 

after the first of which they listened together to the reading, in Greek ané 
in Latin, of the 17th chapter of St. John's Gospel and then recited together 
the Lord's Prayer, each in his own language. It is recalled that the last 
time a Pope met a Patriarch of Constantinople was in 1439, when Pope Eugene IV 
and Patriarch Joseph II met at the Council of Florence, EPS, Geneva 


SPEECHES OF THE POPE 
AND THE PATRIARCH IN JERUSALEM 


(Jerusalem) - The following is the English text of the speech addressed by 
Pope Paul VI on 5 January to the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras: . 


"Great is our emotion and profound our joy:in this truly historic hour, when, 
after centuries of silence and expectation, the Catholic Church and the 
Patriarchate of Constantinople meet once again .in the persans of their highest 
representatives. 


"Great and profound also is our. gratitude to you, who have kindly left tem- 
porarily your patriarchal see in order to come here to meet us. 


"It is, however, first of all towards God, the Lord of the Church, that the 
words of our humble thanksgiving ascend. 


"An ancient Christian tradition lovingly sees as the centre of the world that 
place upon which the glorious cross of the Saviour was erected, and whither, 
‘being raised up from the earth! He draws ‘all things unto Himself! (cf. 

Oni aad: 5 32). 


"Tt was fitting, then - and Providence has Lt POY, it - that it should be 
in this place, this forever blessed and sacred place, that, as pilgrims from 
Rome and from BO Nev ENO DEH) we should be able to meet ale be united in a 
common prayer. 


"You havé desired this meeting ever since the time of our unforgettable pre- 
decessor John XXIII, your esteem and affection for whom you did not conceal, 
and to whom, with striking intuition, you applied the words of the Evangelist: 
'There was a man sent from God, whose name was John! (John I, 6). 


"He too yearned for this meeting, as you well know, but his early death pre- 
vented him from realizing this desire of his heart. The words of Christ: 
'That they may be one, ut unum sint', repeated frequently by the dying Pope, 
leave no doubt as to one of his most cherished intentions, those for which 
he offered God his long agony and valuable life. 


"Doubtless, on the one side and on the other, the roads which lead to union may 
be long and sown with difficulties. But these two paths converge towards 

one another and eventually reach the sources of the Gospel. Te 4%. not, thems 
a happy augury that today's meeting takes place in that land where Christ 
founded His Church and shed His blood for her ? It is in any case an eloquent 
manifestation of the great goodwill which, thanks be to God, animates ever more 
all Christians truly worthy of that name: the will, that is, to work to sur- 
mount disunity, to break down barriers, the will to engage resolutely upon the 
path which leads to reconciliation. 
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'Divergencies of a doctrinal, liturgical, and disciplinary nature will have to 
be examined, at the proper time and place, in a spirit of fidelity to truth 
and of understanding in charity. What can and must now commence to develop 
is that fraternal charity, which is ingenious in finding out new ways of 
showing itself, which, taking its lessons from the past, is ready to pardon, 
more ready to believe well than evil, careful above all to conform itself to 
the divine Master and to allow itself to be drawn and transformed by Him. 


"Of such charity the symbol and example should be the kiss of peace which our 
Lord has permitted us to exchange in this holy land, and the prayer which 
Jesus Christ taught us and which we shall shortly recite together. 


"We cannot express how touched we are by this your gesture, nor are we alone 
in this: the Church of Rome and the Ecumenical Council will learn with deep 
joy of this historic event. 


"As for us, we raise towards God a grateful prayer, and we’ beg Him to help: us 
follow along this path and to bestow upon you and upon us, who have undertaken 
it with faith and confidence, that blessing which will ensure happy results. 
With these feelings, it is not a 'goodbye' that we say £o.'you, ‘but, Lf you 
allow us, an 'au_revoir', based upon the hope of other fruitful meetings. 

'TIn the name of the Lord, in _nomine Domanz ie 


The following is the text of the speech @elivered in Greek) by the Ecumenical 
Patriarch to Pope Paul VI: . 


"Holy Father in Christ, we give glory to God the Holy Trinity that, He ‘has 
brought us here, one from the East and the other from the West, so that we 
should meet in His holy name on this land which Our Lord sanctified by His life. 
This fills us with great joy, and it is this joy that I would emphasize at the 
moment when our meeting begins. 


"In this Holy Land, the voice of Christ was heard and His teaching was deliv- 

ered. It was here that He preached the Gospel of love and of salvation. 

Tt was here, a little before his glorious Passion, that He prayed in agony for 
the strengthening in the faith and for the unity of ali who should follow Hin. 


“We consider this conversation as an’ event, of the highest importance in the 
history and life of the Church - a conversation which could take place thanks 
to God's help. 


"We sincerely desire that the good intentions which have been present on either 
side in recent time, and which find their confirmation in this blessed meeting 
of our persons and our souls, may lead to a mutual communion and ‘to a greater 
submission to the will Of Gods in Tollowing the teaching of past centuries and 
in seeking to meet the needs of the present day. The Christian world has long 
lived in the dark night of separation, and the eyes of Christians are tired of 
gazing into the darkness. ; 


"May this meeting prove to be that radiant and blessed dawn, in the light of 
which future generations will take part with the same fervour in the Body and 
Blood of Christ and will be strengthened by charity and peace, in the unity of 
the ore Lord, our Saviour. 3 


"Holy Brother in Christ, we have been on our road for a long time, desiring to 
meet one another, and now we have found each other anew in God. Let us follow 
this road which opens up before us, and He will surely come to accompany US, 
as He did for the two disciples travelling to Emmaus. He will show us the 

b way to follow, and will hasten our steps towards the goal which we must attain. 


Rito Him be glory, power, and honour to eternity. " EPS, Geneva 
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MEXICO MEETING LOOKS AFRESH 
AT CHRISTIAN WITNESS TODAY 


(Mexico City) - "A church in any part of the world should no longer have to 
look for help in its local missionary responsibility to a single nation, 
race or denomination, -but should be able to call into partnership in its 
task »oth persons and resources from many different directions." 


"ta divided Church is not only a scandal; it can become responsible for the 
death of men's souls." 


"Let us grasp the meaning of the whole world as having been reconciled. 
Christians must be much bolder in claiming all things for God." 


Such are some of the main insights expressed in the final reportsof the four 
Sections of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of the WCC, which 
held its first meeting from 8-20 December at Mexico City. The whole meeting 
drew much of its inspiration from studies on certain key-words of the Bible, 
conducted by Professor Hendrik Berkhof of Amsterdam and the Rev. Philip Potter, 
a West Indian on the staff of the Methodist Missionary Society in London. 


The Sections were entitled: I - The Witness of Christians to Men of Other 
Faiths; II - Christian Witness to Men in the Secular World; III - The Witness 
of the Congregation in its Neighbourhood; °IV -~The Witness of the Christian 
Church across National and Confessional Boundaries. All four Sections had 

in common with each other and with many recent ecumenical conferences a 
recognition of the need for radical changes in the traditional structures 

and methods of the churches. Seeing the Christian mission as a single task 
"not, just. in three continents but in~six"', they called for a greater mobility 
and flexibility in a world which demands rapid action. And they wrestled 
constantly with the problem: "what is the relationship between God!s action 
in and through the Church, and everything He is doing in the world, appar- 
ently independently of the Christian community ?" 


In speaking of the attitude of Christians to men of other faiths, Section I 
spoke of the humility, sincerity, and patience required for such dialogue. 
"True dialogue with a man of another faith requires a concern both for the 
Gospel and for the other man. Without the first, dialogue becomes a pleasant 
conversation. Without the second it becomes irrelevant, unconvincing or 
arrogant ... it requires a transparent willingness to listen to what the 

other is saying and to recognize whatever truth be in it." 


The report of the second Section does not define the various uses of "sece 
ularization", but speaks of it chiefly as "the attempt of man to become 
emancipated from all forms of dependency", In many parts of the world the 
struggle for social and political justice, for more education and a better 
way of life, is a search for greater fulfilment both for individuals and for 
communities. Christian witness takes place within this struggle for "one 
world", not apart from it. "Tf we do not submit to God's loving hand, we 
will ‘surely receivé his judgement. For the Church is to be the bearer of 
hope to the world and is entrusted with this gift for the sake of the world." 


Section III deals seriously with its three terms of reference - witness, 
congregation, neighbourhood - and asks what changes are required in the 
witness of Christian communities, in a day when "neighbourhood" is often no 
longer a merely residential term. The mission of lay people is emphasized 
once more: ' ... the Church is to equip its people to be God's servants in 
the world, and new forms of congregational life are needed for the fulfilment 
of this calling." 
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Perhaps most striking of all is the fourth Section report which takes its 
start from some "formidable" truths: 


"There are many parts of the world where the Good News has not, been told. 
There are many sectors of life and culture, in which the Lordship of 
Christ is not acknowledged. 


There are millions all over the world who are estranged from the Christian. 
faith. 


Christian witness is not in words alone, but in life. The whole Church 
48 called to bear the witness to the world and to do so as one family 

in Christ. 

This requires crossing of national and confessional frontiers." 


Next steps suggested by the Section include these two: "the identification 
and survey of areas unreached by the GoSpel ...$3 and the presentation of 
the needs disclosed to churches and missions" and "that churches, mission 
boards and missionary societies should be encouraged to prepare plans by 
which the missionary force will become increasingly international, inter- 
racial and interdenominational". 


(See Appendix for the Message from the Mexico Conference and for the state- 
ment by the Youth Delegation. ) EPS, Geneva 


DICARWS'S 1964 PROJECT LIST 
ReouesTsS $16,1735539 


(Geneva) - The 1964: Project List of the World Council of Churches! Division 

of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, now being circulated to the 
churches for their support, is larger than ever. Similar in format to last 
year's List, it runs to 402 pages, compared with 282 in 1963, and contains 
details of approved ecumenical projects around the world for which $1 Ona 5 Doe 


“is requested. Of thiescum, SLl,0 71, 515 ce: sought) ani the coming twelve 


months, compared with 1963's requests for $B US s Ook 


Examples from the scores of projects set out in the list are: The Cape Flats 
Distress Association for its work among 50,000 non-whites of low incomes who 
are affected by the rapid urbanization of Cape Town, South Africa; equipment 
to train young refugees in Lebanon as radio and television mechanics; 4 
Mission to Truckers in Japan; the resettlement of 2,000 families who have 
been squatting in Sealdah railway station, Calcutta; and rural rehabilit- 
ation work in Haiti. 


African churches have put forward requests for projects totalling $4,308,091. 
A series of "special" projects in Europe, Asia, Africa, and Latin America 
requests a total of $3,512,628. And Special Refugee Service projects and 
the Christian Committee for Service in Algeria ask for a total of $2,225,500 
in the current year. 


The list includes details of the Division's Service Programme for which 
$1,506,300 is needed in 1964, ECLOF (the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund ), 
Ecumenical Teams, World Youth Projects, and Self-Help Projects. 


The Project List also invites churches to contribute 11,419,650 lbs of “none 
surplus" foods and 4,236,750 lbs of clothing for relieving the needy during 
1964 in Austria, Belgium, France, Greece, Italy, Poland, Turkey, and 
Yugoslavia. EPS, Geneva 
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POPE SENDS TELEGRAMS FROM HOLY LAND 
TO CHRISTIAN LEADERS 


(Geneva) - During his visit to the Holy Land, the Pope sent messages to 224 
‘leaders in church and state throughout the world. Among these were telegrams 
sent to the general secretaries of the World Council of Churches, the 

- Lutheran World Federation, and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 

The following is the text of the exchange of telegrams between the TORE and 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft: 


"From the land sanctified by the life, death and resurrection of the Saviour, 
recalling the Christian and fraternal collaboration of your observers at the 
Second Vatican Council and assuring you of our prayers, we send you our best 
wishes for peace and prosperity. 

. Paulus VI" 


"Most grateful for the fraternal message of your Holiness from the city of 
divine peace, and remembering the warm reception given to our observers, please 
accept Christian greetings and the assurance of our prayers for your ministry 
and ars the unity of the people of God, 

Visser 't Hooft" 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft also received a telegram of greeting from the Ecumenical 
Patriarch Athenagoras, on the eve of the latter’ departure from Istanbul to 
meet Pope Paul VI in Jerusalem. EPS, Geneva 


PATRIARCH OF MOSCOW SENDS REPLY 
TO PATRIARCH ATHENAGORAS 


(Moscow) - The following is the English text of a telegram sent by Patriarch 
Alexis of Moscow and All Russia to the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras of . 
Constantinople in connection with the latter's recent encounter with the Pope 
in Jerusalem: 


"With regard to the telegram which we have received from Your Holiness, inform- 
ing us of your Holiness's desire to meet the Holy Head of the Roman Catholic 
Church Pope Paul VI. during his pilgrimage to the Holy Land in the coming 
days of January, we consider it our brotherly duty, in accordance with the 
happy practice recently established among the Autocephalous Orthodox sister- 
churches to bring to the notice of your Holiness, beloved by us, that pro-- 
ceeding from our common Orthodox agreenient expressed in the Rhodes decision 
about our willingness to enter a proper and well-prepared dialogue on equal 
terms with the Roman Catholic Church in future, the Russian Orthodox Church 
considers your Holiness's coming meeting with the Roman Head as a meeting of 
two outstanding pilgrims to the Holy Land, which has nothing to do with the 
decision at Rhodes. I would myself participate in such a pilgrimage with 
pleasure if my health was good. enough to do it now. 


Patriarch Alexis" EPS, Geneva 


HCUMENICAL SERVICE IN THE CHURCH OF ST GERVAIS, 
GENEVA, TO BE TELEVISED 


(Geneva) - On the occasion of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity an 
ecumenical service will be broadcast by "Eurovision" on the 19 January from 


LOPca Ll as. The technical arrangements are being made by the Swiss Radio 
and Television Association. The Reformed Church of the Canton of Geneva and 
other non-Roman Catholic churches will cooperate in organizing it. The ser- 


mon will be preached by Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the 
wcc. He will speak in English, German, Dutch and French. One of the Bible- 
readings will be in English, followed by one in German. Orthodox hymns will 
be sung by a De Grae choir. EPS, Geneva 
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CONFLICTING REACTIONS IN GREECE 
TO MEETING OF POPE AND PATRIARCH 


(Athens) - Considerable dismay and opposition have been shown within the 
(Orthodox) Church of Greece at the meeting of the Ecumenical Patriarch 
Athenagoras with Pope Paul VI in Jerusalen. Vigils of prayer were organized 
"for the protection of Orthodoxy from the consequences of the dangerous 
tactics followed by the Ecumenical Patriarch with regard to the Vatican". 

In his New Year message, the Archbishop of Athens also condemned the policy 
of Athenagoras as fatal to Orthodoxy. 


A different attitude is adopted by a number of lay theologians of the Church 
of Greece, who consider that their church should not stand apart from other 
Orthodox churches in this matter. EPS, Geneva 


ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY ANNOUNCES 
NEW COMMISSION ON RELATIONS WITH ROME 


(London) ~ On 3 January, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. A. M. Ramsey, 
announced the formation of a Commission within the Church of England, with 
responsibility for relations with the Roman Catholic Church... The Commission, 
which will be attached to the Church of England's Council on Foreign Relations, 
will have as its chairman the patristic scholar, Dr. J. N. D. Kelly, principal 
of St. Bdmund Hall, Oxford. EPS, Geneva 


DR BENNETT ELECTED PRESIDENT 
OF UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


(New York) - Dr. John C. Bennett, Professor of Social Ethics and Dean at Union 
Seminary, has been elected President in succession to Dr. H. P. Van Dusen. 

Dr. Bennett, who is 61, is a minister of the United Church of Christ. He 

was educated at Union Seminary and at Oxford University in England and holds 

a number of honorary degrees. 


In 1927 he began his teaching career at Union in the field of systematic 
theology and philosophy of religion. After three years he became an assis- 
tant Professor and later associate xrofessor of Christian theology at Auburn 
(N.Y.) Theological Seminary, now associated with Union. 


Bight years later he went to the Pacific School of Religion at Berkeley, Cal., 
but returned to the Union faculty in 1943 as professor of Christian theology 
and ethics. In 1957 he was appointed tothe Chair of Applied Christianity and 

in 1960 to the Professorship of Social Ethics named in honour of his colleague, 
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr. 


He is co-chairman of the editorial board of Christianit and Crisis, and 

author of several. books dealing with the social and political implications of 
the Christian faith. He has had a long connection with the World and National 
Councils of Churches and is a member of the NCC's Department of Church and 
International Affairs. EPS, Geneva 
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DEATH OF FATHER WEIGEL, 
NOTED AMERICAN ECUMENIST / 


(New York) - The death was announced on 3 January of the Rev. Dr. Gustave 

A. Weigel, S.J., Professor of Ecclesiology at Woodstock College, Maryland. 
Father Weigel, who had only recently returned from Rome where he was serving 
as an adviser at the Second Tete eae, Council, died suddenly in New York at the 
age of 57. 


-For many years he had been a prominent figure in the ecumenical action of 
the Roman Catholic Church in the USA and had been active in ecumenical meetings 
and broadcast discussions with Protestant, Orthodox and Jewish leaders. Born 
in Buffalo, he joined the Society of Jesus in 1922, and was awarded a doc- 
torate in sacred theology by the Gregorian University at Rome in 1938 and a 
doctorate of divinity by Yale University in 1962. He was a corresponding 
editor of the magazine America, and had collaborated with Dr. Robert McAfee 
Brown in writing an influential book on ecumenism, An American Dialogue. 

EPS, Geneva 


STUDENT CONFERENCE. SENDS PETITION 
TO TURKISH GOVERNMENT 


(Athens, Ohio, USA) - At the 19th Ecumenical Student Conference, held here 
under the auspices of the World Student Christian Federation and the American 
National Student Christian Federation, most of the 3,000 delegates signed 

a petition to the Turkish Government, protesting against the barring of non- 
Turkish students from the Greek Orthodox Seminary on the island of Halki just 
off the coast of Istanbul. This Seminary is 300 years old and the only 
theological school under the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople. The petitions, which are to be sent to the Turkish Embassy 
in Washington and to the Turkish Government, included these words: "In ° 
view of the total and historic role the Seminary has played in the life of 
the whole Orthodox Church, and the fact that these restrictions drastically 
imperil that role, we respectfully appeal to the Turkish Government to recon- 
sider its decision of September, 1963." 


Among the speakers at the conference were the Rev. Malcolm McVeigh, a member 
of the Methodist missions board now on leave from Angola, who spoke of per- 
secution of Protestant Christians by Portuguese troops during the past two 
years, and the Rev. Kenneth Carstens, a South African now studying at Harvard 
University, who condemned the weakness of churches! resistance to the 
Government policy -of apartheid. He predicted, however, that the South 
African Government would shortly launch open persecution of Christians who 
opposed its will. EPS, Geneva 


RECONCILIATION OF CATHOLICATES 
WELCOMED BY ARMENIAN CHURCHMAN 


(Etchmiadzin) - Catholicos Vazken I, head of the Etchmiadzin Patriarchate 

of the Armenian Apostolic Ponmodas) Church, returned here from a world tour 
expressing "great satisfaction" over the healing of differences between the 
two branches of the ancient Eastern Church, both of which are members of the 
World Council of Churches. 


The Armenian Church split into two patriarchates in the 15th century, but 
while neither body was subordinate to the other, the Etchmiadzin Catholicate 
was recognized as having a primacy of honour. The present rupture occurred 
in 1956. Patriarch Vazken attributed the reconciliation to his meeting last 
October in Jerusalem with Catholicos Khoren, head of the Cilician patriarchate. 
} EPS, Geneva 


_" 
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IN BRIEF 
His Holiness Baselios Ghevarghese, Catholicos of the Syrian Orthodox Church 
in India, died on 3 January, aged 91. His successor, who had been elected 


during Catholicos Baselios! lifetime, is Metropolitan Mar Timotheos, a 
scholar in Syriac literature and history. He will be installed as Catholicos 
in the near future. . 


* * * 
Dr. Luther A. Weigle, chairman of the Standard Bible Committee of the National 


Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, recently announced to the 
General Assembly of the Council in Philadelphia that a Catholic 


-Bdition of the Revised Standard Version of the Bible is to be published in 
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Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1964. Reports of the plan and the expectation of 
an imprimatur from a British bishop had already appeared in the Catholic Herald 
and in the Sunday Times, London, 


* * * 


It is reported from New Delhi that the Indian Government has invited Pope 
Paul VI to visit India during the Eucharistic Congress to be held in Bombay, 
November ~- December, 1965. The Archbishop of Bombay is expected to convey 
a formal invitation to the Pope, on behalf of the six million Roman Catholics 
of India. 


* * ac 


Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. of Atlanta, Ga., the well~known integration 
leader, was named "Man of the Year" for 1964 by the editors of Time, the 
American weekly news-magazine. He is the first negro to be chosen since 
the "Man of the Year" designation began in 1927. Dr. King is president of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and co-pastor with his father 
of Ebenezer Baptist church in Atlanta. 


* * * 


Archbishop H. H. Clark, primate of the Anglican Church in Canada, has announced 
the establishment of an Anglican World Mission Fund, whereby it is hoped to 
raise $500,000 a year for the next five years, in addition to the present 
budget, to help needier parts of the worldwide Anglican Communion. The 
diocese of Toronto, where the Anglican Congress was held in 1963, recently 
voted to raise an extra $200,000 annually. 


* * 25 


The Rev. David M. Taylor, formerly vice-principal of the Anglican Theological 
College at Christchurch, has returned to New Zealand as general secretary 
of the National Council of Churches, in succession to the Rev. Alan A. Brash. 
Mr. Taylor was recently on the staff of the Australian Council of the WCC. 


* * * 


The membership of churches and synagogues in the USA showed the same increase 
(1.6%) as that of the population in 1962 and totalled 117,946,002 as compared 
with 116,109,929 in 1961. This total represents 63.4% of America's pop- 
ulation. The statistics are taken from the newly published Yearbook of the 
National Council of Churches. 
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Metropolitan Athenagoras, former Bishop of the Canadian diocese of the Greek 
Orthodox Archbishopric of North and South America, has been appointed 
Metropolitan of Thiatiron, with responsibility for the Diocese of Great Britain. 
Well-known for his ecumenical interest and for his recent visit to Pope Paul VI 
as emissary of the Ecumenical Patriarch, he played an active part in the 

World Conference on Faith and Order at Montreal in July, 1963. He is 
succeeded in Canada by Bishop Timotheos, who formerly served in South America. 


EPS, Geneva 
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Appendix 


Frum the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 


The meeting of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism which assembled 


in Mexico City from December 8~20, adopted at its closing session the follow- 


ing message which is addressed to all Christians in the world: 


"]) Our world is changing faster than it has ever done before. New patterns 
of life are taking form for the whole of mankind. In these revolutionary 
changes, science and technology play a decisive part. This means two things: 


it makes possible for masses of people sreater freedom, greater security, more 
leisure, and a-more truly human life; but it poses a great question - is 
technology to be the servant of man or his mas*er? Dicks..e cues tion (ofp tiie 
and death for the world. 


2) We who know the God of the Bible know that the growing dominion of man 
over nature is the gift of God, but also that it is a trust to be exercised 
in responsibility to Him. God's Lordship is the sole security for man's 
freedom. : | 


3) Knowing this: 


a. We affirm that this world is God's world. The very turbulence of 
contemporary life is a product of man's response, either in obedience or 
disobedience, to the living God. Men may not know this. They may 
ignore it. But the fact remains that God is Lord not only of creation 
but also of history. What is happening in the world of our time is 
under the hand of God, even when men do not acknowledge Hin. We are 
called to a sustczined eifort to understand the secular world and to 
discern the will of God in it. This means seeking to know what is in 
accordance with His »surpose and what is under His judgment. Thus we 
rejoice in all the possibilities for fuller life now open to men, but we 
affirm that man is only free in God!s service, and if he refuses that 
se-vice he will become the slave of other powers and will end in 
destroying himself, — 


be We affirm that the God whose world this is has revealed himself in 
Jesus Christ. He who is head of the Church is Lord of all. Heelies 
the name above every name. His love is for all mankind. He has died 
and risen again for all. Therefore we can go to men of other faiths or 
to men of none in humility and confidence, for the Gospel we preach is 
the account of what God has done and still does for all men. , All men 
have the right to know this, and those who do know it are committed to 
making it known. No one, and least of all Christians, can hold that it 
does not matter what men believe as long as they believe something. 

The ultimate issue in h'man life is precisely who God is, and this we 
know. in Jesus Christ. Christian witness does not rest on any kind of 
superiority in Christians; it rests wholly on the. commission from the 
Christ, who came for all men, to make Him known to all. Mission is the 
test of faith. 
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c. We affirm that all Christians are called to go forward in this task 
together, We believe that the time has now come when we must move 
onwards to common planning and joint action. The fact that Christ is 
not divided must be made unmistakably plain in the very structure of 
missionary work. Our present forms of missionary organization do not 
openly manifest that fact; they often conceal it. The far-reaching 
consequences for all churches must be faced. 


d. We thus affirm that this missionary task is one and demands unity. 

It is one because the Gospel is one. It is one because in all countries 
the churches face the same essential task. It is one because every 
Christian congregation in all the world is called to show the love of 

God in Christ, in witness and service to the world at its doors. It 
demands unity because it is obedience to one Lord, and because we 

cannot effectively witness to the secularized or to the non-Christian 
world if we are isolated from one another. We need the gifts God has 
given to each church for the witness of the whole Church, 


es We affirm that this inevitably means crossing frontiers. This is 
true of the Christian missionary, who leaves one culture and one nation 
to go to people of other cultures to proclaim the Gospel of Christ. 
Moreover, there is an increasing number of men and women who go to other 
countries than their own, as Christians, in commerce and industry, or 

in the professions or government service. This is a two-way traffic, 
and all such people need the prayerful support of the congregation from 
which they go out. 


But there are other frontiers we need to cross: the Christian congrega- 
tion must recognize that God sends it into the secular world. Christians 
must take their part in it - in office, factory, school, and farm, and in 
the struggle for peace and a just order in social and racial relation- 
ships. In this task they must seek the power of the Holy Spirit to 

bear witness, by word and by life, to the reality of the ete God, in 
whatever ways are open to them, 


4) We therefore affirm that this missionary movement now involves Christians 
in all six continents and in all lands. It must be the common witness of 
the whole Church, bringing the whole Gospel to the whole world. We do not 
yet see all the changes this demands; but we go forward in faith. God's 
purpose still stands: to sum up all things in Christ. In this hope we 
dedicate ourselves anew to His mission in the spirit of unity and in humble 
dependence upon our living Lord." 


* * * 


In addition we publish here the statement adopted by the Youth Delegation at 
the Mexico Conference, and addressed to the members of the Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism and to the Youth Department of the World Council 
of Churches: 


"We, 15 youth delegates coming from six continents of the world, have had the 
privilege of participating in this historic first meeting of the Commission 
on World Mission and Evangelism. 


4 
» 
<e 


— 


No, 1 - 9th January, 1964 24S 


This conference has been valuable to us in many respects. Through the 
regular Bible studies we have been helped to a deeper understanding of 

the Gospel we believe. Through the plenary lectures our vision has been 
broadened about our world which is caught up in social revolution. Through 
the work of the Sections we gained insight about the Mission of the Church 
in the secular world, in our neighbourhoods, across national and confessional 
frontiers, and to men of other faiths. Through the committees we have 
gained an appreciation of the practical and organizational problems that are 
being faced by the missionary movement today, and some of the ways that are 
being found to overcome them. 


W express our thanks to God for the opportunity of attending, for the in-" 
sight and understanding we have gained uf the missionary task confronting us; 
and for the glimpse we have received of the unity of the Church. 


This conference has made us realise with new force the urgency and compulsion 
fo> evangelism and world mission. As Chv-istian young people we are part of 
the whole world in which we live, and we have a responsible mission in this 
world. We must enter into the struggles of our time and work against misery, 
hunger, social injustice, racial hatred, and political tyrarny. There are 
great opportunities for Christian witness in secular organizations such as 
labour unions, student movements, political parties, etc., as well as in any 
job we hold. We realise that this will be difficult but we consider this to 
be our obedience to the Lord's will. 


It has become clear to us that this work must be done ecumenically. We 
recognize an unwillingness of many Christian youth to be associated with 
divided and splintered missionary enterprises. We feel deer ’.v the hopeless- 
ness of a divided witness, We must move forward on several fronts. 


1. We recognize the Mission of the “hurch as involving not just clergy and 
professional church workers. In fact we see the real evangelistic thrust 
into today's world coming through committed laymen and we therefore regret 
that there were so few laymen involved in this Conference. We urge that 
every effort be made to involve laymen more fully in the work of the 
Commission, 


2, We recognize that a large number of people, especially youth, throughout 
the world believe in secular ideologies, or live by practical atheisn. 
Therefore we feel that more attention should have been given at this confer- 
ence to the problem of communication of Christian faith to such people. 

This should be a matter of study by the Department of Evangelism and Missio- 
nary Studies. 


3, We are grateful for the promise of a new era in the missionary enter- 
prise through "Joint Action for Mission". We are convinced that joint 
action between denominations is essential. However, we have heard many 
church conferences making statements and expounding pious platitudes, but 
little real change has resulted. We urge churches and mission agencies to 
translate the decisions at Mexico City into action. We especially commend 
for joint action, the ministry on the university campus and other youth 
ministries. We call Christian youth to be ready to launch out into such 
united enterprises for Christian witness. 


4. In many parts of the world there exists a deep gulf between youth and 
the established church. There also exist conflicts between generations. 
Both are a threat to the mission and unity of the Church. We request our 
elders, aS well as our own generation, to recognize this and to work towards 
a dynamic community within the Church. 
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5» As Christian young people we share certain aspirations. We want to be : 
actively involved in the secular world. We know that many are prepared to 
engage themselves fully in the processes of social change needed to renew 
our society and nations. We want to be human. We know that many young 
people are willing to serve the world in need in their own home countries 
and elsewhere. We believe that in these and other ways the Spirit of God 
is leading the youth of our time to new missionary tasks. We urge the 
churches to provide us with new forms of worship and fellowship, which will. 
give us the nurture to fulfil these aspirations and new tasks. 


6. We affirm that Christian youth are full members of the Church, and as 
such should assume full responsibility in its life and mission. We rejoice 
in the fact that we have been able to participate in all aspects of. this 
conference and express our views. We do hope that more such opportunities 
will be provided for youth, for their effective participation in the life 

of the Church at local, national, and international levels, 


{» We feel that the great world to be won today is the world of youth.. 
Youth farm the majority of the world's population. We feel that the 
churches must take seriously their mission to youth, and remind the: yvuuth 
of the churches that they must carry the brunt of this task, as Christian 
youth are the best evangelists among youth. We urge youth to give them- 
selves wholly where God is working to heal human lives, and to realise both 
the witnessing dimension of service as well as our Christian calling to 
express in words the reason for our servanthood. 


We know that we do not stand alone in these convictions; we also know that 
the way ahead of us is rough and difficult but we are confident because we 
have the promise of Him who declared, 'Lo, I am with you always!'," 


* * *% 
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BAPTIST LEADERS 
VISIT U.S.S.Re 


(Londen) - "Fellowship between different religious traditions is one of the 
features of the present situation, which may one day have influence far 
beyond the borders of the Soviet Union", says British Baptist Union secretary 
Dr. Ernest Payne reporting in the current issue of The Baptist Times, ou a 
12-day visit to the USSR in the latter part of December. 


Dre Payne describes a reception given by Russian Baptists for him and Baptist 
World Alliance associate secretary Erik Rudén, who travelled with him. 

Among guests at the reception were government officials, representatives of 
the Orthodox Church, and the Mufti of Tashkent. 


Another reception was given to the Baptist visitors by Archbishop Nikodin. 
"He told me", writes Dr. Payne, "that during the Christmas festival he hoped 
to attend a service in the Leningrad Baptist Church". 


Dr. Payne, who is also vice-chairman of the Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches, and Dr. Rudén visited churches in Moscow, Thilissi 
(Tiflis), Baku, and Yerevan. In Tbilissi the Baptist congregation of 750 
members is in three parts - Russian, Georgian, and Armenian - each with its 
own pastor. The visitors were entertained in Tbilissi by the Satholicos of 
the Georgian Orthodox Church, who took them on a tour to the ancient cathe- 
dral near Mtskteta. 


About half the population of Baku, on the shores of the Caspian Sea, is of 
Muslim stock. There the visitors were "courteously received and entertained 
at the Muslim headquarters, learning something of the new relationships there 
are between the different religious groups in the Soviet Union". An Ortho- 
dox priest attended the three-hour service in the Baptist church in Baku. 
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The 300-member Baptist church in Yerevan, which "lies under the shedow of 
Snow-covered Mount Ararat", also honoured the visitors with a three-hour 
service. 


During the weekend spent in Moscow, Dr. Payne reports, they attended three 

services at the Baptist church, which was on each occasion "packed down the 
aisles and to the doors and beyond, in the manner which many visitors have 

described". At one of the services 20 converts were baptized. 


As to religious toleration, Dr. Payne says, "Our brethren have to walk 
warily, but it is possible to make progress even if one is ina rather tight 
jacket. 


"An official of the Ministry of Cults, who received us, reminded us that the 
USSR is an atheistic state, though its constitution guarantees freedom of 
worship and its leaders are well aware that religion cannot be abolished by 
administrative decrees. 


"Our brethren are in good heart", says Dr. Payne. "They have sufficient 
for their material needs, we were told more than once, What they ask is 
Bur UPA Versa i: es EPS, Geneva 


RELIGIOUS LEADERS ISSUE PLEA 
FOR WORLD DISARMAMENT 


(London) ~ Anglican, Protestant, and Jewish religious leaders were among a 
group which signed a letter to The Times calling upon the British pe: ple to 
mobilize public opinion in favour of world disarmament. 


Joining with other signers of the letter who included former Army chiefs and 
scientists, they appealed to the people of Britain to take up the challenge 
of the late President ccidaeteaaecs for oa ay and. Aik biaoeaIe debate" on the 
armaments problem. 


"We are convinced", they wrote, "that Britain with the Commonwealth could 
play a major°part in carrying a negotiation for multilateral, world-wide dis- 
armament through to success. 


"We hope, therefore, that all men of good-will in our country, irrespective 
of party, will make their utmost effort to mobilize and-express the public 
opinion of the nation in favour of this most urgent of reforms, 


"The world has suffered an irreparable loss by the President's tragic death; 
we believe that the best tribute which the British people could pay to his 
memory would be to respond to his call, and to help carry further the work 
which he began," 


The letter.also expressed concern that the Moscow Test Ban Treaty, which had 
been regarded as "a first. step" towards further disarmament, should "all too 
quickly, perish" because it was not followed up. 


They quoted the late President Kennedy's speech to the American people in 
which he had pleaded with them to share, along with military, scientific, 
and political experts, in the debate on the armaments problem: "...the right 
and the responsibility are yours". 


Signers of the letter included Archbishop Arthur M. Ramsey of Canterbury; 
Dr. James Stewart, moderator of the Church of Scotland; Dr. Ithel Jones, 
moderator of the Free Church Federal Council; and Chief Rabbi Israel Brodie 
of England. . EPS, Geneva 
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LWF TO SET UP ECUMENICAL 
PROGRAMME FOR TANGANYIKAN REFUGEES 


(Geneva) ~ A new Christian refugee service is to be set up in Tanganyika by 
the Lutheran World Federation at the request of the World Council of Churches. 


The action is being taken with the concurrence of the Christian Council of 
Tanganyika, which last year asked the WCC Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service to foster the development of 4 refugee assistance 
programme in that country» 


It nonstitutes the first implementation of a new agreement between the wcc 
division and the LWF Department of World Service whereby in specified circum- 
stances the latter will carry out service programmes on behalf of the wider 
ecumenical community. 


Because of diverse developments in eastern Africa in the past year or CWO, 
there are now more than 13,000 refugees in Tanganyika. They have come from 
Ruanda, Kenya, Sudan, and Mozambique. 


Programme director of the new Service will be George Farquharson, 4 44-year- 
old Anglican layman from Scotland, who for the past two years has been 
working in Hong Kong as supervisor of the LWF/WS refugee self-support and 
rural rehousing department and = more recently - also as coordinator of its 
disaster relief programme. EPS, .Geneva 


EPISCOPALIANS ASKED TO 
SUPPORT RACE PROGRAMME 


(New York) ~A special appeal to Episcopalians in the United States to share 
financially in the on-going struggle for racial justice has been issued by 
the Rte Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, Presiding Bishop of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church. 


In a letter addressed to "the people of the Episcopal Church", Bishop 
Lichtenberger stressed that "the search for racial justice in our country 
continues to produce difficult and painful situations within which the 
church is called to minister. 


"Rach of us", the letter said, "is involved in the struggle for racial 
justice, some by the circumstances of conflict in which they live; others 
less directly but nonetheless actively; all by our prayers, our citizen- 
ship, and our giving". 


Bishop Lichtenberger's appeal grer out of a directive of the church's National 
Council at its December quarterly meeting requesting the Presiding Bishop to 
make an appeal at every level of the church's life to give its members an 
opportunity to contribute to the church!s programme for racial justice, 


The money - a goal of $150,000 has been set - will be used for the increasing 
number of clergy and laity and their families caught in tense racial situ- 
ations who require emergency assistance, medical care, vocational and legal 
help, and other forms of aid. EPS, Geneva 
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PATRIARCH SAYS POPE PAUL 
PROPOSED ANOTHER MEETING 


(Amman, Jordan) ~ The Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras told newsmen here 
that Pope Paul VI wishes to have another meeting with him, but as yet no 
date or place has been fixed, Religious News Service reports. 


He made this disclosure as he prepared to board a plane for oan after 
his historic meeting with the Pope in Jerusalem. 


"T am in favour of personal contects", Patriarch Athenagoras said in comment- 
ing on the Pope's proposal. 


Meanwhile, he added, "we must develop the Jerusalem meeting through closer 
cooperation between the two churches", | EPS, Geneva 


NCC LEADER HAILS PRESIDENT'S 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST POVERTY 


(New York) - Full endorsement of President Johnson's call for a concentrated 
attack on poverty in the United States was expressed here by Dr. R»H. Edwin 
Espy, general secretary of the National Council of Churches. 


In a telegram to the Chief Executive, the NCC leader said the Protestant- 
Orthodox. organization "welcomes every opportunity to cooperate in an all-out 
effort to remove this unnecessary human hardship from our people" 


The President, in his State of the Union message to Congress, had declared 
"unconditional war'' on American poverty and urged all citizens to join the 
effort, 


"Unfortunately, many Americans live on the outskirts of hope, some because 
of their poverty and some because of their colour, and all too many because 
of both'', the President said. "Our task is to help replace their despair 
with opportunity." 


Dr. Espy recalled in his telegram that an NCC-sponsored consultation in 
January, 1962, had called for the elimination of “persistent pockets of 
poverty" in the country and has been the stimulus behind many church- 
Supported programmes to this end. EPS, Geneva 


MENNONITES PLANNING HELP FOR 
PARAGUAY DROUGHT VICTIMS 


(Akron, Pa.) - The Mennonite Central Committee is planning to feed some 
145,000 Paraguayans, Indians, and Mennonites in the drought-stricken East 
“araguay and Central Chaco areas with US government farm surplus products. 


Since MCC does not stockpile emergency relief food in Paraguay, the US 
Embassy and the Catholic Relief Services agreed to loan the necessary 
supplies so that the colonies! urgent request for food can be met immedi- 
ately.. 


The emergency feeding programme is likely to continue six months, in which 
time it is hoped that new crops can be planted and harvested, MCC head- 
quarters here reported, EPS, Geneva 
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TARRAGONA ARCHBISHOP FAVOURS FREEDOM 
OF WORSHIP, BUT CONDEMNS PROSELYTISM 


(Madrid) ’ - Benjamin Cardinal de Arriva y Lastro, Archbishop of Tarragona, at 
a press conference here, said he favoured freedom of worship for non-Catholics 
in Spain, "but there must be no proselytism on their part. 


"After all", he added, "Spain is a Christian country and already has the 
Gospel". | 


The press conference was held to mark the end of year-long celebrations in 
Spain commemorating the 19th centenary of the coming of the Apostle Paul to 
this country. 


Cardinal de Arriba, who has spoken out on other occasions in the past against 
the "threat of Protestant proselytizing", called attention to what he said 
was the propaganda being promoted by "books, pamphlets, reviews, and even in 
foreign radio broadcasts". He reminded the faithful that the "spiritual 
focus" of the Spanish nation was based on devotion to the Holy Eucharist and 
the Blessed Virgin, and allegiance to the Pope. Protestantism, he said, had 
never been able to gain a footing in Spain because "the Protestant heresy 
consists in a denial of these devotions", EPS, Geneva 


AVOID WINE IN COMMUNION 
FOR ALCOHOLICS, BISHOP URGES 


(Bristol) - The Anglican Bishop of Bristol has authorized rectors to admin- 
ister Holy Communion under one species — bread - to communicants who have 
won their fight against alcoholism, 


Dr. Oliver Tomkins, in a message to diocesan clergy, said "special attention" 
and "concern" should be taken for former alcoholics. 


The bishop said he noted that many fear taking Holy Communion because the 
wine conceivably could stir leanings toward the habit they had fought long 
to overcome. 


"There are many cured alcoholics", he said, "who have such a strong aversion 
to even the smell of alcohol, that they have given up being communicants to 
avoid contact with alcohol". 


Bishop Tomkins said that the ancient Christian tradition of taking only the 


bread at Holy Communion should be practised in the case of alcoholics, Bt 
receive only in one kind is to receive the fullness of the sacrament", he 
said. EPS, Geneva 


BERLIN PASSES WELCOMED BY 
CHRISTIAN PEACH CONFERENCE 


(Budapest) - The Working Committee of the Christian Peace Conference (Prague) 
has welcomed the programme of providing passes which allowed West Germans to 
visit relatives in East Berlin during the past Christmas season as providing 
a "model ..- of humaneness in solving political problems", 


The arra gement was not only a "humane" one, but one that is "necessarily a 
part of the policy of relaxation of tension", a communiqué issued at the con- 
clusion of the meeting here said, EPS, Geneva 
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NORWEGIAN BISHOPS ASK END 
TO APARTHEID IN SOUTH AFRICA 


(Oslo) - The Lutheran Bishops! Conference of Norway has appealed to the 
South African government to "let the Christian idea of human worth e+. lead 
to a radical change of course and of racial policy before it is too late", 


Apartheid is "contrary to fundamental Christian concepts", they @eclared in 
a Statement which they asked the Norwegian government to transmit to the 
authorities of the Republic of South Africa. 


The bishops said they "are acquainted with the delicate racial situation in 
South Africa" and "acknowledge the positive attempts made by the government 
and church there", 


Nevertheless, they added, "we regret that the apartheid policy ... is 
steadily enlarging the difference between the races and leading to increased 
violence", EPS, Geneva 


LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
SHIPS GRAIN TO KOREA 


(New York) - A shipload of barley sent to Korea by Lutheran World Relief 
will be used to pay workers on a restoration programme on the island of 
Kojae, the material aid agency announced here. 


The Rev, Ove Nielsen, assistant LWR executive secretary, reported that in 
addition to the 120,000 pounds of grain, the agency has agreed to provide 
$7,538 in funds to buy and transport 100 shiploads of sand, gravel, and 
stone needed for the work, 


Mr. Nielsen, who recently visited Korea, said a landslide last summer 
destroyed Kojae Middle and: High School, a Christian institution, and took 
7O lives. Heavy rains which produced the slide, he said, also caused the 
loss of the island's barley crop. 


Materials for reconstruction of the school will be supplied by US Armed 
Forces Assistance to Korea, in a civic action programme to improve social 
and economic standards. EPS, Geneva 


FELLOWSHIP TO AID THOSE PRESSURED 
FOR STANDS ON RACE, SOCIAL ISSUES 


(Atlanta, Ga.) - Clergy and lay members of the Presbyterian Church in the US 
(Southern) are being urged to enlist in a new organization formed by the 
denomination to give financial and moral support to persons whose stand on 
racial and other social issues has brought them economic pressures. 


Called "A Fellowship of Concern", the group already has about 150 members, 
Members must sign a statement of commitment and pay $25 into a fund desig- 


nated for the economic relief of persons under hardships because of their 
Social witness. ! | EPS, Geneva 
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ALL CHRISTIANS CHALLENGED TO 
WRITE "NEW HISTORY" OF RECONCILIATION 


(Geneva) - Bishop Emilianos, representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
to the World Council of Churches' headquarters, said in an interview here 
that the historic meeting in Jerusalem between the Pope and the Ecumenical 
Patriarch places upon all Christians "the obligation to write a new history 
together based on mutual understanding and on a sincere desire to reconcile 
the world with God, and to be reconciled one with the other. 


"The present situation forces the leaders of the churches to forget the past, 
to overcome the obstacles and to meet one another", he declared in an inter- 
view published in the Swiss weekly, La Vie Protestante. 


Noting that although no theological dialogue took place in the meeting of 
the Pope and the Patriarch, Bishop Emilianos said that nevertheless the 
encounter had been instrumental "in breaking down a barrier which had ex- 
isted for nine centuries and has created an atmosphere favourable for 
closer contacts and for theological dialogue. 


"Tt is no exaggeration", he continued, "to say that we are now living in the 
dawn of a new era in which polemics and uncharitable statements will no 
longer exist. The fact must be stressed that the Ecumenical Patriarch 
does not in any way wish to restrict the dialogue between Rome and Con- 
stantinople and that he has proposed a conference to be attenied by leaders 
of all the Christian churches. 


"This proposal", he added, "sprang from the fact that the Ecumenical Patri- 
arch fully realizes the seriousness of the present world situation... If 
the world is to survive, all the churches must understand what unites them, 
their common heritage: the Christian Gospel and the Holy Church." 


Bishop Emilianos suggested that such new dialogue as now must be started 
should deal with practical questions such as the need for a collaboration 
to bring about spiritual and liturgical renewal, development of a joint 
attitude towards neo-paganism, and the training of clergy and lay leaders. 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Baptist churches around the world will observe Baptist World Fellowship 
Sunday, February 2. The date - the first Sunday of each Febru- 
ary - is marked by the Baptist World Alliance as a time for the world's 
estimated 25 million Baptists "k) think of their common faith, to pray for 
one another, and to seek, according to the Scriptures, to bear one another's 
burdens", The observance will mark the beginning of a world-wide Baptist 
"Year of Evangelism". 


* * * 


Alan Paton, the South African author, has sent an appeal to the governments 
of Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, urging their delegates to the United Nations 
to propose the appointment of a special Commission of Enquiry into the 
Situation in South Africa. 
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From January 26 through February 2 young people in thousands of Protestant 
churches throughout North America will observe Christian Endeavour Week, 

The week's activities will include special rallies, church services, confer- 
ences, banquets, parties, radio and television broadcasts, evangelistic 
visitation, leadership workshops, and many other projects. "These My 
Brethren" is the theme for the observance, which marks the 83rd Sanhbee oy 
of the founding of Christian Endeavour. 


 *% * X 


Karly documents of the World Conference on Faith and Order are now available 
in microfilm from the Board of Microtext of the American Theological Library 
Association. These cover correspondence files of the first Secretary 
easy. minutes of the Episcopal Church's Commission on Faith and Order 
1910-1949 and minutes of that Commission's Executive Committee (1910-1927). 
Together these constitute 858 lineal feet of film. The price is $105 - plus 
shipping charges. The films may be procured separately, or portions of the 
film may be supplied as required with a minimum charge of $5. Enquiries 
should be addressed tos Raymond P. Morris, Chairman, ATLA Board of Microtext, 
Yale Divinity School Library, 409 Prospect Street, New Haven 11, Conn.,-.USA, 


* * * 


Seven new missionaries were sent during 196% to join 19 others serving in 
Cameroun, West Africa, under the European Baptist Mission Society, the 
society's general secretary, Herbert Mascher of Bad Homburg, Germany, has 
announced. fhe European Baptist Mission Society is the cooperating agency for 
Baptist unions in nine European countries which do not have their own for 

work abroad. It was established in 1954. 


¥* * * 


The Eleventh World Day for Leprosy Sufferers will be observed January 30 by 
churches around the world. The observance was originated in 1994 by 
M. Raoul Follereau of the Order of Charity in France. 


* * * 


Establishment of a theological faculty at one of Finland's universities out- 
side Helsinki has been requested of the government by the 1963 Church Assembly 
of Finnish Lutheranisn. At present the state university in Helsinki is the 
only one in the country having a faculty of theology. Even though it trains 
mare Lutheran divinity students than any other institution in the world, it 

is not able to fill the national need for theological graduates, 


* * * 


Raul Cardinal Silva Henriques, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Santiago, has 
authorised qualified and specially trained laymen to preach at Sunday Masses 


in his archdiocese. The cardinal's initiative was seen as a move to cope 
with the clergy-shortage that has become a critical problem of the church 
in most Latin American countries. It is expected that the experiment will 


see laymen occupying the pulpits in many of Santiago's 150 parishes. 


* F * 


Mr. J. Irwin Miller, a Columbus, Ind., industrialist and immediate past 
president of the National Council of Churches (USA) was named "Man of the Year" 
here by the Indianapolis Times. The first layman to head the NCC he was 

cited both for his NCC leadership and his contributions to Indiana culture 

and business. 


* * * 


= 
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A list of mission projects costing a total of $625,000 has been drawn up by 
Germany's new Evangelical Association for World Mission. The association 
was organized in 19643 by the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKID) and the German Evangelical Mission Council to coordinate the cverseas 
mission activities of the country's Protestant territorial churches. Dr. 
Niels Peter Moritzen, acting general secretary of the association, said the 
mission projects were those which exceed the capacity of individual churches 
and mission societies. Included are projects in the fields of religious 
radio and journalism, he said, 


ee ae % 


Seven Protestant denominations have united in the State of Washington (USA) 
in a drive to gain active support of all churches for the proposed ordinance 
to ban racial discrimination in housing which will be voted upon on February 
11 in Tacoma and on March 10 in Seattle. Baptist, Protestant Episcopal, 
Lutheran Church in America, Disciples of Christ, Methodist, United Church of 
Christ, and Presbyterian churches have formed Churches United for Racial 
Equality (CURE). 


* ¥* ¥ 


The Hungarian Bible Council, through the Publications Department of the 
General Assembly of the Reformed Church, has published 90,000 Bibles and 
43,300 New Testaments in the past seven years, Hungarian Church Press reports. 
The council is comprised of representatives from the various evangelical 
churches of Hungary. Translation commissions are at work on a new trans- 
lation of the Bible into Hungarian. As sections are completed these are 
issued in order to make the trial text accessible to experts and others for 
criticism and comment, The Old Testament commission has thus made the new 
translation available in instalments, each in an edition of about 1,200 
copies, through the Book of Ezekiel. The trial text of the New Testament 
was published in 1952. 


~ * ¥* 


seventy-six men and women from six US Protestant churches have completed five 
months of intensive preparation for Christian missionary service overseas at 
the Missionary Orientation Centre, Stony Point, N.Y. The missionaries will 
go to several countries of Asia, Africa, and Latin America to do a variety 

of jobs including agricultural demonstration, the ministry, nursing, teaching, 
Social work, and radio and television work. The interdenominational Centre, 
opened in 1961, is one of the few institutions in the United States specifi- 
cally for the training of overseas missionaries. Its programme combines 
broad studies of world social and economic forces with the theology pertinent 
to the problems that missionaries will encounter on the field. 


% * *% 
For the first time a woman has been named as chairman of a church synod in 


owitzerland. The Synod of the Reformed Church in Schaffhausen will be 
presided over by a laywoman, Mademoiselle Friedel Walter. 


& * ¥ 


A meeting of Danish Lutheran bishops in Copenhagen has decided to invite 
delegates from the Russian Orthodox Church to visit Denmark, 


* * ¥* 
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Antonio Cardinal Caggiano, Archbishop of Buenos Aires, attended Christmas . 
Eve ceremonies at the city's Russian Orthodox Church of the Assumption of 

the Virgin Mary. The Roman Catholic prelate attended the services upon the | 
invitation of Archpriest Thomas Herasimchuk of the Russian Orthodox parish. | 
After the services, Archpriest Herasimchuk said the presence of the Argentine 
Catholic Primate indicated the closer ties now existing between Roman Catho- 

lic and Orthodox Churches and the “possibility of Christian unity". 


* * * 


Protestant church women in the United States are seeking to raise $100,000 
in 1964 for the Division of Languages at the Japan International Christian 
University near Tokyo. The goal was announced by the Women's Planning 
Conimittee of the Japan International Christian University Foundation through 
which 14 major Protestant bodies in the US and Canada give the university 
most of its support. 


* * * 


The Ministry of Security of Vietnam has announced that "anyone who commits 
any act of violence against churches, against the homes of Christians, or 
against Christians themselves, will be summoned to appear before the military 
tribunal, and in certain serious cases will be subject to the death penalty". 


* * * 


The University of Jena in East Germany has created a Chair Of Sclentiiie 
Atheism. Named as the first professor to occupy the position was Dr. O. 
Klohr. 


* * * 


In the United States a first national study conference to examine church-= 
state reletions has been called by the National Council of Churches at 
Columbus, Ohio, on February 4-7. Some 450 delegates from 17 member denomi-~ 
nations of the NCC and nine Protestant bodies not in the cooperative associ- 
ation are expected to take part in the conference. In addition, about 50 
observers - including official Roman Catholic and Jewish representatives - 
will participate. 

* * * 


The State Council of the Canton of Vaud, Switzerland, has announced it will 
no longer allow tax exemption to the Moral Rearmament Movement, which has its 
international headquarters at Caux. It said the morement no longer meets. 
the requirements as a public service organization. 


* * * 


A mosque set up in a railway-carriage is touring the West German railway 
system.to serve Turkish workers in West Germany. EPS, Geneva 


CORRECTION 


A story printed in EPS No. 46, December 12, 1963, headed "Missions Leaders 
Study Plans for Theological Education, Literature Programmes", incorrectly 
reported that Dr. Nathan Pusey, president of Harvard University, hai presented 
a report on behalf of a special advisory group of the Theological Education 
Fund to the meeting of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism in 
Mexico City. The report was presented on behalf of Dre Pusey and the other 


three members of the group, but Dr. Pusey, himself, was not present at the 
meeting. 
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$20,000 SENT TO AID VICTIMS 
OF BENGAL RIOTS 


(Geneva) - Two international Christian organizations have cabled $20,000 (US) 
to Calcutta to underwrite the relief work that the Bengal Refugee Service is 
carrying out among the thousands of victims of the recent riots there. 


They are the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation and 
they were acting on behalf of Church World Service and Lutheran World Relief 
who have together made the money available from funds subscribed by congre~- 
gations in the United States of America. 


In a cable received by the World Council of Churches, Geneva, the Rev. Keith 
Dowding, director of the Bengal Refugee Service, said that vehicles of this 
organization were allowed throughout the curfew hours to take food and medi- 
cines through burning streets to houses, schools, and parks where people were 
sheltered guarded by troops with fixed bayonets and automatic rifles. 


"Bengal Refugee Service took the first food for three days to places like 
abattoirs, where 5,000 people sheltered", the cable reported. "The total 
helped exceeds 40,000. We have used 10,000 loaves, 6,000 chappaties (Indian 
pread), 2,500 lbs of dried milk, and 5,800 lbs of wheat flour. 


"Doctors of the Bengal Refugee Service are carrying out mass immunizations 
against epidemics." 


Tf further relief is required, the World Council of Churches will appeal to 


its 209 member churches in 80 countries for the funds. needed. 


The Bengal Refugee Service is an agency of the National Christian Council of 
India and is financed by contributions from member churches of the World 
For nearly three years it has been carrying out a 
many-sided programme of relief and rehabilitation among the millions of 


. World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
Id Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 
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people in Bengal who were uprooted by the partition of India and Pakistan. 
EPS, Geneva 


SPECIAL COMMISSIONS TO CONTINUE 
"DIALOGUE" OF POPE AND PATRIARCH 


(New York) - Archbishop Iakovos, primate of the Greek Orthodox Church of 
North and South America, said in a press conference here on his return from 
Jerusalem where he accompanied the Ecumenical Patriarch in his historic 
meeting with the Pope, that the two leaders are expected to appoint special 
commissions to continue the "dialogue" launched by their encounter. 


Archbishop Iakovos told newsmen that it is expected the commissions will be © 
broadly representative of the leadership of each church. He suggested that 
the commissions would probably meet separately first and later jointly to 
discuss key questions involving doctrine, liturgy, and church discipline. 


(Later the’ archbishop met with Francis Cardinal Spellman, Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of New York. ' It was reported they talked about the fsa fet 
of commission sub-committees. ) 


The archbishop. told the press conference that he plans ts Peonate a, cutee 
meeting "sometime, somewhere" of all religious leaders of the world "to 
examine the social ills of our times", EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH'S EMISSARY 
VISITS POPE PAUL VI 


(Rome) - Greek Orthodox Metropolitan Athenagoras of Thyateria has paid a 
"courtesy call" on Pope Paul VI here to express the Ecumenical Patriarch's 
"sense of gratification" for their recent meeting in Jerusalem. 


It was the Metropolitan's second visit with the Pope. On December 28 he 
visited Rome as an official envoy of the Patriarch to help prepare plans for 
the historic meeting: | . EPS, Geneva 


QUAKERS PROTEST U.S. BAN 
ON SOVIET PEACE GROUP 


(Philadelphia) - The Friends Peace Committee of the Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting has called upon the US State Department to reconsider its position 
denying seven representatives of the Soviet Peace Committee admittance to the 
USA in late January. 


"We strongly urge visas for the Soviet Peace Committee", said the Quaker 
committee's telegram, signed by aye 3 chairman, Dr. Robert A. Clark, a promin- 
ent physician, ‘and sent to Frank Siscoe, director of the State Department's 
Soviet and Bastern European Exchanges. 


The cemmittee said the Soviet delegation was scheduled to arrive in New York 
January 22 as the guest of the Committee for Non-Violent Action, and planned 
to visit several cities, until February 6. . EPS, Geneva. 


No. 3 - 23rd January, 1964 il 3 


SECOND ASSEMBLY SCHEDULED OF 
BAST ASIA CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 


(Bangknk, Thailand) - The role of the Christian in Asia today will be the 
principal theme uf the Second Assembly of the East Asia Christian Conference 
at Bangkok, Thailand, February 25 to March 5, 1964, 


Two hundred Asian church representatives from 15 nations will meet. there for 
their first assembly since Kuala Lumpur in 1959. They will represent 
Christian churches in Australia, Burma, Ceylun, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, Korea, Malaya, Okinawa, the Philippines, Bast and West Pakistan, - 
Thailand, and New Zealand. 7 gira 


"Much of our thinking and planning for this Assembly centres on what is 
-demanded of us if we are to be more obedient and faithful to our Lord Jesus 
Christ in the world", the conference working committee declared at Jaffna, 
Ceylon, recently. . 


NWe want to look further into what this means for the congregation and its 
traditional patterns, at the place of the Christian home and family in 
society and at the Church's freedom in new Asian states." 


The Assembly will also be significant as the first major review of the life 
and work of the EACC since its formation, 


Special reports to be presented will deal with: The Apostolate of the Laity; 
Theological Education; Evangelism and Asian Missions; the Church and Nation- 
pbuilding; Student and Youth Movements; Towards a United Church. 


Pre-assembly studies deal with the missionary structure of the congregation, 
religion and the State and the Christian home in Asian society. 


During the Assembly commissions will focus attention on issues related to 
Christian living, Christian encounter with persons of other faiths, and the 
renewal of the Church, 


The third series of John R. Mott lectures will be delivered en the theme 
"Grace and Apostleship". 


During the week before the Assembly, special conferences will diseuss planned 
parenthood, Asian missionaries, and confessionalism. 


The Fast Asia Christian Conference was formed at its first Assembly in 1959 
with the aim of helping Asian churches to work and plan together, to assist 
each other and more effectively to carry out their common task of proclaim- 
ing Christ to all men. 


Its chairman is Bishop Enrique Sobrepena, of the Philippines; Dr. DG. Moses 
of India is vice-chairman; Dr. D.T. Niles of Ceylon, general secretary; U 
Kyaw Than of Burma, associate general secretary; the Rev. Alan A. Brash, New 
Zealand, secretary for Inter-Church Aid; and Dr. Soritua Nababan of Indonesia 
is-youth secretary, f 


(Note to Editors: Applications for press accreditation should be sent to: 
Mr. Vaughan Hinton, Australian Council of Churches, 511 Kent Street, Sydney, 
Australia.) EPS, Geneva 
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CARDINAL BEA SEES STUDY AS 
FIRST POINT OF COLLABORATION 


(Rome) - Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for the 
Promotion of Christian Unity, hailing the "memorable" meeting between the 
Pope and the Ecumenical Patriarch, said here that the field of study probably 
would provide the first possibility for collaboration between Protestants 

and Roman Catholics. 


"T should imagine first and foremost, the possibilities of collaboration in 
study, the exchange of books and theological publications, biblical exegesis, 
beoks of pastoral and catechetical theology", Cardinal Bea said in an inter- 
view quoted by Vatican Radio. mr 


The cardinal added: "It is well known that the Holy See from 1949 onwards ... 

directed that collaboration should be sought with non-Catholic Christians in 

such fields as do not directly touch upon the faith - charitable activity, 

the defence of human rights, and the defence of the moral and natural law." 
EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIANS AND BUDDHISTS 
EXCHANGE SCRIPTURES IN JAPAN 


(Tokyo) -~ With the object of "promoting world peace through religivus under- 
standing", a ceremonial exchange of the Bible and a collection of writings 
sacred to Buddhists was made at a lunch held here recently under auspices of 
the Japan Bible Society. Present were Japanese Christian leaders and rep- 
resentatives of the All-Japan Buddhist Association. ee 


The ceremony symbolized the presentation of thousands of Bibles - 2,500 are 
called for in the first instalment - to Buddhist priests, which is being 
financed with a gift of nearly two and a half million yen ($6,912) to the 
Japanese Bible Society by the Danish Bible Society. At the same time 
Christian leadens are receiving copies of the sacred Buddhist scriptures, 


Speaking at the ceremony general Secretary Ahokai Azubu of the Buddhist 

Association endorsed the exchange and stressed the need for "a spiritual 

confrontation of the growing atheism and materialism of a new age in Japan". 
EPS, Geneva 


NON-VIOLENT DEMONSTRATION BACKED 
WHEN ALL OTHER EFFORTS FAIL 


| 
(Indianapolis) - A special study committee of the Christian Churches (Disciples 


of Christ) has approved the use of non-violent demonstrations where all other 
means of gaining racial justice fail. 


In a ten-point statement, the committee said that "demonstrations and non- 

violent direct action programmes would normally follow, not precede, efferts 
to work out satisfactory solutions to the problems through conferences, con~ 
Ciliation, and legal process", EPS, Geneva 
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ONE CONGREGATION IN PERU 
OPERATES CHILDREN'S HOME 


(Geneva) - Peru's single Lutheran congregation has a unique social welfare 
programme. By itself it owns and operates a home which cares for 45 aban- 
doned youngsters of the community, ranging in age from six months to four 
years. 


Details of the undertaking were outlined here at a meeting of the governing 
committee of the Lutheran World Federation!s Community Development Service. 
The CDS is a joint agency of the LWF Commissions on World Service and World 
Mission and the Committee on Latin America which screens project proposals 
outside their regular programme budgets for referral to Pe eases donor 
organizations, 


Sponsor of the project is the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Peru, a multi- 
lingual congregation of some 475 families. The venture began about two 
years ago with donations from members of the church toward the support oF a 
few Peruvian children. — | 


The congregation plans to construct a new children's home on a residential 


tract near Lima's old airport. It already has purchased the land and has . 
had architects draft the plans. In addition to the land purchase, the 
congregation is raising $22,000 toward the project. its ‘application. vo. the 


CDS for an additional $50,000 in funds was approved here and the Swedish 
National Committee of the LWF has agreed to provide this amount. 
EPS, Geneva 


RIVER THAMES BLESSED 
IN ORTHODOX SERVICE 


(London) - The River Thames was blessed during the Orthodox Church Ceremony 
of the Blessing of the Waters held on the Thames Embankment last Sunday. 
The ceremony was conducted by Archbishop Anthony of Sourozh of the Russian 
Orthodox Church. Tt was held shortly following a rally of Protestants, 
Orthodox, and Roman Catholics, in Trafalgar Square marking the opening pues 
of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (January 18-25). 


For members of those Orthodox churches which still follow the Julian Calendar, 
the date was the Feast of the Epiphany and the Baptism of Our Lord in the 
River Jordan. 


Following the ceremony there was a céremonial procession through the streets 
to the’ church of St. Dunstan-in-the-West for a vespers service held according 
to the Orthodox tradition. The address at this service was delivered oY 
Father Vladimir Rodzianko of the Serb poyeet os Church in London. 

EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICANS AND ROMAN CATHOLICS 
IN UGANDA CHURCH COUNCIL 


(Kampala) - The first full meeting of Uganda's newly formed Joint Christian 
Council - comprising both Beene and Roman pornos ace ~ will be held here 
this week, 


Two members of each diocese of the Anglican Church of Uganda and of the Roman 
Catholic Church of Uganda will be present at the meeting. 


. | 
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The Most Rev. Leslie Brown, Anglican Archbishop of Uganda, reports the meet- 
ings will "have no political significance and membership in the Council is 
open to all churches which practise baptism and accept the Apostles! Creed". 
He said it is hoped other churches in Uganda will join the Council, although, 
in fact, the vast majority of Uganda's Christians are either Anglican or | 
Roman Catholic. EPS, Geneva 
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APPEAL FOR CHRISTIAN COOPERATION 
IN SOCIAL WORK | 


(Bombay) - Stressing that the spectacle of division is "one of the stumbling- 
blocks preventing many non-Christians from approaching Christ", Valerian 
Cardinal Gracias, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Bombay, told a recent meeting 
here that Christians of different denominations must seek to reduce "the 
incidence of division at least in the field of social welfare work", 


In an address to the first national convention of diocesan directors of the 
Indian hierarchy's charity organization, Cardinal Gracias declared: "People 
must be humanized before they are spiritualized".. He added that one of the 
main aims sought by the Second Vatican Council is to present the Roman Catho- 
lic Church to the world as "an institution in the service of the poor and 
needy". EPS, Geneva 


DISARMAMENT OFFICIALS GET 
WORLD COUNCIL STATEMENT 


(Geneva) ~ Copies of the statement on "The Test Ban Treaty and the Next Steps" 
adopted by the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at its last 
meeting in August, 1963, have been forwarded to the heads of the delegations 
of the 18-nation Conference on Disarmament which resumed in Geneva Tuesday, 
January 21. 


The statement was sent to the disarmament talk leaders by the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs, a WCC agency, which noted in a cover- 
ing letter that the Central Committee statement, while welcoming the treaty 
"as a constructive agreement in the nuclear stalemate", had emphasized its 
view that only a first step had been taken. 


Specifically, the letter noted, the Committee had suggested as "next steps, 
international agreement and control over underground tests, mutual inspection 
teams to safeguard against surprise attacks, the establishment of nuclear 


free zones, a non-aggression pact, and the prevention of military competition 
in outer-space", 


It stressed that in the past CCIA statements have emphasized that "the trend 
is virtually as important as the immediate result", 


"Today", the CCIA officials declared, "we venture the view that the inter- 
national climate is favourable to an acceleration of the pace toward general 
and complete disarmament", 


Heads of delegations to whom the letter and statement were sent included: 
The Hon William Foster (USA); Mr. Peter Thomas, MP (UK); Ambassador Semyon 
Tsarpkin (USSR); and Dr. Dragoslav Protitch, special representative of the 
UN secretary general to the conference. 


The letter was signed by Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, CCIA director, and Dr. Elfan 
Rees, CCIA representative in Europe. EPS, Geneva 
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WATIONAL PAPER REBUKES 
SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH JOURNAL 


(Johannesburg) -~ The Johannesburg Star has expressed sharp disapproval ef the 
pesition taken by De Kerkbode, official journal of the Dutch Reformed Church 
(Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk) concerning its attitude towards the recently 
formed Christian Institute of Southern Africa. (See EPS No. 33, 1963) 


"We can only hope that De Kerkbode's deplerable attitude to (Institute lead- 
ers) the Rev. Beyers Naudé, Dr. J.B. Webb, Bishop Burnett, Dr. J- Dalziel, 
Prof. AS. Geyser, and the Rev. E.E. Mahabane and those associated with them 
in this great venture is not representative of the thinking ef all Christians 
in the Dutch Reformed Church", the Star said. 


"(This attitude) is certainly not worthy of that great church and its long 
and proud record of ashievement in the evangelical field in Africa." 


The executive committee of the General Synsd of the Nederduitse Gereforneerde 
Kerk has expressed disapproval of the Institute on the grounds that: 

(a) 1ts formation must necessarily lead to ~pposition to the racial and 
exsumenical views of the church; (b) the Institute is entering the domain of 
the church by taking upen itself certain functions belonging to the calling 
and sphere of the church; and (c) the church has from time to time, accord- 
ing t. needs established the necessary bodies and channels for consultation 
and adjustment of relationships between mother and daughter (mission) 
churches and the promotion of ecumenical interests. 


De Kerkbode has also charged that the Institute is a "religious front" fer 
the South African Institute of Race Relations because its Board of Managers 
includes a Roman Catholic. 


The Institute, organized last year, is a multi-racial body set up for the 
"furtherance of Christian ideals" partieularly with regard to race relations 
in the Republic. EPS, Geneva 


PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS OPERATION HELD 
IMPEDING CHURCH'S "PRIMARY TASK" 


(Philadelphia) - Operati»n of parochial schools diverts the church "from its 
primary task", it was stated in a document unanimously adopted here by the 
Lutheran Church in America’s Board of Parish Education. 


The 10,500-word paper, product of a year-long staff study, declared that 
religious eduvation is best provided in church and home and general educatien 
yy the public schools. 


"In a pluralistic society", it said, "the state is the best equipped of all 
social institutions to ensure that an opportunity for an adequate education 
is provided for all its citizens... 


'To ask the church to set up a system of education, even for its own members, 
in order to transmit culture and to guide the growth of pupils in the total- 
ity of their educational needs is to divert it from its primary task." 


Parochial schools should be established, it stated, only after intensive 
examination of local sonditions and resources and only when it has been deter- 
mined that "public schools in a given area fail to assume their responsibility 
for maintaining high educational standards and providing adequate and equal 
opportunities for all pupils..." EPS, Geneva 
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SPANISH PROTESTANTS PREPARE 
STATEMENT OF FAITH 


(Madrid) ~ Representatives of the evangelical churches in Spain meeting here 
have prepared a document explaining "the common faith of the Protestant 
churches of Spain" to be presented to the government in its discussion of 
the proposed law which would recognize the legal rights of Spanish Protest- 
ants. The document is expected to be presented to the government this 
month, ; . 


The meeting prepared the document after hearing a’ report from the executive 
secretary of the Commission for Legal Defence on recent conversations between 
commission representatives and government officials. 


He reported that members of the government wished to have before them a 
document from the Protestant churches for reference in their discussion of 
the proposed legislation. | 


Churches represented at the meéting were the Spanish Evangelical Church, the 
Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church, the Union of Baptist Churches, the 
Federation of Independent Baptists, and the Brethren, 


The proposed legislation would grant Spanish Protestants equal rights with 
the Roman Catholics permitting them, among other things, to hold government 
positions. EB, Geneva 


LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
SUPPORTS ASIAN PROGRAMMES 


(New York) - Lutheran World Relief directors here approved more than $100,000 
in grants for 1964 programmes in Hong Kong, India, Jordan, Korea, and Taiwan. 


The grants included: $50,625 toward the $518,760 annual budget of Korea 
Church World Service to be used for material aid, social casework, self-help, 
and community projects; and $21,698 toward the Committee of Relief and Gift 
Supplies of India's National Christian Council. 


LWR directors, holding their annual meeting, re~elected as the agency's 
president Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the Lutheran Church in America 
and chairman of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 

EPS, Geneva 


USSR JOURNAL CALLS FOR MORE 
ANTI-RELIGIOUS POSTERS 


(Moscow) - The Russian periodical Literaturnaja Gazeta has urged the display 
of more anti-religious posters in all parts of the USSR as a means of stepping- 
up the campaign in support of atheism, 


The journal complained that during the past few years only about a dozen 
posters of this kind had been issued and that only some 30,000 copies of. 
these had been distributed. EPS, Geneva 
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MORE EQUITABLE CAPITAL DISTRIBUTION 
URGED BY PROTESTANT, ROMAN CATHOLIC GROUPS 


(Benn) - The more equitable distribution of capital in Western Germany is 
urged in a pamphlet issued jointly here last week by Protestant and Roman 
Catholic groups. 


Stressing that private ownership of property is one of the fundamentals ofthe 
economic and social order in which men's freedom is guaranteed, the memo- 
randum urged the promotion and encouragement of capital savings and home 
buildings by the masses. It also advocated measures enabling workers to 
obtain a direct or indirect share of ownership of the means of production. 


The recommendations were worked out jointly by the Protestant Association 
for Employees' Questions and the Social Department of the Central Committee 
of the Roman Catholic Church in Germany. They were based on the papal 
Encyclical "Mater et Magistra" and on the memorandum on "The Formation of 
Capital in a Responsible Society" published in April 1962 under the auspices 
of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) EPS, Geneva 


DR. NIEMOLLER WARNS AGAINST DANGERS 
OF “ORGANIZATIONAL UNITY" 


(Hamburg) - Dr. Martin Nieméller, head of the Church of Hesse-Nassau, Germany, 
and a president of the World Council of Churches, has taken issue with the 
idea that "organizational unity" is the goal to be sought by the Christian 
churches. 


In an interview published in the daily newspaper Die Welt, Dr. Niemdller said 
that neither Protestants nor Roman Catholics desired unity on that basis. 


Their concern today, he said, "is to make our fellowship in the faith clear 
to the world". In the present stage of efforts for unity, he emphasized, 
there must be common activities, practical cooperation between clergy and 
joint intercession "as long as (such activities) do not lead to an organiza- 
tional structure". He voiced a specific warning against "haste, impatience, 


and the temptation to imagine that the future will be a swift gallop to 
We Gy e 


The question of mixed marriages must be viewed and solved in the light of 
such fellowship, he added. He deplored the “exploitation of mixed marriages 
as opportunities for propaganda", They are not "something terrible", he 
declared, but, on the contrary, they provide precisely the point where "the 
encounter in faith, fellowship of faith and of witness can be expressed". 
EPS, Geneva 


"PRATERNAL SERVICE" UNIT 
URGED FOR ROMAN CATHOLIC YOUTH 


(Niederaltaich, Germany ) ~ Formation of an "ecumenical fraternal service" 
programme in which young Roman Catholics would work in projects to help 
needy Protestant and Orthodox church members, was suggested in a radio broad- 
cast here by a prominent Roman Catholic ecumenist. 


Father Ansgar Ahlbrecht, editor of Una Sancta, the publication of the Roman 

Catholic Institute, said such a service would be a logical extension of the 

collections being taken in many Roman Catholic churches in Europe during the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity to aid members of other churches. 
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He suggested the first place such a service could be undertaken would be in 
the Cologne-Bonn district. Here a Protestant group has a programme in co- 
operation with Roman Catholics to aid homeless people. It is seeking more 
Roman Catholic helpers, Father Ahlbrecht said workers of the two confessions 
could "work together, live together and pray together as a way of preparation 
for. Christian: unity", EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN SYNOD CALLE FOR CLOSER 
RELATIONS WITH ROMAN CATHOLICS 


(Bad Godesberg, Germany) - Closer relations between Protestants and Roman 
Catholics is urged in a ae ene adopted here by the synod of the ee 
cal Church in the Rhineland. 


"We want to get to know one another better, to try to understand one another 
in honest theological study, and to help one another", the statement. declared. 


"We.are prepared to cooperate in an ecumenical spirit wherever possible. But 
we do not entertain any emotional hopes that an organizationel association 
is to be expected in the near future." 


The statement called upon Protestant churches to "reconsider the act accomp- 
lished by God in the Reformation", It went on to describe the question of 
mixed marriages as the "most painful oberacie: to practical cooperation. 


"We hope that the (Second Vatican) Council will not conclude without removing 
this. grave obstacle to inter-confessional relations which is a weight on. the 
conscience of partners in such marriages", it said. 


The Synod also sent an official request to the Council of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EXD) "to give a Protestant answer to the Pope's request 
for forgiveness". (See EPS No. 36, 1963) 


In an earlier session the Synod dealt with the question of the second 
marriage of divorced persons, According to the new regulations a pastor 
asked to remarry divorced persons must carefully examine each individual case, 
to see whether such a marriage can be authorized. He also must discuss the 
matter with church officials. If a second marriage is refused, the appli- 
cants can then appeal to the Board of the District Synod, with which the 
final decision rests. : EPS, Geneva 


UNITY GROUP TO DISSOLVE; 
TO TURN OVER WORK TO CHURCHES 


(Frankfurt) - A group of Protestants known as "Die Sammlung" which has worked 
for several years to improve relations between Roman Catholics and Protestants 
in Germany will be dissolved, organization officials have announced here, 
bevause they believe the work should now be taken over officially by their 
churches. 


The organization's president, Dr. Wolfgang Lehmann, the Protestant theologian, 
writing in the current issue of its bulletin, said that members are convinced 

that "we must bring about unity with Rome, not through the Protestant ~“hurches! 
return to the Roman Catholic Church, but through the process of these churches 
finding one another on the basis of the common basic teachings of Christianity. 


: 
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"Phe Reformation was nothing but an appeal to the Roman Catholic Church", he 


wrote, "The concern of the Reformation was to carry out reform within the 
Church - not to create divided churches." He added that it should be the 
special concern of Protestant churches to "rediscover the lost truths pre- 


served in the Roman Catholic Church", EPS, Geneva 


REPORT.ASKS SWEEPING CHANGES 
IN CHURCH QF ENGLAND STRUCTURE 


(London).- Sweeping changes in the ministerial structure and pastoral 
machinery of the Church of England are outlined in a report published here 
this week by the church's Central Advisory Council for the Ministry, 


The report was based in the main on answers toa questionnaire by the church's 
clergy in a survey on the deployment and wayment of clergy conducted by Mr. 
Leslie Paul, a prominent suciologist, who is: the Council's research director. 


One of the report's major conclusions was that, while the Church of England 
is badly short of manpower, it was not using effectively the clergy at present 
available to it. 


Among other things the report: 


- Proposed the establishment of a central board to plan the church's staff 
requirements and to take over all forms of "private patronage" which still 
controls appointments to many churches} 


- Called for restriction of the length of time bishops and vicars vould 
hoidvieorfiice, It suggested fifteen-year tenure for bishops and ten years’ for 
cathedral clergy, with the possible renewal for a further five years; 


- Urged that curates be directed where the need is greatest for five years 
after ordination; 


= Advocated the bringing of the laity more fully into the ministry; 


- Proposed a plan to'institute major parish zones in which clergy would 
work as a team in large city areas. 


The. report is scheduled to be debated vy the Church Assembly on February 4. 
It will be introduced by Dr. Kenneth Riches, Bishop of Lincoln, chairman of 
the Central Advisory Council, who has called it "the most impoxtant document 
ever to comé before the Church Assembly". 


The report emphasizes that what most impedes the flexibility of the deploy- 
ment of the church!s manpower is the present system of "freehclds and patron- 
age", One of the principal among the report's recommendations is a pro- | 
posal: that every freehold shall be transformed into a leasehold as it falls 
vacant, or within a term of ten, years, whichever comes first, 


Such a plan, the report said, would give bishops the power to transfer clergy 
according to population and the needs of special areas. ' The report shows 
that, by and large, clergy in country areas are ministering to tiny congre- 
gations, while there are not enough clergy in the big cities. 


It uses as an example the country dioceses of Hereford, Norwich, and Exeter, 
where there is one clergyman for every 1,000 persons, as compared with the. 
cities of Birmingham, Liverpool, and Sheffield, where the ratio runs as high 
as one to 6,000. 3 


aa 
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In publishing the report the Advisory Cauncil stressed that there is need to. 
double the annual number of ordinations. Tt said in reference to the pro- 
posals suggested by Mr. Paul that changes at "breakneck speed" in the secular 
world require that "the church may need to make changes as the church uf Rome, 
to mention no others, has been discnvering lately. 


"The parish system given to us in its essentials by Theodore of Tarsus in the 
seventh century has served us well, as have newer methods of parish work ; 
introduced by Dean Hook and others over a century ago... New times are likely 
to require some new methods", it declared. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Church members in the United States have been urged to deluge their congress-— 
men with letters in a mass effort te avert a "fatal delay'' in passage of 
pending civil rights legislation. The "call to action" in support of the 
bill was issued by the National Council of Churches! Commission on Religion 
and Race, . . 


* * * 


Dr. Gunnar Hultgren, Lutheran Archbishop of Uppsala, Primate uf the Church 
of Sweden, has announced that among many distinguished churchmen, several 
Roman Catholics have been invited to the celebrations, next June 12-14, of 
the 8th centenary of the formation of the Diocese of Uppsala. 


% ¥* * 


Executives of churches and councils of churches in the United States will 
have an opportunity to improve their administrative skills in a new inter-: 
denominational training programme subsidized by a grant of $129,700 from 

the Lilly Endowment, Inc. Dr, Roy G. Ross, who retired last year as general 
secretary of the National Council of Churches, heads the inter-denominational 
committee planning. the programme, 


* * * 


Cardinal Josef Frings, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Cologne, has issued a 
pastoral letter warning the faithful against mixed marriages with Musil ims. 
The letter also stressed the dangers in marrying Protestants, and draws 
attention to the fact that nv decision has been taken by the Second Vatican 
Council with regard to modifying present Ruman Catholic legislation in this 
area, 


* * % 


Some 12,000 Roman Catholics and Jews in New Orleans, La., attended an open 
house given recently by the city's Protestant and Orthodox churches. The 
plan, sponsored ty the Greater New Orleans Federation of Churches, called = 
"Project Understanding", was acclaimed by all participants. "Where else", 
asked one, “would you find a Roman Catholic asking a theological question 
of a Jew in a Protestant church?" 


* * * 
White and Negro ministerial associations in Elizabeth City, North Carolina, 


have merged into a single interracial group, with officers representing 
both races. . 


* * * 
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West Germany's highest civilian award - the Grand Cross, First Class, of the 
Order of Merit - has been presented in New York to Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, 
president of the Lutheran Churen in America, for his leadership in "creating 
the excellent cooperation between German Lutheran ohurches and the Lutheran 
churches cf America and the rest of the world". It was the third award by 
the Bonn Government to Dr. Fry, who is chairman of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches. Previously he has received the Commander's 
Cross and the Knight Commander's Cross. 


The Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate has voted to send an official com- 
munication concerning the Jerusalem meetings between Pope Paul VI and the 
Foumenica. Patriarch to all the Orthodox churches. 


* * * 


A network of 15 local recording studios in 11 countries of Africa and Asia 
now produce programme tapes in different languages that are beamed to these 
and other countries by the powerful Radio Voice of the Gospel in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. Newest additions to the 100,000-watt chortwave network, owned 
and operated by the Lutheran World Federation Broadcasting Service, are 4 
Persian-language studio in Teheran, Iran; a Nyanja-language one in Lilongwe, 
Nyasaland; and a Telugu-language one in Guntur, India, 


* * * 


The flow of drugs from the United States to medical mission stations overseas, 
cut to a minimum by the ransom deal negotiated with President Fidel Castro of 
Cuba for the return of prisoners captured during the abortive Bay of Pigs 
invasion, hag returned to normal, an official of the Christian Medical Society 
has announced in Wheaton, I1l., USA. He said that during 19643 drugs sent 
abroad by the agency totalling $2,000,000 represented a cut of 20 percent 

from the record total of $2,500,000 reported in 1961. 


¥ * * 


The ratio of Protestants in relation to population in France has declined 
drastically in the past century new statistics reveal. New figures show 
there are 785,000 Protestants in the country today, as compared with 800,000 
a century ago, In the same period the population has increased by 20%. 

The present number is composed of 460,530 members of the Reformed Church of 
France; 297,050 Lutherans, and 20,000 Baptists, and some 7,000 wthers in a 
variety of smaller churches. 


* * * 


Three prominent US religious leaders have been named trustees of the 10 
million dollar John F. Kennedy Library in Massachusetts. Richard Cardinal 
Cushing, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Boston; Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, chief 
executive officer of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA; and Rabbi 
Nelson Glueck, president of the Hebrew Union College, New York City, will 
serve with a large board headed by Eugene Biack, retired president of the 
World Bank. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
WILL MEET IN RUSSIA 


(Geneva) - Odessa, in the USSR, will be the site of the next meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, WCC officials have 
announced at the organization's headquarters here. The meeting is scheduled 
February ll - 14. 


It will.be the first meeting of the World Council ever held in the USSR. The 
14-member policy-making body will meet in Russia at the invitation of the 
Orthodox Church of Russia which became a World Council member at its Third 
Assembly in late 1961. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the Lutheran Church in America, 
is Committee chairman. Vice-chairman is Dr. Ernest Payne, general secretary 
of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland. The WCC!s six presidents 
are ex-officio members of the Committee. 


Following, the meeting Committee members will spend about a week touring the 
USSR visiting churches and conferring with leaders of both the Orthodox and 
other WCC-member churches there. 


Committee agenda items will include reports from Dr. Fry and Dr. W. A. Visser 
14 Hooft, WCC general secretary, and from various WCC divisions and depart- 
ments. Preliminary plans also will be made for the meeting of the WCC's 
Central Committee early in 1965 some place in Africa. 
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A report from the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a WCC 
agency, will include a review of disarmament negotiations and developments 
in such tension spots as Cyprus, Panama, Tanganyika, and Ganzibar. 


The Committee also will hear a report on the second session of the Second 
Vatican Council to be presented by the WCC's observer Dr. Nicos Nissiotis, 
associate director of its Ecumenical, Institute. 


Member churches of the World Council in the USSR, in addition to the Russian 

Orthodox Church, are the Armenian Apostolic Church, the Estonian Evangelical 

Lutheran Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia, the Georgian 

Orthodox Church, and the Union of Evangelical Christian Baptists of the USSR, 
. EPS, Geneva 


RUSSIAN CHURCH LEADER PREDICTS 
MORE CATHOLIC~ORTHODOX CONTACTS 


(Moscow.) = Patriarch Alexei of Moscow, supreme head of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, in a statement made public here, spoke out in favour of further con- 
tacts between Roman: Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy which, he said, could 
"lead to a dialogue between the- churches" in the interest of Christian unity. 


The Patriarch's statement was issued in reply to written questions submitted 
by the Moscow correspondents of a number of foreign publications in the wake 
of Pope.Paul's recent pilgrimage to the Holy Land and his meeting there with 
Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, supreme leader of Eastern Orthodoxy. 


Entitled "Declaration of the Moscow Patriarchate on the. ContemporaryRelations 

between the Orthodox and the Roman Catholic Church", the statement described 
the meeting between the Pope and the Patriarch as "a natural consequence of 
friendly, mutual contacts already started between the Roman Catholic Church 
and some local Orthodox churches ...". : 


"Though these meetings could not have an all-Orthodox significance, we con- 
sider them to be a vivid.witness of what is taking place today to create a 
friendly atmosphere in the relations between Catholicism and Orthodoxy," the 
| statement said. , | 


"We think that further development of contacts could lead to a dialogue bet- 
i ween the churches in which, on the part of Orthodoxy, all the sister churches 
should participate. 


Patriarch Alexei added that "we see prospects of development of relations 
pbetweén the Roman Catholic and the Orthodox churches in their mutual aspiratior 
to fulfil CGhrist!s commandment for the unity of all His followers". 


He concluded his statement by voicing the hope that the Catholic and Orthodox 
churches would actively fulfill their "general duty to serve toward the recon- 
ciliation of mankind and the consolidation of a durable peace in the whole 
world’ EPS, Geneva 
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"ABSOLUTE SEPARATION" OF CHURCH AND STATE 
REJECTED IN LUTHERAN CHURCH STUDY 


(New York) - A 14,000 word study document, which rejects the principle of 
"absolute separation" of church and state, has been issued here by the 
Lutheran Church in America. 


The paper, produced after two years! study by a nine-member commission, 
stressed the pluralistic, complex nature of American society and declared 
that church and state can work in a "mutually beneficial relationship" and 
at the same time remain true to their own "nature and task". 


The document's conclusions are described by LCA officials as "ethical guidance" 
and not as “unattainable ideas, inflexible principles, or unbreakable rules 
and, regulations", 


The document opposed the position of what it called present-day "separationists" 
who insist that "Americans must now quickly repair. the many holes that past 
generations have permitted in’ the mythical wall separating the realms of the 
!'sacred! and the!secular'. 


We dare never forget that the same God is Lord of the nations as well as head 
Sawine church"; abt said. 


At the same time it. declared that the state can aid the church in many ways 
without risking an official "establishment" of religion. 


"In the other direction," it was observed, "we have found many ways by which 
the church, solely through the 'free exercise! of its divine mandate, is 
thereby also of help to the state o.." 


The document which has been published in booklet form will be distributed to 
the LCA's 6,900 clergymen and also to delegates to the National Council of 
Churches! February 4 - 7 conference on church and state. EPS, Geneve 


BELIEF IN GOD NOT REQURED , ett 
OF CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS : 


(New York) - The United States Court of Appeals has ruled unanimously here 
that a conscientious objector need not acknowledge belief in God in order to 
gain exemption from service in the armed forces. 


In a 22-page opinion the three-man Court said the section of the draft law 
dealing with CO's which requires belief in God or a Supreme Being is uncon- 
stitutional. 


“We are convinced", the Court said, 'that the believer in a Supreme Being is 
not for That reason alone more entitled to have his conscience respected by 
Bearatt board". It added: 


"We feel compelled to recognise that requirement of belief in a Supreme Being 
no matter how broadly defined, cannot embrace all those faiths which can 
validly claim to be called treligions!,' 


The ruling reversed the conviction in May, 1963, of Daniel Andrew Seegar, 28, 

an employee of the American Friends Service Committee here, in charge of the 

organization's college student programme. Mr. Seegar based his objection to 

military service on personal principles and said he felt "the existence of 
God cannot be proved or disproved. ..," 


)The ruling will be automatically appealed to the US Supreme Court since, it 
- voids a section of federal statute, BPS, Geneva 


— 
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CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA TAKES STEPS 
TO STRENGTHEN ITS ORGANIZATION 


(Secunderabad, India) - Church of South India leaders meeting here have. 
approved a number of proposals designed to strengthen the church's organization 


The steps taken at the biennial meeting of the church's Synod grew out of dis-- 
cussions of CSI officials with representatives of missions and churches which 
help support it, nearly all of whom were present at the meeting. 


They included plans to strengthen the central office, appoint a full-time 
assistant secretary, build a new synod office in Madras, strengthen the central 


working committee, and provide more assistance for the moderator. 


A report of discussions noted that missions officials had expressed their 
willingness for "very thorough integration and mutual cooperation" and had 
favoured "a stronger central control" within the church. 


The conversations between church and mission officials were based on an 18- 
month survey by a special synod commission. Entitled "Renewal and Advance", 
the survey was highly critical of many aspects of the church's life. 


It called for further integration, decreased dependence on foreign support, 

and "stern scrutiny" of all aspects of the church's work. Most of. these recom: 
mendations involve work in the dioceses and were passed along to them with the 
Synod's strong urging that they undertake "thorough self-examination" and seek 
"renewal of life". 


In other sessions the Synod heard reports of progress in union conversations — 
with Lutheran churches in South India and approved most of a first draft of 
a statement of faith to be embodied in any Basis of Union drawn up by these 
churches. It also approved a proposal for a joint Tamil~language theological 
seminary with the Lutheran church, the second such seminary it has approved. 


It elected as Synod moderator for a new term Bishop A. H. Legg. 


A communiqué issued at its conchusion described the Synod meeting as "more 
united in friendship and mutual trust, and more poised and mature than any 
previous one". EPS, Geneva 


ASTAN LEADERS TO DISCUSS 
RESPONSIBLE PARENTHOOD 


(Bangkok) - Some 100 Asian Christian leaders will take part in a conference on 
"The Churches in Asia and Responsible Parenthood" scheduled here February 

Be ie we rae) The meeting will be held just prior to the triennial assembly of the 
Bast Awia Christian Conference. 


Participants will include economists, demographers, theologians, medical doctor 
educators, church administrators, and Christian education and communication 
specialists. 


Aim of the conference will be both the development of study documents and the 
prompting of "knowledge, concern, and action among the masses of the people 
of Asia". 


Speakers will include Dr. Richard M. Fagley, New York, executive secretary of 
the World Council of Churches! Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, author of "The Population Explosion and Christian Responsibility", 
and Dr. Minoru Tachi, Tokyo, vice-chairman of the United Nations Population 
Commission. BPS, Geneva ._. 
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‘UGANDA'S CHRISTIANS PLAN 
JOINT APPROACH TO ISSUES 


(Kampala) - The Anglican and Roman Catholic churches in Uganda have mapped 
plans for cooperation on several fronts. (See EPS No. S15 


Representatives of dioceses of the two churches meeting here for the first 
session of the Joint Christian Council of Uganda agreed to set up a number of 
committees to deal with their joint concerns for education, vommunications, 
including radio, television, and the press; and social welfare, including 
medical work, child welfare, care of the blind, the deaf, the handicapped, and 
the mentally deficient, and the treatment of alcoholics. 


Membership in the new Joint Council is open to"any church which adheres to the 
Apostles! Creed, and which accepts baptism by water in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit". 


The meeting began with a prayer for unity taken from the leaflet issued for 

the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and with the saying of the "Our Father". 
Both the Anglican Archbishop of Uganda, Dr. Leslie Brown, and the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Rubaga, Dr. J.C. Kiwanuka, were present. The chair~ 
man is the Rt. Rev. Vincent KcCauley, Rezan Catholic archbishop of Fort Portal. 
Vice-chairnan is the Rt. Rev. Sabiti, Anglican Bishop of Ruwenzori. 


The chairman, welcoming the delegates, pointed out that the Council was being 
formed to coordinate the work of the two churches wherever possible and to 
seek the advancement of the country, which all members of both churches had 
at heart. 


Discussing Christian responsibility in education, the Council unanimously 
affirmed its desire to cooperate with the government for the good of the whole 
country, in accordance with the provisions for respecting the consciences and 
the rights of individuals contained in the Uganda Constitution. It recognised 
'the great responsibility of the government in extending the country's education 
system and the need for the fullest possible support from the churches. 


Tn all the discussions the Council members were eager that the fullest poss- 
ible use should be made of their experience and resources for the good of the 
whole country. 


A report of the meeting noted discussions were "extremely cordial" and that 
unanimous agreement was reached on all the points disoussed. EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST WOMEN ASK END 
TO IMMIGRATION 'QUOTA!’ LAW 


Pauck Hild: Falls, Pa.) - Revision of US immigration legislation to abolish the 
national origins quota system was urged here by the Woman's Division of thris- 
tian Service, national women's organization of the Methodist Church. 


Delegates to the annual meeting of the division speaking in support of a gov- 
ernment proposal, declared that such legislation is "long overdue". 


New legislation must be free from any implication that any national, ethnic, 
or racial group is more desirable as citizens than any other and immigration 
policy must make it clear, that naturalised citizens are not second-class 
citizens, their statement said. EPS, Geneva 
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GREEK PRIMATE REITERATES 
OPPOSITION TO 'DIALOGUE! 


(Athens) - The Primate of the Orthodox Church in Greece, in a public statement 
issued to the press has reiterated his opposition to the contacts of Ecumenical 
Patriarch Athenagoras with the Roman Catholic Church. 


Archbishop Chrysostomos of Athens and All Greece said he acted when press 
reports in Greece indicated that he had decided to go along with the Houmenical 
Patriarch's policies, including the historic meeting of the supreme leader of 
Orthodoxy with Pope Paul VI in the Holy Land. | 


His statement said in part that "the reports.published now and then in the 
press about the apparent yielding of the Archbishop of Athens to the demands 
of the Ecumenical Patriarch on relations with the Catholic Church (are in 
error)". EPS, Geneva 


REALISTIC VIEW OF RACH 
CRISIS URGED 


(Minneapolis) ~ Moralising pep talks from the pulpit and reasonable lectures 
in conversation are not enough to dissuade racially prejudiced persons, an 
officer of the Episcopal National Council: told 500 pastors here. 


The Rev. Dr. Daisuke Kitagawa, executive secretary of the Division of Domestic 
Mission, stated that clergymen must try to view the current racial crisis in 
perspective and deal with its basic causes rather than only preaching "instant 
brotherhood" in Sunday sermons, 


Because modern man faces a hostile and largely unfamiliar world in which many 
of the structures and groups that once gave life meaning have broken down, his 
sense of insecurity forces him to create an ''in-group" against "strangers", 
particularly if they are from different ethnic groups, Dr. Kitagawa said. 


"Such a person is virtually incapable of loving anybody, including himself", 
the former head of the World Council of Churches! Secretariat on Racial and © 
Ethnic Relations said. "This indeed is the root of many of the problems of 
human relations in our society". EPS, Geneva 


EVANGELISTIC CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 
REPORTED APPROVED BY SPANISH GOVERNMENT 


(Los Angeles) ~ World Gospel Crusades, an evangelistic group with headquarters 
here, reported that three of its Light of Life Bible correspondence courses 
have been approved officially by Spanish authorities for publication and 
circulation in Spain. 


The action was hailed by the Rev. C. Mervin Russell, the group's executive 
vice-president, as "most significant to all evangelicals in Spain", and as . 
representing "further substantiation on the part of the Spanish government 
of its good faith" in easing restrictions on Protestant activities. 


A few months ago the Spanish government authorised publication of nine » 
evangelical books by World Gospel Crusades. EPS, Geneva 
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RELIGIOUS FREEDOM SCHEMA HELD 
VITAL TO CHRISTIAN UNITY 


(San Francisco) - Msgr. John Tracy Ellis, noted Catholic scholar and historian, 
said here the Second Vatican Council should issue an "unequivocal" pronounce- 
ment on religious freedom so that "there will remain no ground for any man to 
misunderstand", 


Such a statement, he said, is essential if Catholics are to partLoLpate “ina 
realistic and meaningful way in the movement for Christian unity as advocated 
by Pope Paul VI and his predecessor, the late John XXIII. 


"If the ecumenical movement is to be given a chance for genuine fulfillment" 
the priest stressed, "the church must: meet the insistent demands of other 
Christians for an authoritative and unequivocal statement on freedom for 
every man to decide his religious commitment according to the dictates of his 
conscience", EPS, Geneva 


MINISTERS, RABBIS JOIN 
VOTE REGISTRATION PICKETING 


(Hattiesburg, Mississippi) - Some 60 white ministers and rabbis from across 
the United States joined Negroes here in picketing the Forrest County Court- 
house in protest against local voter registration practises. Considerable 
numbers of Negro citizens in certain Southern states have never voted because 
of the exceasive difficulties placed in their way when registering to vote. 


Included in the group were 31 ministers of the United Presbyterian Church in 
the USA, officials of that denomination's Commission on Religion and Race, and 
representatives of the National Council of Churches! race’ commission. 


The picket line ~allowed to move without disturbance as police offered heavy 
protection - algo included 12 clergymen from the Protestant Episcopal Church 
and others from the Methodist Church, International Convention of Christian 

Churches (Disciples of Christ), the Unitarian-Universalist Association. 


The Rev. Gayraud S. Wilmore, Jr., of New York, executive director of the United 
Presbyterian race commission, who was participating in the demonstration, 
described the effort as a "witness on behalf of all Americans and the Church of 
Cheat, EPS, Geneva 


DROP IN NUMBER OF MISSIONARIES 
IN ANGOLA REPORTED 


(London) - A total of only 140 missionaries remain in Angola today as compared 
with 256 there before the March 1961 uprisings began, The Missionary Herald, 
a Baptist monthly published here reports. 


Since March 1961 Portuguese authorities have allowed only two missionaries 
to return to Angola after furlough, it stated. Visa applications for the 
others who wanted to return have been refused. 


Many of the missionaries now serving in Angola are said to be delaying their 
furloughs because of the likelihood that they would not be permitted to return 
to their work in Angola, it reported, EPS, Geneva 
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EXPAND DRIVE AGAINST RELIGION, 
TOP RUSSIAN OFFICIAL URGES 


(Moscow) - Soviet Russia's chief "ideological specialist" called here for 
all-out measures to cope with what he complained was a serious lag in the 
Communist war against religion. 


This struggle, according to Leonid F, Ilychev, one of the secretaries of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party in the USSR, "should not be just 
another campaign, but a permanent task in the building of .communism in which 
all public authorities must join". 


He demanded that the entire Soviet press and not just specialised publications 
such as the monthly, Science and Religion, should publish atheistic propaganda. 
Mr. Ilychev expressed his views in a 25-page krticle published in Kommunist, 
the monthly journal of the Central Committee. EPS, Geneva 


WCC OBSERVER DISCUSSES 
VATICAN COUNCIL II 


(Lyon, France) - One of the World Council of Churches! observers to the Second 
Vatican Council said here that although many walls are being broken down in 
relations between the Roman Catholic and other Christian churches, "the 
problem of a permanent relation of dialogue and cooperations remains unsolved 
at the deepest level". 


Dr, Lukas Vischer, research secretary of the WCC's Faith and Order Department, 
declared that "there are increasing signs that the Roman Catholic Church is 
determined to develop an ecumenical method which corresponds to its own cone 
cept of unity and union, and thus to seize the leadership in the ecumenical 
movement. 


"Furthermore", he added, "the Pope himself seems determined to promote Chris- 
tian unity through the weight of his own position ... He appeals for unity on 
the basis of the authority which (according to Roman Catholic doctrine) he has, 
not only over the Roman Catholic Church but also over Christendom and the 
whole worlds wu! 


The Pope's recent visit to the Holy Land, he added, was "a oinpar oso example! 
Gt, Uns. 


Dr. Vischer emphasised that "if a permanent conversation is to be established 
between the divided churches, thena form of fellowship must be found which 
does not compel the non-Roman churches to accept the Roman Catholic concept of 
unity and union. Any claim to leadership can only be an poe wee tS: st the 
development of the ecumenical movement", he added. 


He paid tribute to the many Roman Catholic theologians and bishops who have 
understood that "the Council must not presume to draw up an ecumenical pro- 
gramme for the whole of Christendom" and that the unity Schema "must take as 
its basis the fact that Christ is present also outside the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


"As soon as Christ is placed in the centre as the common goal", he stressed, 
"the difficulties in the dialogue disappear". 


(See Document appended for fuller excerpts from text of Dr. Vischer's speech. ) 


\o 
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CHRISTIANS OF ALL CONFESSIONS 
OBSERVE UNITY PRAYER WEEK 


(Geneva) -~ Christians of all confessions joined last week in marking the 


TT 


annual observance of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
« 


Reports received by the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of 
Churches, one of the sponsors of the Week, indicate a growing number of ser- 
vices, meetings and other events in all parts of the world. 


The theme this year was "The Great Shepherd of the Sheep". For Roman 
Catholics the Week is sponsored by the Association Unité Chrétienne, in Lyon, 
France. 


Some of the highlights of the Week as reported here from different parts of 
the world, were: 


In Haarlem, the Netherlands, nearly 2,000 Roman Catholics and Protestants took 
part in a service. for unity at the old pre-Reformation cathedral and at the 
new Roman Catholic cathedral. At the close of the first service participants 
marcheiin silent procession through the streets to the site of the second. 


In Mexico City, Msgr. Luigi Raimondi, Roman Catholic Apostolic delegate opening 
the Roman Catholic Chair of Unity Octave, declared that it "is a regrettable 
and lamentable fact that there exists within the Christian family divisions 
ana schisms caused by the pride, the faintness, the weakness, and the deficien-: 


cies of men. These separations", he continued, “constituting a scandal to 
Christendom must cease and all the devout must contribute their prayers Nites 
the end of this situation. There should not be any disagreement among the 


sons of the same God", 


In Geneva, Switzerland, headquarters city of the, World Gouneil, of, Churenes, 

the Week opened with an ecumenical service broadcast on Hurovision and retrans:- 
mitted to several European countries. wcc general secretary, Dr. W. A. 
‘Visser -'t Hooft, said in the sermon that Christians are "God's people because 
God regards them as the people whom He has won, but among whom there is room 
for great diversity ... in harmony", 


In the Town Hall of Oxford, England, Father Paul Verghese, of the Syrian 
Orthodox Church in India, an associate general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, paid “humble tribute to that great man of God, Pope John pO MEE 
and welcomed "the new climate of ecumenical dialogue and friendly encounter 
which results from the bold inspired opening of windows by the Great Patriarch 
of the West". Speaking on the same platform Mr. John Todd, 4 prominent Roman 
‘Catholic publisher and layman, discussed the danger of euphoria with regard 

to developments in the Roman Catholic Church and emphasised that the voice of 
the laity, especially of women, Wad not yet been fully heard in the Second 
Vatican Council. 


env onieg go, Lib; USA), Albert Cardinal Meyer, Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Chicago, joined with Protestants in a service of prayer and worship at Chicago 
Theological Seminary. The Cardinal read the three part litany prepared by 
the World Council. for the observance. 


In Pueblo, COLO.» (USA), 50 Protestant Episcopal and’ 35 Roman Catholic priests 
led by their bishops participated in a three-hour discussion session designed 
to help create the proper atmosphere for ecumenical cooperation. 


In Ottawa, Canada, more than 1,000 Protestants, Anglicans, and Roman Catholics 
gathered for a service at which a Protestant minister led the prayers and a, 
Roman Catholic priest delivered the sermon. 
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In Cairo services were held each night during the Week at churches of the 
Protestant, Coptie and Qrthodox confessions. 


In Munster, Germany, 400 men and women students gathered in the Roman Satholic 
student Hostel, for a service conducted jointly by the Protestant and Roman 
Catholic student groups. . 


In Copenhagen, the Week opened again this year with the "Kirchenwanderung" in’ 
which members of different churches walked in procession to their various 
churches for services. .Many other communities in Denmark followed the same 
practice, 


In Liége, Belgium, a city in which the population is overwhelmingly Roman 
Catholic, there was a series of welleattended public meetings arranged by an 
ecumenical committee. Topic of the meetings was the place of the Holy Spirit 
in the various confessions. The Week culminated in a three-hour Prayer Vigil 
led by Anglican, Protestant, and Roman Catholic clergy, in which some 1,410 
persons participated’ 


In Strasbourg, France, Pastor Marc Boegnéer, ecumenical pioneer and honorary 
president of the Protestant Federation of France, told an ecumenical gathering 
that the Christian unity movement had reached the hour when all must make 
sacrifices, but. that*’"these sacrifices must not be unilateral”. 


In Paris Pastor Hébert Roux, observer of the World Presbyterian Alliance to the 
second Vatican Council, and Father Yves Congar, Roman Catholic ecumenist and 
theologian, shared the platform in presenting addresses at a meeting organized 
by the Catholic Centre of French Intellectuals. 


In the USSR, Metropolitan Nikodim, director of the Office of Foreign Affairs 
of the Moscow Patriarchate, preaching on Christian Unity in the Cathedral of 
St. Nicolas in Leningrad, emphasised that it is the Sacrament of Baptism which 
unites all Christians. Later he participatedin asimilar service at Tallinn at 
which Bishop Alexis of Tallim preached. On January 28th, Orthodox, Armenian, 
and Baptist believers gathered in the Church of St. Peter and St. Paul for an 
ecumenical service, at which Metropolitan Nikodim preached the sermon and 
Armenian and Baptist leaders participated. 


In Rome Pope Paul VI speaking at the beginning of the Week to a large throng 
gathered in St. Peter's Square, recalled his meeting with the Ecumenical 
Patriarch in the Holy Land and said: "We shall pray that the great hope of 
that day may become a reality. A great deal of patiences will be needed, a 
great deal of understanding, and a great desire to succeed. This desire will 
be fulfilled through prayer", EPS, Geneva 


PATRIARCH ACCEPTS 
LONDON INVITATION 


(Istanbul) - Patriarch Athenagoras, "first among equals" of Orthodoxy's leaders 
has accepted "in principle" an invitation of the Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, to visit England next May as his personal guest. 

Dr. Ramsey issued the invitation after he. had received Metropolitan Sgr 
of Thyateria, Exarch of the Pcumenical Patriarchate in Great Britain. 


"The Metropolitan", a Church of England information office statement said, 
"told the Archbishop of Canterbury of the great desire of the Patriarch to 
visit England this year after the Orthodox feast of Raster". - 
EPS, Geneva 
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MISSIONARY KILLED BY 
CONGO TERRORISTS 


(Leopoldville, Congo) ~ An American Baptist woman missionary has been killed 
and another badly mutiliated in uprisings in the strife-torn Kwilu Province. 
The dead woman was Miss Irene Farrel. 


Hundreds of missionaries, both Protestant and Roman Catholic, are reported to 
have fled the area. Reports indicate the lives of hundreds of other admin- 
istrators, missionaries, and other officials in the province are in danger. 
At least five mission stations have been evacuated. EPS, Geneva 


JEWS PETITION FOR 
CIVIL MARRIAGE RIGHTS 


(Jerusalem) - Thousands of citizens here have signed a petition prepared by 
the League Against Religious Compulsion demanding the legalisation of civil 
marriages. Under present Israeli law only those marriages celebrated in 
strict accordance with Jewish religious laws are considered legal. 


These laws, which apply only to Jews, prohibit, among other things marriage 
by persons who profess no religious faith, and marriage between a Jew and a 


person of a different faith. Should a Jew and non-Jew contract a marriage 
under conditions other than those prescribed, the children of such a union 
are considered illegitimate. BPS, Geneva 


TREATY MODIFICATIONS URGED IN 
USA-PANAMA DISPUTE 


(Geneva) - "Readiness to negotiate a modification of treaty provisions" will 
be a key factor in the solution of the dispute between the United States and 
Panama, a churchman expert in international affairs has stressed. 


Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, a World Council of Churches' agency, made the point in a 
letter addressed to the Hon. José A. Mora, secretary-general of the Council 
of the Organization of AmericanStates (OAS). Copies of the letter also went 
to USA Secretary of State Dean Rusk, the Foreign Minister of Panama, and 

U Thant, secretary general of the United Nations. 


In his letter*Dr. Nolde stressed that the necessity of peaceful resolution of 
the issues “in order that civil strife and military conflict, with the 
ever present danger of enlargement, may be avoided". 


"yet this is not enough", his letter said. "Tt is of fundamental importance 
in the age in which we live, where problems cannot be solved by war, that 
justice be served by processes of peaceful settlement and peaceful change. 

I venture to say that there is needed today - and quite clearly in Panama - 

a paradoxical combination of fidelity to treaty commitments and a readiness 
to negotiate a modification of treaty vrovisions,! 


He added that "it is with a sense of gratitude that information has been 
received about the initial success of the Inter-American Peace Committee in 
restoring diplomatic relations, as a prelude to formal discussion without 
limitation on all existing matters of any nature which have given rise to 
the dispute." EPS; Geneva 


No. 4 = 30th January, 1964 | ie 


OBSERVERS! INFLUENCE 
AT COUNCIL EMP™ASISED 


(Diisseldorf) - The importance of observers at the Vatican Council *annot be 
over-estimated". They were not "mere spectators" but "contributed towards 
influencing many of the bishops and the whole course of the Council", 


This view was expressed by Dr. Franziskus Thijssen of Utrecht, Nether?:ade. 
a member of the Vatican's Department on Christian Unity, in an address hezxe. 


Dr. Thijssen said the weekly conferences between the non-Roman Catholic 
observers and the members of the Department, were the source of many sugges: 
tions by observers which were then passed along to the Council itself. 


"The Roman Catholic Church has entered into conversation with the separated 
churches through the observers", said Dr. Thijssen. "Tt is not a non- 
committal conversation, but a dialogue in the real sense of the word. The 
first obligation is thereby fulfilled: the Roman Catholic Church has listened 
attentively to the others," 


It must be hoped, he added, that"the non-Roman Catholic churches will reply 
to the Vatican Council by organizing councils or synods of their own for this 
purpose", EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


A Secretariat for Christian Unity has been -stablished by the Roman Catho..: : 
Bishop Paul J, Schmitt of Metz, France, in his diocese. Bishop Schmitt 

the secretariat will seek to promote among diocesan clergy and laity the 
"deepening of the present ecumenical spirit", and will cooperate with the 
ecumenical activities of "our brothers of other Christian confessions", 


aes A Rel he 


The Lutheran Human Relations Association of Greater New York has announ. «4 
its support of a proposed boycott on February 3, protesting against de =: 
racial segregation in the city's public schools. The Association, which has 
a membership representative of the three largest Lutheran churches in the 
country, said it will "urge Lutheran parents to keep their children out of 
school" on. February 3 as suggested by the city-wide Committee for Integrated 


Schools. 
* * * 


The Mennonite Central Committee, at its annual meeting in Chicago, Ill., vorec 
to invite a delegation of three or four Russian Baptist leaders to visit Norsk 
American Mennonite churches this year. 


* * * 


Six Indonesian students will carry out studies concerned with the developments 


of fisheries on Kalimantan under fellowships made possible by the Australian 
Council of Churches. The Council's gift of £6,750 to the Freedom from Hungez 
Campaign provided the fellowships. Australian churches have given more than 
£150,000 for Freedom from Hunger Campaign et he in the last two years. 

A further £75,000 is sought in 1964. 


*¥ * * 
The Metropolitan Church Federation of Greater St. Louis, USA, has namec i175 


first Negro president. He is the Rev. Amos Ryce II, pastor of Lane Taverna. tc 


Christian Methodist Episcopal Church. 
*¥ * * 


ers ee 
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A record goal of $18,000,000 has been set for the 16th annual One Great Hour 
of Sharing appeal for funds to support the overseas relief and rehabilitation 
programmes of Protestant and Orthodox churches in the United States. Con- 
tributions to the appeal will be made in 90,000 congregations across the 
nation on Sunday, March 8. The goal represents an increase of $1,143,000 
over that of 1963. Money received will be used in denominational programmes, 
ae well as for the work of Church World Service, relief arm of the National 
Council of Churches. 


* * * 


The Roman Catholic Bishop of Durban, Msgr. Denys Hurley, new president of 

the South African Institute of Interracial Relations, stressed in his inaugural 
address that "separation between the races, as practised in South Africa, cannot 
be perpetuated without injustice and that it is not in accordance with the 
Christian ethic", 


Eh odes 
The National Council of Churches, USA, has announced it will sponsor 20 


seminars on urban life in cities across the nation during the next. two years 
in an effort to help city clergy of all faiths meet increasing problems of 


their ministry in these areas. The programme will be underwritten by a 
$54,000 grant from the Ford Foundation. 
¥ * 


Dr. Joost de Blank, former Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, South Africa, has 
been installed as a Canon of Westminster, England. He also is writing his 
memoirs of his years in South Africa. 


* * * 


Presidents of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and the American Lutheran 
Church announced here that steps have been started toward developing "a basis 
for pulpit and altar fellowship" between the two bodies. Dr. Fredrik Ae 
Schiotz of Menneapolis, Minn., the ALC president who also heads the Lutheran 
World Federation, and Dr. Oliver R. Harms of St. Louis, Mo., Missouri Synod 
president, said a joint agenda committee would meet in Chicago on March 20 

to plan a future study and action programme. 


* * * 


The first American Protestant church in Moscow has been inaugurated in a 
service attended by 75 persons, including the United States and British 
Ambassadors. The church occupies a room in the apartment of the minister, 
the Rev. Donald Roberts, formerly of Tonawanda, New York. 


* * * 


Presidents of two major Roman Catholic, one Methodist, and two private 
universities in Washington, D.c., have signed an agreement enabling graduate 
students to take courses and use library and research facilities on any of 
the five campuses. The action established a "Joint Graduate Consortium" 
for a five-year period which will coordinate and strengthen the universities! 
graduate study and research programmes. 

: EPS, Geneva 
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DOCUMENT 

The Church and the Churches 
"Some reflections about the Second Session of the Vatican Council," 


(Excerpts from a speech by Dr. Lukas Vischer, research Becretary and WCC 
representative to the Second Vatican Council, ) hy 


“In the World Council ‘of Churches the non-Roman churches have entered into a 
fellowship which permits them to make goint witness to Christ. They have . 
-begun to do those things together which they cen alrésdy do together now, 

But they have not given up their own being, Within the fellowship of the 
‘WCC each church confesses the truth as it has receaved, it...i The purpose’ of 
the fellowship within the WCC is to ensure that the aifferences are not. con-~ 
cealed and oovered up, but brought out into the daylight ... The World Council 
1s a provisional fellowshin on the way to unity ... It is not more than a 
fellowship in which the divided churches have committed themselves to live 


for each other and to learn from one another, Tt is therefore a weak form’ 
Or Association, It has all the marks of a situation which is contradictory 


and still unsolved .., On the other hand this very form of fellowship has 
undoubtedly enabled unexpected progress to be made towards unity ... 


Until recently the Roman Catholic Church hes held aloof from the ecumenical 
movement, In contrast with other churches it has hardly fostered any contacts 
with the other churches, But this phase is over ... Hitherto the Roman 
Catholic Church has regarded it as impossible to become a member of the WCC, 

if today it wishes to participate actively in the ecumenical movement, has it 
another solution to propose, as to how the divided Churches can enter into a 
really binding conversation without being disloyal to their commitment to the 
OUCH 


-+- During the Second Session of the Council the problem of Christian unity 
was expressly discussed twice ... Both the documents and most of the oral 
contributions were marked by the strong desire to facilitate contacts between 
Roman Catholic and non-Roman Catholic Christians. Efforts were clearly being 
Made to remove the obstacles i... Again and again attention was drawn to points 
which make it difficult for non-Roman Christians to have access to the Roman 
church. Some of the speakers even went further, and said that the Roman 
Catholic Church shared the.responsibility for the division of Christendom ... 
This attitude is of great importance for the future of the ecumenical movement. 


Both the documents and a large number of the oral contributions were inspired 
by the desire to understand bette the non-Roman churches with their particular 
character and special features ... The Scheme "de oecunenismo! recognises the 
fact that the Holy Spirit is also at work in them and that (although to a 
differing extent) they resemble the Roman Catholic Church in being genuinely 
apostolic in substance ... But just as the walls are beginning to break down, 
the question becomes all the more urgent: what does the Noman Catholic Church 
think theologié¢eally about the relation between the Church and the churches ? 
++» It still claims (as before) to be the one and only Church of Jesus Christ. 
The question now arises, if this claim is made, what can be said about the 
non~Roman churches .., (Hitherto the Roman Catholic Church) has not enquired 
primarily about the meaning of the non-Roman churches as entities, but about the 
status of their individual baptised members ... It would undoubtedly be a step 
forward if the non-Roman churches were regarded not as groups of individuals 
who have been baptised, but as fellowships. The mere fact that the Church and 
the churches exist side by side might have certain repercussions both on 
theology and on practice. , 4 


f 
: 
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But does this solve the whole problem ? ... Does it not merely shift it onto 
another level ? Whereas baptised individuals have hitherto been regarded 
as children of the one Church, are not the non-Roman churches now regarded 
fas partial expressions of the one baie he's This approach, however,presents 
“considerable difficulties for the ecumenical conversation ... : 


ae. Regarding the non-Roman churches as partial expressions of the one Church 
makes it almost impossible to understand them in the way that they under- 
stand themselves. For if they are considered only in their relation vo 
the Roman Catholic Church, one is almost inevitably bound to take seriously 
only those aspects of them which resemble the Roman Catholic Church. 
This difficulty became apparent especially in the Schema "de oecumenismo!" 
... The view (of the non-Roman churches) remained unsatisfactory because 
it attached importance only to those elements which the non-Roman churches 
possess in common with the Roman Catholic Church, 


de Still more important, however, is the second point of view. The state 
ment that the Roman Catholic Church knows the non-Roman churches to be 
indissolubly linked With woselt., vend that Ltiisionly with itself, and 
within itself that they oowld find unity, is almost inevitably bound to 
lead to the Roman Catholic Church's regarding itself already today as 
the centre of the efforts for unity. Admittedly the majority of bishops 
no longer speak of a return to the Roman Catholic Church ... Nonetheless, 
they are convinced that unity can ultimately be realised only within the 
one Roman Catholic Church, As it is at present it may not be recognisable 
as the true Church ... But as it renews itself the obstacles will disappear, 
and it will. be possible to grow together within this renewed Church. Aus 
not this conception almost bound to lead to the conclusion that the 
initiative for ecumenical efforts must be taken by the Roman Catholic 
Church. ? 


This tendency within Roman Catholic ecumenism presents a real difficulty, for 
the non-Roman churches. For does not this claim make a real conversation 
almost impossible ? ... The non-Roman churches do not question the fact that 
the Roman Catholic Church must claim to be the one and only Church. But if 

a permanent conversation is to be established between the divided churches, 
then a form of fellowship must be found which does not compel the non-Roman 
churches to accept the Roman Catholic concept of unity and of unicn. Any 
claim+to leadership can only be an obstacle to the development of the ecumenical 
movement ... 


This difficulty. has been clearly realised by many theologians and bishops «+; 
(They say). the Council must not presume to draw up an ecumenical programme 

for the whole of Christendom... The Schema must take as its basis the fact 
that Christ is present also outside the one Homan Catholic Church, and it must 
endeavour to understand the non-Roman ¢hurches in their relation. toy their 
common Lord. As soon as Christ is placed in the centre as the common goal, 
all the diffiealties in the dialogue disappear ... Some of them advocated that 
the Schema should stress the fact that the Church is the Pilgrim People of God. 


... Is there not therefore every hope of being able to reach a real fellowship 
of conversation and cooperation ? The hope certainly exists. Bit lon bre 
other hand there is cause to fear that these voices will not be ApLEItO Prev 
For are there not increasing signs that the Roman Catholic Church is determined 
to develop an ecumenical method which corresponds to its own concept of unity 
and union, and thus to seize the leadership in the ecumenical movement ? oe. 
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-- Furthermore, the Pope himself seems determined to promote Christian uh by) ee 
_ through the weight of his own position ... He appeals for unity on the basis 
of thé authority which (according to Roman Catholic doctrine) he has, not - 
only over the Roman Catholic Church, but also over Christendom and the whole 
world. His recent visit to’ Jerusalem isan impressive, and in many ways | 
a.magnificent, example of this, This new manner is gaining way in the Roman 
-. Catholio Church, especially because it seems to be crowned with success. | 
But it seems to me questionable whether this manner can bring about a genuine © 
dialogue between the divided churches. Por it does not really recognise the 
,difficulty felt by non-Roman Christians in face of the Ronan Catholic Church, 
And. although many walls have been broken down, and are still being broken 
' ‘down, the problem of a permanent relation of dialogue and cooperation remains 
unsolved at the deepest level ... Will this particular Roman Catholic ecumenism 
be replaced by a genuine understanding of the ecumenical problem as a whole ? 
-. This question has not yet been decided. The future alone will show what 
- form Roman Catholic ecumenism will take." ; - “EPS, Geneva ~- 
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WCC OFFICIAL "DISAPPOINTED" WITH 
UN DRAFT ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


(Geneva) ~ A World Council of Churches'official has expressed disappointment 
with the draft declaration on religious intolerance published this week in 
New York by a United Nations Ssub-commission. 


Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde said here that; while appreciative of the UN's 
efforts to eliminate all forms of religious intolerance, he viewed the draft 


as “inadequate and disappointing". Pr. Nolde is director of the woc's | 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. | 


The UN draft, which the commission agreed upon after only four sessions, has | 
been sent to the UN Commission on Human Rights for further consideration, | 
rs 


Dr. Nolde said the draft did not measure up to expectations Por three reasons: 
1. it does not explicitly recognise the essential inter-relationship between 


religious freedom and other human rights proclaimed in the UN Declaration of 
Human Rights; 2. in dealing with the specific aspects of religious freedom 
s+ runs the risk of limiting the comprehensive character of the article on 
religious freedom in the Universal Declaration; and,3. while dealing with 
the rights of worship, teaching, and observance, it completely omits mention 
of the right of manifestation of religious freedom in practice. 


Regarding the final point, Dr. Nolde noted that the Statement on Religious 
Liberty adopted by the World Council's Third Assembly at New Delhi, in late 
1961, had declared that freedom to manifest one's faith must include "freedom 
fo practise religion or belief, whether by performance efi ecope ef Mercy. or 

by. the expression in word or deed of the implications of pelief-in social, 
economic, and political matters, both domestic and international". 
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The CCIA's position had been presented to the committee of experts from 14 
countries which composed the UN sub-commission by Mr. A. Dominique Micheli, 
CCIA secretary in New York. 


In his six-point brief Mr. Micheli noted thats injunctions against discrim- 
ination are insufficient and the substance of the right to religious freedom 
must be emphasised; the standard must be international and not merely subjec 
to national decisions; the comprehensive nature of Article 18 in the Universa 
Declaration must be preserved; the inter-relationship of rights must be 
Specified; the super-national character of religious communities must be 
recognised; and the rights which are elaborated must have a natural and 
indispensable counterpart in the duties of individuals and organizations. 
EPS, Geneva 


CENTRES URGED FOR 
"MIXED MARRIAGE" PARTNERS 


(Darmstadt) - Centres to aid partners in mixed marriages were advocated in a 
speech here by a Roman Catholic theologian. 


Professor Thomas Sartory of Munich, who is making a study of the practical 
aspects of ecumenism under auspices of the Archdiocese of Munich, said that 
while the churches should-seek to dissuade persons from entering into a mixed 


marriage, once the step had been taken they should give them every possible 
help. 


The ultimate decision rests with the persons concerned, the speaker said, 
adding that the possibility should not be excluded that God had brought 

together the two partners so that a "mixed marriage" could not always be 

thought of as contrary to His will. 


Further, he said, the Roman Catholic partner of such a marriage should not 


. be advised to seek divorce in order that he may again receive the Sacraments 


because human commitments are also binding in the eyes of God and a first 
mistake cannot be corrected by making a second, EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST GROUP TO FIGHT PROPOSED 
UNION WITH ANGLICANS 


(London) - Some 300 Methodists meeting here to protest the proposed union of 
their church with the Anglican church have voted to call their new organizati 
the "Voice of Methodism", 


The title was chosen after long discussion during which several speakers 
Suggested it was not suitable. However, one speaker declared that "we have 
as much right to describe ourselves as the 'Voice of Methodism! as those who 
support the majority report", 


The British Weekly in a report of the meeting said that "anyone who thinks 
this movement can be brushed off as insignificant or irresponsible will have 
to revise his opinions. The conference is determined to pursue a serious 
and reasonable eampaign for the rejection of the report of the conversations 
between Anglicans and Methodists as the basis of union." 


The journal also reported that a group of Methodist scholars opposed to the 
union has been meeting to prepare for publication a series of books on variou! 
doctrinal problems raised by the union report. EPS, Geneva: 
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10 MORE PROTESTANT CHURCHES 
PERMITTED TO REOPEN IN SPAIN 


(Madrid) - Ten more Protestant places of worship were authorised to reopen 
in January, it was reported here by José Cardona, secretary general of the 
Evangelical Defence Commission (Comision de Defensa Evangelica). The 
churches had been closed long ago by provincial authorities. 


Another indication of a "thaw'' on the part of the authorities in regard to 

the Protestant community, Mr. Cardona added, was the official permission 

given to import four Protestant theological manuals and two Protestant devotion- 
al works. All will be reprinted in Spain. 


"Ve have likewise", he added, 'been authorised to import 250 copies of 16 Prot- 
-estant works of a devotional character printed in Argentina". 


Mr. Cardona said the denominations involved in the new easing of restrictions 
were the Baptist Church, the Brethren, the Methodist Churoh, the Spanish 
Evangelical Church, and bodies belonging to the Federation of Independent 
Evangelical Churches of Spain. 


Earlier, Mr. Cardona had reported the opening or reopening of 14% Protestant 
places of worship during 1963, as well as abatement in the difficulties pre- 
viously experienced by Protestants in contracting civil marriages. 

BPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC, ANGLICAN CHURCH LEADERS 
ASK END TO CALCUTTA RIOTS 


(Calcutta) - A Roman Catholic archbishop and an Anglican metropolitan have 
issued a joint statement here calling for an end to the wave of viclence, 
looting, and murder which erupted here when Hindus turned against their Moslem 
neighbours as a ‘reprisal! for Moslem attacks on the Hindu minority in nearby 
Hast Pakistan. 


The appeal was issued by Archbishop Albert Vincent D'Souza of Calcutta, and 

Dr. Lakdasa Jacob De Mel, Bishop of Calcutta and Metropolitan of the Church 

of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon. At least 150 persons have been killed 
and 80,000 Indian Moslems driven from their homes in "chain reaction" religious 
riots. 


"We who speak in the name of many Christians in Calcutta", the churchmen 
declared, "wish to associate ourselves with leaders of our state and many 
fellow citizens who condemn the crimes committed in our city during the past 
few days, no matter by which side ... . 


"The accursed cycle (of vengeance and retaliation) must be broken. Dib) wae 
be broken by those who are wise enough to abstain from striking back, even 
though they could do so without risk, Let us show the world that our country 
is still dedicated to non-violence. Let forgiveness usher in peace." 

EPS, Geneva 


* INTERRELIGIOUS '!FERST! IN SPAIN: 
JOINT PRAYERS FOR UNITY 


(Madrid) \- Ya, a leading Spanish newspaper, reported that "for the first time 
here, Protestants, Orthodox, and Roman Catholics prayed together for Christian 
unity". The paper was referring to the period of prayer from January 18 - 25 
which Catholics around the world observed as the Chair of Unity Octave and 
which member churches of the World Council of Churehes sponsor as the Week of 
' Prayer for Christian Unity. The prayer observances here were cerganized by the 
press and information office of the Madrid Catholic diocese, the Hastern 
Christian Centre, and representatives of the Spanish Evangelical Church. 
Boe. | EPS, Geneva 
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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CHRISTIANS ARE URGED 
TO STUDY UNIFORM LITURGICAL LANGUAGE 


(New York) - Roman Catholic plans to incorporate the vernacular in the Mass 
have prempted a US Lutheran publication to call for an international, inter- 
denominational conference of English-speaking Christians to consider the 
uniform use of liturgical language. 


The American Lutheran, published monthly by the American Lutheran Publicity 
Bureau, an agency related primarily to the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 
has cited the liturgical changes contemplated by the Catholic Church, as an 
opportunity for all English-speaking Christians to move toward saying "the 
same things the same way". ; 


An editorial in the February issue of the magazine expressed pleasure "as 
Lutherans" at the "triumph in the Roman Catholic Church of a historic 
principle of our own past", but said the development also causes concern. 


The editorial said there are few signs that Catholics plan to “avail them- 
selves of the experience of Western fellow-Christians ~ like the Lutherans 
and the Anglicans ~ who have been confronting the problem of worship in the 
vernacular for four centuries", ; 


And, it added, "apart from the work of converts and borrowings from non- 
Roman Catholic sources, both the liturgical prose and the liturgical peetry 
of recent English Roman Catholic devotional and liturgical materials quite 
consistently suffer from a lack of clarity as well as of literary style", 


The editorial pointed out that the remarks were made in the interest of the 
ecumenical encounter, in the belief that "Christians whom the one Baptism 
has called to the priesthood of believers in the body of the one Christ 
Should make their affirmations in worship the same way", EPS, Geneva 


ANTI-MISSION RIOTERS VISITED BY 
ISRAELI CABINET MINISTER 


(Jerusalem) - Israel's minister for religious affairs, Zerah Warhaftig, has 
been challenged from the floor of the Knesset (Parliament) for visiting 
eight anti-Christian school demonstrators in their prison cells. 


The convicted students chose jail sentences rather than fines after being 
found guilty of illegal trespass "with intent to annoy" during last Septem- 


ber's simultaneous raids against Christian schools in Israel's three chief 
cities. 


Minister Warhaftig denied that his visit to the imprisoned rioters ennst- 


ituted encouragement to further violation of the law. His call on the 


rioters was interpreted vy some as giving comfort and encouragement to the 
youthful: lawbreakers. : 


The minister's refusal during earlier outbreaks, to condemn the "guardians 
of the Sabbath", was viewed by some as indirect Support for such actions, 


His attitude is seen in sharp contrast to the reaction of the Israeli govern- 
ment. in each instance government spokesmen have vigerously condemned 
the riots. EP, Geneva 
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SERVICE TO EDUCATION STRESSED 
IN JOINT STATEMENT BY KENYA CHURCHES 


(Nairobi) -~ A statement signed jointly by Anglican and Roman Catholic leaders 
here pledging their churches! support to the government's educational pro- 
gramme has been presented to the Kenya Minister for Education. 


The signers were the Rt. Rev. Obadiah Kariuki, Anglican Bishop of Fort Hall, 
chairman of the Christian Churches! Educational Association, and the Most 
Rev. J.J. McCarthy, Archbishop of Nairobi, chairman of the Kenya Episcopal 
Conference (Roman Catholic). 


The statement was based on nine months! discussion and is thus the product 
of the first inter-confessional cooperation of its kind in Kenya history, 
Rock, the official journal of the Kenya Christian Council,reports. 


The statement expresses the conviction that "an educational system without 
religion can bring only disaster, whereas a system with religious foundations 
will be the greatest assurance of the well-being of the country". 


It emphasises that the churches! concern with "the whole of man's life" 
commits them to "education as the search for truth", and stresses their wish 
"+o cooperate and give all possible assistance to the state to ensure that 
every child, irrespective of race or religion receives a good and full 
education". 


Meanwhile, last week, Kenya's Minister of State for Education told a meeting 
of Kenya's Christian leaders that "the churches can no longer be regarded 
as the chosen agencies of the State for education. 


"They are now an element in the State, alongside other elements, and enjoying 
the same rights and privileges as all others", said the Hon. J. D. Otiende. 


He addressed representatives from churches all over the country convened at 
the Limuru Conference Centre near Nairobi for a conference on "The Role of 
the Church in Independent Kenya", sponsored by the Christian Council of Kenya. 


The Minister paid tribute to the work of the churches in education in the 
past, declaring that the very rapid growth of the system of education had been 
due to close cooperation between government and voluntary agencies. But the 
days when schools served limited and isolated communities are now over, he 
said, and "education should prepare children, not only for life in the simple 
rural community, but also for life in the nation. Education under narrowly 
sectarian auspices cannot promote this wider view", he emphasised. 


Another speaker, Mr. F. R. Dain, secretary to the Christian Churches! Educ- 
ational’ Association, called for the appointment of education secretaries in 
every church so that "our specifically Christian insights and experiences are 
at the service of the government". 


At the opening session, Mr. S. H. Amissah, of Ghana, the executive secretary 
of the All Africa Conference of Churches, warned of the danger of "just throw- 
ing things away because they are bound up with a colonial past". He said 
that in some countries "moral standards, competence, efficiency, and industry 
in work, a disciplined life - all are labelled 'colonialism'". 


He emphasised the need for giving priority in planning to development programmes 
designed to help those whose needs are greatestrather than in pushing for 
prestige schemes to impress the outsider. He also cautioned against the 
dangers of a concentration of power which "while it may ensure law and order 
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on the surface, may at the deeper level militate against man's basic right to 
think and express himself freely according to his convictions and to live his 
life freely". 


The. Revi Rs Elliott Kendall, chairman of the Methodist Church in Kenya, 
appealed for a,far-greater measure of effective African leadership in the life 
of the churches and for further moves towards Christian unity in East Africa. 
He ‘also called for more real cooperation among all churches, including the 
Roman Catholic. Wet OK 7 EPS Geneva 


PRESBYTERIAN ALLIANCE LEADER 
CRITICISES POPE'S UNITY CONCEP? 


(Geneva) - The secretary general of the World Presbyterian Alliance has 
expressed satisfaction with the recent progress made between the Roman Catholi 
and the Reformed churches, but said that Pope Paul VI's concept of unity is 
"completely contrary to the one we have learned to seek at the heart of the 
ecumenical movement". 


Dr. Marcel Pradervand, in his annual report to Alliance member churches, 
quoted the Pope's discourse delivered in Bethlehem during his recent trip to 
the Holy Land in which. he said that “the door of the fold is open". 


This view is at variance with Alliance concepts of ecumenicity, Dr. Pradervand 
said. "—In no sense do we wish to return to Rome, We are ready, in a spirit 
of obedience, to let ourselves be léd by Christ to a unity which we do not yet 
see clearly, but which He can give to.His Church:in the measure that it proves 
more obedient and faithfule. 


Dr. Pradervand cautioned that ecumenical problems should not be seen only in 
the context of relations with the Roman Catholic Church and recalled that most 
Alliance member churches have been engaged for many years in "the fruitful 
work of common research with other churches in the ecumenical movement". 

EPS, Geneva 


GREATER SUPPORT OF 


‘NCC IN USA URGED 


(New York ) - Increased participation by the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
National Council of Churches as "a means to strengthen Christian influence in 
American and world society" was urged here by the Joint Commission on 
Eeumenical Relations of the Episcopal Church's General Convention, 


At the same time, the 2l-member body specified that NCC pronouncements "should 
avoid the impression that they offer the only specific Christian solution" to 
contemporary problems. The main purpose of NCC statements should be the 
"opening up of issues about which Christian people ought to be concerned", the 
Commission said. Le 


The Commission also suggested that NCC statements "should be. so phrased as not 
to bring into question the Christian commitment of those who do not agree". 
Specific solutions to political, social, and economic problems should be left 
to statesmen or to others in specialised fields, Commission members said, 


However, they were just as. adamant in their view that the NCC "should not 
stop making public statements" because "they have a useful function and we 


can profit by studying them without being obliged to concur in them", 


EPS, Geneva 
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LENTEN MASSES TO PREPARE 
LAITY FOR CHANGES IN LITURGY 


(Boston) - Richard Cardinal Cushing, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Boston, has 
launched a programme of liturgical instruction and practice for the Roman 
Catholic laity so extensive that it is expected to revise the traditional form 
of worship in all churches under his jurisdiction. 


His plan is to prepare the laity for popular participation in the Mass and the 
Sacraments so that they will accept "with intelligence and vigour" a programme 
which the US hierarchy is expected to propose in the spring. The bishops 
will act on the Second Vatican Council's "Constitution of the Sacred Liturgy" 
promulgated by Pope Paul VI on December 4, 


Cardinal Cushing directed participation of the laity in every Sunday Mass - 
and all other Masses whenever it is possible - beginning on the first Sunday 
of Lent. 


He recommended that a priest or lay commentator be assigned to lead the cone 
gregation in reciting parts of the Mass in unison, and to respond to the 
prayers of the Mass celebrant. The commentator also will read the Epistle 
and Gospel of the Mass in English while the celebrant reads it in Latin. 


A series of sermons on the new liturgical constitution begun in all churches 
of the archdiocese, January 26, will continue through Palm Sunday. some 
2,500 archdiocesan and religious order priests have attended regional seminars 
to study plans for the new programme of worship. EPS, Geneva 


INTHR-CONFESSIONAL DISCUSSION 
ON THE ROLE OF THE LAITY 


(Geneva) - Some 30 theologians and laymen of the member churches of the World 
Council of Churches and of the Roman Catholic Church met at Glion-sur-Montreux 
near here, for four days last week, to discuss the role of the laity in the 
Church. 


The meeting was organized by the World Council's Division of Ecumenical Action 
and the Committee for International Congresses of the Roman Catholic Lay 
Apostolate. 


A brief report of the meeting, which was closed to the press and public, said 
Hariicipants had agreed that the role of the laity 1s intricately involved 
with the nature of the Church and its position in the contemporary scene. 
starting from this point much of the conversation was devoted to the concept 
of the Church as the "One People of God", it said, noting that the Orthodox 
contribution to the conversations was "extremely stimulating and added a 
special emphasis", 


Alternating chairmen were Professor Ramon Sugranyes de Franch of Fribourg, 
Switzerland, and Mr. Klaus von Bismarck, director of the. West German Broad- 
casting Association and chairman of the World Council's Department on the 
Laity. | BPS, Geneva 
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ONE VERSION OF LORD'S PRAYER 
ADVOCATED FOR ALL CHRISTIANS 


(Amsterdam) —- An ecumenical form of the Lord's Prayer which could be used 
by all Christians has been advocated by a Dutch Roman Catholic theologian. 


Dr. W. K. Grossouw writing in a recent issue of Volkskrant, the largest 
Dutch Roman Catholic daily, said that differences in the Dutch-language 
versions could easily be eliminated if the confessions were willing to give 
up certain special forms of expression. . 


Some time ago Dr. Grossouw prepared such a prayer which already has been 
used at a few ecumenical gatherings. EPS, Geneva 


CARDINALS EXAMINE POPE'S 
TRIP TO JERUSALEM 


( Rome ) = Twenty-five cardinals of the Vatican Curia met here last week in 
closed session for discussions reportedly dealing with the progress towards 
Christian unity in light of the recent meeting of the Pope and the Ecumenical 
Patriarch in the Holy Land. The Pope was not present at the meeting. 


One news service reported that discussions also dealt with the possibility 

of setting up a world-wide pan-Christian conference and said that preliminary 
conversations on the subject had already taken place between officials of 

the Vatican and the World Council of Churches, 


In Geneva, the WCC's generalsecretary, Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, denied that 
any such discussions on the subject had taken place. "This is not the case 
and no such proposals have been discussed", he said. EPS, Geneva 


FELLOWSHIP GROUP WILL MAKE 
"PENITENCE PILGRIMAGE" TO DRESDEN 


(London) - Ten members of the Fellowship of Reconciliation from Great Britain 
will visit the city of Dresden, Germany, on February 143, the anniversary of 

the date in 1945 on which more than 100,000 persons were killed in an aerial 
bombardment. 


An announcement said this "pilgrimage of penitance" is being made "not mrely 
for the events of nineteen years ago but for the whole sin of war which even 
now all Christians cannot bring themselves to renounce", 


The Fellowship was founded fifty years ago by a group of Christians to 
"protest against the iniquity of war, and to affirm Christian responsibility 
in the necessity of reconciliation as a basis of peacemaking", 


EPS, Geneva 


INFLUENCE OF COUNCIL SEEN IN 
MALAGASY BISHOP'S ACTION 


(Tananarive) - The Roman Catholic Bishop of Ambatondrazaka, Madagascar, 
announced, following his return from the Second Vatican Council in Rome, that 
Ohildren of Protestant parents attending Roman Catholic schools will no 
longer be expected to participate in the Mass at the schools. 


"The war of religion is over", the bishop declared, in making the announcement 
The bishop also called for cooperation in Christian education at the secondary 
school level, but his offer was turned down by the local Protestant church 
council, although missionaries were reported willing to coopérate. 


EPS, Geneva 
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LUTHERANS SEEN UNPREPARED 
FOR DEMANDS OF ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 


(Charlotte, N.C:, USA) - A US Lutheran leader asserted here that "any substan~ 
tial Lutheran contribution towards ecumenical goals depends in some measure 
upon the validity and effectiveness of the Christian mission as conducted 
within the Lutheran household itself", 


But, he warned that "the paes has been so show and the results so limited" in 
the movement toward Lutheran unity that Lutherans as a confessional family 
"simply are not prepared to cope with the ecumenical developments which 
threaten to pass them by". 


Dr. Paul C. Empie, executive director of the National Lutheran Council, speaking 
to the NLC!'s 46th annual meeting, said that "the pressure to give the goal of 
Christian unity a much higher priority on the time and resources of the churches 
is becoming virtually irresistible", but that "solutions are no simpler or 
easier than they have ever appeared to be". 


He predicted that the ecumenical movement which "has been steadily growing in 
strength and significance over the past quarter of a century" will "move still 
more rapidly and dramatically in the years just before us". EPS, Geneva 


NEW EXCHANGE PROGRAMME TO PROMOTE 
ANGLICAN-METHODIST UNITY 


(London) ~ An exchange programme for Anglican and Methodist theological students 
is the newest development in the campaign to press for union of the two churches. 


Principals of Anglican and Methodist theological colleges in England have 
received letters from the joint chairman and secretary of the organization 
"Towards Anglican-Methodist Unity". 


The scheme calls for students to spend up to three days of their vacation in 
the home of a member of the other church. The intention is to provide them 
with the opportunity to see something of the "inner workings" of a local church 
and to give their hosts the opportunity to learn more about their church, It 
is anticipated several hundred students will be involved in the scheme. 

HPS, Geneva 


MR. MACKIE NAMED 
TO WCC STAFF 


(Geneva) ~ The Rev. Steven |G. Mackie, 36,:8 Church of Scotland. minister,’ has 
been appointed secretary of the new study on "Theological Education and the 
Training of the Ministry" to be conducted by the World Council of Churches, 


A WCC spokesman said the study will seek a clearer understanding of 
the ministry.in light of the new demands placed upon it by contemporary events. 


For four years before his appointment Mr. Mackie was study secretary of the 
Student Christian Movement of Great Britain and Ireland. From 19543 to 1957 
he was chaplain at the American College, Madurai, South India. 


Mr. Mackie is the son of Dr. Robert Mackie, former’ director of the WCC's 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. He is married and 
the father of three children, EPS, Geneva 
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CCIA OFFICIAL URGES MAKARIOS 
TO ACCEPT ANGLO-AMBRICAN PLAN 


(Geneva) - Acceptance of the Anglo-American plan for Cyprus was urged in a 
cable sent to Archbishop Makarios, Cyprus president, by Dr. 0. Frederick Nold 
‘director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a World 
Council of Churches! agency. 


Dr. Nolde suggested that acceptance "seems wise at this moment on condition 
that other expedients will subsequently be opened such as recourse to the 
assistance of the United Nations". i EPS, Geneva 


US. LUTHERANS ADVANCE PLANS 
FOR COOPERATIVE AGENCY 


(Chicago) ~ Representatives of four Lutheran church bodies recommended here 
that a new denominational cooperative association have headquarters in 

New York City and be called the "Lutheran Council in the United States. of 
America’, 


The recommendations came out of a four-day meeting of the Inter-Lutheran 
Consultation, a committee of 28 which has been planning a proposed new 
theological study and Christian service agency which would replace the 
46-year-old National Lutheran Council. 


Involved in the negotiations are the two members of the NLC - the Lutheran 
Church in America and American Lutheran Church - and the two members of the 
Lutheran Synodical Conference - Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and Synod of 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches (Slovak). Together, the churches represent 
95 per cent of the 8.6 million Lutherans in the US. Present plans call for 
establishment of the agency by January dis WEL OEE EPS, Geneva — 


NEW NEGOTIATIONS ON 
MINDSZENTY UNDERWAY 


(Vatican City) - New negotiations have been started between the Hungarian 
government and representatives of the Holy See with regard to the possibility 
of the release of Josef Cardinal Mindszenty, Primate of Hungary, Religious 
News Service reports. 


Quoting what it called "highly reliable Vatican sources", the Service said 
that agreement has already been reached on two points converning the Roman. 
Catholic leader who has been in asylum in the US legation in Budapest sinte 
the collapse cf the Hungarian revolt in 1956. 


One of these is that the Cardinal, who was convicted and sentenced to life 
imprisonment in 1949 on charges of high treason, would be legally "rehabil- 


itated" - in other words declared wrongly condemned. The other is that the 
Budapest government would agree t the appointment of bishops for several long- 
vacant dioceses. | EPS, Geneva . 


ANGLO-CATHOLIC WING SUPPORTS 
ANGLICAN METHODIST CONVERSATIONS 


(London) - The Church Union, representing the Anglo-Catholic wing of the Chure 
of England, has welcomed the report on conversations between the Church of 
England and the Methodist Church as 'a notable advance towards the establish- 
ment of unity". A Union statement recommended that "evory effort be made | 
to carry this movement forward to that acceptance of a common faith and order 
which will provide a proper foundation for Communion between the two churches. 
EPS, Geneva 
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LUTHERAN BISHOPS URGE REVISIONS 
IN-CATHOLZC "MIXED MARRIAGE" LAWS 


Berlin) - The Bishops! Conference of tha United Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
VELKD), meeting here has expressed its "urgent desire" that the Roman 
Catholic Church take steps to alter its regulations concerning mixed marriages. 


The Conference said steps should be taken tc revise present practices so that 
the Protestant partner is no longer subject to the laws of the Roman Catholic 
Church and to allow the parents to make free choices concerning the education 
of their children, 


The Conference stressed the fact that a mixed marriage places heavy demands 
upon both partners and presents the churches with a special task of spiritual 
care. It stated that it was “inadmissable that for reasons of church 
péetagozy mixed marriages solemnised in non-Roman Catholic churches should be 
declared null and void by the Roman Catholic Church". Sueh a policy, i% 
said, "merely paves the way for increasing secularism". EPS, Geneva 


WITHDRAWAL OF NURSING NUNS 
PROTESTED BY CEYLONESE LEPERS 


(Colombo, Ceylon) - Three hundred patients in leper hospitals have threatened 
to fast in protest against government plans to remove the last group of 

Roman Catholic nuns from nursing posts in this predominantly Buddhist country, 
The Ceylonese. government in 1962 served notice that all Catholic nuns must 
vacate positions in hospitals, leprosaria, and other medical and health 
institutions by March,.15, 1964. 


Its order was part of a drive to force withdrawal of all foreign-born mission- 


aries from the country. Meanwhile, all Christian schools - Roman Catholic 
and Protestant - have been taken over by the government. EPS, Geneva 
IN BRIER 


Two institutions related to the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) have 
received special grants of denominational funds to further civil rights 
activities. Tougaloo Southern Christian College, néar Jackson, Miss., whose 
student body is predominantly Negro, was given $5,000 to help pay unbudgeted 
costs the school has incurred as a base for civil rights education and non- 
violent protests against discrimination, Carver Christian Community Centre 
Bt Dos Palos, Cal., received $500 for staff work in the civil rights field, 
Mhe grants were made from funds collected through special offerings in local 
congregations. 

* * ¥ 


Baptists in Israel plan to build a student centre near Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem. Four acres of suitable land have been purchased near the univer- 
Sity and the architect's plans have been approved. The project will cost 
about $250,000, most of which is requested from the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board, USA. 

AEE SAG Ye | Be 


The first official history of the Methodist Church in America and the first 
Complete history of American Methodism since 1902 will be published April 6, 
1964, just prior to the quadrennial General Conference. "The History of 

American Methodism", in three volumes, is the product of forty-four writers 
working under the direction of an editorial board. 
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The Georgia Council of Churches (USA), has called upon Protestant churches in 
the state to open their doors to people of all races. "We acknowledge 

that any form of segregation within the Church based on race, colour, ethnic 
origin, or class is .a denial of the Gospel and is incompatible with the Chris- 
tian doctrine of the nature of man and of Christ's Church", the council said. 


* * * 


Less than sevenpex'cent of all teachers and educators in East Germany are 

members of a Christian church, Protestant sources in West Berlin report. 

The figures were based on a study of official East German statistics issued 

recently. 
* + & 

* 


Nearly 5,000 quart cans of beef were packed in Meadville, Pa., by Amish and 
Mennonite men, women, and children for shipment to needy overseas by the 
Mennonite Central Committee. Working on the "assembly line" at the committee! 
portable canning equipment were ministers, butchers, bakers, housewives, and 
students. They cut the meat, ground it, cooked it, pressed it into the cans, 
or helped in other ways with the processing. Church members also contributed 
more than $1,000 to cover expenses. 


¥* *% 


Evangelical Christian scholars are reported working on a new translation of 
the Polish Bible, to be completed in 1966 and presented as a gift to the 
Polish people on the thousandth anniversary of the Polish nation, The 
committee has been at work on the project for 14 years, The Bible in current 
use by Protestants in Poland was first published in 1632. Although this - 
version was revised in the 19th century, the need was definitely felt for a 
new translation which would take account of modern language usage and benefit 
from textual and other Bible studies. 


* * * 


Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., of Atlanta, Ga., noted Baptist Negro minister 

and leader of the non-violent movement against racial segregation in the US, 
has been nominated as a candidate for the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize. His name 
was placed before the Norwegian Nobel Peace Prize Committee in a letter signed 
by eight members of the Swedish Parliament. | 


nn 


Dr. Harold Fey will retire as editor of the US ecumenical weekly, The Christian 
Century, on August 31, A Disciples of Christ Minister, Dr..Fey will become 
visiting professor of Christian social ethics at the Christian Theological 
Seminary in Indianapolis, beginning in September. Dr. Fey has been with the 
publication for 24 years, beginning as associate editor. He will continue 

to serve after his retirement as contributing editor. 


Ke * * 


The 7,000 students of Glasgow University, Scotland, have launched an‘Albert 
Luthuli scholarship fund to raise «10,000 to finance study by students 
"of South African origin" at the university. The fund, named in honour of 
the Nobel Peace Prize winner, was announced after it was made known that 
efforts by the university and the British Foreign Secretary seeking permission 
for Mr. Luthuli to leave Natal and be installed as rector of the university 
have failed. Dr. Charles Wilson, university principal, said tha‘ "everything 
possible" had been done to have Mr. Luthuli released from the government- 
imposed restrictions which keep him confined to Natal. 

x * + 
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A new translation of the Malagasy Bible has begun in Tananarive with an ent- 
irely new translation of St. Luke's Gospel, The inter-church project which 
was suggested by a Franciscan Brother now has the support of Free Church, 
Anglican, and Roman Catholic Bible scholars in Madagascar, and a translation 
committee meets regularly. Although “the project is not an official Bible 
Society venture, "guarded official approval" is reported to have been given 
and now financial aid is awaited in order to publish the Gospel in instalments, 
together with a brief commentary and simple theological word list. 


¥ * * 


West Germany will issue a stamp representing Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the 
Protestant theologian and ecumenical leader who died in a Nazi prison camp 
Ur deelRS (ste The stamp will be issued as part of a series honouring opponents 
of the Nazi régime, on the occasion of the twentieth anniversary of the plot 
eeainst Hitler in June, 1944. 

¥ * 


The international airport in Zurich, Switzerland, now includes ‘an inter- 
confessional chapel where services are held by Protestants and Roman 
Catholics. EPS, Geneva 
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February 7-8 
February 8-9 


February 10-14 
February 15 


February 16-19 


February 18-23 
February 21+25 
Pebruary 23-24 
Fepruary 24 


February 25- 
March 5 


February 24-28 


February 26- 
March 1 


March 3-6 
March 5-10 
March 11-13 


March 20-27 
March 41- 
Apxa 2. 8 
April 6-9 
April 6-10 


April 8-13 


April 9-16 


April 13-16 


“April 20-24 
April 20-25 

April 20- — 
May 4 


April 22-24 


ECUMENICAL CALENDAR 1964 


WCC, DICARWS, Executive Committee 


WScF/Pax Romana, Joint Meeting for Latin 
American Students in Burope 


WCC, Executive Committee 


wcC, Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, 
and of Twelfth Session. 


World Alliance of YMCAs, President's 
Committee 


BACC Consultation on Asian Missionaries 
EBEACC Consultation on Responsible Parenthood 
EACC Consultation on Confessionalism 
EACC Committee on Literature 


EACC Second Assembly 


NCC (USA), General Board 


WCC, Department on Faith and Order, 
Consultation on Diaconate. 


LWF, 
SASP meeting 


Officers! meeting 


Lutheran Foundation for TInter-Confessional 
Research, Board of Trustees 


Aacc/WCC, Department on the Laity, African 
Consultation for Leaders of Lay Training 


WCCESSA/WCC, Secretaries! Conference 


noc (USA), National Conference on Church 
Architecture 


wcc, Department on Faith and Order, 
Lutheran Reformed Consultation 


WCC, DICARWS, Fraternal Workers Retreat 


wcc, Enlarged Meeting of the Working 
Committees of the Department on Studies in 
Evangelism 


wcC, Department on Faith and Order, Church 
Union Consultation 


LWF, Commission on World Service 
Administrative Committee Meeting of BHIRENE 


Ecumenical Institute, Orthodox Seminar: 
Introduetion to Orthodox Theology and Holy 
Week Worship 


US Conference for the WCC, Executive Commit- 


tee and Annual meeting 


Geneva 


Louvain, 
Belgium 


Odessa, USSR 


Bosseyy, 
Switzerland 


Monrovia, 
Liberia 


Bangkok 
Bangkok 
Bangkok 
Bangkok 
Bangkok 


Baltimore, USA 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Geneva 
Bangkok 


Copenhagen 


Mindolo, 
N. Rhodesia - 


Dallas, USA 


Basel, 
Switzerland 


Chéteau d'Oex, 
Switzerland 


Bossey s 
Switzerland 


Princeton, USA 


Geneva 
Morocco 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Buck wilh Falls, 
Penna., USA 


awaniet 


WCC, Youth Department, Ecumenical Work-Camp 


April 26- Bossey; 
May 2 Leaders! Conference Switzerland 
April 26- . . , 
May 2 LWF, Consultation on "The Church and the Légumkloster, 
-Jewish People" Denmark 
Horii 29 World YWCA Membership Day: Theme "Science 
and Society" % 
May 4-5 WCC, DICARWS, Executive (not definite) Geneva 
May 7-10 Youth Conference of the Historic Peace Germany 
Churches 
May 8 World Confessional Bodies, Officers 
Mey 7-14 WSCF, meeting of the working group on St. Cergue, 
ecumenical strategy in the academic world Switzerland 
May 8-14 WACB, Huropean Conference Arnoldshain, 
Germany 
May LO-11 Meeting of the Executive Committee of the Germany 
Historic Peace Churches and the Inter 
national Fellowship of Reconciliation 
May 19-25 WCC/LWF, Joint Consultation on "The Healing Ttibingen, 
Ministry in the Mission of the Church" Germany 
May 19-29 WCC, Ecumenical Institute, Study Conference Bossey, 
for the Students of the 1963/4 Session of Switzerland 
the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies 
May 19-29 WSCF, Evaluation session for the members. of Bossey, 
the international study fellowship pilot Switzerland } 
project for leadership training 
May 19-30 WSCF, Second Asian Conference on the Life Tokyo 
and Mission of the Church for university 
teachers on "The University Man in a 
Modernising Asia" 
May 7a Pele) Brethren Service Commission, Administrative Vallecrosia, 
; Committee Meeting Italy 
May 27- WCC, Faith and Order, Consultation on "The 
June 1: Significance of the Hermeneutical Problem" 

May 30- World YWCA, Executive Committee Meeting Crét-Bérard, 
June 12 Switzerland 
May 31- Brethren Service Commission European Vallecrosia, 

June 6 Conference Italy 
June 1-6 WCC, Ecumenical Institute, Conference for Bossey, 
Army Chaplains 3 Switzerland 
June 3-5 AACC, Commission on Social, National and Mindolo, Kitwe, © 
International Responsibility N. Rhodesia 
June 4-5 woo (USA), General Board New York . 
: ; 
June 8-12 LWF, Commission on Stewardship and London 


Kvangelism 


June 


June 


June 


June 


June 


6-12 


Sheds 


10-24 


ceeen ye 


14- 


July 4 


June 


June 


June 


June 


22-26 


22-26 


26-29 
ets te 


Hsin ig Begs 


June 


29- 


aL Vie 


June 


29- 


July 43 


July 


July 


July 


July 


July 


July 
July 


we July 


July 


July 
July 


2-10 


Lee: 
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WCCESSA, Conference on Christian Education 


World Alliance of YMCAs, Consultation on 
Migrant Workers in Western Europe 


WCC, Ecumenical Institute, Course for ; 
Ministers on "God's Mission and Church 
Growth" 


Committee on the Christian Responsibility 
for European Cooperation 


WCCESSA, World Curriculum Conference on 
Christian Hducation 


World Conference of Church Leaders and Bible 
Society Leaders called by the Archbishop of 
unit 


NCC (USA), National Conference on Weekday 
Religious Education 


UBS, Standing Committee Meeting 


Prague Peace Conference 


Wec., Youth Department, Orientation Confer- 
ence for American Work Campers 


WCC, Department on Cooperation of Men and 
Women, Consultation on "Men and Women at 


Work" 


World YWCA, Seminar on "Women Workers in a 
Changing World" 


WSCF, Second Latin American Conference on 
the Life and Mission of the Church on 

"Revolution and Christian Responsibility" 
WSCF, Middl 
Mission of 
on "Behold, 


é 
t 
IT Meke ALL Things Anew" 


WCC, Working Committee of the Department on 
Cooperation of Men and Women : 


woc, Department of Men and Women, Consult- 
ation on "Sexual Ethics" 


LWF, Conference on Theology for Pastors 


WCC, Ecumenical Institute, Consultation for 
Christian and Jewish Theologians 


woC, Department of Missionary Studies 
Working Committee 


World YWCA Consultation on "The Teaching of 
Languages in the YWCA" 


LWF, Conference on Theology for Pastors 


WCCESS., Planning Conference 


Bast Conference on the Life and 
ne Church for youth and students 


Hohenbeistein 
bei Stuttgart, 
Germany 


Mainau, 
Germany 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Geneva 
Switzerland 


Driebergen, 
Netherlands 


New York 


Prague, 
Czechoslovakia 


Bossey 
Switzerland 


La Chaétaignerie, 
near Geneva 


Geneva 


Rio de Janeiro 


Beirut, 
Lebanon 


La Chataignerie, 
near. Geneva 


Oxford, England 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Crét-Bérard, 
Switzerland 


Geneva 


Hamburg 


July 15-31 
July 16-22 


July 20-24 
July 22-26 


July 22-26 

July 25- 
August 1. 

July 27-29 


July 27-31 


July 29-= 
August 3 


July 27- 
August 15 


July 29-31 
July 29- 


August 3 


July 31- 
August 1 


August 1-8 
August 1-10 


August 3-13 
August 5-10 


August 6-9 


August 13-23 


August 14 


August 15-27 
August 17-25 
August 18-22 


August 18-25 


= a 
WSCF, General Committee 


WCC, Ecumenical Institute, Conference for 
Lawyers 


LWF, Theological Conference for Pastors 


WCC, Meeting of the Committee for Religious 
Liberty 


WCC, DICARWS, Divisional Committee 


WCCESSA, Christian Education Conference for 
Parish Workers 


World Alliance of YMCAs, Consultation of 
YMCA leaders working with Roman Catholics 


WCC, Executive Committee 


World Presbyterian Alliance, Youth Confer- 
ence 


Ecumenical Institute, Course for Theological 


Students on "The Church in a Technological 
World!" 


World Presbyterian Alliance, Consultation on 


Systematic Theology 


LWF, Commission on Theology 


World Presbyterian Alliance, Executive 
Committee 


World Alliance of YMCAs, Executive Committee 


WCC/WCCESSA , Joint Study Commission on 
Education | 


World Presbyterian Alliance, 19th General 
Council 


LWF, Commission on Worship and Spiritual 


Life 


4th Pacific Area Conference of the World's 
Christian Endeavour Union 


LWF, Commission on World Mission 


WPA, Executive Committee 
WCC, Faith and Order Commission 
World YMCA/YWCA, Young Adults Conference 


Directors Association of Evangelical 
Academies and Lay Training Centres, Confer- 
ence to interpret the work of European Lay 
Training Centres 


WCC, DWME, Committee on the Church and the 
Jewish People: International Summer School 


Rio de Janeiro 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Berlin 


Tutzing, 
Germany 


Germany 


Westminster 
College, Oxford 
England 


Geneva 


Tutzing, 
Germany 


Radevormwald 
near Dtisseldorf 
Germany 


Bossey, 
switzerland 


Héchst, Odenwal 
Germany 


Pullach, 
Germany - 


Frankfurt/Main 


Geneva 


Frankfurt/Main 


Bratislava, 
Czechoslovakia 


$ 
| | 
Honolulu | 
; 
Uppsala, 
Sweden 
Frankfurt/Main 
Nicosia, Cyprus 


? 
Beirut, Lebanon, 


| 


Driebergen, 
Netherlands 


| August 19-28 


August 21- 
September 1 


August 26-28 
|, August 27-29 
ea 27-31 
August 31- 


September 4 


August 31- 
September 5 


September 1-5 
September 12-19 


Septemher 14 


September 21-25 


October l- 
February 15 


(1965) 
October 5-9 
October 5-9 
October 8-18 
October 11-16 
October 12-17 


October 13-15 


October 16 
October 26-31 


October 30- 
November 2 


November 8-14 


November 9-13 


December 1-4 
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WCC, Ecumenical Institute, Course for Laymen: Bossey, 


WA Chrigtian style of, Life for Poday, 7" 


WCCESSA, World Educational Service Committee 


and Board of: Managers 


WCC, DWME, Committee on the Church and the 


Jewish People 


LWF, Coordination Committee for Budget and 


Programme 


WCC, DWME, Consultation on Mission with the 


Orthodox 


WCC, Ecumenical Institute, meeting of the 
Board 


LWF, Executive Committee 


WoC, Theological Education Fund 


British Council of Churches, Faith and Order 


Conference 
Vatican Council, 4rd Session, opens 


WCC, Department on Studies in Evangelism, 
"The Missionary Structure of the Congreg- 
ation", Eastern European Working Group 


WCC, Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, 
The Church and 


14th session; Main theme: 
the People of Israel 


Conference of European Churches, 4th 
Assembly ; 


wee (USA), Triennial Assembly of United 
Church Women 


Second All-Asia Lutheran Conference 


World Alliance of YMCAs, Consultation on 
Health and Physical Education 


WCC, Youth Department, Annual Kuropean 
Autumn Consultation 


NCC (USA), National Convocation on the 
Church in Town and Country 


World Confessional Bodies, Officers 


WCCESSA, Latin Countries! Conference on 
Christian Education 


WSCF/Pax Romana, Joint Consultation on 
Ecumenical Questions 


YMCA/YWCA Week of Prayer and World Fellow- 


shipsthnemes: J -Send. Yionk 
wcC, DICARWS, Divisional Committee 
Ncc (USA), General Board 


Switzerland 


Paris 


Driebergen, 
Netherlands 


Reykjavik, 
Iceland 


Cyprus 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Reykjavik, 
Iceland 


Berlin 


Nottingham, 
England 


Rome 


Esslingen, 
Germany 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Nyborg, 
Denmark 


Kansas City, Mo.-, 
USA 


Prapat y 
Tndonesia 


Tokyo 


Atlanta, °Gae; 


USA 


Porto, 
Portugal 


Tat Ze), 
France 


Geneva 


Des Moines, 
Towa, USA 


OAs an 


December 4% Friends of the WCC, Executive Committee and New York 
Annual Meeting 


end of December WCC, Department on Cooperation of Men and 
Women, Consultation of the Working Committee 
together with a number of African represent- 
atives, on a subject to be decided, at the 
same place as WCC Central Ret tree 


December 28- Asian Youth Assembly Philippines 
January 8 Wie) 


* * * 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


AACC All-Africa Church Conference 
BSC Brethren Service Commission. 
DICARWS Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service 
DWME Division of World Mission and Evangelism 
KACC. Kast Asia Christian Conference 
LWF Lutheran World Federation 
NCC National Council of Churches 
SASP Specialised Assistance for Social Projects (Committee for) 
UBS United Bible Societies 
WACB World Association for Christian Broadcasting 
wcc World Council of Churches 
WCCESSA World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School 
) Association 
WP& World Presbyterian Alliance 
WSCF World Student Christian Federation 
YMCA ee Alliance of the) Young Men's Christian Associations 
| YWCA forld) Young Women's Christian Association 


* * * 
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WCC EXECUTIVE RECEIVES REPORT 
FROM ITS VATICAN COUNCIL OBSERVER 


(Odessa, USSR) - A World Council of Churches! observer to the Second Vatican 

Council told its Nxecutive Committee here that "we are spectators of a drama~ } 

tic effort of sincere Roman Catholic ecumenists to draw their church from 

its monologue into dialogue with other churches". 
i 


Dr. Nicos Nissistis, a layman of the Greek Orthodox Church, declared that 
the Roman Catholic Church's "effort to move in an ecumenical direction" and 
the fact that it had invited observers from other churches to the Vatican 
Council indicate "a reorientation of the Roman Catholic Church. 


"Even though it maintains a centrally exclusive ecclesiology it is on the 
way to taking seriously the existence of the ecumenical movement." 


ond session, addressed an early session of the five-day (February 10-14) 
Committee meeting. He is associate director of the WCC's Ecumenical In- 


. 
| 
Dr. Nissiotis, one of the WCC's four observers to the Vatican Council's sec- 
t 
} 
stitute at Bossey, near Geneva. ) 


The invitation for the 14-member policy-making body to meet in Russia, the 
first time any WCC group has ever done so, was given by the Russian Orthodox 
Church which became a Council member in November, 1961. . 


Dr. Nissiotis told Committee members that "perhaps one of the greatest 
achievements'' of the Council is the Constitution on the Divine Liturgy al- 
ready promulgated, especially its emphasis on "the Paschal joy of the 
Resurrection" and on "the central role of the sermon and the use of the 
vernacular in certain parts of services". 
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See as the one centre of organic unity of the Church", For the Orthodox 


Christ as the only cornerstone." 
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Speaking of the Vatican schema on ecumenism debated in the second session, 
Dr. Nissiotis said it is "a very encouraging Sign that in this text ecumenis 
is based on the one hand on the internal renewal of the Church and on the 
other hand on the prayers of all Christians". 


But, he noted that until now Vatican Council deliberations, and especially 
the ecumenism schema, seem "deliberately to have ignored the major diffi- 
culty between the Roman Catholic Church and other churches". 


This he identified as "the unquestioned principle of obedience to the Roman 


churches, he stressed, the principle is "the root and basis of the Roman 
attitude and the basic obstacle in discussions with Rome. 


"The only possibilities for a fruitful ecclesiological discussion with Rome 
hang on the acceptance of a conception of the Church as standing on Jesus 


He added that it is precisely because in the World Council of Churches the 

churches meet together without recognizing a single ecclesiastical centre 
that the Orthodox churches can participate in it. The Worlid Council sal tar 
from adopting monolithic attitudes on doctrinal or ethical questions remains | 
open to the diversity of the gifts of the Holy Spirit", 


At the same session Dr. W.A, Visser !+ Hooft, WCC general secretary, pres- — 
ented his semi-annual report to the Committee, He reported that while the © 
Vatican Council and the Pope's pilgrimage to the Holy Land had overshadowed 
other ecumenical events in this period, the WCC-sponsored world missionary 
meeting held in Mexico City in December had been of first importance. He 
Said the meeting represented the first such gathering attended not only by © 
missions experts but by leaders of other areas of the Church's ministry. and 
that it had clearly illustrated the central place of missions in the Church 
and the interdependence of all elements in the Christian ministry. 


despite illness visited the Committee!s session. The Metropolitan had 


pioneered in the participation of the Russian Orthodox Church in the: World 


The Committee was welcomed to the city by Metropolitan Boris of Odessa who : 
: 
Council, | 


case Bes3 * 


Harlier in Moscow, en route here, the Committee was welcomed at a formal 
dinner by Metropolitan Nicodim of Leningrad, head of the Foreign Affairs | 
Office of the Moscow Patriarchate, who is himself a member of the Committee. | 


happy to stress the. sincere efforts and good will of the World Council of 


Churches which is fulfilling the important task which contemporary life lays 
upon all Christian churches and organizations, . 


, 
‘The Metropolitan told the Committee that "the Russian Orthodox Church is | 


"We fervently hope that with the help of God the great family of Christian 
churches which are in fellowship with one another in the World Council will 
increasingly witness to the truth of the Gospel, strengthen their brotherly . 
unity, and serve without reservation Jesus Christ their Saviour.,." 
; 
. 


Responding, Committee chairman Dr. Pranklin Clark Fry, New York, expressed 

the gratitude of the participants for the hospitality. Recalling that the 
fussian Orthodox Church had become a World Council member in November, 1961, 
he said that the Council had been "delighted with the rapidity with which it 


has taken its full place in the World Council, being ably represented in all ~ 
areas of the Council's life", 
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\ final speaker was 4 representative of the Council for Russian Orthodox 
*hurch Affairs of the Council of Ministers of the USSR who also welcomed 
the Committee and assured it that all efforts will be made to facilitate 
he progress of its work. 


* * * 


While in Moscow Committee members also visited His Holiness Alexis, Patriarch 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, and took part in services at several Orthodox 
churches. 


‘Preaching to a congregation of more than 2,000 persons at the Church of 
Saints Peter and Paul, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, the woC!s general secretary, 
said that the World Council “has already come to know the Orthodox Church of 
Russia and the great Eastern Christian tradition well enough to realize that 
it has great gifts to give other churches .-. especially the glorious Easter 
joy and its faithfulness at all times". 


But he reminded the congregation that the Russian Orthodox Church also can 

be enriched in receiving from other Council member churches particularly the 
' younger churches! of Asia and Africa “whose rapid growth reminds us of the 
power of God's word which cannot be bound and goes on to call men to the life 
of communion with Christ". 


Speaking of the WCC's member churches he concluded: "We can be a great force 
of reconciliation between the nations and races, building bridges of under= 
standing between the peoples" and helping "the world in search of real free- 
dom and justice and in the overcoming of the enemies of mankind such as War 
and oppression". 


A report said "the congregation responded very warmly" to the sermon and 
"expressed its joy and gratitude by acclamation". The celebrants of the 
liturgy at the service were Metropolitan Nicodim of Leningrad, Bishop Alexis 
of Tallinn, and Bishop Philaret of Vienna, Austria. 


‘The major topic of discussion of the first meeting of the Executive Committee. 


was the selection of a successor for Dr. W.A. Visser '4 Hooft. tn 1961 Dr; 
Visser !t Hooft, who has headed the World Council since its formation, gave 
notice of his intention to retire in 1965, when he will reach the ago of 65% 
the normal retirement age of wee staff. In 1963 the WCC's Central Committee 
asked the Executive Committee to present to it a nomination for a successor 
at its next session scheduled in January, 1965. 


The Executive Committee has already consulted members of the Central Com- 
mittee, and member churches not represented on this Committee, as well as 
members of the Council's staff. However, its work is still in the initial 
stages and no announcement is expected before 1965. EPS, Geneva 


PROMOTE MORE ECUMENICAL CONTACTS , 
LATIN AMERICAN STUDENTS ASK 


(Louvain, Belgium) - Some forty Protestant and Roman Catholic students from 
Latin America studying in Europe have concluded their third consecutive annual 
meeting here with a request that future meetings be longer with the purpose 

of "promoting the ecumenical spirit through personal contacts". 


The students, thirty per cent of whom had taken part in the previous meeting®, 
also suggested that future gatherings include more common worship to provide 
tmore of the riches of common liturgical elements", and more Bible study to 
help them "discover the scriptural dimension Of eo God s\iwill fom His Church 
in our times 


a == oe ll 
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The meeting was sponsored by the World Student Christian Federation and Pax 
Romana, the international Roman Catholic student organization. Discussions 
were based on the theme "Christian Participation in the Latin American 
Revolution", Speakers included Father Braun of Argentina and Professor 
Mauricio Lopez of the staff of the World Council of Churches, 


The students came from Chile, Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil, Venezuela, Panama, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, and Cuba. EPS, Geneva 


DR. VISSER '!T HOOFT SEES HOLY LAND MEETING 
AS "POSITIVE ECUMENICAL FACT" 


(Mainz, Germany) - Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, described in a television interview here the meeting 
between Pope Paul VI and the Ecumenical Patriarch as "a positive ecumenical 
fact", but stressed that it was “only a first beginning". 


In a programme taped before his departure for the WCC's Executive Committee 
meeting in Odessa, USSR, the WCC leader said however that the Holy Land | 
encounter had been “misinterpreted somewhat in different quarters", | 


Both Roman Catholic and Orthodox leaders, he pointed out, had officially 
stated that it was a meeting between two pilgrims and therefore was not 
really a meeting between Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism. 


The most important thing about the encounter, he said, was that it under- 
scored the true importance of the ecumenical movement, such as that which 
finds expression in the World Council, in-which church leaders can meet on 
a basis of "equality and mutuality. 


"Por us", he added, "the really important thing is that (the World Council) 
is a completely voluntary movement which is not bound to any ecclesiastical 
or historical centre. We believe there is a great future to this concept 
of the ecumenical task," EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH SAYS 
"MIXED MARRIAGES NOT SINFUL" 


(Potchefstroom, South Africa) - A committee of the Gereformeerde Kerk has 
come to the conclusion that there is nothing in the Bible which says that 
mixed marriages are sinful. 


The church is one of the smaller of the Dutch Reformed churches in the 
Republic. 


In a report to the synod here, the committee said there are no biblical 
grounds for a resolution against mixed marriaged adopted by the synod in 
1920. 


That resolution had pronounced mixed marriages a "serious infringement 
against the social order which has drawn a sharp dividing line between whites 
and coloureds under the providential ordination of God". It also had said 
that white persons who contracted a mixed marriage should thereafter join 

the coloured community. 


The present report said that on the basis of the scriptures such a marriage 

need not cause any self-reproach, It said children born of such a marriage 

Should join a coloured church should they be accepted as coloured persons. . 
EPS, Geneva 
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| WCC APPEALS FOR $1,000,000 
[TO MEBT AFRICAN EMERGENCIES 


(Geneva) - Moved by horrifying reports of carnage in Central Africa, the 
| World Council of Churches has lauched an appeal to its member churches for 
| $1,000,000 to set up a Special Fund for meeting current emergencies south 
| of the Sahara. 


iThe appeal was made by the Executive Committee of the WCC's Division cf 

| Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. It requested the Executive 
|; Committee of the World Council at its meeting in Odessa, Russia, this week 
| tu endorse the appeal and commend it ty the churches, 


| This was done to ensure that it shculd be brought authoritatively to the 
notice of the WCC's 209 Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox member churches 
| throughout the world. 


I Tho proposed Special Fund for African Emergencies will enable avtion to be 


taken to feed and resettle refugees in African countries;: start farming 
| activities by providing tools, seed, livestock, ploughs, and other equip- 
| ment; provide pastoral care; and augment vducational and medical services. 


| In setting up the fund, the Division aims to help the 150,000 refugees from 
Rwanda who have fled to Burundi, Uganda, Tanganyika, and the Congo; the 

| 100,000 refugees from Mozambique; the 10,000 refugees from the Sudan; a 

| substantial number of refugee students from Angola; and the victims of 

|; apartheid legislation. 


|The reports that led to the Committee's appeal gave estimates, believed to 

| be conservative, of the killing of 10,000’ Watutsi tribesmen in kwanda where, 
fit igs alleged, genocide - race extermination - is being practised by the 

| ruling Bahutu people. 


| These reports spoke of "rivers running red with plood", of bodies floating 
| past a bridge at the rate of 40 within ten minutes, and of-a “dementia of 
| fear" in Rwanda. 


| Another repurt spoke of 2,500 Watutsi refugees - the survivors of a group of 
| 15,000 - who were sheltering in a missicn station in Burundi. The station 

| had been cleared to accommodate 1,900 of these people wut it was so crowded 

that the refugees had to sleep in shifts. Others had crowded into a cvach- 
| house. Despite the cold ~ the station was at an elevation of 4,500 fees, ‘= 

the only covering available was leaves on the floor. The only food was 
sweet potatoes, brought in each day by the missionaries, and was in such 
short supply that those who ate at midday had to go hungry at night. 


we 


| At anuther centre, it was reported, only 12 Watutsi had been ahle to save 
themselves out of 6,000: 

The reports spoke.of Watutsi women and children being slaughtered along with 
their menfolk. 


The attacks by the Bahutu had sent new waves of refugees pouring across the 
frentiers into the neighbouring countries. EPS, Geneva 
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JAMAICA MEETING SEEN AS 
BEGINNING OF "BREAKTHROUGH" 


(Kingston, Jamaica) - Bishop John J. McEleney, S. J., Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Kingston, Jamaica, said here that ecumenical dialogue must not be left in 
the hands of bishops and heads of churches, but must be carried on at .the 
level of the local parish and congregation, 


He was speaking to a Christian Unity Week meeting at which, for the. first 
time in Jamaica, bishops of the Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Moravian 
churches met together to speak publicly about the ecumenical movement. 


Bishop MeHleney said that the Catholic Church must do penance for its mistakes, 
and added: "We ask pardon of all Christians whom we have offended, and we 
certainly pardon all who have offended us." 


All three bishops described the meeting as "historic and momentous", and 
many observers regard it as the beginning of an "ecumenical breakthrough" in 
Jamaica, Three days later the Jamaica Broadcasting Corporation presented 
a television programme in which, again for the first time in Jamaica, a 
Roman Catholic priest, an Anglican clergyman, and a Disciples of Christ 
minister joined publicly in an act of penitence and of prayer for unity. 


During the same week, two proposals for united Christian action were announced 
One is a plan to build a United Theological College at the University of the 
West Indies to train ordinands for the Anglican, Baptist, Congregational, 
Disciples of Christ, Methodist, Moravian, and Presbyterian churches. The 
other is a seheme for cooperative unity, which would lead to organic union 
within ten years, between the Congregational, Disciples of Christ, Methodist, 
Moravian, and Presbyterian churches. Both schemes have yet to receive the 
final approval of the synods concerned. EPS, Geneva 


LAITY'S ROLE IN INDEPENDENT KENYA 
STRESSED BY ARCHBISHOP 


(Nairobi) - The Anglican, Archbishop of East Africa, the Most. Rev. Li J. Beeches 
said here that one of the weaknesses of the churches is that they rely too 
much upon their ordained ministry and not enough upon the laity. (See EPS 

as 2}. . | | % 


Speaking to African leaders convened here for study of the churches! respons- 
ibility in an independent Kenya, the Archbishop stressed the necessity for 
the "fresh realisation of the importance uf service to Kenya un the part of 
every Christian". He noted that there are 1,800,000 Christians in Kenya 
who provide the potential of a powerful task force for the Church. 


"Hven if only one in ten of these takes upon himself ..«. the responsibility 
for lay service, it means a task force available of teachers, surgeons, nurses 
dressers, policemen, agriculturalists, farmers, shopkeepers, and others from 
every walk of life", he declared. 


Archbishop Beecher called for the formation of a Department to deal with the 
laity and social responsibility in the Christian Council of Kenya - ate 
appeal which the cenference supported in a resolution at its closing session. 
In other avtions the conference, which was sponsored by the Kenya Christian 
Council, also passed resolutions asking for greater unity among Christian 
youth organizations and an expanded prugramme of vocational training for 
youths who leave school before graduation. EPS, Geneva 
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JAIL TERMS, FINES ASSESSED 
AGAINST PICKETING MINISTERS 


(Hattiesburg, Miss.) - Nine United Presbyterian clergymen arrested here 
during picketing to protest voter registration practices were sentenced to 
four-month jail terms and $200 fines. All were released on appeal bonds. 


The group - eight white and one Negro - was part of a second cnntingent of 
ministers who travelled from many points across the country to join 
Mississippi Negroes in the demonstration. Earlier, some 60 ministers and 
rabbis took part in the picketing. 


Appearing here in the wake of the arrests was Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, chief 
executive officer of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, and acting 
chairman of the National Council of Churches! Commission un Religion and 
Race. A spokesman said his presence was to "lend moral support" .to the 
arrested clergy of his church and the demonstrators. 


Meanwhile pastors and elders of fuur congregations of the Presbyterian Church 
in the USA (Southern) in this area issued a statement disassociating them-. 
selves from demonstrations. 


The statement from leaders of the four churches here and at nearby Petal, 
Miss., quoted from the Westminster Confession of Faith (1646) used by the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. The extracted statement, from Chapter 33, 
Section 4, reads: 


"Synods and Councils are to handle or conclude nothing but that which is 
ecclesiastical: and are not to intermeddle with civil affairs which concern 
wealth unless by way of humble petitiun in cases extraordinary; or by way 
of advice for satisfaction of conscience, if they be thereunto required by 
the civil magistrate." EPS, Geneva 


WCC OFFICIALS CABLE U THANT 
CONCERNING "TRAGEDY" IN RWANDA 


(Odessa, USSR) - Officials of the World Council of Churches! international 
affairs agency have cabled U Thant, secretary-general of the United Nations, 
from here to-express concern about the "tragic situation in Rwanda". 


"According to all available evidence" the situation "has the marks of 
genocide", the cable said. 


The cable was signed by Sir Kenneth Grubb, London, chairman, and Dr. 0. 
Frederick Nolde, New York, director of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs. 


They are in Odessa for the meeting February 10-14. of the World Council's 


policy-making Executive Committee. 


The World Council last week (February 7) issued an appeal for $1,000,000 for 

a Special Fund for African Emergencies after hearing reports that conservative 
estimates indicate ten thousand Watutsi tribesmen in Rwanda have been killed 
by the ruling Bahutu people. (See story page 5) 


The complete text of the cable follows: 

"Having conferred here in Moscow with colleagues from many parts of the world 
including some who know Rwanda well preparatory to meeting World Council 
Executive in Odessa we reflect their deep concern about the tragic situation 
in Rwanda which according to available evidence has the marks of genocide. 

We welcome your initiatives and trust that the United Nations may find it 
possible to take effective action. The World Council has just announced 

a special Emergency Fund $1,000,000 for Africa including especially Rwanda 


_ where it has already financed much relief work" HPS, Geneva 
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MOVES TO END "WORST" REFUGEE FROBLEM: 
WCC APPEALS FOR $500,900 


(Geneva) - One of the world's worst refugee problems is moving towards a 
solution. 


Word has been received here that the Indian government has approved plans of 
the Bengal Refugee Service (BRS) to resettle the nearly 7,000 refugees living 
in Sealdah, Calcutta's central railroad station. 


The Rev. Keith Dowding, agency director cabled World Council of Churches 
officials that BRS plans now have the "green light". 


The Bengal Refugee Service is an agency of the National Christian Council of 
India and is supported with funds contributed by the World Council of Churches 
209 member churches around the world. 


The World Council immediately launched an appeal for $500,000 (US). to under- 


write the cost of the move and resettlement. 


Many of the Sealdah refugees - a total of some 1,300 families - have been 
living in the station since the partition of India and Pakistan in 1947. 
Their "home" has been a straw mat or burlap in tiny cubicles in or near the 
station. 


The squalor, need, and poverty of their condition has often been described 
as constituting the worst single refugee problem in the world. 


Bengal Refugee Service officials have been holding discussions with Indian 
government representatives for several years in an attempt to find a solution 
to the problem. 


The resettlement plan is three-fold. Those refugees who are totally 
unemployed will be resettled on a site some 25 miles northeast of the city, 
Those who have some marginal employment in Calcutta will be given assistance 
in locating within the greater Calcutta area. A third, and by far the, 
smallest group, which has a slightly better but still minimal income, will 
be assisted in resettling in another area in the metropolitan district, 


The government will donate the land and Bengal Refugee Service will super- 
vise the move and resettlement of all three groups. 


As it has done for other refugee colonies in the area in which it is working, 
the agency also will give the refugees assistance, either in materials or 
loans, to put up houses, help them build a school and community centre, and 
provide medical services and a milk-feeding programme for the children. 

It also will start vocational training programmes for the adults and a small 
industries programme to help supplement incomes, EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH THEOLOGIAN 
QUESTIONS PAPAL PILGRIMAGE 


(Lyon) - Serious questions concerning the Pope's pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
are raised by Pastor Roland de Pury, the prominent French theologian, in an 
article published in the current issue of L'Illustré Protestant. 


Referring to "the inflation of words by a delirious press", and "those three 
days spent racing against time", he said that while many regretted the — 
conditions of the visit it was realised that "the Pope could do absolutely 
nothing about them, 


"He certainly would far rather have meditated in solitude than have provided 
the subject for photographers from all over the world. But the conditions 

of the Papacy ... it was the Pope's way of bearing the Cross and of being 
‘delivered! to man. The Pope could not travel except as the SovereignPontif, 
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But, the author continues, "if the conditions of the pilgrimage are bound 
up with the conditions of the Papacy, one cannot then avoid the question: 
is the condition of the Pope compatible with the Gospel ? 


"Indeed Paul was admirable. He behaved as well as he could under such 
conditions, but are not such conditions the negation of the gospel stories 
which emphasise the care Jesus took to remain incognito ... to avoid becoming 
the object of propaganda ? 


"(While ) Jesus did not always succeed and He was pressed by the crowds to 
the point of having to take refugee in a boat ... the Passion nevertheless 
demonstrates that Jesus still succeeded eventually, in escaping and deceiving 
all the propagandists ... 


"The conditions of (Pope Paul's) pilgrimage and the way in which it was 
exploited are an d6verwhelming trial fora Christian. One is given the 
impression that the Gospel story is devalued and is turned into religion, 
not by the Bishop of Rome, but by the torrents of 'papalolotry', the cascade 
of blasphemies scattered by a delirious press ..." 


Author de Pury added that while the meeting between the Pope and .the 
Foumenical Patriarch was a "cause for rejoicing", the whole context in which 
it took place (may result) in'compromising the results of the Second Vatican 
Council", 


‘He concluded: "Let Paul VI go to Paris like thie it he tikes. Let the 
Emperor of Japan go to jerusalem like this if he likes, But Paul VI should 


not visit the Holy Land in this way. I wish this pilgrimage had never 
taken place. I wish it could be undertaken again in Jen entirely different 
way.'! HPS, Geneva 


EUROPEAN STUDENT LEADERS 
DISCUSS "NEW ETHICS" 


(Prague) - Twenty-nine leaders of Huropean student Christian movements and 
youth organizations have concluded a week-long meeting here to discuss 
MNew Ethics". 


The meeting, the first held in Eastern Burope, was the most representative 
thus far in the annual gatherings. Participants came from 15 countries. 
Bight of them were from Eastern Kurope. 


In the discussion of the theme, chosen because "vouth everywhere are 
questioning traditional ethical systems", the committee agreed that ethical 
decisions must be made within a community and that Ene aam Le nov Ma new 
set of rules of behaviour but a dynamic and revolutionary ethic pointing 

Go. the living Christ". 


The same theme was also discussed in a recent three-day meeting of secretaries 
of the European Student Christian Movements in the Schools, at Bad Salzuflen, 
Germany. EPS, Geneva 
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| CCIA OFFICIAL ADVOCATES 
| FREEDOM OF BELIEF FOR ALL 
(Odessa, USSR) - Atheists as well as adherents of a religion must have 
| the right to freedom of belief, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, New York, director 
| of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, declared here. 
; 
| 
! 
| 
. 


At the same time he emphasised "all men must have the right not only to 
maintain or to change their religion or belief, but to manifest oF in 
society". 


Dr. Nolde, addressed the morning session on February 12 of the Executive 
Committee of the World Council of Churches. The Commission is a Council 
agency. 


Referring to the draft declaration on religious intolerance prepared by 

a United Nations sub-committee, Dr. Nolde noted that in the UN discussions 
the Russian expert had urged that it include clauses to protect the freedom 
of atheists. (See EPS No. 5) 


Dr. Nolde said he agreed with the Russian expert's concern, but emphasised 
the rights of men of religious belief to manifest that belief in society. 


"There is consequently need for coexistance of varying religions and 
beliefs with every opportunity for peaceful competion," he said. In order 
that a confrontation of this kind can take place freedom of religious 
propaganda as well as freedom of anti-religious propaganda must be ensured 
by constitution, law, juridical action, and public practice. 


t 

. "Christians", he added, "are confident that truth will prevail in any 
competitive dialogue" and therefore wish that the rights of proponents 
of all religions and beliefs be "safeguarded against interference". 


Sir Kenneth Grubb, London, chairman of the Commission reported on recent 
developments in East Africa especially the massacres of Watutsi's in 
Rwanda. The WCC has launched a one million dollar appeal to aid refugees 
from Rwanda as well as other refugee groups in the continent. 


Sir Kenneth also referred to the expulsion of missionaries from the 

Sudan as the result of the government's "Sudanisation" programme and 
noted that in the southern part of the country,in the midst of an animist 
majority,there is "a substantial Christian community". He reported 

he had met with the Sudanese Minister of Interior and that the Minister 
has asked him to communicate to him any of the agency's concerns that _ 
arise in the future. EPS, Geneva 


| 7 r - 
: ‘ : i 

; - 
— va 4 * . w Gf i . on " 7 tet f janes 


* 


No. 6 - 13th February, 1964 11 


DUTCH SYNOD RESPECTS PRINCESS!S DECISION, 
BUT EXPRESSES FEAR FOR ECUMENICAL RELATIONS 


(The Hague) - Prince Irene of the Netherlands! decision to join the Roman 
Catholic Church must be respected although it has "deeply shocked many 
Christians of the Reformation", the Moderamen (Bxecutive Committee) of the 
General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church said in a statement issued 
here. 


The statement, addressed to all members of the church, after the Moderamen 
had "carefully examined all aspects of this event" declared that "in the 
light of the Dutch heritage of freedom of religion and conscience a personal 
decision like the one in question must be respected". 


It said the Moderamen had sent a letter to Queen Juliana and Prince Bernhard 
assuring them that "the (Reformed) church to which you belong stands with 
you, 


Tt said a letter also had been sent to Bernard Cardinal Alfrink of Utrecht, 
who accepted the Princess into the Roman Catholic Church. 


This letter, the statement said, expressed the church's concern that “the 
way in which this transition to the Church of Rome ... is being accomplished 
risks disturbing the relationship between the Roman Catholic Church and the 
churches of the Reformation, a relationship which had been developing in 
mutual openness". 


The statement said the letter had been sent. to the Cardinal because “in 
evaluating such a ‘transition’ (one must ask) whether an essentially unecum- 
enical attitude has not been manifested". 


It concluded by asking all members of the church to refrain from actions 
which would "serve to deny the seriousness of the question ... and (which 
would) be contrary to the word and spirit ere cuetet', 


Princess Irene's engagement to a Roman Catholic, Spanish Prince Carlos Hugo 


of Bourbon y Parma, was announced last week. The Princess, who was second 
in line for the throne after her sister Beatrix has renounced her rights to 
succession. EPS, Geneva 


INTERCONFESSIONAL RESEARCH UNITS 
HELD: NEEDED IN ECUMENICAL ERA 


(Boston) ~- DY. Paul So. Minear, 4 Yale University Divinity School professor, 
has proposed establishment of interconfessional research institutes in 
Europe and North America to keep up with the scholarly demands of the ecum- 
enical movement. | 


"Only the best historical and theological methodologies, only the most 
competent scholarly personnel, only the most deep-diving and continuous ven~ 
tilation of issues", Dr. Minear said, "can produce the quality of mesearch 
the ecumenical age requires." 


Dr. Minear, who is a former director of the Department of Faith and Order of 


the World Council: of Churches, spoke at a dinner marking the 125th anniver- 
sary of the Boston University School of Theology. EPS, Geneva 
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INDIAN LEADERS MAP PLANS FOR 
MASSIVE CURRICULUM PROGRAMME 


(Jabalpur, India) - Forty-five official representatives of 25 churches and 
church agencies met here to develop curricula for moral instruction and 
Christian education of India's school children. 


In l2 days of sessions sponsored by the India Sunday School Union, participants 
drew up the basic outlines of two curricula for classes one through eleven. 


The first of these will be for all children regardless of community and 
religion and will have as its purpose the provision of moral instruction. 

The second will be designed especially for children of the Christian 
community as the basis for instruction in classes held outside of schovl hours. 


The total project is envisioned on a five-year plan and the material will 
appear in Hindu and English and 14 regional languages. There will be 385 
volumes. 


The contents of the books, by intent of the conference members, will be a 
Clear expression of the church's will to orientate herself to a renascent 
India", a communiqué said. 


Funds to finance the enterprise will be sought not only from Indian sources, 
but from various church agencies abroad including the World Council of 
Christian Education. 


Background of the conference was a situation described in part by a Government 
Committee on Religious and Moral Instruction which, in its 1959 report, noted 
increasing signs of indiscipline among the young, and the tremendous need for 


solid grounding in moral values in times of rapid change such as the present. 


In a "Basic Statement" issued at the conclusion of the conference the 
delegates noted the "unprecedented pressures on the minds and hearts of the 
young, and the growing reliance on science and human resources", It listed 
as favourable factors India's concept of a secular government, religious © 
freedom, the desire of the government to stress moral and spiritual values, 
and the rivh religious heritage of the country. EPS, Geneva 


ORDINATION OF WOMEN OBSTACLE 
TO UNITY, SAYS CATHOLIC LEADER 


(Limburg, Germany) - A West German Roman Catholic leader, citing concern over 
recent legislation by many Protestant churches said their ordination of women 
constituted a grave obstacle to Christian unity. 


Auxiliary Bishop Walter Kampe of Limburg declared it was "most surprising" 
that Protestant theology which regarded the Bible as the sole source of faith, 
neglected to note that Christ appointed only men as His apostles and that 

St. Paul opposed women leaders of divine services. He said that Catholics 
had remained silent on the question because they wished to avoid interference 
in internal Protestant discussions, "At a time, however, when all actions 

of one Christian confession have repercussions upon all others we can only 


hope that our Evangelical co-Christians think over well what they are doing", 
he added. 


"The (minimum) request we have to make is that all further steps be avoided 
whioh might widen the separation of Christians. If the Protestant side has 
voiced the expectation that the Vatican Council will not proclaim new dogmas 
which could not be recognised by all Christians, we in turn must-expect the 
Protestant churches not to create any institution which must become a new 
source of controversy." . EPS, Geneva 
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SIX TEACHERS DEPORTED 
FROM GHANA 


(Accra) - Six teachers at the University of Ghana have heen deported from 
the country for alleged "subversive activities", All six are foreigners. 
Four are American, one is British and one is from Guadeloupe. 


The Briton was the Rev. J. V. Stewart, an Anglican clergyman, who was the 
University's chaplain and lecturer in its department of religion. He also 
was joint secretary of the Ghana church union committee, a body composed of 
Anglicans, Presbyterians, kvangelical Presbyterians, and Methodists. 


According to a government statement all those deported were involved in 
"recent events prejudicial to the security of the State". The deportations 
came after strong attacks in the pro-government press on both students and 
some members of the university's staff. In the most recent attack the 
Ghamian Times called for the elimination of "pockets of subversion" in the 
university. EPS, Geneva 


GHANA WARNS RELIGIOUS GROUPS 
AGAINST OPPOSING NKRUMAH 


(Accra) -~ Ghana's minister of education warned religious groups against 
opposing the government's one-party system following a referendum which 
established the country as an official Socialist state. 


Minister A. J. Dowuona-Hammond declared here that Ghana's constitution permits 
freedom of religion, but the government "would never tolerate the existence 

of any religion which, through its teachings, spreads notions of rebellion 
and disrespect to the state". 


He said Ghana also would not tolerate any religion which would prevent the 
people from "leading and enjoying the full life". EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Bishop Robert Selby Taylor, Bishop of Grahamstown, South Africa, has been 
elected Anglican Archbishop of Capetown. He sueceeds Dr. Joost de Blank 
‘who was recently named a canon of Westminster Abbey, England. 
s 


* * * 


Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, and Protestant representatives 

have met with Hindu leaders in Nagpur, India, for discussions aimed at 

paving the way for a Christian-Hindu "dialogue". All were members of a study 
circle which had held two previous sessions. During the week-long discussions 
the participants read together in what was described as "a spirit of conten- 
plation and prayer" selected passages from the Bible and the sacred books of 
Hinduism. 


* * * 


According to The Japan Christian Yearbook for 1963, published by the National 
Christian Council of Japan, the number of Christians in Japan now totals 
768,285, of whom 433,894 are Protestants; 300,000 Roman Catholics, and 


34,391 Orthodox. 
* * ai 
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There are only two Old Catholic priests in East Germany to minister to the 
church's 2,000 members there, the church has reported. It noted Hast German 
authorities will not permit other clergy to enter from West Germany, although 
one leader has been given permission to visit there at Faster, It reported 
most of the Old Catholic parishes in East Germany are "still very young", 
consisting mainly of refugees from Czeshoslovakia and Poland who came into 
the country at the end of World War II. 


* * * 


A special. issue of the Kongo San Salvador/Portuguese New Testament has been 
printed for distribution by missionaries to refugees from Angola coming into 
the Congo, A report from the Bible Societies in the Congo said that many of 
the scriptures circulated in this way "have been finding their way back into 
the Angolan forests where the church is in hiding". The Societies are also 
distributing scriptures in camps set up. for refugees from the Sudan and among 
Watutsi refugees from Rwanda, Nh ; 


* * * 


Christian women around the globe will mark the annual World Day of Prayer 
tomorrow (February 14). Offerings from the services will help support a 
variety of inter-church aid and missions programmes around the world. The 
special worship service to be used internationally this year was prepared by 
a Frenchwoman, Dr. Madeleine Barot, on the theme, "Let Us Pray. Dr. Barot 
is executive secretary of the World Council of Churches! Department on the 


n 


Coouperation.of Men and Women in Church, Family, and Society. 


* * * 


the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina (USA) has declined - despite repeated 
pleas from some delegates ~ to take a stand now on racial integration of 


institutions wholly or partly owned by the diocese. Instead, the diocese 
established a deadline » 1965 - for the institutions +o "make a clear state-— 
ment" regarding their racial policies. The annual session tabled a motion 


that would have cut off denominational funds to any institutions which. 
practise racial discrimination, 


x * * 


In two Sundays one year apart, attendance at morning public worship in 
Stockholm increased li percent, a survey by the Institute of Religious Sotio- 


logy has shown. At services of the national Lutheran Church the rise was 16 
percent, but the over-all sverage was lowered by a smaller increase in the 
worship attendance in the free churches. The Sundays compared.were Nv. 18, 


L962, and Nove yi 7, 1964, which were described as having "equivalent external 
conditions", : 
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Ordination of women in the Presbyterian Church in the US (Southern) has been. 
approved by a majority of the denomination's 80 presbyteries. However, final 
approval must still come from the General Assembly set for April 23-29 in 
Montreat, North Carolina, Action to refer the matter to the presbyteries 

was taken by the 1963 Assembly. The Indian Presbytery in Oklahoma cast the 
4lst vote in favour, thus assuring the necessary majority. Aad of Jan. 3k, 

24 presbyteries had opposed the measure and'15 were still unreported, 


; 
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WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ISSUES 
STATEMENT ON CHRISTIAN UNITY 


(Moscow) - The: Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches meeting 
in Odessa, USSR, last week (February 10 - 14) adopted a statement titled 
"Christian Unity :; The Present Stage". The text of the statement was issued 
at a press conference here on February VO. 


A communiqué issued with the statement noted that the Executive Committee 

adopted the statement. after it had "studied and discussed recent ecumenical 
developments, especially the second session of the Vatican Council and many 
important meetings between the leaders of different Christian confessicns". 


The statement, which will be sent to the WCC's 209 member churches, declares 
that its aim is to "set forth afresh these principles which have inspired 
the common life of the World Council of Churches" in the search for unity. 
It said that 'we have entered upon a new period in the history of the 
ecumenical movement", 


Et noted that now "nearly all churches recognise and are engaging actively 
in the pursuit of Christian unity", and described as "especially welcome the 
attention which the Roman Catholic Church is devoting to the subject of 
ecumenism, in the deliberations Of theSecond Vatican Council". 


The Committee also welcomed with rejoicing the fact that "more and more 
personal relationships are being established, both among church leaders and 
among members of the different confessions", — 


However, it declared, "the real crux of the ecumenical problem remains - 
that of the relationships be{ween the churches", _ 
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Far this reason, the statement, said, "the right of every church to hold and 
develop its own particular attitude to the problem of church unity should be 
fully recognised and respected", 


What the World Gouncil seeks to promote, it said, is "a.conversation within 
a fellowship which has become a new experience in the life of the churches 
as they have shared in prayer and action", 


In the WCC the churches "recognise one another as confessing the same Lord, 
sharing the same baptism and participating in a common calling to the glory 
of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit". | 


The WCC's member churches do not look for "a unity characterised by uniformity 
or by @ single centralized administrative authority". 


Although they "may have reservations concerning one another's ecclesiological 
position" they are ready to engage in this conversation on “equal terms" and 
Nall are expected to listen as well as to spéak, to receive as well as to 
Bive', At the same time “existing differences and tensions are frankly 
faced", and doctrinal relativism repudiated. 


But such conversation is not all they do, the statement continued. | These 
churches whenever it is possible to do so "seek to render assistance to each 
other in case of need, and support one another in their witness to Christ", 
Common witness and common action are their constant aim, it underlined. 


The statement concluded: "We encourage the member churches of the World 
Council to persevere in the living out of these convictions in every part of 
the world, and to use to the full the great opportunities which God is 
granting: the ecumenical movement in this generation. We believe that 
churches and their congregations as well as individual Christians should 
seize the new possibilities of personal contact, of frank conversation, as 
prayer together and of co-operation in common Christian tasks with fellow- 
Christians of whatever confession. We warmly invite those churches outside 
our membership to consider how they might be able to enter into this kind 

of fellowship. Since all churches have a great responsibility towards each 
other and can learn from the renewal which is granted to others we encourage 
them to co-operate more and more in service to the world in the name of 
Christ, the bord) of adi EPS, Geneva 


(See Document I appended for full text of the statement) 


WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ASKS 
JOINT DISARMAMENT PROPOSALS 


(Moscow) ~ The World Council of Churches! Executive Committee has advocated 
jointly sponsored disarmament proposals because "governments tend to maintain 
that a plan is acceptable only if proposed by their representatives". 


It said this attitude "must give way to a readiness to appraise plans on merit 
and to a procedure of meaningful negotiation whereby jointly sponsored propos- 
itions may be put forward". It described the goal of negotiations as 
"seneral and comprehensive disarmament". 


The statement was adopted by the ld-member international committee during its 
five-day meeting (Feb. 10-14) in Odessa, USSR. It was released at a press 
conference here February 16. 


The Committee also advocated that governments seek disarmament agreements whic 
"ynreserve reasonable parity since peace rests tenuously on a balance of power!" 
The Committee said that recent disarmament proposals by "both sides" are "in 


a number of instances sufficiently similar that agreement is possible and 
should be reached’ EPS, Geneva 


(See Document II appended for full text of the statement) 
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WCC SEEKING 40 YOUTH FOR LONG-TERM 
WORK CAMPS IN THE CONGO AND BALI 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches is looking for 40 youth for two long- 
term ecumenical work camps - one in Bali, Indonesia, and one in the Congo. 


Hach of the camps will.last ten months. The one on the island of Bali will 
begin September 1 and last through June 30, 1965. The one in the Congo will 
begin October 15 and run through Avgust 15, 1965. 


Applicants should be between the ages of 19 and 30 and have had some previous 
experience in voluntary service and/or const ruction work. 


In Bali campers will work on a variety of projects in several villages 
innluding construction of pig sheds and a frog pond, building of a ceramics 
centre, gathering of material and training of villagers in bamboo crafts, 
and the making of desks, tables, and cupboards for a school. The languages 
of this camp will be English and Indonesian. ; 


Campers in the Congo will build a youth centre at Leopoldville, a series of 
small cottages for former lepers and tuberculosis patients, and various other 
projects. The camp language will be French. 


Living conditions in both camps will be very simple and good health is an 
absolute essential. 


Maintenance is provided for campers but they are asked to cover the costs of 
insurance, pocket money, and travel. Applicants should write to the World 
Council of Churches, Youth Department, Geneva, Switzerland. EPS, Geneva 


ORGANIC UNION "UNWISE" 
LORD FISHER SAYS 


(London) - Lord Fisher of Lambeth, former Archbishop of Canterbury, said here 
that while it was “entirely possible" for the Anglican and Methodist churches 
to enter into full communion it was. "unwise and unnecessary" for them to 
pledge themselves now to the achievement of organic union. 


Lord Fisher said this in a booklet published last week titled "The Anglican- 
Methodist Conversations and Problems of Church Unity - Some Personal 
Reflections". 


The Anglican-Methodist report published last year proposed two stages en the 
way to union. The first stage of intercommunion was to be reached within 
five years, conditional upon mutual acceptance of stage two - ultimate 
organizational and corporate union. 


Tt is‘the second stage which Lord Fisher rejected as "a most unwise leap in 
the dark". | 


Noting that he was expressing only his personal views, the Anglican leader 
said that while he earnestly hoped that 'Stage One' would be adopted by both 
churches the plan's second phase has "no necessary connection at all with 
Stage One" and "confused the issue". 


The Guardian commented editorially: "Lord Pisher's failure to see the intimate 


connection between spiritual and structural unity is nothing less than extra- 
ordinary. It is a failure much more characteristic of the Free ChurchesSee,. 
Indefinite Methodist-Anglican parallelism would be an abdication of respons- 
Polity and it isto be. hoped that “Dr. Ramsey (the present Archbishop) who is 
unlikely to agree with his predecessor's view, will find an early occasion 
for saying so." EPS, Geneva 
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NEW ZEALAND STATEMENT 
PROTESTS "APARTHEID SPORTS" 


(Christchurch) - A group of New Zealand churchmen charged here that the 
nation's sports tours with South Africa are "conducted within a framework of 
apartheid incompatible ... with Christian principles, New Zealand government 
policy expressed at the United Nations, and good sportsmanship", 


In an "open letter" they called upon the heads of the nation!s churches to 
speak out in support of the rights of non-white sportsmen, 


"The day to day development of New Zealand's policies in the sphere of race 
relations should be a matter of concern to the churches, Are they going to 
remain silent?", they asked. 


The group signing the letter was seven Protestant ministers, the Dean of the 
Anglican Cathedral at Christchurch, and one laymen. . The Protestant clergy 
included the Rev. Alan A. Brash, general secretary of the New Zealand : 
National Council of Churches. The layman was Mr. Richard Thompson, a 


lecturer at the University of Canterbury and author of a new book entitled 
"Race and Sport", 


The letter noted that many of New Zealand's church leaders had deplored the 
exclusion of Maori players from the 1960 rugby team "which purported to 
represent New Zealand. . 


"Since that time the churches have said nothing about the rights of non- 
white sportsmen, They have said nothing about the failure of the New Zealanc 
Rugby Union ... to select future teams on merit without regard to race, and 
they have said nothing about the willingness of New Zealand sports bodies to 
disregard the rights of non-white South African sportsmen who are excluded 
from participation in the tours." 


It suggested various courses of action open to the churchmen, including the 
setting up of a joint commission to investigate the issue. 


Also, it said, government leaders could be asked to consider the conditions 
in which tours with South Africa would be organized and church members could 
be asked to withhold support from tours which ignore the rights of non- 
whites. EPS, Geneva 


HAITI ‘“EXPELS 
ALL JESUITS 


(Port-au-Prince, Haiti) ~ The Haitian government has deported 18 Jesuit 
priests for alleged anti-government activities. 


The eighteen, all from Canada, represented the entire Jesuit missionary 


community in Haiti. Both the Canadian government and the Vatican have 
protested the expulsion, 


Since 1959 the Haitian government has expelled the country's only Roman 
Catholic archbishop, the Most Rev. Francois Poirier of Port-au-Prince, and 

@ number of bishops and priests. It also seized the Roman Catholic news- 
paper, La Phalange, and expelled its editor. , cae 


In 1963 the International Commission of Jurists issued a report condemning 
the "persecution" of the church by the Haitian government. EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH-STATE PARLEY APPROVES HEALTH, 
WELFARE AID TO PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 


(Columbus, Ohio) - Federal aid for "health and welfare programmes" conducted 
by private and parochial schools was favoured here in a 2,500-word document 
approved at the conclusion of a church-state conference conducted by the 
National Council of Churches, 


The document also put the conference on record as favouring "shared time", a, 
programme under which parochial school students take some of their courses 
in public schools. 


Throughout the document, it was emphasized that church-state relations must 
be re~examined in the light of the nation!s pluralistic nature. 


While not an official "policy statement" of the NCC, the general findings of 
the first National Study Conference on Church and State were seen by obser- 
vers as Significant guidelines for continuing examination of federal aid and. 
church-state relations by the nation's Protestant, Roman Catholic, and 
Jewish communities. 


Some 400 representatives of 16 Protestant and Hastern Orthodox denominations 
in the NCC were joined at the conference by about 20 Roman Catholic and 
Jewish participating-observers and others from eight non-NCC member bodies, 


It was the first time that Roman Catholics and Jews had shared, even though 
indirectly, in formulation of a major NCC document. These observers took 
part in drawing up section reports which were used by a "findings committee" 
of conference delegates in preparing the final document. 


In essence, the conference conclusions represented rejection of the position 
of those who adhere to the 162-year-old Jeffersonian doctrine of "absolute" 
separation of government and religion, 


"Government funds should not be used to support religious teaching", the 


document stated, but added: "on the other hand, it is the government's role 
to support education and recognize the constitutional freedom of parental 
choice", EPS, Geneva 


WEST GERMAN CHURCH REJECTS 
PRAGUE ASSEMBLY INVITATION 


(Hamburg ) - The Evangelical Church in West Berlin has declined an invitation 
to participate in the second All-Christian World Peace Assembly to be held 
in June in Prague under the auspices of the Prague Christian Peace Conference. 


Bishop Otto Dibelius said in a radio address that his church would turn down 
the invitation because "we cannot assume co-responsibility for a peace con- 
ference which we are obliged to regard as a mistake from the very outset", 
He charged that the Prague Peace Conference "is imprisoned within its biases 
regarding politics and church policies", ; 


However he emphasized the concern of the Berlin churches to live in friendship 
and peace with their Czech brethren and to use every means possible for pro- 
moting personal contacts between the two countries. 


Two West German church leaders have endorsed participation in the Assembly. 
They are Dr. Ernest Wilm, president of the Church of Westphalia, and Dr. 
Joachim Beckmann, president of the Church of the Rhineland. 
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Dr. Beckmann said he advised participation because experience at the last 
Assembly had shown that visitors from the West had exercised a "strong 
corrective" influence, and he advocated using all possible opportunities 
for East-West conversations to help Christians in the East "clarify their 
ideas", . ; EPS, Geneva 


Se AFRICA INSISTS NON-WHITES 
MUST LEAVE MISSION FARMS 


(Stavanger, Norway) - Strong protests from the Christian missions which 
operate farms in South Africa have failed to persuade the government of that 
country to change its decision to evict their Zulu tenants as part of its 
apartheid policy, Norwegian Missionary Society headquarters here reported. 


Despite prolonged resistance by Society leaders in South Africa, the public 
authorities there are proceeding with arrangements to remove forcibly 1,100 
wulus from its large farm at Inhlazatshe, a Society news release stated. 


It said state tax officials have visited the farm to assess the value of the 
Africans! possessions with a view to their reimbursement upon relocation on 
@ government-assigned "native reserve",- 


Although offered some financial inducement for removal, the release explained, 
the Zulus want to stay on the farm: "They were born there, they feel at home 
there, their ancestors are buried there, they have their land and their 
cattle there." . . 


The farm is situated in an area which, according to apartheid plans, is to be 
exclusively for white people. A South African law passed in 1936 forbade 
more than five black persons to settle in one place in a white area except as 
salaried employees, but many Christian missions have refused to accept its 
application to their farms. EPS, Geneva 


WHITE EPISCOPALIANS ASKED 
TO JOIN NEGRO CONGREGATIONS 


(Atlanta, Ga.) - White and Negro members of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
were urged by the unofficial Episcopal Society for Cultural and Racial Unity 
here to observe Whitsunday (Pentecost) by transferring their membership to 
congregations of “predominantly another colour". 


In its "Call to Witness", the society noted that this year Whitsunday falls on 
May 17, the 10th anniversary of the US Supreme Court decision banning public 
school segregation, It said that as a nation, the US has "much further" to 
go in implementing the Court!s ruling. . EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST MISSIONARY TO DIRECT 
AFRICA THEOLOGICAL PROGRAMME 


(New York) - The Rev. Dr. J. Walter Cason, a US Methodist missionary, who has 
been a professor in an interdenominational college in Liberia for 11 years, has 
been named to a two-year term as an associate director of the Theological Edu- 
cation Fund of the World Council of Churches. He will be in charge of the 


Fund's special programme POL) A pea. He will have offices in New York but 
will travel extensively in Africa, 


The Theological Education Fund was set up by several churches in 1958 to 
strengthen the training of ministers in the 'younger churches! of Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America. (See story page 10) EPS, Geneva _ 
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BETTER USE OF RADIO URG 
FOR MALAGASY CHURCHES 


(Tananarive) ~ Criticism of the use Malagasy Protestant churches are making 
of the six to eight hours' radio time at the disposal of the churches each 
week is contained in a report to the Conference of British Missionary 
Societies here. 


The report said that the success of a government-sponsored campaign to 
popularize transistor receiver sets provides the churches with a potential 
audience of 1,500,000 persons out of a total population of five million. 


But it said lack of studio and recording facilities means that "from a 
Protestant point of view the time is not being used to the best advantage". 


It drew attention to the resolution of the National Protestant Council at 
its first Assembly last October calling for better facilities and better 

programme planning. This, the report noted, would require financial aid 
from overseas. 


The report also expressed criticism of the Radio Voice of the Gospel at 
Addis Ababa because of the purely Lutheran participation in the programmes 
in Malagasy. It was also reported that few Malagasy know of the station. 
and its programmes. Reception was stated to be excellent though doubt was 
expressed as to the ability of some of the small transistor sets to receive 
the signal. BPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL SILENT ON DETAILS 
OF PRINCESS'S "TRANSITION" 


(The Hague ) — Bernard Cardinal Alfrink of Utrecht in a letter released here, 

said that details of the Dutch Princess Irene!s reception into the Roman 

Catholic Church are "pastoral confidences" which he is not at liberty to 
reveal. 


The Roman Catholic leader said this in a Letter replying to questions 
addressed to him by the Moderamen (Executive Committee) of the General 
Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church. (See BPS No. 6) 


at 


The Cardinal's letter to the Moderamen expressed the hope that good relation- 
ships between the churches would not be damaged by the event and assured 
them that he cordially regretted any hurt that had been caused his fellow- 
Christians. 


Contents of the letter sent by the Moderamen to the Cardinal also were made 
public this week, The letter had asked the Cardinal whether it was not 
his “irrefutable duty" to make known to the Netherlands Reformed Church, 
and thereafter to the public, the "transition" of the Princess into the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


"We believe we are entitled to ask you whether the concealing of this transi- 
tion was not contrary to the dignity of she who was directly involved and 

of the church to which she belonged by birth, baptism, and confirmation", 

the letter said. 


Tt also asked the Cardinal "to end the uncertainty existing among us and 

many others about the question whether and to what extent Holy Baptism had 
been administered to Princess Irene in spite of the fact that she received 
this Baptism as a child in the Church of the Reformation". EPS, Geneva 
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FEDBRAL UNION OF CHURCHES 
SEEN AS UNITY GOAL 


(Hamburg) - The creation of a "federal union of churches" and not the forma~ 
tion of a uniform "super church" should be the goal of the churches in their 
work for unity, Dr. Hanns Lilje, Lutheran Bishop of Hannover, said in a 
recent article. 


Writing in the influential weekly Sonntagsblatt, of which he is the editor, 
the former World Council of Churches! president noted that the WCC had 
always stressed that it is in no sense 4a super church. 


Nevertheless, he declared, the WCC "must regard itself as a church’in the 
sense of the Third Article of the Creed and not. exhaust itself in organiza~ 
tional tasks. 


"The CC's organizational achievements have been outstanding, but it must 
realize that its nature does not consist in organization. 


"Tt must have the courage to be the Church; this means that the many branche 
of its work must share the same basic principle, that is to spread the 
Christian message in a world that is in need of it." 


His article, entitled "Shifting Forces in the Ecumenical Fiéld", described 
the recent Holy Land meeting of Pope Paul VI and the Ecumenical Patriarch as 
an event of "tremendous symbolic importance", but also as only "a foreshadow- 
ing of something that does not yet exist. 


"The difficulties have not been suddenly eliminated. After the tide of 
enthusiasm has receded the real problems will become apparent again like 
rocks emerging from the water", he said, : 


Bishop Lilje said the World Council of Churches does not have the means of 
putting on "a spectacular show similar to the Pope's pilgrimage, nor should 
ego Bot, But it should make "a gesture that is out of the ordinary". 


He suggested such a gesture might take the form of a "Christian summit meet- 
ing at which representatives of the churches would meet for a thorough 
discussion of the theological questions confronting Christendom today". 

| EPS, Geneva 


DESTRUCTION OF LEIPZIG 
CHURCH IS PROTESTED 


(Bonn) + the Synod cf the Evangelical Church in Hanover has sent telegrams to 
the chairman of the Leipzig town council and to the Secretary of State for 
Church Affairs of the Hast German Government protesting the proposed destruc-~ 
tion of the Leipzig University Church, one of the finest Middle Age churches 
in Germany, 


The Leipzig city council has reportedly planned to destroy it in order to 
make room for the expansion of the university, as part of the remodelling of 
Karl Marx Platz, one of the main squares in the old city. 


7. 


The church is not only an historical monument of great Significance, but stil: 
is a landmark of intellectual and religious life in the CLtYs since 1955 
both Protestants. and Roman Catholics have held services there. 

| EES, Geneva 


Wo. 7 - 20th February, 1964 9 


RUSSIAN PATRIARCH WELCOMES 
WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


(Zagorsk, USSR) - Patriarch Alexis of the Russian Orthodox Church told members 
of the World Council of Churches Executive Committee that unity and peace 
have become key concerns of his church. 


Welcoming Committee members who visited here at the conclusion of a five-day 
meeting in Odessa (February 10 - 14), the Patriarch emphasised the joy of 
his church in participating in the World Council and stressed the enrichment 
it receives from theological conversations because "they bring us. nearer to 
the day when we shall understand the fullness there is in Christ". 


He expressed his church's satisfaction that it had been able to participate 
in and was in accord with so many of the WCC's decisions. He said the 
church particularly "welcomed with joy'' WCC statements condemning racial 
injustice, and colonialism, and supporting the rights and sovereignty of 
all peoples. He called for continued strong action by the WCC for world 
peace. 


Also present. at the dinner were representatives of the Union of Evangelical 
Christian Baptists of the USSR, the Orthodox Church of Bulgaria, the Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Antioch, and the Roman Catholic Church of Lithuania, as 

well as three rabbis of the Jewish community of Moscow. 


Another guest was the chief of the Council for Religious Affairs of the 
USSR government. 


Speaking in reply, Committee chairman Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, 
emphasised that "the unity for which the World Council strives is at bottom 
a unity in obedience and fidelity to Jesus Christ. That fact defines its 
nature... It can never be narrower or shallower than that." 


He said the Committee "had rejoiced in our days in Russia ... to hear clear 
and balanced statements in support of peace with justice and freedom", and 
emphasised that "as Christians we all can and must give ourselves to- that 
goal. 


"Because of the character that man has been given in Christ he must be free", 


he declared. "Tt is inherent in His maker's intention for him. The res- 
triction of man's freedom, either to believe or to disbelieve ... (makes) 
him.less than a man. We believe that this truth will: prevail." 


While in Zagorsk the committee visited the famous monastic centre and was 
received officially by teachers and students at the theological seminary. 


In a ceremony there the title of Honorary Member of the Theological Academy 
of Moscow was conferred upon Dr. Fry and WCC general secretary Dr. W. A- 
Visser 't Hooft. Only one other non-Orthodox leader - the Archbishop of 
Canterbury - has been so honoured. 


Farlier, in Odessa, the Committee was received by the Odessa District Govern- 
‘ment Council. Present along with various officials of the district and city 
was Mr. Piotr Makartsjef, director of the Office of External Relations of 

the section on Orthodox Church Affairs of the Council for Religious Affairs 
of the USSR government, and some .f his colleagues. : 


The Odessa district official expressed the joy of the city at welcoming "all 
those who come with open hearts and friendly feelings". He affirmed the 
concern for peace in the city which suffered heavily during the war. Also 
‘while in Odessa, the Committee was received by Metropolitan Boris of Odessa 
and Kherson,. i 
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In final working sessions in Odessa the Committee endorsed a $1,000,000 
appeal for victims of the emergency situations in Africa, The endorsement 
underlined the urgency of the appeal which was issued earlier to the WCC's 
member churches by its Division of Inter=Church Aid, Refugee, and World 
service. 


The Executive took the action after hearing reports that there are now thou- 
sands of homeless and orphaned peoples in the continent, including 30,00% 
refugees from Rwanda, 15,000 refugees from the Sudan in the Congo and East 
Africa, and at least 100,000 Mozambique refugees in Tanganyika. . 


The Committee noted that African churches are overwhelmed by the relief task 


and wish to cooperate in the programme undertaken by the United Nations 
High Commission for Refugees. 


The Committee also approved the expansion of the agency whose initials are 
S.A.S.P. (Specialised Assistance to Social Projects). This agency seeks. 
to help churches faced with problems of rapid social change in Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America. ‘°The SASP Committee will engage experts in such fields 
as journalism, agriculture, social work, medical services, and vocational 
training to study and outline possible projects for WCC support. 


Dr. Leslie Cooke, Division director, stressed that the Division is constantly 
aware of the danger of "becoming just a large humanitarian agency' with its 
programme of several’ million dollars and that its aim is to serve the 

renewal of the Church in unity and servioe. 


The Committee approved an appeal for $4,000,000 to continue the work for the 
next, five years of the Theological Education Fund. The Fund was started 

in 1958 with a grant of $2,000,000 by the late John D. Rockefeller matched 
by an equal sum from eight North American mission societies. Its aim is 

to raise the standards of theological education particularly in Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America and to encourage creative experiments.in that field; 


Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, director of the Division of World Mission and Evan- 
gelism, under whose aegis the Fund is operated, emphasised the need to lead 
Students to think and live their faith in terms of their own forms of thought 
and culture. He also pointed to the acute shortage of trained ministers 

in many African and Asian churches. . 


The Executive Committee appointed a 25-member international commission to 
conduct a study of education to be made jointly with the World Council of 
Christian Education. Dr. Kathleen Bliss, of England, an Executive Committee 
member, was named chairman, : 


It also approved a budget of $871,000 for the World Council in 1964 and a 
budget of $900,000 for 1965, It also approved a service programme budget 
for-thé Division of Inter-Church Aid of b1,506,300 for the year 1964. 


Chairman of the WCC's Finance Committee is Dr. Martin Nieméller, of Hesse-- 
Nassau, Germany. 


It was reported that the World Council's staff will move into the organizatior 
/new headquarters in Geneva in the spring although work on the chapel and 
conference hadi will not be completed until December. EPS, Geneva 


¢ 


IN BRIEF 


French Mennonites have contributed funds ‘to the Mennonite Central Committee 
for the shipment of AQ tons’ of California pearl milled rice, costing $5,160, 
to Indonesia. This is the second rice shipment by the Committee to Indonesia 
in two months where the price of rice has trebled. The Indonesian government 
has requested 250,000 tons of rice from the US government torelieve that © 
nation's critical shortage, but the American government is not likely to suppl 
such a large order, a Committee news release said. The first rice shipment ~ 
yas paid for by donations from German and Swiss Mennonites, and intended for _ 
free distribution in extremely needy areas. an lye PeeWee cot 
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Circulation of a new Christian magazine in the Tshiluba language has doubled 
during its first six months of publication in the Congo's Kaslai area. Its 
third issue, scheduled for spring, 1964, will have a circulation of 16,000 
copies, more than double the original 7,300. The magazine, Tuyaya Kunyi 
("Where are we going et) 4s published by Congolese Christians and 
Presbyterian US, and Congo Tnland Mission missionaries. rite the Only 
Christian periodical in Tshiluba, one of the nation's five chief languages. 


*  * 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, chief executive officer of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA, has been named chairman of the National Council of Churches! 
Commission on Religion and Race, succeeding Presiding Bishop Arthur Lichten- 
berger of the Protestant Episcopal Church. Bishop Lichtenberger has resigned 
for reasons of health and the pressure of other duties. 


* * * 


The Brazilian Baptist Convention has approved plans for a national evangelistic 
campaign in 1965. Diane) cabkbutow 90d to be a year of preparation, with 


evangelistic conferences in every state. The campaign itself will run 
through March, April, and May 1965. 
xe * .¥ 


With the express purpose of "putting more motion into the ecumenical movement 
at the local level", the New South Wales Committee of the Australian Council 
of Churches has endorsed a plan that will allow its secretary to spend at 
least a third of each year doing field work. The secretary, the Rev. C. 
Harcourt-Norton, has been equipped with a caravan-trailer and is using it as 
a mobile home, study, and promotion unit. 


* * * 


A $30 million plan to meet the emergency needs of Anglican institutions in 
Pakistan and the Middle East has been announced by Bishop Stephen Bayne, 
chief executive officer of the Anglican communion. Hospitals, schools, 
youth centres, and reading rooms will be aided under the plan, which is part 
of a "Mutual Responsibility and Interdependence" programme voted at the 
worldwide Anglican Congress in Toronto last year. 


* * * 


‘Nine Church of Sweden (Lutheran) pastors have resigned from the ministry 


in protest against their church's decision to ordain women. 


* * * 


The Israeli government has approved plans for construction of a Christian 
village at Nés Ammin and has appointed a commission to study the legal status 
of the community. The village is being sponsored by an international 
Committee so that Christians may share in Israel's agricultural and indus- 
trial work in the name of the Christian Church. 


% *~ * 
The United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany (VELKD) has issued a 


memorandum to all its pastors to guide them in dealing with converts from 
Roman Catholicism. The memo examines the reasons most often given TO 


conversion and warns against "the indiscriminate acceptance of everyone ,who 


wants to become a Protestant". One section is devoted to dealing with 


» converts from the priesthood. EPS, Germany 
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DOCUMENT I 


CHRISTIAN UNITY - THE PRESENT STAGE 


_ (Statement adopted by the Executive Committee of the 
World Council of Churches at Odessa, February 1964) 


= We have entered upon a new period in the history of the ecumenical 
movenent ~- that movement through which God is gathering his people into one, 
according to his will declared in Jesus Christ. In the earlier part of this 
century, some men of deep conviction began to proclaim that unity among 
Christians is an urgent necessity, if the Church is to manifest her true 
nature and to fulfil her mission. Gradually the ecumenical movement made 
its influence felt within the life of churches hitherto separated from one 
another. Now the time has come when nearly all churches recognize this 
urgency and are engaging actively in the pursuit of Christian unity. We 
welcome especially the attention which the Roman Catholic Church is devoting 
to the subject of ecumenism, in the deliberations of the Second Vatican 
Council. 


2. In answer to the prayers of Christians of many confessions and as a 
result of the rapid ecumenical developments of recent years, more people than 
ever before understand the urgent requirements of unity and show widespread 
interest in questions connected with it. It follows, however, that there 
has seldom been so great a need for the clarification of these questions as 
at the present moment. It is the purpose of this paper to state some views 
which we hold to be essential for a full understanding of what is now at 
stake. We offer it to all those, especially in the member churches of the 
World Council of Churches, who are seeking to determine the next steps that 
should be taken and the way in which we may use our God-given opportunities 
aright. 


As We rejoice that more and more personal relationships are being 
established, both among church leaders and among members of the different 
eonfessions. We think especially of the meetings between leaders of churches 
who had not previously been in contact with each other such as the meetings 
in Jerusalem, in Rome and other places. It is through. contact between men 
who recognize each other as brothers in Christ that the true nature of the 
ecumenical task with its glorious premise and its baffling difficulties is 
discovered. It is in this way that basic misunderstandings are removed and 
the way to reconciliation can be opened. 


4. The real crux of the ecumenical problem remains that of the relation- 

ships between the churches. The question is how separated churches may meet 

each other in dialogue and cooperation and advance towards new relationships 

with one another. All are equally bound to confess the truth, revealed in 
Christ. How can they come together and work towards that full unity which, 
according to the will of the Lord, they should manifest in, and to, the world? 
“We must therefore state the lessons the..churches in the World Couneil of 
“Churches have learned together, in the course of the ecumenical development 

of the last decades, about the principles and methods that should guide us on 

the road to unity. 


— "eet C3 <a Aes i. i i a ei ee lt iar aie Pre ah A A ne A a Oe nk eT ee) ee 
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De It is essential that the right of every church to hold and develop its 
own particular attitude to the problem of church unity should be fully recog- 
nized and respected, In 1950 the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches said: "Membership in the World Council does not imply the accept- 
ance of a specific doctrine concerning the nature of church und tye arnt 
"there is room and spece in the World Council for the ecclesiology of every 
church which is ready to take part in the ecumenical conversation and which 
takes its stand on the Basis of the Council". It also said: "Membership 

in the World Council of Churches does not imply that a church treats its own’ 
conception of the Church as merely relative." 


Gy But churches which have different conceptions of church unity and 
represent different forms of ecumenism have nevertheless succeeded in reaching 
together certain convictions about church unity and about their common ecu- 
menical task. These convictions have been expressed in varicus reports 
adopted since 1948 by the Assembly or the Central Committee and especially 

in the Toronto Statement cn "The Church, the Churches and the World Council 

of Churches" and the New Delhi statement on unity. We select for mention 

the following points which seem to us of Special importance at the present 
stage. i 


7. The starting-point of the relationship which the churches have in the © 
ecumenical movement is their common faith in Jesus Christ as God and Saviour, 
according to the Scriptures. Such churches find in that common faith a 

bond of fellowship which must be expressed in real and close relationships. 


ome fn the World Council all member churches have the same privileges; 

all participate in the elaboration of the common policies, statements or 
practical decisions and in the choice of officers or members of the respon- 
Sible organs. In the fellowship which the Council seeks to establish 
churches are involved in multilateral relationships with each other, and this 
is expressed in the structure of the Council. Bach church is free to take 
whatever initiative it desires in the sphere of inter-church relationships, 


but the Council as such acts only on the basis of the common consent of its 
members, 


oO The World Council seeks therefore to promote a conversation within a 
fellowship which has become a new experience in the life of the churches as 
they have shared in prayer and action. This experience has led to a dia- 
logue between churches which recognize one another as confessing the same v2 
Lord, sharing the same baptism and participating in a commen. calling’ to the 
Slory of the «ne God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Although the churches 
may have reservations concerning one another's ecclesiological position, 
they are ready to engage in this conversation on equal terms. aaa is 3 
conversation in which all are expected to listen as well as to speak, to 


receive as well as to give, and in which existing differences and tensiens 
are frankly faced, . | 


10. The churches in the World Council ‘believe that the member churches 
Should recognize their solidarity with one another, render assistance to 
each other in case of need, and support one another in their witness to 
Christ and in their evangelistic and missionary task, and wherever it is 
possible to do so, take common action and render common witness on the basis 
of consultation and agreement with one another. .Certain agreed principles 
with regard to the problem of proselytism and religious liberty have been 
worked out and exert increasing influence. The churches constantly seek to 
remove other obstacles which stand in the way of fraternal relationships, 
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1. The churches in the Ccuncil have gradually come to see more clearly 
what is needed if unity is to be manifested and have expressed their common 
feconvictions on this subject in the New Delhi statement on unity, as follows: 


"We believe that the unity which is both God's will and his: sift ‘to 
his Church is being made visible as all in each place who are baptized into 
Jesus Christ and confess him as Lord and Saviour are brought by the Holy 
Spirit into one fully committed fellowship, holding the one ap. etolic faith, 
preaching the one Gsspel, breaking the one bread, joining in common prayer, 
and having a corporate life reaching out in witness and service to all and 
whe at the same time are united with the whole Christiax fell-wship in all 
places and all ages in such wise that ministry and members are accepted by 
all, and that all can ast and speak tegether as occasion requires fer the 
tasks to which Gsd calls his people." 


This statement leaves «pen the question of the juridical or canonical 
structure of the chur*h so united, but it has been made clear tn many 
occasions that the member churches dr not seek a unity characterized by 
uniformity or by a single centralized administrative authority. 


sg We set forth afresh these principles which have inspired the commen 
life of the World Council of Churches because we have found that in this way 
we can go forward tagether towards unity. We believe that we shall thereby 
be led "as he wills and when he wills", to full unity of all churches in 
Jesus Christ who is the head of the body, the Church. 


We encourage the member churches of the World Council to persevere in 
the living out of these convictions in every part of the world, and to use 
to the full the great opp¢rtunities which God is granting the ecumenical 
movement in this generation. We believe that churches and their congre- 
gations as well as individual Christians sheuld seize the new possibilities 
of personal czntact, of frank conversation, of prayer together and vf co- 
operation in common Christian tasks with fellow-Christians of whatever con- 
fession. We warmly invite thsse churches outside our membership te consider 
hew they might be able to enter into this kind of fellowship. Since all 
churches have a great responsibility towards each other and can learn from 
the renewal which is granted to sthers we encourage them t. es-operate more 
and more in service to the werld in the name of Christ, the Lord af all. 


BPS, Geneba 
*¥ * * 
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The following statement was adopted by the Executive Committee of 
the World Council of Churches at its meeting in Odessa, U.S.5.R., 
February 10-14, 1964: 


DISARMAMENT — PROBLEMS AND OPPORTUNITIES TODAY 


cr nDs AINE a NaREREESESSSESRII SESE SISTER aan an a 


As members of the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, 
meeting in Odessa, we have noted the wide-spread use in governmental and 
intergovernmental circles of the Statement tThe Test Ban Treaty and the 
Next Steps! adopted by the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches at Rochester in August 1963 and the warm welcome aecorded it by 
many churches. We have received a report that C.C.lsA.* officers have recent- 
ly transmitted it to the resumed Conference of the Eighteen Nation Jdommittee 
on Disarmament and, on the basis of it, have held consultations particularly 
with the Heads of Delegations representing the nuclear powers. 


We welcome the relaxation of tensions between the major powers 
following the conclusion of the limited test ban treaty at Moscow last 
summer. Every opportunity should be seized to sdvance from competition in 
armaments to co-operation in disarmament. If the precarious détente of the 
moment is to become more firmly established and further agreements reached, 
serious obstacles must be overcome. 


Governments tend to maintain that a plan is acceptable only if 
proposed by their representatives; this must give way to a readiness to 
appraise plans on merit and to a procedure of meaningful negotiation 
whereby jointly-sponsored propositions may be put forward. The effort to 
gain military advantage by steps toward disarmament carries with it the 
threat of war and nations should seek agreement on measures which preserve 
reasonable parity since peace still rests tenuously on a balance of power. 
Local conflicts multiply and this confronts powerful nations with the 
temptation to seek ideological or territorial gains - whether by military 
aid, economic exploitation, or acts of subversion. If this temptation is 
not resisted, the danger of enlarged conflict will continue to plague 
mankind. The lingering imposition of foreign controls which prevent peoples 
from freely choosing their own form of government and representatives 
perpetuates an uneasy international situation, 


Notwithstanding lack of confidence, and in spite of the suspicion 
which survives so long as obstacles such as these remain, general and 
comprehensive disarmament must be the goal of international striving. 


( more ) 


% (CCIA are the initials of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, an agency of the World Council of Churches) 
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However, if we were to believe that an easy road will rapidly lead us to 
it, we would delude ourselves and wovld fail to seize the opportunities 
at hand - opportunities which seem to permit some quicker advance toward 
a world of peace with justice and freedom consistent with the dignity of 
Mane 


Proposals recently made by both sides can have vital meaning for 
international security. Among them are: to negotiate a non-aggression pact; 
to conclude an international agreement on the repudiation by all states of 
the use of force in solving territorial disputes and questions involving 
frontiers; to conclude an international agreement on the repudiation by all 
states of direct or indirect forms of the threat or use of force in their 
selfish political or economic interests and of aggression, subversion, or 
the secret supply of arms; to. halt the production. of fissionable material 
for military purposes and to direct nuclear production to peaceful uses; 
to establish inspection posts to safeguard against surprise attack; to ene 
nuclear striking capacity or nuclear delivery systems; to prevent proli- 
feration of nuclear military power;.to establish nuclear. free zones; to 
cease underground testing for wmhilitary purposes. In a number of instances,- 
the proposals are sufficiently Similar that agreement is possible and 
should be reached, 


AS the efforts’ td bring about progressive disarmament through multi- 
lateral arrangements go forward, nations should be mindful of the part they 
can play by-unilateral action. Reduction of military budgets, responsible 
military posture which clearly avoids the impression of aggressive intent, 
reduction of standing armed forces, restraint in’face of political tension, 
increased’ contribution of fissionable material to peaceful purposes, - 
measures such as these, ought to serve as an example and invitation.to 
others, and thus set the stage for more formal international action, 


The intermediate and smaller powers, whether they be in some manner 
identified with the major blocs or avowedly non-aligned, have their part 
to play. It is for them to press upon the great powers the need for such 
concessions as will advance agreement without endangering international 
security. In the process, they will remember that they themselves have a 
responsibility for disarmament and will meticulously avoid increasing their 
own military strength through the acquisition of armaments discarded by 
others. Their contribution can in some instances be sas auiihini coe and at all 
times highly isienificant 


We believe the times are ripe for a further advance in man!s struggle 
against war and injustice - an advance which may be small and slow but must 
be sure and steady. We call upon the churches to renew and intensify their 
zeal for peace and, concerting their efforts with other men of good will, 
press upon aA 8B, measures such es we have here suggested. Let us 
remember and heed the words of the Apostle Paul: If it be possible, as 
much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. EPS, Geneva 
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SPANISH COURT OVERRULES GOVERNMENT, 
SAYS PROTESTANTS MAY OPEN CHURCH 


(Madrid) - For the first time in Spanish legal history the Supreme Court of 
Spain has ruled against the government and authorized the establishment of 
a Protestant church in Valencia. 


in the landmark decision the court held that the government had erred when, 

in 1961, it rejected an application made on behalf of about 50 Protestants 

to open a church in that city. : 
: 


In the hearing before the Supreme Court attorneys for the government argued 
that the permission had been denied because there was no need to open 4 
Protestant church in Valencia, and that if such a church were established 
4t would serve as a centre for public proselytism which is prohibited by 
the Spanish constitution. 


Further, the government held that the granting of permission to open new 
churches falls within its discretionary competence and that it is under no 
legal oblisation to agree to such requests. 


In specific answer to these points the Supreme Court, ruling in favour of 
the Protestant applicants, stated that the existence of fifty Protestants 
in Valencia was sufficient proof that the church was needed. 


Further, it said, there was no proof whatsoever that they had or would ever 
practise public proselytisn. 


Finally, it ruled the constitutional guarantee to all non-Roman Catholic 
citizens of the right of private worship means that the government cannot 
exercise discretionary competence by withholding such permission , but on 
the contrary is obliged by the constitution to grant them. EPS, Geneva 
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CUBAN METHODIST CHURCH'S 
"SPIRITUAL VITALITY" CITED 


(New York) - American Methodist leaders, who recently visited Cuban congre- 
gations for the first time in two years, reported that the Cuban Methodist _ 
Church "has grown in spiritual vitality and has become more deeply aware 
than ever before of its sense of mission in preaching and daily witness". 


They said Cuban churches have made progress in developing leadership and . 
strong financial support. 


The visitors, who spent a week there, were: Bishop James W. Henley of the 
Jacksonville (Fla.) Area, which includes Cuba, and two Methodist Board of 
Missions secretaries, Miss Marian Derby and the Rev. Bugene L. Stockwell, of 
New York. 


"Cuban Methodists received us as Americans most graciously and reaffirmed 
their gratitude for the concern and prayers of American Methodists on their 
behalf", they reported. "The ties of faith and fellowship which bind Cuban 
Methodists to the worldwide Christian Church remain strong, "! 


Although "a substantial number of Methodist pastors and laymen have left 
Cuba ... Cuban Methodism has rallied to staff all local churches with lay 
leaders where ministers were not available and to train Cuban young men and 
women in increasing numbers for church leadership". Whereas there were 
only "about a dozen" Methodist ministers in Cuba 18 months ago, there are- 
now 29, and 15 men are studying for the Methodist ministry at the Union 
Theological Seminary in Matanzas, they reported. EPS, Geneva 


AGREEMENT REPORTED REACHED BY 
CZECH GOVERNMENT, ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


(Prague) - The Vatican and the Czechoslovak government have reached a new 
agreement about their relations according to reports published by The Tablet, 
the English Roman Catholic periodical. he 


The reports said this agreement was based on five points: (1) Archbishop 
Beran of Prague, who was set.free last October, would be called to Rome early 
next month; (2) While he would remain Archbishop of Prague, the Holy See 
would entrust the actual. running of the See to an apostolic administrator 
sede plena; a At The Czechoslovak government would concede liberty to bishops 
in exercising their jurisdiction in their respective dioceses; (4) The Holy 
See would be able to nominate new bishops; (5) The Holy See would not insist 
that bishops previously imprisoned or under house arrest should return to . 
their Sees. . ‘yeh 


The Tablet noted that the talks resulting in the agreement were resumed in 
January after having been broken off at the end of last year. It said that 
reports of these new talks stated that "the Czech government seemed ready, 
given certain conditions, to modify its proposal that the Vicars Capitular 
'elected' under its influence should be appointed to the episcopates. and to 
reach an understanding on 'neutral!' candidates".. ; . EPS, Geneva 
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DR. BLAKE SBES EFFECTIVE MISSION 
AS GOAL OF CHRISTIAN UNITY 


(Toronto) ~ The goal of Christian unity is not bigness or efficiency, co- 
ercive power, or prestige, but "effectiveness in mission", Dr. Hugene Carson 
Blake, of Philadelphia, chief executive officer of the United Presbyterian ~ 
Church in the. USA, said here. 


Dre Blake addressed the 39th annual meeting of the United Church of Canada's 
Board of Evangelism and Social Service. Among his audience were Roman 
Catholic, Anglican, Presbyterian, and Baptist leaders. 


'A realistic look at the churches in our nations would reveal that many of 
them are so completely wrapped up in ecclesiastical housekeeping they have 
forgotten what their mission is, if they ever knew", Dr. Blake said. 


When the churches really take their mission to the world seriously, "they 
are forced at once to see the crippling effect of divisions of the Church", 
he declared. — EPS, Geneva 


LIBERIAN PRESIDENT STRESSES 
VALUE OF MISSIONS 


(Monrovia) - "Any attempt to oust, underrate, or uproot missionary work and 
missionaries from this country would mean virtually uprooting the stability 
and progress of the nation", Liberian President William W.S. Tubman said 
here upon the retirement of Bishop Prince A. Taylor Jr., who served many 
years in the Methodist Church of Liberia. 


Expressing appreciation for Bishop Taylor's services, President Tubman 
recorded his personal indebtedness to the Board of Missions of the Methodist 
Church. The President received his education at a Methodist mission school 
in Cape Palmas. | 


"J am one who feels completely indebted to and appreciative of the great and 
invaluable services of the Board of Missions of the Methodist Episcopal 


Church and other foreign mission boards", he declared. "T gtate with all 
of the emphasis at my command that we need them now and will need them 
always in the future." EPS, Geneva 


SCOTTISH YOUTH PLEA 
FOR "VISIBLE UNITY" 


(Edinburgh) - A plea that unity should be made visible has been made by the 
16th Scottish Christian Youth Assembly here. Assembly theme was "One Church", 


The 600 delegates acknowledged in a resolution that "there is already a unity 

present between the denominations", but said that the main concern of all ecu- 
menical discussions "should be to make this unity visible: working in faith, 

relying on the guidance of the Holy Spirit, through prayer and Bible study. 


"We resolve to call upon the ministry of our denominations for more specific 
instruction in the nature of unity and the tenets of our faith and to seek 
this in our own congregations", the Assembly said. EPS, Geneva 
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PRESBYTERIAN AGENCY AIDS 
"LEGAL OUTPOST" ON RIGHTS 


(New York) - The first of a series of permanent "legal outposts" 
to give on-the-spot assistance to those arrested in civil rights cases will 
soon be established in Atlanta, Georgia. 


The project has been made possible by the Legal Defence and Educational Fund 
of the National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People (NAACP) 
with the financial aid of the United Presbyterian Commission on Religion and 
Race which has given it an initial contribution of $10,000. 


The "legal outpost" programme will make it possible to retain a full-time 
attorney in Atlanta, who also will be able to move into other areas of the 
south and represent defendants in civil rights cases. 


An NAACP official noted that there is a need for on-the-scene attorneys. 
because “almost no white lawyers in the South can or will take civil rights 
cases" and there are not enough qualified Negro lawyers willing and able to 
handle civil rights cases in the South. EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH REFORMED PAPER HOPES 
ANGLICAN WON'T CRITICIZE SEGREGATION 


(Capetown) - De Kerkbode, the publication of the Dutch Reformed Church 
(Nederduitse Gerformeerde Kerk), has expressed hope that the new Anglican 
Archbishop of Capetown will not be as ‘outspoken as his predecessor in 
criticizing South Africa's racial segregation policies. 


The new head of the Capetown archdiocese, Archbishop Robert Selby Taylor, 
stressed after his election that he would follow the footsteps of other 
Anglican archbishops in fearlessly condemning any government policy which 
he believes to be unjust. 


His predecessor, Archbishop. Joost de Blank, who resigned because of ill 
health, gained worldwide attention for his attacks on the government's 
Erneta stand, 


In the first reference by a Reformed Church periodical to Archbishop Taylor 
Since his election, De Kerkbode said that relations between Anglicans and 
the Dutch Reformed have not been good in recent years partly because of Dr. 
de Blank's attacks on South African policies, particularly on racial 
matters. EPS, Geneva 


HAITI REJECTS PROTEST: 
ON JESUITS! EXPULSION 


(Ottawa) - Haiti has. rejected a protest by the Canadian government against the 


“recent expulsion of 18 Jesuit missionaries from the French-speaking republic. 


A statement issued here by the Haitian embassy said the government of Presi- 
dent Frangois Duvalier had no alternative but to reject the protest, consider- 
ing the extent of the anti-government plot "arranged by the Jesuits, which 
was obviously aimed at stirring up serious trouble", 


The Canadian Jesuits - constituting the entire Jesuit missionary force in 

Haiti - were expelled after having been charged with anti-state activities, 
The missionaries branded the accusations as entiraly unfounded. (See EPS 
Noa 7) EB, Geneva 
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"SOBER RESERVE" SEEN PROPER 
ATTITUDE TOWARDS VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Bayreuth, Germany ) ~ "Sober reserve" ig the attitude which must be adopted 
at this stage about the Second Vatican Council because thus far it has 
achieved few concrete results and none.of the crucial questions have been 
settled, a prominent German church official said here. 


Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Germany (VELKD) , speaking to the Bavarian Synod, said the crucial question 
was whether the Roman Catholic Church continued to judge other churches by 
their attitude to Rome and not by their attitude to Christ. 


"The call to return to the mother-church does not appeal to us", he said. 
"Tt amounts to recognizing the Pope as the spokesman of Christendom." 


The bishop reminded the Synod that the Homan Catholic Church still recog- 
nizes the validity of Papal instructions issued in 1949 governing Roman 
Catholic. contacts in "mixed gatherings" and defining the aim of such gather- 
ings as reunion with Rome. 


The proper stance of a Protestant at such meetings, he said, is to "clearly 
confess his faith". He must not confine himself to stressing only what 
unites the churches, but must speak out frankly about what separates them, 
“he added. | | | EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCH LEADER REGRETS 
"RIGID ATTITUDE" ON BERLIN PASSES 


(Munster) - Regret for the "rigid attitude" of authorities in discussions 
concerning the granting of passes to Bast Berlin was expressed here by Dr. 
Ernst Wilm, president of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia. 


The German church leader said the reunion of families when passes were 
granted last Christmas was tantamount to “a national vote in favour of re- 
gviaon" . 


Current discussions between the East and West authorities about opening "the 
wall" again must not be allowed to fail, he said. He raised the question 
of whether the churches should speak out on the issue. 


Similarly last week Dr. Kurt Scharf, president of the Evangelical Church of 
Germany (EKID), speaking to an audience of political and church leaders in 

Diisseldorf, said the granting of passes at Christmas had had "a tremendous 

direct political effect on the unity of the church and our country. 


"Tt is for the politicians to decide whether this should be repeated", he 
said. "We in the church can only urge: don't let political motives make 
you forget the power of love... Spirit and faith, love and confidence are 
political realities." EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES AID 
BAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES 


(Geneva) - Relief supplies to aid East Pakistan refugees flooding into Assam 


in northeast India are being rushed into the area under auspices of the 
National Christian Council of India. 


Reports received from missionaries on the scene by the World Council of 
Churches here estimated that between fifty and eighty thousand refugees 
have already crossed the border. They said many of these were infants and 
young people. 


They reported that West Bengal (India) officials "anticipate a continued 
flow of refugees which might reach as many as a million people". 


News reports have said that many of the refugees are Christian, and that the 
majority of these are Protestant. They are said to be fleeing religious 
persecution in Hast Pakistan. 


The churches have set up a special relief committee under the chairmanship 
of Dr. E.S. Downs, superintendent of the American Baptist Mission Hospital, 
Tura, Assam. 


supplies sent in by church agencies thus far include construction materials 
for temporary shelters, multi-vitamin tablets, powdered milk, and blankets. 
Many of the supplies were donated by Church World Service, relief agency of 
the National Council of Churches (USA). 


There is also a church-sponsored medical team on the scene giving mass 
innoculations against cholera and smallpox. 


It is estimated that in one way or another church aid is reaching 5,000 
persons daily. ; 


Church aid is being coordinated with aid given by the Indian government 
which also has a relief team on the scene supplying rice and various grains 
and assisting the refugees to set up temporary shelters. 


The exodus into northeast India is believed to have started at the end of 
January, but news of it has been slow in reaching the outside world, 
EPS, Geneva 


EQUALITY OF CHURCHES SEEN AS 
UNITY BASIS BY RUSSTAN LEADER 


(Moscow) = Metropolitan Nikodim of Leningrad, director of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs of the Russian Orthodox Church, said here that his church 
is "convinced that Christian unity will be achieved only on the basis of 
the equality of all churches before God!'. 


He noted that 'this principle is the cornerstone of the World Council of 
Churches. The Russian Orthodox Church wishes to avoid all optimism and 
all premature disappointment", he added. 


The metropolitan, who made his remarks in an interview with the Soviet news 
agency Novosti, said his church will be host to many foreign church dignit- 
aries this year and that many of its own leaders will visit abroad. 

| EPS, Geneva 
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SPANISH HIBRARCHY REPORTED TO APPROVE 
DRAFT LAW ON PROTESTANTS! RIGHTS 


(Madrid) - The Spanish Roman Catholic hierarchy is reported to have approved 
a draft law governing the status 6f the country's Protestant minority. 


No official text of the draft law has been published, but the German news- 
paper, Die Welt, reports that its provisions include the following: 


-~ recognition of the validity of marriages performed by Protestant 
clergy; 


- permission to conduct Protestant educational institutes after clearance 
with the competent Roman Catholic authorities; : 


~ clarification of the rights of Protestants to hold government jobs. 


In addition Die Welt said Protestant churches are "likely" to be given the 
right to own land and buildings. 


Observers note that if the law is enacted it would mean a considerable 
easing of restrictions in the realm of personal and private rights, but that 
as far as is indicated by those provisions which are known, there would be 
little change in the situation regarding the public and corporate PLR GS OL 
Protestant churches and agencies. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH LEADER CRITICIZES 
GERMAN C.0O. SYSTEM 


(Wiesbaden) ~- tan unsuccessful experiment" is the way the secretary for 
conscientious objectors of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) describes 
the present system for determining the validity of a C.0.'!s position in 
Germany. 


Most of the people appointed to sit on the tribunals to hear cases involving 
conscientious objectors are totally unqualified to make such a judgement, 
said Dr. Joachim Beckmann, president of the Evangelical Church of the Rhine- 
land. EPS , Geneva 


GERMAN THEOLOGIAN CRITICAL 
OF WCC LEADER'S VIEWS 


(Hamburg) - A German theologian has taken sharp issue with a World Council 


of Churches! leader's view that "coexistence" with opportunity for "peaceful co- 


operation" should be the pattern sought in relations between perscnse of - 
varying religions and beliefs. (See EPS No. 6) on | 


Professor Helmut Thielicke of the University of Hamburg, writing.in Die Welt, 
gaid the terms taken from international politics were unsuitable for use in 
describing church concerns and that the concept failed to make clear that 

the Church!s mission is to bring its message to all people without exception. 


The view had been advanced by Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the wec's 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, in a report to the 
recent WCC Executive Committee in Odessa, USSR. . 


Dr..Nolde had told the Committee that "all men must have the right not only 
to maintain or to change their religion or belief, but to manifest it in 
society" and that "there is consequently need for coexistence of varying 
religions and beliefs with every opportunity for peaceful competition". 
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"In order that a confrontation of this kind can take place freedom of 
religious propaganda as well as freedom of anti-religious propaganda must 
be ensured by constitution, law, juridical action, and public practice", 
he said. . a 


He declared that "Christians are eager to profess their faith ... confident 
that truth will prevail in any competitive dialogue when the rights of pro- 
ponents of all religions or beliefs are equally recognized and sie eked 
safeguarded against interference", 


The Russian constitution guarantees freedom of religious worship and freedom 
of anti-religious propaganda. It does not guarantee freedom of religious 
propaganda. =. 


Professor Thielicke said that while he was aware of the special difficulties 
Be a World Council leader speaking in Russia, he objected to the term 
"peaceful competition" because it gave no indication of the -Church!s "sorrow 
over confused souls, but merely gives the impression of a tactical interplay 
of forces for the sake of self-preservation". : 


He said he also didn't like the use of "political concepts" by churchmen and 
the "trend towards terminological assimilation. 


"The Church cannot permit its authority to be defined by people who have no 
idea of its mission", he declared. 


Professor Thielicke said the correct attitude of Christians towards atheists 
should be one of tolerance, which he defined as meaning that while the 
individual's right to be an atheist would not be molested, there would be 

an "enduring and bearing with". He said such an ean tee would have 
"nothing to do with indifference or neutrality". € 


* * * 


Bishop Hanns Lilje, of Hannover, a member of the WCC's Executive Committees 
said in a press conference on his return from the Committee's meeting in the 
USSR that confused news reports had led to a misunderstanding OL PIs Nolde!s 
report. : 


He said the terms "coexistence" and "peaceful competition" should not be 
interpreted as "a request to the West to tolerate atheist propaganda", He 
said such a request would be unnecessary because the rights of atheists in 
the West had never been threatened by force. 


He said the speech should be understood in relation to conditions in’ the 
USSR and that Dr. Nolde was advocating that in Russia there should be "a 
genuine spiritual struggle on the same level" between atheism and the 
Christian religion - one in which each would have the same opportunities. 
He said that in no sense should the speech be interpreted as a renunciation 
of the churches! missionary responsibilities. 


(See full text of Dr. Nolde's report to the Executive Committee aroenaeee ) 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Korean and foreign Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Protestant clergy are 
meeting weekly during Lent in Seoul for a series of religious seminars on 
"Christian Reunion". Participants include chaplains serving with =N. forces . 
in Korea’and a number of laymen. 


* * * 
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Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren of Sweden said on his return to Stockholm after 
attending the World Council of Churches' Executive Committee in Russia that 
while "the Orthodox Church predominates in the religious life of the Soviet 
Union, one is struck by the good ecumenical cooperation which exists between 
it and other confessions, for instance the Baptists". 


x * * 
The government of South Africa spends only one-fourteenth as much on the 
education of African children as it does on the education of white children, 


Mer. Hurley, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Durban reported in a recent speech 
to members of the "Institute for Race Relations". 


* * * 


The long awaited revised edition of the standard work in English entivled 


"The Old Catholic Movement", by Dr. C.B. Moss, will be published April 10 
by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, London. This editi«cn, | 
which traces the movement from the 17th century, also includes an epilogue 
on the ecumenical significance of the church which Vs install communion 


with the churches. of the Anglican communion. 


* * * 


The Roman Catholic news agency in the Congo reports that Christian students 
at the University of Khartoum are being subjected to increasingly heavy 


pressures to convert to the Muslim Pains The agency said the government 
has offered them various advantages during their studies and in future 
careers if they change. The university was taken over by the state in 


December. . The action was protested by a strike by the 2,500 students and 
the resignation of the deans of seven of the faculties. 


* * * 


Troud (Truth), the organ of the Soviet trade unions, has published an en- 
thusiastic review of an anti-religious work entitled ''The ain von) The 
Pawers of Darkness", devoted to the Orthodox monastery at Potchora, near 
Pakov. The paper denounced the monastery as 'a) den harbouring the refuse 
from a dead world". 


K * * 


Two women theologians have been appointed pastors in charge of Reformed 
congregations in the Canton of Aargau, Switzerland. They are the first 
such appointments in Switzerland, 


ra Ai * 


In Montbéliard, France, Roman Catholics and Protestants will fast on March 
20. Proceeds of the fast will go ts the district of Didimotichon in 
northern Greece, where it is reported the people have meat only at Christmas 
and Easter. A collection also will be taken to defray one-third of the 
cost of building a youth training-centre there. 


* * * 
The Swiss Sunday School Association will send the collection taken on 


"World Sunday School Day" (February 23) to train Sunday School teachers 
and religious instructors in Indonesia. 


x * * 
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The Rev. John G. Gatu has been named the first African general secretary of 
the Presbyterian Church of East Africa and the Rev. Charles M. Kareri has 
been re-elected moderator at the church's Fourth General Assembly in Nairobi. 
Mr. Kareri became the first African moderator of the church in 1961. It 
marks the first time in the churvh's history that both top posts have been 
held by Africans. In the past the administrative post of general secretary 
has always been filled by missionary clergy of the Church of Seztland, which 
founded the African church early in this century. 


* ESR Fees 


The National Lutheran Council's 46th annual meeting has asked that a report 
en compulsory chapel attendance at the USA's three military academies be 

made at its meeting next year, which could be used as the basis for a poss- 
ible statement of policy on the controversial issue. The Ccuncil appraved 
the study approach just after it tabled a resolution which would have authcr- 
ized efforts to bring about changes in the policy of "required attendance at 
religious services at the Army, Navy, and Air Force Academies", 4 


* % % 


The San Pedro hospital, a Roman Catholic institution in Davao, Manila, the 
Philippines, is donating its total receipts for one week towards recon- 
struction of the Protestant chureh-sponsored Brokenshire Hospital at Davao, 
which was badly damaged in a recent fire. 


* * * 


The Dutch Senate has been told by Premier G.M. Marijnen that his coalition 
Cabinet has agreed that adherence to the Roman Catholic faith is no bar to 
Succession to the Netherlands throne. His announcement was made in response 
to demands for a clear statement on the issue from leaders of the Catholic 
People's Party. It came in the wake of Prinsess Irene's "transition" to 
Roman Catholicism; the ruling House of Orange has traditionally belonged to 
the Dutch Reformed Church. oa Bs 


~ 


A white clergyman, a native of Mississippi, has become pastor of a predomi- 
nantly Negro church in Asheville, North Carolina (USA). The Rev. William 
Shaw Jones was named to the pastorate of Calvary Union Presbyterian Church. 
The 140-member congregation had an all-Negro membership until recently when 
several white members joined the church, | 


* * ¥ 


Because of the "widespread wish" within the Church of England for more time 
to study the proposed plan for its union with the Methodist Church, the period 
for discussion in the parishes has been extended from July to December. 


ark e lias ot ts 


The Swiss government has announced it will donate 144,000 Sw. frs. ($33,400) 
to the Paris Mission Society to set up an auto repair shop in Basutoland. 
The grant, part of the government's aid programme to developing countries, 
will cover about forty per cent cf the total cost of the project. 


MEN EE, 
In Sasolburg, north of Johannesburg, South Africa, Roman Cathelics, Presby- 


terians, and Methodists are planning to build a church to be used jointly by 
then. EPS, Geneva 
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Document 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


Exserpt from Report of Dr,0.Frederick Nolde, 
Director of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, to the Executive Com-- 
mittee of the Werld Council of Churches, at 
Odessa, 10-14 February, 1964 


The Executive Committee generally approved the following observations 
of the C.C.1.A. Director: 


The United Nations Sub-Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination 
and the Protection of Minorities, meeting at New York in January 1964, in accord- 
ance with action of the General Assembly began work on a Declaration on the 


Blimination of All Forms of Religious Intolerance, 


In the course of the debate, the expert from the U.S.5.R. objected to the 
draft Declaration's failure to state clearly the right of freedom from religion 
in order to protect atheists. There are various assertions made during this 
debate with which I am in disagreement, but on the basio point at issue, I would 
like to make two comments - insisting that the first should at no time be quoted 
without the second. 


(1) Freedom of religion or belief applies to all men in society, whether 
atheists or adherents of a religion, In this respect I agree with the U.5.5.R. 
expert, although I do not at this moment intend to comment on the meaning of 
this position for the proposed Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Religious Intolerance. The u.N, Declaration of Human Rights in Article 18 claims 
that everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. In 
the same article reference is clearly made to religion or belief. I have seen 
present at every stage of the drafting of the Universal Declaration and am con- 
vinced that the word "belief" was inserted to protect those who do not profess 
a religion. 


The Statement on Religious Liberty, adopted by the Third Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches at New Delhi in 1961, asserts the following in para- 
graphs 3 and 9 3 


Sikes Beh Holding a distinctive Christian basis for religious 
liberty, we regard this right as fundamental for men everywhere. 


" 9, Religious liberty includes freedom to change one's religion 
or belief without consequent social, economic and political 
disabilities. Implicit in this right is the right freely to 
maintain one's belief or disbelief without external coercion 
or disability." 


(over) 


(2) All men have te right not only to maintain or to change their ' 
religion or belief but also to manifest it in society. There is consequently 
need for co-existence of varying religions and beliefs, with every oppertunity | 
for peaceful competition. In order that a confrontation of this Kind can 
take place, freedom of religious propaganda as well as freedem of anti- ; 


religious propaganda must be ensured by constitution, law, juridical action, 
and public Ie Sadie Ne eee 


I am certain that Christians are eager to profess thede faith Iron 
the house-tops or in the market-place, confident that truth will prevail in 
any competitive dialogue when the rights of proponents. of all religions or 
a beliefs are equally recognized and equally sigh acinvade ds against interference. 
EPS, Geneva 
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ASIAN CHURCHES HOLD 
SECOND ASSEMBLY IN BANGKOK 


(Bangkok) - The Assembly of the East Asia Christian Conference here has 
received and passed to member churches for study a report appealing %o 
world confessional families and bodies to refrain from acting either uni- 
laterally or too quickly in their dealings with Asian churches. 


Ge eee ee ee 


sen par nguomapai 


Welcoming growing awareness by Western churches of the need for resources 
to be shared with younger churches, the report draws attention to the need 
for confessional world bodies to keep “in step with plans already made as 
a result of ecumenical consultation on both national and world levels. 


ce 9 i 8 Nt 


"Where this is not done", it stresses,"it makes increasingly difficult the 
development of national strategies" and "exposes the churches to tempta- 
tLone. <i" ‘ 


Ee 


Speaking of Asian churches! "concern that Christians in every locality should | 
be, in spite of different 'names!, identified and identifiable as a people 
together", it describes denominational identity as "a secondary concern, 


"Whereas cooperation in action can take place at almost every point, it is 
at the point of ecclesiastical and missionary structure that dividing walls | 
become unsurmountable", it said. 


"Thé confessional need of the Asian churches is primarily in relatior to | 
their mission to the world" and their concern is therefore not with ciffer- | 
ences but with "those ‘things which together they must confess before the 
world. : 


lished weekly under auspices : World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
men’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education » United Bible Societies 


aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
ements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 


mw 


No. 9 = 5th March, 1964 


"There is a constant danger of reproducing within the working of ... denomi- 
national world bodies many of the features of patronage which the missionary 
movement has outgrown", the report added, warning against "making an ‘ism! 
out of a legitimate confessional or denominational position", 


A confessional family "has the obligation to set up a programme ... which 

is concerned with its denominational confessional distinctiveness" but "it 

is irresponsible to make the existence of confessional families a conveni- 
ence" for attaching "denominational labels where such labels are irrelevant", 
at said. 


Some 150 Asian church representatives met here (February 25 - March 5) for 
their first assembly since 1959 at Kuala Lumpur. They represent churches 
in Australia, Burma, Ceylon, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, 
Malaysia, Okinawa, the Philippines, East and West Pakistan, Thailand, and - 
New Zealand. Also present are about 50 observers and consultants from 
Asian church bodies and the World Council of Churches. 


In other sessions the Assembly: 


Adopted a report on relations between EACC member churches and Roman Catho- 
lics, noting that in most Asian countries the Roman Catholic Church "has 
begun to give many evidences of a wholly new openness towards other 
Christians", ; 


Stating that "we should respond to this new situation ... by inviting our 
Roman Catholic brethren to join us in the kind of ecumenical fellowship we 
have been. learning. to experience among ourselves", the report noted that 
"most of the members of our churches are ill-prepared for this new situ- 
ation", 


It reminded them that their fellowship is "based upon the confession of 
Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures", requires 
them to "listen to what the other has to say" and to "speak frankly and 
fully" to each other, but with an "attitude of mutual respect and helpful- 
ness", 


Decided that a major emphasis in the work of the East Asia Christian Con- 
ference during the next four years will be the training of Christian laymen, 


It took the action after receiving proposals for the training of Asian 
Christians "to give them the perspective to see in their secular life the 
place where their faith becomes concrete and articulate", 


The plan envisages a series of five to ten-day national consultations in 
Asian countries. The EACC will offer assistance to give common direction 
to the meetings and "to relate the various insights which have been gained 
in specialized lay institutes and courses, situation conferences, consulta- 
tions on new forms of service and Christian stewardship studies". These 
‘national consultations will "plan for action, so That io insights do not 
remain purely in the realm of discussion". ; 


The report to be sent to member churches says that at present "the Christian 
community is again finding its unity and in that unity is facing the clairs 
of God amidst the autonomies of the secular world... The need, therefore, is 
for Christian people to become more closely aware of the meaning and impli- | 
cations of the Christian presence in the situations and occupations in baja 
they and their fellow-men are placed by God.'! : 


It notes that laymen and women are often conscious of the demands for Christ- 
ian obedience in the world but lack the perspective to know what to do. 
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Heard M.M. Thomas, a Christian layman from India, warn that the Christian 
Church could be in danger of being "party to the betrayal of the ultimate 
stuff of human existence". 


Delivering one of the John i. Mott lectures; Mr. Thomas noted four rising 
tides of history in Asia which called for Christian response. 


These are: a new revolutionary tide sn culture and politics against per- 
sonal values and the idea of a personal community; the coming to self- 
consciousness of traditional, groups of all kinds, with resulting inter- 
group fears threatening the development of nationhood; an ever-widening 
gap between the richer and the poorer countries; and increasing seculari- 
gation and secularism, as throughout the entire world. 


Mr. Thomas said that unless the churches accepted their "responsibility to 
penetrate politics, economics, and culture with the idea and reality of 
the personal", the Asian revolution would "strengthen the impersonal and 
authoritarian structures and values at all levels. 


"The danger in Asia is that we may pass from the traditional conformist 
collectivism to the modern technical mass society without having truly 
discovered the human person and the personal community". If this happens, 
Asia “will have missed the central human aspect of revolutionary ferment". 


Unanimously elected Dr. D.G. Moses, of India, as chairman for the next four 
years, in succession to Bishop Enrique Sobrepena, of the Philippines, who 
was elected honorary president. . 


Dr. Moses, one of the six presidents of the World Council of Churches, is 
principal of Hislop College, Nagpur, India. An ordained minister of the 
United Church of North India, he is @ student of philosophy and author ony 
a number of books. 


Dr. I. Omura, of Japan, and the Kev. Simon Marantika, of Indonesia, were 
elected vice-chairmen and 20 members of churches in 16 EACC-member countries 
were elected to the Continuation Committee. 


In the same session the Assembly received applications for membership or 
recognized the membership of 23 new churches in Pakistan, North India, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Japan, Hong Kong, Australia, and New Zealand. 


Received preliminary details of an Asian survey on the use of the Bible from 
the Asia Study Secretary of the United Bible Societies, Mr. S.J. de 5S. 
Weerashinghe, of Ceylon, who revealed ten obstacles which "prevent church 
members from an effective use of the Bible". 


The survey was launched four years ago under joint EACC-United Bible 
Societies sponsorship. Findings will be published shortly in one of a 
six-part series of booklets entitled "The Bible in Asia". 


The speaker said the survey revealed ten categories of stated obstacles to 
effective Bible study: (1) lack of time; (2) sheer indifference; (3) 
irrelevance to modern man; (4) "dead" and obsolete language; (5) "forests 
of irrelevant details" (genealogies, rituals); (6) failure of the Church 
to instruct members how to study; Gee) belief that all religions are true 
and the Bible therefore offers nothing unique; (8) the standards of the 
Bible are too idealistic and impossible; (9) the fear of being considered 
pious or eccentric; (10) the God of the Bible, who always acted on man's 
behalf, has now ceased to intervene and is silent in the affairs of men. 
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Unanimously approved the establishment of a fund for the support of Asian 
missionaries. Churches in the region must contribute at least 25 per cent 
of the support. The fund will further the exchange of missionaries between 
Asian countries. 


The recommendations came from a pre-Assembly consultation of 30 missionaries 
and church workers from different parts of Asia. This consultation had 
recommended that; (a) missionary structures inherited from the past be 
examined with a view to discovering what must be conserved, what eliminated, 
and what added, so that the churches of Asia may move forward in their 
missionary sha miurioe. (b) the time has come to think of mission as a 
responsibility of the whole Church in the world; (c) the churches explore 
new patterns of missionary service; (d) the pasta of remuneration of 
missionaries be studied; (e) the sending church must assume a continuing. 
responsibility for the missionary it has sent, but mutual consultation 
between the two churches involved is indispensable. EPS, Geneva 


CONSULTATION SEEKS FAMILY 
WELFARE TRAINING CORPS 


(Bangkok) - A five-day Consultation on the Churches in Asia and Responsible 
Parenthood has ended here after recommending to the East Asia Christian 
Conference (EACC) that it establish a training corps to carry out family 
welfare planning in Asia, 


The consultation was attended by 40 Asian church men and women from 15 
countries, in addition to observers and consultants from both Asia and the 
West. In making its recommendations to the BACC Second Assembly, which 
followed this meeting, the consultation stressed that "the ethos of the 
Christian Church is vital to the communication of the values on which 
responsible parenthood and family welfare planning are based", 


The suggested training corps would be composed of theologians, doctors, 
sociologists, and educators with special training in family welfare plan- 
ning. They would conduct training courses in Asian countries, at the 
invitation of HACC member churches or national councils of churches. 


Tasks suggested included initiating and developing family welfare planning 
programmes; conducting responsible parenthood courses, both theological 
and practical, in theological seminaries, church-related hospitals and 
institutions; the development of cooperation among pastors, doctors, and 
social workers in carrying out and extending counselling services; and 
the production of educational materials on responsible parenthood themes, 


The recommendation suggested that the Assembly implement the programme 
through its Committee on the Cooperation of Men and Women in Church, Family 
and Society. 


The consultation also asked for further study on sterilization and arti- 
ficial insemination from the Christian perspective. 


Chairman of the meetings was Mrs. Goh Kokee, of Singapore. The consulta- 
tion was convened by U. Kyaw Than, of Burma, and Dr. Jacob Quiambac, of the 
Philippines, was its secretary. EPS, Geneva 
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PROTESTANTS AND ROMAN CATHOLICS IN 
COLOMBIA JOIN IN PRAYER SERVICE 


(Washington, D.C.) - A Roman Gatholic-Protestant prayer service attended by 
1,000 persons in Bogota, Colombia, has been praised by the country's largest 
daily newspaper, El Tiempo, the Bureau of Information of the National Catho- 
lic Welfare Conference reports here. 

Tt quoted the newspaper as.commenting that "the bell of reconciliation has 
sounded also in Colombia". 


The "ecumenical" prayer meeting took place in the Fatima parish school and 
lasted two hours. The two leaders were Father Manuel Estevez of the Fatima 
parish and the Kev. Guillermo Acosta of the Protestant Church of Gethsemane. 


El Tiempo said the meeting came about because a group of parishioners had 
complained to Father Estevez that "Protestants were publicly airing wrong 
beliefs". "Shall we throw them out?", they asked. 


"Not at all", replied Father Estevez. "T'm going to.speak with them right 
now and I'm going to greet their minister. T'11 tell you one thing: 
Protestants are Christian: and our brethren. God grant that we may imitate 
many of their customs." 


The meeting between priest and minister, El Tiempo said, resulted in an 
understanding that culminated in the inter-confessional service. 


The paper reported that the minister said Father Estevez "was the initiator 
of this very pleasant reconciliation, and the Catholic hierarchy approved 
ch Lae 


‘It said that "a thousand lay persons, twelve Catholic nuns, two pastors, 
five priests, two Protestant choirs, and two Protestant orchestral units 
praised in song one God". EPS, Geneva 


"GNAWING PRESSURE" ON CHURCHES 
IN HAST GERMANY DETATLED 


(Philadelphia) ~ With the exception of some "unorthodox Christian groups", 
such as Jehovah's Witnesses, smaller religious groups fare better in church- 
state relations in Fast Germany than the Evangelical Church, according to 
the report of a Quaker survey team, 


A special chapter on the current state of the churches is included in 
"Journey Through a Wall", a report of the Quaker mission published here by 
the American Friends Service Committee. 


While both the Evangelical Church and the Roman Catholic Church in Hast 
Germany “receive considerable support from government funds, principally 
for the operation of hospitals and other special institutions, there appear 
to be problems attending such support", the report noted. 


One of the "central tensions" for all Christians in Hast Germany, the Quaker 
visitors observed, comes from "living in a society in which the dominant 
political power is atheistic". They described these tensions as "continu- 
ous gnawing pressure rather than as dramatic persecutions". EPS, Geneva 
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NCC TOLD ECUMENICAL PACE 
DEMANDS SUSTAINED ATTENTION 


(Baltimore) - The high "pace and complexity" of new cooperative contacts 
among Protestants, Roman Catholics, and Orthodox demands that the National 
Council of Churches in the USA give "more sustained and specialized atten- 
tion" to the ecumenical movement, it was stated here. 


Dr. R.H. Edwin Espy, the NCC's general secretary, told its General Board 
that Protestant contacts with Roman Catholics "have multiplied in the last 
three months" and that “it is impossible to keep abreast of all the actual 
initiatives, to say nothing of pursuing the potential ones". 


He said that while each member denomination of the NCC has a stake in the 
ecumenical movement, it is not feasible for them individually to "develop 
their own bilateral relationships..." 


As a result, he said, "the churches must look to their national and world 
councils to assist in the development of common policies and the coordina- 
tion of relationships". : EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES URGED TO LEAD 
DRIVE AGAINST DETENTION LAW 


(Johannesburg) - A prominent Anglican layman has urged South African churches 
to lead a crusade to abolish 2a law which permits detention for 90 days with- 
out trial of .persons suspected of political activities against the state and 
its racial policies. 


J. Hamilton Russell, a former opposition member of parliament, spoke at 4 
meeting sponsored. jointly by the National Council of Women and the Black - 
Sash. The Black Sash is a movement of white women, formed in Capetown 
Some years ago to oppose apartheid legislation, 


Mr. Russell branded the 1963 law, ostensibly aimed at eliminating the threat 
of communism, as "the most evil, cynical, and sadistic piece of legislation 
ever to come from parliament. 


"South Africa's greatest hope", he said, "is a decisive lead from the 
churches. They should lead the crusade to abolish this un-Christian law 


which degrades the human mind and soul." ‘ HPS, Geneva 


ARGENTINE METHODISTS 
SEBK UNION TALKS 


(Buenos Aires) - The Argentina Methodist Conference has invited the Disciples 
of Christ and the Waldensian Church of the Argentina-Uruguay area to join it 
in exploring the possibilities of forming a united church. 


The conference's annual meeting here voted to set up a "River Plate Conm-. 
mission on Church Unity", which would initially involve Methodists, Disciples, 
and Waldensians, but could be expanded to include other denominations. The 
words "River Plate" indicate the inclusion of both Argentina and Uruguay in 
the union plan. Make EPS, Geneve 
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PAKISTANI LEADER GUARANTEES 
PROTECTION TO CHRISTIANS 


(Karachi) - President Mohammad Ayub Khan gave assurances here that his 
government would continue "steadfastly to protect and safeguard the 
interests of religious minorities" in this predominantly Muslim country. 


He did so in an interview with US-born Roman Catholic Archbishop Leo Graner 
of Dacca, Hast Pakistan. According to news reports, thousands of Christian 
refugees have fled across the border into India to escape persecution. 


The President said he had directed the provincial governor to go to the area 
and personally assure Christians there that their lives and property would 
be safeguarded. (See EPS No. 8) EPS, Geneva 


UNITED CHURCH BOARD URGES 
LEGALIZATION OF BIRTH CONTROL 


(Toronto) ~ The United Church of Canada's Board of Evangelism and Social 
Service has urged the Canadian government to legalize birth control. 


At its 39th annual meeting here, the board called for abolition of that 
section of the Criminal Code banning the sale and advertising of contra- 
ceptives. A copy of the resolution was sent to every member of Parliament. 


(Actually, observers say, the law is honoured more in the breach than in the 
observance; there have been few prosecutions in recent years.) 


The board, which is authorized to speak for the whole church in its- particu- 
lar fields, said the section offends against the religious beliefs of a 
majority of Canadians and makes a criminal offence of contraception, 
regarded by some churchmen as a moral necessity these days. EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT, CATHOLIC COOPERATION 
REPORTED EXPANDING IN BRAZIL 


(Charlotte, N.C.) - Two Methodist missionaries, noting a "spirit of co- 
operation" between Protestants and Roman Catholics in Brazil, have reported 
"a number of significant breakthroughs" in the ecumenical field. 


The Rev. William Bigham of Monroe, N,.C., and the Rev. William Anderson of 
Davidson, N.C., said "there have been exchanges at Methodist and Catholic 
institutes, exchanges of pastors and priests, and Catholic groups have 
participated in Protestant programmes". Their statement was released by 
the denomination's area office here, 


Mr. Bigham said "there was a definite warming of priests towards Protest- 
ants", He added: 


"T wanted to start a meeting between Catholic and Protestant ministers but 
I haven't been able to do so yet because of fear and the feeling of in- 
Security among ,evangelical pastors." EPS, Geneva 
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SPANISH STUDENTS WANT 
RELIGIOUSLY "NEUTRAL" STATE 


(Madrid) - A poll of more than 600 Spanish university students reveals that, 
while most of them are practising Roman Catholics, the majority think the 
state should be "neutral" towards religion.» 


The poll was taken by Prof. Miguel Benzo Mestre, secretary general of the 
Spanish Catholic Action Movement, who teaches religion at Madrid University. 
Its results were published in Ecclesia, the national weekly of the Movement. 


The total of 609 students replying - 409 young men and 200 women = reprezents 
roughly one per cent of all Spanish students of college level. 


Commenting on his findings, Professor Benzo Mestre underlined that "the 
immense majority" of students preferred a state that was not welded to the 
church. On the whole, he observed, the poll showed "a basically positive 
religious attitude although with negative groups sufficiently strong tc 
cause serious worries" and a "strong tendency opposed to any religious 
pressure", 


Ya, of Madrid, Spain's leading Roman Catholic daily, said in an editorial 
that the "agnostic attitude" of Spanish students as revealed by the poll 
justified "serious alarm", The editorial noted that college-level students 
had been exposed to "religion in massive doses" but nevertheless appeared to 
undergo a deep spiritual crisis. EPS, Geneva 


REV. E.H. ROBERTSON NAMED EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
OF WORLD CHRISTIAN BROADCASTING ASSOCIATION 


(Geneva): - The Rev. Edwin H. Robertson has been named the first executive 
director of the World Association for Christian Broadcasting. 


The Associction was formed in May 1963 in Limuru, Kenya, to promote the 
proclamation of the Christian Gospei through radio and television. Its 
membership is open to agencies, organizations, and individuals. 


The Association's cheirman is the Rt. Rev. Fridjov Birkeli, (Lutheran) 
Bishop of Stavanger, Norway. 


Mr. Robertson, who is at present minister of the Baptist Church, Yeovil, 
Somerset, England, he» had extensive broadcasting experience. From 1949 
to 1956 he was assistant head of Religious Broadcasting for the British 
Broadcasting Corporation with special responsibility for the Third Pro- 
gramnc and a regular programme on the German service. He also took some 
part in the development of religious television and frequently assistec in 
Kurovision transmissions, From 1956 to 1961 he was study secretary of the 
United Bible Societies with offices in Geneva, Switzerland. 


Since its formation the Association has been directed by an associate to 
the director, the Rev. Michael de Vries, Geneva. 


This provisional arrangement has enabled it to begin operations on 2 
limited scale, coordinating work of religious broadcasters and providing a 
programme information exchange service. 


With the appointment of a full-time director this work will be expanded and 
the Association will also undertake work to encourage the training o: staff 
for religious broadcasting in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. 

EPS, Ceneva 


XO 
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CATHOLIC BISHOPS REITERATE 
STAND AGAINST APARTHEID 


(Pretoria) - The Roman Catholic South African Bishops' Conference, in an 
eagerly awaited official declaration, has again condemned the government's 
apartheid policies, 


However, initial reaction to the bishops! statement among Roman Catholics 
and others was one of disappointment, according to Religious News Service. 


The Service said this resulted from the unusual brevity of the statement, 
which merely called attention to the Conference's previous criticisms of 
apartheid, and stressed that "justice must be done to all groups and 
persons and the spirit of charity should animate all relationships". 


In many quarters, the service said, it had been expected that the bishops 
would make a detailed and ringing denunciation of racism ~ as they have 
done in the past - especially in view of a recent statement by Archbishop 
William P. Whelan of Bloemfontein which was interpreted as being generally 
in favour of apartheid. 


The archbishop had criticized some aspects of the government's racial 
legislation as involving hardship and injustice, but had said that "there 
is no teaching in the Church opposing the idea of a state composed of 2 
number of national or racial groups maintained in their separate and 
distinct identity by the state whereof they form a part". EPS, Geneva 


JOURNAL CRITICIZES STATEMENT OF 
GREEK PRELATE 


(Athens) - Ethnos, an Athens daily, has strongly criticized Archbishop 
Chrysostomos of Athens and All Greece for what it called his outspoken 
condemnation of the January meeting of Pope Paul VI and Ecumenical Patriarch 
Athenagoras in Jerusalem. 


According to Ethnos, the archbishop sent letters to the heads of all Ortho- 
dox churches stating that Eastern Orthodoxy "is in danger because of the 
activities of the Ecumenical Patriarch". 


The newspaper also reported that at the last meeting of the Holy Synod of 
the Orthodox Church in Greece, Archbishop Chrysostomos characterized the 
meeting of the two church leaders in the Holy Land as "ta false step of the 
Eoumenical Patriarch" and stated that Pope Paul "simply wants to subdue 
Orthodoxy under him". 


Commenting on the archbishop!s critical letters to other Orthodox leaders, 
Ethnos said: "The appeal of Archbishop Chrysostomos to the Slav churches, 
aiming at diminishing the Patriarch, will end at the expense of Greek 
Orthodoxy. The responsible government of this country must face the 
situation which has been created with due seriousness. The archbishop has 
acted without consulting the other members of the Synod as he should have 
done." EPS, Geneva 
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DUTCH CARDINAL WARNS OF DANGERS 
OF MERE ORGANIZATIONAL UNITY 


(Vienna) - A Dutch Roman Catholic prelate has warned against the temptation 
for Christians to be content with organizational links rather than with 
seeking the full expression of unity. 


Bernard Cardinal Alfrink of Utrecht, speaking here, said the very fact that 
Christians are still so tragically divided in doctrine exposes the churches 
to the danger of contenting themselves with an outward appearance of unity, 
i.e. with the idea that the unity desired by Our Lord has been achieved in 
the form of a superficial, more or less external, unity..." 


The Cardinal rejected the idea of any form of intercommunion between Christ- 
ians who do not share the same belief about the meaning of the elements.- 


"Undoubtedly it would be a striking expression of the desire for unity if 

the faithful of the different Christian churches celebrated communion to- 

gether", he said, "but in so doing they would be giving the semblance of a 
unity which does not really exist", eas 


Another great danger to the ecumenical movement, he said, is the idea that 
"it doesn't really matter what form of the Christian faith one holds as 
long as one believes in Christ. 


"Of course the faith shared by ell Christians in the Lord is a precious pos- 
session, —but it is also important what one believes about this Christ, 

about His mission, purpose, and message", he emphasized. "Phe purpose of 
the ecumenical movement is not to promote Christian indifference or a level-. 
ling down process in which each party abandons part of his own heritage of 
faith to accept a common basis of a common truth." _ . EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH LEADER URGES ERHARD 
TO AGREE TO PASSES PLAN 


(Berlin) - Continuation of the system of granting passes for visits to East 
Berlin started at Christmas is urged in a letter to German Chancellor Erhard 
by Professor Heinrich Vogel of Berlin. 


Professor Vogel wrote the Chancellor that both the Fast and Weat must give 
precedence to human problems over the political questions in their discuss- 
ions. 


The professor, who teaches at both Humboldt University in East Berlin and at 
the Theological College in West Berlin, is one of the few people permitted to 
cross the barrier daily. 


"Giving precedence to the human aspects of the question is the only chance 
left of healing the political cleft which cuts across our people and of con- 
tributing to international peace", he wrote. "Questions of procedure and 
the problems involved are not sufficiently important to risk what is at 
stake here, namely the permanent destruction of the closest human ties and 
the resurgence of mistrust, hatred, fear, and isolation on both sides of the 
Wall." 


Last week Praéses Kurt Scharf of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) met 
with Chancellor Erhard to discuss "the humanitarian aspects" of the proposal 
to continue the passes system, EPS, Geneva 
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ASIAN CHURCHES URGE GOVERNMENT 
TALKS OVER MALAYSIA CONFLICT 


(Bangkok) -~ The Second Assembly of the Hast Asia Christian Conference, 
meeting here, has called on the governments of the Maphilindo countries to 
settle their conflict by resuming immediate negotiations and by avoiding 
all moves of a provocative nature. 


At the opening of the first plenary session of the Assembly, which was 
attended by 150 church representatives, the following statement, addressed 
to the governments of Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines, was adopted 
ananimously: 


"The Fast Asia Christian Conference, meeting at Bangkok and representing 
churches in Australia, Burma, Ceylon, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, 
Korea, Malaysia, New 4ealand, Pakistan, the Philippines, Taiwan, and 
Thailand, and believing in God's call to a ministry of reconciliation in 
all situations of human conflict, most earnestly and prayerfully urges the 
governments of the Maphilindo countries to settle their conflict by resuming 
immediate negotiations, and avoiding all moves of a provocative nature." 
BPS, Geneva 


DR. NIEMOLLER CONTINUES FIGHT 
FOR RELEASE OF WAR PRISONERS 


(Frankfurt) ~ Dr. Martin Nieméller, president of the Chureh of Hesse-Nassau, 
has announced he intends to carry his campaign for release of the last three 
National Socialist (Nazi) leaders from war-criminals'! prison at Spandau all 
the way to Russian Premier Khrushchev. 


Dr. Nieméller, who was a concentration camp prisoner for his opposition tO 
Nazi policies, reported here that during his recent visit to the USSR to 
attend the World Council of Churches! Executive Committee meeting he had a 
conversation about the matter with "an eminent political personage". He 
said he would now take the step of writing to the Russian Premiere 

EPS, Geneva. 


ANTI-RELIGIOUS TREND 
REPORTED AT OXFORD 


(Oxford) - The rapid growth of a strongly ‘anti-religious humanist" group 
among Oxford University undergraduates, has been reported here. 


During the current term more than 1,000 students, including many women, are 


reported to have joined the group, which professes great, interest in social 
reform. The university has 8,000 undergraduates. 


Meanwhile, the university's religious societies are said to have reached the 
end of a boom period of membership growth. 
The Roman Catholic Newman Society currently has 700 members. Membership in 


two Protestant organizations - the Student Christian Movement and the 
Christian Union - is 300 and 250, respectively. EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN LEADER DEFENDS 
WCC LEADER'S VIEWS 


(Hannover) - "What has been described in some German newSpapers as a 
resigned retreat in the face of atheism is in actual fact the insistence 
by the World Council of Churches that in all states Christians should have 
the same rights as all other groups and religions openly to proclaim their 
faith," 


This is the climatic paragraph in a reply by a German church leader; the 
Rev. (Oberkirchenrat) Erwin Wilkens, of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (VELKD) , to criticisms of a statement on réligious liberty made by 
Dr. O. Frederick Nolde to the recent meeting of the World Council of 
Churches! Executive Committee meeting in Odessa, USSR. Dr. Nolde is 
director of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
(See EPS No. 8) | = 


Dr. Nolde had advanced the view that "goexistence"” with opportunity for 
"peaceful cooperation" should be the pattern sought in relations between 
persons of different religions and beliefs. 


Critics have claimed that this view failed to express the Christian respon- 
sibility for mission to all people and used "political concepts" which are 
inappropriate to describe the concerns of the churches. 


Pastor Wilkens noted that many of the criticisms had apparently arisen from 
& misunderstanding. of the way in which the word 'co-existence"' was used. 
Critics have interpreted the term, he noted, to mean "the Church's renunci-~ 
ation of its claim to truth in face of non-Christian religious and ideo- 
logies. 


"This would be a complete misinterpretation of the understanding of the 


meaning by either the World Council of Churches or the Commission (CCIA)", 
Pastor Wilkens said. 


"No doubt at all exists in the mind of anyone concerned that co-existence - 


in the sense of a truce between the Christian theology and Communist ideo- 
logy, and the abandonment of evangelism ~ is impossible. 


"The deliberations at Odessa (by the WCC's Executive Committee) dealt with 
the cooperation of the World Council in promoting universal human rights in 
their significance for state legislation and for international agreements. 
That is on a different level from the concern for Christian missions and 
the spiritual care of individuals..." 


Pastor Wilkens stressed that Dr. Nolde!s comments must be seen in the con- 
text of the CCIA's concern for action by the United Nations to obtain more 
binding agreements to eliminate religious intolerance and assure religious 
liberty. The United Nations Sub-Commission on Human Rights is currently 
considering a draft declaration on religious intolerance. 


He noted that the importance of the United Nations reaching a clear agree- 
ment about religious liberty is of inestimable importance for national and 
international law and that it must be remembered that “severe restrictions 
on religious liberty exist in the legislation, or at any rate in practice, 
not only in Communist states, but also in states dominated by the Islamic 
religion, as well, unfortunately, as in Roman Catholic countries, and in 
Israel", 
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He pointed out that the 1936 Constitution of the USSR discriminates against 
the churches and Christians, as compared with atheists, because, although 
it recognizes the right to hold services, it does not recognize the right 
of Christians to conduct religious "propaganda". However, it does recog- 
nize the right of citizens to promote anti-religious propaganda, 


This means that the churches are not allowed to conduct any mission or 
evangelism work and that anyone providing religious instruction to minors is 
subject to legal penalties, he pointed out. 


"Tt should be sufficiently clear therefore", Pastor Wilkens seid, "that 
what is expected by the WCC of a future United Nations declaration about 
religious liberty means the exact opposite for the Soviet Union of the 
interpretation put upon it by its German eritics", EPS, Geneva 


SUDAN GOVERNMENT EXPELS 
FOREIGN MISSIONARIES 


(Khartoum) ~ The Sudan government announced last week that it will deport 
all of the 300 foreign missionaries from the southern Sudan. There are 
272 Roman Catholic and 28 Protestant missionaries working there. 


Major-General Mohamed Ahmed Irwa, Minister of the Interior, announcing the 
decision at a press conference, said the Sudanese government had "proof 

and documents that some foreign priests have had and still have close 
responsibility for the unrest in the south and that they are working for 
the disunity of the Sudanese nation by misleading the citizens and inciting 
them against their northern brothers", 


He said the deportation was not intended to curb the religious freedom of 
Christians, but that the action was being taken to restore the stability 
and security of the state. He said under the decision all churches and 
mission stations in the south will be taken over by Sudanese church leaders 
who will have full freedom to practise their religion. 


Most of Sudan's Christians live in the south. The north is predominantly 
Muslin. 


4 


The action was criticized in a statement issued by leaders of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs, a World Council of Churches' 
agency. 


Sir Kenneth Grubb, London, chairman, and Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, New York, 
director, issued the following statement: 


"A government is entitled to determine what aliens may work within its 
jurisdiction. But we regret that the Sudanese government has felt it 
necessary. to expel all Christian missionaries in the southern Sudan without 
discrimination, and even more that it has cited as the ground of its action 
that these people are suspected of subversive activities. Evidence 
against two or three individuals is being used to cast suspicion on many 
devoted servants of the country and its people. The: virtual closing of 
the southern provinces to public view may prevent the friends of the Sudan 
from appreciating the government's administrative aims in this area. The 
Christian church in the Sudan will, of course. continue under its able 
Sudanese leadership, but a serious blow is being struck at the standard of 
theological education available for the future." BPS, Geneva 
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AMERICAN CHURCHES WILL ASK AID 
THROUGH WCC FOR DELTA PROJECT 


(Baltimore): - The National Council of Churches (USA) will send a task force 
of men and money into the Mississippi Delta area to fight what it termed 
"persistent" poverty and racial injustice. 


Members of its General Board meeting here voted unanimously to concentrate 
aid in a fifteen-county area from Memphis, Tenn., south to Vicksburg, Miss., 
because the area "manifests in full display" chronic problems of discrimina-- 
tion and destitution, 


The programme will have an initial annual budget of $250,000 to finance 15 
field workers, director, and administration, 


A portion of this will be sought in the United States. The remainder the 
Council will request through the Projects List circulated annually to its 
member churches by the World Council of Churches. 


The listing would mark the first request for aid channelled through the 
ecumenical body for a relief project in the United States, 


The Delta Project was proposed to the board by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, chief 


executive officer of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, who stressed 
the parallel problems of poverty and racial discrimination. 


"Racial injustice is compounded by the vast econcemic gap between the affluent 
majority and-the dispossessed minorities within the nation", said Dr. Blake, 
who is chairman of the NOC's Commission on Religion and Ragen 


Dr, Blake asserted that American churches had contributed money, goods, and 
personnel to help alleviate poverty and suffering in cther parts of the 
world, in projects coordinated by the World Council of Churches. 


Now, he said, "it is equally fitting that the World Council of Churches be 
involved in meeting needs in America", BPS, Geneva 


BDITOR ANALYZES RECENT 
BHCUMENICAL EVENTS 


(Paris) - The recent Holy Land meeting between the Pove and the Hcumenical 
Patriarch and the session of the World Council of Churches! Executive Com- 
mittee in Odessa, USSR, "illustrate in an exemplary way two different 
attitudes in the search for communion and unity", 


The difference, writes Editor Albert Finet of the French irolben sane weekly, 
Réforme, is that while "the Pope spoke about returning to the fold", the 
WCC's member churches, despite great differences in str ucture and trdadtianh 
are concerned with "staying together and seeking communion and unity". 


This, he said, "is in my view a moving testimony to the mysterious working 
of the Holy Spe, It is really extraordinary , like the Gospel which 
inspires it". EFS, Geneva 
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DELAY IN UNION. WITH METHODISTS 
ASKED BY TWO CHURCH OF ENGLAND GROUPS 


(London) - Two Church of England groups have suggested that there should be 
a delay in the proposed timetable for the union of their church with the 
Methodist Church. 


Thirty-nine leaders, including clergy, dons, and laymen, representing the 
conservative evangelical wing, sent an "open letter" to its archbishops and 
bishops urging postponement of the proposed union for at least a year 
beyond the present schedule. 


They also urged that representatives of other English Free Churches be 
brought immediately into the negotiations. 


The second such suggestion was voiced by the Church Union, which represents 
the Anglo-Catholic wing. Its statement stressed that consideration of such 
important issues as contained in the report outlining steps towards union 
must be unhurried, and called for more time for study in the dioceses. 


The original intention was that decisions from the dioceses should be 
returned through the bishops by the end of July, 1964. As a result of many 
representations, the archbishops have already extended the time to December 
31, 1964, but are still hoping to be able to make a reply to the Methodist 
Conference by May; 1965, 


The Church Union statement said the proposed plan ''does not present a 
sufficiently comprehensive assessment of official teaching and practice. 
It said it doubted whether either Methodists or Anglicans had really faced 
the fact that the interpretation of the episcopacy as essential to the 
future of the church is basic to the report". 


The statement issued by the conservative evangelical group, speaking of the 
necessity of bringing other churches into the conversations, declared: 


"We question the wisdom of piecemeal reconciliation with one church at a 
time". It said bringing others in would "help ensure that the union would 
not prejudice other reunion schemes and would also meet the concern of 
Methodists that their present intercommunion with the other Free Churches 
should not be jeopardized". 


The letter also said the sections of the Joint Report dealing with Scripture 
and tradition, episcopacy, priesthood, and the sacraments, should be revised. 


It said the "service of reconciliation is unacceptable in its present form 
and we could not with good conscience take part in it because it) implies “the 
ordination to a priesthood not hitherto exercised of Methodist ministers who 
are already true ministers of God's Word and Sacraments". 


It added that "we are convinced that the right way to unite ministries is by 
mutual recognition, with episcopal ordination thereafter, as in the Church 
of South India". EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANTS SEE "NEW SPIRIT" 
IN RELATIONS WITH CATHOLICS 


(Madrid) ~ Relations between Protestant churches and Roman Catholic clergy 
and lay leaders in Spain.are being "inspired with a new spirit", it was 
stressed at a meeting here of the Evangelical Defence Commission (Comision 
de Defensa Evangelica). 
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The report was made by José Cardona, the commission's general secretary, who 
said members had noted the improved relations. with "satisfaction". 


At the same time, however, Mr. Cardona emphasized the commission felt that 
"legislation was urgently needed to settle problems of the Protestant 
churches" in this predominantly Roman Catholic nation. . 


A special. guest at the meeting was Dr. Eugen Gerstenmaier, president of the 
West German Parliament and a Synod member of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKID). EPS, Geneva 


CONTINUOUS SERVICES PLANNED 
IF RIGHTS BILL ACTION LAGS 


(Baltimore)*- Christian support of pending civil rights legislation will be 
expressed through a "continuous" worship service in Washington, D.C., if 
the pending bill has not been passed by Easter, it was announced here. 


Dr. Robert W. Spike, executive director of the National Council of Churches! 
Commission on Religion and Race, said special services may also be held by 
Roman Catholic and. Jewish groups, as well as Protestants and Orthodox, 


His announcement of the worship and prayer demonstration was made at the 
winter business meeting of the NCC!'s policy-making General Board. 


While there should be "reasonable time to debate civil rights legislation", 
Dr. Spike said, there should not be "unlimited time to delay and frustrate 
the passage of a bill that has such enormous consequences for the very 
moral integrity of the nation", EPS, Geneva 7 


IN BRIEF 


Legal transfer of ownership of the historic Baptist Mission Press Building 
in Rangoon, Burma, from the American Baptist Foreign Mission Societies, 
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, to the Burma Baptist Convention has been com- 
pleted. Announcement of the gift had been made earlier by the Societies. 
Most former mission property in Rangoon, including the headquarters building | 
in which mission offices are located, also has been turned over in a similar 
manner to Burmese Baptists. 


An Institute for Ecumenical Research has been founded by the Roman Catholic 
Theological Faculty at the University of Ttibingen in West Germany. Named 
director of the institute was Father Hans Kiing, noted theologian and dean 
of the faculty. Father Kling is a consultant to the Second Vatican Council 
and a leading figure in the Roman Catholic ecumenical movement. 


ea cae * 


An international course on "The Relation of Israel and the Church" will be ! 
held August 17-24 at the Eijkmanhuis, Driebergen, Netherlands, under auspices 
of the Committee on the Church and the Jewish People of the Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. Dean of the 
course will be Dr. J.H. Grolle, secretary of the Dutch Reformed Counsil for 
the Relation of the Church and Israel. Enquiries should be sent 40: The 
Bureau of Kerk en Israél, Surinamelaan 15, Hilversum, Holland. The cost 
for the full course (including accommodation, meals, etc.) will be £10.0.9. | 
($28.00). 
* * 


No, 9 - 5th March, 1964 17 


The Presbyterian Church in Canada and the United Church of Canada have 
issued a joint communiqué announcing that they have begun talks aimed at 
easing friction caused by so-called competition. 


* * * 


Archbishop Makarios, President of Cyprus, has received a telegram from 
Patriarch Alexei of Moscow expressing "the complete sympathy and solidarity" 
of the Russian Orthodox Church "in the righteous struggle of the people of 
Cyprus for the freedom, territorial integrity, and sovereign rights" of 
their island republic. 


¥ Fase 


The Lutheran Church in America's Board of World Missions has voted unani- 
mously to cut nearly $1.3 million from its proposed $11 million budget for 
1965-66 because of insufficient funds. An announcement said this means 

the board will have to reduce its estimated capital projects in Asia, Africa, 
and South America by nearly 50 per cent next year and by 28 per cent in 

1966. | 


* ee 


The Sumatra Methodist Conference has voted unanimously to request the 
church's General Conference for an enabling act permitting it to become 
autonomous during the 1964-68 quadrennium. The General Conference, which 
is the supreme law-making body of The Methodist Church, will hold its 
quadrennial meeting in Pittsburgh, Pa. (USA), starting April 26. Three 
annual conferences already have submitted memorials (recommendations) to 
the General Conference asking for permission to become autonomous churches. 
These are the Cuba, Liberia, and Burma Conferences. 


* * x 


For the first time representatives from abroad will be invited to the Yugo- 
slav Baptist Youth Conference, to be held in Novi Sad, May 1-3. Young 
people are expected from Italy, Austria, and Hungary, as well as from 
throughout Yugoslavia. A total of 700 persons are expected to attend the 
biennial conference. 


x * > 


Swedish troops serving in the United Nations forces in the Congo have asked 
permission of their government to contribute 136,000 Swedish crowns 
($26,350) to the mission there. The Swedish battalion said it wished to 
express in this way its appreciation of the help it has received from the 
mission, which is operated by the Mission Covenant Church of Sweden. 

Chief use of the funds would be to strengthen the mission's educational 
work. 


%¥ * * 
An 18-month research project on the effect Japan's postwar disarmament has 


had on that country's economic growth is being undertaken by 11 economists 
at the Japan International Christian University near Tokyo. 


¥ * * 
Baptists in Germany will provide funds for a new Baptist church building in 


Norway as a token of repentance for the destruction of churches by Germans 
in Norway during the war. 


4%) TAR * 
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1965 will be "Youth Year" among Norwegian Baptists, when special efforts will 
be made to reach the rapidly increasing number of young people in the country. 
1964 is being used as a year of preparation, with Bible study courses in the 
churches and training in personal evangelisn. 


Tet ane * 


‘Church of the Brethren and Disciples of Christ congregations in Indiana, Iowa, 
Iilinois, Ohio, and Washington, D.C., have gathered food and clothing for 
Mississippi Negroes fired from their jobs because of civil rights demonstra- 
tions. : . aE 

* * * 


The recognition of the Protestant minority in Belgium is being progressively 
extended and is now beginning to affect religious instruction in state schools 
In 1949 Protestant religious instruction was being given in 117 schools; it 
is now available in nearly 500-primary and secondary schools for Flemish- 
Speaking and French-speaking children. 


¥ * & 


Asahi Shibun, the newspaper with the largest circulation in Japan (4,500,000) 
recently issued a special section on the problems of Christian unity. The 
section contained photographs of Pope Paul VI and Pope John AXIII, the Eou- 
menical Patriarch, and the Archbishop of Canterbury. 


rh Wawa * 


Bishop Erich Vellmer said at a recent meeting of the Synod of the Church of 
Kurhesse, West Germany, that the idea of holding joint Protestant—Roman 
Catholic services is completely unacceptable. He said such inter-confession- 
al services would give the congregation an entirely false impression. How- 
ever, he advocated inter-confessional conversations. 


Ese gible ¥* 


The Academy of Theology in Sofia, Bulgaria, (formerly the Faculty of Theology 
of the University of Sofia) has celebrated its fortieth anniversary. On this 
occasion its Dean, Bishop Nicolai Makariopolsky, was awarded an honorary 
degree of theology. Its former Dean, Professor Stefan Tzanoff, one of the 
pioneers of the ecumenical movement in Bulgaria, received the highest dist- 
inction of the Order of St. Ivan of Rile. This was conferred upon him by 
Patriarch Cyril of the Orthodox Church of Bulgaria. 


%* * & 


The French Protestant Federation. has set up a Department of Foreign Relations. 
Among immediate Department concerns will be the study of Christian responsi- 
bility in developing countries, the French contribution to the Conference of 
European Churches, and relations between the churches in Eastern and Western 
Europe. 


Anglicans, Free Churchmen, and Roman Catholics have united to form a branch 


of the Samaritans at Folkestone and Hythe, England. Since its inception in 
early February the group has recruited over 80 voluntary helpers. 


Hs x * * 
The Synod of the Lutheran Church of Schleswig-Holstein has decided to found a 


theological college for older men who wish to train for the ministry. 
EPS, Geneva 
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KOREAN STUDENTS ASK 
BETTER RELATIONS WITH JAPAN 


(Seoul) - The Korean Student Christian Movement has sent an "open letter" to 
"Christian Friends in Japan" calling upon them to join efforts to promote 
mutual understanding and foster better relations between the two countries. 


Pointing to what it called the "existing abnormal relationship" between. the 
two countries which is "definitely against the will of God", it said that 
the aim of the letter was to try "in some small way to help restore normal 
relationships between us", 


The letter suggested two steps towards this goal. First, it said Japanese 
Christians should seek to "understand the mind and heart of Korea today, and 
acknowledge that the source of difficulties between us now is not simply the 
intransigence of Korean policy, but a fear based upon fifty years of domin- 
ation", 


Secondly, it declared: "We hope that Japan comes more and more to realise 
her pivotal role in Asia today «.. as a nation which through her burgeoning 
power acknowledges her responsibility to her neighbours." The letter 
suggested "offers of assistance and mutually advantageous investments «ec. 
when not accompanied by the kind of conditions which excite distrust! as 
actions which "will do much to ameliorate our differences and pave the way 
for a new era in our relations. 


We look to you, our brothers in Christ, to take the lead in creative proposals 
to your government for solving these problems, nee. ee cone Ludeds 
EPS, Geneva 
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ASIAN CHURCHES URGE STUDY 
OF POLITICAL ISSUES 


(Bangkok) ~- National Councils of Churches in Asia are being urged by the Hast 
Asia Christian Conference to encourage meetings between politicians, public 
servants, political scientists, theologians, and other experts "for study 

and discussion in the perspective of the Ghristian faith, of the most urgent 
political issues confronting the nation", 


The Conference's Second Assembly here, called for this action after receiving 
@ report from its Committee on Church and Society which noted "a negative 
attitude toward the political profession" by most churches, 


As a result, politicians are among the most isolated groups in the church, 
needing "special help and support from the Christian community" and 
"opportunities to meet with fellow Christians who are involved in profession- 
al political service", the report said, 


In other actions in final sessions the Assembly, which concluded here last 
week: | 


Approved proposals for the establishment of an Institute for the Study of 
Ethnic Communities of Animistic Background and the Mission of the Church. 
The institute will study the growth of indigenous churches and foster indig- 
enous forms of church life among these people. 


Received a report from its Committee on International Affairs and Religious 
Liberty outlining a programme of study and. related action for the next four 
years including: problems of minorities living outside their historic 
national cultural setting; inter-Asian tensions, including problems arising 
from the relation of the People's Republic of China to the Asian and world 
community of nations; disarmament and world peace; trade and development; 
religious liberty; and the theological basis of the Church's approach to 
international affairs, 


Endorsed a general plan for cooperation with the World Student Christian 
Federation calling for the appointment of two WSCF secretaries to work with 
teachers and students and one HACC secretary to help carry out these wider 
plans. 


Called upon theological seminaries, national councils, and churches to 
organise refresher courses for pastors at which the importance of the minis- 
try of the laity will be stressed. EPS, Geneva 


4 


NEW DRIVE AGAINST RELIGION 
PLANNED IN USSR 


(Moscow) - Pravda, the Soviet Communist party newspaper, has announced that 
an Institute of Scientific Atheism will be set up to help accelerate the 
complete elimination of religious prejudices. 


The newspaper said that religious prejudices could not be overcome at one 
stroke by administrative measures and called upon citizens to join in an all- 
out ideological campaign "to deliver the consciences of devout people from 
spiritual dregs", It said plans call for certain students at various 
universities and institutes to specialise in scientific atheism and that a 
programme for the atheistic indoctrination of school-children has been drawn 
up. A special role also will be assigned to the Communist Youth League, and 


competitions will be held for the best literary and dramatic works, paintings, © 


and films on atheistic subjects, EPS, Geneva 
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DR. RAMSEY TAKES ISSUE 
WITH LORD FISHER 


(London) - The Archbishop of Ganterbury, Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, has 


issued a plea for the completion of the plan for the unity of the Anglican 
and Methodist Shurches. 


In doing so he took issue with the views of Lord Fisher of Lambeth, the 
former archbishop, who has warned that it was “unwise and unnecessary" to 
complete the two steps visualised by the plan and seek full organic union. 
(EPS No. 7) 


Speaking to a Methodist Synod here, Dr. Ramsey used the words "surprising", 


Ntastonishing", and "perplexing" to describe Lord Fisher's views, 


Noting that his predecessor had suggested that "we should leave. out of 
account stage two of the proposals and consider the achieving of inter- 
aoumunion aga sufficient goal in itself", he quoted from a 1958 report on 
Christian unity at the Lambeth (Anglican) Conference. This report had said 
that "a permanent condition of parallel episcopal churches existing side by 
side would be most unsatisfaotory. Inter-communion without living fellow- 
ship is not enough." 


Dr. Ramsey further took issue with Lord Fisher's view that "if a Methodist 
minister who had received the laying-on-of-hands in the service of recon- 
ciliation were subsequently to wish to enter the ministry of the Church of 
England he would need to be ordained by the bishop". 


'T find this statement astonishing", Dr. Ramsey said, "and quite contrary to 
the purpose and present understanding of the service of reconciliation. ae ke 
is the conviction of those who put forward these proposals, and my own con~ 
viction, that all who emerge from the service of reconciliation will be 
without distinction priests in the Church of God with the authority for the | 
function of a priest." 


The archbishop also spoke to a plea in a recent "open letter" by a group. 
representing the church's conservative evangelical wing asking that alii Pree 
Churches be brought into the discussions now. He said this request did not 
take into account the stage negotiations had reached and he believed it would 
create confusion, repetition, and disappointment to substitute another gen- 
eral set of negotiations. : (EPS No. 9) EPS, Geneva 


JAPANESE YOUTH LEADER 
JOINS WCC STAFF 


(Geneva) ~ The Rev. Hiroshi Shinmi, assistant professor at Aoyama Gakuin 
University, Tokyo, has been named associate secretary of the Youth Department 
of the World Council of Churches. He will have special responsibility for 
work in Asia. : 

An. ordained minister of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) he has 
been chairman of his church's Student Evangelism Committee for the past five. 
years. He also was a member of the Executive Committee of the Student Dep- 
artment of the Japanese YMCA. . 


Mr. Shinmi is a graduate of Tokyo Union Theological Seminary and of Union 
Theological Seminary, New York. He is the author of several archaeological 
studies including "The Walls of Jerusalem" and edited the volume titled "The 
Dead Sea Manuscripts". He is married and the father of four children. 

EPS, Geneva 
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ASTAN CHURCHES PLAN MAJOR 
PAITH AND ORDER MEETING 


(Bangkok) - A major Asian Faith and Order Conference will be held, probably in 
early 1967, under the auspices of the East Asia Christian Conference, : 


Plans for the meeting approved by the EACC Assembly here call for a meeting of | 
12 days with about 150 representatives of the Asian churches, The main theme 7 
will be "The Confession of the Faith in Asia Today". . 


National conferences will be held in the area for two years prior with special 
study based on. literature dealing with a series of key questions, The main 

areas of conference study will be the Confession of the Faith in Relation to 

the New Testament, and in Asia Today, and Structures of the Confessing Church 
in Asia Today. 


An announcement said the conference is planned because "the Asian churches 

have been largely influenced by formulations of the faith, and structures of 
the Church that have originated in the historical Situations of the churches 
in the West", It added: "It is vital that the churches in Asia today, as 
they come to responsible selfhood, should make their confession of the faith.  @ 
once for all delivered to the saints in terms meaningful and relevant to their 7 
own life and to the life of the world in which they are set to communicate. 
the Gospel and witness to the Lordship of Jesus Christ." EPS, Geneva 


NEW STUDY TRACES F 
ANTI-SEMITISM CAUSES | | . 


(New York) - The notion that the Jewish people have responsibility for the ¥ 
death of Jesus is "still distressingly alive and a cruel, critical factor in 
perpetuating anti-Semitic prejudice", Benjamin R. Epstein, national director 

of the Anti-Defamation League of H!nai B'rith declared here, 


Mr. Epstein reported that a University of California study of attitudes toward © 
Jews on the part of "church-oriented Christians" made clear the Christian 
leadership - Protestant and Roman Catholic - must undertake more actively the 
mission of rectifying "the centuries-old injustice of anti-Semitism": 


The Survey Research Centre of the University of California at Berkeley is vl 
conducting a five-year comprehensive analysis of patterns of human relations. © 
The report was based on a preliminary test in which members of Protestant | 
congregations replied to questionnaires on their attitudes toward Jews. 


Mr. Epstein reported that the proportian of persons indicting Jews for the 
death of Jesus was smaller in "largely liberal" congregations than in "con- 
servative and fundamentalist" groups. He said that fifty-five per cent of 
large, liberal congregations blamed Jews for the crucifixion, while eighty- 
four per cent of the fundamentalists did, He added, however, that the report | 
indicated that all groups tended to remember Judas as a Jew, not as a Christian) 
and said the "sinister connection" was reinforced by the similarity between 
the words "Judas" and "Judaism", 


"The findings of the preliminary study merely reinforce us in our long-time 
Speculation on the role of church institutions in developing ambivalent and 
often tragic attitudes towards Jews -~ a speculation that led to the study - 
itself", Mr. Epstein declared. BPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN COUNCIL CRITICISES 
SOUTH AFRICAN LEGISLATION 


(Capetown) - The Christian Council of South Africa has criticised the South 
African government's bill to amend the Bantu Laws as "discriminatory and 
restrictive" and "placing dangerously arbitrary powers" in the hands of state 
officials. 


The Council has a membership of 28 churches with a total of four million 
members, Only the Dutch Reformed Churches and the Roman Catholic Church 
are not members. 


The Council's statement said the bill would give the government far-reaching 
powers to take native Africans from the reserves and send them into urban 
areas, as well as powers to send city-dwelling Africans back to the reserves 
if, they are found.to, be "undesirable" or, "idle", 


"We believe", the Council statement declared, "that the bill infringes upon 
basic Christian concepts concerning family life and the freedom and dignity 
ofthe and. vidual; EPS, Geneva 


MISSIONARIES URGED TO AID 
U.S, CHRISTIANS ON RACE 


(Richmond, Va.) - Missionaries around the world were called on here to add 
their experience’ in multi-racial situations to the fight of American churches 
against racial discrimination. 


Thirty-five missionaries of many churches now in this country, at a consult- 
ation called by the Virginia Council on Human Relations, issued a statement 
declaring that missionaries have "insight" into racial problems which they 
should share with fellow Christians in the United States. 


Missionaries are vitally involved in the American racial justice drive, it 
was noted, because "the effectiveness of our Christian witness abroad is 
curtailed by racial strife and discrimination in America". 

EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN URGES WORLDWIDE 
DRIVE AGAINST APARTHEID 


(London) - 4 worldwide appeal to governments and people to help fight apar- 
theid in South Africa was made here by former Anglican Bishop Richard Ambrose 
Reeves of Johannesbure. hee 


The prelate,nowthe general secretary of the British Student Christian Move- 
ment, told some 2,000 persons at an anti-discrimination rally that in the 
face of the "appalling mental and physical torture" in South Africa today, 
all Christians must resist the temptation to remain silent. 


"Tf governments and peoples outside South Africa fail to act before it is too 

late" he warned, "they must not be surprised if posterity concludes that in 

some measure they were responsible for the ugly and bitter racial conflict 

which is now the only possible alternative to massive international pressure". 
EPS, Geneva . 


No. 10 - 12th March, 1964 . 6 


BASQUE PRIESTS CRITICISE 
SPANISH GOVERNMENT AND CHURCH 


(Paris) - Two hundred Roman Catholic priests from the Basque district of 
Spain have sent a letter to the Second Vatican Council denouncing the Spanish | 
government's "totalitarian political system" and their church's identification 
se eerenghae tare 


The text of the letter appears in the French Protestant weekly Réforme 
published here. 


Réforme said the letter was sent directly to the Vatican Council, which is 
scheduled to discuss church-state relations at its next session, and not 
through church channels because the priests did not wish to place their sup- 
eriors in a difficult position in relation to:the civil, authorities. 


The letter declared: "We are certain that during the past 27 years a great 
gulf has opened between the church and the people entrusted to our care «ae. 
One of the main causes is that the church in Spain seems to be connected 
too closely with the political régime which makes it responsible for what 
the state does. 


"The hierarchy cannot remain silent about certain facts in the Spanish state" 
notably "'a totalitarian political system with only one party controlled by 

a@ government minister; and a totalitarian system for the workers which forces! 
them to join the sole (state controlled) trade union". 


Further, the letter said "the human rights recognised by the 'People's 
Charter’ cannot be defended before the law because its principles have never 
been translated into legislation". 


The letter also criticised the fact that "the opposition (to the government) 
cannot publish its opinions in the press and information is subjected to 
rigid censorship and the monopoly of the state", Further, it gaid, "strikes 
are illegal and the ee sada of ethnic minorities are neither eke united nor 
respected. 


"Under an official Roman Catholic régime", it concluded, "when human rights 
are not recognised the faithful leave the church, the whole world is scan- 
dalised and this creates grave problems for the conscience of the priest, 
both personally and in the exercise of his vocation ..." EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH HUMANISTS TO 
SERVE ARMED FORCES 


(The Hague) - Five "humanists" have been named to work with the armed forces 
of the Netherlands. 


The Dutch parliament action approving the proposal was taken with the 
full agreement of the churches. ¥ 


The Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church recently stated that the work 
of "humanist advisers" among service personnel belonging to no confession 
should be supported and that such advisers should be granted the same rights 
and privileges as Christian chaplains. 


Mens en Wereld, the journal of the Union of Humanitarians described the 
churches! attitude as "unusually progressive and broad-minded" pointing out 
that the measure could easily have been defeated in parliament if the 
churches had wished. (See also EPS No. 47, 1963) EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN LEADER WARNS AGAINST OPTIMISM 
ON PROTESTANT=-ROMAN CATHOLIC REUNION 


(Bochum) ~ A German church leader has warned against the error of believing 
that the reunion of Protestants and Roman Catholic churches is just around 
the corner. 


While it is true that relations are closer and dialogue has begun, the speech 
of Pope Paul VI during his Holy Land pilgrimage in January with its concern 
for a "return to Rome" has raised insuperable barriers, Dr. Ernst Wiln, 
president of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia (West Germany) said. 


"Protestant Christians do not want the Roman Catholic Church to judge them 
by their attitude to the Pope, but by their ALtVLude, tO. sus Christ, and 
that is the sole norm by which the Roman Catholic Church should be judged", 
he declared. EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH PROTESTANTS PROTEST 
NEW DIPLOMA PROPOSAL 


(Paris) - The French Protestant Federation has protested a government pro- 
posal to create a new category of diploma for students training to teach in 
private schools. 


The Federation cited what it called "a deliberate tendency not only to support 
private education, but to make it official, and thus to create a regrettable 
division within the nation". It said it feared the measure would cause 
"tensions between the two groups of graduates. 


"Tn this sphere, as in others, private education has a special function, which 


must not be confused with that of general public education", it said. "Phe 
Council energetically protests the progressive violations of the principle 
©f,the separation of-church and.state ..:." EPS, Geneva 


ANTI-DISCRIMINATION DRIVE 
LAUNCHED IN FRANCE 


(Paris ) ~ Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish leaders meeting here have 
adopted a resolution condemning.all forms of racial discrimination and cute 
lining a wide-ranging programme designed to combat iby parr LeuLanr ly in 
south Africa, 


In a unanimously adopted statement they pledged themselves to participate in 
a world campaign to liberate political prisoners in Africa, mobilise 
French public opinion to stop government export of arms to eLopratlam ye wuis guar: 34 

ed to study the practical possibilities of economic sanctions against South 
Africa. They also will undertake a campaign to inform the French public 
about apartheid. 


The two-day meeting was sponsored by the Association for Franco-African Co- 
operation, the League of Human Rights, and the Movement Against Racism and ; 
Anti-Semitism and for the Promotion of Peace. EPS, Geneva 
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FRENCH CHRISTIANS STUDY 
USSR CHURCHES! SITUATION 


(Paris) - Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Orthodox clergy and laity in France 
have formed a committee here "to throw light on the position of Christians in 
the USSR". 


Members discussed the conditions in the Soviet Union at a press conference 
following the first session. 


Committee chairman, the noted French author Frangois Mauriac, said that the 
purpose of the organization was not to engage in an ideological struggle with 
Communists. Rather, he said, it sought a kind of “disarmament of the minds" 
so that genuine conversations could take place. 


He stressed that "we are all united in the same brotherhood - Roman Catholics, 
Orthodox, and Protestant Christians. What affects the Orthodox churches 
affects Roman Catholics and Protestants..." 


Jean Marie Dominac, a Roman Catholic, citing the new Soviet campaign of anti- 
religious propaganda said that the effect of such a drive could bring terrible 


persecution, He noted that French Communists have protested -against the 
campaign. 


M. Olivier Clément, an Orthodox member, asked if it is still possible for "a 
great country like the Soviet Union, which is so advanced in the fields of 
technology and science to remain, in the sphere of human relationships, in 
an obsolete state of intolerance. 


"Who knows", he said, "what mysterious ties link the suffering (of Russian 
Christians) and the renewal of Western Christendom? Who knows the secret 
interrelation between the martyrdom humbly accepted by so many priests and 
Christians in the USSR and the wonderful achievements of the Vatican Council 
and of the ecumenical movement? Who understands the strange identity between 
the glory of the Church and its humiliation? 


"We speak of the suffering of the Russian Church in order to unite in the 
prayer and praise which mention of it evokes. Like the martyrs of the early 
centuries the Christians in Russia will affirm to the very end that they are 
loyal citizens. Many of them are living in an exhausting tension, in pain- 
ful isolation, but the best of them never cease praising God." 
EPS, Geneva 


2,000 METHODISTS 
REPORTED IN ESTONTA 


(Berlin) ~ There are 2,000 Methodists in 12 churches in Estonia, according to | 
new figures given in a report by Superintendent Alexander Kuum of Tallinn, | 
published in Hriedensglocke, the East German Methodist periodical. 


The report said that in Tallinn Methodists and Adventists are Sharing the 
Same church which seats 550 persons and that it is necessary to hold two con- 
secutive services each Sunday. In Tartu several congregations, including 
the Methodist, Baptist, and Adventist, are sharing the same church. 

EPS, Geneva 
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30 TO 55 MILLION 
PRACTISE FAITH IN USSR 


(Geneva) - Between thirty and thirty-five million of the faithful attend church 
' services and openly practise their faith in the Soviet Union. 


This is the case despite the fact that while Christians have the right to 
worship they are not permitted to engage in any kind of missionary activity 
nor to reply to anti-religious propaganda, the Russian Orthodox Exarch for 
Western Hurope said here. 


Interviewed by the Geneva daily, La Suisse, Archbishop Antoine reported that 
the church has no right to teach outside its own walls, nor can it distribute 
religious literature. There are* no Sunday schools, no study circles, no 
social activities, and no welfare work. 


In short, the Bishop said, while the church cannot be a mission church, "it 
can be the Bady of Christ in prayer". 


Congregations are a mixture of the generations as in the West, he reported, 
but "the interesting thing is that the adults attending were born after the 
Revolution. 


"A person who is sixty today was only 14 at the time of the Revolution. 
This means that millions of Soviet adults have formed their religious con- 
victions in the 46 years since the October Revolution." 


The Archbishop estimated that between 12 and 15 per cent of all Soviet youth 
between the ages of 18 and 27 participate in the life of the church which 
"ig not bad in a society which does nothing to influence youth in this 
direction, but on the contrary seeks to involve them solely in social or 
political activities", 


He said the church is totally supported by the contributions of the faithful 
who are "generous and realise the church will be doomed to disappear for it 
has ro other help", 


Speaking of his church!s membership in the World Council of Churches the 
Archbishop praised the WCC as an organization which provides a meeting place 
for churches of widely varying backgrounds and doctrines. He said the WCC 
had taught its member churches "to see each other as Christians, to stay 
together in the search for truth for the will of God, in reverence for God, 
in confidence about a reunion which humanly speaking is impossible. 


"The World Gouncil has taught us to speak in all truth without fear of offend- 
ing one another, because what counts is the truth, and not my particular 
brand of the truth, or the way in which I speak it," EPS, Geneva . 


RECONCILIATION OF ALL CHRISTIANS 
IS GOAL POPE SAYS 


(Rome ) - Pope Paul VI speaking to five thousand pilgrims here from Trent on 
the 400th anniversary of the Council of Trent called their city "the symbol 
of the desire of the Roman Catholic Church to reconcile all Christians". 


He urged that Roman Catholics "not set up barriers", or take actions which 

would hinder dialogue with other churches, They should "not reproachfully 

recall past error, but search for virtue, not wait for what hasn't happened 

in four centuzies, but go out in a brotherly way and seek it", he said. 
EPS, Geneva 
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SPANISH LEGISLATION REPORTED 
AWAITING VATICAN DECISION 


(Madrid) - The Spanish Evangelical Defence Commission has been informed by 
"official sources!" that proposed legislation for minority religious groups 
in Spain must await the conclusions of the Second Vatican Council, the Euro- 
pean Baptist Press Service reports. 


Spain's concordat with the Vatican requires joint action of church and state. 
A recent meeting of the Spanish hierarchy reportedly has decided that rights 
granted to minority religious groups should be by ministerial decrees rather 
than by laws of parliament. 


"This would give such provisions an inferior quality and they would necess- 
arily be subject to past concepts and practices in regard to religious tol- 
erance and not liberty", the Service quoted a Protestant spokesman. 


At the recent meeting of the Spanish Evangelical Defence Commission in Madrid, 
_ the group agreed to prepare and make available to the Spanish guvernment a 
statement of common evangelical beliefs and practices. 


Represented in the meeting were the following groups: the Spanish Baptist 
Union, the Evangelical Council for Spain, the Spanish Evangelical Defence 
Committee, the Spanish Evangelical Church, the Federation of Independent 
Evangelical Churches, the Spanish Episcopal Reform Church, the Spanish 
Evangelical Alliance, and the Assemblies of Brethren Churches, 

EPS, Geneva 


COMMON PROGRAMMES ADVOCATED 
AS CHURCHES STUDY UNION 


(New York) « The United Church of Christ has asked the five churches with 
which it is involved in unity talks to begin uniting certain programme 
operations in anticipation of eventual organic unity. 


It suggested combined programmes in home and overseas mission work,.and mass 
communications as a practical road to union. 


Involved in the unity talks, which are an outgrowth of the so-called "Blake 
plan" of church union, are the Protestant Episcopal, United Presbyterian, 
Methodist, and Evangelical United Brethren Churches, the International 
Convention of Christian Churches, and the United Church of Christ. 


is ea a Eee ee en pe ee ee 


Dr. Ben M. Herbster, the United Church's president, told a press conference 
that the proposal was "an attempt to work together while we work out the 


neon, He said the pace of the six-way union talks was "going as well as 
you can expect", but added that some urgent social problems "can't wait until 
we get the theological issues settled". EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIE‘ 


Patriarch Alexis of the Russian Orthodox Church and Metropolitan Nikodim of 
Leningrad conducted a memorial service for the late King Paul of Greece 
February 12 at the Cathedral of the Epiphany in Moscow. Members of the 
diplomatic corps were present. 


Hone TA ete 


No. 10 —- 12th March, 1964 | LE 


A village evangelism campaign launched by the All-India Prayer Fellowship to 
reach every village in India with a copy of the Gospel is gaining momentum, 
Fellowship officials. report, They reported over 1,200 pastors, evangelists, 
and lay leaders belonging to 18 denominations cooperating in the effort. 
However, they said a total of 5,000 workers is needed if the campaign is to 
reach its goal of the distribution of 80 million tracts and 40 million Bible 
portions by 1971. 


* * * 


The Rev. Roderick French has resigned as executive secretary of the Youth 
Department of the World Council of Churches. He had held the post for the 
past five years. The Rev. Albert van den Heuvel, of the Dutch Reformed 
Church, who has been the Department's associate secretary, has been named 
acting executive secretary. 


* * * 


A total of 63.4 per cent of the population of the United States, or 117,946,000 
persons, are members of churches, synagogues, or other places of worship, 
according to figures issued by the National Council of Churches. The total 

is slightly less than the record of 63.6 reported in 1960. Of 252 bodies 
reporting, 222 were Protestant with more than 64 million members. The Roman 
Catholic total was more than 44 million. The fastest growing church is 
reported to be the Southern Baptist which has a membership of ll mid bion', 


* * * 


Archbishop John Heenan of Westminster has announced that the Roman Catholics 
in England will again participate in the work of the Council of Christians 
and Jews after a ten-year separation, Dr. Heenan said his church left. the 
Council as a result of a misunderstanding, but made it clear that it was 
glad to be "back in the fold", . 


*¥ * * 
The Protestant Information Service in the Congo reports that rebellions in 


the Kwilu and Kwango Provinces have made necessary the evacuation of more 
than 75 Protestant missionaries since mid-January. 


*¥ * 
The British Section of the World Jewish Congress has called upon the British 
government to enact legislation against incitement to racial‘and religious 


hatred. A spokesman said the action was taken because "anti-semitism 
though not so virulent (as 20 years ago) is not dormant". 


* xX x 
Pope Paul VI has named 42 prelates from 26 countries to a new commission 


that will study how to implement the reforms in public worship promulgated 
by the Vatican Council II in December. 


¥ * * 
Protestant and Roman Catholic Bible scholars at a three-day meeting in 


Luluabourg, the Congo, have made plans for publication of a joint edition 
of the Bible in the Luba language. 


ee * 
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The last of India's Lutheran churches to be headed by a missionary, the 1600- | 
member Hast Jeypore Church in Orissa State, has elected a national as 
president, it has been announced by the Danish Missionary Society. It said 
the Rev. Joseph Drakshyalotha, a Jeypore pastor of some years' experience, 
has been named to succeed the Rev. I. Tousgaard, a staff member of the 
associated DMS mission who is due back in Denmark on furlough in April. 


* * x 


During Holy Week Bishop Reuben H. Miiller, president of the National Council 

of Churches (USA) will visit US armed forces personnel in Spain, West “ 
Germany, and West Berlin. He will be accompanied on the visit, which is a 

Council tradition, by Dr. Fred S. Buschmeyer, secretary of the United Church 
of Christ. 


FNS aie * 


The Epistle and the Gospel are being read in the language of the people at 
public masses in Roman Catholic churches of at least three European nations - 
Austria, Belgium, and Switzerland - The Tablet, the English Roman Catholic 
journal, reports. 


* * * 


The Soviet newspaper Troud has announced that the Soviet Union has created a 
new council to promote colourful. traditions and holidays to displace the old 
religious ones. It invited readers to invent and propose new festivals and 
suggest how some of the regular ones could be made bigger and better. 


TYRE RCAY * 


The Rt. Rev. John W. Sadiq, Bishop of Nagpur, India, has been named the 
first of nine "regional officers" for the Anglican Communion. He will be 
responsible for the 15 Anglican dioceses in Ceylon, India, and East Pakistan 
in a plan developed by the church's Advisory Council on Missionary Strategy. 
His new responsibilities will not make it necessary for Bishop Sadiq to 
resign from his diocese, but he will have additional assistance. 


eae Sa 


A new 16-page monthly pictorial magazine for Greek children which tells the 
story of the Bible in pictures and modern Greek text is being produced by 

the Sunday School Library in Athens working in conjunction with the David C. 
Cook Foundation, Elgin, Illinois. The Sunday School Library is an inter- 
denominational organization started ten-years ago for the purpose of publish- 
ing evangelical literature in the Greek language. . at ; 


Tie tea * 


Under the title 'My Decision", the Christian Institute of Southern Africa 
has published a brochure containing three sermons of the Rev. (C.F. Beyers 
Naudé. These are: "Obedience to God", delivered on the occasion of his 
decision to accept the Institute directorship; "Flame of Fire and Sledge- 
hammer", the farewell sermon to his congregation; and "Reconciliation", his 
inaugural sermon to. the Institute. All three are an appeal for South 
African Christians to seek justice on behalf of all. races. Mr. Naudé was 
forced to resign from the ministry of the Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk when 
he became the Institute's director. (See EPS No. 37, 1963) 


5 aS * 
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The World Council of Churches sent messages of condolence on the death 
last week of King Paul of Greece to the new monarch, King Constantine, 
Archbishop Chrysostomos of Athens and All Greece, and to the Greek 
Foreign Minister. A member of the official US delegation to the funeral 
was Archbishop Iakovos, Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church in North 
and South America, and a president of the World Council of Churches. 


* * * 


The city council of Magdeburg, East Germany, has announced that St. 
Katharine!s Church, which was badly damaged during the war, will be 

pulled down, Protestant leaders in the city have asked that the decision 
be reviewed. Agreement had been reached earlier between church and city 
officials for its restoration. Harlier the Protestant Church of the 

Holy Spirit had been demolished to conform to new town planning. 


Ta he kc % 


Some 400 Anglican and Roman Catholic nuns. attended the recent secend 
meeting in Montreal sponsored by the movement to promote ecumenical 
meetings between religious. The first of these meetings was held in 


1962, 


* * * 


Professor Edouard Schweizer has been appointed Dean of the University 
of Zurich for the period 1964-66. Dr. Schweizer, a professor of New 
Testament studies, is a member of the Faith and Order Commission of the. 
World Council of Churches. 


sa * 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church of New Guinea reports a nine per, cent 

net increase in baptized membership during 1963. The new membership 
totals 292,949, an increase of 24,342 over the figure computed at the 

end of 1962, A total of 23,292 adult and infant baptisms were performed 
during the 12-month period. 


¥ * 
Restoration work on St. Thomas! Church in Leipzig, Hast Germany, will be 


completed by Haster, church officials have announced. The church 
contains the tomb of Johann Sebastian Bach, 


%¥ * 
A 24=page booklet designed "to help property owners understand and cope 


with the universal, immediate issues of discrimination in housing" has 
been published by the Protestant Episcopal Church (USA). 


* *% *% 
An Institute of Ecumenical Theology has been opened at the Roman Catholic 


Theological Faculty of Munich University. Its director is Dr. Heinrioh 
Friss, professor of Systematic Theology. . eh 


ok * 
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Israeli Prime Minister Levi Eshkol in an address to the Cabinet said that 
charges of proselytism against Christian schools were greatly exaggerated 
and that in 14 years (1950-64) no more than 11 Jewish children had been 
baptized as Christians and that these baptisms were not necessarily influ- 
enced by the schools. In the same period, he said, 189 adult Jews were 
converted to Christianity or Islam and 407 Christians and Moslems were 
converted to Judaism. 


TAT a * 


The Rev. Alan A. Brash has resigned as general secretary of the New Zealand 
National Council of Churches to become the full-time Inter-Church Aid 
secretary of the Hast Asia Christian Conference, a position he had held on 

a part-time basis since the BACC was formed seg (RU AS By A DP His headugarters will — 
be in Singapore.. His successor in the NCC post is the Rev. David IM. Taylor. 


* * * 


Lutheran and Reformed Church leaders in the United States have held the 
third in a series of annual talks to discuss their theological positions. 
Spokesmen have emphasized the talks are aimed only at examination of theo- 
logical relationships and that pulpit and altar fellowship or organic union 
are not immediate objectives. 


* * * 


A technical training school has- been opened at Phudi, on the edge of the 
Ranchi industrial area in India. It was built with a grant of 1.05 million 
D-Marks ($262,500) allocated by the German Protestant: campaign "Breaé for 
the World". Sixteen boys are receiving instruction in two-year courses in 
metal-work, carpentry, and building from 4 German teachers sent to India by 
the Evangelical Association for Service Overseas, which has headquarters in 
Stuttgar+. The school is a project of the Gossner Church in India. - 


oe; * * 


— 


The Italian ambassador in Khartoum has protested on behalf of his government 
against the expulsion of 200 Italian missionaries from the South Sudan, 
They were among 300 Protestant and Roman Catholic missionaries asked to 
leave. . (See EPS No. 9) 


* * * 


a > 


The Jewish community in Moscow has been given permission to rent a bakery ‘ 
for the baking of unleavened bread for the Passover this year. Setting up } 
of a bakery of this kind would provide a solution for the difficult position — 
in which practising Jews have found themselves for the past two years. In 
1962 Soviet authorities forbade the state bakers! union to bake unleavened 
bread. Jews were only allowed to bake it in their homes for the use of 

their own family. EPS, Geneva 


CORRECTION © 
An "in brief" item in the December 19, 1963, issue of EPS incorrectly 
reported that the Czech government had designated December 24, 26, and 31 

as official holidays, and that working hours missed then had to be made up 
later. We have now been informed that both December 25 and 26 have always 
been recognized as official holidays and that it was not required that work 
missed then be made up later. In 1963 the working hours of December 24 and 


31 were transferred to December 22 and 29 respectively in order to concen- 
trate the holiday time. 
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE EXPERT 
PANELS TO AID CHURCHES 


(Bangkok) - Five panels of technical experts will be formed under World 
Council of Churches auspices to help its member churches act more effectively 
in their social, economic, and cultural witness. 


Members of the Committee on Specialized Assistance to Social Projects (SASP) 
meeting here agreed to set up panels concerned with: press and publications, 
medical work, agricultural and rural development, urban social work, and 
economic development and vocational training. 


Each’ panel will have an international membership of about five persons. Its 
chairman will be a member of the SASP committee. 


The first meetings of the panels, which will be held concurrently, are sche- 
duled in early June, in or near Geneva, Switzerland. 


The l2=member SASP Committee was established by the World Council in 1961 to 
examine and advise on technical projects submitted for aid through the WCC's 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service or other wee units. 
Its chairman is Miss Janet Lacey, CBE, London, director of the Department for 
Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service of the British Council of Churches. 


The SASP Committee meeting held here, following the Second Assembly of the 
Bast Asia Christian Conference, gave major attention to assessing the role of 
the Asian churches in the contemporary Asian revolution. 
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Paster Jacques Rossel, of Switzerland, presented a report on the relation 
between missionary work and the human and social needs in India, based on a 
long visit he paid to the churches there. The Committee, following his 
report, discussed, as one of the permanent issues facing the Church in its 
Service to society, the need for Christian institutions, especially hospitals 
and schools, and their relevance to the new Asian Situation. 


The Committee also reviewed and gave technical advice on a variety of proc... 
jects ranging from farm and rural projects to Christian newspapers, urban 
centres, and medical services, in many areas. 


It also studied a new rural survey being carried out in Africa, the need for 
a programme to help Orthodox Church immigrants in Australia, efforts to re- 

settle and provide employment for Bengal refugees in India, and the new pro- 
ject to be undertaken in cooperation with the UN's Food and Agricultural. 
Organization for a training centre in Tunisia. 


The. Committee.also discussed the need to be concerned with education as an 
integral part of its responsibilities. 


One of the major Speeches at the meeting was given by General Simatupang, a 
member of the Indonesian Christian Council and former chief of staff of the 
Indonesian Armed Forces, who told his audience that "the church must .accomp- 
any the nation in its long march towards the fulfilment of the revolutian". 


General Simatupang described the contemporary Asian revolution as e three- 
fold aspiration: to national liberation and self-identity, to social and 
economic progress and development, and to equal partnership in international 
PEVEEPOT Ar nie Baia ie ARN ul eh Wee aT Iey BAS 49 


"As long as these three aspirations are not satisfied", he said, "the Asian 
revolution will continue". He said the situation requires that the Asian 
churches be constantly concerned as participants on three levels: "ideo- 
logical, the actual implementation of revolutionary goals, and in giving 


assistance to victims of revolutionary processes", 


Another speaker, Professor Shoki Hwang, principal of the Taiwan Theological 
Seminary, speaking of the biblical and theological bases for contemporary 
Christian service, described the concerns of the modern states to provide j 
health and education services as the fruit of the work of the churches. Far 
from feeling deprived by the state or trying to compete with it in such 
fields, he said, the churches should look for "new opportunities of service 
on more vital frontiers", One of these, he suggested, is presented by the 
growing industrialization and urbanization of Asia. EPS, Geneva — 


FRENCH CHURCHES APPEAL . ' 
TO AID WORLD'S HUNGRY. top 


(Paris) - Christian.churches of all confessions in France will cooperate in a 
nationwide appeal designed to acquaint the public‘with the needs of less de- 
veloped nations ‘to be conducted March 16-22, © 


Vice~chairman of the appeal is Pastor Jacques Beaumont, head of CIMADE, the, 
French Protestant and Orthodox churches! relief agency. Fifty per cent of . 


‘the .funds collected directly by CIMADE will go to its work and 50 per cent to 
work undertaken under World Council of Churches auspices. — EPS, Geneva — 
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FIRST REFUGEE FAMILIES MOVED 
OUT OF CALCUTTA STATION 


(Calcutta) . The first several hundred refugee families have been moved out 
of Sealdah Railway Station here to resettlement areas north of the city. 
(See EPS No. 6) 


The move climaxes long and difficult negotiations between church representa- 
tives and the Indian government and represents the beginning of the end of 
what often has been described as "the worst refugee problem in the world". 


It is expected that by early June all of the more than 1,200 families com- 
prising nearly 8,000 persons will have been resettled. 


Since the 1947 partition of. India and Pakistan, they have been living in or 
around the station in incredible conditions of squalor and need. 


The World Council of Churches has issued an appeal to its member churches for 
$500,000 to finance the resettlement, which is being handled by the Bengal 
Refugee Service (BRS), an agency of the National Christian Council of India. 
The Indian government has donated the land. 


The three-fold resettlement plan calls for those refugees who are totally 
without employment to be resettled on a site 25 miles north-east of the city. 
Those who have marginal employment in Calcutta will be given assistance in 
locating within the greater city area. A third, and by far the smallest 
group, which has a slightly better, but still minimal income, will be re- 
settled in another part of the metropolitan area, 


Bach family will make the cement bricks needed and build its own house. 

They will receive wages for the work they do in building their own houses. 
The government has agreed to provide 14 days! rations for the families moved, 
to cover the period of settling into their temporary shelters and beginning 
work. 


A report from the Rev. Keith Dowding, BRS director, says: 


"We believe that the physical labour involved in making cement bricks and 
then building the houses will, itself, be a rehabilitation process for 
refugees who have lost their skills during years of idleness at Sealdah 
Railway Station. Furthermore, the work, easily mastered, may fit them for 
other semi-skilled jobs. We hope that by the time the houses and community 
projects are completed, most of the families will have found economic 
security in work in the industries already established in the Shyamnagar and 
Naihati areas. For those still without work at the end of the period of 
construction, BRS will try to establish small scale industries. 


Dr. Harry Haines, secretary for Asia of the World Council's Division of 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, gives this eye-witness report 
of the move of the first families from the station: 


"This morning I watched a family tear down their house and they laughed as 
they worked. Next door the neighbours were doing the same thing and by 
mid-afternoon 100 families had gathered together their few possessions 

ready to start a new life. No one was quite sure it was true. For many 
years these 100 families and 1,137 other families had lived in misery, fear, 
illness, and insecurity in what many described as ‘the worst refugee camp in 
the world Yet it had been ‘home', and hundreds of children had never known 
any other. 
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"at midnight the 100 families boarded a special train bound for Shamnagar, 
20 miles to the north of Calcutta. Once a week another 100 families will 
join the first group until all 1,237 families have been moved out of Sealdah. 


"Housed in tents at first each family will be busy making bricks and building 


its own home under expert supervision. At Shamnagar there will be schools 
for the children who have never gone to school, a clinic, and above all fresh 
air, and fields for the children to roam across. New industries are 
planned. 


"T interviewed some of the Sealdah families just before they left. All 
were delighted to go. One young woman clutching a baby to her breast said: 
'tOn the day my new home is finished I am coming back to Sealdah to offer a 
puja (offering of thanksgiving) and then I never want to come here agein'.." 


(A wide selection of new photos to illustrate the preceding story are avail- 
able from the World Council of Churches, Department of Information, 17 route 
de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland, or 475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 
10027, USA.) EPS, Geneva 


MALAGASY CHURCHES UNITE 
IN CONDEMNING NEW LAW 


(Tananarive) - A scathing condemnation of latest Malagasy legislation con- 
cerning filiation, paternity, and related subjects is contained in a state- 
ment issued here by Protestant, Anglican, and Roman Catholic leaders. 


The statement, carried in all church affiliated and semi-religious journals, 

was signed by Archbishop Rakotomalala, of the Roman Catholic Church; Bishsp 
Jean Marcel, of the Malagasy Episcopal Church (Anglican), and the Rev. Titus 
Rasendrahasina, president of the Protestant Church Council, and a member of 

the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


EPS's correspondent here reports that opposition to the legislation has been 
growing for some months and that the declaration by church leaders brings 
into the open the view that the stability of monogamous marriage may be 
severely threatened by these new laws with their emphasis on ancestral 
custom and the recognition of "faits accomplis", 


Until now all legal and religious obligations were seen within the framework 
of the Etat Civil which provided for the legal registration of births, _— 
deaths, and marriages. Under the new legislation, however, no sanctions 
are available, save religious ones, to help stabilize monogamy and durable 
marriage contracts. This the clergy and many lay people claim is a retro- 
grade step. 


The church leaders! statement said that while they approved the efforts of 
the government to find ways of ensuring the people's happiness, they were 
“of one mind in completely condemning and rejecting this law as being in 
opposition to the Gospel of Christ..." 


They "strongly requested" the government to annul the law and implement new 
laws which would punish adulterers, oppose immorality in all forms, and 
make provisions to care for illegitimate children. EPS, Geneva 
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EMBARGO: 
For release after March 29 (Easter) 
and before May 17 (Pentecost) 


WCC PRESIDENTS ISSUE 
1964 PENTECOST MESSAGE 


(Geneva) - Every Pentecost "the whole people of God is called to self- 
examination", the presidents of the World Council of Churches say in their 
annual message for Pentecost. 


The message will be read in many languages around the world as the Council's 
Protestant and Anglican churches celebrate the day of Pentecost on Sunday, 
May 17. Orthodox churches observe the day on June 21. 


The world should be able to look to the Church of Jesus Christ for gifts of 
the Spirit "... even in the places where that Church may be materially poor 
and insignificant", the seven presidents say. 


The message is signed by honorary president, Dr. J.H. Oldham, St. Leonards- 
on-Sea, England, octogenarian ecumenical pioneer, and the six presidents 
‘elected at the WCC Assembly in 1961. They ares: Archbishop Iakovos, Greek 
Orthodox primate of North and South America, New York; Sir Francis Ibian, 
the governor of Eastern Nigeria and a leading Presbyterian layman, inugu, 
Nigeria; Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, London; 
Principal David Moses of Hislop College, Nagpur, India, Church of Northern 
India and Pakistan; Dr. Martin Nieméller, president of the Evangelical 
Church of Hesse-~Nassau, Wiesbaden, Germany; and Charles C. Parlin, New York 
lawyer and Methodist layman, . 


Too often the Church is marked not by the gifts of the Spirit, the Pentecost 
message says, but by "the spirit of obscurantism and irresolution, the 
spirit of cheap eloquence and retreat in selfishness, the spirit of fear, 
not of. the Lord but of men. 


"MWe can find a constant corrective for’ these faults in the Word which comes 
to us through the Bible", the WCC presidents remind. 


"Tt is no accident that today many Christians are rediscovering their unity 
with one another through deeper study of the scriptures, whether this be 
done individually or together. 


"If we long for.the spiritual gifts to.rest upon us, we must go back again 
to their source and pray, humbly but expectantly, ‘Come Creator Spirit and 
stir up in our midst the fullness of these gifts we have already received'. 


"Only so can we convey to our friends and neighbours, our societies and 
nations, something of the wisdom and understanding, the counsel-and might, 
the knowledge of godliness and awe, which come from keeping company with 
God'', they conclude. 


The day of Pentecost marks the event deseribed in the book of Acts when the 
Holy Spirit Jesus had promised descended on a small group of followers and 

some 3,000 converts were brought to the faith. It is now observed by many 
churches as a day to stress the unity and mission of the Church. 


(The full text of the message is appended. ) EPS, Geneva 
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THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION FUND REPORTS 
ON ITS FIRST FIVE YEARS 


(New York) - Established in 1958, the Tneological Education Fund of the World 
Council of Churches has completed its first assignment. Of its initial 
resources of $4 million - a $2 million grant from the Sealantic Fund of the 
late John D. Rockefeller Jr., matched by an equal sum from eight North 
American mission boards ~ the last cent has now been appropriated, it 
reports. 


The story of its far-flung contributions to advance theological education in 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America is told in an illustrated 72-page booklet, 
"Pive Years", ; 


J eg eee Se ee ee ee oe 


With its primary function that of "a catalyst and junior partner rather than 
a dominant initiator", the Fund has made 23 major grants "for the develop- 
ment of well-established work, ‘building on strength! in existing institu- 
tions; for the union of a group of existing schools in one strong insti- 
tution; for the establishment of new institutions and the re-establishment 
of three in the vicinity of universities; and for the creation of associ- 
ations of -theological schools and colleges". 


Through its text books programme, numerous seminary students have obtained 
volumes important to their work and some 300 libraries have acquired works 
of the world's leading theologians. Grants for writers! workshops also 
have been made. Through the Fund's special programme in Africa, a number 
of institutes for teachers of thology have been held in various parts of 
the continent, 


The Theological Education Fund has been directed by Dr. Charles W. Ranson. 
On his retirement in September, the Rev. Dr. James F. Hopewell, now the 


associate director, will succeed him. The WCC Executive Committee in 
Odessa, USSR, confirmed the mandate given to the Fund to seek $4 million 
for its next five-year plan, from 1965-70, (EPS No. 7) EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN METHODISTS 
CRITICIZE NEW LEGISLATION 


(Capetown) ~ A statement from the Methodist Church of South Africa read in 
all of the denomination's churches condemned as un-Christian a bill which 
would give the government authority to move Africans from one area to 
another, 


It called the measure, which amends the Bantu Laws, the "death knell" for 
the Christian concept of society, and "an. infringement of family life and 
the freedom of the individual". 


Under the bill, the government could take Africans from the reserves and 
send them into urban areas or return city-dwelling Rides to the reserves 
if they are found "idle" or "undesirable", 


Earlier, the measure was. opposed as "discriminatory and restrictive". by as 
Christian Council of South Africa, whose 28 members include the Methodist 
Church. (EPS No. 10) EPS, Geneva 
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DR. DE BLANK CONDEMNS 
SECRET SOUTH AFRICAN SOCIETY 


(Liverpool) - Former Anglican Archbishop Joost de Blank of Capetown charged 
here that "a considerable percentage" of ministers of the Dutch Reformed 
churches in South Africa belong to a "sinister, secret society" which prc- 
motes racial discrimination. 


Dr. de Blank identified the society as the "Broederbond", which, he said, is 
devoted to Afrikaans superiority over the British, white supremacy, and 
vigorous apartheid. It is so powerful that it runs the South African 
government, he declared. 


Dr. de Blank continued: "For years we have had to endure in South Africa a 
Suppression of Communism Act. This has been artificially inflated in a 
hundred and one ways. But I can say that at present Communism is not 


nearly so great a danger to the Sbbameee aoe of South Africa as is the Broeder- 
bond. 


"The most urgent need in the country is for a Suppression of the Broederbond 
Act. Then there might be some hope in the future. Until this happens the 
witness of the Christian Church as a whole is gravely compromised." 

EPS, Geneva 


EUROPEAN CHURCHES TO INVITE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC OBSE:.VERS TO CONFERENCE 


(Vienna) - The Roman Catholic Church will be invited to send two observers 
to the meeting of the Conference of Huropean Churches to be held ee 
October in Nyborg, Denmark, — 


The decision was made by the Conference!s Presidium and Advisory Committee 
meeting here. Theme of the October meeting will be "Living Together - as 
Continents and Generations". 


In sessions here the Conference leadership also spent considerable time 
revising the draft of a new constitution to be submitted to the meeting, in 


light of suggestions received from its member churches. A report to the 
meeting from the executive secretary noted a growing amount of interest in 
all parts of Europe in the Conference. EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH CHURCH SEES NO OBSTACLE 
IN WORLD COUNCIL BASIS 


(The Hague) - The General Synod of the Gereformeerde Kerken (Re-Reformed 
Church) has decided by a vote of 40 to 13 that there is "no decisive ob-= 
stacle" in the Basis of the World Council of Churches which would prevent 
it from becoming @ member. There have been widely varying opinions among 
the church's leadership about the meaning of the WCC's Basis. 


In a corollary measure the synod also voted to send a report on the World 
Council to sth Sen congregations and to seek further information about the 
WCC. 


The church has a membership of about half a million persons and is the 
largest Protestant church in the Netherlands, after the Netherlands Reformed 
Church. EPS, Geneva 
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ISRAELI LEADERS AT ODDS 
ON "CONVERSION" LEGISLATION 


(Jerusalem) - The Israeli cabinet has delegated to a legislative sub- 
committee the task of drafting a law regulating the conversion of minors. 


Divergent views on the measure are represented by two cabinet members, 
Justice Minister Dr, Dov Joseph, representing secular parties in Israel, 
has proposed a measure requiring only that both parents or the legal guard- 
lan agree to the conversion. Dr. Joseph Burg, welfare official, would 
require, in addition, court approval which could be. granted only on the 
recommendation of a welfare officer. 


A joint appeal from seven American Jewish organizations - Reform and Conser- 
vative - bidding Israel to resist pressure from "extremist religious groups" 
and hold the line of religious freedom introduced a new note into the dis- 
cussions, Heretofore it was widely assumed here that American Jewry 
Supported the militant Orthodox position. EPS, Geneva 


COMPROMISE REACHED 
IN MINISTERS! APPEAL 


(Hattiesburg, Miss. ) - An appeal by ten Protestant ministers - one Negro and 
nine white - convicted of disorderly conduct in a civil rights demonstration 
here last January was ended in County Court through legal compromise. 

(EPS No. 6.) 


After day-long talks with defence lawyers, during which the clergymen pleaded 
"no contest", Judge William Harralson ordered nine of them, all United Pres- 
byterians, to pay $400 fines. The tenth, a Disciples of Christ minister, 
was fined $250 and costs. Jail terms against all clergymen were dropped. 


The ten had been arrested and charged with intent to disturb the peace when 
they ignored police orders not to march within a barricaded area in front of 
the county courthouse. They were part of a larger group of demonstrators 
protesting against voter registration practices affecting some 7,000 Negroes. 
EPS, Geneva 


EUROPEAN RABBIS PROTEST AGAINST 
USSR DISCRIMINATION AGAINST JEWS 


(Rome) ~ The standing committee of the Conference of European Rabbis has sub-~ 
mitted a stern memorandum to the Soviet Embassy in Rome calling for a halt te 
anti-Jewish "discriminations and persecutions" in the USSR. 


Its memorandum was presented after a two-day meeting here in the name of 
Jewish communities in Italy, Britain, France, West Germany, the Netherlands, 
Switzerland, Belgium, and Ireland. 


"We are greatly concerned", it said, "about the deterioration of the position 
of the Jewish religion in the USSR and the unjust discrimination practices 
of the Soviet authorities. Administrative measures imposed threaten the 
very survival of the Jewish religious identity and deny the religious freedom 
guaranteed in the Soviet constitution." EPS, Geneva 
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MENNONITES TO SEND TEACHERS 
INTO USA NEGRO "GHETTOS" 


(Akron, Pa.) -~ The Mennonite Central Committee (USA) has announced it will 
send ten teachers into the Negro "ghettos" of Cleveland, Ohio, to help 
improve educational standards. 


It said they will go "voluntarily as obedient Christian disciples, armed 
with the special skills needed for this assignment", and that "their ,pre- 
sence can begin to make a difference". 


It added: ‘Invisible ghetto walls, more treacherous than the walls of Berlin, 
ensnare most of the 275,000 Negros of Cleveland. Whites and blacks are as 
far apart in this northern city as they are in the South. In the North, 
economic barriers are swiftly taking the place of segregation by race. 

Lack of money effectively slams shut certain business and entertainment 

doors in the face of the Negro. True equality cannot be achieved so long 

as Negroes are kept below economic par. Successful job competition is 
dependent upon education. For this reason, (and the only way to open all 
doors), it is important to keep Negro youngsters in) school.'* EPS, Geneva 


"BOLD" NEW SCHEMA ON ECUMENISM 
REPORTED DRAFTED FOR VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Rome) - The Second Vatican Council will be asked to take a final vote on 4 
schema on ecumenism which is said to be stronger and more forceful than the 
original one presented at the second session last year. 


Various newspapers, quoting what they termed a "qualified source", said the 
"bold" new draft was prepared at a recent working session of the Vatican 
Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity. 


The schema contains two chapters of particular interest: one would condemn 
anti-semitism on religious grounds; the second dealing with religious lib- 
erty would uphold the right of every person to worship God according to his 
own conscience. 


There was indication last week that the Council may end its deliberations 
in November. L'Osservatore Romano, the Vatican newspaper, said that Pope 
Paul VI entertained the "hope! that the Council could end with its third 

session scheduled September 14 to November 20. wPS, Geneva 


CONSTRUCTION STARTED OF 
CHRISTIAN VILLAGE IN ISRABL 


(Jerusalem) ~- Construction of a Christian village is underway in Western 
Galilee. 


The village is being built under auspices of an international committee to 
help "bridge the gulf" between Jews and Christians and in order that 
Christians may share in Israel's agricultural and technical development in 
the name of the Church, ; 


The village, which will be located in the midst of 15 kibbutzim, will be 
called Nés Ammin (the banner of the nations). EPS, Geneva 
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BETTER CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS 
REPORTED IN BAST GERMANY 


(Greifswald) - An East German church leader reported here that church-state 
relations in Hast Germany recently have improved and that there is a greater 
"readiness to talk and to listen" on the part of government authorities. 


Addressing the Synod of Pomerania of the Evangelical Church, Bishop Friedrich 
Krummacher commented however, that certain measures had "quite unnecessarily 
brought about much bitterness" and had had a harmful effect on "peace in 
‘their own house", 


In the interest of understanding and peace and the relaxation of tension, 
he urged that atheists stop forcing their ideology on others through govern 
ment power, public communications media, and especially in the schools, 


He emphasisad that the Communists will only respect those Christians who 

courageously profess and practise their faith. He urged Christians "not 
to. bow prematurely to supposedly irresistable pressure. In our country,’ 
we shall have just as much freedom of conscience as we ourselves practise 
without fear", he said. EPS, Geneva 


RACIAL HATRED MARS U.S. 
IMAGE, SAYS GERMAN LUTHERAN 


(Berlin) - Anerica'ls "pious" role throughout the world as freedom!s protector 
is contradicted by the nation's "sad examples of racial hatred", a noted 
German Lutheran leader declared here in a Brotherhood Week address which 
stressed the need for tolerance. 


Dean Heinrich Grtiber of West Berlin, who has been widely hailed for his efforts 
during World War II to save Jews from Nazi persecution, commented: 


"Formerly I was ashamed to be German, but after my visit to the United States, 
I am ashamed to be white." Dean Grtiber made a lecture tour of the US in 


1962, 


His address also noted that if "thousands of Germans, including economic, 
political, scientific, and church leaders" would have protested Hitler's mass 
murder of Jews "loudly and publicly", the death of six million Jews and 50 
million other war victims would not have to be mourned today. - 


But, he maintained, not only Germans kept silent "but foreign countries as 
well", EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN FREE CHURCHES ASK 

CLOSER RELATIONS WITH "LANDESKIRCHEN" 

(Hamburg) - The Association of Protestant Free Churches in Germany, at its 
16th Congress has unanimously adopted a resolution calling for the extension 
of relations with the German "Landeskirchen". 


The resolution said the desire for closer relations did not mean the free 
churches had abandoned any part of their special mission and message, but 
only that they wished better contacts. wa , 
Member churches of the Association are: ‘the Association of Evangelical Free 
Church Congregations (Baptists), the Episcopal Methodist Church, the Evangel- 
ical Association, and the Association of Free Evangelical Congregations, 
EPS, Geneva 
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EXPAND LUTHERAN-ROMAN CATHOLIC 
DIALOGUE, THEOLOGIAN URGES 


(New York) - Lutherans and Roman Cathclics in the US are engaged in dialo-.e 
to an extent never before realized, but not all opportunities for inter- 
confessional conversation are being exploited, according to a report releused 
here by a National Lutheran Council theologian, 


The Rev. Virgil R. Westlund, secretary of the NLC's Department of Theological 
Cooperation, a part of the Division of Lutheran World Federation Affairs, 
noted that segments of both Lutheranism and Roman Catholicism stand in the 
way of increased contact. 


There are "large areas within the Lutheran Church where little or no conver- 
sation with the Roman Catholics has been experienced", he said, adding that 
many reports indicate that "none is desired". 


The theologian also cited a "serious lack of openness" among some Roman 
Catholics. He particularly mentioned the West Coast, saying the conserva- 
tive position of Catholic clergy there has hindered full-scale development 
of inter-confessional talks. 


The theologian's report, which mainly dealt with information obtained from 
seminary faculties and students, college and university campuses, and 
Ministerial groups, also noted that many feel that divisions between Lutheran 
groups are a greater obstacle to dialogue than traditional Lutheran-Roman 
Catholic divisions. EPS, Geneva 


CANARY ISLANDS CHURCH RECEIVES 
OFFICIAL PERMIT 


(Las Palmas) - The Baptist church of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Canary 
Islands, which was formed a year ago, has received official permission from 
Spanish authorities for its work. The Canary Islands are a province of 
Spain. 


In a service of thanksgiving for the action the Rev. Juan Torras, pastor of 
the church, said: "We have faith in the future because history belongs to 
God and in God ‘all things are ours'. 


"We also have faith in the future because our hope rests upon legally estab- 


lished authority in a state of law and justice." He quoted from Romans 13: 
"There is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been 
instituted by God." EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH LEADERS DESCRIBE 
MEASURES AGAINST USSR CHURCHES 


(Paris) - An audience of 3,000 persons has heard a panel of prominent French 
Christians review the situation of the Christian Church in Russia. 


They spoke to the first session here of a newly formed committee of Protest- 
ant, Orthodox, and Roman Catholic clergy and laity formed "to throw light on 
the position of the Christians in the USSR". (EPS No. 10. ) 


Committee chairman, the noted French author Frangois Mauriac, described the 
current situation of the Russian churches as "much more than a violent per-~ 
secution. 
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'The axe is poised at the foot of the tree and the intention is to destroy 

it completely", he declared. "Admittedly the martyrdom of Holy Russia is 

not new, but now because of the ecumenical movement we feel it in our owr | 
flesh; we belong to the same body." 3 


M. Olivier Clément, an Orthodox member of the Committee, quoted excerpts irom 
Russian legislation and various articles from the Soviet press to descrite 
the campaign against the churches. 


He said figures indicate that between 1958 and 1962 the number of churches 
open decreased from 22,000 to 11,500 and the number of priests from 50,000 

to 14,000. He said half the monasteries had been closed and only five theo- 
logical seminaries still operate. 


Further, he said "crushing taxation" prevents the clergy from doing their 
jobs. Children of school age (3 to 18 years) are not permitted to receive 
religious instruction under church auspices and measures have been taken to 
reduce the number of baptisms. 


He said Russian Christians are meeting these conditions with an attitude of 
"charity and prayer". 


A Roman Catholic, Father Danielou, S.J., commented that those who suffer most 
from repressive measures are "the humble, the poor, and the children". 


Pastor Albert Finet, editor of the Protestant journal Réforme, drew atten- | 
tion to the historical reasons why French Protestants sympathize with Russian © 
Christians. He said they remember the persecutions they suffered themselves 
in the past, and the help received from neighbouring countries - the Nether- 
lands, Switzerland, Prussia, and England. Therefore, he said, they realize 
the importance of assisting the Christians in the Soviet Union. 


The meeting concluded with the reading of extracts from a sermon written by 
a bishop who spent thirty years in a concentration camp, and from the anony- 
mous writings of Russian Christians praying for their persecutors, for those 
who were weakening, for those who persevered, and for those who continued to 
praise God during their trials. The audience then listened to a recording 
of the Creed sung by Christians in the Cathedral of Moscow. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


A group of 21 young men and girls belonging to the German Protestant Repent- 
ance and Reconciliation Movement have transformed the administrative building 
of a disused mine in Borinage, Belgium, into a home for delinquent youth. 
The home will be staffed and equipped by a social welfare agency. The Ger- 
man movement was founded to provide aid in countries invaded by Germany 
during World War II. 


sae el r * 


Dr. Kyle Haselden, managing editor of the ecumenical weekly, The Christian 
Century, for the last four years, will assume editorship of the publication 
and presidency of the Christian Century Foundation next September l. In 
both positions he will succeed Dr. Harold E. Fey, retiring to become visit- 
ing professor of Christian social ethics at the Christian Theological Semin- 
ary, Indianapolis. 


No. 11.- 19th March, 1964 13 


The noderator of the Church of Scotland will meet with three members of the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy during a visit to Spain in April, newspapers in 
Spain report. "This meeting may play an important part in the action that 
is being taken to give more’ liberty to Spanish Protestants", La Vanguardia, 
a Barcelona newspaper said. The moderator, Professor James Stewart, plans 
to spend two weeks in Spain and Portugal. Interviews on his schedule in- 
elude one with Cardinal Bueno Monreal, Archbishop of Seville, and another 
with the Bishop of Malaga in Madrid. 


* * * 


Pastor Walter Arnold, 35, of the Evangelical Church in Ludwigsburg, has been 
named national general secretary of the Young Men's Christian Associations 
of Germany. He has been active in YMCA work for several years. 


* * a 


Officials of the Bible Society in South Africa meeting in Johannesburg have 
announced a campaign to raise the annual distribution of the Bible from 
800,000 to 2,400,000 in the next three years, 


* * * 


Plans have been announced by the Roman Catholic hierarchy in Britain for a 
£350,000 (1 million dollar) radio and television centre at Hatch End near 
London. The centre will produce radio and TV programmes and sell them to 
the broadcasting companies. It will also make recordings, tapes, and 
educational films for use by missionaries in African and Asian countries. 
The bishops have already contributed £5,350 ($15,000) toward the new centre 
and the remaining cost is expected to be met through donations in the 
parishes, 


* * * 


A Federation of Protestant Lay Movements in the Congo has been formed at a 
meeting in Leopoldville. The Federation's constitution leaves member 
associations a great deal of independence with regard to organization and 
local activities, but links them on the national level to provide a united 
viewpoint, close collaboration, and programme coordination. Five permanent 
councils have been set up to carry on its work. These deal with: missions 
and the church, economic affairs, social life, public health and housing, 
and political affairs and human relations. 


x * * 
A married woman has been consecrated as a deaconess for the first time in 
sweden, The ceremony was conducted by Lutheran Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren 


in the deaconesses! house at Uppsala. The new deaconess is Mrs. Anna 
Wenngren, the wife of a pastor and the mother of four children. 


* * * 
The foundation has been laid for a new lay training centre at Chilema, 


Nyasaland. The centre is being built jointly by the nation's Presbyterian 
and Anglican churches. 


Tae NY as * 


The next German (Protestant) Kirchentag will be held in Cologne July 26 - 
August 1, 1965. 


* * * 
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Volunteers working with the Mennonite Disaster Service to aid victims of 
last year's Hurricane Flora in Haiti were received in a 55-minute private 
audience by President Duvalier early this month. They presented the 
president with a photo album illustrating their rebuilding project at Cidtes 
de Fer. He requested that the pictures be shown on television "so that 
the people can see what foreigners have accomplished in the country". The 
following day the Mennonite volunteers and representatives of Church World 
Service (USA) were awarded citations of honour. 


Bee he 


Chief Rabbi Levin of Moscow recently celebrated his 7Oth birthday and his 
A0th anniversary in the rabbinate. Among the guests at the celebration 
were: Bishop Alexis of Tallinn and Estonia, deputy chairman of the Russian 
Orthodox External Church Relations Department; Archpriest Ruzhitsky, rector 
of the Moscow Theological Academy; the Rev. Jacob Zhidkov, chairman of the 
Baptist Union of the USSR; and Mr. Karev, a leader of the Baptists in 
Moscow. 


* Rar deta 


Leaders of the British Council of Churches have met with the new Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Westminster, Dr. John Heenan, to discuss the problems 
of mixed marriages. The Archbishop invited Council leaders to tea after 
they had indicated that they wished to speak to him about the. subject and 
other matters of common concern, 


* * * 


Non-Christians were the biggest purchasers of the Bible in Japan last year, 
a new Japan Bible Society report reveals. It said this is indicated by 4 
the fact that 3,117,656 scriptures were distributed during the year, although 
there are only eight hundred thousand Christians in the nation. It said 

the comparatively high rate of distribution "reflects the drive of the 

Society to exploit the opportunities presented by the almost one hundred per 
cent literacy of the Japanese and their continuing search for a way forward 
into a new age", 


* * * 


Titular Bishop Imre Szabo of Tiatira has been named Vicar General of the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Esztergom in Hungary, it was learned in Vienna. 
Esztergom is the See of Josef Cardinal Mindszenty, Primate of Hungary, who 
has been in asylum at the US Legation in Budapest since the collapse of the 
Hungarian uprising in 1956, 


* * * 


Lutherhjalpen, a Swedish Lutheran agency for inter-church aid, refugee 
Service, and other foreign assistance programmes, will give nearly $1.9 
million during the current fiscal year to projects approved by the Lutheran 
World Federation. Another $194,000 has been allocated for the World Council 
of Churches! Division of Inter-—Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. 


Nea a * 


Antonio Cardinal Caggiano, Archbishop of Buenos Aires, received a courtesy 
visit from Dr. James S. Stewart, moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland. The first moderator of the church to visit South Am- 
erica while in office, Dr. Stewart was in Buenos Aires in the course of a 
preaching tour of Chile, Argentina, and Uruguay. EPS, Geneva 
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A Message from the Presidents of the World Council of Churches 
COME, CREATOR SPIRIT 


And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord; and his delight 
shall be in the fear of the Lord. (Isaiah 0 BS tee = a ge RSV ) 


So writes the prophet Isaiah and Christians have always given a clear inter- 
pretation to his prophecy. It was Jesus Christ upon whom the seven-fold 
gifts of the Spirit rested, and it was from the risen Christ that these same 
gifts came to His people on the first Pentecost. 


No gifts are more sorely needed by our world in its confusion and violence, 
its lack of order and its blind self-confidence. And the world should be 
able to look to the Church of Jesus Christ for these gifts - even in places 
where that Church may be materially poor and insignificant. "Silver and 
gold have I none, but what I have I give you; in the name of Jesus Christ 

of Nazareth, walk." Too often, however, there are other marks which seem to 
distinguish us before the world: the spirit of obscurantism and irresolution, 
the spirit of cheap eloquence and retreat into selfishness, the spirit of 
fear, not of the Lord but of men. 


We can find a constant corrective for these faults in the Word which comes 

to us through the Bible. For the Bible speaks to us both of our total 
dependence upon God, and also of the infinite capacities of human nature as 
taken and restored by God's own Son. It is no accident that today many 
Christians are rediscovering their unity with one another through deeper 
study of the Scriptures, whether this be done individually or together. We 
would urge all our member churches to persevere with the distribution, inter- 
pretation and use of the Bible, so that its riches may never be taken for 
granted but may find fresh value for the generation in which we live. 


Every Pentecost, the whole people of God is called to self-examination. 


In this year each congregation should ask itself whether it has taken to heart 
what the Faith and Order Conference in Montreal said about the need for local 
unity in order that we may truly share the gifts of God, and what the Missions 
Conference at Mexico said about the call to each local church to show the love 
of God in Christ, in witness and service to the world at its doors. 


If we long for the spiritual gifts to rest upon us, we must go back again to 


their source and pray, humbly but expectantly: "Come, Creator Spirit, and 
stir up in our midst the fullness of those gifts which we have already re- 
ceived". Only so can we convey to our friends and neighbours, our societies 


and nations, something of the wisdom and understanding, the counsel and might, 
the knowledge and godliness and awe, which come from keeping company with God. 


The Presidents of the World Council of Churches: 


Archbishop Iakovos - New York Principal David G. Moses - Nagpur, India 
Sir Francis Ibiam - Enugu, Nigeria Dr. Martin Niemdller ~- Wiesbaden, Germany 
The Archbishop of Canterbury - London Charles C, Parlin - New York 

Honorary president: J.H. Oldham - St. Leonards-on-Sea, U.K. 
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CHURCHES IN SOUTH VIETNAM CONTINUE 
WORK DESPITE GUERILLA WARFARE 


(Saigon) - Despite sporadic attacks on outlying stations by the Vietcong, the 
Evangelical Church of Vietnam has been able to carry on its activities 
largely unhindered by guerilla warfare, church leaders have reported. 


Even in the most inaccessible areas work has not been seriously curtailed, 
although raids, gunfire, and death are a constant threat, they told Dr. Harry 
Haines, Asia secretary for the World Council of Churches! Division of Inter-~ 
Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, in a recent interview here. Dr. 
Haines visited Saigon at the express invitation of the Evangelical Church's 
leaders. 


However, because of the security situation missionary forces are concentrating 
their work in Saigon and the provincial capitals and make only limited visits 
to rural areas. 


One of the church's most serious concerns is the fate of three American 
missionaries who were captured by the Vietcong 21 months ago from an isolated 
medical clinic and have not been heard of since. 


The Evangelical Church of Vietnam has a membership of nearly 34,000 persons, 


or about ninety per cent of all Vietnamese Protestants. It was founded sixty 
years ago by the Christian and Missionary Alliance, a US organization, which 
maintains 128 missionaries in the country. The church became autonomous and 


self-governing in 1921. 
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It has 288 pastors and 320 churches and operates a 17-bed hospital, a Bible 
school, an orphanage, and leprosarium. 


The officers of the Evangelical Church recently requested the WCC's Division 
of Inter-Church Aid to provide financial assistance for the hospital which is 
being staffed by American Mennonite doctors and nurses. In answer to this 

request funds are being donated by the Disciples of Christ (USA) and the 
German Protestant churches! campaign "Bread for the World". Harlier, at 


the request of the church, WCC help was provided for flood and refugee emer- 
gency needs. 


The church has no affiliation with either the East Asia Christian Conference | 
* (EACC) or the World Council of Churches. | 


Other Protestant groups at work in the country are the World Wide Evangelistic | 
Crusade which has 1,200 members among the tribal group in the northwest section 
of South Vietnam, the Southern Baptists which have 37 members, and the Wycliff | 
Translators. The Mennonites also have recently sent in missionaries. There © 
are also 200 French nationals who are members of the Reformed Church of France 
in four congregations served by one pastor. These are in Saigon, Delat, 
Pnomphen, and Vietiane. EPS, Geneva 


SENATOR CHARGES NCC WITH 
UNLAWFUL LOBBYING 


(Washington, B.C.) - Efforts by the National Council of Churches to stimulate 
widespread support in the United States Congress for passage of the pending 
civil rights bill have been attacked by a foe of the legislation as unlawful 
lobbying activities. 


Se 


—— 


senator Strom Thurmond, a Democrat from South Carolina, told the Senate that 
the actions may have jeopardised the NCC's status as a tax-exempt organization. 


a 


The Southern legislator took specific issue with a letter sent on February 5 
by the NCC's Commission on Religion and Race to executives of state councils 
of churches and other interested persons. The letter urged them to watch the 
progress of the civil rights bill and be prepared to "barrage"' Congressmen 
with telephone calls, telegrams and personal visits on behalf of a "strong 
bill with FEPC (fair employment practices) and public accommodations" pro-° : 
visions. 7 
Meanwhile last week 100 members of the United Ghurch of Christ from 22 states 


called on their Senators promising support for those who backed the rights 
bilis 


Dr. Truman B. Douglass, New York, head of the church's Home Missions board, 
declared that the church is"ready to support any Senator favouring the civil 3 
rights bill now being debated in the Senate by mobilising church opinion 
within his own constituency and through the nation", EPS, Geneva 


MENNONITES SEND AID 
TO DELTA'S NEEDY 


(Akron) - Reports that 120 Negro families in two towns along the Mississippi 
Delta were in "critical straits" prompted central Pennsylvania, Maryland, and 
Delaware Mennonite congregations to collect, pack, and transport four. and a’ 
half tons of food and clothing to the depressed area. Women's sewing circles 
and other volunteers collected and packed 3,467 pairs of children's shoes, 38 
bales of children's clothing, and nearly two tons of meat, vegetable soup, flour 
lard, and dried apples. Two lay members and the pastor of the Bart (Pa. ) 
Mennonite church drove the supplies to Mississippi by truck. Two local 
congregations underwrote the cost. EPS, Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCHES CONDEMN 
BILL AS "NEGATION OF MORALITY" 


(Capetown) - The South African Roman Catholic Bishops! Conference has issued 
a statement condemning as a "negation of social morality and Christian think- 
ing" an amendment to the Bantu Laws Siving the government power to shift at 
will native Africans.from one area to another. 


By restricting the movement of the individual, the bishops said, the amendment 
"strikes at the basic Christian institution - the family". 


Under the bill, the government could take Africans fron the reserves and send 
them into urban areas or return city-dwelling natives to the reserves if they 
are found "idle" or "undesirable". 


Strong opposition to the amendment also was voiced last week by Dr. Leslie’ E. 
Stradling, Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg. 


"The Anglican Church", Bishop Stradling said, "holds the view that the Bantu 
Laws Amendment Bill is wrong, We believe it will cause further disruption 
of family life and an extension of the system of migrant labour, and that it 
will stir up more bad feeling between the races." 


Among religious groups attacking the amendment have been the Christian Council 
of South Africa, representing 28 Protestant bodies, and the Methodist Church 
of South Africa. (EPS No. 10 & 11) EPS, Geneva 


MEXICAN PROTESTANT, ROMAN CATHOLIC DOCTORS 
DISCUSS BIRTH CONTROL AT MEDICAL SOCIETY MEETING 


(Morelia, Mexico) - Protestant and Roman Catholic doctors and clergymen here 
have participated in an unprecedented Symposium on birth control, at the invit- 
ation of the Michoacan Society of Gynecology and Obstetrics. 


It was the first time that a local medical society in Mexico had invited both 
Protestant and Roman Catholics to participate in such a programme, The 
meeting was attended by more than 150 doctors and their wives, three times 
the normal attendance for the society's meetings. 


The seven-member panel included two doctors, a psychiatrist, and four church 
leaders, Their, topic was "Birth Control and Related Medical and Ethical 
Problems from the Religious Point of Vier", 


A Presbyterian US missionary, Dr. J. Hervey Ross, director of, the Sanatorio 
La Luz (Hospital of Light) here, one of the Protestant representatives, 
Commented: "It was evident that the Spirit of John XXIII's Vatican Council 
was very much at work throughout the evening". 


A local Roman Catholic newspaper called the meeting "most praiseworthy", 
citing the attempt of "sincere believers of different confessions to share 


their beliefs", and the necessity of such orientation "go that our doctors 
may always practise their professions in accordance with their own moral- 
religious precepts, and with those of their patients", EPS, Geneva 


———— 
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TANGANYIKA REFUGEE SERVICE 
BEGUN WITH ECUMENICAL COOPERATION 


(Geneva) - Gratification over the cordial ecumenical cooperation that has 
characterised the launching of the new Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service 
(TCRS) was expressed here by Dr. Bruno Muetzelfeldt, director of the 
Lutheran World Federation's Department of World Service. 


Dr. Muetzelfeldt, interviewed at Federation headquarters after a ten-day visit 
to East Africa for the inauguration of the LWF-sponsored service, said he was © 
impressed with the willingness of the Christian Council of Tanganyika to 

accept the TCRS and help it embark on its assigned ecumenical task. 


He voiced special appreciation for the initiative taken by the council last 
year in "drawing the attention of the churches of the work to the need for 
a Christian witness of service in the Tanganyikan refugee situation, which 
led to this venture in ecumenical cooperation". 


‘The Tanganyikan Council had approached the World Council of Churches! Division 
of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service for help in meeting this 
Situation. The fave ae in implementation of a new agreement with LWE/WS, 
requested it to consider establishing a new refugee programme in Tanganyika. 


~The primary thrust of the TCRS will be related to supplementary services not 
available through governmental or inter-governmental channels, to facilitate 
the rehabilitation of the refugees and their integration into the life of 
their host country. It is expected to cost in excess of $100,000 a year. 
EPS, Geneva 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF FORMOSA 
TAKES STEPS TO STRENGTHEN OUTREACH 


(Tainan, Taiwan):- The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Formosa 
(Taiwan), meeting here at Tainan Theological College, has taken steps to 
strengthen the church's evangelistic outreach, particularly through mass com- 
munications and literature, and has enlarged its work among Taiwan's mountain | 
tribes. 


a 
Among other actions it approved establishment of a third tribal presbytery, : 


the Paiwan Presbytery. The first such presbytery, among the Taroko, was 
established two years ago, and last year the Amis, largest of Taiwan's 11 4 
aboriginal tribés, formed a presbytery. Translation equipment supplied by 


>. 
3 
Presbyterians US made it possible for delegates from these presbyteries to ; 
follow discussions in other languages and to participate fully in the assembly 


for “the -t iret ‘pime. , 


With a view to upedating the church's outreach, the assembly also revised its § 
by-laws to include committees to deal with mass communications and literature | 
and asked the denomination's two theological colleges to make a special study — 
of modern methods of preaching the Gospel. 3 4 


Lengthy discussion was held on a proposed plan to join other denominations in| 
establishing an Association of Churches, possibly to be a forerunner of a 
national council of churhces. Objections were raised to a provision in the 
plan which would allow individuals as well as churches to join the associatio 
The assembly authorised its executive committee to continue negotiations, 
provided that the "individual representation" clause be omitted. 

EPS, Geneva 


pasty . 
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SOUTHERN BAPTISTS PLAN 
WORK IN YEMEN 


(Zurich) - Yemen, a small country of 5,000,000 people in the southwestern 
corner of the Arabian Peninsula, is the site of a proposed Southern Bapt:.st 
medical project. Dr. and Mrs. James M. Young Jr. of Louisiana, Southern 
Baptist missionaries to the Caza Strip for nine years, were transferred 40 
Yemen by the church's Foreign Mission Board at its March meeting. 


If they are able to open a4 clinic or hospital as expected, Southern Baptists 
will be the first Christian group to work in Yemen. The transfer of the 
Youngs to Yemen brings to 54 the number of countries to which the southern 
Baptist missionaries are under appointment. 


This action followed the report of Dr. John D. Hughey Jr-; secretary for 
Europe and the Middle Bast, which had been airmailed from San'a, capital of 
Yemen to the European Baptist Press Service here. Dr. Hughey and Dr. Young 
spent several days in the country, investigating the possibilities of opening 
a Christian medical mission there. 


Dr. Hughey reported Yemen is nearly 100 per cent Muslim, the only exceptions 
being the few foreigners living in the country and the perhaps. 5,000 descend- 


ants remaining from the ancient Jewish community. "We believe the presence 
of Christians relieving the physical ills of people would be an effective 
testimony of Christian love and concern", he said. EPS, Geneva 


ONE-THIRD OF ALL GERMANS 
BACK PROTESTANT-CATHOLIC UNION 


(Munich) - A public opinion survey conducted in West Germany indicated that 
one of every three persons favoured reunification of Protestant and Roman 
Catholic churches. 


According to survey officials, 40 per cent of those advocating reunion were 
Roman Catholics, 26 per cent were Protestants. 


The study also disclosed that 49 per cent of all Protestants and 49 per cent 


of all Roman Catholics spoke out It aevOUuL (OL. e. "rapprochement" of the religious 


bodies. Only b> percent of those questioned believed that the relationship 
between the churches should remain unchanged. 


In 1962, when a similar poll was taken, only one of every five West Germans 
advocated reunification, one in four favoured "rapprochement", and one in 
three voted to continue relationships at the current status, EPS, Geneva 


MATZOH BAKERY 
REOPENED IN MOSCOW 


(Moscow) -~ The bakery assigned to the Jewish community in Moscow to provide 
Matzoh for the feast of the Passover has been re-opened after having been 
shut down for several days. Matzoh is the traditional unleavened bread used 
an the celebration of the Passover which starts March 27. 


The bakery is producing at full capacity at a rate of about 600 pounds of 
Matzoh per day, but this is reportedly only a small fraction of the amount 
required by the estimated 20,000 devout Jewish families in the city. 


Jewish communities in New York, Brussels, and Israel have shipped in large 
quantities. EPS, Geneva 


{1 
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CHRISTIAN LITERATURE DRIVE 
HEADED BY FILM MAGNATE 


; 
; 
(London) - The United Society for Christian Literature, an interdenominational } 
group representing the Anglican and Free Churches, is seeking $300,000 fo- | 
new projects in Asia and Africa. 


Sponsoring the appeal on behalf of the society is J. Atha Rank, prominent 
Methodist layman and noted British film magnate. 


Urging support for the drive Lord Rank said that "the present trickle of 
Christian literature must become a flood if we are to win men's minds for 
Christian truths and make a significant and creative impact on this dawning 
era of world civilization!’, 


The projects- planned by the society include printing presses in India, book- 
Shops in Kast and Central Africa, writing centres in India, Ceylon, and Hong 
Kong, and mobile book vans in rural areas of Asia and Africas 


It was estimated that about 450 million people in Asia and Africa will tearn 
to-read within the next five years, giving Christianity an unusual opportunity | 
for evangelism. 


The society has been producing and distributing books, magazines, and pamphlets 
in some 4350 languages in cooperation with British churches and missionary 
groups abroad for more than.160 years. LPS, Geneva 


RABBI DECLARES JEWS NEED NOT 
BE GRATEFUL FOR COUNCIL SCHEMA 


(Montreal) - An Orthodox rabbi said here that Jews "need not be grateful, or 
overwhelmed or elated" over being "absolved" by the Roman Catholic Church 
of "God-killing". 


Indeed", declared Rabbi Chaim Denburg of Montreal, noted. author and scholar, 
"we Jews will not owe the church one iota of gratitude if we are cleared. 

On the contrary, it is the church that owes.us the apology for the centuries 
of its dark record towards. us. 


"Anti-semitism", he added, "is not a Jewish problem; it is the Christians! 
problen. The charge of deicide is a blot on the Christian conscience. La 
this charge is removed, it will cleanse the Church's soul, not ours." 


The Second Vatican Council when it convenes in September is slated to discuss 
a document which holds all men responsible for the death of Christ and strongly 
condemns anti-semitism. EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH ROMAN CATHOLIC EDUCATOR 
THANKS PROTESTANTS FOR CORRECTION 


(Barcelona) - During the Week of Prayer for Unity last January, a Roman Cath- @ 
olic school here announced intercession "for the sanctification of Protestants] 


When protests were made against the negative character of this formula, the 
Jesuit headmaster of the school admitted that it "was not a faithful reflection 
of the thought of the Church of Christ, whose members cannot be one in Hin 
unless they endeavour to discover their common ties". 


The headmaster asked the Protestants to forgive this mistake, and thanked them 
for their: "charity in mutual correction". EPS, Geneva 
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EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS BY CHURCHES 
ADVOCATED BY GERMAN THEOLOGIAN 


(Speyer) - The exchange of permanent ambassadors between the Vatican, the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, and the World Council of Churches 
has been advocated here by Dr. Peter Meinhold, of Kiel, a prominent theologian. 


While tolerance and mutual respect between churches are certainly of value, he 
declared, these are not sufficient to bring about the unity commanded by Christ. 
He reminded his audience of a saying of Pope Paul VI, to which, he said, far 
too little attention has been paid. This he quoted as," 'the Roman Catholic 
Church looks with reverence upon the common heritage that has been preserved 
and developed among the separated brethren’. 


"This expression of hope places the conversation between the confessions on a 
new basis of confidence and understanding", he said. "All who are concerned 
for Christian unity should realise that the churches have something to offer 
one another," 


Professor Meinhold also recommended an exchange of ambassadors in order to 
foster contacts between the nationai episcopal conferences and other church 
bodies. This would enable important issues, such as the question of mixed 
marriages, to be clarified in a fraternal spirit, he said. — EPS, Geneva 


NUMBER OF CHRISTIANS IN JORDAN 
REPORTED STEADILY DECREASING 


(Haifa) ~ A warning that the number of Christians in the Holy Land is’ constantly 
Pepe anc ost. in 1 >on 20 years!) time. there will be hardly vany left there, 
has been given by the Melchite-Catholio Bishop of the Holy Land, Georg Hakin. 


In an interview given to the National Catholic Welfare Conference, Bishop 
Hakim urged the Christian world to take more interest in the. Christian minor- 
ities in the Holy Land, ''for when these Christian groups have once ceased to 
exist, they can never by replaced". 


He agreed that the visit of Pope Paul VI to the Holy Land and his meeting with 
the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras has temporarily relaxed the tension bet- 
ween Christians and Moslems, and between Christians of different rites, but 
that "the future alone will show whether this détente proves to be lasting". 


Bishop Hakim said the shortage of priests was particularly alarming for the 
Roman Catholic groups in Palestine. He cited economic discrimination against 
Ghristians as’ a further reason for their decline. . 


According to Bishop Hakim, 9% of the population of Jordan is Christian. Less 
than half of them or about 45,000 are Melchite Catholics or Catholics of the 
Latin Rite. it BPO. Geneva, 


RIGHTS OF RELIGIOUS MINORITIES 
SOUGHT IN PAKISTAN 


(New Delhi ) - Aloysius Soares, president of the Roman Catholic Union of India, 
has sent an urgent appeal to the president of Pakistan, requesting him to 
arrange for Pakistani refugees who have recently fled to India to return to 
their homeland and to be compensated for their losses, 


The appeal declares: "Whatever disputes exist between our two nations, you 
will certainly agree with me that the minorities both in Pakistan and in India 
who are citizens of their states have full right to protection of their life 
and property, and that it is the elementary duty of the local authorities to 
guarantee this protection." BPS, Geneva 
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METROPOLITAN NICODIM REPORTS 
ON SOVIET CHRISTIANS! SITUATION 


(Paris) - A Russian Orthodox leader has described as “absolutely untrue" 
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. 
reports that Christianity in the USSR is "in its death throes", 


Metropolitan Nicscodim of Leningrad and Tate in an interview published in the 
French Communist newspaper L'Humanité, noting that he was "speaking as a bishop | 
of the Russian Orthodox Church", declared, "I can assure you that in our country’ 
there are a great many believers who are truly attached to their Christian 
convictions and who witness to their Christian faith in their daily lives". 

The Metropolitan whois head of the Russian Orthodox Churches Office of Foreign 
Affairs and a member of the Executive Committee of the World Council of 
Churches, continued: 


: 


"In our country there are a good number of unbelievers" who “oppose religion 
as a system of ideas .., The atheists would like everyone to be an atheist 

and our vocation as Christians is to testify to Jesus Christ to the whole world} 
so that everyone may be touched by God!s Word and may become His disciple." 


With regard to peaceful co-existence between states, peoples, and different 
political systems, he said "the one that triumphs will be the one which is 
the better expressed in practical life". 


Referring to the inter-confessional meeting organized in Paris earlier this 
month which received extensive press coverage, Metropolitan Nicodim, said 
that he deplored such press campaigns because they “increase international 
censron', Further, he said, the participants were "not well informed about 
the life of our church ... and speak~in erroneous generalisations, 


"When we meet our Christian brothers from the West ... we speak with them of 
the problems arising in the life of our churches, notably the difficulties 
which result from the growing secularisation of our world and the atheism which| 
is one of the manifestations of that secularisation .«.. It also happens that 
our brothers from the West seeing in our church, forms of religious life, 
means of expressions of the faith, and attitudes towards society which are 
totally different from their own, are confused and seek to interpret these 
differences as the result of an outside pressure on the church —- an indication 
of her !non-liberty'. But the forms of church life among us have evolved 
along different historical lines than those of the West. They are our 
traditions and we firmly hold to them." 


The Metropolitan concluded by asking that reports of intensified anti-religious 
_ propaganda in the USSR should not be interpreted as religious persecution but 
as "a struggle of ideas". 
“ % > 

In an interview published last week by Tass, the Soviet Government's news agena 
Metropolitan Pimen of Krutitski and Kolmna, vicar of Patriarch Alexis for 

the Diocese of Moscow, said that Russian churches had "no reason for anxiety" 
as "the right to profess any religion or no religion at all is guaranteed in 
Artrole 124. 0f the Soviet: Constitution". He added that believers have at 

their disposal beautiful churches, many priests, and the seminaries in which 


FO train them, 
x avs x 


No, 12 ~ 26th March, 1964 9 | 


Professor André Dumaa of the Protestant Faculty of Theology of’ Paris, one*of. ~ 
the members of the new inter~confessional committee. formed to study the situa- 
tion of Soviet Christians, warned last week ageinst the study falling "into 

the rut of an anti-Communist fight". 


Writing in the journal, Réforme, he said that Christians should not respond 

to the atheism of the state as put forward in the recent statement onreligions 
by Russian Communist official, Mr. Illyitchev by invoking the concepts of free 
Christendom of the Western world. 


Rather, he wrote, let us listen to the statement of the World Council of 
Churches! Executive Committee adopted at its recent meeting in Odessa which, 
in the same breath, defends religious liberty and the rights of atheists, 


Professor Dumas suggested that the Illyitchev report was based on a "terribly 
insufficient. image of Christianity" which explains Christianity as a product 
of the "human need to find an explanation for the Origins of the world" and 
for "human fellowship which consoles in days of sorrow, 


"Unhappily", wrote Mr. Dumas, "we must now ask up to which point the Illyitchev 
report, not only corresponds to the external image Christianity gives of 
itself, but equally to the lazy habits of thought of a great number of 
Christians..." 


On the other hand, he added, the Marxist conception of history according to which 
the end of economic injustice will bring about the withering away ‘of religion, 
often produces in socialist countries "a grave temptation" to accelerate the 

"withering away". 


a 


He quoted a comment from the Illyitchev report which suggested that "4we have 
not the right to await the moment when these religious remnants disappear 
themselves as the result of the success of our policies!", such a policy 
Mr. Dumas suggested, is contrary even in a Marxist Leninist society to the 
"internal autodestruction" of religion if it opens the door to oppression. 
BPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCH ASKS STRONGER 
TIES WITH ROMAN CATHOLICS 


(Perlin) ~ The Council of the German Evangelical Church (EKD ) has called upon 
its member churches to strive with Roman Catholics in "faith, love, and 

hope" to remove inter-confessional differences which hinder the Christian 
witness, Ase 


Speaking of an "ecumenical breakthrough" as "a sign sent by God to the world", 
the message declared that in the Second Vatican Council it perceived "a 
deep struggle to find a new way for Roman Catholicism", 


It referredto Pope Paul VI's request at the opening of the second session of 

the Vatican Council for mutual forgiveness for offences and injustices, and 
appeals to the Protestants of Germany, in the inter-confessional conversations, 
to remember the words of the Lord's Prayer, asking for forgiveness. 
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? 


"Let every individual examine himself on the points where he must ask forgive- 
ness, or grant forgiveness,.in his intercourse with his Roman Catholic 
fellow-Christians", it states. 


The statement stresses that "a fellowship which maintained silence about the 
things that divide us would be premature and deceptive", The ecumenical 
conversation can not consist of "pretending that differences of doctrine or 
faith are of no importance", but neither can it be genuine if "one church 
makes false statements about another". 


With regard to statements that Protestants should "return to the Roman fold, 
the Council said: 


"He and He alone is the Good Shepherd, who through His death and resurrection 
has opened our Father's house to us without any intermediary". 


EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES STUDY NEEDS : ‘i 
OF MIGRANTS ao | 


(Paris) - Seventeen church leaders of eleven western Buropean nations have met 
here to plan together ways of providing spiritual and material care for the 
estimated four to five million migrant workers in their areas. 


The meeting was a three-day session of the Committee on Migrant Workers in 
Western Europe. ; 


whom the Committee stressed constitute a major social, cultural, and religious 


. . 
Of particular concern was the problems of the more than 500,000 Muslim nigrants 
responsibility for the churches. 


Particularly urgent, it said, is the Muslim worker's need for spiritual aid. 
While, the Christian churches have a responsibility to meet this need, the 
Committee suggested such aid should not be "motivated by a missionary spirit, 
but (should be aid) which would enable the Muslim workers to meet Christian 
communities in complete freedom, perhaps for the firgt time in history. 


The Committee also examined "the painful problem" of the separation of migrant 
workers from their families and approved plans too for the development of 
proposals "based onas precise an analysis as possible" in order to facilitate 
their reunion, 


A spokesman said such proposals could involve both petitioning for a changei 
existing legislation which forbids migrant workers to bring their families wit 
them, as well as for the better application of legislation which does pernit 
families to enter, where it exists. 


The Committee also studied the possibilities of the training of specialised 
social workers recruited from among the migrants themselves. 


The Committee came into existence upon the recommendation of the Buropean Con- | 


ference on Migrants held last year at Arnoldshain, Germany, under auspices of 
the World Council of Churches. 


It is a regional body composed of WCC member churches in Western Europea, 
Elected chairman at this meeting was Pastor Pierluigi Jolla, of the Waldansian © 
Church of Sicily. EPS, Geneva 
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DISARMAMENT NEGOTIATOR PRAISES 
WCC STATEMENTS 


(Geneva) - General HE, L. M. Burns, leader of the Canadian) delegation to the 
current l7-nation disarmament talks here, has praised the World Council of 
Churches!’ declarations on international affairs for "always showing a 
balanced judgement", 


Quoted in an interview appearing in La Vie Protestante, General Burns declared: 

"I am convinced that it belongs to the role of the churches to talk about 

peace and that every individual Christian ought to be interested in disarmament, 
EPS, Geneva 


SUDAN EXPELS 
MORE MISSIONARIES 


(Khartoum) - The Sudanese Government has ordered US missionaries to leave 
the eastern province of the Blue Nile, which borders Hthiopia. The order 
is effective immediately. 


The action follows the expulsion of nearly 300 Protestant and Roman Catholic 
missionaries in late February. 


Harlier this week Sudanese Minister of the Interior Major General Muhammad 
Admad Irwan, said that the Sudan Government would reconsider the position 
"of missionaries still in the country unless missionaries who have been 
expelled stop making false allegations", 


He said the Sudanese government had been surprised to read about their false 
reports and lies aboutus abroad". He said the missionaries had been 
expelled after the government had received "convincing facts that those 
missionaries were working against Sudan's unity". EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Dr. Vilmos Vajta, director of the Lutheran World Federation's Department of 
Theology, has been appointed to a research professorship by the Board of 
Trustees of the Lutheran Foundation for Inter-Confessional Research, Strasbourg, 
France, In accepting the top staff position at the foundation's new ecum- 
enical research centre in Strasbourg effective September 1, he leaves a post 

on the Federation's Geneva staff that he has held since the department began 
Roe ROrk ine 1954, Dr. Vajta will succeed an American lay authority on Roman 
Catholicism, Dr. George A. Lindbeck of New Haven (Connecticut), whose two. yeare! 
beave OL absence from ia chair of ‘historical theology at Yale (University 
Divinity School will terminate June 40. 


* * * 


A training project to acquaint local Associations with the ecumenical move- 
ment and related questions has been set up by the National Council of the CVJ 
(YMCA-YWCA) in the Netherlands. A total of 720 leaders from local YMCA's 
are expected to attend a series of nine weekend sessions, They will later 
participate in follow-up weekend meetings at local levels. 


* * * 
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Professor Hans-Werner Gensichen, who has served the Theological Education 
Fund as associate director for its special programme for Theological Hducation 
in Africa for the past three years has now returned to his post as professor 
of Comparative Religions and Missions at Heidelberg University, Germany. 

Dr. Gensichen had be2n seconded by the university for the TEF post. The Fund 
is sponsored by the World Council of ane 


*¥ xX * 
The Ecumenical Christian Centre, Bangalore, will hold a seminar on "Christian 


Participation in Journalism" May 13 - 16 in Bangalore for Christian editors 
and journalists in both secular and Christian news agencies, 


* * * 


Some 435 million pounds of food, clothing, medicines, and other commodities 
valued at $34 million was shipped overseas in 1963 by the Church World Service® 
relief agency of .the National Council of Churches CUSE In addition, over- 
seas purchases in support of specific programmes and expenditures to meet 
emergency situations totalled some $1.3 million in the year. 


* * * 


The final phase of editorial work for the 760-page publication of "Culte 

Cristiano" a new Spanish-language book of Lutheran worship and hymns, has | 
been completed. Representatives of the three major Lutheran church bodies 
in the United States composed the Hymnal Committee. | 


*& * * 


Trustees of Texas Christian University have approved a plan authorising att thee 
lation with Jarwis Christian College, a Negro institution in Hawkins, Texas. : 
Both schools are related to the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ). : 


Flee niece se 


The National Council of the French Reformed Church has asked its pastors not 
to. take part in preparations to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the 
outbreak of World War I. A Council statement said ministers should not 
associate themselves with the celebration of violence which cost so many 
a 

¥ * *¥ 


A Mormon church is under construction. at Ebnat-Kappel in the Canton of St-« 
Gallen, Switzerland. There are about 4,000 Mormons in Switzerland, with 
170 missionaries. They already have a church at Zollikofen in the Canton 
of Berne. . 

* * * 


In Washington, D.C. Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish groups have begun 

a seven-week radio-television series "Encounter" employing dialogues to 
explore the relation of religion to civic and social issues. Cooperating in J 
the venture are the Catholic Archdiocese of Washington, the Council of Churche@ 
of Greater fesdegas tage and the Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington, 7 


* * * 


Krratum 
The meeting of the Directors Association of Evangelical Academies and Lay 
Training Centres will meet August 31 to September 5, and NOT August 18 to- 
August 22, as indicated in the Ecumenical Calendar, published by EPS on 
February Evil The meeting will be held on Iona, Scotland. 

EPS, Geneva 


No. 12 = 26th March, 1964 ‘MG 


SPECIAL REPORT: ASIAN CHURCHES PUBLISH OWN BRYMNAL 


A Report by Philippe Maury, Director, Department of Information, 
World Council of Churches. 


(Bangkok) ~ Asian churches may have found a solution to what a few years ago 
church music specialists still considered an "unsolved problem" - the pre- 
paration of genuinely indigenous hymns for use by the "younger churches", 


The East Asia Christian Conference (BACC), the cooperative agency of the 
Asian churches founded in 1959, has published a hymnal comprising 100 trad- 
itional Western hymns and 100 new Asian hymns. Its first printing of 4,00 
copies has almost sold out in less than two months, 


Previous attempts to prepare genuine Asian hymns had been sporadic and largely 
unsuccessful, There had been a general reluctance to employ Asian music for 
fear that, if modern it would appear to be "secular" and “irreligious", and 
that if traditional it would be too strongly marked by the influence of non- 


Christian religions, Also most of these hymns were composed in the local 
languages which were too numerous and different to serve as a common medium 
among. the churches. Compelled to use Western languages to communicate the 


churches simply adapted the classical Protestant hymns of the Western world. 


The situation was far from satisfactory and so the bold decision was made to 
prepare an Asian hymnal using Asian music and with words written by Asian 
Christians. It was Dr. D. T. Niles, the dynamic general secretary of the 
BACC who undertook the formidable task. 


A Methodist pastor from Jaffna, north Ceylon, "D.T." as he is known to his 
friends, is as fluent in English.as in his native Tamil. He also had one 
other great asset with which to begin his work - 25 years of extensive ecun- 
enical experience at the international level with a variety of organizations. 
Thus he possessed a first-hand knowledge of the hymnody of churches through- 
out the world. 


MWe started","D.T. says of the undertaking, "with the conviction that we ought 
to-make ASian music and poetry a part’of the Christian heritage. Our pur- 
pose was not only to produce a hymnal which Asian Christians could use in 
their regional conferences, but one which would also make a contribution to 
Western churches and to churches in Africa and Latin America; in short to the 
whole Christian community." 


The enterprise got underway with a circular letter to all the national councils 
of churches of Asia asking them to submit original hymns with verses in 
English if possible, or a translation in English to serve as the basis for 

the new verses to be composed. 


The problems of gathering such a collection varied from country to country, 
For instance, there were no real difficulties in finding Chinese hymns in 
English as an excellent collection had been made several years ago by a former 
China missionary, Dr. Frank Price. Japan also readily provided many hymns 

in English adapted from the Japanese originals. 


But other countries presented problems. In Indonesia, for instance, since 
the churches generally prefer to use Western tunes, it was necessary to select 
"secular" songs as the basis for the hymn tunes, Malaya presented a special 
problem as its churches use only Chinese and Western hymns. The solution 
here again, was to adapt the tune of a popular secular number. 
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Indian churches had many national hymn tunes, but several Indian church 
leaders objected to the adaptation of English words to the Indian music, 


In general, says Dr. Niles, “one of the major problems had been to find English 
words which fit the Asian music, especially in the case of Indian music and 

in some tribal music, The accent of the English language sometimes caused 
almost insurmountable problems. Further, most Asian music is sung in unison 
which raised the problem of harmonisation." 


Another problem centred about the theological content of the hymns. Most 
Agian, hymns are concerned with expressing the subjective experience of faith 
rather than the objective declaration of God's actions. As a result it was 
necessary to compose a selection of completely now hymns to provide a better 
balance, . | 


All the work of translation and composition which called for poetic insights 
as well.as technical skills and theological acumen was directed by "D.T,", 
He himself did a large part of the work, including the composition of words 
for 30° of the hymns. 


The responsibility for the music was handled by Mrs.. Shanti Rasanayajan, of 
Ceylon.in collaboration with Dr. and Mrs. John M. Kelly, missionaries. of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USa. Dr. Mathew Ogawa, EACC audio-visual 
expert, of Japan, supervised the printing. 


Among the 100 Asian nymns are 5 from the Karen language of Burma, 3 from the 
Dinhalese of Ceylon, 22 from Chinese sources, 10 from India, 5 from Indonesia, 
18 from Japan, 4 from Korea, one from Malaya, 2 from the Maoris in New Zealand, | 
5 .from:Pakistan,.10.from the Rhilippines,.¢ from Taiwan, 4 from Thailand ssand 
two by Australian authors, 


: 
: 
One of the weaknesses of the hymnal, according to D. T. Niles is the absence 
of any Orthodox hymns, but it is hoped to correct this in a new edition, a te 


The new hymnal which is covered in a maroon binding with a simple gold cross 
on its upper left hand corner received its baptism at the HACC!s Second 
AsSembly last month, in Bangkok, 


Par more than simply an overnight best-seller the new hymnal represents a 
great step forward in the etumenicsl struggle to help churchés share more 
fully their inherited spiritual riches and to express their unity, not only 
in service to mankind, but th worshig of Goa? . 


¥ 


(Copies are available from the Publications Officer, WCO, Geneva. Cost is 
approximately 8 Sw. Fr., plus postage) 
EPS, Geneva 
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AFRICAN CHURCHES STUDY 
ROLE OF LAITY 


(Kitwe, WN. Rhodesia) - Forty delegates from East, Central, and South Africa, 
have completed a week-long study here of ways of more actively involving the 
laity in the life and work of the churches. 


Se ee ee SI on) em arn 


The Consultation on Lay Training was co-sponsored by the World Council of 
Churches and the All Africa Conference of Churches. The host was the 
Mindola Ecumenical Foundation. 


Speaking of the role of congregations the 13-page consultation reportreproved 
the tendency which it said exists in many African churches to regard the 
laity as existing primarily to help the minister do his work, Rather, it 
said, it should be one of the minister's main tasks "to help the church mem- 
bers be the Church in the World. 


Ge —eee———eEEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeeeeeeeeee eee 


"Tf the preaching and teaching given in the local churchesare to be relevant 
to the life and work of laymen, the minister needs to enter into their daily 
lives and be conversant with the problems of their work'', the report declared. 
It suggested that clergy and laity should be engaged in a constant two-way 
dialogue in order to learn from each other. | 


The report recommended the setting up of lay training pilot projects super- 
vised by committees composed of representatives of theological colleges, lay 
training centres, and clergy and laity from local churches. It said such 
experiments should be carried on for a minimum of three years and should 
include projects for both rural and urban churches. 
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A section on lay training centres said these should not try to do the work of 
congregations, but should concentrate on specialised fields, including pioneer ~ 
schemes. It noted that trained staff is the key to success of such centres 
and, therefore, consideration should be given to making such centres mobiiu 
and investing funds in personnel rather than in buildings. 


Ideally, the report said, the need for such centres should grow out of a lay : 
training programme that functions and feels the need for a centre as pars “OL 
its work, It suggested the centres should be church-related, but should have 

\ 


a large degree of autonomy and they should be free to experiment. 


The consultation was the first of a series to be organized throughout the 
world, on the recommendation of the World Council's Third Assembly. A pre- 
liminary consultation was held at the WCC's Ecumenical Institute near Geneva 


in 1963, At the inaugural meeting of the All Africa Conference of Churches, 
in Kampala in April, 1963, a strong plea was made for more attention to lay 
training in Africa, EPS, Geneva 


"CHRISTIAN" POLITICAL PARTY 
PROPOSAL CRITICISED IN SWEDEN 


(Stockhoim) +» Plans to form a "Christian" political party in- Sweden have been 
sharply criticised by Swedish church. leaders. 


Dr. Martin Lindstrém, the Bishop of Lund, told newsmen that in his opinion a 
Separate Christian political party would be a "misfortune". 

The Free Church newspaper Dagen, in an article titled "No Thanks, Pastor 
Pethrus", said the role of Christians is not to form a separate party, but 
to work actively in those which already exist. It said that only the ind- 
ividual with a sectarian view of Christianity could find comfort in the thought 
of an independent political party. 


The initiative for the new party came from Pastor Lewi Pethrus, leader of the 
Swedish Pentecostal movement and certain religious groups in Smoland. A 
draft programme for the party called for radical reforms in certain govern 
ment social welfare measures and for the teaching of Christian knowledge and 
disciplines in the schools. EPS, Geneva 


METHODISTS RECRUIT SPECIAL 
TASK FORCH FOR WORK IN CONGO 


(New York) - A special task force of 15 unmarried men is being recruited to 
go to the Congo to work in Methodist mission projects in troubled areas where 
missionary families cannot serve. 


Most of the men will.be assigned to posts to help alleviate the teacher short-J 
" age. Others will work at mission stations in such tasks as supervising con- 
struction of school buildings and residences for agricultural demonstration | 
work, Still others will help with church extension programmes in the distr- @ 
icts. 


The recruits will have a three-month. orientation course in the’ United States, 
beginning mid-June of this year, to be followed by nine months of language 
study in Belgium. Arriving in the Congo in June, 1965, they will work for 
two years, with the option of extending their stay through a third year. 
EPS, Geneva 
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SCOTTISH CHURCH SEES ARMS 
SHIPMENT TO S. AFRICA AS "IMMORAL" 


(London) - The International Affairs Committee of the Congregational Union 

of Scotland has written to the British Foreign Office expressing "deep disquiet" 
over the British government's export of arms to South Africa. It called the 
policy “immoral", 


The protest was revealed with the publication this week of an exchange of 
correspondence between the Committee and the Foreign Office. 


The Committee's letter expressed concern over what it termed a "growing tide 
of unrest over. the whole African continent" and "a powerful move towards 
violence as the only practical method of obtaining the basic human rights 
for the under-privileged". The letter blamed apartheid for both these 
conditions. 


It continued: "While realising that other countries may well take over any 
abandoned arms trade, and that domestic hardship may well result from the 
threatened breakdown of contractual trade agreements between our two countries 
(the) Committee is compelled to point out that no motive can justify the 
immorality of Her Majesty's Government in professing support for the principles 
and Charter of United Nations while continuing to supply South Africa with 

@ variety of military material." 


The Foreign Office replied that the shipments were defensible because those 
arms being sent did not enable enforcement of the apartheid policy. ~ It 
said they were sent because of "South Africa's right. to self-defence under 
Article 51 of the (UN) Charter and the requirements which may arise for the 
maintenance of international peace and security ... " 


The Committee expressed itself dissatisfied with the reply and issued a4 
statement which declared: "Surely it must be evident that Her Majesty's 
Government's responsibility is to the people of this country, that they be 
completely dissociated from the basic policy of the South African government - 
that of apartheid; and to the nations of the whole world, that they be given 
a lead in keeping with the United Nations Security Council resolution of 
August 7, 1963, urging all member countries to ban export of arms to South 
Africa as long as apartheid prevails,'! EPS, Geneve 


KENYA OFFICIAL SAYS CHURCHES 
MUST END ‘DESTRUCTIVE ROLE! 


(Nairobi) - A Roman Catholic students! seminar here heard a Kenya government 
official warn that the Christian churches must abandon a role "destructive to 
African personality and society" which he charged thay had played in the past. 


"Tf the churches remain conservative and dogmatic people might be forced to 
make a choice between Africanism and Christianity", said Mwai Kibaki, 
Parliamentary Secretary for Economic Planning. 


He complained that the churches had "uprooted the African from his past by 
branding African customs, beliefs, dances, and songs,and the whole African 
social system as sinful and irrelevant to the modern Christian world. Lt is 
now time for the churches to change their teachings so as to fit the new 
Africa", he declared. 


Mr. Kibaki praised the people of Russia, Mainland China, and Cuba for their 
political revolution and their leaders for "inspiring them with a new political 
ideology". He said the people of Kenya needed an ideology to inspire them to 
Carry out social and economic revolution, but stressed that ''they should 
develop their own ideology and not just borrow one from the West". 


EPS, Geneva 
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SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 
DEPOSES BISHOP 


(Belgrade ) - The Holy Synod ‘of the’ Serbian Orthodox Church at its annual 
session here voted to depose Bishop Dionissiye of the church in the United 
States for the "violation of his oath, disobedience, schism ... and a life 
unbecoming to an ecclesiastic", 


A communiqué issued by the Holy Synod reported that at the church's assembly 
in November in the United States, Bishop Dionissiye had broken connections 
with the Holy Synod and that this assembly had elected a bishop coadjutor. 
The Holy Synod declared this decision contrary to canon law, null and void. 


A spokesman for the Holy Synod told news representatives that the action to 
depose the bishop originated as the result of complaints of members of the 
church in the United States and not from the Holy Synod, 


He said the Synod rejected categorically claims by the bishop that the Holy 
Synod's action "hides political motives because (the bishop) is known to 
hold anti-Communist views". He Said none-of the Charges made against the 
bishop had any political contents. 


"To read the judgement is enough to see that (the charges) refer exclusively 

to wrongdoings in matters of morality and honesty which no Christian church 
worthy of the name could tolerate. As to the bishop's political Opinions they 
are not new and the Holy Synod certainly did not discover them just recently", 
he said, EPS, Geneva 


MISSION LEADERSDISCUSS ANGOLA. 
WITH PORTUGAL OFFICIAL 


(Lisbon) - Four US and Canadian missionary leaders have held conversations 
here with Portuguese Foreign Minister Franco Norgueira on the situation of 
Protestant missions in Angola, 


No official report of the talks was issued. However, Agence France Presse 
reported that "the impression prevails that the conversations were cordial" 
and that the North American delegation "left Lisbon satisfied With the 
contacts", 


The mission leaders represented the United Church of Christ (USA) and the 


United Church of Canada. EPS, Geneva 
' 


ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST TO TRACH 
AT TAIWAN PROTESTANT SEMINARY 


(Tainan) ~ The appointment of a Roman Catholic priest to teach Roman Catholic 
theology at thé Protestant Tainan Theological College, has been announced 
here by Seminary principal Professor .. #. Hwang. 


Nn nae ee ne ee 


The new faculty member is Father Gabriel Iy who will give two courses a week 
at the seminary. His teaching will lay particular emphasis on questions 
concerning mariology, 


The seminary has upwards of 300 students and is supported by the Presbyterian, 
Baptist, and Lutheran churches. ) EPS, Geneva 
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INTERNATIONAL GROUP WILL STUDY 
CONGREGATION!'S MISSIONARY STRUCTURE 


(Geneva) - The forms and structures churches should adopt best to fulfil their 
missionary task will be the subject of a week-long working conference starting 
here April 9. | , 


Some 50 theologians, church executives, local ministers, and laity from 29 
countries will attend a meeting of the Emlarged Working Committee of the 
Department of Studies in Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. All 
the participants gre members of WCC-sponsored regional working groups engaged 
in the study on "The Missionary Structure of the Congregation". 


Participants will include Professor J. C. Hoekendijk of the University of 
Utrecht; Professor GeorgesCasalis of the Protestant Theological ; 
waculty ‘of Paris; general superintendent Gunter Jacob of Cottbus, 
Bast Germany; Canon John Taylor, London, general secretary of the Church 
Missionary Society; the Rev. Colin Williams, director of the Evangelism Depart- 
ment of the National Council of Churches (USA); and the Rev. Emilio Castro, 
of Uruguay, World Student Christian Federation leader. 


The preparatory material illustrates the wide range of topics connected with 
the theme. 


One paper from Bast Germany states: "The minister is a member of the body of 
Christ like all other members. We must resolutely give up the monopolistic 
conecoption of the ministry." It adds that each congregation in the East Waals 
have to be a brotherhood or consist of brotherhoods or else witness Way. be 
impossible. 


A paper from North America speaking of the training of the ministry suggests: 
"Tf it is true that ministry and laity are identical, that the laymen are 

the ministers, the recruiting agencies and the seminaries would have to include 
the laity in the training (or they would need to acknowledge that their enter- 
prises are not primarily concerned with the training for the ministry)." 


Another paper from the USA dealing with the Church in the racial revolution 
remarks: "There is need in the Church for frank discussion as to what is at 
stake for society in the (racial) revolution. In this connection it has been 
said that the two most important groups in the revolution are the White 
Citizens! Councils and the Black Muslims. Why ? Because both groups know - 
and are saying so - that this revolution means the end of the Southern (and 
perhaps - in the case of the Black Muslims - the American and Western) way of 
i Rei a 


Another paper taking up the idea of "cells" says: "However, such cells will 
not fulfil our hopes if they are not formed around concrete needs which pere 
manently or temporarily challenge the congregation in the midst of its world 
of movement and tension. Instead of talking about cells we would therefore 
rather talk about ‘witness and service groups', or even better of ‘little 
congregations !." Diseussing the danger of these groups the paper concludes: 
"But the potentiality of the little congregation! is still greater than the 
initial danger. By forming itself inductively in given areas and situations 
the ‘little congregation! might show traditional local congregations how a 
missionary congregation could possibly be structured. In so doing it would 
prepare the way for such structures." EPS, Geneva 
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POPE SPEAKS OF HOPES FOR 
UNITY IN HOLY WEEK SERMON 


(Rome) - Pope Paul VI in a sermon on Maundy Thursday evening declared that 
he hoped one day to see the Orthodox and Anglican churches "resume again their 
honorable place in the only and universal fold of Christ". 


As for the other "Christian communities born of the 16th century Reformation’, 
the Pope expressed the ae that there will be "progress towards a perfect 
communion!, : 


* 

In the meantime, he said, “we look in mutual respect and reciprocal esteem 
for means of reducing the distance which separates us and of practising the 
charity which we hope one day, to see triumphant', HPS, Geneva 


DON'T JUDGE SPANISH CHURCH 
TOO HARSHLY, R.C. LEADER ASKS 


(Utrecht) - Father Leo Alting, director of the Dutch Centre for Documentation . 
at the Vatican, said during a press conference here that the attitude of 
spanish Roman Catholics towards Protestants should not be judged too harshly. 


He reported that the ecumenical movement is steadily gaining ground in Spain, 
noting theret for a long time Spain had lived in isolation and had not been ; 
in touch with the intellectual movements in Europe. Now, he said, thanks 

to Vatican Council II Roman Catholics in Spain are waking up. a 
EPS, Geneva 


HO STEP UP IN ATE Toe 
PROPAGANDA REPORT IN EB. GERMANY 


peach. - Dr. Ernst Wilm, prases of the Church of Westphalia Be in 
a TV interview here that in contrast to the USSR atheist PROnPaanee has not 
He aan in Hast Germany. 


While the atmosphere is strongly marked by communist and se wee philosophy, 
he said, "those.Christians who really confess their faith are taken seriously", 


He noted that in East German weddings, confirmations, and baptisms are matters — 
of genuine decision, because "people do not do these things just because they 
are being donde, 


Tagesspiegel, the West Berlin daily, reports that the. head of the newly- 
created faculty for scientific atheism at Jena University, East Germany, has 
called for an intensification. of atheistic propaganda in East Germany: because 
"Christian faith is a bad influence and. makes people less willing to Gaetan 
socialist ideas and aims. ‘ 


"Atheism should be an. integral part of ideological Cen teaching, but 
atheist propaganda should not reach the extent where it makes it impossible 

for Christians to participate in the great work of socialist reconstruction", © 
he said, BPS, Geneva’. ; a 
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SEVILLE ARCHBISHOP'S PASTORAL CALLS 
FOR "CHARITY" TOWARD NON-CATHOLICS 


(Madrid) - José Maria Cardinal Bueno y Montreal, Archbishop of Seville, in a 
pastoral letter issued here called for charity on the part of Spanish Roman 
Catholics in dealing with "our separated brethren". 


He declared that Nour security in the Catholic truth does not authorize us to 
decide as to the good or ill faith of those in greater or lesser errors", 


The pastoral, which was published in Ecclesia, a leading Catholic Action 
weekly, strongly stressed the differences which it said existed between the 
various Protestant bodies in Spain. 


"Special difficulty arises from certain Protestant sects which carry on 
offensive proselytism", the archbishop said, contrasting the alleged behavi- 
our of these sects with what he called the "correct attitude" of "Anglicans 
and Evangelicals. 


"There are Protestants", he continued, "who, not content with professing their 
belief, try to buy the apostasy of our less sophisticated brethren by gifts 
and promises of material benefits, and attack the Eucharist, the Virgin Mary, 
or the Pope. That this sometimes happens is shown by the distribution in 
seville itself of blasphemous pamphlets by certain sects," 


However, Cardinal Bueno emphasized the moral rectitude and sincerity of the 
majority of Protestants, who "although they belong to a different Christian 
community than ours may be living in God's grace, sustained by their faith in 
Christ, and may succeed in attaining a high degree of sanctity, because the 
Spinat of God: is’ fruitful: in: them also". EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC JOURNAL DEFENDS NCC: 
CONDEMNS SEN. THURMOND'S ATTACK 


(Notre Dame) = A Roman Catholic journal has condemned a Southern legislator's 
charge that the National Council of Churches'(USA) support of civil rights 
legislation constituted "lobbying" that could deprive it of tax-exempt status. 
(BPS No. 12) 


Ave Maria, a weekly published by the Holy Cross Fathers here, said Sen. Strom 
Thurmond, a Democrat from South Carolina, erred in the belief that the 
Silence of churchmen could be bought through economic pressure. 


"No one will be confused about the Senator's real motive", said Ave Maria in 
its April 4 issue, "Tt's not the abuse of tax exemptions that bothers him; 
it's opposition to segregation." EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC SCHOOL CONFERS HONORARY 
DOCTOR OF LAWS DEGREE ON DR. FRY 


(Washington, D.C.) - Georgetown University, a Roman Catholic institution here, 
has conferred an honorary doctor of laws degree on Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, and 
praised his efforts on behalf of "genuine harmony" among different Christian 
groups, 


Dr. Fry, president of the Lutheran Church in America and chairman of the World 
Council of Churches' Central and Executive Committees, was described in an ac- 
_companying citation as: "A man who, amid the turmoil and turbulence with which 
our age is beset, has consistently devoted himself to the task of promoting 
genuine harmony, despite differing opinions, among professed followers of 
eet Gi ies oi EPS, Geneva 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP PROPOSES DISCARDING 
MIXED-MARRIAGE PLEDGES 


(St. Meinrad, Ind.) - Roman Catholic Bishop John K. Mussio of Steubenville, 
Ohio, has suggested that non-Catholics marrying Catholics should no longer 
be required to pledge that they will rear their children as Catholics. 


He also proposed that a wedding ceremony between a Catholic and non-Catholic 
be held tn a church before the altar, instead of in the rectory or sacristy. 


The Roman Catholic leader advanced his views in an article appearing in the 
April issue of Marriage magazine, a family monthly published here by St. 
Meinrad Archabbey,. 


Concerning the pre-marital pledges for non-Catholics, he said that 'these 
promises, in many instances, encourage deceit on the part of one or both 
parties to the mixed marriage". 


Further, he said, the pledge tends to "break down the religious integrity of 
an upright non-Catholic partner to marriage" who has "his own duty to fulfil 
before God", 


Speaking of the vedaine ceremony in mixed marriages he said it should be con- 
ducted "with all the religious atmosphere possible. To think we will dis- 
courage them by demanding they come in the 'back door! of a drab and bare 
marriage ceremony is a mistaken idea. 


"To make the candidates stand in the rectory or the sacristy for the ceremony 
only engenders a sense of rejection and resentment in both of the parties. = 
These young people belong in the church, before the altar, with everything 
given that enhances the spiritual na iay of the step they are taking." 


The prelate also suggested that the minister of the non-Catholic partner _ 
"could be invited to be present" at the wedding rites and afterwards could 
give "his personal blessing to the couple. 


"IT am certain", he added, "that this concession would give to the non-Catholic 
party a sense of being represented, as one belonging, and not just tolerated'. 
HPS, Geneva 


ISRAELI COURT SENTENCES 
STUDENTS FOR ATTACK ON SCHOOL 


(Jerusalem) - An Israeli court has convicted 104 rabbinical students for an 
attack last September on a Roman Catholic school here. The sentences ranged 
from prison terms of from two to six weeks to fines from £25 to £100. 


Handing down the court's decision the judge underlined the gravity of intol- 
erance, noting that the Jewish people so often thomselves had been. its 
victims. 


During the trial the defence lawyer had denounced what he claimed was the 
hostile attitude of various Roman Catholic journals to Israel. 
EPS, Geneva 
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STUDENTS REPORT NEW TRENDS 
IN CZECH MARXIST IDEOLOGY 


(Gottingen) - & group of visiting Czech theological students reported here 
that Marxists in Czechoslovakia are Slowly revising their beliefs about 
Christianity. They attributed the change especially to two influences: 
the social encyclical of Pope John XXIII and the Speeches of West German 
church leader Dr. Martin Niemdller. 


They said Marxist philosophy is moving towards a kind of "Marxist Humanism" 
in which man is seen as the centre of attention and the aim of history is 
viewed as "the humanisation of man", BPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The United Church of Christ (USA) has urged its congregations in the states 
of Wisconsin and North and South Dakota to initiate projects for improving 
education and employment prospects for American Indian youth. 


* PAT | brat 


The sudden death on March 16 of Dr. Henry W. Mack, of Dumaguete, Philippines, 
executive. director of the South East Asia Radio Project, at Banilad, Philip- 
pines, is reported from Manila. Dr. Mack, an American, had held a number of 
prominent positions in the Philippine National Council of Churches and since 
1954 had been administrative director of Station DYSR, in Manila. Harlier, 
he had served for four years as head of the Silliman University Bible Depart- 
ment. Mr. Thomas W. Lung, executive director of the Audio-Visual Kvange lism 
Committee of the Hong Kong Christian Council has been named acting director 
of the South East Asia Radio Projects The Project has been set up in 
cooperation with the Hast Asia Christian Conference, 


* * * 


A concentrated aid programme for Evangelical churches of German Orie in wy 
South America has been announced by the West German branch of the Gustav 
Adolf Society, a society of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID). Most 
of the aid will go to churches in Argentina, Brazil, and Chile for such proe 
jects as construction of theological training centres, churches, and parish 
halls, 
*¥ * 


Twenty European Reformed and Lutheran theologians will meet in Basle, Swit- 
zerland, April 6 - 10, for study and discussion of the relationships of the 

two traditions on the continent. The meeting will be held under auspices of 
the Faith and Order Department of the World Gouncil of Churches in cooperation 
with the World Presbyterian Alliance and the Lutheran World Federation, 

Meeting theme will be "The Presence of God and the Word of God". . 


* * 
Some eighty South American YMCA leaders met recently at, Pirlapolis, Brazil, 
to study the role of the "Y" as a Christian lay and ecumenical movement, 


Almost all of the YMCA members of the South American Confederation were rep- 
resented. Dr. Hugo Roland of Montevideo was Conference president. 


PANS ara * 


os 
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A visit to the United States by Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, supreme 
leader of Hastern Orthodoxy, will take place in 1965, instead of later this 
year, it has been announced in New York. Archbishop LIakovos, head of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America, said that the Patriarch 
will be in the USA from April’ through June of' next year, 


* * * 


Religious and other organizations throughout Denmark are collecting signatures 
on petitions protesting against birth control "lessons" now being given in 

the country's schools, The campaign was sparked by a recent Danish tele- 
‘vision programme for schools in which children were told where contraceptives 
could be bought and how they are to be used. 


* * * 


A deeree issued this year by the Cuban government designated Good Friday and 
Holy Saturday as national holidays, This was a reversal of the stand the 
government took last year against traditional Holy Week observances. 


Gad hee thier HA 


Methodists for Church Renewal, a newly organized unofficial group of American 
Methodist ministers and laymen, is planning "freedom rides" and other demon- 
strations to impress on the church's General Conference the "urgency of racial 
justice and fellowship within the church", Special buses bearing integration 
banners and slogans will make a "pnilgrimage to Pittsburgh", where the quad. 
rennial General Conference opens April 26. 


* * * 


Marion Leard, Los Angeles, Calif., a former Bréthren Volunteer Service worker 
in Europe, will go to Yugoslavia this month to set up a summer work camp in 
the earthquake-levelled city of Skopje. A six-man Brethren-Mennonite team 
helped erect a hundred homes there last year, financed by member churches of 
the World Council of Churches. The Brethren are seeking personnel for the 
camp. . 

¥* * * 


Methodist churches in Scandinavia have issued a fund appeal to help rebuild 
a Methodist church in Skopje, Yugoslavia, damaged in the earthquake last year. 


*¥ * * 


Two university professors convicted of trespass violations have been sentenced 
in Hillsboro, N.C., (USA)-to 90 days on a road gang after they told a judge 
they might again protest against racial discrimination by taking part in Bat | 
in demonstrations. They are Prof. Robert T. Osborne, associate professor 

of religion at Duke University Divinity School, Durham, N.C., and Prof. 
William Wynn, psychology professor at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. 


¥ * | 


More than 2,300,000 signatures have been collected to petitions protesting 
the proposed reduction in the number of hours devoted to religious instruction 
in the upper secondary schools in Sweden. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC DELEGATION 
VISITS RUMANIA 


(Bucharest) - A four-member World Council of Churches delegation has conclu- 
ded a two-weeks! visit in Rumania as guests of Orthodox Patriarch Justinian, 


The major purpose of the visit was to acquaint Rumanian church leaders, par- 
ticularly professors and students at the various theological seminaries, 
with the recent developments in the faith and order movement. 


The seminaries visited included those of both the Protestant and Orthodox 
churches at Cluj and Sibiu in Transylvania, and the Orthodox institution at 
Neamtu in Moldavia. 


At the Orthodox Institute in Bucharest the WCC delegation met for an inten- 
Sive two-day session of theological discussions with both Protestant and 
Orthodox leaders. Discussions at this meeting centred on the questions 
raised by the Fourth World Conference on Faith and Order held in 1963, in 
Montreal, Canada. . 


The Rumanian church leaders had prepared for the meeting by careful study 
and a preliminary joint Protestant-Orthodox conference. 


Members of the WCC delegation were Professor André Benoit, of the University 
of Strasbourg; Dr. Reinhard Slencezka, of the University of Heidelburg; 
Professor Kurt Stalder, of the University of Berne; and Dr. Lukas Vischer, 
research secretary of the WCC's Faith and Order Department. BPS, Geneva 
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COVENTRY CROSS AT 
NEW YORK WORLD'S FAIR 


(New York) - A solemn service of dedication of the famed Charred Cross of 
Coventry Cathedral will take place at 11 a.m., Saturday, April 11, at the 
Protestant and Orthodox Centre at the World's Fair here. 


The Very Rev. H. C. N. Williams, provost of the Cathedral Church of St. Michael 
in Coventry, will speak at the dedicatory rites for the cross which is formed 
from two charred timbers from the roof of the old cathedral, destroyed by 
bombing in 1940. Thea eross, which has become a twentieth century symbol 

of reconciliation, will be put in place in the music garden of the Centre in 
front of a wall on which the words "Father Forgive" are inscribed. 


Visitors will see the Charred Cross during the two years of the Fair. 
Attending the inauguration of the unique loan will be representatives of the 
German mission to the United Nations, the British and German consulates in 
New York City, and of the presidium of the World Council of Churches. 


The US Conference of the World Council of Churches, an organization te aeee 
of the Council's thirty member churches in this country, is sponsoring the 
Cross at the Fair. The Protestant Council of the City of New York, .with 
Orthodox cooperation, has erected the Protestant and Orthodox Centre. 

EPS, Geneva 


THBOLOGY STUDENTS ASK 
STUDY OF PASTOR'S ROLE 


(Strasbourg) - An interdenominational meeting of French-speaking theology 
students here has called upon the churches to undertake new studies of the role 
of the parish pastor. 


The students, from France, Switzerland, and Belgium, said a broader concept 
of the traditional role of the pastor is required in view of the demands of 
the many different structures of society. 


They suggested such a study should be concerned with ways in which ordained 

_ ministers can fulfil a non-pastoral function in the Church. :. Further, they 
said, such a study should include ways of providing laymen with appropriate 
theological training which would enable them more effectively to use their 
particular gifts. EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC THEOLOGIAN URGES 
TOLERANCE OF MIXED MARRIAGES 


(Bonn) - A prominent Roman Catholic RORY PAU ee said here that the Roman 
Catholic Church should not confuse marriages which it does not consider valid 
with "concubinage" if the partners regard their marriage as "an irrevocable 
union". Professor Thomas Sartory, professor of dogmaticsa and ecumenical theo- 
logy at the University of Salzberg, Austria, urged. that the Roman Catholic. 
Church view confessionally mixed marriages with greater tolerance. Such 
unions he said, should be regarded by the church more from the pastoral point 

of view -than ihe theological and the spiritual adviser of mixed marriage 

couples should be concerned equally with both partners, as well aswith their 
children. . | EPS, Geneva 
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BISHOP'S WIFE JAILED 
IN FLORIDA RIGHTS PROTEST 


(St. Augustine, Fla.) - Some 283 u.egroes and whites were arrested in five 
days of racial demonstrations that began here Laster weekend. National 
attention has centred on one of them — the 72-year-old wife of a retired 
Protestant Episcopal bishop, .'rs. j’alcolm Peabody. 


Mrs. Peabody, who is also the mother of :assachusetts Governor Endicott 
Peabody, was charged with trespassing, being an undesirable guest (at the 
Ponce de Leon liotor Lodge), and conspiracy. With several others, «rs. 
Peabody chose to spend two nights in jail rather than pay bail. 


Others arrested in the demonstrations, coordinated by the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, included the Rev. William Sloane Coffin, Jr., chaplain 
at Yale University and one of the first "freedom riders" in the South; the 
Rev, William England, Boston University chaplain; Dr. David Miller of Yale 
Medical School; the Rev. Arthur Brandenburg, Methodist chaplain at Yale; 
Prof. J,» Lawrence Burkholder of Harvard Divinity School; and the Rev. 
Jacques Bossiére, a Protestant “%piscopal minister from Paris now teaching at 
Yale, 


Most of the arrested demonstrators were young Negroes from St. Augustine. 
Nearly all of these were later released in the custody of their parents. 


On saster Sunday in Jackson, Mississippi, Bishop James K. Mathews, Boston, 

and Bishop Charles Golden, Nashville, head of the all-Negro Central Juris- 
diction of the Methodist Church, were -barred from services at Galloway 

Methodist church, the largest Methodist church in Mississippi. Seven other 
ministers also were arrested when they tried to attend taster services at 
another liethodist church in Jackson with two Jegro youths. (See Special 

Report this issue.) EPS, Geneva , 


BAPTIST LIBRARY 
ATTRACTS MUSLIMS 


(Dar-es-Salaam) - More people visited the Baptist Library in Dar-es-Salaam, 
Tanganyika, during the first week of Ramadan, the Muslim month of fasting, 
than in any such period before, reports missionary James G. Tidenberg. 


"It was encouraging that during their religious observance liuslims wanted 
to read about Christianity", commented ir. Tidenberg. Ramadan is. a month 
of solemn Muslim observance during which adults do not eat or drink from 
sunrise to sunset, 


The first Muslim’ to profess faith in Christ as a result of the library wit- 
ness did so during tamadan, ‘ir. Tidenberg said. He said others also are 
interested in becoming Christians. 


The library provides Bibles and scripture portions in four languages, as 
well as books about Christianity in Swahili and iinglish. Counsellors are 
also available to answer questions. It is located in a predominantly 
Muslim area of the city, just across from the largest african market in 
Tanganyika, EPS, Geneva 
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KOENIG SEES IMPROVED 
CHURCH-STATE- RELATIONS IN EAST 


(Boston) - Franz Cardinal Koenig, Archbishop of Vienna, said here that Ronan 
Catholic Church relations with Eastern European countries have noticeably 
improved since the start of the Second Vatican Council. 


Arriving here for a 17-day lecture tour of the USA at the request of the 
Paulist Fathers, Cardinal Koenig specifically mentioned Yugoslavia and Hungary 
in a press conference. 


He said relations with Yugoslavia are considerably improved and that there has 
been "some improvement" in those with the Budapest government, . 


During his press conference, Cardinal Koenig expressed his opinion that there 


ie a need for a: "fourth session" of the Second Vatican Council. Declarations 
by Pope Paul VI and high-ranking churchmen had indicated that the third session, 
to start in September, would be the last. EPS, Geneva © 


CHURCH LEADERS CONDEMN 
BANTU LAWS BILL 


(Johannesburg) - Two more Anglican bishops have criticised the proposed Bantu 
Laws Amendment Bill now before Parliament. (EPS No. 12) 


The Rt. Rev. Edward Knapp-Fisher, Bishop of Pretoria, writing in his diocesan 
magazine, protested against the "inhumanity" of the Bill and its "dangerous 
implications for this country at large''. 


The Bishop of Kimberley and Kuruman, the Rt. Rev. Philip Wheeldon, in an 
article in his diocesan magazine, said practices provided for in the Bill, in 
effect, "amount to slave labour" and "perpetuate. and extend the. system of 
migrant labour". | EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN LUTHERAN FREE CHURCH 
LEADERS ANNOUNCE UNION PLAN 


(Hanover) - Plans for the ultimate merger of the three Lutheran Free Churches 
in Germany were announced here at.a meeting of leaders of the groups involved. 


The Lutheran Free Churches, which represent a total constituency of approx= ° 
imately 73,000, presently cooperate in the Working Commission of Free Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Churches in Germany. They are the Bvangelical Lutheran 
(Old Lutheran) Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church, and the Indepen- 
dent Evangelical Lutheran Church, with memberships of 38,000, 15,000, and 
20,000 respectively. EPS, Geneva 


SWEDISH FREE CHURCH LEADERS 
FEAR GOVERNMENT INTERFERENCE 


(Stockholm) - Leaders of the Free Churches in Sweden have announced they will 
protest a recent government action to prevent young children from attending 
meetings of the Maranatha revival movement. 


The governnent had.taken the action at the request of the Swedish National 
Social Welfare Board. The Maranatha meetings are reportedly characterised 
by ecstatic states sometimes so severe they require police intervention. The 
Free Church leaders announced they would protest the action as undue inter- 
ference by authorities. They warned that the Free churches must be on their 7 
guard because "tomorrow it might be a question of the authorities interfering — 
in Free Church youth work". . EPS, Geneva 
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WCC OFFICES TO 
TRANSFER NEXT WHEK 


(Geneva) = The offices ofthe World Council of Churches will be transferred 
next week to the WCC's new headquarters building in Geneva. 


The move will relocate the 250-member staff from offices at Nos. 17 and 39 
route de Malagnou on the south side of Lake Geneva to a site on the north 
side in the suburb of Grand Saconnex,. 


The new mailing address will be 150 route de Ferney, C.P. Geneva 20. All mail 
sent to the old address will be forwarded. 


Although the office areas of the new headquarters are ready a good deal of 
work is still required on other portions of the new headquarters, notably in 
the central block which includes the main entrance hall, chapel, and exhib- 
ition area, | 


For this reason, the new building will not be formally dedicated until Ree aee 


The approximately 100 staff persons of the other organizations which now 
occupy office space at the WCC's headquarters also will move into the new 
building. These agencies include: the Lutheran World Federation, the United 
Bible Societies, the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School 
Association, the World Presbyterian Alliance, the Brethren Service Commission, 
and the representative in Europe of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA. 


The new $3,000,000 headquarters was financed by contributions received from 
the WCC!s 208 member churches of the Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and Old 
Catholic confessions and individuals around the world, and from the Geneva 
city and cantonal authorities. 


It was made necessary by the growing number of staff added as the World 
Council's work has expanded. The present ge Tee a consists of a series 
of converted chalets and wooden barracks, EPS, Geneva 


IS VATICAN COUNCIL RESPONSIBLE 
FOR CONVERSION DECLINE ? 


(Liverpool) - Responses to a public opinion poll indicate that some British 
Roman Catholics attribute the decline in conversions to their church in recent 
years to the effects of the Second Vatican Council. 


An analysis of the first 312 responses in a poll conducted by the national 
Catholic Information Centre, according to Centre director Father Francis Ripley, 
shows that "by far the most outstanding reason mentioned" for the decline is 
"the effects of the Second Vatican Council". 


He said many “attribute the decline to the present friendly attitude of offi- 
Cials in the church to non-Catholics and judge that this has had the effect 
of leading the separated brethren to believe not only that one church is as 
good as another, but that we (Roman Catholics) are coming to think that way 
also", 


The Roman Catholic weekly, The Universe, sharply criticised the poll as pre- 
liminary and representing the views of only those with "already strongly 
committed.views - the inveterate letter-writers newspaper offices know so well" 


The number of canversions to Roman Catholicism has declined sharply in the 
past four years. The figure in 1962, for instance, was 13,000 - three 
thousand less than in 1959. . EPS, Geneva 


No. 14 = 9th April, 1964 6 


CHURCHES URGED TO AVOID 
THEOLOGICAL JUSTIFICATION OF VAR 


(Minneapolis) - Christian doctrine does not require the belief that war is 
inevitable, according to a statement submitted to the 5,000 congregations of | 
the American Lutheran Church (ALC) for study and debate. 


The statement does not advocate pacifism, but urges: the church to avoid giving 
religious or theological justification for any war. It suggests that the 
idea of a "just war" can too easily become a slogan - "an easy cover for 
naked power struggles among the nations". 


The statement, "The Issues of War and Peace", was approved by the ALC'ts Com- 
mission on Research and Social Action and will be considered by the ALC's 
biennial convention October 20 - 27 in Columbus, Ohio. EPS, Geneva 


U.S. CHURCHES SEND RADIO 
TRANSMITTERS TO ASIA 


(San Francisco) - Three radio transmitters have been sent to the churches of 
Southeast Asia as a gift of US churches through the Radio, Visual, Education, 
and Mass Communication Committee of the National Council of Churches. 


The three transmitters were built over a period of 18 months by seven elec-— 
tronic engineers in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, who volunteered their time and built 
them at cost. Funds for the transmitters, whish cost about $25,000 were 
given by the Committee. 


One transmitter is a powerful 50,000 watts and the other two are 10,000 each. 
The first will be installed in Dumaguete City, the Philippines, where a new 
interdenominational church-sponsored short-wave station, DYN-5, will broadcast 
to Burma, Thailand, Hong Kong, Malaysia, and Indonesia. One of the small 
transmitters will replace a 5,000 watt installation at station DYSR, owned 
and operated by the Philippine Christian Council. The second will go to a 
church-sponsored FM station in Manila. EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH GOVERNMENT AUTHORISES 
PUBLICATION OF NEW EVANGELICAL BOOKS 


(Madrid) - The Spanish Ministry of Ta ormae nan and Tourism has authorised the 
publication of three evangelical books, 


The action was taken following.receipt of petitions from the Legal Defense 
Commission of the Evangelical Churches. The books will be published by the 
Federation of Independent Evangelical Churches, EPS, Geneva 


FOUR NEW CHAPELS TO BE OPENED 
IN SPAIN 


(Madrid) ~ The Spanish Ministry of Home Affairs has authorised the opening of 
four Evangelical Chapels as the result of petitions submitted by the Legal 
Defence Commission of the Evangelical Churches. ih: 


They are: one in Valencia which had been closed since 1961; one in La Coruna | 


closed since 1955; and two at Molins de Rey and San Baudilio de Llobregat, 
near Barcelona. Three of these chapels belong to the Baptists and one to 
the Adventist community of La Coruna, EPS, Geneva 
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KENYA LEADER ASKS AFRICAN 
LEADERSHIP IN ALL CHURCHES 


(Nairobi) - Mr. Tom Mboya, Kenya's minister of Justice and Constitutional 
Affairs, in a speech here, stressed the "urgent need" for the "Africanization 
of the hierarchies" of all churches in “ast .frica. 


"Africans would like to feel the churches are their own and not run by 
strangers from outside Kenya", he told a seminar, 


He said he strongly believed that churches in Africa had a "secure future", 
but emphasized "they must take into account the social and economic forces 
as well as the political ones which now exist in the new Africa, 


"Missionaries of all denominations", Mr. Mboya declared, "have tended in the 
past to identify themselves with the colonial powers and have failed to 
Speak out on many actions which conflict with Christian teaching", 


For that reason, he said, it was important that churches help African 
nationalist leaders in the struggle against white minority rule in Angola, 
Mozambique, Southern Rhodesia, and the Union of South Africa. BPS, Geneva 


CLERGYMEN APPEAL TO KHRUSHCHEV 
ON RESTRICTIONS AGAINST JEWS 


(Shite Plains, N.Y.) - Fifty Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish clergy- 
men in 16 communities of “ew York State have Signed an appeal to Premier 
Khrushchev calling on him to lift restrictions against the religious and 
cultural life of the.estimated three million Jews in Russia. 


The plea was made in a letter, strongly condemning anti-Semitism in the 
Soviet Union, sent by Rabbi Jacob K. Shankman of New Rochelle, head of the 
Westchester County Council of Rabbis, to the Russian ambassador in Vashing- 
ton D.C., for transmission to ir. Khrushchev. 


Specifically the letter asked that the Russian government permit reopening 
of closed Jewish seminaries and Synagogues, that imprisoned synagogue lead.~ 
ers be freed, and that the ban on the baking of matzoh and on the distribu- 
tion of ritual articles and prayerbooks be rescinded. EPS, Geneva 


U-S. CHURCHES TO PREPARE 
STUDENTS FOR CIVIL RIGHTS WORK 


(New York) ~ The National Council of Churches will conduct a two-week orien- 
tation programme for college students who plan to spend their summer vacation 
period working for civil rights causes, 


Present plans call for one training session to be held at Berea (Ky. ) 
College, If there is sufficient demand others may be held in other areas, 


The sessions will emphasize training in literacy teaching skills and voter 
registration techniques. Students will also be briefed on the living and 
working conditions they will meet during their volunteer service in both 

iegro and white communities of the South. PS, Geneva 
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AUSTRIAN ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP 
ADVOCATES UNITY OF FAITH, BUT NOT OF RITES 


(Innsbruck, Austria) - Upon the achievement of unity the v 
should maintain their own rites and disciplines, Bishop Ru 
apostolic administration of Innsbruck-Feldkirch, Austria, 


The only requirement for reunion was unity in the realm of 
all agreement on the nature of the Church, he declared. 

profound reason for division between the Roman Catholic an 
lay in their differing conceptions of authority within. the 
nature of the Church. The divisions with Protestant chur 


arious confessims 
sch, head of th 
said recently. 


faith and abcve 
He said the most 
d Orthodox churches 
Church. and the 
ches also were 


based on differing conceptions of the nature of the Church, he noted. 


"HUMANIST COUNSELLOR" DENIES 
HE WILL PROSELYTISE 


(The Hague) - The first thumanist counsellor! appointed to 
forces said here that he had no intention of introducing ! 
or of conducting propaganda for the humanist way of life, 
servicemen. 


Onithe) contrary,. Saigo Mr Bide Sap e, ey mda be Ror eer 
advice from him and in whom he discerns "a desire for a re 
life' to a clergyman. 


EPS, Geneva 


the Dutch armed 
humanist preaching! 
in his work with 


vicemen who seek 
ligious view of 


Mr. Lips! comments followed charges by the senior chaplain of the Dutch armed 
forces, the Rev. B. A. Bos, that the appointment of the thumanist counsellor! 


"opened the door to a non-church trend". 


In a circular distributed to all armed services chaplain Mr. Bos called upon 


his colleagues not to undertake any joint actions with the 
sellors! and not to put any rooms for. pastoral interviews 


The circular noted that servicemen who leave blank the que 
church: membership fall under the humanist ministry. Howe 
of the churches, it said, to care for thoseestranged from 
fringes of the Church and the ‘humanist counsellors! must 
overstep the bounds of their competence. 


The Dutch Parliament recently approved the appointment of 
counsellors! to the armed services. (EPS No. 10) 


"REPENTANCE CHURCH" 
PLANNED AT DACHAU 


(Berlin) - Dr. Kurt Scharf, chairman of the Council of the 
in Germany, (EBKID), has A naned a fund-raising campaign a 
estants for support for the building of a 'repentance chur 
the grounds of the notorious Nazi concentration camp at Da 


"Tn the place where men were despised, insulted, humiliated, 


he said, "Christ will be proclaimed, Christ who is the bro 
are persecuted or in distress and who summons us to solida 


'He calls us to repentance and offers us forgiveness of al 
us His peace and shows us the path to reconciliation among 
to works of peace amongst the nations." 
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The Norwegian Central Bureau of Statistics reports that, according to the 
1960 census only 134,500 persons or 3.75% of the entire population of Norway 
are not members of the Church of Norway. The corresponding figure in 1950 
was 123,000 or 3.76%. ° The Pentecostal Movement had 34,000 members, the 
Evangelical Lutheran Free Church 16,800, the Methodist Church 11,200, the 
Baptist Church 9,300, the Roman Catholic Church 7,900, and the Seventh-Day 
Adventists 5,300. A total of 22,300 people belonged to no church at all. 


x * * 


U.S. Protestants, Roman Catholics, and Jews will convene in Washington, D.C., 
on April 28 in "what is hoped to be the largest gathering of ministers, 
priests, rabbis, and lay leaders ever assembled in a witness to racial 
justice”. A spokesman for the Wational Council of Churches! Commission on 


Religion and Race said the interreligious convocation will be held at George- 


town University. Wational religious leaders will address the gathering, 
urging passage of the civil rights bill. It was expected that at that time 
the Southern filibuster against the measure will be in full swing in the 
Senate. 


* * * 


Portuguese Baptists are preparing for a nationwide simultaneous evangelistic 
campaign to be held October 18 = November 1. All 2% churches of the Portu- 
guese Baptist Convention are expected to take part. 


GLa * 


Summer camps and conference centres in 14 of 22 Protestant Episcopal Church 
dioceses in the Southern United States are now desegregated at all levels, 
according to a survey released by the Episcopal Society for Cultural and 
Racial Unity. 


* x * 


Programmes of Lutheran assistance in Hong Kong, which range from refugee 
services to student aid, are depicted in a new 35-millimetre film strip pro- 
duced by Lutheran Yorld iction (LWA). The capsule summary, which is sched- 
uled for release in mid-April, is composed of 92 frames of colour trans-' 
parencies and a 15-minute, 433-rpm recording that provides interpretative 
narration for each frame. LWA is the fund-raising agency of the ifational 
Lutheran Council (USA). 


/ 


* * * 


An inter-faith evangelism group is making a survey of the religious prefer- 
ences of residents of high-cost apartments in Chicago, Ill. These people, 
often "self-immured behind doormen and locked entrances, are too often im- 
penetrable to evangelism", a spokesman said, but added that united action 
often opens their doors. Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish leaders 
are cooperating. . 


* * * 


A shipment of 50,000 pounds of clothing, school supplies, soap, and toilet 
articles was recently sent by Church World Service (USA), in response to an 
appeal from the state Councils of Churches of Virginia and West Virginia, to 
needy families in the Appalachian area of those states. While the National 
Council of Churches' relief and rehabilitation agency has a mandate for over- 
seas service, a CWS spokesman said that "it cannot ignore needs within its 
own country". 
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The Swedish Orthodox Church favours the formation of a Scandinavian Greek 
Orthodox Exarchate under the leadership of the Finnish Archbishop Paul of 
Kuopio. The total number of Orthodox in Finland is 76,000. In Sweden and 
Norway there are about 15,000. 


Tig oe un et likens 


After almost a year's work the third group sent to Israel by the German 
Protestant Token of Reconciliation Movement has returned home. The 18 young 
people in the group completed a large school building for the state Angel tuke 
Hox, the blind in Jerusalem, 


ate * * 
The Lutheran Gineen in America eu prepare "guidelines" to aid its congre- 
gations in their "contacts and witness to persons of indigenous North American 
groups such as Jehovah's Witnesses and Mormons and-with non-Christian 
religions, including such historic groups as. the Jews, Moslems, and Buddhists 


* * * 


Leading Protestant and Roman Catholic clergy and laymen will take part in 
Melbourne's (Australia) first Ecumenical Mission May 11 - 13. Under the 
general heading of "The Christian in the Modern World", the mission will pre- 
sent "eminent speakers in an exposition of faith and Gneieeen principles as 
they apply to everyday living and enlightened thought in all aspects of world 
activity, It will be sponsored by the Catholic Evidence Guild. 


carey ial ees Maki tear 


A new $500,000 vocational training centre built by the Lutheran World Federatior 
will be opened this month, in Beit Hanina, Jordan. It will offer training . 
classes in auto- me cWank eur carpentry, and metal work for Arab boys. The 
Federation has been conducting such classes since shortly after the partition 
of Palestine in 1947. 


* * * 


A 3 member delegation from the Church of Finland recently visited the Lutheran 
churches in Estonia and Latvia at the invitation of the churches! bishops.. 


* Ze * 


The Ideological Commission of the Soviet Communist Party's Central Committee 
has formally condemned the anti-Semitic book "Judaism without Embellishment"! 
published a few weeks ago under auspices of the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences 
in Kiev. The book had drawn strong protests not only from Jewish Sources, 
but from the French and British Communist Parties in ae ck among others. 


casein ess * 


The Rt. Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, presiding bishop of the Protestant | 
Episcopal Church (USA), has announced his intention to resign in October because 
of ill health. The 64-year-old Episcopal leader of the 3% million-member 
church has served in the church's highest office since 1958 and was expected 

to continue as presiding bishop until 1970, when he reaches the retirement. 

age of 70. Last March it’ was announced. that he was suffering from the 
preliminary stages of Parkinson's Syndrome, Since that time he has undergone 
Speech therapy. In a letter sent this week to all Episcopal bishops, Bishop- 
Lichtenberger said his resignation was required because speech difficulties. 

"do persist and evidently will continue". 


* * * 
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German Protestants contributed 100 million marks ($25,000,000) to the Bread 
For the World Campaign during the past five years. A recent,allocation of 
7.5 million marks (1.875) million dollars) will go to projects including the 
erection of a cattle station in northeastern New Guinea; an agricultural. 
training centre in the Indian state of Mysore; the building of a trade ¢. iool 
in Ethiopia; the expansion of a school of home economics in Madagascar; and 
the completion of construction of a hospital and nurses' school in Tanganyika. 


* * * 


The college education board of the Lutheran Church in America has announced 
it has established a $15,000 scholarship programme "designed to help Negroes 
and other minority group members in our church obtain a higher education". 


* * * 


The entire student body of the interdenominational International Christian 
University in Tokyo is engaged in a campaign to raise funds to help support 
two of the university's recent graduates who have accepted the invitation of 
Thai church leaders to teach in Thailand, They are Mr. Hiroshi Tanaka, who 
will teach at Royal College, Chenmai, and Mr. Satoshi Yamamura, who will teach 
at the Christian College in Bangkok. Both are 224 The university is 
underwriting their travel expenses. 


* * * 


Some part of the Bible had been published in a total of 1,216 languages and 
dialects by the end of December, 1963, the American Bible Society reports. 


* * * 


Plans for opening a new seminary in the Krka monastery in Dalmatia have been 
announced by the Council of Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church. The 
announcement is interpreted as indicative of much improved relations between 
the church and the government. Hitherto, the government had vetoed all 


such plans. 
¥ * 


The Federation of French Baptist Churches has announced it will establish 

the first Baptist pastoral school in France. To be located in the Paris area, 
the school will provide “practical training" for ordained Baptist ministers 
who have completed their theological training elsewhere. 


4 OK 
The Presbyterian US Board of World Missions reports that women and children 
of three missionary families have returned to Bulape from Luluabourg, where 


they were moved in late February as a precautionary measure, following a 
series of revolts in the nearby Kwilu province. 


* * * 


An inter-faith congress designed to "focus attention on the various methods 


of communicating the Bible" is scheduled in Washington, Day cd BRO Ly eo ae 
It will be sponsored by the Educational Communication Association, a national 
non-sectarian organization. EPS, Geneva 

* * ¥ 


NOTICE TO EPS READERS 


EPS will not be published next week (April 16) because of the move of the 
World Council of Churches' offices into its new headquarters (see story page 5) 
Publication will be resumed April 23. 


nd oy ae ye ae 
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Special Report 
BASTER IN JACKSON 


(On Easter Sunday, Methodist Bishop James K., Mathews of Boston 
and Bishop Charles Golden of Nashville, Tenn., head of the all- 
Negro Central Jurisdiction of the Methodist Church, were barred 
from attending services at a Methodist church in Jackson, 
Mississippi. Following are excerpts from Dr. Mathews's report 
of the incident.) 


Easter 1964 dawned bright and sunny in Jackson, Mississippi. It was a beaut- 
iful day - well suited to flowery Easter bonnets and other seasonal finery. 
People flocked to the city's many churches whose doors were open to all 
worshippers who wished to share in the ever new experience of relating them- 
selves to their Risen Lord. 


Well, not quite all, for some were turned aside from this intent, as I can 


testify personally. For at twenty-five minutes to eleven, Bishop Charles 
F. Golden, a Negro, and I presented ourselves to worship at Gallrway 
Memorial Methodist Church. Our passage was blocked on the front steps and 


entrance denied to us, (At Capitol Street Methodist Church in the same city 
another group of seminary professors and two local Negroes were also turned 
back and arrested, as we later learned. The professors had gone to Jackson 
quite independently of the two of us, but for similar purpose.) 


When Bishop Golden and I were stopped, we introduced ourselves as bishops of 
the church and asked whether or not it was deliberately intended that we should 
not be allowed to worship there, We were informed that this was indeed the 
case. We asked to see the pastor and were told we would be able to do So. 
After a few minutes we were directed to a side door and told again and again 
that the pastor was on his way to see us. This continued until manifestly 
the service of worship had already begun. We had no intention of interrupt- 
ing the service, 80 there was no need for us to tarry any longer. We left 

a carefully worded statement for the pastor which we had hoped to hand dir- 
ectly to him. It had been our hope and expectation that the minister, having 
carefully weighed our statement, would have happily seen to it that we were 
admitted. We then left to attend a nearby Methodist church of the Central 
Jurisdiction; that is, a Negro congregation. There we encountered no diff- 
iculty in entering for worship. 


Tt must be said that the two men who blocked our way, one of whom introduced 
himself as chairman of the Official Board, conducted themselves with courtesy 
and restraint. We believe that we both behaved in like manner. Notisoycin 
the case of somewhat hostile onlookers. One of them was particularly vocal 
in a profane sort of way. His remarks seemed to have to do.with our probable 
ancestry and our likely ultimate destination. Also nearby were three police- 
men who took no direct part in the proceedings. Several white members were 
bold enough to shake our hands and say they were glad we had come. This was 
a manifestation of real courage on their part. 


Apparently some "visitors" had been expected, though we ourselves had been at 
pains not to apprise the press or others of our coming. There appeared to 
have been a kind of "policy for handling" such persons as ourselves, though 
some bystanders seemed anxious to use other than the prescribed procedure. 
The principal spokesman insisted, however, that they should stand back so 
that he could handle the matter according to the "policy" agreed upon. 
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We were told that we did not understand their problem, which I doubt. We 
were also told that we should have given advance notice of our coming. We 
have no reason now to suppose that the outcome would have been different had 
we done so, I would only say that no discourtesy was intended toward anyone 
by our failure to do this. We were not there for administrative purposes, 
in which event we should naturally have advised the resident bishop...) Since 
we had come only to worship and not to demonstrate, in the usual sense, there 
was no reason why notice of our intent should have been given. 


What is the issue in all of this ? Simply stated, it is that the Methodist 
Church has a policy, which is entirely in keeping with the New Testament, of 
“open and inclusive" congregations, whereas this particular congregation, 

among others, is in practice at variance with this position of our denomination. 
Since last October, whenever racially mixed groups have sought to worship at 
Galloway Memorial and Capitol Street Methodist Church in Jackson, they have 

not been permitted to do so. On several occasions those who have attempted 

to enter in this way have been arrested, 


Admittedly this is a difficult problem. Those who have tried to worship 
biracially, so to speak, have desired to affirm that the Church of Christ is 
by nature "inclusive". It has been said that some who would have given this 
witness have not done so in an orderly and dignified manner. Naturally, we 
have no first-hand knowledge of this, but to the degree that the allegation 
may be true, we should greatly regret it. While no compulsion can be count~ 
enanced in an attempt to remedy the situation, neither can it be maintained 
that the fact of "closed" churches should simply be overlooked by Christians 
elsewhere. 


The Council of Bishops of the Methodist Church last November took an unequiv- 
ocai position with regard to this issue. We pledged ourselves both individ- 
ually and collectively to support this position, which was in fact in accord 
with our Methodist heritage and common practice. Bishop Golden and I believe 
we acted in cdémplete conformity with the Bishops! statement ... © 


Were we surprised at the outcome (of the visit) ? The answer is "Yes". TI 
may. be naive, but I really thought we would be admitted. Five years of my 
life I have lived in the South and I understood perfectly well the force of 
custom in respect to the relationship to the races. But I also have .the :— 
profoundest respect for the devoted commitment to the Christian faith dis- 
played in so many ways by so many of our Southern brethren. When the issue 
was sharply put, as we tried to do in behalf of all Methodism, I felt they 
would respond in terms of faith and not in terms of traditional .social mores. 
This was not the outcome, this occasion, at any rate. How mightily do the 
chains of custom bind us! 


Moreover, we did symbolise in some sense the whole Christian conscience, 

Then, too, there was the fact that it was Easter. How can we submit on Easter 
Sunday to the fetters of the past, when then of all times in the Christian 
year we are presented with the infinite freedom of the future ? ... 


We do not regret having participated together in this Symbolic act. Indeed, 

we can testify to a certain "disturbed serenity" about it, for neither of us 
claims to be equipped with any special wisdom or boldness in these matters .., 
It is never a simple or lighthearted undertaking to declare or act out the 

truth of the Gospel by which we are all judged and redeemed. But for whatever © 
it may mean, we tried to witness by bodily presence, as others have done, to 

the truth that Jesus Christ is Lord of all... EPS, Geneva 
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WCC URGES GOVERNMENT TO 
PROTECT RIGHTS OF THE PATRIARCHATE 


(Geneva) - Protection of the rights of the Ecumenical Patriarchate was 
called for in a cable sent this week to Turkish government officials in 
Ankara by the World Council of Churches. 


The cable, sent in the wake of a series of measures taken against the 
Patriarchate by the government, urged it "to view the. position of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate both in its ecclesiastical context and in the light 
of generally accepted principles of religious freedom and to allow it to 
perform its function". 


The cable was signed "in the name of the World Council of Churches’ repres- 
enting churches all over the world" by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, 
chairman of the WCC's policy-making Central Committee, end? by Dr.) We. As 
Visser !t Hooft, Geneva, general secretary. 


The Ecumenical Patriarch is regarded as "first among equals" of Hastern 
Orthodoxy's leaders. The Patriarchate is a member of the World Council 
of Churches. 


Measures taken include the closingof the Patriarchate's printing press, and 
the confiscation of a film on the historic meeting in January in the Holy 
Land of the Patriarch and the. Pope. Also a number of clergy, including 
two metropolitans, three priests, and the chaplain of the Greek Consulate 
in Izmir have been expelled. ; 


Earlier, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the WCC's Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, cabled the Turkish Foreign Minister, 
urging that the Patriarchate be protected from interference. 
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His cable "reflecting the deep concern of Christians and churches in the 
fellowship of the World Council of Churches" urged that the Patriarchate 
"be maintained inviolate in Istanbul and its property and personnel safe- 
guarded against any interference which would impair its normal ecclesias- 
tical functions", 


&- number of church leaders in various countries also have expressed grave 
concern about the measures taken against the Patriarchate and have made 
representations to the Turkish government. 


* * * 


Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, president of the National Council of Churches in 
the USA and head of the United Evangelical Brethren Church, expressed 
"profound concern at news of critical developments". 


Ina cable to the WCC headquarters in Geneva, the US church leader urged 

the World Council to "encourage the Turkish government (to) continue in 
good relations, to give careful regard-to the integrity of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, and to recognise the religious liberty and freedom of work 

of a religious minority in its relationships with peoples ofother countries. 


"Ve are herewith not expressing interest in wider political matters, although 
recognising their importance and the respective responsibilities of the 
Greek, Turkish and other governments", he said, "but we are herewith 
expressing concern for the well-being of church leaders and the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate in its service to the world", 


Bishop Arthur Lichtenberger, head of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
USA, in a cable to the Turkish government said-he knows "personally that 
Patriarch Athenagoras holds himself entirely aloof and indeed endeavours 

to be, according to his own words, a loyal citizen of Turkey". 


The Protestant Episcopal leader said that while Patriarch Athenagoras. "is 
a co-religionist with Orthodox in Greece, the same is true with regard to 
those of Orthodox faith in many other countries. 


"Being the Primate of Orthodox bishops around the world, he holds their 

_ esteem and thereby assures the Turkish government of their recognition of 
the continued official Pere tiie te residence of the Ecumenical Patriarch 
on, Turkish soil”. 


Bishop Lichtenberger urged acceptance of his message as "an expression of 
confidence in the readiness of your government to recognise the complete 
separation of the Ecumenical Patriarch from all foreign political questions 
and permit him to render in the future the great service for international 
peace which he has so nobly rendered during the past year", 


In Princeton, N.J., 58 churchmen attending the Consultation of Church 

Union signed a petition expressing their ooncern over the situation. Their 
action followed an announcement by Charles Parlin of New York, Methodist 
layman and one of the'World Council's six presidents, that cables had been 
sent to the WCC and the Turkish Foreign Minister. 


The petition expressed the signers! "individual concern that the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople (Istanbul ) be able to BORA ee its service 
of worldwide fellowship and goodwill", 


It further stated that the Ecumenical Patriarch “being the Primate of 
Orthodox bishops, is held in high esteem by Christians everywhere’, 


* a 
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In London, the newly-formed Wider Hpiscopal Fellowship convened by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury offered prayers for the Patriarchate. 


Some 40 bishops, about half from the Anglican communion and half from churches 
with episcopal governments in Europe, and India, attended the me eting. 


In France Pastor Charles Westphal, president of the Protestant Federation 
of France, cabled the Turkish Foreign Minister of his "great distress" 

and urged the government "not to make any attack upon the position of 

the Patriarch nor that of his collaborators who are universally recognised 
and respected throughout Christendom". 


Msgr. Lallier, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Marseilles, and Pastor Marchand, 
president of the Reformed Church in Marseilles, sent a joint telegram to 
officials in Ankara expressing their "alarm" and urging the government 

"not to do anything to impair the authority and the spiritual influence of 
the centre of unity for the Orthodox brethren". 


Le Figaro, in an article signed by Abbé René Laurentin, praised the work 

for peace of the Ecumenical Patriarch and deplored the possibility that the 
Turkish government might allow itself "to slip down the slope of intolerance 
and fanaticism". : 


The Roman Catholic newspaper La Croix declared: "The measures taken to 
restrict the work of the Patriarchate in the Phanar, whose authority is 
purely religious and whose loyalty to the Turkish etate has been repeatedly 
proved, will arouse justified anxiety in the Christian world. This high 
authority cannot continue to live in Turkish territory unless it enjoys 
adequate freedom there." 


The» Holy: Synod, of. the Church of Crete, in a plea.to "all Christian churches", 
urged them "to intervene in order to prevent the iniquitous acts which are 
being contemplated". 


Metropolitan. Nicodim, of Leningrad and Lagoda of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
interviewed in Nantes, France, where he is attending preparatory sessions 
for the Christian Peace Conference Assembly, expressed "regret" over the 
expulsion of the clergy and the hope that the position of the Patriarchate 
had not been affected, . 7 EPS, Geneva 


EXPELLED METROPOLITANS - 
ARRIVE IN PARIS . 


(Paris) - Two metropolitans from the Ecumenical Patriarchate expelled from 
Turkey on their arrival here reaffirmed their loyalty. to the Turkish gov- 
ernment and said they had no idea why they had been expelled. 


The two, both of whom,are members of the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, are Metropolitan Emilianos, Vicar-General of the. Patriarchate, 
and Metropolitan Iakovos of Philadelphia, who is a member of the Central. 
Committee of.the World Council of Churches. Both have been deprived of 
their Turkish citizenship. .They said that "we are certain that the Turkish 
government will reconsider its decision and will repair the injustice of 
which we are the victims" 


They were welcomed on arrival by a number of church dignitaries, ineluding 
Metropolitan Melitos of the Orthodox Church in Western Europe; Msgr. Dumont, 
representing Maurice Cardinal Feltin of Paris, and by representatives of 

St. Sergius Russian Orthodox Acadeny, Paris, and of the French Protestant 
Federation. (Tt was announced yesterday that the two metropolitans had 
secured three-month visas for the United States.) EPS, Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH 
CANCELS VISIT 


(Geneva) - The Ecumenical Patriarch has announced that he will not be able 
to carry on his intended visit to England and Switzerland, 


A cable received at WCC headquarters here said that "under the wena 
tragic circumstances" the Patriarch considers that he must remain "where he 
is most needed" at the head of his church and near to its clergy and faith- 
ful, 


The Patriarch had been scheduled to visit London in May on the invitation 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury.’ He had planned after that to visit World 
Council of Churches! headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. EPS, Geneva. 


VATICAN DELEGATION 
VISITING PATRIARCH 


(Rome) - The Vatican has sent a delegation to Istanbul to hold conversations 
with the Ecumenical Patriarch, 


A Vatican announcement said the conversations will be in the nature of a 
follow-up of the talks initiated in the Holy Land meeting in January between 
the Pope and the Patriarch. It said the possibility of sending Orthodox 
observers to the next session of the Sscond Vatican Council also will be 
discussed... EPS, Geneva 


DRAFT LAW TIE TO ANTI-POVERTY 
CAMPAIGN ASSAILED BY F.O.R. 


(Nyack, N.Y.) - US government proposals to extend the scope of the Selective 
service Law as part of the war on poverty have been condemned by the ; 
National Council of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, an interreligiovs 
pacifist organization. 


In a resolution adopted at its annual meeting here, the council called for 
an end to the peacetime draft and strongly opposed a suggestion of President 
Johnson that the selective service age be lowered to 17 to help fight 
poverty. ; ; 


The council said it rejected any »vronosal that "unemployment, ill health, 
inadequate education, and poverty be dealt with by means of the essentially 
military structure of the draft''. 


= 


It said that the "temptation to use the coercive power of the conscription ~ 
law in attacking problems of youth can easily lead to an evasion of basic 
needs and issues". 


Problems of poverty, the resolution said, "cannot be dealt with through 

the rigidities of a military approach, but require imagination and courage 

of a high order, Our country is more likely to produce those qualities 

if it is free from the inhibitions imposed upon it ay military conscription. 
EPS, Geneva 
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ENGLISH aND GERMAN 
THEOLOGIANS PLAN MEETINGS - 


(Oxford) -~ German Lutheran and English Anglican theologians meeting here 
have made plans to hold regular meetings, about every two years, as a mean: 
of "promoting rapprochement" between their churches, The conversations 
will be held-alternately in Great Britain and West Germany. TOE cme 
meeting is scheduled in the second quarter of 1966. | a 


“Theme of this meeting was "The Question-of Churchly Authority". The session 
was organized jointly by the Department of Foreign Affairs of the Evangelical 
Church in @ermany (EKID) which sent six members and the Council for Foreign 
Relations of the Church of England which sent five. EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN SUPPORT OF NEW VILLAGE 
PLAN IN INDIA IS URGED 


(Pachmarhi, M.P., India) - A conference of Christian sociologists, political 
scientists, administrators, and theologians meeting here has called for 
greater Chrisitan participation in the new local village self-government 
plan. Wiz. : 


The conference, which was comprised predominantly of Indians, noted that 

the plan, known as Panchayat Raj, is coming into. being.all over India,.and 
that it provides an instrument of political democracy, economic development, 
and social change for the villages. 


However, it said that factionalism associated with casteism and religious 
communalism are real hinderances to the progress’ of building neighbourhood 
communities envisaged by the plan and urged Christians to participate more 
fully in it and to’ work to educate both Christians and non-Christians 
about it. . 


The conference was organized by the Christian Institute for the Study of 
Religion and Society in Bangalore. EPS, Geneva 


MBOYA CRITICISES EXPULSION OF 
MISSIONARIES FROM SUDAN 


(Nairobi) -.Mr. Tom Mboya, Kenya's Minister of Justice and Constitutional 
Affeirs, said«here that if :the.expulsion.of) missionaries.from the Sudan, is 
"no more than an attempt to persecute the church - to refuse the people 
-of this country the right to worship - then it is wrong and it doesn!t 
matter whether it is done by an African government or Verwoerd's (Republic 
of South Africa) government. | 


Mr. Mboya, who is a Roman Catholic, continued: ‘The mass dismissal of 
missionaries on account of their preaching a religion which some 8 tate 
does not want is wrong and must be condemned. - It is not for the State to 


say what church I shall worship in." EPS, Geneva 
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REFUGEE PHASE-OUT IN GERMANY 
SEEN AS SIGNIFICANT LWF STEP 


(Geneva) ~ Termination of what "for many years was one of the primary thrusts 
of the service provided by the Lutheran World Federation" was hailed as a 
forward step at an LWF commission meeting here. 


The Federation's Commission on World Service was informed of the satisfactor- 
phase-out of the LWF's direct services to refugees and migrants in Germany. 
Arrangements have been made with German church agencies to assume the reduced 
responsibilities still remaining in this sphere. 


Director Bruno Muetzelfeldt of the Department of World Service reported that 
since the end of World War II "international Lutheran assistance provided 
for our member churches and for refugees in Germany has amounted to a total 
of $65,000,000", and that "at one time 195 persons were directly employed 
by LWF/WS in these service programmes in Germany", 


He said the $65 million did not include the funds and programmes which 
LWF/WS administered under contractual relationships with governmental and 
intergovernmental agencies. 


The German agencies to which the responsibilities have been transferred are 
Inner Mission-Hilfswerk of the Evangelical Church in Germany and the Board 
of Lutheran World Service of the Federation's German National Committee. 


The transfer was completed by the end of 1963. | EPS, Geneva 


BIRTHDAY LETTER TO KHRUSCHEV 
ASKS GENEROSITY ON FRONTIER PASSES 


(Berlin) - In a 7Oth birthday letter to Soviet Premier Khruschev a West 
Berlin church leader has asked him to be "generous" and permit the contin- 
uation of negotiations concerning the granting of frontier passes between 
East and West Berlin. 


Dr. M. Hans-Martin Helbich, general superintendent of the Evangelical Church 
of Berlin-Brandenburg, said nations must "take care to ensure that human 
distress is not used as a means of attaining political aims". 


The West German church leader also urged the abolition of the present } 
extremely harsh legislation of the East German government concerning poli“ ire" 
prisoners and fleeing refugees who are caught, and asked that the sending 

of Western aid, particularly medicines, be facilitated. EPS, Geneva 


THREE EAST GERMAN CHURCHES 
DEFER VOTE ON WOMEN'S ORDINATION 


(Berlin) - Three Lutheran "landeskirchen" (regional churches) in East 
Germany have decided not, at this time, to bring to a vote legislation, 
concerning the ordination of women, 


The Synods of the churches of Mecklenburg, Thuringia, and Saxony, took the 
action at recent meetings. 


Five East German Evangelical "landeskirchen" have approved the ordination 
of women, These are the churches of Berlin-Brandenburg, Saxony, Pomerani* 
Silesia, and Anhalt. EPS, Geneva 
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POPE EXPECTS COUNCIL 
ACTION ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


(Rome) - Pope Paul VI has affirmed that the Second Vatican Council might be 
"legitimately expected" to approve a text dealing with religious liberty. 


Addressing a 150-member United Nations seminar on freedom of information 
here he said that the projected Council document "will be of far-reaching 
importance not only for the church, but also for all those - and they are 
very many - who will feel that such a declaration affects them". 


The draft chapter on religious liberty is included in the schema on ecumenism, 
which has been prepared by the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of 
Christian Unity. The schema also includes a chapter concerning Roman 
Catholics! attitudes towards other Christians and in relation to the Jews. 


Karlier:- last week the head of the Seoretariat, Augustin Cardinal Bea, said 
that it was a "blessing that the second session of the Vatican Council which 
ended last December had not voted on the ecumenism schema’, 


Quoted in Civilita Cattolica, the bimonthly Jesuit magazine, Cardinal Bea 
said a vote then would have been "rather hurried", Now, he said, "they 
have had the chance of reconsidering the entire matter, calmly studying it 
and are thus able ta render a more mature and understanding opinion ..." 
EPS, Geneva 


DR. RAMSEY ASKS STUDY OF 
DIVORCE LAW REFORM 


(London) - Dr. A. M. Ramsey, the Archbishop of Canterbury, has appointed 
a group of lawyers and counsellors to advise him on a reform in the British 
divorce law. . 


In 1963 the Archbishop joined with Roman Catholic and Protestant churchmen 
opposing a bill before Parliament that would have permitted divorce after 
seven years of separation, even though the former marriage partner was still 
tape bata The bill was defeated. 


However, Dr. Ramsey is anxious to find some middle ground between a form of 
divorce by consent, as the earlier liberalisation plan was termed, and the 
present laws which are based on proof of a "matrimonial offence". 


Lawyers and clergy alike are distressed by the extent to which the present 
law encourages the creation of false evidence and collusion between parties 
in order to secure a divorce, | HPS, Geneva . 


NEW PROPOSAL TO REUNITE 
AMERICAN PRESBYTERIANS 


(Richmond) = A new proposal to reunite the Presbyterian Church in the US 
ees and the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, will be presented 

to the latter!s General Assembly in Oklahoma City, May 21-27, the Presbyterian 
Outlook reports. 


The journal said that the Assembly will be asked to approve a proposal to 
set up a 24-man committee - 12 from each church - "to meet and discuss the 
conditions that are before our churches today with a view to our reunion". 
If the Assembly approves the proposal it will go before the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the US in 1965. EPS, Geneva 
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"AGREEMENT" WITH SUDANESE PRIESTS 
CLAIMED BY GOVERNMENT OFFICTAL 


(Khartoum) - The Sudanese government has entered into a"friendly agreement" 
with Sudanese Roman Catholic priests who have taken over the work of the 
272 foreign Roman Catholic.missionaries expelled from the country last 
February, according to. Interior Minister Mohamed Ahmed Irwa. 


The Minister, who issued the order which led to the mass expulsion of the 
priests and the country's last 28 Protestant missionaries, made the statement 
at Malakal. during a tour of the southern Sudan where the expulsions took 
place. He did not specifically mention the work of Protestant missionaries. 
(EPS No. 12) 


Reports of Minister Irwa's tour appeared in the Sudan Times, an English- 
language daily here, which said the agreement with the Sudanese priests 
showed that the government was "very willing to establish good relations 
with the churches", and was 'doing everything possible to help the Sudanese 
priests carry on the work of the expelled missionaries", 


The agreement, according to claims broadcast by the Omburman Radio outside 
Khartoum, provided for the establishment of special centres for the sale of 
religious books, an allocation of lands for the building of churches, and 
facilities for the training of native-born seminarians. 

The missionaries were expelled for allegedly creating unrest and disunity. 
All have vigorously denied the charges, 


Last week Laurian Cardinal Rugambwa, Bishop of Bukoba, Tanganyika, called 
the expulsion "a disgrace to the sacred rights of justice and freedom". 


He said the expelled missionaries had "devoted the best years of their lives 
to the country, doing their utmost in a spirit of self-sacrifice to promote 
the Christian faith and material progress". EPS, Geneva — 


NEW OBSTACLE TO BAPTISM 


REPORTED IN MAINLAND CHINA 


(New York) - A serious new obstacle has been raised to the baptism of new . 
Christians in Mainland China, according to information received here by the 
Board of Missions of The Methodist Church. : 


The Board reported that now the name of the candidate for baptism must be 
sent to the Office of Religious Affairs, where it is checked against the 
lists of landowners, counterrevolutionaries, or "culprits from labour 
reform", After that the pastor must guarantee that the candidate will 
not do anything against the government after he is baptised. 


It quoted a recent refugee in Hong Kong, formerly a pastor in Canton, 

as reporting that: "No one can guarantee that tomorrow he himself will not 
break some new law of the Chinese Communists, much less that someone else 
will not." For that reason, he said, pastors are hesitant to accept the 


responsibility for baptism. ‘EPS, Geneva 
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EAST AFRICAN VENTURE - . 
FIRST PAPER OUT 


(Nairobi) - The first copies of Target, the new monthly paper produced under 
the East African Venture Scheme for Christian papers, came off the press 
here last week. 


This is the culminating point of many years of planning by a group of church 
leaders in Kenya and Tanganyika and months of hard work by the staff who 
moved into their present offices at the start of the year. | 


Target is in English and it succeeds Rock, the review-type paper run under 
the auspices of the Christian Council of Kenya, whose final issue appeared 
at the start of the month. The new paper will have an East African outlook, 
and the whole scheme has close links with the Christian councils in both 
Kenya and Tanganyika. : | 


The new English-language paper will shortly have a companion in Swahili, the | 
language which serves as a lingua franca in Bast Africa. Both papers will . 
be. published as monthlies during 1964 though the intention is to produce 
them every two weeks from 1965. | 


Funds to launch Target were contributed by the British Council of Churches, 
through the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service of the 
World Council of Churches. The newspaper is a project of the WCC's Committee 
on Specialized Assistance to Social Projects (SASP) which had made an inves- 
tigation of its viability. EPS, Geneva 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
TO HELP TRAIN FARM MECHANICS 


(Rome) - The World Council of Churches has sponsored the establishment of | 
a college in Tunisia to train instructors in operating and maintaining farm 
machinery and in soil-conservation practices. 


The project, a contribution to the Freedom from Hunger Campaign, was announced 
by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) here. 


FAO officials said the government of Tunisia will contribute the equivalent 
of more than $1,200,000, mainly in buildings and local facilities, over 

a four-year term. The member churches of the World Council of Churches, 
through its Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, will 
contribute $480,000 in cash and kind. 


Northwest. African governments are faced with a shortage of technicians such 
as machine operators, small workshop owners, and maintenance and repair men. 
The project will train instructors who, in turn, will train others to work 
as field managers or servicemen on cooperative farms. Participants will be 
chosen from Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia to attend the centre, to be est- 
ablished on a state farm near Tunis. Project manager will be Mr. Victor 

De Man of Belgium. EPS, Geneva 


DECLINE IN BAPTISMS IN 
EAST GERMANY REPORTED 


(Bielefeld) - A sharp decline in the number of baptisms in East Germany is 

reported by the Evangelical Press Service published here. Ttreaid that.'"4 

certain indifference" towards baptism has become widespread. In an article 

titled "Letter from the East"! the Service reported that frequently those _ 
baptisms which do take place are of children ten or twelve years of age. It 
noted that many of the younger children baptised are children of confessionally | 
Mixed marriages, commenting that a concern for such matters is often more 

highly developed in such families. EPS, Geneva 
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CCSA'S WORK NOW 
IN TOP GEAR 


(Geneva) ~ When the Christian Committee for Service in Algeria (COSA) met 
here recently, the director, Pastor Hans Aurbakken, reported that in 14 
months the organization's medical teams had carried out 90,000 consultations. 


He added that more than seven million trees had been planted under CCSA's . 
reforestation project - an enterprise which had provided work Ler 222,000 
Algerians most of. whom had received their wages in the form of food rations, 
The value of the commodities sent to Algeria to further CCSA's work is 
estimated. at about $20,000,000, 


The Christian Committee for Service in Algeria is an ecumenical agency which 
includes agencies related to the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and 
World Service of the WCC, the Lutheran World Federation, the World Alliance 
of YMCAs and the World. YWCA, and the Mennonite Central Committee, BATES 


ortant developments: 1. Surplus commodities from the USA had been granted 
for a second reforestation programme; 2, a home for friendless girls had 


Constantine and Batna; and will benefit a fishermen's cooperative at Skikda- 
Collo. 


CCSA leaders are currently holding discussions concerning ways of organizing 
the programme, which was Started as an emergency operation, on a more per- 
manent basis. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND GROUP ENDORSES . 
UNION PLAN WITH METHODISTS 


(Cambridge) - Members of the Anglican Evangelical Group Movement meeting here 
have resolved unanimously that Anglican-Methodist union plan negotiations 
should -go forward, despite the’ fact that many persons have reservations 
concerning some details of the report, ape gs 


The movement represents both clergy and laity of the "liberal evangelical» 
outlook" in the Church of England, sets Bes | 


The resolution.said the Movenent wished to record "its earnest desire for 
reunion with the Methodists and its general. support at this stage of the 
present proposals as offering the best hope of progress", 


Earlier two Church of England groups suggested a delay in the proposed time—:~ i 


table’ for the union. These were 59 leaders of the conservative evangelical. | 
wing and the Church Union, which represents the Anglo-Catholic wing. ; - 
(EPS Now. 9) yo: EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST LEADER SAYS NO CHANGE 
IN FREE CHURCH RELATIONS IN ANGLICAN UNION 


(Leeds) - The newly-elected moderator of the. Free Church Federal Council said .q 
here that union of the Methodist Church and the Church of England would not. 
mean a change in the Methodist Church's "happy and harmonious" relations with — 
other Free Churches, Dr. Eric Baker, speaking to the Council's congress,.: °@ 
said that to:believe that good relations would not continue would be "to 
betray’ an absence of mutual trust. and understanding on which not only any 
future, but our present fruitful association must. rest', . EPS, Geneva 
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1965 BUDGET OF $300,000 
PLANNED FOR LATIN AMERICA 


(Geneva) - Plans for continued Lutheran World Federation activity in Latin: 
America have been laid here in.a two-day meeting by an interim LWF committee, 
which has been assigned oversight of the work for the present year, 


The committee approved a 1965 budget of about $300,000 for an LWF/LA pro- 
gramme whose main thrust is to assist multilingual European immigrant con- 
gregations, mostly in the Caribbean area of South America and Central 
America. poy en a 


The federation provides partial or total support for some 40 Lutheran. 
pastors scattered in different. Latin American countries. Social service. 
and community development, as well as university student work, are receiving 
a rapidly increasing emphasis in the LWF Latin American programme. 

. EPS,: Geneva 
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MVANGELICAL STRATEGY! ON 
ECUMENISM URGED TO N.A.E. 


(Chicago) - Delegates from about 40 conservative denominations attending 
the National Association of Evangelicals! annual meeting here were told 

that the day has passed when evangelicals can be "isolationists".in the 

ecumenical movement. | 


“Calling for an "evangelical strategy" in the unity movement, Dr. James 
DeForest Murch, former editor of United Evangelical Action, the official 
NAF monthly, urged that evangelicals in this country take immediate.'steps ., 

Ee tor.” 


"Observe an annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity; establish @ perman- 
ent Commission on Christian Unity; and initiate studies on the nature _ 
of the unity we seek." 


Dr. Murch also urged annual seminars on ecumenism in evangelical colleges, — 
and studies on the ecumenical movement at regional and state conventions | 
of evangelical bodies. 


"We should actively and overtly promulgate Protestant principles", he 
‘continued. 'This may include steps to preserve the freedom of evangelicals 
wherever there is danger of a monolithic church being developed." 
. EPS, Geneva 


JAMAICAN CHURCHES 
MOVE TOWARDS UNION 


(Kingston) + The Assembly of the Congregational Union of Jamaica and the 
Synod of ‘the Presbyterian Church of Jamaica will soon be asked by a Joint 
Committee for authority to proceed with the preparation of a plan for 
organic union to be presented to the top policy-making bodies of the two 
churches in 1965, The Joint Committee has stated its belief that "an 
organic union of the two communions is in accordance with the will of God’ 
It also has recommended that as steps in the "growing process" there should 
be organized exchanges of pulpits at least once every six months, invit- 
ations to leaders of the two communions to attend each other's councils, 
meetings of the ministers of the two bodies, conferences on the mission of 
the Church in Jamaica, and lecture courses on faith, government and history. 

According to the latest available statistics the Congregational Union has 
a communicant membership of 3,350 persons in 52 congregations, and the 

' Presbyterian Church a communicant membership of 13,000 in 94 congregations. 

EPS, Geneva 
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UNITY AND MISSION IRREVOCABLY LINKED, 
DR. NILES EMPHASIZES 


(Gatlinburg, Tenn.) - Some 150 Methodist leaders from 48 countries. meeting 
“here were told by one of Asia's leading churchmen that the Christian Church 
must be reunited before it can carry on its ultimate mission - to lead all 

men to accept Jesus Christ as Lord. 


Dron Dele Niles, of Ceylon, general secretary of the Hast Asia Christian Con- 
ference, said that the mission of the Church "lays on us as Christians the 
burden of manifesting the unity of the Church. In our Lord!s high priestly 
prayer, 'that they may all be one', the unity of the Church is directly 
linked to the unity .or oneness of the mission. } 


"One of the difficult problems we have to face", Dr. Niles continued, "is 
how to carry out the mission of proclaiming Jesus Christ as Lord while the 
churches are divided". 


Attending sessions of a ten-day study conference convened by the Methodist? 
Board of Missions were Methodist bishops, district superintendents, mission 
leaders, pastors, and laymen from around the world. Many will be delegates 
to the quadrennial General Conference of The Methodist Church which begins 
Sunday (April 26) in Pittsburgh, Pa. Aah es 


In other sessions the Methodist leaders issued study papers which: 


~ Condemned racial segregation in the USA, urged the church to end any | 
discrimination remaining in its own institutions, and petitioned the church's 
General Conference to abolish the all-Negro Central Jurisdiction. Racial 
segregation in the USA, their statement said, "not only weakens the witness 
of the church in that land, but is a burden to the whole Methodist fell swship — 
and a hindrance to our mission in the world". ee 


- Defined the "Missionary Congregation" as one which Nalternately gathers 
for renewal and mutual strengthening, and then goes out into the world to 
meet the needs of the world". . 


- Questioned the suitability of the present structure of the Methodist 
Church to cope with "the radical needs of our new day" in relation to 


overseas churches. Cat issue is the system whereby overseas churches, 
which have grown out of American Methodist missionary efforts, are organized 
by geographic units into Central Conferences. These, in turn, are. organi- 


zationally ‘related to The Methodist Church in the USA through the General 
Conference which meets every four years. The statement said the General 
Conference concentrates too much upon the US church's problems and spends 
too little time on concerns of overseas bodies.) 


- Endorsed the union of churches as "an attempt to make visibly real one 
voice and one witness for the body of Christ". . EPS, Geneva 


No. 15.~ 23rd April, 1964 13 


U.S. CHURCHES PLEDGE TO 
"GO FORWARD!" IN UNITY TALKS 


(Princeton, NeJ.) ~ Leaders of six major Protestant churches in the United 
States have unanimously agreed to continue their union talks despite what- 
ever "difficulties, setbacks, and disappointments" they may encounter in the 
future. ; 


A statement adopted in the final session of their four-day meeting here 
declared: "We intend to stay together. We intend to go forward together." 


One such "setback" occurred in the final session of the meeting when the 
Methodist delegation unexpectedly announced Matut ete nad to Lace \square~ 
ly several vital issues and that it did not plan to seek an endorsement to 
proceed with the formulation of unity plans from the Methodist General Con- 
vention when it meets next week. However, Mr. Charles Parlin, New York, a 
Methodist layman and president of the World Council of Churches, told the 
meeting it will be recommended that the Methodists continue in the consulta- 
tion. 


Some members of the Protestant Episcopal delegation also reportedly created 
confusion by indicating they thought, they should wait at least three more 
years before asking their church's general convention for authorization to 
proceed with the drafting of a detailed plan for union. 


At sessions last year, participants had voted to ask their respective 
churches for authority "to enter into tne development of a plan of union" 
when it is decided that the time has arrived for such a plan. The United 
Church of Christ and The Christian Church (Disciples) have given their con- 

sultation delegates that authority. 


The United Presbyterian General Assembly will be asked to grant the union- 
talk authorization when it convenes this spring. 


It is expected that the sixth church ~ the Evangelical United Brethren ~ which 
is engaged in separate union negotiations with The Methodist Church, will 
adopt the Methodist position. 


This was the third such. session of the consultation. It first met in 1962 
as the result of a call two years earlier by Dr. Bugene Carson Blake, chief 
executive officer of the United Presbyterian Church for a united church. 
That proposal, now. widely referred to as the "Blake Plan", called for new 
efforts to form a united church which would be "truly catholic, truly re- 
formed, and truly evangelical". 


Discussions at this session dealt with the ministry, baptism, and communion, 
described by the final statement as "three of the most difficult theological 
and ecclesiastical questions which have divided our churches in the past". 


The statement continued: "We have made progress toward finding the answers 
required in order to establish a united church which would comprehend the 
rich variety of our several traditions." 


Agreement reached to date, it said, "while not fully comprehensive nor final 
is, nevertheless, an encouraging basis for the work that lies before us". 


The Christian Science Monitor reported that certain trends were definabie in 
discussions. It listed these ass 

~ a determination led by the Protestant Zpiscopal Church to preserve the 
historic form of ecclesiastical hierarchy in the ministry of the new church; 
- recognition of both infant and adult baptism with emphasis on immersion. 
- provision for various communion practices as long as these variations do 
not obscure, omit, or falsify the basic Eucharistic actions", EPS, Geneva 
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SPANISH CATHOLIC BISHOP SEES 
'GRAVE DANGERS! IN PROSELYTISM 


(Madrid) - Bishop Pedro Cantero Cuadrado of Huelva said here "all proselytism 
in religious matters" in this country tc "a grave danger to our Catholic 
unity and to religious and social peace", He called it “illegal and .wrong", 


In an interview appearing in Arriba, the organ of the Spanish Falange, the 
Bishop condemned in particular proselytism characterised "by unjust and 
wrongful methods, such as calumny, aggressiveness, falsehood, exploitation 
of ignorance or poverty, with the object of making of conversion not a 
personal and free adherence to a religious faith, but an external conquest, 
a mere enlistment in another faith in .the interest of religious strife or 
dispute". 


In this connection, Bishop Ronteos cited Article 1451 of the Roman Seenotee 
Code of Canon Law which warns "nobody should be forced to embrace the 
Catholic faith against his will". 


Declaring that "Spain.is, confessionally speaking, a Catholic state, and 
the Catholic Church occupies a. preferential juridical relation", the bishop 
said that "although it is’ true that justice ordains that everyone should 
receive that which is. his due!', this does not mean that "everyone should 

be given the same treatment". BPS, Geneva 


COUNCIL. OF CHURCHES © 
FORMED IN NEAR EAST 


(Cairo) - In an historic meeting here delegates from 20 Protestant, Anglican, 
and Orthodox churches voted into being the Near Kast Council of Cineenaat 

In a four-day session they also approved a Constitution and By-Laws for the 
new organization and set up a number of commissions and other agencies to 
carry out its: work. The new organization, whose members cover a geographical 
span from Algeria to Iran, is a successor to the Near East Christian Council, 
Whereas its predecessor organization included mission agencies in its member- 
ship the new body is composed exclusively of churches. ; 


The constituting meeting elected as thefirst executive secretary the Rev. 

samuel Habib of the Coptic Evangelical Church of Egypt. It named the Rev. 
Lowrie Anderson, a missionary of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, as) 
associate secretary. : : 


In its first session the Council agreed to ask the Ecumenical Advisory Council” 
for Christian Service in Hgypt to ‘serve as ans representative for unity | 
work in Egypt. 3 


It also set up a Commission on Outreach and Witness and instructed it to 
study ways of carrying out joint action for mission in the area. Other 
commissions established include one to operate the. Council! s Bae rs: 
on the Radio Voice of the Gospel, 
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The Council also endorsed a call by its Committee for Refugee Work to all 
member churches to mark Sunday, May 10, as a "Day of Remembrance :for 
Palestinian Refugees". On that day an ecumenical "service of Remembrance 
and Thanksgiving" will be held in St. George's Cathedral, Jerusalem, 

Other churches throughout the area are expected to hold similar services. 
Special collections will be taken to aid the Council's refugee work. 


Observers present at the constituting meeting included Bishop Samuel, head 
of the Department for Ecumenical Affairs of the Coptic Orthodox Church and 
others from the Coptic Evangelical Church, and the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church. Observers also were present from the Latin and Uniate churches. 
They had been officially appointed by the Committee of Bishops in communion 
with the Holy See. 


Churches in the new Council are located in the following countries: Aden, 
Algeria, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, the Persian Gulf area, Sudan, Syria, 
Tunisia, Turkey, and the United Arab Republic, EPS, Geneva 


POPE ASKS COOPERATION 
OF ITALIAN HIERARCHY 


(Rome ) - The Pope in a speech to the Italian Episcopal Conference called 
for the Italdan hierarchy's cooperation with church leaders Gh (OLBEr, nebLons 
in bringing about church renewal through the Second Vatican Council. 


The Pope termed the Council the Roman Catholic Church's effort '"'to restore 
perfect communion with the separated Christian brethren ..." 


He also :said that he had. set no time limit for the Council. Harlier, 

reports had quoted him as saying he hoped the third session would be the 

last. EPS, Geneva 
IN BRINE 


Phe World Association of Christian Broadcasting has scheduled two meetings 

here in Arnoldshain, Germany, in May. From May 10 - 13 the organization's 
18-member policy-making Executive Committee will hold its first session 

since the WACB's constituting assembly in Limuru, Kenya, in May 1953. 

From May 8 - 14 some ninety broadcasting producers, editors, and others will meet 
for the WACB!s European conference. Association chairman is the Rt. Rev. 
Fridjov Birkeli, Lutheran Bishop ofStavanger, Norway. Named last month 

as its first executive director was the Rev. Edwin H. Robertson, London. 


* * * 
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An increase in its missionary force and expansion to include a new mission 
field has been voted by the Board of World Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the US (Southern). By 1970 the church plans to have some 600 


missionaries at work around the world. The increase from the present ste. ; 
of 519 represents an annual increase of three per cent over the next five 
years. Mission work will be begun, by the Board in Indonesia, the first 


new field the church has entered since 1936. 


tee ALTE cf CoS 


Dr. Reinhold von Thadden-Trieglaff, president of the German Evangelical 
Church Day Movement (DEKT), who will be 73 in August, has announced he will 
retire soon, because of age and a larynx ailment which handicaps him in 
making public addresses. The DEKT movement was organized at Hanover in 
1949 under Dr. von Thadden's leadership. It has since expanded into one 
of the outstanding lay movements in world Christianity. 


* * * 


Dr. William J. Gallagher, first gemeral secretary of the Canadian Council 

of Churches died April 4 in Toronto after a long illness. He was 70. 

A minister of the United Church of Canada, he had served 20 years in various 
Ontario congregations before becoming joint secretary of several denomination- 
al boards that were the forerunners of the Council of Churches formed in 

LOWS Dr. Gallagher was a delegate at the 1948 Amsterdam Assembly that 
established the World Council of Churches, and many other World Council 
gatherings, including its Third Assembly at New Delhi in 1961. 


* * * 


A "serious effort" to establish "dialogue" between white and Negro ministers 
of the Presbyterian Church in the US (Southern), and later among the 
church!s white and Negro laymen, has been discussed at a three-day meeting 
of ministers at Montreat, N.C. (USA). Attending the conference were 63 
ministers; most of them Negro, including the conference director, the Rev. 


Lawrence W. Bottoms. 
4 RETR 


Two years ago the Nkuyu Baptist Church, near Tukuyu, Tanganyika, had 14 
members; today it has 125. The. church receives no subsidy from any 
missionary body, and its members have no cash or jobs. ‘Instead they bring 
a tithe of-their harvest, which is sold to provide a wage for the pastor. 
In Jaruary, 1961, the pastor was illiterate; now he speaks, reads, and 


writes in two languages. 
*¥ * * 


Compulsory religious services will no longer be held in Swedish prisons. 
A new law stipulates that in the future attendance shall be voluntary. j 
The Swedish Minister of Justice has described the old law as incompatible 

with the religious freedom guaranteed by the Swedish Constitution. 


* * * 


Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity, in a speech in Milan,urged lay Catholics to become actively 
involved in the various ecumenical movements that have developed in recent 


years. 
* * * 
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The Israeli government has announced it will help build a Maronite Rite 
church in a Galilee village for a group ce Maronites evacuated from another 
village for security reasons during the Palestine War in 1948. The 
Maronites are an Hastern Ghurch which was reunited with Rome in the Middle 
Ages. 

*¥ * *¥ 


Four Lutheran World Federation staff will visit Lutheran churches in Estonia 
and Latvia during the first half of May. The delegation will be headed 
by LWF general secretary Dr. Kurt Schmidt-Clausen. 


* * * 


Fort Skelly, an American base near Regensburg, West Germany, will be the 
Site of a new house of worship designed not only for services for Protestant 
and Roman Catholic Christians, but also for use by Jews, Moslems, and 
Buddhists. Regensburg city officials have approved plans for the building 
designed to serve the needs of US armed forces Rerspnaes of all faiths 
stationed at the base. 

*¥ * * 


Righty French Roman Catholic clergy responsible for ecumenical relations in 
their particular dioceses have held a four-day meeting near Versailles under 
auspices of the national Secretariat for Christian Unity. Speakers included 
Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox ecumenists. 


* * * 


Metropolitan Pimen of Kroutitsy and Kolomna of the Russian Orthodox Church, 


has paid.an official visit to Denmark. He headed a four-man delegation 
from the Moscow Patriarchate, Barlier delegates from the Evangelical-- 
Lutheran Church of Denmark had visited the USSR. 

7 | : ae ae | 


The nature of, cooperation possible between the disciplines of theology, 
philosophy, and the social sciences in the study of religion and society was 
explored by a recent five-day conference held at Pachmarhi, Madhya Pradesh, 
India, The. group, although dominantly Protestant, also included Roman 
Catholics, and "secularists". The meeting was sponsored by’ the Christian 
Institute for the Study of Religion and Society, Bangalore. : 


* * * 


Fifty fraternal workers from 17 churches, the majority of them working in 

. Europe, met at Chateau d!Oex, Switzerland, last we ekend for the annual 

| Fraternal Workers! Retreat, sponsored by the Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
) Refugee, and World Serviod, of the World Council of Churches. Retreat 
theme was "The Renewal of the Church". In discussion of the role of the 

’ fraternal worker today as contrasted with the post-war emergency situation, 
» the group agreed that he still has a significant function particularly 

' in reflecting the unity of the, church, but said further study is needed to 


Bs clarify his sad dV 
ry : * * * 


, A delegation from the Lutheran Church of Hungary will visit the Evangelical 
Church in Austria May 6-12. It will be led by Bishop Zoltan Kaldy of the 
Southern Diocese of the Lutheran Church of Hunge SIME 


* * * 


—— 


No. 15 - 23rd April, 1964 | aet 


The Lutheran World Federation headquarters in Geneva has received a con- 
tribution of 40 Marks ($10) from the Erlangen~Neustadt parish of Germany's 
Bavarian Lutheran Church "for victims of racial discrimination" in the 


United States. 
eo Ke  * 


An Anglican and a Presbyterian congregation in London soon will worship: in 
the same church. A Presbyterian church in the Woolwich area of Greater 
London is to be demolished and the site cleared to build a youth centre in 
which the two churches, along with the YMGA, are cooperating. Presbyterians 
then will worship in the Anglican parish church. The Presbyterian minister 
and the Anglican vicar of the two congregatione will jointly manage the 


church, 
He) EY, ge 


fhe. Presbyterian, Church’ in ‘Chiléy has joined the Bee ee a World Alliance, 

raising Allianee membership to 94. The Chilean church was started by 
missionaries from North America. It has been independent since January 
this year. It has 7,000 members, 14 parishes, 14 pastors. 


* * * 


While the Old Catholic Church in Amsterdam was being restored recently the 
congregation met in a Roman Catholic chapel. In Ijmuiden and Enschede 
the Old Catholic congregations regularly celebrate Mass in Roman Catholic 
churches. 

¥ 


The Spanish government has authorised the opening of two more churches, one 
in Madrid and one in Barcelona. Both belong to the Pentecostal movement. 
* xX * 
Anglicans and Old Catholics in Vienna, Austria, have established a secretariat | 
to promote relations between the youth of the two communions. 
* * * 
Objections to the ordination of women are without theological foundation, 


according to Anglican Bishop J. A. T. Robinson of Woolwich. Writing in 
an Anglican Ube deoprig tive the author of the controversial book, "Honest .to A 


God", said that it is "simply a matter time" until women will be accepted 
in the pulpit. And he added, "that time is probably much shorter than ‘we ; 
Tonk, ie a i Ue 


Hearing that Old Catholics were having difficulty finding a church to wor- 
ship in, the Protestant Episcopal Church at New Bedford, Mass. (USA), gave 
them a church with a vicarage worth $200,000, which was no longer in use 
and was up for sale. 

* * 
Canon L. John Collins, 59-year-old dean of St. Paul's Cathedral (Anglican), 
London, has resigned as chairman of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. 
He had held the post since the movement was inaugurated in 1957. A 
statement issued by the campaign's headquarters said that Canon Collins 
wished to state "quite categorically" that he still believed profoundly in 
the aims of the movement,- but that "he is of the opinion that for the next 
few months, the chairman will need to spare much more time and energy for 
campaign affairs than he will be able to give’ EPS, Geneva 
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| Special Report: Churches! leaders study "missionary congregation". .17 


TURKISH GOVERNMENT SAYS 
PATRIARCHATE. "INVIOLATE" 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) - The foreign minister of Turkey has assured the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a World Council of 
Churches agency, that both the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople and 
Nthe person of the Patriarch will remain inviolate". 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, New York and Philadelphia, director of the CCIA, told 
the US Conference for the World Council of Churches here, that he had received 
a cable in reply to his April 14 communication to the foreign minister asking 
that the Ecumenical Patriarchate be "maintained inviolate in Istanbul and 

any property and personnel safeguarded against any interference which would 
impair its normal ecclesiastical functions". 


The foreign minister cabled Dr. Nolde that the Turkish constitution safe- 
guards all religions and there is "no concern to any of our citizens provided 
that they obey Turkish laws and show them respect. Respect and obedience to 
clerics is a principle that has found its place in the political traditions 
of Turkey ever since the conquest of Istanbul in 1433 AD and we have never 
forsaken this principle nor do we intend doing so in the future." 


The foreign minister also said: "I hope that you have also drawn the attention 
- of Archbishop Makarios, who is the president of Cyprus as well as being a man 

of the cloth, in connection with the planned massacre of defenceless Turks - 

including women, children, and old people in Cyprus since Christmas of 1963. 
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"I wish to draw your attention to the fact that we are not finding it possible 
to stop the injuries being systematically perpetrated against Turkey and the 
Turkish nation by certain clerics, It would be appropriate if you made a 
judgement with regard to the measures taken in connection with a very limit:d 
number of persons under the light of these considerations." 


Similar cables have been sent to other groups and. individuals protesting tke 


government’ actions. Two high-ranking members of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
of Constantinople were recently deprived of their Turkish citizenship and asked 
to leave the country. (See story following). EPS, Geneva 


EXILED METROPQLITANS SEE 
PATRIARCHATE IN GREAT DANGER 


(Paris) - The two metropolitans of the Ecumenical Patriarchate expelled from 
Turkey last week said here that the Patriarchate had never "in its sixteen 
centuries of existence been in such danger. 


"Phe very idea that such a venerable spiritual institute could be deprived 
of its traditional: seat and wander in exile is unthinkable", they said. 


The two, who made their remarks in a press conference, were Metropolitan 
Emilianos, Vicar General of: the: Patriarchate, and Metropolitan Iakovos of 
Philadelphia,-a member of the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches. The press conference was chaired by Pastor Marc Boegner, former 
president of the French Protestant Federation. 


The metropolitans were expelled, by the Turkish government as part of a series 
of actions against the Patriarchate. 


With regard to.their own situation they declared that "as priests exclusively 
devoted to our spiritual duties and as Turkish citizens" they had been always 
loyal to Turkey. As any Turkish citizens, they said,-they had the right to 
have charges against them presented in court instead of being summarily "dep- 
rived of our nationality, treated as criminals, and sent into exile". 


After leaving Paris the two metropolitans spent several days visiting the 


(Paris) - Mgr. C. J. Dumont, director of Istina, the Roman Catholic ecumenical 
centre here, said in an interview in the French daily Le Monde, that the 
emotion aroused in the Christian world by the crisis of the Ecumenical 


Patriarchate demonstrates the reality of the ecumenical movement. 


World Council of Churches! headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, They are 
expected soon to go to the United States where they have obtained two-month 
visitorg! visas. BPS, Geneva 

\ 
UNITY OF CHURCHES SEEN IW : 
REACTION TO PATRIARCHATE CRISIS 


"The Christian churches of different confessions and denominations have est- | 
ablished links which are becoming constantly closer", he said. "From now on @ 
it is impossible to hurt one of them without provoking a general movement of JF 
solidarity... There is no doubt that the threats to the Ecumenical Patriarchaté 
have provoked gerious concern in Rome and it would not be surprising if that 
concern is soon manifested". 


Mgr. Dumont also paid tribute to the Patriarch Athenagoras who "since his 4 
elevation to the Ecumenical throne, has given many proofs of his moderation, hj 
wisdom, and the constancy of his optimism..." Mgr. Dumont added that he 
thought it was impossible that "a government, conscious of its responsibilities 
and ultimately of its real interests on the nationaland international spheres 
should not in the long run take into account the political wisdom of thet 
great prelate". BPS, Geneva 
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DR. NOLDE ASKS END OF 
INTERNATIONAL "MYTHS" 


- (Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) - A call for an open society where people of the world 
may freely meet and learn to trust each other was made by a church expert on 
international affairs at the US Conference for the World Council of Churches 
here. 


‘Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, New York and Phhladelphia, associate general secretary 
of the World Couneil of Churches and director of its Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, made the proposal for greater friendship and con- 
fidence between nations. 


Dr. Nolde's plan, which he advanced "not as dogmatic conclusions, but as a 
basis for discussion and debate" listed six "myths" in the area of international 


affairs which he said should be replaced by positive approaches. These were: 
Ae The myth that either Communism or imperialism is uniform and monolithie 


which must give way to a perceptive differentiation and a restraint in 
blustering name-calling. 


as The myth that Germany must remain divided as a continuing aftermath of the 
second World War which must give way to the opportunity for the exercise 
of self-determination in a way that will ensure the security of oe 
neighbours both to the east and to the west. 


is The myth that fantastic sums of money have to be appropriated to military 
budgets so long as the cold war remains unabated which must give way to 
far more speedy progress in balanced disarmament. 


4. The myth that people of China must remain isolated from the world family 
until their government is generally acceptable which must give way to an 
intelligent and realistic effort to bring to an end their artificial 
separation. 


Hs The myth that either the United States or the Soviet Union should at all 
costs excel in space exploration or be the first to land on the moon which 
must give way to cooperative efforts under international supervision. 


6. The myth that human rights, especially equitable race relations and 
religious liberty, are a matter only of national concern which must give 
way to the recognition that international involvement in what happens in 
any country has very considerably diminished the area of domestic 
jurisdietion. 


Dr. Nolde prefaced his address by noting the "necessity of a continuing 
ideological struggle. 


"Marxist Communism in its orthodox philosophy is atheistic in its conceptian 


of ultimate reality and materialistic in its view of man", he said. -"Its 
violent revolutionary strategy and its totalitarian practices can at any moment 
disregard the sacredness of human personality. On issues of faith the Christian 


cannot compromise, and those who on other than Christian grounds hold to the 
dignity and worth of the individual man will not yield. 


"The World Council of Churches had taken the position that totalitarianism is 
false in doctrine and dangerous in practice, This applies to totalitarianism, 
wherever it appears in whatever form. It perverts the goals of social: jus- 
tice which it professes. 


"Serious as this fundamental ideological conflict is, it cannot be resolved 
by political fiat or by military action", Dr. Nolde emphasised, 
EPS, Geneva 
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DANGER OF "ENNUI" SEEN 
IN ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) ~ The idea of Christian unity has become commonplace 
and the former zest for the movement is in danger of "ennui: even lethargy to» 
day", an ecumenical pioneer, the Rev. Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, executive 
secretary in the United States of the World Council of Churches, said here. 


In a wide-ranging speech that appraised the prospects for the ecumenical move~ 
ment in the US today, Dr. Barnes said that at the same time "there is a great 

gain for the ecumenical movement in the fact that the councils of churches are 
more representative than they were formerly". 


Addressing 200 Protestant and Orthodox leaders at the annual meeting of the 
US Conference for the World Council of Churches, he declared: 


"We should not be. romantic about the good old days when the ecumenical en-- 


thusiasts led the movement with the consent of their churches. The churches 
themselves were not then necessarily committed or involved. Delegated rep- 
resentatives now involve the churches more than Night 3 were then, This marks 


Significant advance.' 


Dr. Barnes predicted that in the next few years the most important progress 
in Christian unity would be made in "attitudes and patterns of association — — 
in cooperation, and protocol, proprieties, and procedures". He said that 

progress in matters of faith and order will probably be slow and "will be , 
derived from shared Biblical study rather than from agreements on formulation | 
of doctrine, . 


"Unions are quite unpredictable", he said. "We must pray in faith that the 
Holy Spirit will intervene with power to confound our Pe hae hae based upon 
calculations of our own resources and efforts. 


Se 


"The animation of the ecumenical movement must now come primarily from the 

churches, This means that there must be renewal within the churches them-~ 
selves if the movement is to escape lethargy and the councils of churches . 
scape becoming mere expedential agencies to enable the churches to achieve , 
a greater measure of order in their relationships, among themselves and to 

the community - order required for dealing with governments and modern mass 
Society with its complex of power structures. EPS, Geneva 


SOUTHERN. RHODESTAN CHURCH ~ 
LEADERS ISSUE WARNING 


(Salisbury) ~ Six Protestant, Anglican, and Roman Catholic church leaders in 
Southern Rhodesia warned the country's new government that any attempt to 
declare independence unilaterally could not be justified on moral grounds. 


ee ee 


Any such declaration, they said, would be "an extreme act outside the consti- 
tution and could no: be "morally justified without the expressed consent of 
the peoples of the country and without a reasonable hope of promoting the 
common good", 


At the same time, they said, no 1 constitutional attempt to overthrow a 
legally constituted government could be justified unless three conditions 
- were simultaneously present. They listed these as: grave and prolonged 
government violations of rights; the failure of all constitutional methods 
of redress; and the reasonable prospect of success and of setting up an 
objectively better state of affairs. '. .EPS, Geneva 
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WCC APPEALS FOR $60,000 
TO AID EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES 


(Geneva) - Because the National Christian Council of India has used all - 
its disaster funds, amounting to $10,000, in aiding refugees from East 
Pakistan who have crossed into Assam, the World Council of Churches has 
appealed to its member. churches for $60,000 to provide immediate additional 
help. 


At the same time, the Indian Council has asked its member churches to assist 
with money, personnel, and material. 


Already, in response to the WCC appeal issued by its Division of Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee, and World Service, the British Council of Churches has saeseina 
$14,000 and Church World Service, USA, has promised $5,000. 


The money will go for medical supplies, food, clothing, soap, seeds, and 
other items. It is expected that a further request will have to be made 
later for the refugees! rehabilitation. 


The emergency has arisen because of a mass exodus of people from East Pakistan 
who have fled their homeland because of tensions between various religious 
groups. The disturbances have been centred in the 100-mile border dividing 
the Mymensingh district of East Pakistan from the Garo Hills region of Assan, 
India. So far nearly 100,000 refugees, about half of them Christian, have 
ee Baye and are being sheltered in hastily contrived transit camps 

EPO NG. 8 )i. 


At Gauhati, Assam, the National Christian Council of India has, in consultae- 
tion with local churches and missions, set up a coordinating committee which 
has distributed blankets, clothing, and limited quantities of food immediately 
obtainable in the area. Tarpaulins were bought in Calcutta for use over 
bamboo frames to provide temporary shelter for about 500 people. Immunisation 
against smallpox and cholera has been carried out by volunteer doctors and 
nurses. Vitamins, cooking utensils, work tools, and the like have also been 
provided. 


In Hast Pakistan those who have been made destitute by the emergency but have 
not fled to India are being helped by the East Pakistan Christian Council 
(BPCC). . Relief is also being offered by the EPCC to refugees from India who 
have sought asylum in East Pakistan after the recent communal disturbances 

in West Bengal. The churches in East Pakistan have given $30,000 to the 

EPCC for use in meeting immediate needs in that country and are not at present 
asking for further financial aid. EPS, Geneva 


NEW ERA COMING IN CHURCH AND STATE 
RELATIONS SAYS VISSER Me HOOFT 


(Belgrade, Yugoslavia) - Church and State relations are eaten ie a new phase 
fin countries all over the world, Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary 
mof the WCC, said in a speech at a dinner given to the start delegation from 
the World esanien Iie Geneva headquarters, by the Minister of Social Welfare 

and Chairman of the Commission of Religious Affairs of the Yugoslav government, 


The dinner was attended by Patriarch German of the Serbian Orthodox Church 
and representatives-of the several churches and of the government. Dr. 
Visser 't Hooft said that the relationships between governments and churches 
which stemmed from Constantine the Great were ending and a new system must 
be worked out. 
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"This will afford the churches tremendous opportunities", the general secretary 
said, "Unfortunately, there ‘are some church leaders in a number of countries 
who do not seem to be aware of these and so they are afraid of this emerging 
situation. 


"There is no cause for fear but rather for thankfulness and expectancy 
because, as States come to take over more and more of the social regepons- 
ibilities which for centuries have devolved upon the Church - for education, 
health, and welfare, to give examples - so the Church will be set free to be 
itself, 


"We can expect a return in many ways to the pre-Constantine conception of the 
nature of the Church. This does not imply a passive Church but a Church 
engaged in its true mission of service to mankind through love of and align- 
ment with those engaged’in the struggle for freedom, peace, and justice." 


Dr. Visser’ 't Hooft emphasised that the question of Church and State relation- 
Ships is an abiding one and that it would be a mistake to expect there could 
ever be a permanent solution. , 


"There is a parallel with marriage", he gaid. "Even in the best and happiest 
marriages every problem and tension cannot be settled once and for all but 
must be worked at afresh each day. 


"In developing our ideas of"a fruitful and happy relationship between Church 
and State it is clear that our theologians are going to be kept busy for a 
long time to come, Basically this is a theological question and we must look 
to the theologians to help us ‘find the answers." 


The primary reason for the WCC staff delegation's visit to Yugoslavia was to 
hand over officially the 125 houses given by the member churches to the sur- 
vivors of the earthquake disaster at Skopje last July 26.(see story on page 7) 
But during the delegation's four-day stay in the country opportunities were 
Seized to-have talks on a variety of matters with church, government, and 
voluntary agency representatives. While -the delegation was in Belgrade th 
members were the guests of the Patriarch of the serbian Orthodox Church, — 

. During their visit the letter of application of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church for membership in the WCC was transmitted to the delegation. 
| _ EPS, Geneva 


ENGLAND 'S: PRESBYTERIANS URGED 
TO EASE RULE ON REMARRIAGE 


(London) - The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of England will be 
asked, when it meets in May, to ease its laws involving remarriage of divorced 
persons. A report prepared by its Committee on the Church and Community 
states: that the Assembly should "now depart from the position taken in 1946 
when it allowed two conflicting views to be held regarding the remarriage of 
divorced persons'", ' 


The 1946 Assembly held that it respected the views of those who believe the 
remarriage of divorced persons to be contrary to New Testament teaching. It 
also said that ministers who did not adhere to this view could perform 
Marriages if they were satisfied that the person seeking remarriage was 
morally innocent in the divorce or that the divorced person had expressed 
penitence and had been admitted or readmitted to the Christian Church, 


In its report for the forthcoming meeting of the Assembly, the Committee 
states: "In our view the so-called strict attitude is wrong and we believe 
the Assembly should ask its ministers to examine each case where an applic- 
ation is made for the remarriage of a divorced person. EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES! SECTOR AT SKOPJE 
IS DEDICATED 


(Skopje, Yugoslavia)-- The 125 houses given by the member churches of. the 
World Gouneil of Churches to help those made homeless by last year's earth- 
quake disaster were dedicated here last week, 


The ceremony marked the end of the first phase of the project, for which 
churches around the world have subscribed more than $600,000. 


Present at the dedication were leaders of the Macedonian archbishopric of 
Ohrid and Skopje; Mr. Blagoj Popov, the mayor of Skopje; Mr. Jodor Smilevski, 
president of the district where the "Churches! Sector", as the development 

is known, is located;. Mr. Boco Conseév, president of the Commission for 
Religious Affairs in the Republic of Macedonia (one of the six federal 
republics which comprise Yugoslavia); anda staff delegation from the WCC 
headquarters, Geneva. 


The WCC delegation included the general secretary, Dr. W. A. Visser !t Hooft; 
the director of the Division of: Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, 
Dr. Leslie HE. Cooke; Bishop Emilianos, the representative of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate to the WCC; and Bishop Vladimir, the representative of the 
Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church to the World Council. 


Others present included Mr. Harald H. Lund, the Church, World Service/Lutheran 
World Relief representative in Yugoslavia who has acted on behalf of the WCC 
in carrying through the project, as well as leaders of churches, local 
government, the Red Cross, and welfare agencies in Skopje. 


Dr. Visser 't- Hooft, in the presence of a large crowd, cut a tape stretched 
across the heuittiade main street in the "Churches! Sector". He said that 
as soon as people aspired to struggle they were already equates out on top 
rand that was what was happening at Skopje. 


He described Skopje as a city which has become "a symbol of something novel 
that is happening in the world; a remarkable example of the kind of coop- 
eration that’ is characteristic of our time". He noted that the "Churches!:. 
pector" ais "not merely the gift of an individual body but comes from hundreds. 
of people around the world. -When those who. are to live: here sit quietly. 

in their homes it is: hoped that they will.feel the re of all:these .: 
unseen friends surrounding them", he said,” | Kee 


Dre Coole: told the gathering that there had never before: been such cooperation 
between churches, government, the Red Cross, and other organizations: as there 
“had been in the carrying out of the "Churches! Sector" at Skopje. “He par- 
“ticularly praised: the efforts of Mr. Harald: Lund whom he described as "the 
Boriving force behind the project". 


: 


mhe "Churches! Sector" is an identifiable community built on a hillside over- 
looking Skopje. Only two of the houses were occupied immediately, but they 
have all been allocated and the tenants are expected to .move in next week, 
emong them will be six priests and a Moslem imam. Beside each front door 
His a metal plate which records that the house is a gift from the WCC. A 
welcoming letter, personally signed by Dr. Visser 't' Hooft, has been handed 
With the keys to each of the 125 families who will occupy the houses. 


The ‘second phase of the Skopje project will begin in June when 50 young men 
and women, recruited by the Brethren Church and the WCC Youth Department, 
Will go there to help the tenants of the"Churches! Sector" put up annexes 
wior storing fuel, prams, and similar articles. They will work in Skopje 
Puntil the end of the summer, EPS, Geneva 
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DR. BARNES ANNOUNCES 
HE WILL RETIRE 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) - One of America's most respected ecumenical leaders 
has announced that he plans to retire by October 1. Dr. Roswell Parkhurst 
Barnes, executive secretary of the New York office of the World Council of 
Churches, revealed his plans to members of the US Conference for the WCC, 
meeting at Buck Hill Falls, Pa., last week. 


Dr. Barnes, who will be 63 in July, has suffered from heart trouble for the. 
past two years. He told the 200 US churchmen here for the annual meeting of 
the US Conference, which he also serves as executive secretary, that he is 
retiring on his physician's advice. 


A minister of the Presbyterian Church, Dr. Barnes has been active in the 
ecumenical movement since his student days. He first met many of: the present 
leaders of the movement when he was active in the Student Christian Movement 
in. the 1920s. Among his,.friendships which date from those days is that with 
Dr. W.A. Visser !t Hooft, WCC general secretary, whom he met in Europe in 1924, 


Dr. Barnes joined the staff of the Federal Council of Churches in 1936 as 
associate secretary of the Department of International Justice and Goodwill. 
In the decade 1940 to 1950 he was associate general secretary of the Federal 
Council and editor of its bulletin. .. When the Federal Council was integrated 
into a new National Council of Churches in 1950, he was named executive 
secretary.of the. Division’ of Life and :Work,. He was associate general secre- 
tary of the NCC from 1954. 


He assumed his present post: as the top US staff member of: the World Council of 
Churches in 1958. .Active in the provisional committee for the World Council, 
he is one of those who laboured across the boundaries of World War II to keep 
open the lines of contact between divided churches. 


He was author of one of the background papers for the organizing assembly of 
the World Council in Amsterdam in 1948 and was liaison secretary: for the policy 
committee of the Amsterdam Assembly. At the Second Assembly of the WCC in 
Evanston in 1954 he was chairman of the section which dealt with the "Church 
amidst racial and ethnic tensions". When the Third.Assembly met in New 

Delhi, India, in 1961, Roswell Barnes, then a staff member, acted as a staff 
secretary of the policy-reference committee, 


He is considered an expert in 2vontemporary church history and is particularly 
concerned with the'Church!s role in public affairs. The latter subject was 
the theme of his’ recent book, "Under Orders", (Doubleday 1961). "A Christian 
Imperative", a 1941 book, was subtitled "Our Contribution to World Order", 

EPS, Geneva. 


CARDINAL REGRETS STRAIN BETWEEN CHURCHES | 
CAUSED BY PRINCESS'S "TRANSITION" 


(The Hague) - Bernard Cardinal Alfrink of Utrecht has "admitted" and "regretted! 
that the "transition" of Princess Irene into the Roman Catholic Church has put. 
a strain on relations between the Dutch churches. 


The Cardinal made the comment in a letter replying to questions addressed him 


by the Moderamen Libapo tains spore; of the General Synod of the Netheriands 
et ea peng 
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His reply was given wide publicity in the Dutch press. The Nieuwe Rotterdamse 
Courant ran the full text in a three-column story on page one. 


The Cardinal's letter also officially revealed that the "transition" had taken 
place January 3 of this year in Rome "with the knowledge of her royal parents". 
It had been widely believed earlier that her entrance into the church had been 
made much earlier, 


The letter also said that the Princess had received a "conditional baptism", 
However the Cardinal said that if he had had "access at the time of the 
'transition! to the information I now have" there would have been no need for 
this baptism. 


The Cardinal's letter continued in part: 


"T agree with the moderamen that an act of transition is essentially an act 
vis-a-vis the community and therefore a public one except in extraordinary 
circumstances. Nevertheless I have felt it necessary to accede to the desire 
to have it kept private, because it was meant to be announced shortly there- 
after. . 


"T must admit and regret that by this action inter-church relations have been 
harmed, although I noted that in this regard the rules which should be 
followed in relationships between us with regard to such a ‘transition! are 
not sufficiently clear," 


The Cardinal added that it was the "result of an unfortunate coincidence, 
namely the absence of witnesses at the moment of the acceptance of the 
Princess into the church, that I did not have the available date concerning 
the an baptism was administered (to the Princess in the Netherlands Reformed 
Church). 


"This has been the reason why I felt obliged ... to have the acceptance into 
the church take place with a positive confession of the faith combined with 
conditionally administered baptism". 


The Cardinal explained the need for "conditionally administered. baptism" in 
this way: "The Roman Catholic Church recognizes as valid the baptism admin- 
istered by another church, but she places a condition, in accord with the 
Council of Nicea I and the Council of Constantinople I that baptism be ad- 
ministered in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. In relation to 
the sacramental sign, she does not consider the quantity of water used 
decisive, but such water must be used so that this 'cleansing by water! 
becomes visible," 


He added that in the "liturgical administration" of the baptism to the 
Princess “everything was excluded which could injure other churches", 


The Cardinal added: "To clarify the ecumenical situation and in order to 
promote a healthy development of church relations, I want to declare ex- 
plicitly that in accordance with Roman Catholic conviction Christian unity 
“will not be the result of a large number of individual conversions... Only 
in the common search for the Una Sancta by all churches which confess Christ 
can the lost unity of the Church be restored," EFS, Geneva 
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PROTESTANT LATIN AMERICA GAINS 
REPORTED, ESPECIALLY BY PENTECOSTALS 


(St. Paul, Minn. ) -~ Protestantism is growing faster in Latin America than. the 
population andthe biggest growth is being made by Pentecostals and mission 
‘groups not related to the historic churches, Dr. John A. Mackay, president-= 
emeritus of Princeton Theological Seminary, told a conference of missionaries 
here, 


He said there are now nearly 10 million Protestant Christians in Latin America, 
as compared with Only 200,000 there in 1916 "when I first went there as a 
missionary". 


Dr. Mackay, former chairman of the International Missionary Council and former 
president of the World Presbyterian Alliance, said that one reason the Pente- 
costals had made such great gains in Latin America is that they were able to 
convince the people there that "God really cared for them" and that they. made 
their religion relevant to everyday living. 


He commented that Pentecostal groups in fatinwneerea had audi off some of 
the "emotional excesses" for which they were known and that Pentecostal. churches 
in Chile had joined the World Council of Churches. . EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH ASKS LICENCES NOT BE RENEWED 
FOR TV STATIONS WHICH DISCRIMINATE 


(New York) - The United, Church of Christ has petitioned the US Federation 
Communications Commission to deny licence renewals to two television stations 
in Jackson, Mississippi. 


The church, through its Office of Communication, alleged that he two sEettons 
have discriminated against Negroes in the presentation of news and announce- 
ments and in the selection of programme material. Licences for both stations 
must be renewed June l. | cee: 


Dr. Everett. C..Parker, director of the Communication Office, said that the 
announcements, carried by the stations "mention affairs of interest to the 
white community, but do not. announce events among the Negro community or the 
efforts of Negroes to end segregation". Negroes represent nearly 45 per cent 
of the. area served by the two stations, the only two in Jackson. 

Ibe } ) EPS, Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND ANGLICANS WILL 
JOIN UNITY TALKS 


(Christchurch) ~ The General Synod of the Church of the Province of New 
Zealand (Anglican) has unanimously decided to enter into official | union | 
negotiations with other churches, 


The Presbyterian, Methodist, Congregational, and Associated GhusGher of Christ 
in New Zealand have been negotiating a basis of union for several years... 


The Anglican Church is the largest in New Zealand. If the five churches 
agree to unite, the joint church would include about three-quarters of New 
Zealand's population, 


The Synod also authorized the bishops of the Anglican churches of Melanesia 
and Polynesia to enter into negotiations with other churehes in their areas 
to form a united Church of the Pacific. EPS, Geneva 
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"NICE, WHITE NORTHERN LIBERAL" 
INTEGRATION OBSTACLE, LAYMAN SAYS 


(Lancaster, Pa.) + A prominent Protestant Episcopal layman declared in a 
speech here that the major obstacle to racial integration is not the Southern 
segregationist but the "nice, white Northern liberal" who assumes it is the 
prerogative of white people to "dispense to the Negro what he will get". 


Mr. William Stringfellow, a New York attorney who serves on the World Council 
of Churches! Faith and Order Commission, warned that the Negro's non-violent 
revolution: may become "an insurrection" since "the dignity and humanity and 
patience and restraint of Negro leaders like Martin Luther King is imminently 
in danger of repudiation: by the masses of Negro citizens". 


Describing violent racial outbursts in several cities as merely "brush-fires", 
he said they prophesy the agony and slaughter of the "day of wrath" to come. 


When that day arrives, he said, the role of white Christians will be "to 
accept and bear the hostility and assault of Negroes without protest, without 
prudence, without rationalization, without resistance, without a murmur, even 
though it means that one loses his job, or his possessions, or his status, or 
Mie vary,” on his yery: life". EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST MINISTER SAYS "MOLLYCODDLING" 
OF SOUTH AFRICA'S WHITEHS LOWERS MORALS 


(Capetown): - A leading South African Methodist minister said here that "“nolly- 
coddling of the white population has resulted in the highest rate of accidents, 
suicides, alcoholism, and divorces of any country in the world". 


Dr. Joseph B, Webb, a former president of the South African Methodist Church, 
censured whites in this nation for thinking that their skins gave them an 
“inherited aristocracy", He said they had a general ignorance of present 
day moral values and a dwindling interest in craftsmanship. 


Dr. Webb said the job reservation law is one instance of "mollycoddling" of 
white: South Africans, Under this law certain preferred positions are open 
only to whites. . EPS, Geneva 


FULL RACIAL INTEGRATION CF 
CHURCH URGED BY MISSIONARIES 


(Richmond, Va.) - Full integration of all.churches and institutions of the 
Presbyterian Church in the US (Southern) is urged in an appeal signed by 202 
of its missionaries and published here in the independent weekly magazine, 


Presbyterian Outlook. 


Because of their roles "in other cultures and among all races", the mission- 
aries stated, they felt "compelled .., to communicate to our church our con- 
cern about the effect that the existence of various forms of racial segrega- 
tion in the church has on the work of Christ in other lands. 


"Our witness is affected adversely", they said, "by the existence of segrega-~ 
tion in America which represents to the world, rightly or wrongly, a 
‘Christian’ country". EB, Geneva 
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REFORMED AND LUTHERAN THEOLOGIANS 
WILL STUDY REASONS FOR DISUNITY 


(Basel) - Twenty Lutheran and Reformed theologians meeting at Bad Schauenberg 
near here have agreed that the time has come to formulate a consensus on the 
points of doctrine which have contributed to their churches! disunity. 


They also agreed that a study should be made of practical ways in which the 
local congregations of their two churches could cooperate. 


The meeting was another in a series of conversations held Peete sD the auspices 
of the Faith and Order Department of the World Council: of Churches. The 
theological departments of the Lutheran World Federation and. the World 
Presbyterian Alliance cooperated in organization. Study. topic was "The 
Word of God and the Presence of God", 


Participants agreed they should hold similar meetings every year. The group 
decided next year to study "How does the Church speak the Law today?". 


Theologians from Germany, Sweden, Denmark, France, Austria, and Czechoslovakia 
made up the Lutheran group. The Reformed theologians came from Germany, 
Scotland, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Italy, and Czechoslovakia. 

EPS, Geneva 


BASUTOLAND CHURCH GETS 
INDEPENDENCE; APPLIES FOR WCC MEMBERSHIP 


-(Morija).- The Evangelical Church of Basutoland, which became, completely 
independent just this month, has i ala for REESE ESHA in the World Council 
of Churches, 


The church: grew out of a mission founded in 1833 by three Frenchmen. . It has 
been: governed since 1898 by a Synod under general supervision of the Paris. 
Mission Society. . 


The granting of complete independence to the Synod was marked by ceremonies 
attended by 6,000 persons, including the Queen of Basutoland. A mission 
agency official handed over to the Synod president, Pastor HE. ebdogitin ates a. 
lighted torch representing the light of the Gospel. Aa 


The church has 160,000 members in 52 units, seven of which are still served 
by missionaries. EPS, Geneva 


WoC NAMES NEW. 
STAFF MEMBER. 


(Geneva) - The Rev, Thomas M. Okuma, a former missionary in Angola, has been 
named secretary for Racial and Ethnic Relations of the World Council of Churches 


An;American, who was born in Hawaii, Mr. Okuma is an ordained minister of the 
United Church of Christ. He served as. a missionary of his church in Angola 
from 1950-1961. More recently he was for one year assistant secretary for . 
Africa of his church's Board for World Ministries. He is the author of 
"Angola in Ferment", published in 1962. He received his Bachelor of Divinity 
degree from Yale Divinity School in 1946.’ <A Ph.D. degree will be conferred 
upon him in June (1964) by Boston University. 


i 


‘ 
j 


In his new position Mr. Okuma will assist member churches in tndereiine studied 
of mounting racial and ethnic tensions which accompany rapid social change. He 
will also be responsible for the preparation and publication of reports on the © 
struggle of the Church to be a supra-racial community and a witness for racial 
justice. EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH CHURCH COUNCIL DEPLORES 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA VIOLENCE 


(London) - The British Council of Churches has agreed to convey to the British 
government how deeply it deplores the renewed violence in Southern Rhodesia 
and the Southern Rhodesian government's attitude to African political 
advancement. 


The Council resolution "noted with appreciation" statements by leaders in 
Salisbury warning against "the serious risks involved in any unconstitutional 
action to gain independence and in any attempt to overthrow a legally con- 
stituted government". (See story page 4) 


In other actions the Council in its 44th half-yearly meeting heres: - 


- Resolved to request the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches 
to enter into consultation with the Vatican with a view to securing world- 
wide agreement for a fixed date for Easter. 


- Approved in principle a change in its basis so that it is now‘the same as 
that of the World Council of Churches. 


- Set up a special commission to examine church teachings on sex and marriage 
in the light of the "new morality" in England. The commission will seek 

to meet claims that Christian teachings on sex are not applicable to today's 
modern age. Britain's "new morality", it was noted, challenges accepted 
Christian standards on chastity and contends that pre-marital relations are 
"permissible'. EPS, Geneva 


USA ORTHODOX AND EPISCOPAL 
DISCUSS UNITY 


(New York) - Representatives of the Hastern Orthodox and Protestant Episcopal 
Churches have held a two-day unity consultation here. the fourth "in ea yseries, 
it took place in the official residence of Archbishop Iakovos, Archbishop of 
North and South America and president of the Standing Conference of Orthodox 
Bishops. 


No definite conclusions about the extent of unity between Anglicans and 
Orthodox have been reached, but representatives from both agreed that more 
complete understanding has emerged from discussions of the Eucharist. The 
Kucharistic practices of both confessions were set forth in two study papers. 


"Both Anglican and Orthodox consultants felt that these papers revealed a real 
convergence in their understanding of the totality of the presence, the par- 
ticipation, the role of the Holy Spirit, the Consecration, the Sacrifice, and 
the Thanksgiving in the Eucharist", Dr. Paul Anderson, Secretary of the 
Episcopal Church's Joint Commission. on Cooperation with the Eastern Churches, 
commented. ; 


Unity discussions between the two churches in the USA began in 1960. They 

are taking place within the framework of conversations and negotiations instig- 
ated by Dr. A. M. Ramsey, the Archbishop of Canterbury, and Athenagoras I, 
Eeumenical Patriarch. 


Representatives of the two churches will meet again in September. 
EPS, Geneva 
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SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 
APPLIES FOR WCC MEMBERSHIP 


(Belgrade ) - The Serbian Orthodox Church of Yugoslavia has officially applied 
‘for membership in the World Council of Churches, 


The application will be considered by the Central Committee of the World 

Council when it meets next January. If accepted it will be the last of the 
major Orthodox churches to enter the WcCts membership which includes more than 
200 Orthodox, Anglican, and Protestant and Old Catholic churches in more than § 


countries, 


The letter of application was presented. to WCC general secretary Dr. We A, 
Visser 't Hooft here last week. Dr. Visser 't Hooft headed a Wee delegation 
which visited Skopje for the dedication of the"Churches! Sector" built by the 
WCC for last year's earthquake survivors. (See story page 7) 


Although the Serbian Orthodox Church has not hitherto been a member of the WCC, 
it has long played an important role in fostering thé ecumenical movement. 

Its decision, therefore, to apply for membership is regarded as a particularly 
happy coincidence with the joint work done by churches of every kind to help 
the Skopje quake survivors. EPS, Geneva 


NEW SABBATH LAWS 
URGED FOR SCOTTISH CHURCH 


(Glasgow) - Physical recreation has a natural place in the use of Sunday but 
commercial sports or amusements disrupt the life of the whole ‘community. This 
is stated by the Church and Nation Committee of the Church of Scotland in a . 
report published last week, : : 


The report, to be presented to the General Assembly in Edinburgh in May, is a 
result of a fresh study of the Christian use of Sunday and comes after an 
earlier study which caused considerable controversy in the church. 


According to the new report, the Scottish Sabbath has helped to create. the 
country's character and to Sive the Scot his "intellectual, moral, and 
religious standing in the world", 


However, it now rejects the legalistic view of the Sabbath and urges that the © 
entire day be used "for the glory and in the service of Christ and our fellows 


A main recommendation, addressed to the government and local authorities, 

urges that "as there is some thing in man which needs a regular day of rest, 
governments should tamper with the day traditionally set apart for thatrest : 
as little as possible", 7 q 


Employers and trade unions are asked to "rethink the wages structure"! so that ; 
without change in the total content of pay packets or diminution of hours of 
labour, work could be done on other days and Sunday left free. 

EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The provisional constitution of Syria. promulgated April 27 declares Islam 
as the official State religion and Moslem theology as the source of - 
legislation.’ : 


* * * 
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The Kenya government has lifted a ban on a religious sect whose announced aim 
is to establish an All-African Christian Church. A government decree said 
the ban was rescinded because the activities of the sect, known as Dini Maye 
Msambwa, were "no longer harmful to the state". 


* * * 


Two church-related colleges in Salisbury, North Carolina (USA), one white and 
one Negro, have announced an agreement which will permit students to attend 
classes on either campus. Involved are Catawba College, related to the 
United Church of Christ, and Livingstone College, affiliated with the AME 
Zion Church, Catawba has no restrictions involving race but has no Negro 
students. All but one of Livingstone's students are Negro. 


Bae a fRE 


Two ministers of the Church of Scotland attended the Anglican Convocation of 
Canterbury on April 28. The unprecedented step has been hailed as a sign of 
the growing spirit of friendliness and understanding between the churches, 


* * * 


ote ce seminars on the United Nations have been scheduled during the summer 
months for visitors to the World's Fair in New York City. The study groups 
will make a tour of the United Nations and be briefed by members of the UN 
Secretariat at the new Church Centre for the United Nations. The programme 
is being drawn up by the Department of International Affairs of the National 
Council of Churches and the Christian World Relations office of United Church 
Women, an NCC unit, 


* * * 


The Young Women's Christian Association (USA) at its 23rd national convention 
voted to eliminate the pledge of Christian faith as a prerequisite for voting 
on 'Y! matters. However, it still requires that all elected local or 
national officers, as well as voting delegates to the national conventions, 
affirm their Christian faith. It was estimated that until the action some 
65 per cent of the members ~ Jews and other non-Christians - across the nation 
were not elegible to vote. 


* * * 


There are a total of 44,874,371 Roman Catholics in the US - a gain of 
1,026,433 over the previous year ~ the. 1964 Official Catholic Directory 
reports. The figure - as of January 1 - shows that since 1954, when 
Catholics numbered 41,648,424, there has been an increase in membership or. 
41.5 per cent, 


* * * 


Over 150 Baptists from the Southern Baptist Convention (USA) have arrived in 
Australia for a three-week Australia-wide evangelistic programme. Fe a Toe 
the team, which includes three Negroes, are from Missouri and hope to visit 
every Baptist congregation in Australia, 


* * * 


The King James Version and the Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible have 
been published for the first time in quality paperback format as part of its 
"Meridian Book" series by the World Publishing Company, Cleveland and New York. 
Both contain, in addition to the complete Old and New Testaments, a summary of 
the books of the Bible and an outline of New Testament history. 


* ei AE 
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Believing that the ecumenical cause "must be won or lost at the ‘grass roots! 
level", the churches in Marseilles, Illinois, will mark May as Ecumenical 
Month. The city's Protestant and Roman Catholic churches will jointly . 
sponsor five evening meetings featuring prominent ecumenists of both con- 
fessions. The month marks the first anniversary of a programme entitled 
"Ecumenical Insights" inaugurated by the Rev. Arthur J. Landwehr, minister 
of the Marseilles Methodist Church. 


* * % 


Two critical areas in the fight for civil rights wili highlight the study 
and action programmes of nation-wide councils of United Church Women in the 
United States in ‘coming months. The programme seeking "Freedom of ‘Residence 
and Job Opportunity" will be launched with worship services on Friday, May l, 
the annual observance of May Fellowship Day. It is sponsored each year by 
United Church Women, a general department of the National Council of Churches. 


2G) ay ie * 


The church bell atop a Protestant church in Taizé, France, has been named 
"Pacem in Terris" to mark the first anniversary of the late Pope John XXIII's 
encyclical. The bell was the largest of four recently installed in tie) 
church by the Protestant community of monks in Taizé. Protestant, Roman 
Catholic, and Orthodox rites were held at the community's Church of the | 
Reconciliation to mark the late Pope!s encyclical on world peace and social . 
problems. . 

* * ¥* 


An estimated 100,000 whites and Negroes in 112 cities in the United States, 
including 30 in the South, recently visited in each other!s homes for 
friendly conversation on racial issues. They were participating in the 
first National Home Visit Day, sponsored by Friendship House in Chicago, a 
Roman Catholic lay movement. . : 


cine sy a 


Maurice Cardinal Feltin, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Paris, last week spon- 
sored a full-page advertisement in a Paris newspaper appealing for money to 

build new churches. The advertisement said 142 new churches were urgently 

needed to meet the needs of an expanding population. 


* * * am! % 


The Anglican Christ Church Cathedral in Montreal, Canada, will establish a | 
"centre of prayer for Christian unity". EPS, Geneva 


NOTICE TO EDITORS: A new set of photographs of the resettlement of refugees 
from Sealdah railway station, Calcutta, India, under auspices of the Bengal 
Refugee Service, is available from the Department of Information, World 
Council of Churches, 150 route de Ferney, Geneva 20, Switzerland, and 475 
Riverside Drive New York, N.Y. O02 7 5 Woe The agency, supported by WCC 
member churches, is resettling some 8,000 Hindu refugees, who have constit” 


uted what has been described as "the world!s worst refugee problem". 
(EPS No. 11) 
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Special Report 


CHURCHES!LEADERS STUDY 
"MISSIONARY CONGREGATION" 


(Geneva) - One of the major studies underway by the World Council of Churches 
deals with the form and structure of the "missionary congregation". For 

two years top-level church leaders have been meeting in regional groups in 
North America, Europe, and Latin America, to hammer out together new direc- 
tions for parish level action. 


Last week an international group of some fifty leaders of these regional 
groups and others met at the WCC's Ecumenical Institute at nearby Bossey to 
share their insights and seek a measure of consensusabout next steps. 


What the intensive eight-day session strikingly revealed, among other things, 
was the depth and width of the tension between those who-believe that God 
works primarily in and through the Church and those who hold that God, as 
Sovereign Lord of the world, is active in every part of His creation. 


Dutch theologian Professor Hans Hoekendijk, of the University of Utrecht, 
touched off the often heated discussion with his insistance that "the Church 
is part of the world" and his questioning of the sequence which "we have 
always accepted as the logical order"’of "God, Church and World" as proper 
for the study of the missionary congregation. 


Instead, following a formulation first advanced by Professor Georges Casalis 
of Paris, he suggested the sequence should be "God, World and Church", Only 
by using this sequence he said, could the study be fruitful. 


The same note was struck. by American Dr. Robert Spike, head of the National 
Council of Churches! (USA) Race and Religion Commission, who deplored what 
he called the "mustard plaster concept" of the Church. In this view, he 
said, the Church regards itself as apart from the world and as applying the 
Gospel from the outside to the world, in the manner of an anxious mother 
applying medicine to a sick child. 


"God is already powerfully at work in shaping secular society", he declared, 
"and the Church must enter into the passion of the times". The present 
struggle for racial justice in the United States, he suggested, is an example 
of this, adding that "a useful starting point" for study of the missionary 
congregation would be "where the Church intersects the'.world". 


However, Dr. Hoekendijk and Dr. Spike, and others, were quickly challenged 
by Swiss theologian Dr. Marcus Barth, now teaching at the University of 
Pittsburgh, Pa. who commented that they seemed to be saying that "in a world 
of pluralism we should now become pluralistic. 


"This is suggested as the way of healing", he said, but "the misery of the 
world is deeper than pluralism". Much more serious study of the theological 
issues involved is required, he insisted. 


Replying, Dr. Howard Moody, senior minister of Judson Memorial Church, 
Greenwich Village, New York, denied that it was necessary to invoke the 
theological basis for every action, because these underlay and were the 
pre-suppositions of every action, "When we speak from a sociological or 
historical viewpoint this does not mean that we have left God", he declared. 
"But is it not true that perhaps God has something new to say to us in this 
day that He has not been able to say?" 


Most of the conference time was devoted to four study groups dealing with 
different aspects of the problem, including one titled "The Freedom Movement 
f in the South of the USA - A Case Study", 
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The report of one group noted that "the traditional type of local parish 
congregation generally fails to offer an effective point of encounter with 
men involved in the life of the world ... °". It continued: 


"There is no standard structure which would guarantee the missionary character 
of the congregation ... (this) depends much more on its faith that God who 
loves the whole world has sent His people into that world to live in it, to 
share in its life, to serve all men in their needs. Orientation toward the 
world and openness to it are necessary before any new patterns may be evolved 
{t 
Another report on the inadequacies of present structures commented that "many 
Christians feel a deep sense of frustration as they face the challenges 
because the Church is simply not organized in a way that enables its members 
to bring the pressure of the Gospel to bear upon the needs of men in this 
pluralistic society... 


"If the Church is to be present for mission in all significant structures of 
Life, then a much more loose and diversified understanding of the forms of 
ministry must be developed... The reluctance of the Church to transcend its 
limitations of place and functional ministry is rooted in its conservative 
assumption that its traditional ecclesiastical structure’ is the only form 

in which the Church can exist as such... The concept of the 'Church! will 
have to be broadened to include forms of Christian keer ee that are now 
generally regarded as merely derivative and dependent..." 


Despite the decisive words: of the oper te most conference participants left 
the meeting acknowledging that while important.questions’ had been raised 
they had hardly scratched the surface. 


As one.participant commented, the conference raised "the whole be ess of 
how we conversewith each ene in the écumenical movement", Among sugges- 
tions for further steps was the coordination of the study, which is officially 
titled "The Study of the Missionary Structure of the Congregation" and is 
being conducted under auspices of the WCC's. Department on Studies in Evangel- 
ism,. with other. WCC carvers canon notably Laity, Faith and Order, and Mission- 
ary Studies. EPS, Geneva 


(The report of the conference will be published in Concept VII, a publication 
of the Department on Studies in Evangelism, to be issued in mid-May. ) 


END EEX 


OF NEWS ITEMS ISSUED IN ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 
JANUARY - APRIL, 1964 


In order to enable readers to locate EPS stories more easily the 
index provides a cross-reference in two categories. 


These ares I - geographical and organizational; and 
II - substance. 


The sub-divisions of each category are arranged alphabetically and 
stories are listed in chronological order according to the number of the 
issue in which each appeared. In some instances stories are listed 
under more than one of the sub-divisions of each category. Win Brier" 
items are not listed. 


CATEGORY Is Geographical and organizational 


Continents 

Countries 

Hecumenical bodies and international Christian organizations 
World confessional bodies 

World Council of Churches 

Eoumenical Patriarchate 


Roman Catholic ‘Church 


CATEGORY II: Substance 


Anti-semitism 
Atheism 
Bible 
Christian unity and eoumenical attitudes (see also Vatican Council IT) 
Church-state relations (see also Religious liberty) 
Church uni.on 
Confessional and denominational life and structure 
Confessionalism 
Conscientious objectors 
Education (general, Christian) 
Ethics (personnel, professional, social ) 
Evangelism 
Festivals 


Information (press, broadcasting, film, photography ) 
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ysis 


Inter-church aid ‘Cee also Refugees) 
Inter-chyrch contacts, exchanges and Teiatl ong 
Inter-confessional relations py bi had iets ‘i fr 
Inter-faith relations 
International affairs 
Laity’ ian 4. 
" Literature fnsainaines paiiey ces other publications) ce a tn 
Liturgy and forms or worship ane 
Ministry 
Missions (home and foreign) 
National independence and building 
Non-Christian religions 
Personal liberty 
Personalities 


Proselytism 


Race. relations — - : ade: chy ok ee : 


Refugees (see also Tip on dE ee aid) 


_ Religious liberty (see also Church-state relations) 
Bese Repentance actions and reconciliation 


Ta aid a Sacraments ! Su ASIN cemasa be lie taoc pis 
Suita 


Social, economic, and political problems and Christian action: e 
Vatican Council IT (see. alse Roman Catholic Church) 
Women and children 
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CATEGORY TI: Geographical and organizational 


Continents 


AFRICA 
WCC appeals for $1,000,000 to meet African emergencies ..... 
WCC officials cable U Thant concerning "tragedy" in Rwanda... 
African, churches study role of Po Tap ee a Gtiemed Wee te wY tue Ade Wha 


ASIA TEE ae 
Second Assembly scheduled of Bast Asia Christian Conference... 
Lutheran World Relief Ssupporne Agian programmes (py l0.r eo, 
Asian leaders to discuss responsible parenthood .... Bie Ute Nias ee 
Asian churches hold Second Assembly in POUR ROR gr ait wy ery ft ck 
Asian churches urge government talks over Malaysia conflict... 
Consultation seeks family welfare VME WOME ee ee ee 1 gk glk 
' Asian ¢hurches urge PROG MORUDO be eLOAL a eueariev sil Chee Le yo 
Asian churches plan major Faith and Order hg oi et 69 de RD RAL OCR ais ant EN 
. Technical assistance expert panels to aid churches ....., api 


Special Report: Asian churches publish own Vai cabana Sk eae ae apr aa 4 
US churches send radio PeslsmUeLerawOUh ata ene We ere ek a Se 
EUROPE 


European student leaders discuss "new Stnvos i ise, a hin Po iat the ON 
European churches to invite Roman Catholic observers to conference 
Koenig sees improved church-state relations in Bast... ri anehe 
Reformed and Lutheran theologians will study reasons for disunity 


LATIN AMERICA Pall etal 
‘Promote’ more ecumenical contacts, Latin American students ask. . 


1965 budget of $300,000 planned for Latin America . is Ue ia ee TU opt ee 


‘Protestant Latin America: gains reported, especially Pentecostals 


NEAR BAST 
Council.of Churches formed in Near Bast ........., ett. 


Countries 


EOE. ches hs 


Drop in number of missionaries in Angola reported Rea otae Wie Ne 

Mission leaders discuss Angola with PORMTU@R ged Vibe Legit hs ha ey 
ARGENTINE ae 

Argentine Methodists BOO, APOROT Ga LK Boe Vie ehloaricoe ne wh Wee Metal eel Polite: oe 
BASUTOLAND — sn i | eee US 

Basutoland church gets independence; applies for WCC membership 
BELGIUM, 


Christians.of all confessions observe Unity Prayer Week .'. wo. 
Promote more: ecumenical contacts, Latin American students ask , 
BRAZIL Ma eho neg | 
Protestant, Catholic cooperation reported expanding in Brazil ... 
SSC ene | ee aire | 
Christians .of all confessions observe Unity Prayer Week 4-s\e s. 
Dr. Blake sees effective mission as goal of Christian unity... >. 
Haiti rejects protest on eC ASUROmDE LE ONC els Yowmtre a poeta h ¢ fae 
United Church board urges FOeR LAG et on. OF binth: Contyo) 66k. ey 
CEYLON NM ol ekiahe 3h) 7 
Withdrawal of nursing nuns protested by Ceylonese lepers... . 


CHINA . . 
New obstacle to baptism reported in Mainland China wba s iim ema aN ekg 
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COLOMBIA © si... re 
Protestants and Roman Catholics in Colombia join in prayer service 


CONGO 
_Missionary killed By AC On wos LEP Tore griatay sue ue eet | Pras ohi ieheta (a hb 
Methodists recruit special task force Lor work in Congo, akienta, 


CUBA 
Cuban Methodist church's WSpiriT tue 1, wa bake tye cia ale ame. Bats 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
Berlin passes welcomed by Christian Peace Conference .. Aen Say 
Huropean student leaders discuss "new EOI Be ig ay ON ale ork 
Agreement reported reached by Czech government, (R,C.. Church... 4 
Students report new trends in Czech Marxist CLO ODO Eyres sci ie ae tee 


DENMARK 
Christians of all confessions observe Unity Prayer Weer sae. a. 


EGYPT: 
Christians’ of all confessions observe sUnity Prayer Week, %f. . = 


FORMOSA 
Presbyterian Church of Formosa takes steps to strengthen outreach 


FRANCE 
Christians of all confessions observe Unity, Prayer Week: & (ania 
French theologian questions pap eu pa Tard ma wen wee ee ies ae ele ed 
Editor analyses recent ecumenical OVER TS et ss ey | Gvrie awl te aa eee ae 
French Protestants protest new intone jropega lie eo cath n ee ee ae 
Anti-discrimination drive launched in France Adar iat Diese nebo Poni dt 
French Christians study USSR churches! situation say WY erate lawned 
French churches appeal to aid world's Day Le Pa oe ee ee ee 
French leaders describe measures against USoRs chur ehes! (bs. a ene 
Metropolitan Nicodim reports on Soviet Christians! situation .. 
Theology students ask study of pastor's wo be tl ea i iis scene 


Expelled metropolitans arrive in Paya iiss olay) Wille el aapea ue Dg t ale ieee 

Exiled metropolitans see Patriarchate Ln, ereat danger usm, teria 

Unity .of churches seen in reaction to Patrianchate, opigiss, snp es, 
GERMANY 


More equitable capital distribution urged by Protestant, RC groups 
Dr. Niemdller warns against dangers of "organizational obey regia ere 
"Fraternal service" unit urged for. Roman Catholic youth ..... 
German synod calls for closer relations with Roman Catholics ., 
‘Unity group to dissolve; to turn over work bo, Churches occa: amas 
Christians of all confessions observe Unity: Prayers Woek. «6 4046 %0s 
Observers! influence at Council OEMPHASLS Od ii. ie pla ths diva eects hemes ee RIS 
Centres urged for "mixed Warr lage) Dar Teme on” cece re meine ml re 
Lutheran bishops urge revisions in Catholic "mixed marriage" laws 
Ordination of women obstacle to unity, says Catholic leader... 
West German church rejects Pregue “Assembly anys tation) ete ee 
Federal union of churches seen as WEDS OR De ee ee se race in came edie ae 
Destruction of Leipzig church is Pr Ove Ss TEM Tat ead una: Mey on ae 
"Sober reserve" seen proper attitude towards Vatican Council .. 
German church leader regrets "rigid attitude" on Berlin passes». 
Church leader criticises German (.0. SYS POM sl Sele. ve hy eg aie ee, 
German theologian critical of WCC leader's WLGWE i) weenie) Nera sommes 
"Gnawing pressure" on churches in East Germany tthe baited 7 tt es 
Church leader urges Erhard to QEree TO Pasees Dp kam: 1 (ae ee 
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GERMANY (cont. ) 
Dr: Niemdller continues fight for release of war prisoners .. . 
German deadersdefends WCG leader!s Views) ei. vee Me ee ee 8 
German leader warns against optimism on Protestant-RCO reunion. . 
Better churoh-state relations reported in Hast Germany ... . » 
German Free churches ask closer relations with "Landeskirchen" ., 
One-third of all Germans back Protestant-Catholic union . . ..« « 


Exchange of ambassadors by churches advocated by German theologian 


German church asks stronger ties with Roman Catholics ..... .» 
No ‘step-up in atheist propaganda report in kh. Germany ...-..-. 
Roman Catholic thedlogian urges tolerance of mixed marriages .. 
“Repentance church" planned at Dachau . . +6 « « eo © 4 eo ew 
German Lutheran/Free Church leaders announce union plan. .-. .- 
Refugee phase-out in Germany seen as significant LWF step... . 
Birthday letter to Khrushchev asks generosity on frontier passes 
Three Hast German churches defer vote on women's ordination .. . 
Decline in baptisms in East Germany reported... 2. « 2 « 6 « ws 


GHANA ° 
Sis teacnere deported) Prom Ghana y 2 Cs Ye fe ey. 8 ile ty ele ai orev acuene 
Ghana warns religious groups against opposing Weramabseeiey ei ks 


GREECE 
Conflicting reactions in Greece to meeting of Pope and Patriarch 
Greek primate reiterates opposition to ‘dialogue! .. +. .++-ss 
Journal criticizes statement of Greek prelate . «. « « « © » © « » 


HALT 
Pea RESUS E Me eS OC UL US eS al elie ie ec yes lathe Minds hte Mt, Mtpelonen %ie* 
Haiti rejects protest on Jesuits! SXPULSA ON Hoy a Men hel iveg ef psua mwa Ay fe 
HUNGARY ' 
New, negotiations on Mindszenty underway - 2 « « «© + © ¢ © «© e© @ « 
INDIA — 


#90,,000 sent to aid victims of Bengal riots . 4». +s + + + wes 
Appeal for Christian cooperation in social WOU a tis ikaw tacks 6s) ce’ te foie 
Church of South India takes steps to streamline its work . ° 
Moves’ to end "worst" refugee problem; WCC appeals for $500,000 ; 
Indian leaders map plans for massive curriculum programme « . « + 
Churches sid Hast) Pakistan refugees) sie we te he ee ee we ee 8 
First. refugee families moved out of Calcutta station ..+ ++ -» 
Christian support of new village plan in India is urged ..+..s+-s + 
WCC appeals for $60,000 to aid East Pakistan refugees « + «+ + « + 


ISRAEL 
Tens  PatpELon oy Civil Mer ae TA SOS sl) eile eee chit yeh mule # ey ly ge 
Anti-mission rioters visited by Israeli cabinet minister ..-. - 
Israeli leaders at odds on "conversion" legislation . . + + + « » 
Construction started of Christian village in Israel . . «51 + « + 
Israeli court sentences students for attack on school »« «+ +s + 


JAMAICA 
Jamaica meeting seen as beginning of Vinee Gi iO We. kt woke bal ie heidi 
Jamaican churches move towards union .- «+++ -++e ee se # 


JAPAN 
Christians and Buddhists exchange scriptures in Japan . + « « « « 
Korean students ask better relations with Japan . «© « « +» «© « » 
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JORDAN 


Number of Christians in Jordan reported steadily decreasing Pie ag ate ye ot ee he 
PO Ea ae Wistee 
Servi be to education stressed in joint statement by Kenya churches 5 


_ Laity's role in independent Kenya stressed by AP CROESHOPR SS eee Ay 
Kenya official says churches must end ‘destmuctiverréle tity 7, 9) a0) 15 
Kenya leader asks African Leadership yinvall eehunchéacne gow: nme 14 

. Hast-.African Venture - first PAPEL VOUES ae eS Mm ee Eee) cai nyeaty “iid nae, 


KOREA ah 
Lutheran World Relief ships grain to Korea ....., Sib Get poe wine naemnnees | 
Korean students ask better relations with AE CSoe Ne ROP MN SRR IRR Hy sinreG” ke 


LIBERTA 


Liberian president stresses value of missions... $a, Were ein wh) Kodenmen eo ty 
MADAGASCAR ul 
Influence of Council seen in Malagasy bishops \eetion (fe. .4. ose. 5 


Better use of radio urged for Melagesychurahaa! jhe cut via ic amen 7 
Malagasy churches nite in condemning mew Lan yy fic veh yao nt 


MEXICO 
Christians of all confessions observe Uni ty) Feeyer Week. cite) true pened 
Mexican Protestant, RC doctors discuss birth control at meeting . . 12 


NETHERLANDS . ; 
Christians of all confessions Observe Unity (Praver) Mek ouli9 mea ) ae, 4 
One version of Lord's Prayer advocated for all. Christians ..... 5 
Dutch synod respects princess's decision, but expresses fear for 
VOCUMENA Call Hal's tithe {nomi iien vain OR aia teR sei NG tea a Ae ha PR 
Cardinal silent on details of PVANOG So Werte reat omnis eee ah ae aera 7 
Dutch. cardinal warns of. dangers of mere organizational ULL ye ye ales G 
Dutch humanists to serve armed forces , Gi nh OME Larne ay ee we ey et 
Dutch church sees no obstacle in World -Cougio thi paas gS. e 2 ded tena ey 
"Humanist counsellor" denies he Will rose Uy tiie We heehee) ee nt dae 61 ee. 
Cardinal regrets strain between churches caused by princess's | 
Brie Netw hire ke caine rela r ray vkAbe LN, GOe keg siya Gar glia iva BAe its OF oR REA eee | 
NEW ZEALAND . 3 ; dia : 
New. Zealand: statement protests Vapartheid Vapertat! ties Qa eet ick tama | 
‘New Zealand. Anglicans will join unity talks ........, oe Ge lb 
NORWAY . bea 
Norwegian bishops ask end to apaetner d: In“ BOutA AT PLease te ey ee 2 
PAKISTAN ta teres 
Catholic, Anglican church leaders ask end to PaO ter ote oo reer 
Churches aid East Pakistan refugees ......., Soe treat agreed 
Pakistani leader guarantees protection to Christians ..... 


Rights of religious minorities SOUSh INP AKI Stat i rerty hit presen 
WCC appeals for $60,000 to aid Fast Pakistan yefugees . . 4. 


PANAMA fa Oi ahaa 8 es 

Treaty modifications urged ,in USA=Pansia dispute, aston sass) 
PARAGUAY 

Mennonites planning help for Paraguay drought va oso OB gh ge ae 


PERU aM ee 
One congregation in Peru operates children's home Pee PIN tera =) a 


f 
8 
9 
2 
6 
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PORTUGAL 

Mission leaders discuss’ Angola with Portugal official . 9... . « . 13 
RUMANIA | 

Berpasny Orthod os Cnurch devehesy PL SNOD Weal «le ee eee ee ene LS 

MGCR eee Bic murat s Reid Se naa ene IR, ewe te ek AN ae aA 
RWANDA ints 


WCC officials cable U Thant concerning "tragedy" in Rwanda .... 6 


SOUTH AFRICA : 

Nedtional) paper rebukes, South African ehurch journal. elie el ee VD 
South African church says "mixed marriages not sinful" .. +... . 6 
Swi fuicaisnetes tenon whites mMusteheave mission Tarms’s Geka eS af 
Dutch Reformed paper hopes Anglican won't criticise segregation . .° 8 
Churches urged to lead drive against deténtion law . os. sh ee ew 
Darnolgc bishops reiterate: stand against: apartheid)... + pitied 
Anglican urges worldwide drive, against apartheid: =) 2 65 0 «2 «0:2 LO 
Chevetien Counciiv criticises, South African. legislation i... . i+ « + 10 
South African Methodists criticise new legislation .....+.-.+« . il 
Dr. de blank condenna secret South African society se ee ea EL 
South African churches condemn bill as "negation of morality" .. 12 
Scottish church sees arms shipment to S. Africa as "immoral" .. . 13 
Ohuechy Leaders condemn: Sagi. Lams DL) ie ipuisy coliten let topiwrate. cel fehl tell ie. LA 
Methodist minister says "mollycoddling" of S. Africa's whites 


Dee sted BRAG) ci Thiet ties mia eud 1a lle dicen ol sociale kus @hoabnta ys he oF Seth SEER 
SOUTHERN RHODESTA 
Southern Rhodesian church leaders issue warning. ..+.+++.. 16 
British Church Council deplores Southern Rhodesia violence ... . 16 
SPAIN. i rs We abe 
Tarragona Archbishop favours freedom of worship, but condemns 
PS ONT ae hah ie Sate tae wh MatriMh Nel oe) Wal Se. fied Seyler ete ete ee” Ne ales 2 
‘Spanish Protestants prepare statement of faith ... + «+ «+ © « « 4 
Evangelistic correspondence courses reported approved by government 4 
10 more Protestant churches permitted to reopen in Spain ..-.+.. 9 
Inter=religious ‘first! in Spains prayers together for unity .. . 5 
‘Spanish court ovéerrules government, Protestants may open Chur ole ye ene 
Spanish -+hierarchy reported to approve draft law on Protestants! 
BP IAN a ialee Meh eck sida amish Uy MUM NU AN NLS Bi, aNan “rain sf me, a oo eh, bat whee, EF 
Spanish students want religiously "neutral" state . . . . «+ . ey aki od 
Protestants see "new spirit’ in relations with Catholics ...«.. 9 


“Basque priests criticise Spanish government and church .... +s .- 10 
Spanish legislation reported awaiting WepAGes COGre roms me eles tates an, LO 
Canary Islands church receives official permit . 2. 2 «+ «+ + + «© « « dA 
‘Spanish R.C..educator thanks Protestants for correction . . + « « « gee 
Don't -judge -Spanish church too harshly, R.C. leader askS .. + «+ + 13 
Sevilke Archbishop's pastoral calls for "charity" toward non-R.C.s 13 
Spanish government authorises publication of new evangelical books 14 
Four ‘new Cchapéls to ‘be opened in Spain . 1. 2. « # © se 6 ee © ee 14 
Spanish Catholic bishop sees 'grave dangers!’ in preoselytism 2900 Se «15 


SUDAN i | 
Sudan government expels FOLSTONMILSSLONGTASS alyn te delenste) hu ecb ee 
Sudan expels more Wise mer US tema Mae be) oma oe tne SMH nt! deg te a8 a ee 


Mboya criticises expulsion of missionaries from Sudan .......- 15 
"Agreement" with Sudanese priests claimed by government official . 15 


ed a ae 
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SWEDEN 

"Christian" political party proposal criticised in Sweden..... 13 

Swedish Free Church leaders fear government interference ... Reg 
SWITZERLAND | : 

Heumenical service in Church of St. ‘Gervais, Geneva, to be televised 1 

Christians of all confessions observe Unity “Pree vere Weak® si .e . Mews eae, 
TATWAN ° 

Roman Catholic priest to teach at Taiwan Protestant SOmMINnary te wre tO 
TANGANYIKA 

LWF ‘to set up ecumenical programme for Tanganyikan refugees ine a 

Tanganyika refugee service begun with ecumenical cooperation .. . 12 

Baptist library.iatiracte: Mugldimaiy .%6s 4a veces heylenls taba lad eaimeen a oa 

Haat African’ Venture, -)\fimet. paner quite teu, Mish te gh ny Mean en: aD 
TUNISIA ie 

World Council of Churches to help train farm mechanics ....... 1 
TURKEY | 

‘Turkish government says Patriarchate “inviolate! .. 4... . . «.. 16 
UGANDA - 

Anglicans and Roman Catholics in Uganda Charen Ucunoi iy, sb Werte ae eee 

Uganda's Christians plan joint approach to issues .....ee.«ee 4 
UNITED KINGDOM 

Archbishop of Canterbury announces new Commission on Relations 


WAC Ome Hei rig Nae (haga iment toate DS AAT oie ee eae nh ee ‘ 
Religious leaders issue plea for world disarmament ...+...e«.e 
Avoid wine in communion for alcoholics, bishop urges ....... 
River Thames blessed in Orthodox, gervroeie ti. slug eh iita ings Senne 
Report asks sweeping changes in Church of England structure... . 
Christians of all confessions observe Unity Prayer Week ...... 
Patriarch accepts London invitation... ai ‘erisdhare Giath jbaoviileny bel? Canlpheeeeecnat re 


Methodist group to fight proposed union me ANZEVOCANS) 5: Yat lel val Nena 
Fellowship group will make "penitence pilgrimage" to Dresden ... 
‘Néw exchange programme to promote Anglican-Methodist unity .«.«.... 
“Anglo-Catholic wing supports Anglican Methodist conversations eibian e 
Organic union unwise" Tord: Bigham. eases tinew wn aiueeh einen nineties 
incOheteh syopth vp les. fom ivr ea. bebe: inn area | ee tec ara eae tke as A ee 
Anti-religious trend reported at Oxford Wie che . eithtde xs wae 
Delay’ in union with Methodists asked by ee Aah of England groups 9 
“Dr. Ramsey takes:aesue with Liosrd, WEST E Rah aun Por dekiies aba ianind mene 
Anglican urges worldwide drive against SVETANGEG te tari ee tel at ecivalue cee a0 
Christian literature drive headed by film magnate . « # .«.«.« «etl 
“Scottish church sees arms shipment to S. Africa as "immoral" .. . 123 
‘Is Vatican Council responsible for conversion decline ? ..»...-s. 14 
English and German theologians plan, meetings, susie pe lerenlnue lene g aLD 
Dr. Ramsey asks study of divorce law reform .....s.se.se-e-eees Misa 
Church of England group endorses union plan with Methodists ... . 15 
Methodist leaders says no change in Free Church relations in 

Anglican! Wn OMe 9 i eae wee wag micie Ca i Meth aataiaya Lats Wee MP gee Gilt iain ace a aie 
England's Presbyterians urged to ease rule on remarriage .... « 16 
British Church Council deplores Southern Rhodesia violence . oe 16 
New Sabbath laws “urged ‘for“Scottish’ ehutene cece 1b ta ee be eee 


NO BAO OT ES Ni PO PO FF 


eer ee - et i? By 4 ‘oe 
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a 


Dr. Bennett elected President of Union Theological seminary 
Death of. Father Weigel, noted American ecumenist .... s+. «'e 
Student conference sends petition to Turkish government. . | 
Episcopalians asked to support race programme .......- 
NCC leader. hails president's campaign against DOVEr UY cg ie he ales 
Mennonites planning help for Paraguay drought’ victims .... ss. 


» 


Fellowship to aid those pressured for stands on race, social. issues 


Special commissions to continue "dialogue" of Pope and Patriarch 
Quakers: protest Usfban on Soviet peace ‘group! fw. Ne ae ee 
Non-violent demonstration backed when all other efforts fail .. 
Parochial schools operation held impeding church's"primary task" 
"Absolute separation" of church and state rejected in Lutheran 
SSW ated Vite ne, Vie Giana) Pav ON i Ag i RM ei Neh Awin math ah hgh Mgt /. aiinmetey te figs wh ter heise 
Belief’ in God not required of conscientious objectors... ... 
Methodist women ask end to immigration PQuo tan Lew ei aye al ay tigitihe 
SE eM em, ROU rte an nL oleate cl tila ol dlls g ite ne Myothal be hom | fei Wicolwi) a! de 
Religious freedom schema held vital to Christian unity dais haa 
Ministers, rabbis IGLeMrOve erate ts. On. parGkie time ste ey) ek ben het Net ies 
Christians of all confessions observe Unity Prayer Wee elit valeseics 
English-speaking Christians urged to study uniform liturgical 
PEO RW eel, igs Gili ° yeh o atl a b Piaeils han Wale Whale pal) labia wah rat er walt the 
Greater support of NCC in USA cet a Rita Nae asin bie aRaca bek Rea Mies Ver iMia: Ptah tea) iow 
Lenten masses to prepare laity for CHES SU TPM tela ve (ial) ae) (he 
Lutherans seen unprepared for demands of-ecumenical movement .. 
US Lutherans advance plans for cooperative agency ...-+ +++. 
Jail terms, fines assessed against picketing ministers ..... 


Interconfessional research units held needed in ecumenical era . 


s 
e 
° 


e 


Church-state parley approves health, welfare aid to parochial schools 


White Episcopalians asked to join Negro congregations ...... 
Presbyterian agency aids "legal outpost" on rights... ...«-. 
NCC told ecumenical pace demands sustained attention ....e.-. 
American churches will ask aid through WCC for Delta project .. 
Continuous services planned if rights bill action ME SI A Ny tia alleen 
New ee uuay straces Anti-semitism Causes oa Ne he ee ee ee eee 
Pua oOnear Tes Urea TO ALaUonenris trans OTL mae Oli 6 Se al Se ee 
Common programmes advocated as churches! study union ...e... 
Pomprontse weaoned im miniateral, appeal y<a 8) Yas woke eo eee 
Mennonites to send teachers into USA Negro "ghettos" . .:. «.. . 
Racial hatred mars. US image, says German Lutheran . ... + «4 ¢ % 
Hhxpand Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialogue, theologian urges...” 
Ben LOn™ Toner me SNOW ws TNL AM Lr Lob pyre hele el oie Cee at eh Mepis 
Mennonttes send vatd to) Dale he Mee dyn il eel dia instep eyed ia! as wy owe fib 
Methodists recruit special task force ta WOM HEM UC ONBO le Skat ie 
Serbian Orthodox Church Gop Se Se OMAR DW shai dh delice cee nie Glas leas 
Mission leaders discuss Angola with Portugal official ...... 
Catholic journal defends NCC: condemns Sen. Thurmond!'s attack .. 
Catholic school confers honorary Doctor of Laws degree on Dr. Ery 
Roman Catholic bishop proposes discarding mixed-marriage pledges 

Coventry Oross at peed ce see Toke! We AS REE ecu aia i Re EA a ng ME 
Bishop's wife ‘jailed A Oy BoM CT EST IEG i ek teal e iaieje ve , ber nehyee 
Churches urged to avoid theological HISD LCS ELON OLS Wats vous. is.\'s 
‘US churches send BAOwO Wine Veta 6 Eee LEO WRALE sp ads aitte on sonioe Sah le oe uae 
Clergymen_ appeal to Khrushchev on restrictions against Jews... 
‘US churches to prepare students SOR ie De DAG WOT pile the eteialie 


SNES AON TDOPPO: PO POF EH 


MEP NO NOLO ay Oy OT WI ee eS Se 
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| USA (cont. ) 

special\Report:: Haster in Jackson os. s.0... ° ‘ mashes’, tite: Rise ee aed 
Draft law tie to anti-poverty campaign pena aed le FOR Dive NEP aMieke |, wee 
US churches: pledge: +o go forward! sinatin Live a bicaweimis. aaiugl etme roa bd 
'Hvangelical strategy' on ecumenism urged to NAB... . es 6 6 « 2 15 
New proposal to reunite American Presbyteriara., .) fiehvs eels ee 15 
Unity and mission irrevocably linked, Dr. Niles emphasises ... . . 15 
Church asks licences not be renewed for discriminating TV stations . 16 
"Nice, white northern liberal" integration obstacle, layman says . . 16 


Full ‘racial integration of \Chureh urged by missionaries) tei ieve-fes 16 
USA (Orthodox and sbpistopad Td ieawss. wi iity sae eee eka es Retains 
USSR 


Patriarch of Moscow sends reply ‘torPatriatch Athens sores o. ¢) ia 3 uel pane 
Reconciliation of Catholicates welcomed by Armenian churchman ... 1l 
BeptLsl headers: Vist bh ASR 2 See Vian ter Wie eats meet te etanTt coe ea llr cemn tate neces 
USSR journal ‘calls for more anti-reiverous Posteri ss ys 1+. 5 te uses 
Russian church leader predicts more Catholic-Orthodox contacts ... 4 
Rxpand drive against religion, top Russian official urges... . .. 4 
Christians of all confessions observe Unity Prayer Week ...+.ee- 4 
WCC executive receives report from its Vatican Council observer .. 6 
Russian patriarch welcomes ‘WCC executive Committee ie. sys) sek ew ee oar 
Equality of churches seen as unity basis by Russian leader ..... 8 
New drive eraing trl son planned in USSR site ts fet islet ee le te fe 0 enn ee 
French Christians study USok “ohurchee ieiitua t1 on sa. es ats cae nee ee 
50 e455 ma bi von: CT ae pies. Paw th mE USSR tes ere vaae ligt) sth siilne tats qt teens site nett eae mane 
2,000) Methodd atarreported “in "Wstontare tice aes ieee) ante oe ek eee 
Huropean rabbis protest against USSR discrimination against Jews .. ll 
French leaders describe measures against USSR churches ....... Il 
Mea tzoh bakery reopenécdo an MogGows «ital \ishink at ceeds Ui etm ies ene A iets 
Metropolitan Nicodim reports on Soviet Christians! situation... . 12 
Clergymen appeal to Khrushchev on restrictions against Jews .... 14 


VIETNAM 

Churches in’S. Vietnam continue work despite guerilla warfare ... 12 
YEMEN ; 

Southern “Bantistacplan work: fry omens Pipe) site tee le: be bac ita ite ttcte a iumeaces 
YUGOSLAVIA 


Churches! | Sector’ at, Skoptet as wedi Gabed icscer «meh cawhcnelelin epaasat en eemaat nee 
Serbian’ Orthodox Church applies for WCC membership »« + + « « + + + « 16 


ECUMENICAL. BODIES . 

: Student. conference sends petition to Turkish government ...... 1l 
Second Assembly scheduled of East Asia Christian C Gre yen Ce Hea oa ees 
Astan churches ‘hold /Sscond Assembly Im (Benet oKow: «tra a0 «ee eae eed? 
Consultation seeks family welfare training corps +. 20. es #4 oO 
Rev.:.H.:H. Robertson named ‘executive director of WACR* \% a So s0s Foal D 
Asian churches urge government talks over Malaysia conflict .... 9 
Agian chunchessurge study of/ political teeues. Ay girs i. ve ete trae arene 

; Asian churches plan major Faith and Order meeting .....«..-+. lO 

European churches to invite Roman Catholic observers to conference . ll 

Churches «study needs afimigranteng eke eit ish eo. ace; celta oe te eennns pamme 

Special Report: Asian churches publish own hymnal... 1.2 6 + « » 12 

COSA! Ss “work now in top: Bean hag eee tao Oe Pires Watt ae callie y ge kt mete am ees 

Council of ‘Churches*forméd in Neam Bast? yee ee te ety eee een ol 
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WORLD CONFESSIONAL BODIES 


Pope sends telegrams :-from Holy Land to Christian leaders ..:.. 
LWF. to set up ecumenical programme for Tanganyikan refugees ... 
eve rer hom or NE tl Ot sci Us ore Li DOOM One Oe na lrbset Hite po Sth felting fo 


10), OOO ceritetho vamiinrectams) oii Bonmzaly ro Payoh yi ailek ie agitate Ca oul lel ice 
One, congregation iri) Perm operates children!a Nome: ehasiis decal Welver e 
futheran World) elie! supports Asian programmes .).09 8) Stee dite 


Presbyterian Alliance leader criticises Pope's unity concept... 
Tanganyika refugee service begun with ecumenical cooperation... 
So budgetuoty $400) G00pmbanned for iMatinvamer ioe ly ios 4) ease! Oe 
Refugee phase-out in Germany seen as significant. LWF step .... 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


Mexico meeting looks afresh at Christian witness today ...... 
Pit RWe Leos Projaot inet requecta $16.1 75t5 59 ee ie eee eee 
Pope sends telegrams from Holy Land to Cet Sion TeERQEIS ip usw ete tite 
Heumenical service in the Church of St. Gervais, Geneva, to be 
POL OVLBEd) nis leis as inidialio' Na a's Susleeb we wb Ath tp 2 ie fa tay cay Nek wil’ p Yavin | ve 
Appendix: The Woduseer enn ae Commission.on World Mission and 
Preneerien oO. tne World Counord Of @hurGhes:)) vice ie 6s. evel e 
LWF to set up ecumenical programme for Tanganyikan refugees ... 
7 OO wserum Loud wachamenan Bengal Irtotsi) Wis hel Pek avlece Col. ahi ay Ad 
Jidarmament itlicials eet World iCounoidystatement ceil ie ele Dee ee 
WoC we secut1 ve Comm tteciinil Dimeetiin Russia: (viele. enceilal. Bice Heb us 
Po roReerve (01 SCusses Va ti@an Oma eI LD Vie lis) elles sal elyi wig Saabs, habits 
(seaLyenodlp joa tvons reed An \UGA>Panama Gi spute ners vele ao Nei ce eels 
Document: The Church and the churches (Some reflections about the 
BecOne Oe ar On Aon, one | Va ed Gai OUNCE) Tih ie palate ay le e-Saehen ine ieee 
wecC official "disappointed" with UN draft on religious liberty . . 
Inter-confessional discussion on the role of the Paty: areal Weiliee: ahtha 
Gara be sexamine 4Pope! ss iripstoa Jerusalem se lesiaini es ceihecetind eanle 
Oey EPCs Or ACUBe Le GOH OU WEG ne hia ie eaMain & Lake Rledhie Merce: aGae altel Onl acsie 
CCIA official urges .Makarios to accept Anglo-American plan .... 
WCC executive receives report from its Vatican Council observer . 
Dr. Visser !t Hooft sees Holy Land meeting as "positive ecumenical 
REC hs ve H oe . PMc hiteh 5: Moe atte ve Ese LEC, Gillet ai \ a i ar See 
WCC appeals eee $1, 000, 000 bee meee ALCAN Cina eens. OS. bone cies aris 
WCC officials cable U Thant concerning "tragedy" in Rwanda . . 4°. 
Moves to end "worst" refugee problem: WCC appeals for $500,909 . 
Prost ttC re Lavoe Gees TeGUUnNOn pPertet Lora Lo silat) eo ete es te 
wee Executive Committee issues statement on Christian unity... . 
WoC Executive Committee asks joint disarmament proposals ..... 
Methodist missionary to direct Africa. theological programme ... 
Russian patriarch welcomes WCC Executive Committee ... +. +. 5s + « 
German. itheologican critical of WCC leader's: views 1°... ss » 
Berman teager derends Wo Leader! a-VReWS'. foe whisuie eee e es eee 
American churches will ask aid through WCC for Delta project... 
Pema Nero VO Lea aw artis MN ewe tet fon lan a Relic wwe aN ete 8 el jw 
Pechnical assistance expert pancis to aid” churches 2). eee 2 ete 
First refugee families moved out of Calcutta station ..«..... 
WOC presidents issue 1964 Pentecost message , . 2 6. wis see 6 
Theological education Tund reports on its first five years... . 


Duteh churen sees no obstacle in World!) Council basi® . ov. ee ee 
Documents Pentecost 1964, a message from the presidents of the 
Worwiweuunowwoe enurenies “Come. Ures tor Spar ite eo eae ver es. oo 


et 


ae 
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wcC (cont. ) 
Tanganyika refugee service begun with ecumenical cooperation... . 12 
Disarmament negotiator praises WCC statements .......se-«-- 12 
Afpican churches: study iroba; Sea Lt asa) wo! pak iter bane ert yt ene ce Mga en 
International group will. study congregation's missionary structure . 13 


WCC delegation visits Rumania ... Sg) Re Ua el el Shah, hain Ae gD ENE, totale yet 
Coventry Cross at New York World's oe aN DSN C MES ee LW Os Bree Aaa test cy Fk 
WUC..offices Mo transPer inex twee ky vena te tween oe fo ABU ge ed Ratt letitel nek eeer 


WoC urges government to protect rights of the De ba avohahe Ji nite sallauee cee) 
World Council of Churches to help train farm mechanics . ...+ + « 15 
Dr. Nolde aska lend of international "mythe! Sie ide. cet et ele, eee OO 
Danger of "ennui" seen in ecumenical movement .«. . 6 « + « « + 6 » » 16 
WCC appeals for $60,000 to aid Bast Pakistan refugees ...-+.s +. 16 
New era coming in Church and state relations says Visser 't Hooft . 16 
Churches “Sector at Skopje Ge ‘dedicated. vi tyaclpo ue cel peel cw ie, et tee 
Dr: “Barnes ‘announces he wilh Peta re ie: irae by uke cal sien Un aa yiel lal, ileal up ai 16 
WCC names new staff member .. . : CORTON SO ae Seiieente tage aero 
Serbian Orthodox Church: applies cae “WoC nenberahis Pits Hor ey eA) AE HR RE 
Special Report: Churches! isaderg study "missionary congregation" . 16 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 
Communiqué. of Pope Paul VI and Patriarch Athenagoras from Jerusalem 1 
Speeches. of the Pope. and the Patriarch in Jerusalem . . « « « «# « » 1 
Patriarch of. Moscow sends reply to Patriarch Athenagoras . « « « «'« e 
Patriarch says. Pope Paul. proposed another meeting . . «+ « «+ + + « « eo 
All Christians. challenged to write "new history" of reconciliation . 2 
Ecumenical Patriarch's emissary visits Pope Paul VI ..+..+.s«.+«+-s+ 3 
Patriarch accepts London: invitation ).4 09s fe 6.0 e566 8 6 ee fe 8 4 
WCC urges government to protect rights of the Patriarchate « ... -» A 
Expelled metropolitans arrive in Paris) 6. Ve fe Yelie) eh teks) altel ve) Tetits 15 
Houmenioal: Patriarch. cancedd whaitie ules ceaas a. lenis, Bek cerurlne bette newts 
Vatican delegation. visiting Patriarch . 1.0. 2 6 1 ee © oe oe ee 1D 
Turkish government says Patriarchate "invidlate™® . . 2. « « 4 2 eo 16 
Exiled metropolitans see Patriarchate in great danger . «+ + +s « « 16 
Unity of churches seen in reaction to Patriarchate crisis . . « « + 16 


ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (see also Vatican Council II) 
Communiqué of Pope Paul VI and Patriarch Athenagoras from Jerusalem 1 
Speeches of.the Pope and the Patriarch in Jerusalem . +++ ++ « + as 
Pope sends telegrams from Holy Land to Christian leaders . + « « « + 1 
Cardinal Bea sees study as first point of COLMAROPATIOMA el sical ue dee had 
Christians of all confessions observe Unity Prayer Week ....+--s 4 
Inter-confessional discussion on the role of the laity ..+...+s-e. 9 
New negotiations on Mindszenty underway + » + + + + s+ + + eee 5 
French theologian questions papal pilgrimage . .« « « © © » « « ¢ #.8 6 
Agreement reported reached by Czech government, Roman Catholic Church 8 
Reconciliation of all Christians is goal Pope says .. + « «12 « « « 10 
Number of Christians in Jordan reported steadily decreasing . .. « fs 
Pope speaks of hopes for unity in Holy Week sermon . » « + + «+ «© « » LS, 
Don't judge Spanish church too harshly, R.C. leader asks . ... - + 13. 
Roman Catholic theologian urges tolerance of mixed marriages .... 14 
Austrian R.C. bishop advocates unity of faith, but not of rites . bial. edb 
Vatican delegation vi al bine Petree ron A oes ob ua ee chi, wu eee eae oe bah 


5, 
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CATEGORY II: Substance 


ANTI-SEMITISM - 
European’ Rabbis protest against USSR. discrimination against Jews 
Clergymen. appeal to Khrushchev on restrictions against Jews .. 


ATHETSM ~ 
USSR journal calls for more anti-religious posters . . + » « « + 
Expand drive against religion, top Russian official urges +,» > 
New drive against religion planned in USSR . . 6 6 ee © we eo 


No step-up in atheist propaganda report in E. Germany . ob iwi het tei 


Students report new trends in Czech Marxist ideology ... .- site 


BIBLE . we f 
Evangelistic correspondence courses reported approved by Spanish 
government -/ @ e _° ae s ° e . ° ° s e . . e ° s o e e s e ° ® e 
Asian churches hold Second Assembly in Bangkok « . « «© « «+ «© @ » 


CHRISTIAN ‘UNITY AND ECUMENICAL ATTITUDES (see also Vatican Council IT) 


Reconciliation of Catholicates welcomed by Armenian churchman . 
Dr. Niéméller warns against dangers of “organizational unity" . 
Unity group to dissolve;. to turn over work POkenurehe Bit. 40 vedios 
Christians of all confessions observe Unity Prayer Week ... -» 
-Présbyterian Alliance leader criticises Pope's unity concept. . 
Greater support of NCCiin USA urgedi seo eee ey er Re eee 
Lutherans seen unprepared for demands of ecumenical movement . . 
US Lutherans advance plans for cooperative agency .» « «+e «-s 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft sees Holy Land meeting as "positive ecumenical 


CE TTR De RMS COED CE OCCUR IO UM ee MN nie al aE Rp iT SN Re oh a 
Jamaica meeting seen as beginning of "breakthrough" . . « «« « 
Ordination of women obstacle to unity, says Catholic leader .. 
WCC Executive Committee issues statement on Christian unity .. 
Federal union of churches seen as unity goal ». « « « « «© © « @ » 

“Sober, reserve" seen proper attitude towards Vatican Council. . 
Peotit ah yout ean tor NVI OLS Un Py a eee ep a ge ae 8 
Equality of churches seen as unity basis by Russian leader .. +» 
Dr. Blake sees. effective mission as goal of Christian unity’ .'°% 
NCC told. ecumenical pace demands sustained attention . . « « « « 
Journal criticises statement of Greek prelate . «6 + «+ «+ e « + 
Dutch cardinal. warns of dangers of mere organizational unity . . 
‘Editor. analyses recent ecumenical events ». . 4 + «+ «+ 6 «© © « «© » 
German. leader warns against optimism on Protestant-R.C. reunion 
Reconciliation of all Christians is goal Pope sayS « « «+ «+ «+ « « 
Dutch church sees no obstacle in World Council basis . Da eaten te 
One-third of all Germans back Protestant-Catholic MECCA ters wh tert the 
German church asks stronger ties with Roman Catholics . +... « 
Pope. speaks of hopes for unity in Holy Week sermon. «+ + + + « + 
Seville Archbishop!s pastoral calls for "charity" towards non- 
es eo eer Gn ERM Pe tian er Soe eee ie a Oy ee we a eh Oe 
Austrian R.C. bishop advocates unity of faith, but not of rites 
'Bvangelical strategy! on ecumenism urged to DA oes) Sattoay Mey ie, trey Sais 
Unity and mission irrevocably linked, Dr. Niles emphasises .. . 
Unity of churches seen in reaction to Patriarchate fo ape =) = RN Sea 
_ Danger of “énriui" seen in ecumenical movement - + + + + + +e + 


13 


Oo 


\O\O\0\10 @ @ pOoOANARANHAA 1 UT > Nt FR 


EPS Index/January-April, 1964 | 14° 


CHURCH~STATE RELATIONS (see also Religious Liberty) 

"Absolute separation" of Church and state rejected in Lutheran study . 
Church-state parley approves health, welfare aid to parochial schools 
Destruction sf .biepziegrchurch Gaiproves tet iss. os Gale peer te oe 
Agreement reported reached by Czech government, R.C. Church .... .» 
"Gnawing pressure'' on churches in Hast Germany detailed . . . 4. « « « 
Spanish students want) religiously “neutral” tate. oe (veins ar orl helen 
Basque priests criticise Spanish government and church .....:.+. 10 
French Protestants protest new diploma proposal . .... . «8 © « « « LO 
30. + 35 oma bi on sppacddice: 6 aa tin Fir USSR) ea eer ee eae atta eeners: Soph ean g ree) 
Spanish legislation reported awaiting Vatican decision . . +... « « 10 
Tsraéli leaders at:odds on “conversion; legislation . 6 « » ss 6 «© « st 
‘Better church-state relations reported in Hast Germany ....+«s « Ashe 
Canary Islands church receives Offi eLabine risa soe eabe pita Mie tat ees eee 
French leaders describe measures against: UES) Churches aire. 4h gue et eee 
Metropuvlitan Nicodim reports on Soviet Christians! situation... ... 12 
No step-up in atheist propaganda report in E. Germany... « « « « »« 13 
Tsraehi -court sentences (students, for attack on) school \epe 4-20 (Yin te see 
Koenig ‘sees*improved church-state relations in Bast . i 9.5. « . ~@ «+. 14 
Swedish Free Church leaders fear government interference ...... 14 
Spanish government authorises publication of new evangelical books. . 14 
Four new chapels to be opened-in Spain ..-. «. . 5 iSoe ties ee la Ae a eee 
"Agreement" with Sudanese priests claimed by Veoranene Offieiss pd vet 
WCC:urges* government to protect rights of the Patriarchate .... . 15 
Expelled metrepo lM tansoarravedim Paria. 4 Ce ads OM of enw Wa ol ee ee eee 
MouUNenLeal Patriarch, CanCele, Vile wee pu va siciem © a viaka tadiied ¢4 eee te comme 
‘Turkish: government says Patriarchate "inviolate" .... .«. +... 16 
Exiled metropolitans see Patriarchate in great danger . . « « « « « « 16 
New era eeu in church and state relations says Visser 't Hooft. . 16 


CHURCH. UNION 
Methodist group to fight proposec. UNI OM Wa GO ANS LL GANS yy writes ve yeni e commie 
New. exchange programme to, promote Anglivpan-Methodist unity? As eae 
Anglo- Catholic wing supports Anglican-Methodist conversations .... 5 
Organie union unwise, LordePishe rs aya crt cy Agel ten ieta tain etl eae emma 
Argentine Methodists SOGK) UNV OTE PAs aisle « Paras tat Reet Soe bea t 
Delay in union with Methodists asked by two Charen of aaa groups — 9 
Dr,, Ramsey takes issue with Lord, Bisner eee ee lee ye ie leis) Ns - LO 
Common programmes: advocated AS CHURCHES TNGy UAL ON es) ca yatiat 6 lies cs semen 
German Lutheran Free Church leaders announce union plan *. w 6 6 «2 « th 
US churches pledge to "go forward" in unity talks . . . « 0.6 « » « » Aj 
New proposal to retin te American Presbytieri ang oo ig (al en: ts lar ete te ule eam D 
Church of England group endorses union plan with Methodists ..... 15 
Methodist leader says no change in Free Church relations in Anglican 
MLYLAOYia  seeh ius Rel yipalede ; RAPP ONG APE AEN RE UMN: My peered wap mn eo oh ha 
Jamaican churches move “towards CIT LON aes ute ghee et cae Wir faeces isin ounce) ae amen a 
New Zealand Anglicans will join unity ones Be Pt se a eee a 


CONFESSIONAL AND DENOMINATIONAL LIFE AND STRUCTURE 
Report asks sweeping changes in Church of England structure... «..+ 43 
Church’of South India takes steps to streamline its work ...« « « « + 4 
“Cuban Methodist chureh's “spiritual vitality" cited. . 2/4 ws «'e 4 es 8 
Dutch Humaniests to. serverdraede Lopes Sami st ilar el) let aro. counsel ig) em) Coe 
Churches in S. Vietnam continue work despite guerilla warfare .... le 
Presbyterian Church of Formosa takes steps to strengthen outreach . . 12 
Serbian Orthodox Church deposés/ bishop i liilecia + elec eiuas soy ake sie we reer 
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CONFESSIONAL AND DENOMINATIONAL LIFE AND STRUCTURE (cont. ) 
"Humanist counsellor" Penrose ter wii BYOB LN GLRG: ip) \'s° ke Veuve) &¥) iw Lives ow 
Unity and mission irrevocably linked, Dr. Niles emphasises... , 
Protestant Latin America gains nh hateley especially by Dipreis a8 
Basutoland church gets independence; applies for WCC membership .. 
Serbian Orthodox Church applies POD OM Cie SAIS Sete ol chi a a ete’ # sane 


CONFESSIONALISM 
Asian churches hold Budone Aare in sean) That a) Enh eon wate ae WAC wey 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
Belief in God not required of conscientious Wot paved nob ately Taek oe ae ER PE tia 
Phorchilendenr om sicises Cenman) ClO se syvatemii brid wy eee oO bes ole’ 


EDUCATION (general, Christian) 
Parochial schools operation held Eee Shurch!s "primary task" ., 
Service to education stressed in joint statement by Kenya churches . 
Indian leaders map plans for massive curriculum, programme ..... 
Peeoe Onur ones sures sould or DOlITICh ll: LSSUES ory. elles Je.) sacbiee cou 
Theological education fund reports on its first five years .... « 


ETHICS. (personal, professional, social) 
Aeren) ieaders* to discuss*responsible parenthood 6s ee eka 8 
Puropenuperudenth beaters discues "new etnies oy oy Are a 
Dee SOMteyeeeR oe Abit Oly GA VOrCe  Lawi rer Ormihg a asl a ule! o> fee) aoe elon 
England's Presbyterians urged to ease rule on remarriage ...+.-. 
British-Church Couneil deplores Southern Rhodesia violence .... =. 
Hey vaebava teweeureed Lori Scotti en churchh , Ur Gn rer Vee a ee be 


EVANGELISM ; 
International group will study congregation's missionary structure . 
Churches’ leaders study "missionary. congregation 2 6: + a. 4) 4.6.0 


FESTIVALS - 
WCC- presidents issue 1964 Pentecost message .....-s : . ; 
Document: Pentecost 1964, a message from the presidents of ‘ite WoC 
NOTA eGR ray Rob ok ot aye eRe Bee ki oi, 0 soy ie Aim ee a ten 2) hi a as CeO SS 


INFORMATION (press, broadcasting, film, photography:) 
Ecumenical service in Church of St. Gervais, Geneva, to be televised 
Phetver use of Tadi0,ureed) for Madagasy, churches’ o: s,s e+, © 2:0, 0) 
awonuccien Pond edi, Lrencms hers) 10) ASIE) fio. e. ecie CS pel eee 
Church asks licences not be renewed for discriminating TV stations . 


INTER-CHURCH AID (see also Refugees) 
“DEGARWS Ss LOCA Projeotiidet- requecta $16,173,559) 158 wi a pee eM 
‘Mennonites planning help for Paraguay drought VL CLIMB byl belo itph irae eve 
Win tnerane Vor Los Roliel. Ghigen era igbOUROTGR efigiie’ oe ,e 08 seine ele: tklele ls 
eeO,000-eents to aid yactingbor Bengal rioba ese ci” Pm ey 
Lutheran World Relief supports Asian programmes . « 6 » » « « © « « 
WCC appeals for $1,000,000 to meet African emergencies ......-. 
Churches aid Hast Pav eten PEDUPOSR OC seg el ei et ale perme tet Ue 
American churches will ask aid through WCC for Delta areas AVR ee ss 
1565 “budeet; of $500,000 planned) for Latin Amerioay 7) shi ie 8 ete le 
Ce Meron teen OW ¢ PI VOD) oR! Me hie ey Slate hehe ee (eye es ental ree Tae) wh tela 
World Council’ of Churches to help train farm mechanics . ». « « « « e 
Churoness’= Sectonsat Skopje is dedicated ie. Ue a ol ee! wee 


es, 


oor 
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INTER- CHURCH CONTACTS, EXCHANGES AND RELATIONS 
Baptist -leaders eet PSOE ie als Wavdieee Gan ieee aah tiacgia er CaN DE A) Wei te tieth ity neem te Mee 2 
Patriarch “wotvepts London nya tact Bin ec wees te he lene eaney ity ie eee ones ee 
“WCC executive receives report from its Vatican Council observer ..° 6 
West German church rejects Prague Assembly invitation .....» +. Ht 
Russian Patriarch ‘welcomes WCC Executive Gommittee } i... c..0e ee 7 
German Free Churches ask closer relations with "Landeskirchen" ... 11 
Vatioan delegation wisitinePapr taxa hn iis <i) lig cule telah ee vehi x wee Gees eee eed 
English’ and German;theologiangplani mse tines is) aisiwis! a0 sh olleka ten eee ek ao 
_ Reformed and Lutheran theologians will study reasons for disunity . 16 
USA: Onthodox end Episcopal diseuss: Unity: poh easiest ot Peake pare eae 


INTER-CONFESSIONAL RELATIONS 
Communiqué of Pope Paul VI and Patriarch Athenagoras from Jerusalem 
Speeches of the Pope and the Patriarch in Jerusalem ....+....e 
Pope sends telegrams from Holy Land to COPS tLan Leaders els) 5! cate ae 
Patriarch of Moscow sends reply to Patriarch Athenagoras . ....e«.-. 
Conflicting reactions in Greece to meeting of Pope and Patriarch a tee 
Archbishop of Canterbury announces new Commission on Relations with 


ee 


ROMO i ere wha ce oe cas crs ae ura leer atm nets: Mita UAW a 1 Re Seg sacl te en es a 
Patriarch says Pope Paul proposed another HEGULNG Ga dant « aca tmdie ewe Ore 
All Christians challenged to write "new history" of reconciliation . 
Special commissions to continue "dialogue" of Pope and Patriarch « 
Ecumenical Patriarch! s enissary vied teak Ope Paws Vii ian cain, cea ne 
Cardinal Bea sees study as first point of collaboration .....%* 

_Anglicans and Roman Catholics in-Uganda Church Council... ... » 
Appéal’ for Christian cooperation in social” works vais a wena 
"Fraternal service" unity urged for Roman Catholic youth +e ie eae ee 
‘German synod calls for closer relations with Roman Catholicos .... 
Russian church leader predicts more Catholic-Orthodox contacts ... 
Uganda's Christians plan’ joint approach to assues: =. 9.5... 6 8 us 
Greek primate reiterates opposition to 'dialogne! 2.9. «6 «6 «6 ate 
Observers!’ influence) at) Council, emphasised.) Ves. c2nu sa ico kc ees 
Centres urged: fon. ('mixed marriage paytnere )) sissies ane a a) ace ene 
Interreligious ‘first! in Spain: prayers together for unity . . « . 
One version of Lord's Prayer advocated for ali’ Christians «. . » . 
Cardinals examine Pope's trip to Jerusalem EASING wee Wd Yn Ceti he re 
Lutheran bishops urge revisions in Catholic "mixed marriage" laws . 
“Influence of Council’ seen in Malagasy bishop!s astion’ .°. 10. . % We 
Catholic, Anglican church leaders ask’ end to Calcutta riots 22. sos. 
Promote more ecumenical contacts, Latin American students ask ....: 

Dutch synod respects Princess's decision, but expresses fear for 
Csumenigal: relations yep ena aney ce eel eo ite Wiener Or eeeame ile” te toe Memes 
Intemconfessional research, units held needed in ecumenical era «:.. 
' Cardinal, silent on, details of Princess!s "transition" . 5 « « « -é.: 
Asian churches hold Sesond- Assembly in Bangkok . . «6 « +6 «© 6 «¢ « 
-Protestants and Roman Catholics in Colombia join in prayer service . 
Protestant, Catholic cooperation, reported expanding in Brazil ae Se 
Protestants see "new spirit” in relations with Catholics. . .-. « « « 
‘Expand Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialogue, theologian urges «.e. +s. . Ill 
Mexican Protestant, R.C. doctors discuss, birth control at meeting . 12 
Spanish Roman Catholic Educator thanks Protestants for correction . 12 
.Exchange of ambassadors by churches advocated by German theologian., 12 
Roman Catholic priest to teach at Taiwan Protestant seminary .... 13 
Roman Catholic bishop proposes discarding mixed marriage pledges .. 13 
Roman Catholic theologian urges tolerance of mixed marriages . ... 14 
Cardinal regrets strain between churches caused by Princess's 
EVANS ELON co ei eile ie ee eo he Ae elite ta om g/d MOA ae Ni ela Ok ta a 
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INTER-FAITH RELATIONS 
Chrietiane and Buddhists exchange scriptures in Japan... ..e+.+-« 3 
CONBTIUCT LON Btorved, OL CNristian Villeace in’ Teraele oo ot. es ee et Ld 
Rabbi declares Jews need not be grateful for Council schema . .... 12 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
Religious leaders issue plea for world disarmament .... + + «6 « 
Berlin passes welcomed by Christian Peace Conference .....6»+-.-. 
WUerere: DrOtes be lon Dan On. DOV AL WEBCO OTOUD  caliatwnis «6. @! oo ek‘ 
PeparUemeutMeGi lr iClig lo Pew WOTla COUnGi. SLateMment os. a) esse se tee a 
treaty modiPfications\urged in USA=Panama dispute + 3. 3 vee 8 ee 
CCIA ‘offictal urges Makarios to decept Anglo-American plan .... . 
WCC officials cable U Thant concerning "tragedy" in Rwanda... . - 
WCC Executive Committee asks joint disarmament proposals ....e«.s 
West German church rejects Prague Assembly invitation «0.5 secs. 8s 
Asian churches urge government talks over Malaysia conflict ..... 
Koren Students ark hebter Pelationgs With Japan seis 6) 6 « vistiee (elie LO 
Pamichurchesiurgetstudy ofr political  Pssues) >. giea [s\le & Jey-8 «8m AO 
Disarmament negotiator praises WCC statements .. . Ral lage pei ap ioe a 1 


oJ SF ONT BS UW Gt 0 10 


Scottish ‘church sees arms shipment to S. Africa as "immoral" .... 13 
Dr. Nolde asks end of international PUR Caley ea ivavcen ee sick as eure rai: ae 
LAITY 


Inter-confessianal discussion on the a OF et ee Od aed Sey igh a iar he letra Bae 
Laity's role in- independent Kenya stressed by. Archhishop ....«.«-. 6 
Agian churches wnoldiSecond Assembly in Bangkok bi vgiidve 6 a0 (6 lela ecm 9 
Peta churohes urge vstudy of ipGlygical (A Ssues (a 6) selina ce le Were Yelp itianiie LO 
Astor circ sasLany peOue MOL med Ty: ar la igitidh cater eh Lami, wade te Hel Sewlet tel LS 


LITERATURE (includirig Bible and othér publications) 
Pore ulenr literature dx1ye Headed by. ftlm magnate se see ee eee de 
Sspecagk Reports) Asian churchesspublish own hymnal isi. ie “«. « le lel weihe 
eu Gee Gl Gane ea Lute Gee MALE LIER gtd tins Ne, ta ligid a taetnel ce sel mse salto) vel arom LA 
Poewe ta Cee One e aD Lie oe ets OU” 6 be Salta tweamiier ls) le. s 194 ve ie ee 


LITURGY AND FORMS OF WORSHIP 
English-speaking Christians urged to study uniform liturgical 
SLO yA er MAA A stale ean ah Pade <p igia's yond Seti wan vig (ete Pols white. et toi wea teties oD 
henten masses to-orenare laity Porvchanges: inh LItUrey re ey oh Con ign oy wt) 5 


MINISTRY 
Ordination of women obstacle to unity, says Catholic leader ..... 6 
Tien oss LIers Lanyon eas LOT Tae POL gis se er le o lee es ah 
Three Hast German churches defer vote on women's ordination . .... 15 


MISSIONS, (home and foreign) 

Mexico meeting looks afresh at Christian witness today .. .« « « « « 

Appendix: The Message (from the Commission on World Mission and 
Resne amy Ol vehen Wardd Wao mned bed «ChE ONE S)h ek plsve lc eth co!” vol Jaliases elt haters 
Drop in number of. missionaries in’ Angola reported ... « 6 « » « e « » 
Mieelonary hi Ted (by, ConecoRGernoriet se bis ee lee aoe ete apie! talk fos 
Ss. Africa insists non-whites must leave mission farms . ....«.««. 
Haiti rejects protest, on Jesuits’ expulSion, « 6) 0) lem of ei vep ce. 0 ee @ 
Liberian president stresses value of missions . . . « « « «© © « es « « 
Asian churches hold Second Assembly in Bangkok .« . +6 « « « «© © »© « « 
/ Sudan government expels foreign missionarieS . «© + -« «© 0 » © e:« 
SOOenet ea OTe be op bet WOK LT emer, oe iy, Hey lett coli sip pei tey jew. Col sel tes uarel be 
Sates hee Or eM SOM Le ae Cie ha a Wied teh gis vey ches ah dor ieeiups ah te) ped elrert veryuet! Le 
£ Methodists recruit special task force. for work in Congo ..4 «2 »« « « 13 
Misetons) esacreudiacups Angola witn Pontugal.of ficial.) cies « wee LD 
Mboya criticises expulsion of missionaries from Sudan . . « »« « « « « 15 
Unity and mission irrevocably linked Dr. Niles emphasises . . « « « e 15 


te 
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NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE AND BUILDING 


Service to education stressed in joint statement by Kenya churches 


Kenya official.says churches must end 'destructive role! ... 
Kenya leader asks African leadership in all churches ..... 
Southern Rhodesian church leaders issue warning ......«e-e 
British Church Council deplores Southern Rhodesia violence .. 


NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS 
New study traces ‘anti-semitism causes vis. -\s isl bere een aes 
Huropean rabbis protest against USSR discrimination against Jews 
Matzoh ‘bakeny (meopened “an MOgeom.. kw gate Ruse ass ee Cee 
Clergymen appeal to Khrushchev, on -restrictions against Jews. . 


PERSONAL LIBERTY 
+ GIR, Ves ohers deported from ‘Charge eh yak en ne 
Churches urged to lead drive against detention law ...... 


PERSONALITIES © 
Dr. Bennett elected president of Union Theological Seminary . .. 
Death of Father Weigel, noted Amerloan ecumeni st ye, 0) sine si) ei 

Mrs \Meokie named to WCC (start e curl. tian ual k vie) sania eee maa 
Organic vunion. "unwise! Lond). a sherssavs ocular ois Gets en die edie eae 
Methodist missionary to direct Africa theological programme. . 
Asian churches hold Second Assembly in Bangkok .....-e.«e 
Rev. E. KH. Robertson named executive director of WACB ....«. 
Dr.. Nieméller continues fight for release of war prisoners .. 
Japanceesyouth cloades -j0lnssWOG sstaf ti iiG oe eleah el mebie, Meme My 


Gatholic .school confers honorary Doctor of Laws degree on Dr. Fry 


Dr. Barnes announces he will retire . «.« « aR otis had Gy eee diel yea san 
WoG. names new BUTALE MOMb Or trie eg: teres ed alec Out a) nated at neti een ta ieee Tne 


PROSELYTISM 
' Spanish: Catholic bishop sees ‘grave dangers! in proselytism Nike 


RACE’ RELATIONS 
Episcopalians asked to support race programme ..... Len St) eye 
Norwegian bishops ask end to apartheid in South Africa .... 


* 


Fellowship to aid those pressured: for stands on: race, social issues 


Non-violent- demonstration backed when all other efforts fail . 
National paper rebukes South African church journal ...... 
& Realistic view or wreiee, (Onis s ai aire Ay iiss Mien Witla hsdpa ue Mela ony 
. Ministers, rabbis Join vote registration: picketing | coi: iivetiet os 
South African: church says "mixed marriages not sinful" .... 
Jail terms, fines assessed against picketing ministers .... 
New Zealand statement protests "apartheid sports" . .....es. 
White Episcopalians asked to join Negro congregations ..... 
S. Africa insists non-whites must leave mission TADS Pave wy lens 
Presbyterian agency aids "legal outpost" on rights .... 
Dutch: Reformed paper hopes Anglican won't criticise abiereutiiors 
Catholic bishops reiterate stand against apartheid ...... 
Continuous services planned if rights bill action lags .... 
Christian: council: criticises South African legislation .... 
Missionaries urged to aid US Christians on race . . .°.). % .« «6. 
Anglican urges world-wide drive against Bpartner dy 8s ee tees 
Anti-discrimination- drive launched in BRITCS) ret lalate elt ante ae 
Compromise reached in- ministers! appeal . Pear dy SOY it bee Bile & Po th Bh 
*.Mennonites to-send teachers: into USA Negro "ghettos" ..... 
.-Racial hatred: mars US image, says German Lutheran ..°.... + « 
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RACE RELATIONS (cont.) 
Senator charges NCC with unlawful. BE ee hell witgt rary sw Eko WLI k o 
Catholic journal defends NCC: condemns Sen. Thurmond's attack . 
Unity and’ mission irrevocably linked, Dr. Niles emphasises .... 
Church asks licences not be renewed Por discriminating TV stations 
"Nice, white northern liberal" integration obstacle, layman says F 
Methodist minister says "mollycoddling" of S. Africa's whites ape 

LOPE RN Sa Scr ae Aghia Nanna a nei th ge gh ot Bi, BLY RECN. Saal se Cea Lae awl coe 
Full racial integration of church urged by missionaries: ee ee ne 


REFUGEES. fase also. Inter-Church Aid) Hat 
LWF. to set up.ecumenical programme for Tanganyikan bopabeae! yee ley! 
Moves. to end "worst! refugee problem: WCC appeals for $500,000 , 


e 


Churches aid Hast:;Pakistan. refugees? sissies 6 004 ee 8 ee 8 
First. refugee. families moved out of Calcutta station » . 2. . 4. 
Tanganyika refugee service begun with ecumenical cooperation . 
Rights of religious minorities sought in Pakistan ....s6-. 

Churches study needs of. migrants . 1 « 6 6 6» «© © © © © © © eo 
Refugee phase-out in Germany seen as significant LWF step . . 

WCC appeals for $60,000 to aid Hast Pakistan refugees . « « « « « 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY (see also Church-State Relations) 
Tarragona Archbishop favours freedom of worship, condemns prosely- 
OPERA OL MeN a MENT LL and othiat Tah ver some eh pc bts eye Awe ical meek two) ey 
Spanish Protestants prepare statement of faith. ...e.- 
Religious freedom schema held vital to Christian unity. . 
Drop in number of missionaries in Angola reported ... . 
Jews petition Porsenna sev OL SAGA 6 eh gveiietieie arcs 
WCC official "disappointed" with UN draft on religious liberty . 
10 more Protestant churches permitted to reopen in Spain: 
New negotiations .on Mindszenty underway .. . « « « « « 
Withdrawal .of nursing nuns protested by Ceylonese lepers 
CCIA official advocates freedom of belief for all «.. 
Ghana warns religious graups against opposing Nkrumah . 
Hattivexpels all Jesurtts eae Oe eee el eh ae oe 
Spanish court overrules government, says Protestants may Apey phimoh 
Haiti rejects protest on Jesuits! expulsion . 1... « + se e we 
Spanish hierarchy reported to approve draft law on Protestants! 
PANE Ss UN te Ber ag) aie Lia ok SDP eta eke Ue rant et eiiiek, Wautarrs ose wieey Mal elt 
German .theologian epiesont of wee leader's viewS . «© «6 e:e « « 
Pakistani leader guarantees protection to Christians . «. « « « « 
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German leader defends WCC leader's viewS . « « « «© «© oe « « 
Sudan government expels foreign missionaries . . « «+ + ses 
Asian churches urge study of political issues .....s- 
French Christians study USSR churches! situation . . .«s -» 
Mboya eriticises expulsion of missionaries from Sudan . . 
Pope expects Council action on religious liberty . « « « « peas 
UAereement" with.Sudanése priests claimed by government official . 
New obstacle to baptism reported in Matolend ETE TUS est a) alae ney tigi ae 


REPENTANCE ACTIONS AND RECONCILIATION 
Fellowship group will make "penitence pilgrimage" to Dresden... 
"Repentance church" planned at Dachau URE CaN ee ie baat Peake SM Be le Ae 


SACRAMENTS 
Avoid wine in communion for alcoholics, bishop urges « « « « + « « 
Decline in baptisms in East Germany reported « 6 » + «+ + + ee # » 
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SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS. AND CHRISTIAN ACTION . 
NCC leader EN president's campaign against poverty... Menem) 4) 
One congregation in Peru operates children! BOM Ses) Uatte tie ie teecane 
More equitable capital. distribution urged by Protestant, R.C. groups 
Methodist women ask end to immigration 'quota! law ... ..e« ee. 
German church leader regrets "rigid attitude" on Berlin passes .., 
Asian churches hold Second Assembly an \Banekowe™ sie teu eee ene 
United Church board urges legalisation of birth control. . Te a Gute 
Consultation seeks family welfare Praining (Goro, 24) te vt ee ae eerie me 
Asian churches urge: study of political i esuesii wise ee whe). ee eee LO 
Anti-discriminationdriveslaunchedsin: Frances’; lvoe tye. oy Feb we cee LO 
French churches: ‘appesis to atd worlitevhuneryo uy rates Siw oe aeiem Ll 
Malagasy. churches unite in. condemning new law... ss 6 © soe sce Ll 

“South African Methodists criticise new legislation’ . .°s%.«:s:.7*sa" Ll 
Dr. de-Blank condemns secret South African society ~. 6 . 6 svévete 
Technical assistance expert panel to aid churches Seed kell a ae ee 
Mennonites- send aid +o. Delta's. needy .... gates eet eae 
South African churches condemn bill as "negation of morality" isuel6s 
Church. leaders condemn Bante “laws, pil Li iene yi Ma)! We aah oieieeine eee te 
Bishopte wife: jJellediin florida "right ct protests i. sie mace emesis ied nr ean 
Churches urged to avoid theological justification of. war’ .°. 4. . 14 
US churches to prepare students ror civil rights work © SES boy ante, hs eee 
Special Report: Bester: tno ogadkson sap eenn. ° ET ee PP hs mi: 
Draft law tie to anti- -poverty campaign assailed _ FOR PAM DN ate g ety 
Birthday letter to Khrushchev asks generosity on frontier passes . 15 
Christian ‘support of new village pian Lp tidis tS wired we. , eee ee ae 


VATICAN: COUNCIL II - (oee also Roman Catholic Church) 
Religious freedom schema held vital to: Christian unity... .«.. . 4 
WCC observer) discusses) VaticaniOouncil: div ae the .a bes ee ee 4 
Observers'. influence at Council emphasised . .. ss... ee ee the 
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Documents - The Church and the churches (some reflections mes the 

- Second eens of the Vatican Council) . sik s/o Sol Sate ae A 
WCC Executive receives report from its Wate outs Council observer. . 6 
"Bold" new schema on ecumenism reported drafted for Vatican Council 11 
Rabbi declares Jews need not be grateful for Council schema .... 12 
Is Vatican Council responsible for conversion decline ?-. 1... e+ 14 
Pope. expects. Council: action ion weligious, la perty, « ua mics) atmneiies eurnmD 
Pepe, asks coopenationvol) lradianm hierarchy Sin). whilles Gieanik. vere 

WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Ordination of women ‘obstacle to unity, says Catholic leader ..% 2°. 6 
. Three East German | churches defer vote on women's ordination... . 15 


YOUTH 

Student ts eee sends petition to Turkish government: % ««: 6: 
Promote -more ecumenical contacts, Latin American students aSk i, sare 
European student leaders discuss "new ethics" . . ° oe Cole 
WGC -seeking -30 youth for long-term work camps in the eee and Bali 
ocoptish. youth pleat Op Mtge De ta iM le eee Unit gn creas 0 ete 
Spanish students want religiously "neutral" state ..°. . «+... « 
Anti-religious Wend (Pepopted, AVC LOnd 6 aeiety see gi uel aul mean eee 

Korean students ask bétter relations with WE DGtN «oa, [renee Poe oe ethos 
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SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS FORBID 
DISCRIMINATION IN THETR CHURCHES 


(Montreat, De Wu) - The 194th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 

in the US. (Southern) has voted explicitly to forbid its local congregations 
to exclude any person from "participation in public worship ... on grounds 
Srimece. colour;> or class", 


The action, passed by a vote of 279 to 116, is subject to approval by -the 
Assembly's 80 presbytezies. | 


The Assembly also instructed its synods to'"dissolwe its three all-Negro 
| presbyteries which are located in the Deep South and to integrate them with 
| existing "all-white" presbyteries. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church has 8,909 to 9,000 Negroes among its nearly 
940,000 members. Those not in all-Negro presbyteries are in Negro churches 
in nine other southeastern and southwestern states. Only a handful of the 
denomination!s 4,000 churches are integrated. 


A motion that the Assembly "request", instead of "instruct", synods to 
dissolve the all-Negro presbyteries was voted down, 276 to 136. Some sup- 
porters of the motion indicated that "instructing" the synods would be 
"coercion", 


In other sessions, the Assembly: 


- Urged mobilization of the churches! resources "to give more practical 
assistance to their ministers who are in distress because of their faithful 
witness against racial injustice in the church and in society". 
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- Approved a report urging that the church and the Reformed Church in 
America continue conversations looking towards possible union, The report 
said that if "practical problems" of the union can be worked out "we envisage 
the union of our two churches", 


- Voted final approval of the ordination of women as ministers, elders, 
and deacons. 


- Approved a report calling for some form of "voluntary devotional: “recog- 
nition of God in public schools". 


- Rejected five requests from local presbyteries that the church withdraw 
from the National Council of Churches. Instead the Assembly reaffirmed the 
church's partacipation in the work of the NCC and voted to increase its 
financial support of the council, EPS, Geneva 


U.S. METHODISTS WILL ABOLISH 
ALL-NEGRO DIVISION 


(Pittsburgh) - The General Conference of The Methodist Church. meeting here 
has approved a four-year plan to abolish its racially segregated division 


A nearly unanimous vote by show of hands approved the voluntary transfer of 
the 15 Conferences in the All-Negro Central Jurisdiction, a non—geographical 
union, to the respective geographical jurisdiction in which they are located. 
The action followed a 9=hour debate’ in which several Negro and overseas 
order he GE ae that the plan would move too Slowly. 


But, Mr. Charles C. - Parlin, chairman of the 36—member Commission which 
peeiee the proposal, insisted that it would end racial division in the next 
four years and would be "a giant step towards an inclusive church". 


However, the Rev. Kim-Hao Yap of Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, called the proposal 
a "plan: of inaction". He said he and other overseas delegates would return 
home "discouraged and embarrassed", 


The plan will set up two temporary aid funds to establish minimum sal econ 
and pensions for Negro pastor.s.. Under its provisions Negroes also will 

be guaranteed representation on the boards and nee ues ee of the ae follow- 
ing integration, 


The 15 Conferences of thé All-Negro Central Jurisdiction have 2 , 846 churches 
and 373,262 members. Total membership a The Methodist Church is more than 
10,000,000, EPS, Geneva 


STUDY SHOWS BIAS IN 
CATHOLIC TEXTBOOKS 


(New York) = A major study of the textbooks used in Roman ‘Catholic schools in 
the United States shows that many still sometimes convey distorted and nege- 
ative attitudes towards -Jews and Protestants. 


However, the study revealed that the books were "overwhelmingly positive" 
towards racial and ethnic groups where religion was not involved. 


The three-year study, made by St. Louis University, a Jesuit institution, 
cautioned against generalizations and oversimplifications, but said the neg- 
ative comments were particularly concerned with historic conflicts, 


With regard to Protestants, for example, it said, this shows up particularly 
in discussion of doctrinal differences and in the accounts of the Reformation. 
Speaking of Jews, ‘the books tend to stress the rejection of Christianity, the 
crucifixion and the Pharisees, EPS, Geneva 
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HAITI EXPELS #PISCOPAL BISHOP 
WHO LED CHURCH 21 YEARS 


(Washington Doty.) - Fear that he might not be permitted to return to the 
flock he has ministered to for the past 21 years has prompted Protestant 
Episcopal Bishop C. Alfred Voegeli to ask the US State Department to refrain 
from protesting his expulsion tothe Haitian government. 


The Episcopal bishop was whisked out of the country April 23, flown to Puerto 
Rico, and now is in New York City. he bishop's two American assistants 
were permitted to remain. 


The Protestant Episcopal Church in Haiti had 25 Haitian priests, serving 

some 60 congregations. Total church membership numbers 435,009. In addition, 
there are "about a dozen" American missionaries at work in thé country, most 
of whom are engaged in educational or medical work. The church began its 
missionary work in Haiti in 1861. EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH BAPTISTS WARNED AGAINST 
IGNORING CHURCH UNITY MOVEMENT 


1 


(London) ~ British Baptists were warned here by their. new president that they 
must not ignore the move for church unity going on all around them. 


Dr. L. G. Champion, head of the Baptist Union on Great Britain and Ireland, 
said in his presidential address at the Union's annual assembly, that"in 
all parts of the world the ecumenical movement maintains its momentum. 


"We cannot live as if this were not happening. We dare not dismiss it all 
as ‘trivial or insignificant. We may find it disturbing but that is the mark 
of spiritual movement." 


On a similar note, the London Baptist Times said that within ten years 
Baptists will be Man isolated position in Britain. By that time, the paper 
commented, the current talks between Methodists and Anglicans will have 
reached a decisive stage, So will the talks between Presbyterians and 
Congregationalists. It noted that Baptists are not involved in any of these 
conversations, we EPS, (Geneva 


U.S. CHURCH ASKS END 
OF RADIO AND TV DISCRIMINATION 


(Washington D.C.) - The United Church of Christ has: called upon the National 
Association of Broadcasters to urge its member stations, particularly in the 
South, not to discriminate against Negroes in programme practices. 


A six-point plan presented to the Association by church leaders urged that: 
stations provide impartial coverage of news events with adequate representation 
of Negro viewpoints. eo 


The plan called for adequate coverage of news of the Negro community including 
civil rights efforts and Negro religious affairs; adequate participation by 
Negroes in discussion, educational, and entertainment programmes and the 
presentation of educational programmes on race relations. 


Farlier the church had filed petitions with the Federal Communications 
Commission challenging the right of two television stations in Jackson, 
Mississippi, to renew their licences, because they failed to give adequate 
coverage to Negro interests, so it was alleged. (EPS No. 16) 

EPS, Geneva 
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6,000 IN CHURCHES! CIVIL 
RIGHTS MEETING 


(Washington D.G.):+ Gix thousand American Protestants, Roman Catholics, and 
Jews met here to underscore their demands for immediate passage of a strong 
Civil Piehte. bid. 


The convocation, jointly sponsored by the National Council of Churches, the 
National Catholic Welfare Conference, and the Synagogue Council of America, 
was a highlight of a prolonged series of public expressions of religious 
Support for the civil rights bill. . 


Theology students of the three faiths are conducting "prayer vigils" at the 
Lincoln Memorial, Daily services also are being held at the Lutheran Church 
of the Reformation. - Both the "vigils" and the services will continue until 
the oivil rights bill is passed, Prominent Christian and Jewish clergy are 
participating in both. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, head of the NCC's vace commission, Speaking at the 
convocation, declared that civil rights legislation "must and will be enacted 
- and the time is now''. 


He said the "unconcerned" and "uncommitted" people in America must be won 

Over to pass the. bill, "These are the Americans whom we must win to our side 
of the contest", he said, "We must by our speaking and acting draw them into 
a determined commitment to our just cause." 


Another speaker, Bishop B. Julian Smith, prominent Negro churchman and a vice- 
Chairman of the NCC race commission, told the audience that "religion has 
Spent too much time in saving itself" and has been "insensitive, indifferent. 
and hostile to the aspirations and hopes of Negro people. 


"It has cut them off from the main streams of culture, even to the extent of 
closing the doors of the Holy Sanctuary to sons of God whose skin is black", 
he charged. "It has sanctioned and supported racial segregation and discrim- 
ination not only in the community but in its own life and MINTS Gry." 


There were some other recent developments on the race front in the USA: 


~ The Rev. C. K. Hewett, 37, a white Protestant Episcopal priest, continued 
his hunger strike in a jail, in protest against alleged de facto segregation 
in the public schools of Chester, Pa. Mr. Hewett was arrested while he was 
leading a rights demonstration, on charges of inciting to riot, unlawful ass- 
embly and affray, being a public nuisance, and conspiracy. He is being 
held in lieu of $26,500 bail, the largest ever set in a civil rights protest 
case, 


~ The Archbishop of the Mobile-Birmingham, Alabama,Roman Catholic diocese 
ordered the integration of all schools in the diocese, 


- The United Church of Christ voted to unite three regional conferences ~ 
one of them All-Negro, (See also pages 1 and 2.) | EPS, Geneva 
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DUTCH REFORMED LEADERS REPLY 
TO CARDINAL'S LETTER 


(Utrecht) - The Moderamen (Executive Committee) of the Netherlands Reformed 
Church have written to Bernard Cardinal Alfrink that they will be happy to 
cooperate with him in consultations designed to improve relationships between 
their two churches. 


In a letter replying to a letter of the Cardinal's in which he had explained 
his role in the "transition" of Princess Irene to the Roman Catholic Church, 
the Moderamen said that they would "regret" it if the discussions concerning 
the "transition" should prohibit conversations between the two churches. 


The Moderamen's letter expressed the view that "the oikumene is pest served 
by churches meeting one another - a meeting to which we are compelled by the 
love of Christ, but one in which, at the same time, we must be prepared to 
continue in the struggle for truth". 


The letter said that the Moderamen "continuesto regret" that the Cardinal had 
administered "conditional baptism" to the Princess "although in fact the 
Princess had already been received in the Church of Christ by her baptism" 
(as an infant in the Netherlands Reformed Church). 


Tt added however: "We understand that you felt that under the circumstances 
it-was impossible for you to act differently and that you.regret that you 
were placed in these circumstances", 


The majority of the Dutch press has commented favourably about the Moderamen's 
letter. 


However, Het Parool, the Socialist daily, said the reply was too soft and that 
the basic questions about the "transition" had not really been answered by 
the Cardinal. 


The Roman Catholic daily De Volkskrant also made some critical comments about 
the Cardinal's reply. Both papers specifically asked why the Princess's 
"conditional baptism" could not have been postponed so that the Cardinal would 
have had available full dataabout her first baptism. 


The Cardinal had written the Moderamen that if te had had access to certain data 
concerning the Princess's first baptism he would not have administered the 
second "conditional baptism"as he did. (EPS No. 16) EPS, Geneva 


SWEDISH LUTHERAN CHURCH TO REVIEW 
1951 PRONOUNCEMENT ON SEX RELATIONS 


(Stockholm) + The Swedish Lutheran Church will set up a special commission to 
| reconsider a pronouncement madein 1959 which branded pre-marital sexual 
. relationships. as @ sin. A spokesman said the commission will study whether 
this pronouncement should be modified in view of a recent widely. discussed 
demand that the church align itself more closely to reality. 


The demand was made in a television discussion by Carl Gustaf Boethius, editor 
of the official ohurch weekly, Our Church, He argued that pre-marital sexual 
relations should not be condemned as a sin.so long as the couple involved 
Sincerely planned to marry. 


‘ Blaborating on his argument in a subsequent interview, Mr. Boethius said it 

» was "pointless" for the church to continue to oppose pre-marital relations 
when they were indulged in by at least 80 per cent of all young Swedes engaged 
to be married. He cited statistics showing that more than a third of the 
married Swedish mothers who bore their first children in 196C had been preg- 
‘nant at the time of the wedding. EPS, Geneva 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE EMPHASIS 
IN '64 ECUMENICAL WORK CAMPS 


(Geneva) ~ A decided shift in the traditional emphasis on manual labour in 
ecumenical work camps is indicated in the current list of camps issued here 
by the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches which sponsors the 
programme. 


The 1964 list shows that a majority of the camps in the United States and 
hurope will concentrate on community service as contrasted with the Poe? ee 
emphasis on: pick and spade labour. 


Work camp secretaries, the Rev. Willibert Gorzewski and Mr. Bethuel Kiplagat, 
reported thatthe stress now is on "meeting the real needs of people" and 
"making these needs visible to society", * 


Projects in other parts of the world, however, still largely involve hard 
physical labour, although the next poe years are expected to see a move 
towards community service in these areas too, they said. 


An estimated 1,000 youth from around the world will work as volunteers in 
a total of 49 camps this year in Asia, Africa, the Near East, Europe, and 
North and South America, 


Projects in the United States illustrating the new emphasis include one in 
Atlanta, Ga., which will help establish an employment pool of skilled Negro 
workers as part of a merit employment programme. 


In another, in New York City, campers will do community service work - tutor- 
ing, block surveys, and the clean-up and renovation of buildings. In 
another in the USA they will work at a variety of full-time jobs,.. but will 
pool their wages and share expenses in a programme emphasizing "communication 
with the secular", 


In Europe the new emphasis is seen in a.camp scheduled in Utrecht, the 
Nethérlands, in which participants will work side by side with Smet 
labourers from Italy, Spain, EPEECS ss and Morocco in a factory for deep~ 

freezing vegetables and fruit. 


Rach of the work camps involves an international, interracial, intercon- 
fessional group of from twenty e thirty youth, their ages ranging from 19 
ta Hite 1G 


Most of them come from the Protestant, Anglican, Old Catholic, or Orthodox 
member churches of the WCC. But there also will be many Roman Catholic 
participants and several from non-Christian religions including Buddhisn, 
Hinduism, and Islam, as well as self-identified atheists, agnostics, and 
"secularists", 


A WCC publication describes tHe campers as a group of youth who "volunteer 
to work without pay, believing that community living and Christian service 
should be the visible expression of one's faith (and) who live together as” 
a Christian community Pal sige teats petieme: sense of responsibility by working 
“... to meet human need", 


The camps, which last about four weeks, follow similar daily schedules 

including, in addition to the work, worship, Bible study, discussion, and 

recreation. The eee NET of the camps are held in June, July, or August. 
EPS, Geneva 
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CZECH GOVERNMENT NOW PERMITTING 
CHURCH TO RECEIVE OUTSIDE AID 


(Geneva) - Czechoslovakia's government has dropped barriers’ that previously 

withheld aid to churches of the country from Christians in other nations, it 
was reported here at a meeting of the Lutheran World Federation's Commission 
on World Service. 


The Rev. Paul Hansen, commission secretary for minority churches, announced 
the change in Czech policy, saying it "may truly be considered a break- 
through, since all past endeavours on the part of the LWF, the World Council 
of Churches, and the World Presbyterian Alliance (to aid Czech churches) 
were frustrated", 


In response to the announcement, the LWF commission promptly approved project 
grants totalling $66,500 this year and $70,700 in 1965 to assist the two 
Lutheran bodies in Czechoslovakia —- the 450,000-member Slovak and 53 y000- 
member Silesian Evangelical Churches of the Augsburg Confession. 


In another action the commission voted to increase aid to the 600,000-member 
Latvian Lutheran Church and the :350,000-member Estonian Evasao lial Lutheran 
Church, both now members of the worldwide Lutheran federation. 

EPS, Geneva 


SURVEY SHOWS LARGE PUBLIC 
INTEREST IN ECUMENICAL NEWS 


(New York) ~ A survey presented to the 35th Annual Meeting of the Religious 
Public Relations Council reveals that public interest in news of religion is 
ecumenical and not necessarily confined to happenings within the reader's 
own church, 


The survey, conducted by the Syracuse N.Y. University Communications 
Research Centre, shows that the average American has a high degree of © 
interest in news »f religions other than his own, The Council has author- 
ized the survey as an initial examination of ways to improve methods of 
religious news communication through the mass media. 


One finding of this survey revealed that "citizens rely on the Roun peperes 
broadcasts, and magazines, in that order, for religious news". 


Another showed that while the general public has a strong interest in 
religious news as it is now being handled, those readers and listeners 
active in their own churches "indicate a considerable desire for more and — 
better coverage", 


Human interest stories and church news on the international and national 
scenes were found to be in much demand, it was stated. 


"On the other hand", it said, "devotional matter and church anniversaries 
get one-third or less of the readers". ‘EPS, Geneva 
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CATHOLIC CHURCH IN LATIN AMERICA 
. SEEN AWAKENING TO SOCIAL ILLS 


| (Buck Hill. Falls, Pa.) ~ The Roman Catholic Church, in and outside Latin 

America, has awakened ‘to thé ‘realities of the social revolution on that con- 
tinent in the past five years, a Roman Catholic speaker told the US Confer- 
ence for the World Council of Churches here. of 


Speaking before 200 representatives of the WCC!s 30 Protestant and Orthodox 
member churches in the USA, the Very Rev. Joseph Gremillion, director of 

socio-economic development, Catholic Relief Service, National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference, described the "meaning of the Latin American revolution". ~~ 


| Monsignor Gremillion said a society-wide revolution is now underway. SiG 
| is no longer 'should' or 'ought'. = The old feudal structure is being over- 
| whelmed consciously by the oppressed peasants and slum dwellers themselves,’ 
with help from others, A new social and-economic system is unfolding, but 
in today's embryo. tomorrow's fresh creation cannot yet be well discerned. 


"The ancient. régime is not yet dead; the new order is not yet born. In 
short, the new Latin America is in gestation. In some places travail has 
begun, with all its pangs and shrieks, anxiety and hope." une 


The Church as a whole is now stirred by this travail, he declared. ime 
Statistics of church membership, after all, Latin America accounts for one-~ 
third of our 550,000,000 members. We are accustomed to speaking of it as 

| one-third of the visible Body of Christ." ashi 


Msgr. Gremillion described the formation of farm workers! unions for peasants 
: who make only 25 cents a day and work an average of three days a week. In 
northeast Brazil a peasant federation started three years ago now has 60,000. 
farm workers in 46 local "sindicatos". 


He told the group that both "the dollar-a-week banana worker and Bishop 

Larrain (Bishop Manuel Larrain of Talca, Chile), the cultivated head of “3 
| Latin America's Catholic hierarchy, agree closely on their continent's ills - 
| and the seeking of drastic remedies. Git . 


3 "This accord, this growing understanding and joint action of the high and > 

| the low within the church may well .turn out to be the most telling transfor- 
| mation of all Latin America's intertwining revolutions", said Msgr. 

| Gremillion. | EPS, Geneva 


ee eh iE 
WORLD COUNCIL: NAMES 
: NEW STAFF MEMBER 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has announced the appointment of Mr. 
| Jean HE, Fischer as the associate secretary for Africa of its Division of 
| Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, 


Mr. Fischer, 31, is of- Swiss nationality, although he was born in Tunisia.: 
A member of the Swiss Reformed Church, he was educated at the Technical In- 
stitute of the Canton of Ztirich in Switzerland where he obtained a Diploma 
in Mechanical Engineering in 1956, 


Upon graduation, he joined the staff of the Paris Mission Society and was 
sent to Barotseland in Northern Rhodesia, where he served as principal of the 


Senanga Trades School from 1956 to 1959, and as youth organizer and treasurer- 
administrator of the Society from 1959 to 1963. . 


Mr. Fischer is married and has three children. EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH CHURCHES URGE 
NEW WAR ON WANT 


(Oxford) - The Oxford Council of Churches has circulated an appeal to 400 
local: councils of churches in Great’ Britain calling for Christian initiatives 
in bringing the question of world poverty into the forefront of discussions 
in the general election campaign in Britain. 


The appeal, prepared with the help of economists and church leaders, arose out 
of the initiative of two young Oxford laymen, Mr. Garth Collyer, an Anglican 
who works in the administration of Oxford University, and Mr. Brian Wren, who 
is studying for the Congregational ministry at Mansfield College. 


The appeal declares that "in spite of all that has been done since the war 
the gap between developed and developing countries is increasing ...". Only 
"government and international action on a massive scale", it says, will close 
this gap. 


The appeal points out that all private investment and a high proportion .oF 
government aid (nearly bali in 1962-3) to under-developed countries is in the 
Porm vol: Loans’. "Most government loans can only be spent on British exports, - 
Carry high interest charges, and are tied to specific projects", it said. 

"The developing countries must meet the cost of local labour and materials. 
Most are too poor to do this or pay the high interest charges and thus are 
unable to take up the loans offered." 


The appeal suggested the most effective answer to the problem would be to give 
less in loans and more in grants. It also suggested an increase in the total 
amount given, but said to do this there must be an increase in the British 
standard of living so that more money is available to help others. It urged 
public pressure on political parties "all of which accept the need for expan- 
Sion" to talk more about what can be done with new affluence rather than what 
Canes, FOC OUL Ot Lt. EPS, Geneva 


SUDAN EXPULSIONS "DEEPLY DISTURBING" 
SAYS C.MsS. PRESIDENT 


’ (London) - The president of the Church Missionary Society said here that the 
) expulsion of missionaries from Southern Sudan was "not merely regrettable but 
deeply disturbing to civilised minds". 


Sir Kenneth Grubb speaking to the Anglican Society's annual meeting acknowl~ 
® edged "that it is a recognised principle of international relations that a 
government has power to direct aliens to leave Los  pereitory'. 


|) However, he declared, "we are living at a time when a wider internationalism 
' is constantly being advocated; when the free movement of persons is a desir- 
» able requirement of the open society; and when the draft Covenant on Human 

) Rights, not to speak of the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination, 

) are under discussion at the United Nations. 


NAt such a time as this, wholesale and indiscriminate expulsions, accompanied. 
m by generalised and unsubstantiated charges against those concerned, are not 
'merely regrettable, but deeply disturbing to civilised minds." 


sir Kenneth also is chairman. of the World Council of Churches! Commission of 
m the Churches on International Affairs. EPS, Geneva 


No. 17 - 7th May, 1964 | | 10 


N.Z. ANGLICANS APPROVE 
INTERCOMMUNION PROPOSALS 


(Auckland) - The national Synod of the Anglican Church in New Zealand has 
agreed to allow baptized communicant members of non-Anglican churches to 
participate, in special circumstances, in Anglican Communion services. 


It has also agreed to enter into a concordat with the Philippines Independent 
Church under which each of the two communions agrees topermit members of the 
other to participate in the sacraments. These steps were,in addition to the 
Synod's earlier decision. to seek negotiations for union with New Zealand's 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and Associated Churches of 
Christ. . (EPS No. 16) 


The circumstances in rece non-Anglicans are to be admitted to Anglican 
Communion services are: when the ministrations of their own church are for 
long periods not.available to them, or when access to them is difiicuites 

at ecumenical conferences; and when, for some particular reason, a bishop. 
might give his permission. 


In the debate leading up to this decision, Archdeacon K, Ligget saps teant 
tbh; AOS SHE Box tarienougn ya. fe be ater eee patronizing ... We are extending 
the hand of fellowship with gloves on," But layman Harold G. Miller commented 
"The proposal will bring chaos into the Church of England." 

EPS, Geneva 


JESUIT PRIEST ADDRESSES 
PLANNED PARENTHOOD MEETING 


(Dallas, Texas) - A Jesuit scholar has told a symposium sponsored by the 
Planned Parenthood Federation of America here, that more dialogue is a ear He 
between.the churches on questions of population control, 


Father John L. Thomas of St. Louis University's Institute of Social Order also 
stressed the need for religious’ groups to.clarify their positions on family 
planning. 


Religious leaders, he said,"should sincerely strive to understand the position 
of others in this regard and should respect the rights of others to follow 

the dictates of responsible conscience in rendering witness to the truth as 
they, see it". 


Another symposium participant, Dr. Richard Fagley, executive secretary of the 
World Council of Churches! Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, noted that many Catholic and non-Catholic scholars agree on the 
urgency of the population growth problem in many areas of the world. 


"Some of us wish that the voice of such Catholic scholars were presently 
more influential in their church where one still occasionally hears doubts 
as ta the existence of the population explosion", he commented. EPS, Geneya 


‘SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH SAYS NO FURTHER 
BROEDERBOND INVESTIGATION NEEDED 


(Bloemfontein, S. Africa) - The Free State Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church 
(Nederlandse Gereformeerde Kerk): has decided not to discuss a proposal that 
secret organizations such as the Broederbond be investigated. 


It..took the action in following the recommendation of a special commission 
appointed to study the question. The commission said that the Broederbond 
has already been investigated at different times and that its nature, aims, 
methods, and confidential character were known, “EPS, Geneva 
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SPANISH CHURCHES 
FORM COUNCIL 


(Barcelona) - Four of Spain's major Protestant churches have agreed to form 
the Spanish Evangelical Council ~ the first such body to be compered exclu- 
Sively of Spanish churches. Representatives of the four churches took the 
action at a meeting here in approving a statement outlining the organiza- 
tion's purpose, composition, and structure. 


The statement defines the Council as "an instrument of relation and of con- 
tact by which the Evangelical churches and organizations of Spain meet to- 

g ether regularly for consultation and mutual encouragement in the fulfilment 
of their calling". 


The four churches involved are the Evangelical Church, the Reformed Episcopal 
(Anglican), the Federation of Independent Evangelical Churches, and the 
Evangelical Baptist Union. 


All four had previously been involved either directly or indirectly, along 
with several other bodies, in what was known as the "Spanish section" of the 
Evangelical Council for Spain, This organization included in its membership 
foreign agencies which have work in Spain, Its leadership also was foreign. 


With the formation of the new all-Spanish council the earlier organization 
agreed, at a two-day meeting following, that it would cease functioning and 
disband within a year's time, It is expected, however, that representatives 
of the foreign agencies, which are now members of the older council, will be 
granted the status of observers at the new council's meetings, although they 
will not have voting powers, 


At its constituting meeting the new council named a five-member executive 

committee composed of one representative from each of its member churches 

and one representative of the various Spanish cooperative agencies such as 
the Bible Society and the Evangelical Literature Association. 


At its meeting the Evangelical Council for Spain received reports from its 
Defence Commission showing that all but one of the Protestant churches and 
chapels in Spain are now open, but that about sixty per cent do not yet have 
legal status because they have not applied for it. 


The report also said that the government is now giving permission for the 
printing. of evangelical literature, although it stipulates that all cuch 
literature be clearly marked as a publication of the Evangelical churches, 
All literature in Spain must be submitted to the government censor before 
publication. 


Discussions at the meeting centres on the necessity of making clear to the 
government the distinction between evangelism and proselytisn. It is anti- 
Cipated that the proposed new law defining the legal status and rights of 
the national Protestant minority will continue to make preselytism illegal. 
at EPS, Geneva 


No. 17:- 7th May, 1964 Sar Bo ie ats 


ORTHODOX YOUTH PROTEST AGAINST 
TURKISH GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


(Athens) - The International Organization of Orthodox Youth Movements, 
Syndesmos, has. protested actions taken by the Turkish government against 
the Boumenical Patriarchate. 


A statement dasuell here emphasised thet the Matndalrélate ep cien Greek: in 
origin is not attached to Greece or to the Greek Church, but. is. the central 
seat of Orthodox peoples on wae nations of the world. 


MALI Onthadea churches - those of Europe, America, Asia, Rae Se: and a ae = 
equally: recognise and sina Cac it as. the revered summit of Orthodoxy", the . 
statement said. . 


"Furthermore, the recent meeting of. the Pope and Patriarch has focused great: 
importance on the key position which the Ecumenical Patriarchate holds in the. 
ultimate achievement of the unity of all Christians into one Church and of 
peace on earth among ali men." 


The Tei tment atl on also emphasised, that the Pate teehee pa Ngtrietiy 
Spiritual authority", and -possesses'no power in secular eee and has shown | 
absolutely no.interference in the Cyprus question, 


"It is therefore, an entirely unjust action on the part of the Turkish State to 
pressure the Holy Patriarchate - an effort. eens will only create opposite 
resuits", Syndesmos declared, 


Other protests against Turkish government action last week came from:The 
General Synod of the Greek Evangelical Church which declared that it "yrotests 
before the whole Christian world against the intense pressure and persecution 
aimed at-the Christians of Istanbul and Soe eee the terrorism launched 
against the Hcoumenical Patriarchate. 


"We extend-an appeal to Christians everywhere to raise their voice so that 
this wave of inhuman terrorism might be checked and that the liberties and 
the rights of the Christian minority in Turkey re respected, since they are 
guaranteed both by international agreements and. by. the United Nations Peoples 
at .said. 


The On ea Council of Churches which called upon the Australian government 
to secure mediation in the dispute. In a telegram to Prime Minister Sir Robert 
Menzies it requested Nall possible representation" by the Australian government 
in the dispute. 


It declared that. "any bhederk to the location of the Pe ranen is | avtreteLy | 
serious for all Orthodoxy and also for Christian relationships all over ‘the 
world. The destruction of this ancient modus vivendi would make any Greek- 
Turkish reconciliation ultimately impossible." ens oa 


In Bonn, West Germany, an inter-confessional group of 59 clergy and 
laity submitted a petition to the Turkish Embassy expressing concern for the 
religious freedom of Christians in Turkey, and urging the embassy to bring 
influence to bear so that religious freedom in that country may be fully pre- 
served. 


in Berlin Bishop Rudolf Graber, of Regensburg, the German Roman Catholic 
hierarchy's commissioner for Eastern Church Affairs, called upon West German 
churches to pray for Eastern Orthodox Christians in Turkey "whose condition 
seems to be endangered as a result of the Cyprus conflict", 


In Rome the Vatican Radio said that it viewed with "concern and astonishment", 
certain gestures by the Turkish government in relation to the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. EPS, Geneva 
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POPE SENDS PATRIARCH 
-HASTER GREETINGS 


(Rome) - Pope Paul VI in a letter sent to the Ecumenical Patriarch on the 
occasion of the Orthodox celebration of Easter on May 3 said that he "felt 
deeply" that his meeting with the Patriarch in the Holy Land in January 
"represents the beginning of a new epoch in the relations between the Holy 
see and the venerable Patriarchate", 


The text of the letter, which was delivered by the Vatican delegation which 
visited the Patriarchate two weeks ago, was published in the Vatican newspaper 
L'Osservatore Romano . (BPS No. 15). 


Through the visit of the delegation the letter said the Pope wished "to renew 
the kiss of peace which we exchanged on the Mount of Olives and to tell you 
again how very much we think of your person, your clergy and all the members 
of your church in our prayers. We would be happy if this visit gave us the 
opportunity to strengthen the links which already exist between us and to 
consider ways of making them still closer". EPS, Geneva 


NEW BAST GERMAN LAW RECOGNIZES 
YOUTH DEDICATION RITES 


(Berlin) - Official recognition of Communist sponsored youth dedication cer- 
emonies, which the churches here have denounced as atheistic counterparts: to 
Christian confirmation, is given in the new Youth Law passed by the East 
German People's Chamber (Parliament). 


The new law, about which both Roman Catholic and Protestant churches have 
voiced apprehension, calls for support of the dedication ceremonies because 
they are "a component part of the preparation of young people for life and 
work in the socialist society". 


The law also stipulates that youth should be "protected from, and educated 
towards an active fight against the effects of ..5 antiquated traditions". 


A government official replying to church criticisms of the law have said that 
it does not in any way infringe upon the freedom of conscience nor the freedom 
of worship guaranteed by the constitution. 


He said further that participation in. the youth dedication ceremonies had not 
done any harm, either physical or spiritual, to the young Christians who had 
attended such ceremonies in the past. PS) Geneve 


VATICAN COUNCIL A "MIRACLE" 
PASTOR BOHGNER SAYS 


(Stuttgart) - Pastor Mare Boegner, of Paris, one of France's greatest ecumenical 
pioneers, said here thatthe idea of holding a Vatican Council would have been 
inconceivable had it not been for the ecumenical activity of the non-Roman 

' Catholic churches. 


: Speaking at the French Institute, Pastor Boegner, who headed the French Prot- 
estant Federation for more than 30 years, said he regarded it as "a miracle of 
the Holy Spirit" that "Rome's former unconditional and merciless rejection of 
the ecumenical movement" had changed into "a fraternal exchange between mutual 
} observers' Pastor Boegner, now 84, described the Vatican Council, as'a first 
attempt to renew Catholicism from within" and commented that "things are not 
yet ripe". He described the present situation as "a time for theologians" in 
which there must be intensive theological study to clarify the innumerable 
questions which divide the churches. EPS, Geneva 
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EMBARGO: For release Saturday, May 9, 1964 
Note to Editors: This release being issued 
simultaneously by WCC offic 
New York, 
WCC BACKS MISSISSIPPI DELTA PROJECT IN HISTORIC DECISION; 
WILL SEEK PERSONNEL AND $160,000 FROM MEMBER BODIES 


(Geneva) - In a history-making decision the World Council of Churches! Division 
of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, has agreed to seek worldwide 
support for a project’ in’ the United States. The project of aid and reconcil- 
lation, sponsored by the National Council of Churches (USA), is in the 
Mississippi Delta. 


Meeting here the Division's Executive Committee voted to appeal to the World 
Council's 208 member churches for personnel and $160,000 as a first contribution 
towards the long-range project. The figure represents approximately 40% of the 
cost of the total enterprise. The remainder in funds and also personnel will 
be provided by the US churches. ; 


Representatives of local churches and their related bodies in-the area will be 
included on a national committee being formed to marshal "competence and researc 
and give guidance to the work. 


The General Board of the National Council in the United States voted in February 
to ask World Council assistance for its project for direct relief for the needy, 
literacy training, reconciliation between racial groups, and community develop- 

ment. 


The project was initiated by the National Council's Commission on Religion and 
Race and will be administered by its Division of Home Missions. Never before 
has the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid listed a project in the United States 
for international support. The World Council's Division has channelled million 
of dollars for projects in post-war Europe and in Asia, Africa, and Latin Americ 


The appeal for world support from the WCC pointed out that churches of the 
United States have contributed to appeals to help others in other parts of the 
world, issued by the Division, Church World Service, and other agencies. 


NIt is equally fitting therefore, that.the World Council-should be involved in tl 
meeting of needs in the USA", the NCC!'s General Board declared in February. 


Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of ‘the WCC, said the World Council’ 
appeal "represents a new aa important departure in the A of inter—church 
aid and ecumenical solidarity". 


He added that-it is "not because the US churches are financially unable to meet 
the material and spiritual needs of the Mississippi Delta" that aid is being 
asked. Rather, he said, it is "because they feel that they desire that their 
sister-churches in other countries should be involved in meeting this great need 
and they wish to profit by the experience of other Christians who have ministere 
in areas of great tension." He added that "the Mississippi Delta is a symbol 
of resistance to full racial equality, and the race problem is a world problem 
which the whole’ Christian world must help to solve. From the point of view of 
the ecumenical movement we are grateful for this action of the churches in -the 
USA which gives evidence of their deep practical awareness of the truth that the 


ecumenical attitude is to be ready to receive as well as-to give veel 


In New York, Dr. R. H. Hdwin Espy, general secretary of the National Council 

of Churches, expressed gratitude for the participation of the WCC. He called 
it a "manifestation of the inter-dependence and common responsibility of Chris- 
tians around the world", 


The Rev.- Jon Lh, Regier, director of the NCC's Division of Home Missions, said 
that the Delta ministry will renew and extend the Division's previous efforts 
in community development “in a critical area where affluence, poverty, and civil 
rights are linked". : ee Geneva 
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PACIFIC CHURCHES PLAN 
FIRST ASSEMBLY 


(Lae, New Guinea) - The Executive Committee of the Pacific Conference of 
Churches meeting here has issued a call to the First Assembly of the Conference 
to be held in Lae in April, 1966. 


Invitations will be sent to 21 churches in the Pacific area whose total member- 
ship numbers 1,650,000 persons. 


Assembly theme will be "Go ye". Assembly study will deal with: the Church 
in relation to native custom, education, citizenship, marriage, and stewardship. 


The assembly will be the third such regionwide meeting organized by the churches 


in the recent years. The first assembly of the East Asia Christian Confer- 
ence was held in 1959. The first assembly of the All Africa Conference of 
Churches was held in 1963, EPS, Geneva: - 


PATRIARCH ALEXIS MAKES 
ORTHODOX BKASTER PHACE PLEA 


(Moscow) °- Patriarch Alexis of Moscow, in his traditional message issued in 
connection with the Orthodox Easter on May 3, appealed to all persons 
“Nactively to serve the cause of peace, 


"We are overjoyed", he wrote, "by the deepening of the efforts of many 
Christian churches in their sacred service of the reconciliation of mankind. 


"Tn our aspiration to advance the God-given time of universal peace, we con- 
sider it our sacred duty to appeal to the leaders of nations that, in the 
recognition of their supreme responsibility to the present and future gener~ 
ations, they should not grow weary of patiently seeking ways and means to 
consolidate international peace, to establish it on the basis of freedom and 
justice’ in circumstances of peaceful co-existence and cooperation among all 
states without exception." 


An overflow congregation attended the Easter service celebrated by the Patriarch 
in the cathedral in Moscow. An estimated 2,000 persons were unable to find 
room in the cathedral. EPS, Geneva 


ABANDON PRESENT UNION 
PLAN, LETTER ASKS 


(London) — A second letter calling on "the Anglican and Methodist governing 


) authorities" to withdraw the present union proposals and to "continue conver=- 


sations to find ways in which cooperation may be stimulated and encouraged 
among all Christian people", has been issued this week, It is signed by 
forty Anglican priests and twenty-two Methodist ministers. 


The signatories claim that true unity cannot be obtained on tne hasis of the 
present proposals; that the continued discussion of such proposals will deepen 
and intensify divisions within both the Church of England and the Methodist 
Church; and that such discussions may lead to the danger of a loss of the 
fellowship which now exists between the two bodies. EPS, Geneva 
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ONLY OFFICIAL DELEGATION WILL 
REPRESENT EKID AT PRAGUE, SCHARF SAYS 


(Berlin) - Dr. Kurt Scharf, chairman of the Council of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany (EKID) said Neely that only an official EKID delegation could. carry 
on conversations with leaders of the Prague Peace Movement, 


His statement was made in response to a comment by Dr. Josef L. Hrodmaka, 
Peace Conference president, who had said in an interview with the East Berlin 
news agency ADN, that the German participants in the Conference's forthcoming 
Assembly would represent individual Protestant churches. 


Dr: Scharf also took’ issue with Dr. Hrodmaka's comment that the EKID would 
come to an agreement with the regional committees for the Assembly in the - 
appointment of its delegation. 


Dr. Scharf said that the EKID could not allow the Prague Peace Conference to. 
have such a say in its internal affairs. He said that if the Prague movement 
rejected even one member of the EKID delegation it would mean that.the talks 
would be abandoned altogether. 


Dr. Hrodmaka's statement that the Prague talks mould be conducted by individual: 
from the East and West is seen here as an attempt to carry the political 
division of Germany into the church sphere. EPS, Geneva 


METHODISTS SUGGEST 
"COVENANT" WITH ANGLICANS 


(London) - A "solemn covenant" between the Church of England and the Methodist 
Church to move towards organic union is recommended by a group of thirty » 
Methodists who are unable to accept the present proposals for union contained 
in the Anglican-Methodist Report. ) . 


The recommendation is contained in a cricular letter issued this week. The 
Signatories include circuit ministers, teachers of theology, and laymen. 


"The present Report", they say, "though unacceptable, has done untold good in 
bringing Anglicans and Methodists together, thereby dispelling needless 
ignorance, revealing unsuspected agreement, and quickening the desire for 
union. We must do all in our power to see that such interdenominational 
fellowship and action is maintained and developed. 


"Out of this increasing experience of the unity Christ has given us, it may 

be possible, in 1965 or soon after, for the Anglican and Methodist churches 
(and other churches in this land as well) to join in a solemn covenant to 
move towards organic union. In the context of such a covenant the growing 
demand in the Anglican Church for an extension of the practice of intercommun- 
ion would be given fresh impetus, and the progress of renewed conversations | 
greatly facilitated.” 


The signatories to the letter also recommend that groups of ministers, not 
only Methodist , together with well-informed laymen, should study "other 

ways forward to union", such as the recent proposals put forward in Nigeria 
and Australia, which include other Free churches, or the Church of South India 
union plan. ; EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN BISHOP CALLS FOR 
UNBIASED DIALOGUE WITH JEWS 


(Ldégumkloster, Denmark) - A call for an unbiased Christian-Jewish dialogue - 
a conversation "in which we bring to the surface all our deep-seated and 
subconscious prejudices in order to become free of them" - was sounded by 
the chairman of a Lutheran World Federation consultation here. 


This is an absolute essential for the relationship of the Church and the 
Jewish people, Bishop Heinrich Meyer of Liibeck, Germany, head of the sponsor- 
ing LWF Commission on World Mission, told 45 participants gathered to discuss 
the question. 


In opening the week-long consultation, he said international Christian forces 
were concerned about two matters whose full implications have not yet been 
faced: 


a} "That other nations are not able to comprehend the existence of the Jews 
as a people" and (2) that the Church!s relationship to the people of Israel 
is an ambiguous one. 


Bishop Meyer pointed out that, although the Jews "have been dispersed and 
persecuted" and "should have disappeared long ago", and even today mostly 
live scattered outside the State of Israel, nevertheless they continue. to 
consider themselves as a people and have repeatedly "risen and forced nations 
to take an attitude toward them", 


He underlined the fact that, while Christianity and Judaism share to a cone 
siderable extent the same revelation of God, the same history of salvation 
and the same Scriptures, yet in what for Christians is the centre of their 
faith, the contrast to Judaism appears almost absolute. 


Another speaker said that while Christians may testify to Jews that Jesus is 
the Messiah they should not “imagine that Israel will be converted through 
missions to the Jews, and the Jewish question thus solved. 


"There cannot actually be a direct missionary intention on the Christian side 
in Christian-Jewish conversation", declared Dr. Gtinther Harder, a professor 
at the Kirchliche Hockschule in Berlin. 


"Today in no small number of instances it will perhaps be the task of the 
Christian to call the Jew really to be a Jew, and to remain a Jew, and thus 
to stand in the place where God's wisdom and patience have placed him." 


Dr. Rudolf Pfisterer of Schw&bisch Hall, Germany, urged the Church in its 
preaching and teaching to present Judaism as "a vital spiritual force" in 
the modern world. 


He labelled as "foolish and wrong" the view "widely held in Christian circles" 
that "Judaism is only an ossified religion of the law which no longer 
suffices to meet the demands of the world today", 


The Rev. Anker Gjerding of Geneva, secretary of the World Council of Churches! 
Committee on the Church and the Jewish People, and a former missionary in 
Israel, pleaded for a new kind of Christian approach to the Jews, especially 
in that country. 


"The critical attitude toward missions and Jewish converts in Israel and 
elsewhere does not mean that there is no interest in a Christian-Jewish en-~ 
counter", he said. "Tt suggests rather that methods used are not acceptable 
to many who wish both a better knowledge of Christianity and a meeting with 
Christians." EPS, Geneva 


Nov 17 = 7th May, 1964 a iant LBS 


UNITY TALKS REVEAL LARGE AREA OF 
SCOTTISH, ANGLICAN CHURCH AGREEMENT 


(London) ~ Unity discussions between the Church of Scotland (Presbyterian) -- 
and the Church of England (Anglican) have revealed a "very large area" of 
almost total agreement, but no agreement on the question of "an apostolic” 
succession through the diocesan episcopate", . 


This was reported here by the Rev. R. A. 5. Barbour, secretary of the Church 
of Scotland's Committee on Inter-Church Relations, at the spring meeting of 
the Anglican Convocation of York. oer 


Mr. Barbour was in London together with Dr. J. W. C. Dougall, chairman of 

the Scottish Church committee, who meanwhile spoke at the Anglican Convocation 
of Canterbury. They were the first non-Anglicans to address the Convocatbns 
Since 1938. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Roman Catholic Bishop James A. McNulty of Buffalo, New York, and Protestant 
Episcopal Bishop Lauristan L. Scaife of Western New York have simultaneously 
announced that they have named separate ecumenical commissions to promote 


Christian unity. 
Near Se 


Nine volunteer craftsmen have been sent by the Mennonite Disaster Service 
(USA) to Alaska to help relocate and rebuild an Indian Village on Afognak 
Island which was badly damaged during the recent earthquake. The project 


is know as "Operation Midnight Sun". The Lions International Service 
Organization is supplying $600,000 worth of materials for the project. 
| Te ale . %* * * 


Baptist leaders of the Soviet Union have accepted an invitation from the 
Mennonite Central Committee to send a delegation of four church leaders to 
visit Mennonite ¢ommunities in the United States and Canada for three weeks 
in May and June. Arrangeménts for the visit are being made in cooperation . 
with the Baptist World Alliance, Washington, D.C. i 


Bs IO ae 


Following. a request of the {panish Evangelical Defence Commission the Spanish 
Minister of Interior Affairs waived public health regulations and gave special 
permission for the body of the late wife of the Rev. Santos Molina, Bishop.of 
the Evangelical Reformed Episcopal Church to be placed in the church's. 

cathedral in Madrid for the funeral service. The body had been removed from 


‘London. The action is regarded as further indication of the governnent!s 


changed attitude towards Spain's Protestant minority. 


SP ee ay 


The Token of Reconciliation movement of thé German churches has applied to 
establish a work camp in the Soviet Union this year. The movement has: ' 
asked the USSR government for permission to send five young men and: two: *) *: 
young women from Western Germany to work there. y 


eee 
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A former Lutheran minister, who is married, the father of two children, and was 
a convert to Roman Catholicism ten years ago, has been granted a special dis- 
pensation by the Pope to be ordained a Roman Catholic priest. Mr. Ernest A. 
Beck, 39, of North Bergen, N.J., is the first American married convert with a 
family to receive a dispensation to become a priest. In Europe a number of 
Similar dispensations have been granted. Mr. Beck will be granted the full 
powers of the priesthood. His dispensation also permits him to exercise the 
rights, privileges and obligations of the Sacrament of Matrimony. 


x * * 


The 150th annive.sary of the work of the British and Foreign Bible Society in 
Poland was celebrated in a recent service in the Baptist church of Warsaw. 
Reports said that about 5,000,000 copies of the Bible had been distributed in 
Poland during the 150-year period. First copies of a new Polish translation 
of the Gospels were distributed at the service. An interdenominational 
committee of scholars has been working on a new translation of the Bible for 
Several years. The printing is being done by the British and Foreign Bible 
society in Poland. 


* * a 


Recommendations that Lutheran Church in America congregations provide members 
with “opportunity for private confession and absolution" before receiving 
Holy Communion will come before the church's biennial convention in Pittsburgh, 


* * * 


Roman Catholic church circles in Budapest have confirmed rumours that the 
Hungarian governrent has set up a commission to investigate the 1949 trial of 
Cardinal Mindszenty, the German Catholic news agency KNA reports. It said 
this is understood to be an attempt to find some excuse for modifying the 
sentence of life imprisonment meted out at that time. 


% * 


News of the death in Tientsin in Mainland China of Bishop C.P. Wang, 85, the 
first Chinese to be elected a Methodist bishop and one of three Chinese to 
hold the episcopal office in The Methodist Church, has been received by the 
Methodist Board of Missions in New York. With his death, only one of three 
Chinese Methodist bishops is still living. He is Bishop W.Y. Chen, 65, who 
is reported to be living in Chungking and in ill health. Bishop Z.T. Kaung 
pied iin 1958 in Peiping at the-age of 72. 


* * * 


Residents of isolated villages in the Ecuadorian Andes are being reached by a 
widespread vaccination programme. An American Presbyterian missionary doctor, 
Dr. Richard B. Stewart, and representatives of women's groups in a number of 
‘Protestant churches neor Quito planned the programme, 


%* % * 


A new Presbyterian congregation in the Congo has agreed to give 50per’cent of 
its small income to benevolences, A missionary visitor called the Congo 
church "alive with enthusiasm and interest", Members of the congregation 


regularly visit the prison, the hospital, and homes in the area, 
. EPS, Geneva 
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ROME NOT SEEKING TO WOO 
ORTHODOX FROM WCC, BEA SAYS 


(Rone ) ~ Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for the 
Promotion of Christian Unity, in an interview quoted in La Civilita Cattolioa 
said there was no reason to fear as "some non-Catholics" do, that the Roman 
Catholic Church wishes to detach the Orthodox churches from the World Council 
of Churches. 


In an obvious reference to the Holy Land meeting in January of the Pope and the 
Ecumenical Patriarch, he said it was "quite appropriate" that the Roman Cath- 
olic Church should have had contact with the Orthodox churches in that region, 
and that the occasion should have been used to carry out the Orthodox plan 
conceived at the meeting at Rhodes to enter into dialogue with the Roman 
Catholic Church. . 


However, he said,'these encounters, did not mean that Rome intended to forget 
the Lutheran and Reformed churches of the West. 


"Any friend of Christian unity is grateful to the World Council of Churches for 
what it has done and what it is doing to advance the great cause of union", 

he declared.’ The Secretariat for Unity has sought, since its beginning to 
collaborate with the World Council and will continue to do so ... 


'"The presence of Orthodox churches in the World Council is certainly of great 
usefulness for union and one does not see why the Roman Church should or would 
seek to detach them from the World Council." EPS, Geneva 


blished weekly under auspices : World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations + World Young 
men’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 


Saim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
aments. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 


No, 18 - 14th May, 1964 2 


READINESS TO NEGOTIATE CYPRUS 
TREATIES URGED BY DR. NOLDE 


(New York) - A World Council of Churches official said here that the solution 
to the problem of Cyprus requires "a paradoxical combination of fidelity to 
treaty commitments and the readiness to negotiate changes in treaty provisions’ 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, addrssing the American Association for the United 
Nations, said that while the 1960 agreements under which Cyprus became indepen- 
dent, "were the best that could be attained at that time", they "are not 
adequate to ensure full sovereignty of an independent state. 


"Every effort should be made to achieve needed changes by peaceful means", he 
declared. "Until such means have been fully tried recourse to military actior 
should be avoided. 


"Since current events in Cyprus give little assurance to the Turkish minority 
that itsrights will be adequately safeguarded, a cooling-off period is needed 
to re-establish law and order to provide a fresh start in an atmosphere more 
favarable to successful negotiation." 


Dr. Nolde, who is dirsctor of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, also called for more precise definition of the objectio 
of the United Nations in Cyprus along lines recently proposed by the UN 
secretary general. These included freedom of movement, disarming of civilian 
other than regular police force, representative povenumened bate bears amnesty 
arrangements, and normal functioning of the judiciary. 


Dr. Nolde urged that "the efforts of the United Nations mediator should be 
patiently and Peat yy Pepe te by all eanniecontyis ah and by public opinion" 
EPS, Geneva 


A.M... TOLD POLITICAL ACTION 
IS MAJOR CHRISTIAN CONCERN 


(Gincinnati) - The African Methodist Episcopal Church was urged by one of its 
bishops at its quadrennial General Conference here to make political action 
a major Christian concern. 


"We must intensify and accelerate our efforts in that direction", said Bishop 


W. R. Wildes of Atlanta, Ga., head of the Negro denomination's Sixth Episcopal 
District. 


"Politics need not be a dirty word", he said. "Where political activity has 
become besmirched, it is because the religious forces of the community have © 
failed to exercise their obligation and responsibility for vigilance and sus- 
tained participation." 


Speaking on behalf of the 1,500,000-member church's Council of Bishops, he 
called for speedy passage of the civil rights bill in Congress and asked for 
the: maintenance of safeguards in the bill, particularly dealing with employmen 
and public accommodation. EPS, Geneva — 
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SUKARNO AIDES SEEK CHURCHES! 
SUPPORT ON MALAYSIA ISSUE 


(Djakarta) - Appeals for the active support of the Christian minority in 
Indonesia's conflict with Malaysia were made by two government leaders in 
talks before the Indonesian Council of Churches here, 


. 
: 


The speakers were Deputy Prime Minister Dr. J. Leimena, who is a Christian, and 
Minister of Religious Affairs Saifuddin Zuchri, who is a Moslem. 


Both pictured Malaysia, the new federation of former British territories - 
Malaya, Singapore, and two states on the island of Borneo, Sarawak, and Sabah - 
as a"front'for perpetuation of British colonialism and a plot to "encircle" 

Y Indonesia, . 


Dr. Leimena said the aims of the Christian churches "run parallel with those 
of the Indonesian revolution which aims at the creation of a just, prosperous 
society without the exploitation of man by man". 


Indonesia's population is 90 per cent Moslem. The remainder comprise Christians, 
Buddhists, and Hindus. EPS, Geneva 


| EIRENE TEAM WILL 
; WORK IN CYPRUS 


(Geneva) - A team of Christian youth will be sent to do village development 
» work in Cyprus, probably in October, by HIRENE. 


» The agency which sponsors a programme of "international Christian service for 
} peace!" is conducted under auspices of the Mennonite Central Committee, the 
| Brethren Service Commission, and the International Fellowship of Reconciliation. 


7 Members of the team will be recruited in Hurope. They will go to Cyprus at 
_the request of Orthodox Bishop Gennadios of Paphos who has indicated there is 
' need for help in a number of villages, which have both Turkish and Greek 

| Cypriot citizens, in the Paphos area. EPS, Geneva 


| ARCHBISHOP SAYS AFRICANS MUST 
DIRECT AFRICA'S ANGLICAN CHURCH 


(Sydney ) - Dr. Hugh Gough, Anglican Archbishop of Sydney, said here that the 
| leadership of the Anglican church in Africa must soon be handed over to the 
® Africans. 


| Christian churches in Africa are being regarded as forces seeking to disunite 

P Africans, the archbishop said, and the church must "walk very carefully" if it 
is to avoid offending nationalistic feelings of the developing African nations. 
Dr. Gough noted that the Anglican church's: present policy in Africa is to 

| give the leadership in church affairs to the Africans. 


He made his remarks on his return from a conference of Anglican archbishops in 
» England. En route to that meeting he had spent ten days visiting African 
countries. EPS, Geneva 
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TRIBAL DIVISIONS BRIDGED 
IN CONGO MINISTERIAL SCHOOL 


(Luebo, Congo) - In an area where tribalviolence has disrupted city and village 
life alike since 1959, a school for pastors has completed the academic year 
with an inter-tribal student body, without incident. 


It was called a "miracle" by missionaries and Congolese Christians in the 
troubled area, 


Originally established a few years before independence, the Presbyterian 
ministerial training school was disrupted by tribal conflict and forced to 
close in 1960. Two years later it reopened, but in two locations, The 
Baluba tribespeople attended classes at Bibanga; the Luluas and Baketes at 
Bulape. Last September, by vote of the Presbyterian Church of the Congo, the 
two divisions reunited at Luebo with a combined enrolment of 60 students. 


Since then, the school's inter-tribal student body has been living and studyin; 
at Luebo.with no signs of tribal animosity. 


A similar training school at Lussbourg in the Kasai Province with a student 
body composed of youth from warring tribes is reported to have completed the 
year without incident, 


Students at the school come from three churches and five provinces. The schox 
started two years ago, is supported by the Presbyterian Church of Kasai, the 
Presbyterian Church of Rwanda, and the Disciples Church of the Equator, 

EPS, Geneva 


FUND FOR LITERATURE 
WILL SEEK £1,000,000 


(London) - A drive to raise “* million (42,209,000) "to-feed the minds of 
millions" with Christian literature will be launched in the fall by Dr. 
Predericki ly), (Corean wu the Archbishop. ot York. % 


To be known as "The Archbishop of York!s Fund", it will be conducted in closest 
cooperation with the British and Foreign Bible Society, the Archbishop told 
a meeting of the Society here. 


The Society is cooperating in a world-wide effort to provide Christian liter- 
ature for peoples of new nations, being sponsored by the United Bible Societies 
A three-year Societies! scheme escks to increase circulation of the Scriptures 
from 50 million copies a year to 150 million copies (EPS No. 21, 1963) 

BPS, Geneva 


FUTURE MEXICAN PASTORS 
BEGIN NEW SCHOOL YEAR 


(Teloloapan, Mexico) - Small congregations without pastors, scattered through 
this isolated and arid mountain region south of Mexico City, will soon receive 
the help of trained layworkers, thanks to the work of the Presbyterian Bible 
school here. The number of students in the school has steadily increased in 
recent years, and an enrolment of 27 persons is reported for the new school 
year, The students range in age from 16 to AO. Ten are enrolled in @ “Toure 
month short course. for new Christians. 


Since 1950 when the school was founded Teloloapan has become the gateway to a 
rapidly developing area opened by the completion of paved highways to Iguala 
and Mexico City. The school's students are increasingly sought after by 
communities in the area, The school is. directed by a Presbyterian U.S. (South 
ern) missionary, the Rev. Clarence M. Bassett. Four other Presbyterian U.S. | 
missionaries serve on the faculty. The school is supported by the Presbytery 
of the Pacific of the National Presbyterian Church of Mexico in cooperation wi 
the Presbyterian Church U.S. f EPS, Geneva 
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19 RELIGIOUS BODIES CONDEMN 
SOUTH AFRICA DETENTION LAW 


(Capetown) - Leaders of 19 churches and religious communities - Christian, 
Jewish, and Moslem - joined here in a statement condemning South Africa's 

90-day detention law and urging that it not be renewed whenit comes up for 
parliamentary review June 30. 


The stand taken by the religious leaders against the law under which persons 
Suspected of subversion can be arrested, held, and rearrested when the initial 
90 days are completed, is regarded here as the most powerful and united on the 
issue ever to confront the government, 


The statement denounced the law as "a tragic breach of the principle that. there 
Should be no imprisonment without trial". They called it "a violation of the 
moral law and an offence to the religious conscience", 


The combined membership of the organizations represented by the signers of the 
Statement is believed to total some 5,000,000 whites and non-whites. 


Signers of the statement included Dr. Robert selby Taylor, Anglican Archbishop 
of Capetown; Roman Catholic Archbishop Owen McCann of Capetown; Professor 
Israel Abrahams, Chief Rabbi of Capetown; the Rev. Stanley G. Pitts, president 
of the Methodist Church of South Africa; Sheik Abubaker Najaar, chairman of 
the Muslim Judicial Council of South Africa; and Rabbi B. M. Casper, Chief 


Rabbi of Johannesburg. EPS, Geneva 


RESETTLEMENT OF SEALDAH 
REFUGEES COMPLET ED 


(Calcutta) - The resettlement of some 8,000 refugees from Calcutta!s Sealdah 
railway station was completed at midnight on May 7. 


The resettlement, started in early February, ended what was often referred to 
as "the world's worst refugee problem". 


It was conducted by Bengal Refugee Service, an agency of the National Christian 
Council of India, which is supported by funds donated by the member churches 

of the World Council of Churches, The WCC has appealed for $500000 to. under- 
write the cost of the project. 


The refugees have been relocated in three separate sites in the Calcutta area, 

and with BRS assistance are building their own homes, The agency also is 

helping.them construct schools, playgrounds, and other community centres. 

It also provides medical treatment, a milk programme for the children, and 

plans to establish vocational training schools and small industries. (EPS No.1) 
EPS, Geneva 


UNITED CHURCH WOMEN ADVOCATE 
POLITICS-FREE SURPLUS PLAN 


(San Antonio, Tex, ) ~- US surplus food distribution to needy areas overseas 
Should be "disassociated from unilateral political considerations", leading 
Protestant churchwomen declared here. 


A resolution passed at the annual meeting of the Board of Managers of United 
Church Women (UCW), a general department of the National Council of Churches, 
stated that the allocation of agricultural surplus commodities for humanitarian 
purposes, without reference to political pressures, "is in keeping with national 
self-interest and with the Christian concept of stewardship". EPS, Geneva 
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PRIESTS FLEE 
CONGO STATION 


(Léopoldville) - Three Italian Roman Catholic missionary priests have been 
forced to flee their mission station at Mulence, 40 miles south of Bakavu, in 
the Kivu Provinee of the Congo, after an attack by terrorists. ‘They were - 
reported to be uninjured. 


The attack was the first incident of violence against mission stations in the 
area since April 14 when a group of Swedish and Norwegian missionaries at the 
Lemara mission about six miles north of Mulenge was surrounded by terrorists 
and had to be rescued by a detachment of Congolese troops, However, they 
have stayed on with a guard of 85 soldiers, 


Another Swedish mission was evacuated last month after receiving a warning 
that it would be attacked. 


Observers believe the seizure of the mission at Mulence reflects the growing 
boldness of the Kivu terrorists which roam the area in bands of 20 to 50 men, 
. EPS, Geneva 


RUSSIAN QRTHODOX MAKE 
HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE 


(Jerusalem) - Fourteen representatives of the Russian Orthodox Church have 
arrived here on the first pilgrimage of members of the church to the Holy Land 
inary. wears. . 


The group, composed largely of priests from the faculties of the theological 
academies at Moscow and Leningrad, is being guided by Archimandrite Juvenalis, 
head of the Russian Orthodox Mission in Jerusalem. = 


Several laymen also are members of the group. The month-long journey to the 
Middle East will include visits to Israel, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon, 
| EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
JOINS TULSA COUNCIL 


(Tulsa, Okla.) = The Roman Catholic Church of the Madalene here has joined 
the Council of Churches of Greater Tulsa. 


The action was announced jointly by Council officials and the Very Rev. James 
McNamee of the church. Father McNamee said his church had worked with the 
Tulsa Council for several years and "admired its stand on community improvement 
and civil justice", 


Council officials noted that 144 of the city's Protestant churches and one of 
its two Orthodox churches are members and that the Council "is always open to 
membership forany church which acknowledges Jesus Christ as Divine Lord and 
Saviour", EPS, Geneva 


SPAIN'S HIGH COURT VOIDS 
CONVICTION OF WITNESS 


(Madrid) - Spain's Supreme Court has quashed the 1960 conviction and sentence 
of a Jehovah's Witness. The Witness, who was not identified, had been con- 

. Wicted of "illegal propaganda activities" on behalf of the religious body at 

as Palmas, an island in the Grand Canaries. : 


The Court, in overruling the convidtion and sentence, referred to the fact that | 
Jehovah's Witnesses had been described in the lower court action as "an 
illegal association", . EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. METHODISTS SUPPORT 
"ORDERLY" RIGHTS DEMONSTRATIONS 


(Pittsburgh) - Delegates to the Quadrennial General Conference of The 
Methodist Church have endorsed orderly civil rights demonstrations as 
"dramatic petitions for racial attention and justice ... in line with the 
principles and practices of a free society". 


The Conference also voted to establish a fund to provide financial aid for 
ministers and laymen who suffer as a result of their participation in the 
rights struggle. 


In another session the delegates approved applications for autonomy from 
Methodist bodies in four countries. 


The delegates took the action in granting requests by Central Conferences 
in Burma, Sumatra, Cuba, and Liberia. The new churches will be "affiliates" 
of the USA denomination. 


No further action is required by any other body and the churches will have 
full working autonomy as soon as transfer of various functions and responsi- 
bilities is completed. 


The Conference also approved the formation of a sub-committee on autonomy 
within its Commission on the Structure of Methodism Overseas. Major 
functions of the new committee will be to confer with conferences working 
toward autonomy in the preparation of their confessions of faith and con- 
stitutions and to aid them in working toward the establishment of their own 
structures and procedures. 


Various Methodist bodies, starting as early as the beginning of this century, 
have been granted autonomy by the American church, but the number applying 
simultaneously this year is considered significant. 


In other actions Conference delegates: 


~ Expressed the "desire" to unite with the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church but postponed a definite vote on the union plan for two years. 


- Established a new 52-member commission for ecumenical affairs to "proclaim 
and work for the unity of the Church". The new unit will replace two 
bodies: the 18-member Commission on Church Union and the 3l-member Kcumeni- 
cal Consultation, 


~ Voted a world service budget of $18 million annually for the 1964-8 quad- 
renniun,. This is an increase of 20 per cent over the past 4-year period. 


~- Heard a welcoming speech by Roman Catholic Bishop John J. Wright of 
Pittsburgh, the first member of his church ever to speak to a Methodist 
General Conference. 


- Issued a strong concluding statement expressing Methodists! concern for 
social issues which included a call for a re-examination of "policies of 
isolation toward Mainland China and Cuba". The statement suggested that 
such policies might “intensify bitterness and imprison rather than free the 
people in those lands from hardships, repression, and authoritarian control". 
EB, Geneva 
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NEW SERVICE EMPHASIS CALLED 
FOR BY NEAR EAST ATD LHADERS 


(Jerusalem) --A new emphasis on service programmes designed to make Palestine 
refugees,as far as possible, self-supporting members of society.is called for 
in the report of a consultation of church refugee aid leaders held here. 


At the same time, the report suggested, there should be a corrésponding reduc-. 
tion in direct relief based upon careful social welfare examination. 


The consultation, attended by some 40 represehtatives of churches and church 
agencies, was called by.the Near Bast Council of Churches! Committee for 
Refugee Work (NECCRW). 


The report declared that the aim of churches and church agencies should be to- 
help Palestine refugees "as far as is possible in-their present situation and 
without prejudice to their political rights" to become "self-sufficient, 
participating, and contributing members of society", 


It suggested one way in which this aim could be accomplished would be through 
"constructive programmes of Service in which. the recipients would take part 
in planning and by making contributions of money, goods, and labour". 


The consultation also noted that while "priority should be’ given to the needs 
of refugees" in the area, "assistance in the form of specific and carefully 
investigated projects may also be extended to needy non-refugees". 


To carry out this work! the consultation’ called’ for more active participation 
and support by’ the churches of the Near Bast and appeaied both to churches 
and individual Christians in the area and around the world "to" join in” prayer 
and to share their resources in goods, money, and especially in personnel", 


The consultation expressed regret that "no substantial progress" had been made. 
in the solution of the Palestine refugee problem since the two World Council 
of Churches-sponsored conferencesheld in Beirut ain P95] Sand. 1956. 


It called on "all churches and appropriate Christian organizations to pray and 
work for a.just solution', : res 


The two Beirut conferences gave considerable time io the political «spects of 
the refugee problem, The specific task of this meeting was to-consult.on. 
ways of serving Palestine refugees. 


The consultation suggested that the present Committee be renamed the Commissior 
for Refugees and Service and that its memberchip should include’church leaders; 
Christian laymen. o? professional competence, and representatives of the local. 
committees carrying. out the work. EPS, Geneva =: . 


. ORTHODOX LEADER SAYS EXILED - 
HIEBRARCHS ARE "SCAPEGOATS".. . 


(New York) - Archbishop Takovos, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North and South America, described the two metropolitans of the Ecumenical | 
Patriarchate expelled from Turkey a8 "scapegoats". 


Speaking at.a press conference on the arrival of .the two here, Archbishop: 
lakavos said their expulsion was not just an attack against them as individuals, 
but was a manifestation of a plan to infringe on the religious liberty of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, and to curtail its activity. 


The two exiled hierarchs are Metropolitan BKmilianos, the Grand Vicar of the 
Patriarchate and the Most Rev. Iakavos of Philadelphia, member of the World 
Council of Churches! Central Committee. © They were expelled April 21 for 
alleged "actions harmful to the state", They have been granted temporary 
visas by the United States. Both were naturalised citizens of Turkey. The 
action is viewed as part of a series of government pressures against the  ~-_ 
Patriarchate which have included the closing of printing press, the confiscatic 
of a film, and the jailing of several priests. Us hah tite gar he Te: SIRE 
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ITALIAN CHURCHES PROTEST | 
PRETORIA TRIALS 


(Rome ) - The Federal Council of the Evangelical Churches of Italy has sent 

a letter to the Reformed churches of South Africa, expressing its "lively 
solicitude" and "profound anxiety" for South African leaders now on trial in 
Pretoria. | 


Nine persons are being tried in Pretoria on charges of attempting a revolution 
by violence, The alleged offences are punishable by death. 


The Italian Council's protest, one of a growing number, said that while it 
was aware of the complexity of the racial problem in South Africa, that it 
was "convinced - as you certainly are - that every discrimination founded on 
race, colour, and ethnic origin is contrary to the will of God, and inconm- 
patible with the Gospel and with the message of love and reconciliation which 
finds its full expression in Christ Jesus. 


"We firmly believe that the Church has the duty courageously to take up its 
responsibilities in the face of every form of evil, injustice, and discrimin- 
ation, and that it must witness faithfully - if necessary following, in the 
light of the Cross, the way of sacrifice and renunciation --in support of 
justice, equality, and the dignity of every human creature." 


» The letter continued by entreating the Reformed churches to do "whatever lies 
within your power, so that the disturbing racial situation in your country 
may be overcome and conquered in the light of the Gospel", : 


It concluded: “And we express the lively hope that your church also may wish 
to unite itself with all who, in the present tension, seek to make their 
Christian witness so that the outcome of the ..,. case may not be degrading 

' for the human mind and spirit and may not create, by the sacrifice of other 

' human lives, an even more difficult coexistence between the black and white 
citizens of your country." ; 


' The Federal Council of the Evangelical Churches of Italy comprises the Evan- 
gelical Waldensian Church, the Evangelical Methodist Church of Italy, the 
Evangelical Baptist Union of Italy, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Italy, 
the Italian Evangelical Missionary Association, and the Salvation Army. 

EPS, Geneva 


WCC LEADER WARNS AGAINST HMBARGO: For release 17.30 hours, 
FALSE COMPARISONS Saturday, May 16, 1964. 


(Cologne) - Dr. W. A.- Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, has warned against the dangers of attempting to compare the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Vatican, and the World Council of Churches, 


In a speech scheduled for broadcasting here. tonight by Norddeutsche Rundfunk 
(North German Broadcasting) the World Council leader said that any attempt to 
compare the three authorities would result in "a dangerous over-simplification 
of the real situation" based on "a misconception of the task of the World 
Council", . 


‘Rome, he noted, is the administrative centre of a highly organized world church, 
whereas Constantinople (location ot the Mcumeni cal Patriarchate ) is the seat 

of a church which is relatively small, although it is the contact point for 

_ the various big independent national Orthodox churches, 


No. 18 = 14th May, 1964 oe "IO 


Geneva, (site of WCC headquarters) on the other hand, he emphasised, is an 
inter-church centre and (the WCC) has no jurisdictional or administrative 
authority, and no tradition of its own, apart from that possessed by its. 
member’ churches. ; } 


Further, Dr. Visser !t Hooft said, the relationship of the World Council to 

the Ecumenical Patriarchate is considerably different from its relationship to 
the Roman Catholic Church. People tend to forget, he commented, that the 
Orthodox church was not one of the last to join the ecumenical movement, but 
one of the first, and that Patriarch Athenagoras has been and remains not_ 
only a friend, but also an "architect" of the World Council of Churches. 


Admittedly, he said, there are differences in doctrine between’ Orthodoxy and 
Protestantism which may be compared with the differences between Protestantism 
and Catholicism, But, he added: 


"In the sphere which is crucial for inter-church relations, that is the sphere 
of ecclesiology, the relations between Orthodoxy and Protestantism are much 
easier than the relations which either of them has with Catholicism, 


"Por both of them are seeking a fellowship in which all the churches retain 
their independence and their particular character." 


He added that these are "not merely organizational questions, but questions 
concerning the essential nature of the Church. They do not say to each other 
it is an absolute sine qua non condition of unity that your church comes 
under the leadership and jurisdiction of the head of my church", 


Dr. Visser !t Hooft noted that “a very active and dynamic" concern for ecumes 
enism is becoming apparent within the Roman Catholic Church. 


He said this igs seen in some of the "positive statements" in the Vatican 
Council schema on Christian unity and in some of the discussion about ecumenisr 
during Council sessions. 


But, he said in answer to a question, that it is only "partly true" to say 
that this means that the Roman Catholic Church, in practice, if not in theory, 
is really cooperating in the ecumenical movement in the same way as the other 
churche's. t 


"Roman Catholic ecumenism", he pointed out,"is still so closely bound up with 
the Roman Catholic concept of the papacy in Rome that despite its broadness 
and despite its readiness to take other churches seriously, it ultimately 
means an invitation to join the unity which already exists under the Pope. 


"This does not mean that competition is bound to arise between two different 
forms of ecumenism, at any rate not in the secular sense.: However, there 

is bound to be a spiritual emulation between them with spiritual weapons and 
with a deep consciousness of our responsibility for one another and for the 
world. We should start by removing the obstacles to understanding and then 
pass on to practical cooperation and, still more important, serious conver-= 
sation. Much work therefore remains to be done by all who wish to participate 
inthe ecumenical: task, It is really true to say that the work of. the World 
Council of Churches is only just beginning. 


"The World Council of Churches as it is today is only an instrument for church 
unity. It must disappear in its present form when the unity of the Church 
becomes a reality. In the meantime, however, much remains to be done. What 
else could one expect when one recalls that the World Council is not yet 
twenty years old ? It is for God in His wisdom to decide when the whole 
flock shall be gathered together under one Shepherd. All we need to know is 
which way we are going." EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH CATHOLIC HIERARCHY 
ISSUES BIRTH CONTROL STATEMENT 


(London) - The Roman Catholic hierarchy of England and Wales has issued a 
1500-word statement warning that contraceptive pills are no more acceptable 
to the church than other artificial birth control measures. The statement, 
issued by Archbishop John C. Heenan of Westminster, speaking on behalf of 
the hierarchy, ruled that the use of contraceptives violated "the unchanging 
nature of God's law", 


However, it did not close the door to the possibility that the church might 
eventually approve a pill now being researched which would make the time of 
ovulation predictable. 


The hierarchy said that "on the use of a pill of this kind, the Vatican 
Council may well be called upon to give guidance. Contraception itself, 
however, is not an open question, for it is against the law of God." 


The bishops prefaced their statement by saying that they could not "remain 
Silent when so many voices are being raised to lead our people astray. 


"The church knows well that her children are undergoing a period of great 
strain", but "their difficulties are only increased when it is irresponsibly 
Suggested that the Council may produce a new moral code", it said. 


The Sunday Times commented that the document has "no real precedent in the 
church's history" and that it will "label Britain in the world context as 
@ centre of dissidence over birth’ control", 


It quoted its correspondent from Rome as saying "Dr. Heenan's condemnation 
of the pill is not necessarily a true reflection of prevalent Vatican 
thinking and may even be premature". 


Here the statement is regarded as a move by the hierarchy to stem the grow- 
ing revolt of liberal British Catholics over the question of birth control. 


In recent months liberal Catholics have been increasingly bold in suggesting 
that the church review its stand. Their principal proposal has been to 
urge the church to approve the use of the contraceptive pill. 


One of these liberal voices has been that of the Most Rev. Thomas Roberts, 

a Jesuit, who in a recent article in the Catholic periodical Search declared: 

"Where authority is concerned, have we absolute certainty that this matter 

of contraception is not liable to the same change as happened in the case of 

usury? The attitude of any modern confessor is totally different from 

what obtained 400 years ago. Economists have taught us things about money 

that were not then realised. The same may be true of the laws of 'nature!." 
EPS, Geneva 


' SERBIAN CHURCH MAY SEND 
| OBSERVERS TO VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Belgrade) - Patriarch German of Belgrade has announced that the Serbian 
Orthodox Church is studying the possibility of sending observers to the 
next session of the Second Vatican Council. 


The church was not represented at the first two sessions of the Council. 
EPS, Geneva 
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SUPPORT FOR CHRISTIANS 
IN EAST EUROPE ASKED 


(Berlin) - Greater support of Christians in Hastern Europe caught inthe 
conflict between their faith and atheistic pressures was called for by. both 
Protestant and Roman Catholic speakers addressing an inter-confessional 
meeting of more than 100 religious news specialists and theologians here. 


The ninth meeting of its kind, the session was held on the topic, "The 

Christian in the Totalitarian State". |Inter-religious conferences of 

journalists and publicists are a traditional feature of Roman Catholic- 
Protestant cooperation in West Germany. 


Dr. Kurt Scharf, chairman of the Council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKID), said that "the whole future of mankind" depends upon the 
outcome of the struggle between the Christian faith and atheisn. 


However, he reported a certain "liberalization" in the attitude of Eastern 
European governments towards the Church, calling it "less militant" than 
before. In many cases, he said, the use of force has been abandoned and: 
administrative measures have been substituted. Also, he noted, there is 
a greater tendency to discuss issues and to describe the Church and its 
teachings without distortion, 


Dre Erich Klausener of Berlin, a Roman Catholic, disagreed. In his opinion, 
he said, the liberalization was confined to the cultural Sphere and was due 
mainly to the fact that the peoples of the Eastern bloc are tired of ideo- 
logy. 


He said the new East German Youth Law which aims to remove youths from ° 
family influence and the Church, as well as the recent establishment of 
Germany's first chair for scientific atheism at Jena University, constitute 
milestones in the Soviet Zone régime's anti-religious course. 

EPS, Geneva | 


SERBIAN PATRIARCH ASKS 
"SPIRITUAL UNITY" OF CHURCH 


(Belgrade) - Patriarch German of Belgrade in his message for the Orthodox 
Easter on May..3 appealed warmly to Serbian Orthodox to maintain their 
spiritual unity. . 


His message, recalling with "sorrow" the "Dionissiye, schism" in the USA, 
Said that "the Serbian Church has always watched vigilantly over the life 
of all its children - both those in the motherland and those abroad", 
(EPS No. 13) EPS, Geneva 
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FRENCH CHURCH SYNOD 
-IN ANNUAL SESSION 


(St. Jean du Gard) - The National Synod of the French Reformed Church in its 
annual session here has instructed its Liturgical Commission to prepare a 
preamble for the ordination to its pastorate of former Roman Catholic priests 
which underlines the continuation of their ministry in the Church, even. though 
a confessional break has taken place. 


A draft of the projected preamble, which would be read at the ordination service, 
stated "the hope that the Lord guiding all those who freely and humbly enter 
into His service may work today so that the sacerdotal and pastoral ministries 
may become more closely united ...". 


In another session of the four-day meeting the Synod approved a report strongly 
underlining the respective responsibilities of regional synods, regional councils, 
and the presidents of regional councils, in relation to local congregations, 


The action in effect affirms the necessity for a governing authority exercised 
by the regional associations of churches on local congregations in a continuing 
fashion as a means of preserving their unity. 


It also affirms that the 20 regional council presidents have a pastoral respon- 
sibility with regard to the regional units. It describes their function as 
being, among other things, "a personal link between local congregations and 
' various church authorities ...3; to watch over the preservation of church unity 
and peace; to defend the weak and to warn the powerful; and to exercise the 
ministry of exhortation and consultation to all those who are in the ministry 
Ect the. church!" 


'In other sessions the Synod: 


- Heard a report by Pastor Hébert Roux, World Presbyterian Alliance observer to 
the Second Vatican Council, in which he warned that despite advances by the 

|} Second Vatican Council "the deliberate resistance of conservative forces still 

_weighs heavily" upon it. However, he said, the Reformation churches must 
recognise that "through the upheavals which followed the Reformation the Cath= 
olic Church, even though suffering an amputation, has exhibited, in more than 
one area of its apostolic activity and its spirituality, obvious signs of the 
providéntial blessing of God ? Would it not be more just and modest", he asked, 
"Not this moment of the Council, with the unforseeable possibilities of renewal 

) with which it is pregnant, to look with more discernment than pretension for the 
true questions asked by our Reformation churches ... even if it upsets our 
forecasts and disconcerts our calculations ?" 


- Adopted a resolution reminding pastors and congregations that "the dialogue 
| with Catholicism demands from those who engage in it both a real 'opening to 
others! and an even clearer consciousness of the specific vocation of the 
churches of-the Reformation ~.."', 


» - Took action to make it possible to work more closely with the Reformed Church 
' of Alsace-Lorraine, which is independent from it because of its concordat with 
the state. 


_« Approved an action of the Protestant Federation denouncing all racial discrime 
ination as contrary to the will of God, It also endorsed the Feder- 
ation's condemnation of apartheid and urged it to continue such action. 


- Sent greetings to the Orthodox Church in Russia expressing joy for the recent 
exchange of visits between their churches, EPS, Geneva 
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POPE SPEAKS OF UNITY | 7 
IN PENTECOST MESSAGE 


(Rome) - Pope Paul VI in an apostolic letter addressed to all the bishops of 
the church on the occasion of Pentecost wrote that "we pray to Christ asking 

for the rapprochement and the reunion of Christians still painfully separated 
PROTOSS (peat 


_He added: . "We shall continue quietly and with respect to approach those of 


our separated brethren who do not refuse a serene and friendly dialogue, and 
more concerned with their good than with our honour, we shall seek together 
the way to reconstitute the fraternity founded on the identity of faith and 
mutual love willed by Christ for His Church." EPS, Geneva 


SOVIET GOVERNMENT WISHES TO 
AID MONASTERY IN GREECE : 


(Athens) - M. Korioukine, Russian Ambassador to Greece, said here that the 
Soviet Government was interested in the restoration and upkeep of the buildings 
of the Russian Orthodox monastery at the famed monastic community on Mount 
Athos, in Greece. 


The Ambassador mentioned particularly the concern for the ee ey which con- 
tains thousands of priceless volumes. Vo, 8 


He noted that some 20 monks from the USSR have expressed their wish to settle 
in the monastery. At present only some 30 elderly monks are living there. 
In the past it has sheltered as many as 4,000. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Protestant services will be held in Roman Catholic churches and masses celebrated 
Protestant churches in Nymegen, the Netherlands, in connection with an inter- 
confessional meeting being held Seay (May 14) ene sponsorship of the city's 
Keumenical Commission. 


. * *% * 
An inter-faith prayer meeting for the Christians in the. USSR was held in Paris 
last week. Father Boris Bobrinsky, the Rev. Jean Daniélou, S.d., and Pastor 


André Dumas were the speakers. The meeting was organized by the recently- 
formed committee to study the conditions of Christians in Russia, 


¥ * 
Cardinal Suenens, Roman Catholic primate of Belgium, said in a press conference 


that women and more laity should take part in the Second Vatican Council. 
He said their participation would be "a very important symbolic act", 


eRe tee 


A new college will be built in Jamaica under joint sponsorship of the Anglican, 


‘Baptist, Congregational, Disciples of Christ, Methodist, Moravian, and vt 


Presbyterian churches. It is expected to open in 19655 
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Under the auspices of the Overseas Service Bureau, twenty-one young Australians 


are working in Asia, Africa, and the Pacific. The Bureau is a community 
organization established in 1961 to encourage Australians to serve in developing 
societies. It is sponsored by a number of church, youth, and service groups, 


including 26 national organizations. 


* * * 


‘The United Bible Societies reports an overall increase of 4.8% in annual cire 
culation figures of the Scriptures, for 1963, The world total in 1963 was 
53,714,762 as compared with 51,257,911 in 1962. 


* * * 


Hight Lutheran college and university students from the United States will go 
to Brazil in late June to participate in a pioneer, seven-week Latin American 
Study Project, conducted by the National Lutheran Council. Previously the 
projects, started in 1949, have centred in Europe. A chief purpose of the 
project is to provide students with an opportunity to obtain new insights into 
the life of the Church in other countries through student conferences and 
talks with church leaders, 


* * * 


Churches in South Australia are helping to organize a state-wide drive for 


funds to aid a group of children in Kure, Japan. They are the children of 
Japanese mothers and Australian soldiers who were stationed in Kure during 
the post-war occupation of Japan. The Australian government has announced it 
will contribute $3,000 to the fund. 

betta x. 


A contribution of $30,000 to the building fund of Mansfield College, a Con- 
gregational institution in England, has been announced by the Department of 
World Service of the Lutheran World Federation. An aifiliate of Oxford 
University, Mansfield is the location of an LWF/WS-subsidiszed training pro- 
gramme for pastors of Lutheran congregations in the United Kingdom, 


* *& * 


The Australian Council of Churches announced today that it had given £15,000 
($42,000) to the National Freedom From Hunger Campaign Committee to help meet 
the cost of a Ceylon fertiliser scheme. The Ceylon project, the total cost 
of which is £298,486 ($837,000) has so far received £145,000 ($380,000) as a 
result of the 1963 Freedom From Hunger Campaign. It is designed to help 
Ceylon's major problem of food deficit, mainly in rice, which amounts to more 
than 500,000 tons annually. HPS, Geneva 


CORRECTION 


Canon L. John Collins of St. Paul's Cathedral, London, was incorrectly referred 
tor*as Dean of the Cathedral in an "In Brief" item in EPS No. TRIN RN ch ed Re ede 


4 The Dean is Dr. W. R. Matthews. EPS sincerely regrets this error. 


* * * 
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METHODIST AND ANGLICAN CLERGY 
ASK END OF UNION TALKS 


(London) - Some 40 English Anglican priests and 20 Methodist ministers have 
Signed a joint letter appealing for a withdrawal of present proposals to unite 
their churches and asking that ways be found in which cooperation may be 
Stimulated and encouraged among all Christian people", 


The letter, published in the British Weekly, said that the continued discus- 
Sion of present proposals will serve to "deepen and intensify divisions within 
both the Church of England and the Methodist Church". 


Purther (it. said. it “may lead. to the danger of a loss of the fellowship which 
now exists between our two bodies", 


The letter said that the signatories "recognize that those who signed this 
majority report (recommending steps towards union) did so with a sincere 
desire to promote unity" and affirmed "like them, our common loyalty to Our 
Lord and our desire for closer relations between all Christian people". 


However, it said, they were convinced that "true Bets cannot be obtained 
upon the basis of these proposals". EPS, Geneva 


‘ublished weekly under auspices : World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations . World Young 
Women’s Christian Association » World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 
ie aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
Xvements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 
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EPISCOPAL CLERGYMAN 
ENDS HUNGER STRIKE 


(Philadelphia) - A hunger strike by a young Protestant Hpiscopal clergyman in 
protest against de facto racial segregation in public schools at Chester, Pa., 
ended after 18 days, it was announced here by Bishop Robert L. DeWitt of 
Pennsylvania, 


He said the Rev. Clayton K. Hewett, 37, rector of the Church of the Atonement 
at Morton, Pa., would receive special training to continue civil rights work, 


Mr. Hewett, arrested in racial demonstrations at Chester, was jailed for 10 
days then hospitalized after three days of "complete fasting" without liquids. 
He remained under detention and continued the fast, taking only water, juices, 
and vitamins in the hospital. 


Bishop DeWitt said the clergyman agreed to end the protest after Pennsylvania 
Governor William Scranton intervened in the Chester school situation in an 
attempt to end the racial strife. 


These were some other recent developments on the race relations scene in the 
United States: 


- Presiding Bishop Arthur Lichtenberger of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
endorsed a request to 15 U.S. Senators, members of the church, to "rise above! 
political and economic considerations and give their full support to passage of 
@ Civil rights bill "without crippling amendments". The request was made in 

a resolution sent to the legislators by the Protestant Episcopal Student~ 
Association.of Union Theological Seminary, New York. 


- In Cleveland, Ohio, nearly 150 members of the Emergency Committee of Clergy- 
men for Civil Rights issued a statement which said the ECCCR "hopes to be a 
creative third force in our city in which the tendency to become polarized 
into two extremes is tragically obvious". 


- More than 200 members of six Episcopal churches in the Philadelphia, Pa., 
suburb of Germantown maintained for the second consecutive month a 24-hour 
cycle of prayer for racial justice to be continued until the Senate votes on 
the current controversial legislation. 


- The Peace Problems Committee of the Church of God in Christ (Mennonite) sant 
a statement to members of Congress stating the belief that "all men are created 
equal", and that, in support of this "our churches in the North and South of 
this great nation are open and refuse no one because of race differences", 


~ The Protestant Council of the City of New York held a massive inter-denome 
inational Service of Witness for Civil Rights, preceded by three marches through 
the streets of Manhattan to mark the 10th anniversary of the Supreme Court 

1954 ban against public school segregation. 


- The Board of Directors of the Council of Churches of Greater Washington, D.C., 
Called for the defeat of Alabama Governor George B. Wallace, a segregationist, 
in his bid for support in Maryland's Presidential Primarye 


- Three Negro students and a white chaplain from Drew University, a Methodist 
institution in Madison, N.J., were arrested in an attempt to get haircuts in 
a barber's shop that accepts only white customers. 


- A vigil on civil rights initiated by Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish 
seminarians before the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., continued with 
the aid of leading faculty members of three theological schools, The vigil 
is expected to be continued until the civil rights bill is passed. 
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Theological Seminary, New York; Father George H. Dunne, assistant to the 
president of Georgetown University, a Roman Catholic institution; and Dr. 
Bernard Mandelbaum, Provost of the Jewish Theological seminary. . 


3 
Standing watch at various times were: President John C. Bennett of Union’ 


- The Presbyterian Synod of Georgia approved the establishment of bi-racial 
committees and the removal of race barriers in institutions. 


| 
: 
: 
_ - Dr. Hugene Carson Blake, chief administrator of the United Presbyterian 

| Church in the U.S.A. and chairman of the National Council of Churches Commis~ 
Sion on Religion and Race, told an interracial, interreligious gathering in 

| New York that the "largely white" power structure of the American church 

; continues to "distort" Christian understanding of the race problem. 


"We.are forever asking ourselves how we whité churchmen ought t respond to 
Negro demands upon us", he said, "or better, how to act before the demands are 
embarrassingly articulated, rather than to realise that it is quite impossible 
for a white churchman to do the 'right! things for Negro Christians. suet 
problem is how we can be transformed enough so. that white and Negro Christians 
can becomé colour-blind together", he continued, adding that this thought was 
"way ahead" of what thus far has been accomplished. EPS, Geneva 


TWO ANGLICAN MISSION SOCIETIES 
-TO UNITE IN JANUARY, 1965 


(London) -~ The Society for the Propagation of. the Gospel and the Universities 
Mission to Central Africa plan to unite in January, 1965, a Mission leader 
Said here. | 


Canon J. S. Kingsnorth, UMCA general secretary, said that although the exact 
date cannot be known now it is ‘the firm intention of leaders of ‘the two 
Anglican societies to amalgamate by that time. 


The two organizations are among eleven officially recognised societies which 
among them do.most of the Church of England's missionary work. 


Canon Kingsnorth said that although other mission societies have been invited 
to join in conversations looking. towards possible union, they have not 
responded.. 


However, he said, meetings of leaders of several of these groups with repres- 
entatives of the Church Assembly over the last eight or nine months have res- 
ulted in a scheme “which is a compromise between the views of those who, like 
myself, believe in a union of the existing societies and others who see great 
value in the separate contribution of the many societies and.do not wish for 
weir ymergey'!. | 


One aspect of this scheme, he reported, would involve the setting up of a 
central: fund to which parishes, dioceses, and individuals could contribute to 
finance new capital works in mission overseas. ; 
Both agencies are Anglican "high" church societies. The SPG has work in 


many different parts of the world, the UMCA, as its name indicates, has work 
across the middte belt of Africa.. | EPS, Geneva 
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AFRICAN CHURCH MARKS 
DECADE OF GROWTH 


(Lagos) - One of Africa's youngest Protestant churches is marking its 10th 
anniversary with celebrations that point up its phenomenal growth. 


When ‘the Association of Evangelical Churches of West Africa (ECWA ) was formed 
in 1954, it had 400 churches with 50,000 members. Now there are 900 churches 
and more than 300,000 members served by 650 pastors and evangelists. 


The church's missionary agency - the African Missionary Society - has 85 
missionaries in West Africa. It also operates four Bible training achools, 
106 elementary schools, two high schools, and seven dispensaries and clinics. 


The parent body of the church was the Sudan Interior Mission. Its relations 
with the Mission are of a cooperative nature, but the latter does not exercise 
authority over the church. 


HCWA is theologically conservative and strongly evangelical, It has a 
Baptist-type structure with individual autonomy for the churches, but a 
General Assembly coordinates activities. ‘i EPS, Geneva 


INTEGRATION OF MAORIS 
URGED FOR ANGLICANS 


(Wellington) - A Maori Anglican pastor has recommended that his all-Maori cone 
gregation here be disbanded in 1965 and the members integrated into existing 
white churches. 


Separate churches were established originally because the Maoris did not speak 
English. But in recent years, some observers have viewed the separate church 
as potential instruments of racial segregation. 


The Rev. Kingi Ihaka, pastor of the Wellington Maori congregation, pointed out 
that "already our (Maori) children are attending local parish Sunday schools, 

andin most areas within the pastorate there is a strong desire for practical 

unity" with existing white churches. EPS, Geneva 


LUTHERANS ADOPT PRINCIPLES FOR 
INTER-CHURCH RELATIONSHIPS 


(New York) - A set-of principles governing inter-church relationships of the 
congregations of the Lutheran Church in America and their auxiliaries has been 
adopted by the LCA's Executive Council. 


The two major principles, adopted by the Council as the basis "on which it wil. 
evaluate all proposed inter-denominational and inter-Lutheran relationships". 
ares . 

1 The evangelical principle; which means that “official relationship with 
interehiurch agencies will be established only with such agencies as are comp= 
osed exclusively of churches which confess Jesus Christ as divine Lord and 
Saviour's and 


ote The representative principle, which means that "in inter-church associati 
the official representatives of churches should never be expected to sit on a 
parity with individuals who represent only themselves or at most organizations 
which are less than churches", EPS, Geneva 


7 “ 
ig bn Sa el 


i 


'No, 19 - 21st May, 1964 5 


ROMAN CATHOLIC STATEMENT 
ON SUDAN EXPULSIONS 


(Nairobi) - Roman Catholic leaders here have issued a detailed reply to Sudanese 


- government Charges that Christian missionaries had created unrest and national 


disunity in the Sudan. 


pA number of expelled missionaries, both Roman Catholic and Protestant, are now 


in Hast Africa and the statement draws on their experiences. 


|The statement sympathises with the Sudan government's problem of integrating 
) a population of four million in the southern Sudan with eight million inhabitants 


»in the northern two-thirds of the million-square-mile country. 


Agreeing that this is a task for the government alone, the Roman Catholic 
leaders said there should be no such external interference unless human rights 


» are violated. 


bit goes on to warn, however, that if the Sudanese government tries to effect 
pthis integration by universally imposing Islam this would be a violation of 


_ the freedom of conscience recognised in the United Nations Charter. 


The statement says that far from entering the Sudan with "colonialist intentions", 
‘one of the first tasks of the missionaries was the creation of seminaries for 


the training of local priests. It regrets that so far only 40 Sudanese have 
been ordained and now they, and one Sudanese bishop,are the only representatives 
of the Roman Catholic Church left in the entire Sudan, (See EPS No. 15) 

| HPS, Geneva 


“RECORD ATTENDANCE AT YUGOSLAV 


PBAPTIST YOUTH CONGRESS 
' (Novi Sad) - A record 786 young people attended the fourth triennial Yugoslav 


Baptist Youth Congress here recently. 


"Forty-two of the youth made a profession of faith in response: to an invitation 
pat the close of one of the worship services. Congress theme was "The Future 


“Belongs to Youth". 


Dr. John Allen Moore, director of Kuropean Baptist Press Service, one of four 


sioreign visitors, reported that the three-day congress closed with "an enthus-_ 


fiastic service of over four hours, without intermission" and that "all avail- 
able seats were occupied". 


Bofferings during the congress totalled 135,000 dinars ($180) approximately double 


Bthat contributed at the last meéting in 1961, 


‘The first post-war all-Yugoslavia Baptist youth gathering was in 1955,, and 
Ptheré was a second in 1958. In other years there were district youth con- 
Brerences.. The youth congress is the only mass meeting of Yugoslav Baptists, 
‘as the Baptist Union annual meeting is a small conference of official delegates 
efrom the churches. 


ie 


SBaptist churches in Yugoslavia report a total membership of 3,600. 
EPS, Geneva 
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KUROPEAN BROADCAST 
SPECIALISTS MEET 


(Arnoldshain, Germany ) - Some 100 European religious broadcasting specialists 
meeting here have mapped plans for closer cooperation and exchange of infor- 
mation. 


The meeting was the European Conference of the World Association for Christian 


Broadcasting. The majority of the participants, who came from ten countries, 
were professional broadcasters, 


A major decision was to: set up under Association auspices a scheme to coordinat 
Protestant programming on hurovision, the continent-wide television hook-up, an 
to exchange information on possible Eurovision offers, A main feature of the 
meeting was the showing of recent religious TV programmes, 


In a three-day session held concurrently with the European specialists meeting, 
the WACB's 15-member Executive Committee laid plans for a research study of the 
use of medium and short wave transmitters in Africa. 


It named Dr. John Bachman, professor in audio-visual techniques at Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, to carry out the study. 


The Committee also outlined plans for various projects to train Asians, African 
and Latin Americans in radio programming. 


A discussion on the nature of the relationships with various international 
organizations resulted in the decision that "fraternal" relationships be sought 
with the World-Council of Churches and the United Bible societies, and that 
"corporate membership" should be exchanged with The International. Christian 
Broadcasters, 


The Committee also approved continuation of its Programme Information Rxchange 
service launched in January, and voted to issue a Spanish edition of its . 
official periodical, At present this appears in English and German. 


WACB chairman is Lutheran Bishop Fridtjov Birkeli, of Stavanger, Norway. 
Appointed recently as first Executive Director was the Rev. EF. H. Robertson, 
of London. 


The meeting was the first held by the Executive Committee since WACB!s for- 
mation in Limuru, Nairobi, in May, 1963.. . EPS, Geneva 


AMERICAN BAPTISTS, DISCIPLES 
IN 'EXPLORATORY! UNION TALKS 


(Indianapolis) - Representatives of the American Baptist Convention and the 
International Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) held an 
exploratory union conversation here and agreed to continue the discussions, 


A joint statement issued at the conolusion of the meeting said the participants 
agreed to meet again for detailed examination of three areas "on which there 
seemed to be the greatest differences of understanding". 


These were listed as "the nature and seope of church unity, the connotation of. 
a regenerate church membership, and the meaning of the ordinances of baptism 
and communion". EPS, Geneva 
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TOTAL MISSION NEEDS RE-~THINKING, 
DR. COOKE TELLS U.S. PRESBYTERIANS 


(Oklahoma City) - There is apparent reluctance to let the new churches in the 
new lands work out Christian unity in their own Situations, Dr. Leslie BE. 
Cooke, an associate general secretary of the World Council of Churches and 
director of its Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, told 
the Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA Were. 


"National denominationalism, from which the World Council lifted us’ by bringing 
us into a world fellowship, begins to be Superseded by denominationalism on a 
world scale", the WCC executive said. 


Dr. Cooke said that the three Situation Conferences in‘Asia last year on Joint 
Action for Mission had revealed that it was not simply theological questions 
which stood in the way, but questions of financial support from overseas and 
of relationships with mother churches. 


"It seems that not until political. revolution cuts the umbilical cords’, as in 
Cuba,.are the churches ready to face joint action in evangelism ecumenically 
conceived - then it is: often too late", Dr. Cooke said, "Are we seriously 
ready to re-think our total missionary task ?" 


Speaking on "The Call and the Crisis of the Movement for Renewal", he suggested 
that one method of evangelism is to demonstrate that Christians are concerned 
not only.about need but about its causes, and that they can mobilize technical 
competence to deal with these, and can work in harmony with secular movements, 
governmental, and inter-governmental organizations. 


"The impression cannot be escaped,'’ he said, "that for the most part the tides 
of the world's life flow past our church doors largely unaffected by what goes 
on behind them; and who can complain, since so often what is going on has no 
relevance, no point of contact with what is happening in the world. 


"Often I have the impression that we Christians are preoccupied with answering 
questions men are not asking, fighting sham battles on fields over which the 
real conflict passed long ago. . 


"By acknowledging the rightness of the struggle for freedom and economic and 
social justice which is causing the social revolution in so many lands, and by 
penetrating these new societies with a Christian service which is technically 
competent, the Church may look for renewal, 


"The renewed Church is the Church which knows it can stand before God only: by 
Standing inthe world, and can stand in the world only because it stands béfore 
God. This is the crisis of renewal which faces us." HPS, Geneva 


RUSSIAN VISIT TO DENMARK SEEN 
STIMULATING CONTACTS 


(Copenhagen) = Favorable impressions left by the recent visit of a delegation 
of the Russian Orthodox Church to the Danish Lutheran Church are expected to 
Create an atmosphere for increasing contacts between the two churches, 


Led by Metropolitan Pimen, the five-man delegation made a week!s visit in mide 
April; it was the first official visit ever made to Denmark by a Russian 
Orthodox group. 


Among the possibilities mentioned for greater future contacts are the sending 


of Russian theologians to Danish theological faculties, the exchange of students, 
and the introduction of a theological correspondence, EPS, Geneva 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP SEES 
REFORM AS BRAZIL'S GREATEST NEED 


(Recife) - Dom Helder Camara, the newly appointed Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Olinda and Recife, in his first public speech following his appointment, 
said here that in Brazil everyone understands and proclaims the necessit 
of basic reform, 3 


"There was considerable mistrust with regard to those who were to execute 

the reforms, and above all there was a fear of Communist infiltration", he 
Said. But now, he declared, in an obvious reference to the recent right 
wing military coup which deposed Braziliam President Goulart, "the situation 
has changed; let there be no delay in the coming of these awaited reforms..." 


Dom Helder, who was previously Assistant Archbishop of Rio de Janeiro where 
he was noted for his aid to slum dwellers, added; 


"If we wish to go to the root of our social ills wea must help the country to 
break the vicious circle of underdevelopment and poverty...and we must not 
be afraid of good ideas even if they have been wrongly exploited... Develop- 
“ment presupposes an awakening of conscience, an awakening of public feeling, 
an awakening of culture, self-promotion, and technical planning. The 
church does not place herself on the side-lines of history: she lives in 
the heart of history through the lives of her free, adult, and responsible 
laymen, 


."The best way to combat falsehood is to liberate the elements of truth 
therein imprisoned. When. falsehood is deprived of the truth it: conceals, 

it loses its seductive power and inner consistency. Let us have the seren- 
ity of spirit and Christian courage to save ideas which are just, even though 
they are incarnated in expressions which at the moment sound almost like 
forbidden and ugly words. ‘Popular culture', 'conscientization', 'self- 
promotion! are perhaps terms which must be temporarily forgotten until they 
are changed... 


"But we cannot abandon the banner of just causes because they have been 

raised by the wrong hands. How can we fear movements which are only of 
interest to genuine democracy and can only be realized in régimes which 

respect liberty? How can we fear movements which are essentially pro- 

foundly Christian?" : 


In a reference to his new diocese which is universally known as an area of 
grave inequalities and profound social tensions, the new Archbishop 
'declared:' "Let us unite around the decision to make the Northeast the 
anticipation of the Brazil of tomorrow, the preview of the new Latin 
America... This is why I am not content to ask employers and workers, rich 
and poor, Right and Left, believers and unbelievers to agree to a mere 
truce, It is necessary for us confidently to open ourselves to an ample 
dialogue. God and history will regard severely a refusal to rebuild the 
world, | EPS, Geneva 
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VATICAN SETS UP PANEL 
TO CONSULT NON-CHRISTIANS 


(Rome) - Pope Paul VI has announced that he will soon create a new Vatican 
secretariat for closer relations with non-Christians throughout. the world, 


He named as head of the new secretariat 69-year-old Paolo Cardinal Marella, 
Italian-born Archpriest of St. Peter's Basilica, former apostolic delegate 

to Australia and Japan and the Pope's special envoy last month to the opening 
of the New York World's Fair. 


The Pope made his announcement in a Pentecost address to 20 Cardinals and 6,000 


student priests from 80 nations in St. Peter's, 


"In actual reality", the Pope said, "the catholicity of the Church is still 
enormously deficient. Innume rable peoples and entire continents are still 
outside Christian evangelism. 


"Catholicism is insufficient and suffering. The great part of mankind has not 
yet received the Pentecostal message", 


The Pope added that, with the new secretariat, "no pilgrim, no matter how far. 
away his country, either religiously or geographically, will be considered a 


foreigner in Romel, EPS, Geneva 


A.M.E. CONFERENCE ENDORSES 
SPEED ON UNION PLAN 


(Cincinnati) - The African Methodist Episcopal Church(AME) adopted a resolution 
at its Quadrennial General Conference here calling for speedy completion of 


' plans for union with two other Methodist Negro bodies. 


They are the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church and the Christian Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. The AME Church, with some 1,500,000 members, is the 
largest of the three. The Zion Church has 770,000 rant car te and the CME 
about 450,000, 


Present union plans have a target date of 1968. The three denominations have 
similar backgrounds, history,and doctrine, as well as forms of worship, struce 
ture, and policy. 


During the sessions the AME Church received an invitation conveyed by Bishop 
Reuben H. Mueller, president of the Evangelical United Brethren Church, to 
unite with his church and The Methodist Church. 


“Union talks between the Methodist and BUB churches have been going on for sev- 


eral years. 


The Methodist Quadrennial General Conference, just concluded, instructed its 
Commission on Church Union to make known the "willingness of The Methodist 


Church to enter into union discussions" with the other Methodist bodies in 
the United States, It singled out particularly the three Negro Methodist 


~churches. 


It was not known whether Bishop Mueller spoke officially for The Methodist 


Church, as well as his own church,in issuing the invitation. 


; Bishop Mueller, who is also president of the National Council of Churches, asked 


the Negro church to join in "formation of an organic union that should make 


unity a true reality". EPS, Geneva 
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TEN THOUSAND AT MELBOURNE 
ECUMENICAL MISSION 


(Melbourne ) ~ More than 10,000 persons braved wintry weather here to attend 
sessions of this city's first Ecumenical Mission. 


The three-day Mission, which coincided with the observance of the Week of 

Prayer for the Unity of all Christian Peoples, was organized by the Catho- 
lic Evidence Guild with the support of the Victorian Council of Churches. 

It featured prominent Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish speakers, and 
received widespread press, radio, and TV coverage. 


The Mission chairman, the Governor of Victoria, Sir Edmund Herring, told 
3,000 persons attending the first evening's programme that "disunity among 
Christians had been the devil's trump card" and that the Mission was helping 
"to pluck that card from his hands", . 


Speakers included Roman Catholic Archbishop Leonard Raymond of Nagpur, India, 
a member of the Vatican Commission for the Promotion of Christian Unity, and 
Dr. Frank Woods, Anglican Archbishop of Melbourne. Archbishop Woods called- 
the Mission "an important step" towards Christian Unity. EPS, Geneva — 


DANE WHO "PREACHED POLITICS" 
IS SENT INTO RETIREMENT 


(Copenhagen) - The Rev. Harald Sébye, who was suspended from his pastorate . 
in the national Lutheran Church this spring for preaching politics, has been 
placed in retirement by the Danish Ministry of Church Affairs. 


Aside from his retirement pension, the 55-year-old pastor has been deprived 
of all privileges of the clergy office in his church. 


Pastor Sdbye's suspension and subsequent removal were precipitated by an 

Easter Monday sermon in which he expounded the values of socialism and used 

such expressions as "down with royalty" and "long live the revolution". 
EPS, Geneva 


LWF NAMES REPRESENTATIVES 
TO VATICAN COUNCIL SESSION 


(Geneva) - Three delegate observers will represent the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration at the third session of the Vatican Council this autumn, it was 
announced here by the LWF executive secretary, Dr. Kurt Schmidt~Clausen. 


Two of them will be in continuous attendance: Dr. Warren A. Quanbeck, 
professor of systematic theology at Luther Theological Seminary in St. Paul, 


Minn., USA, and the Rt. Rev. Sven Silén, Bishop of Vasteras of the Church 
of Sweden. . 


The third place will be occupied alternately by: Dr. Vilmos Vajta of | 
Geneva, director of the LWF Department of Theology; Dr. K.E. Skydsgaard, 
professor of systematic theology at the University of Copenhagen; and Dr. 
George: A. Lindbeck, research professor of the Lutheran Foundation for Inter- 
Confessional Research in Strasbourg, France. . EPS, Geneva 
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CONGREGATIONAL UNION VOTES 
TO BECOME NATIONAL CHURCH 


(London) - The Congregational Union of England and Wales has voted at its 
annual meeting here to become a national church instead of continuing as 
merely an association of local congregations. 


Bight years in the making, the plan provides for a "covenanted fellowship" 
to strengthen the 200,000 Congregationalists! unity of purpose and action. 


During debate on the proposal it was pointed out that about 2,000 congrega- 
tions were in favour of the action and only 39 opposed. 


It also was noted that the present "independence" of local churches has 
become "interdependence" and that in many areas, such as finances and the 
support of ministers, they are acting together as one church. 


In another session the Union's new chairman declared that a sharp decline in 
the strength and resources of Congregational churches in the last 60 years 
demands new experiments in shared ministries with other churches, 


The Rev. J.A. Figures said in his inaugural address that while the general 
population has increased, Congregationalists today number only 1 in 130 
persons, as compared with 1 in .38 in 1903. 


While "size is not everything", he said, "Congregationalists must not go on 
trying to maintain a... denominational front that is beyond their power 
and .e. long out of date." EPS, Geneva 


POPE'S CONCERN FOR NATIONALISTS 
FACING DEATH IN SOUTH AFRICA 


(United Nations, N.Y.) - A United Nations committee has been assured by the 
Vatican that Pope Paul VI will do all within his power to save nationalist 
leaders facing possible death sentences in South Africa. (EPS No. 18) 


In a letter to Guinea's Ambassador Diallo Telli, head of the UN Special 
Commission on the Policies of Apartheid, Amleto Cardinal Cicognani, Vatican 
Secretary of State, said the pontiff “is not failing to use his good offices, 
as he has done in the past in similar circumstances, within the linits of 
possibilities open to him and in a manner in keeping with his spiritual 
mission...!' 


The ll-member nation committee had sought Pope Paul's intervention, citing 
mass trials going on in South Africa based on charges of violation of the 
nation's Sabotage Act. One report indicates that more than 3,000 Africans 
have been arrested under the Act. EPS, Geneva 


NATIONAL CHURCH WILL BE ASKED 
TO ORIENT NEW MISSIONARIES 


(Morelia, Mexico) - New American missionaries to Mexico will be oriented by 
the National Presbyterian Church of Mexico, if the Mexican church agrees, 
according to a "most significant" action taken at the annual meeting of the 
Presbyterian US Mexico Mission here. 


The 31 Presbyterian US missionaries voted to request the national church to 

undertake the orientation of new missionaries. In the past, the US mission 

has directed their orientation, after a year of language study in Costa Rica. 
ETS, Geneva 
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RC HIERARCHY STATEMENT ON 
BIRTH CONTROL EVOKES DISCUSSION 


(London) - Considerable discussion has been evoked by the recent statement of 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy of England and Wales denouncing the use of all 
contraceptives as family planning measures (BPS No. 18). 


fhe Church of England Newspaper declared that the ruling "will command little 
sympathy" outside the Roman Catholic communion. 


Noting that man is "already elsewhere busily occupied ... in frustrating natur 
laws" in such actions as shaving his beard, spanning a river, or ploughing 
@ field, it declared: 


"Protestant Christians may rejoice that they are not in bondage to dubious 
traditions and authoritarian pronouncements in an area of family life where 
enlightened Christian decisions are called for’ 


The. Methodist Recorder, commenting that the statement had left the door open 
to possible approval of a pill, still to be developed, which would make the 
time of ovulation predictable, said: "The logic which would permit this and 
forbid the other is getting too fine-spun to. be realistic." 


Catholic reaction was reflected by the Catholic Herald, which declared editor~ 
lally: "The bishops! statement on contraception does not enter into the finer 
points of the current debate on birth control, but it comes as an invaluable 


counterbalance at this moment. It reassures us that the church stands firm 


in her Christ-given authority, It is compassionate. It offers a fresh, if 
austere, guarantee to those who are sorely pressed by the problems of family 
life in modern conditions. lt i8,in the nature of a call to/armss" 


In Boston, Mass., USA, Leo Joseph Cardinal Suenens, Roman Catholic Primate of 
Belgium predicted eventual acceptance by the Roman Catholic Church of the pill 
that would aid family planning by making the time of ovulation predictable. 
He said that such a pill is nearing perfection and that its use would conform 
to the Ghurch's doctrine on birth control. 


Noting that population increase is becoming a major problem throughout the 


world, he observed that the church must accept this new situation. He added: 
"There are really two questions involved. One is medical, the other moral. 


Medically the question is whether the pill in question is a direct sterilizing 
agent or whether it merely regularizes natural functions, so that a woman will 
know three or four days in advance when she is able to conceive a child. The 
moral answer depends on the medical answer." EPS, Geneva 


LEADERS OF OTHER CHURCHES AT 
ANGLICAN ARCHBISHOP'S ENTHRONMEANT 


(Capetown) - Leaders of both the Roman Catholic and the Dutch Reformed ¢hurche: 
were among the some 1,200 persons attending the enthronment in St. George's. 
Cathedral here of Dr. Robert Selby Taylor, the new Anglican Archbishop of 
Capetown, However, South African government officials were conspicuous by 
their absence, despite the fact that special invitations had been sent to 


Premier Dr. H. F. Verwoerd and other high--ranking officials. Dr. Taylor-1e 


an avowed opponent of the government!s apartheid policies. 


In his address from the pulpit, Dr. Taylor, formerly Bishop of Grahamstown, 
avoided any mention of apartheid or any political topic. He appealed for 


- support of the ecumenical movement, and described Christian unity as the most 


important task facing Christendom. : EPS, Geneva 


" 
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CONSULTATION STUDIES ECUMENICAL 
STRATEGY IN ACADEMIC WORLD 


(Geneva) - A re- -examination of the ways in which Student Christian Movements 
and the World Student Christian Federation perform their tasks in a changing 
academic world was called for by an international consultation here. 


Some 30 SCM and church leaders, university professors, administrators, and 
students, took part in the week-long meeting sponsored by the Federation. 
Consultation theme was "An Boumenical Strategy in -the Academic World". 


The "goal" of ecumenical strategy, put in human terms, was defined by the 
consultation as "to be an increasingly faithful and meaningful Christian 
presence in all areas of academic life and work". 


Consultation participants recognized that any realistic strategy for Christ~- 
ian presence and participation in the academic world must understand that 
"the 19th century university has come to an end essentially under the impact 
of its own understanding of man's autonomy and rationality in the pursuit of 
truth... The end ... has been hastened, however, by the efforts -.and paren 
cussions of external forces GN political, military, and economic): 
which actually were first nourished partly by the universities themselves. 
The modern 20th century universities all over the world must be seen as the 
outcome of this development." 


The consultation reminded members of the Federation "that chao nian Have too 
often and-too long regarded science and technology - especially technology ~ 
as something alien, less important religiously and more threatening than the. 
familiar humanistic disciplines such as history or philosophy. Science and 


technology may indeed contain and produce dangers (as do philosophy and 


theology), but antagonism and hostility must not be the Christian stance, 
for these disciplines are great currents of human creativity and liberty", 
it declared. "Attitudes of hope and joy are more appropriate in relation 
to the institutions and work of technology.” 


The consultation added: "It is because biblical faith is a historic fait 
that we can face the changes of the university, and the new obedience that 
change demands of us, in the knowledge that change is a fundamental feature 
of history which is in movement, and in the faith that this movement has its 
meaning and end in the purpose of God for the reconciliation and renewal of 
all things in Jesus Christ." 


GERMAN CARDINAL ASKS 
MUTUAL. PRAYER 


(Munich) - Julius Cardinal Doepfner, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Munich, in 
his Pentecost sermons, said that Christians should pray for one another and 
rediscover true ecumenical charity. 


He added that to be faithful to their church today Roman Catholics must be 


open to all those who call upon the name of Jesus Christ. He: quoted from 
the Pentecost message of the Presidents of the World Council of Churches. 
EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH EDITOR CONTINUES ECUMENICAL 
NEWS, DESPITE LOSS OF SOME READERS 


(Toronto) - Many subscriptions to the United Church Observer have been can- 
celled over the past year because of reports carried about ecumenical relations 
with the Roman Catholic Church, Dr. A. C. Forrest, editor, revealed here, 


In the May lst edition Dr. Forrest said, however, that he was still of the 
opinion that most readers were pleased to read news of the ecumenical movement. 


"We have enough. confidence in the judgment of the 530,000 subscribers who 
continue to take the Observer not to fear the faith of our fathers will be 
undermined by looking for all the good we can find in our Catholic brethren", 
he said. EPS, Geneva 


CONGO SCHOOL REPORTS UNUSUALLY 
LARGE WOMEN'S ENROLMENT 


(Bibanga, Congo) - The Presbyterian secondary school here reports an unpreceden 
tedly large percentage of women in its student body. Of a total enrolment 
of 186 for the current year, 44 are women. 


This ratio - almost one in four - represents, according to one Presbyterian U.S 
missionary-teacher, a significant step forward in a culture where the formal 
education of women has been considered unnecessarye 


The four-year school is one of three Presbyterian secondary schools in the 
Kasai, an area where such schools are few. There were only about 100 secondar 
school graduates in the Kasai last year. An estimated 50,000 primary school 
graduates are unable to attend secondary schools because of the critical short- 
age of schools and teachers. HPS, Geneva 


IRISH ANGLICANS APPROVE 
DISCUSSIONS ON UNITY 


(Dublin) - Some 600 delegates to the General Synod of the Church of Ireland 
(Anglican) have adopted, with only one dissenting vote, a resolution approving 
the initiation of aacaede ane with the Presbyterian Church in Ireland and the 
Methodist Church in Ireland with a view to the promotion of unity. 


The resolution, prepared by the House of Bishops, was presented by Dr. James 
McCann, Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of All-Ireland, in a departure from 
the prepared text of his presidential address. 


Greeted with resounding applause the resolution was seconded by Dr. George 
Otto Simms, Archbishop of Dublin, who said the House of che al decision had 
been reached with "a good deal of deliberation". 


In his presidential message Archbishop McCann said the current climate of 
opinion was "strongly in favour of the drawing together of those who bear the 
mane of Christ", . HPS, Geneva 
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CHANGE IN RUSSIAN CHURCH 
REPRESENTATION TO WCC 


(Geneva) - Bishop Vladimir, who has served as representative of the Russian 
Orthodox Church to World Council of Churches headquarters here since early 
1963, has left the post to become Bishop of Voronezh and Lipetsk in the USSR. 


His successor is Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy, who had previously held the 
position from March, 1962, to the end of that year. 


In a farewell speech to WCC staff and friends here Bishop Vladimir said that 
his change in assignment did not mean he would be leaving the ecumenical 
movement, but that he would still seek to be a part.of it, especially wt 
telling ye new parishioners about the WCC and its work. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, the WCC's general secretary, paid tribute to Bishop 
Vladimiris service to the WCC. He said the WCC was grateful that the 
"style" of his representation had not been in the "secular ambassadorial" 
vein, but that he had established a relationship of "a representative of one 
church of Christ to a body which seeks to bring the churches together". 


Bishop Emilianos, the representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate to the 
wcc, also praised him as "an admirable witness to what his church econ 
believes", 


The new representative, Archpriest Borovoy, is professor on leave from the 
Orthodox Theological Academy in Leningrad, a position he has held since 1955. 
He has been a member of the Department of Inter-Church Relations of the 
Moscow Patriarchate since 1959. EPS, Geneva 


ARCHBISHOP JOINS 

LABOUR UNION 

(Jerusalem) - The Greek Catholic Archbishop of Galilee, Mgr. Georges Hakim, 
and fifty priests and religious of his diocese, have joined the Israeli labour 
union "Histradrouth". One of the union's main aims is the development of 

; Israel. 


The Archbishop said he intended the action to illustrate the church's concern 
for the working class. EPS, Geneva 


8 IN BRIEF 


; The Archbishop of Canterbury has announced that the commission to be set up 
; to study relations of the Anglican Communion with the Roman Catholic Church 
will be chaired by Canon John Norman Kelly, of Oxford. Its membership will 
' include five English bishops, two Welsh bishops, four deans, and a number of 
'  eanons and priests. 


* * * 


countries by Lutheran World Relief during April, the overseas material aid 
agency of the participating church bodies of the National Lutheran Council, 


: | 
Nearly $1,000,000 in food, clothing, and medicines was sent to nine overseas 
USA. 

cg 


* * * 


The National Peace Council of Bulgaria has given an honorary diploma to 
Orthodox Metropolitan Nikodim of Sliven in recognition of his activities to 
promote peace, 

* xX * 


SS 
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A German churches' donation of $25,000 for the establishment of three 
treatment centres in Jordan for severely dehydrated refugee children has 
been transmitted by the Lutheran World federation to the United Nations’ 


Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees. Donor of the funds was 


"Bread for the World", an agency of the German Protestant churches. 


* * * 


For the first time in its history the Belgian post office is issuing a 
Series of stamps carrying a surcharge whose proceeds will go to a Protestant 
charity. The funds will be used to build a Reformed church and community 
centre in the heart of Brussels. The motif of the three stamps also is 
Protestant; each portrays an important Protestant figure in Belgian history. 


* * * 


The Vatican Pontifical Commission for Biblical Studies has issued a Lengthy 
instruction approving the application of modern methods of histcrical 
research in the study and interpretation of the Bible. 


¥ * * 


Some 30 pastors attending the 1964 pastors! conference of *e Spanish Baptist 
Union in Barcelona gave concentrated study to stewardship and evangelism. 
They also drew up plans for simultaneous evangelistic crusades to be held 

in October, 1965. ( 


Case * 


A three-member official delegation of the Hungarian Lutheran Church visited 
Austria last week. The visit was made on the invitation of Lutheran Bishop 
D. Gerhard May, who had visited Hungary earlier. 


* * * 


Six Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish groups are cooperating in finding 
new apartments for families displaced by public improvements in New York - 
LG ake 


x * * 


Plans have been announced to build a new Methodist centre in the heart of 
Sydney, Australia. The centre, which will serve as headquarters for the 
Methodist Church, will be constructed at a cost of £800,000. The rebuilding 
plans were developed following the destruction by fire in February of the 
preaching auditorium of the Central Methodist Mission. 


eet aa * 


The Star Drivers! Association, an organization of Christian motorists, was 
established recently in England "to make a significant contribution to the 
reduction of road accidents". Membership is open to Christians who have had 
good record as drivers for at least three years, and who will pledge to 

“make good driving a point of honour and a moral obligation". 


x * * 
A national campaign to collect funds for cancer relief has been boycotted by 


the Church of Greece on the grounds that the organizers are Freemasons. 
The fund-raising drive is under the patronage of King Constantine. 


* * * 


BHighty-three tent evangelism campaigns will be conducted in West Germany and 


West Berlin this summer by the Evangelical Free Church Union (Baptist). 


* x *% 


c 
Cc 
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Roman Catholic bishops and priests of Argentina and Uruguay meeting near 
Buenos Aires to prepare for the third session of Vatican Council II studied 
the pastoral problems of ecumenism. A speaker was Dr. José Miguez Bonino, 
rector of the Evangelical Faculty of Buenos Aires and a Methodist observer 
to the Vatican Council. 


* * * 


Moroccan government authorities have stopped publication of La Verdad (The 
Truth), a monthly newspaper published in Spanish by the Baptist community 
there. The step was taken as part of measures directed against all foreign 
press, particularly non-Moslem publications. The Moroccan Baptists have 
said they plan to continue publication in another country, possibly Spain. 


* * * 


The Protestant brotherhood community at Taizé, France, has held a meeting on 
"Revival Protestantism". Participants were Pentecostals and Plymouth 
Brethren, and members of the Salvation Army and various evangelism societies. 


* * * 


The Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) has announced it will build an 
ecumenical centre for the city of Rotterdam, the Netherlands. Its action 
is a part of the programme of repentance German churches have supported 
since World War II. Rotterdam was levelled by German air raids in 1940. 
Teams of 25 to 30 volunteers will work on the construction, each for periods 
of as long as 12 months, 


* % cA 


Closer cooperation between the Southern and American (formerly Northern) 
Baptist Conventions has been urged by the official publication of the North 
Carolina Baptist State Convention. 


* * * 


An estimated 23,000 Dutch Roman Catholic and Protestant youth - the largest 
ecumenical gathering ever held in the Netherlands ~ attended recent cele- 
brations in Utrecht marking the 150th anniversary of the Netherlands Bible 
Society. Special collections taken will be used to finance publication of 
the Bible in local languages for young Christians in the Cameroon, 


% * * 


some 800 Roman Catholics - priests, nuns, organists, and choirmasters - 
joined members and the choir of St. Paul's Protestant Episcopal Church, 
Cleveland, Ohio, USA, in a recent ecumenical "hymn-sing". A Roman Catholic 
spokesman said the purpose of the "sing" was to "bring to the attention of 
‘Roman Catholics the excellent compilation of music in the 1940 Episcopalian 
Hymnal, much of which echoes the prayers of our Catholic Mass and is appro- 
priate for our use", 


* * * 


British churches have been enlisted by the government in a campaign to alle- 

viate the horring shortage. Christian communities forming local housing 

associations will be entitled to government loans for approved housing projects 
EPS, Geneva 


NOTICH TO EDITORS: A new set of photographs of conditions in the Mississippi 
Delta Area (USA) where the National Council of Churches is conducting an aid 
project, for which financial aid is being requested from WCC member churches, 
_is available from the WCC in Geneva (150 route de Ferney) or New York (475 
_ Riverside Drive, New York 10027). 
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RUSSIAN NOVICES WILL JOIN 
MONASTERY AT MOUNT ATHOS 


(Athens) - Archimandrite Juvenaliy, head of the Russian Orthodox Mission 
in Jerusalem, has announced here that eighteen novices from the USSR will 
join the Russian Orthodox monastery at Mount Athos, Greece. 


The Archimandrite made the announcement after a visit to the monastery 
whose members number only a few elderly monks. 


He said the transfer would be made in order to inject "new blood" into 
the monastery's life. 


Before 1917 there were more than 1,000 monks in the Russian community at 
Mount Athos. 


The Archimandrite also has announced that the Archbishop of Athens and All 
Greece, Archbishop Chrysostomos, will visit Moscow in November at the 
invitation of the Russian Patriarch. EPS, Geneva 


tblished weekly under auspices : World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
fomen’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education + United Bible Societies 


lé aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
ements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 
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AMERICAN YWCA ACTION ON 
MEMBERSHIP POLICY CLARIFIED 


(Geneva) - The YWCA of the USA, concerned that a decision of its recent National 
Convention in Cleveland regarding membership and voting rights has received some 
inaccurate or misleading publicity, both nationally and internationally, has 
published a message from its president, Mrs. Archie D. Marvel, clarifying the 
Convention's action. 


"We made a substantial change in our membership policy by .opening voting priv- 
ileges to all members 17 years of age or over", Mrs. Marvel wrote. "The formerx 
policy required that a member in order to vote signify her assent to the follow- 
ing declarations: 


‘Together with other members of the YWCA, I desire to belong to this fellowship 
and to share in the responsibility for the realisation of the purpose.! 


"Now, this assent is no longer required." 


She added that this decision, made after years of discussion locally and nation- 
ally, was "the result of the realisation in local Association practice that 
responsible, meaningful membership develops out of experiences of growth and 
understanding" of which the privilege of voting is an important part. 


The message continued: "But the most significant provision in the new member- 
ship policy-is that-which safeguards the integrity and nature of the movement. 
This is the absolute requirement - more explicit than ever before - that the 
board of directors, the members of the nominating committee and standing commit- 
tees, and voting delegates to convention - those most responsible for the life 
and action of the Association, lécally and nationally - must accept individual 
responsibility for furthering the purpose in the life of the Association. This 
requirement not‘only provides a safeguard to assure our remaining an organizatio 
clearly centred around a Christian purpose, but adds the strength of personal 
acceptance of responsibility. In addition, the board of directors and the 
professional staff are to be held responsible for making possible the growth, of 
members toward understanding the purpose of the Association and sharing in its 
realisation," 


Mrs. Marvel further stressed that the change in membership policy must be viewed 
in the light of other Convention actions, She mentioned particularly those 
specifying that; the training of staff and volunteers include better teaching 
in the meaning of the Christian faith and its relevance for our day;. that - 

high priority be given in YWCA programmes to the provision of opportunities for 
members to increase their knowledge of the Christian faith "as a basis for 
discerning life's meaning, for making responsible personal decisions, and for 
engaging in civic responsibility and social action"; and that establishing a 
commission to give nationwide consideration to the YWCA as a Christian movement 
in this day. 


The purpose of this commission will be to examine "what changes are demanded by 
us as an organization centred around a Christian purpose and holding within its 
fellowship a wide divergence of religious experience". 


Mrs. Marvel concluded: "Our courage to face this openly may lead us to new 
understanding of how God may be seeking to use us and our movement." 
EPS, Gemeva 
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DANISH LEADER IN 
TRIBUTE TO WCC 


(Copenhagen) - A leader of the Danish Mission Covenant Church has paid tribute 
to the World Council of Churches for its influence in helping build better 
relations between his church and the national Lutheran Church of Denmark, 


Pastor E. Rostd, writing in a recent issue of his church's publication, said 
that "through their membership and contacts with the World Council of Churches 
the best men in the Church of Denmark have acknowledged that the right to exist 
and work for the extension of their faith, which they claimed for the minority 
Lutheran churches in Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox countries, with their 
established churches, ought also to be granted, in the name of truth and jus- 
tice, to the small Free Churches in their own country". 


He added that "this has created a different atmosphere, which we have valcen « 
note of in recent years", 


The Danish Mission Covenant Church has on various occasions issued "statements 
of principle" against WCC membership. | EPS, Geneva 


REPORT CALLS FOR UNITY OF 
U.S, ANGLICANS AND ORTHODOX 


(New York) - Recommendations for the promotion of mutual recognition of their 


-common faith and for work towards unity of the Anglican and Orthodox communions 


in the United States are made in a report submitted to Protestant Hpiscopal 
leaders here, 


The report was presented to a meeting of the church's Joint Commission on 
Cooperation with the Eastern and Old Catholic churches. The Commission is 
preparing a statement for submission to the church's General Convention in 
October. 


A spokesman described the "business of the commission" as "to increase our 
mutual understanding and to strengthen our common efforts in church and public 
Larter siee" BPS, Geneva 


RELIGIOUS LEADERS CONDEMN 
S. AFRICAN DETENTION LAW 


(Johannesburg) - Anglican, Methodist, and Congregational leaders at an ‘inter- 
racial meeting here demanded immediate repeal of South Africa's 90-day detention 
law when it comes up for parliamentary review June 30. 


"Sweeping people into prison without trial and without allowing them access to 
the outside world is treating them as things, not people", said Dr. Leslie E. 
Stradling, Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg. "There are many objections to 
this clause of the General Law Amendment Act, but this is the fundamental one." 


The Rev. D. P. Dugmore, of the Methodist Church, said that "it is because we 
are all concerned for the long-term safety of the state that we seriously 
question, with all due respect, the wisdom of the suspension of the rule of law", 


The Rev. Clifford Welch, of the Congregational Church, said the 90-day detention 
clause posed a moral challenge which the church cannot ignore, 
EPS, Geneva 
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PROTESTANT CHURCHES FINED 
FOR ILLEGAL COLLECTION 


(Tananarive ) - By the ruling of the local court of Brickaville, Madagascar, a 
fine of 15,000 Frs. Malgaches(US $60) has been imposed for the making of an 
unauthorised collection at a church service. 


The local minister and the Rev. Titus Razendrahasina, president of the Nationa: 
Christian Council, and a member of the Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches were cited in the summons. The collection, which had been calle 
for by the National Christian Council, was on behalf of the weekly Protestant 
newspaper, Fanasina. 


The case was brought as a result of an order handed down at the time of the 
recent strike of bank clerks when collections were taken in the churches on 
behalf of the strikers and their dependents. This order made it illegal to 
take collections in churches, other than for the support of the ministry and 
the upkeep of the buildings, without special authorisation of provincial 
authorities, This order, which had obvious political undertones, has not bee: 


generally applied as this would mean a crippling of all united work of the 
church if applied, 


In the Brickaville case it seems likely that the reason for the application of 
the order was the fact that the collection was on behalf of the funds of a4 
newspaper which is noted for its outspoken criticism of certain government 
actions. 


The defendants are understood to be appealing against the sentence which meanc 
that the casé is likely to be tried in the capital here where a great deal of 


interest already has been aroused concerning the-case. Official churen teamed: 
here see the government's action as an attempt to interfere with the freedom 
of the churches to order their own affairs. EPS, Geneva 


UNITY GAINS SEEN 


RESTING ON UNDERSTANDING 


(Chicago) - An inter-faith panel discussion on "Unity in the World of Religion! 
was told here that theologians forging links among Protestants, Roman Catholic 
and Jews may find that no one understandstheir message, 


Dr. Joseph Sittler of the University of Chicago Divinity School, one of the fo 
participants in the panel, said that "contemporary man believes in the methods 
tools, and materials of this world and the old vocabulary of grace, redemption 
sanctification, and ultimate purpose of life is being eroded. 


"How strange it would bet', he said, "if the unity of Christ's “hurch could be 


achieved, and then a new relationship formed with the people of Abraham, so 
that there is a common religion in Western civilization, and then we discover 


that the language in which we will announce our achievement of the recovered 
and united faith is no longer understood by the people." EPS, Geneva 
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OBSERVERS NAMED TO 
VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Geneva) - Two international church bodies have announced the names of their 
official observers to the third session of the Second Vatican Council, due 
to open in September. 


The World Presbyterian Alliance will be represented by : the Rev. Dr. A. Allen 
McArthur of the Church of Scotland, the Rev. Professor Vittorio Subilia of the 
Waldensian Church of Italy, and the Rev. Professor John Newton Thomas of the 
Presbyterian Church U.S. 


The World Convention of Churches of Christ (Disciples) will be represented by : 
Dr. W. B. Blakemore, dean of the Disciples Divinity House at the University of 
Chicago, and Dr. W. G. Baker, lecturer in practical theology at the Scottish 
Congregational College, Edinburgh, Scotland. EPS, Geneva 


NEW UNITED COLLEGE 
PLANNED FOR WEST INDIES 


(Kingston, Jamaica) - Representatives of the governing bodies of eleven Carib- 
bean churches, meeting in a three-day conference in Kingston, Jamaica, have 
Signed an agreement to establish a United Theological College of the West Indies 


The college, which will be supported by churches of an exceptionally broad 
denominational range, will be situated in Kingston near the campus of the Univ- 
ersity of the West. Indies, and will share certain facilities with the university 


Construction of the buildings, at a cost of £200,000, will begin this year. 
A grant of £45,000 is being made by the Theological Education Fund of the World 
Council of Churches, 


The churches taking part in the scheme are:- the Anglican Church (Jamaica 
Diocese), the Jamaica Baptist Union, the Methodist Church of the Caribbean and 
the Americas, the Presbyterian Church of Jamaica, the Presbyterian Church in 
Trinidad and Grenada, the Guiana Presbyterian Church, the Congregational Union 
of Jamaica, the Disciples of Christ in Jamaica, the Moravian Church in Jamaica 
the Moravian Church (Eastern West Indies Province), and the Evangelical 
» Lutheran Church of British Guiana. EPS, Geneva 


4 NEW GUINEA CHURCHES 
HOPH FOR UNION. IN 1966 


(Port Moresby, New Guinea) - Four churches in New Guinea have announced that 
they hope ‘to unite in 1966, 


They are the Methodist Church in Melanesia, the Kwato Extension Association, 
the Papua Ekalesia (the independent church resulting from work of the London 
Missionary Society), and the Port Moresby Council of the United Church of 
North Australia. 


The proposal - endorsed by representatives of the four churches - has been 
sent to parent churches and affected mission boards. BPS, Geneva 
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BAN ON CHIEF LUTHULI 
EXTENDED AND MADE MORE SEVERE 


(Durban) - Chief Albert J. Luthuli, 66, Nobel Peace Prize winner and African 
nationalist leader who has devoted his life to seeking a peaceful end to 
apartheid, has been ordered by the South African government to confinement 
in: an African, reserve for: another five years. 


The order was issued under the Suppression of Communism Act. He is charged ~ 
with alleged "activities calculated to‘ further the aims of Communism". 


The new order, served, only a day before the existing five year banwas due to 


expire is considerably stricter. It restricts him to a small area around 
his home and also requires that he have government permission even to go to 
church. It requires that, on threat of imprisonment, no word of his appear 
in any South African magazine or newspaper. © EPS, Geneva 


SOUTHERN BAPTISTS VOTH AGAINST 
PROPOSED NORTH AMERICAN FELLOWSHIP 


(Atlantic City, N.J) ~ The Southern Baptist Convention voted at its annual 
meeting here against participating in the proposed North American Baptist 
Fellowship of seven Baptist bodies in the United States and Canada. 


A two-thirds vote was required for the SBC to become a member of the fellowship 


but the final balloting was 2,771 against, and 2,738 for, participation. 


The fellowship is envisioned as-an annual meeting of representatives of major 
_ Baptist churches for discussion of matters of mutual interest, such as ‘social 


issues, evangelism, missions, history, and doctrine. EPS, Geneve 


ROLE OF NEW VATICAN 
SECRETARIAT DeFINED 


(Vatican City) - The new Vatican Secretariat for Relations with Non-Christians 
Will not be’ an official’ instrument of the Vatican: Council, but will function — 
in an atnosphere consistent with the Council's spirit of pean and understand- 
ing among all believers", an article in Osservatore Romano, the Vatican City 
newspaper said. (EPS No. 19) 


"It is evident", it said, "that today there is need for a new contact with: 
non-Christians, a contact of sympathy and mutual comprehension based certainly 
on studies, but above all on open frankness, thus opening the way to mutual 


esteem and sincere rapprochement and to cordial collaboration in ‘all possible 
fields". 


It noted the the Secretariat will be maintained after the Council is concluded 
and that its main function will be to gather and. evaluate inforriation on the 
subject so that appropriate action may be taken as required. 

EPS, Geneva 
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REFORME PASSES 
1,000 MARK 


(Paris) ~ Réforme, the influential French Protestant weekly, has celebrated ° 
publication of its.1000th issue with a special edition containing articles 67 
prominent church and government leaders. 


Contributors included French Minister of Foreign Affairs, Maurice Couve de 
Murville; and Mr. Gaston Defferre,-mayor of Marseilles and a candidate in 
the forthcoming presidential elections, 


Also Dr. W. A. Visser '+ Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches; . Pastor Charles Westphal, president of the French Protestant Feder- 
ation; Father Yves Congar, 0.P.; and Rev. Charles Bongon, areas of the 
Evangelical MissimarySociety of Paris, 


An editorial written by Pastor Mare Boegner, France's "grand old man" of the 
ecumenical Coe te PEASE Réforme!'s edi vor Albert Finet who started the 
publication in 1945. 


He did this, wrote Pastor Boegner, because he "could not resign himself to 
seeing French Protestantisn, after. five years.of shame, humiliation, endaieccs sr a 
hope, and victorious faith, close itself up in its sanctuaries and remain . 


paralysed by more or less secondary preoccupations dealing with ecclesiastical 


organization while the great work of reconstruction of France and of Hurope, 


the re-establishment of peace and also the great ecumenical task, which took 


on extraordinary momentum at the end of. the war, passed it by", 
EPS, Geneva 


BEA STRESSES BROTHERHOOD 
OF BAPTISED CHRISTIANS 


(Madrid) - Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for 


the Promotion of Christian Unity, in a lecture here declared that "every 


valid baptism, even if conferred outside the Roman Catholic Church, organically 
“unites the baptized person to Christ and to His Mystical Body, the Church, 
and gives him grace as an adopted son of God. 


"Therefore", he added, "all those validly baptized are brothers in Christ", 


‘His audience of more than 1,000 persons included eight local Protestant 
‘pastors, all: of whom had eeoeuvid special: invitations to attend. Among 

them there was the Rev. José Cardona, secretary of the Evangelical Defence 
Commission, a body representing all the major Spanish Protestant denominations 
in their discussions with government authorities concerning their rights and 
legal status. 


‘Mr. Cardona commented later that Cardinal Bea's lecture had been a ‘positive 
“influence on Spanish Roman Catholic leaders with regard to pending government 
legislation regarding Protestants! rights... EPS, Geneva 
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RC THEOLOGIAN SPEAKS 
ON BIRTH CONTROL 


(Berlin) - A Roman Catholic theologian said here that "under certain conditions! 
contraceptive pills could be used as a family planning measure provided the 
couple involved followed "in a reasonable way God!s commandment to be fruitful 
and multiply". 


Professor Waldemar Molinski, who holds the chair of Roman Catholic Theology at 
the Berlin Teachers! Training College, Speaking to an inter-confessional group, 
said there is an increasing recognition in Roman Catholic circles that from the 
ethical standpoint the size of a family or the population of a country should 
not depend upon the laws of biological fertility, but should be determined by 
the medical, eugenic, social, and economic situations pueveriine. 


He noted that the variety of unofficial Roman Catholic views on the question 
is much wider than is usually recognised. 


"The crucial question today", he said, “is not whether birth control is nec- 
essary, but how it is to be carried out''. He added that the problem could 

not be solved merely by adjuring married couples to refrain from intercourse 

as "this is often necessary to strengthen their partnership and to ensure a 
harmonious family life which is an essential condition for the balanced rearing 
of.children". | | 


In his view, he said, it was the responsibility of the two partners in a narriag 
to decide for themselves whether they wished to have children, and how many y 

and that "for the Christian birth control is not only ethically possible but 
ethically essential". EPS, Geneva 


HUNGARY'S 440,000 LUTHERANS ARE 
SERVED BY 430 PASTORS 


(Vienna) - There are only 430 clergymen to serve the 430,000 members of the 
Hungarian Lutheran Church, according to Bishop Zoltan Kaldy of Budapest, who 
visited Austria for a week at the invitation of Protestant denominations. 
(EPS No. 19), 


He said there are 30 theology students at the Baptist Lutheran Acadeny, which 
has five professors and two lecturers on its staff. 


He reported also that religious instruction is given to school children on a 
voluntary basis and that while attendance is good in rural districts it is 
imov. so) ecod!! Gnu the: cities, EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH ROMAN CATHOLIC 
HIERARCHY. RE=ORGANIZES 


(Paris) - France's Roman Catholic hierarchy has taken steps to set up a per- 
manent governing organization. 


Meeting in plenary session here 113 cardinals, archbishops, and bishops approved 
the actions in order to place "the conduct of church affairs on a more democ- 
ratic basis than hitherto". 


The new plan will establish a General Assembly of all members of the episcopate 
which will meet annually. 


This in turn, every three years, will elect a Permanent Council of 24 archbishop: 
and bishops which will meet three times a year. A smaller five-member 
officers group, elected by this Council, will meet every two months. 
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In opening remarks to the session here Achilles Cardinal Lienart, Archbishop 
of Lille, called attention to the fact that the French episcopate had met fully 
only five times since 1918, 


He said that a new structure was required which, whilerespecting the personal © 
authority of each bishop in his diocese, would "endow the common effort with 
genuine authority". 


The Assembly also agreed that votes on both general questions and elections. 
to office would be made by secret ballot, It also agreed that the duration 
of office of any position be limited to three years with a maximum of two 
re-elections. The members also stated that the holding of a plurality of 
offices is prohibited in principle. 


Another highlight of the meeting was the adoption of a statement emphasising 
the missionary vocation of the whole Church. It declared that: "The sole 
function of the successors of the Apostles, is to proclaim Jesus Christ" and 
Called upon "all priests and believers'to carry out this mission. 


"Nothing that weighs on the hearts of men", it continued, "is foreign to the 
bishops in their mission : peace in the world, the security of workers in the 
cities and in the country in a rapidly changing economy, the future of youth 
with all their problems, the unrest in domestic homes, and the new under- 
privileged class - the foreign labourers. EPS, Geneva. 


PROGRAMME PLANNED IN SCOTLAND 
TO BND "BATRN DRAIN" 


(Edinburgh) - The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in annual session 
here laid plans for a crash programme to reverse "the bairn drain from the 
Kirk" after receiving reports showing a sharp decline in Sunday school atten- 
dance across the country. 


It took the action in approving a report on religious instruction which revealed 
that "outmoded and dreary" Sunday schools had resulted in an attendance drop 

of 4,500 in the past year. It said the present attendance is 274,000 or 

only 32 per cent of the 5 to ld-year age group, and the annual decline is 
steady. 


It also reported that membership had declined in 1963 to l, 200, 000 = a loss 
of more than 50,000 in seven years. 


In another session the Assembly: instructed the Presbytery of Edinburgh to 
"examine the foundations upon which ethical judgments (made by the church) 
upon contemporary issues are based", 


The action came after lengthy discussion of social evils of drink, gambling, 
smoking, sexual promiscuity, and the "moral confusion of the younger generation". 


One speaker noted that "the failure to be clear as to the grounds on which 
Christian judgments are based is a direct threat ... to the witness of the 
Church today", EPS, Geneva 
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PRACTICAL COOPERATION URGED 
FOR RC'S, PROTESTANTS 


(Cologne) - Specific practical ways in which Roman Catholics and Protestants 
could cooperate in order "to give form to the efforts for Christian unity" 
were suggested in a radio broadcast here by a Roman Catholic theologian the 
Revs Karl, Rabner,)8.s. 


He said these should include development of a common version of the Bible, 
joint social work programmes, and cooperation in foreign missions, 


Further, he said the churches should seek an agreement on mixed marriages, and 
&@ consensus on their main doctrinal points held in common. 
EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC PUBLICATION 
CRITICAL OF CELIBACY BAN 


(Munich) - An article in a Roman Catholic lay ‘publication here has sharply 
criticised the Roman Catholic Churchis requirement of celibacy for the priest-— 
hood. 


Published in Werkhefteit also said the punishment of those who break the 
regulation is "excessive and disproportionate", 


It said that many Roman Catholic clergy regard the enforcement of the celibacy 
rule as "contrary to human dignity" and one which fosters hypocrisy and insin- 
cerity. : 


"There is a difference", it said, "between deciding to become a monk, and 
therefore taking the vow of celibacy ... and wanting to become a priest and 
by- reason of this choice of vocation being forced into a decision which has 
nothing to do with the nature of the priesthood, but is merely a disciplinary 
regulation .. 


"Enforced celibacy is contrary to natural law, and the infringement of natural 
law cannot be justified on the grounds that (such infringement) supports a 
higher divine law... There is no theological justification for celibacy." 


The article noted, however, that despite the desire in many Roman Catholic 
circles that this ban be discontinued, no relaxation of existing ordinances 
can be expected. 


It mentioned as an indication of this a recent "service of atonement" held in 
a Roman Catholic church in Cologne after a priest had announced he intended 
to leave the priesthood to marry. . EPS, Geneva 


“WCC EXPRESSES SYMPATHY 


ON DEATH OF NEHRU 


(Geneva) - The Secretariat of’ the World Council of Churches has cabled 
Indian government and church leaders expressing sorrow on the death of Prime 
Minister Nehru. 


A cable to the President of India communicated "sympathy to the government and 
people of India in the loss of. the great statesman to whose wisdom, courage, 
and humanity the world is deeply indebted" and assured him that "our prayers 
will be offered for the future of your great nation". 


A similar message also was cabled to Mr. Korula Jacob, general secretary of the- 
National Christian Council of India. BPS, Geneva 
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RESTRICTIONS ON SPANISH 
PROTESTANTS SUPPORTED 


(Madrid) - A Spanish bishop has warned in a pastoral letter that the proposed 
emancipation of Protestants in Spain would unleash a "spiritual civil war", 


The letter, which has been circulated in Madrid, concluded with an exhortation 
to Roman Catholics to prey daily that religious liberty remain withheld from 
Protestants. 


The plea was made by the Most Rev. Antonio Pildain Y. Zapiain, Bishop of ‘the 
Canary Islands. The Bishop, a native of northern Spain, attacked a proposed 
new statute that would grant a-measure of religious freedom to Spain's Prot- 
estants, estimated to total 30,000. 


The Bishop said that Spain "has incomparably more urgent needs" than the 
implementation of religious liberty. In particular, the Bishop named the 
right to have enough to eat. HPS, Geneva 


LWF SINGS PACT FOR OPERATION 
OF TANGANYIKA RiFUGEE PROJECT 


(Geneva) - The Lutheran World Federation has signed an agreement with the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the government of. Tanganyika 
and Zanzibar to operate on their. behalf a settlement project for 10,000 ref- 
ugees in Hast Africa. 


The project - a major thrust in the cooperative attempt to meet the new 
refugee problem in that area - calls for creation of a complete agricultural 
community in a fertile, unpopulated region of Tanganyika's Mwezi highlands. 


Its future inhabitants are Watutsi refugees from Rwanda for whom sufficient 
‘good land is not available in their first country of asylun, Burundi. At the 
request of: the UNHCR, the Tanganyikan government ‘consented to receive them, 

To reach their new settlement in the Tabora region near Lake Tanganyika they 
will make a 500-mile trek with 2,000 head of cattle. 


The project will be directed by Jprgen Nérredam who will leave his position 

‘as general secretary of the Royal Danish Automobile Club in Copenhagen to start 
work at the beginning of June. Mr. Nérredan, 4%, was the chief delegate of 
ithe League of Red Cross Societies for all its operations in the Congo from 
‘August, 1960, until about a year ago, when the relief work in that country 

was discontinued. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 
4 r 
“American church and secular organization leaders met last week in Washinton 
PD. C. to discuss ways of eliminating poverty and improving the condition of 
the American Indian. The four-day meeting was the Council on Indian Affairs. 
‘the delegates endorsed President Johnson's proposed "War on Poverty" campaign, 
but a strong note of emphasis voiced by the more than 200 Indian participants 
‘was the affirmation that they must find ways to help themselves and stop 


relying so much on government aid. 
: * * * 
; 
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Pentecost was the occasion in Philadelphia, Pa., USA, for the city's first 
inter- church "Christian Peace Walk", It was sponsored jointly by. the 
Roman Catholic PAX Association, the Friends Peace Committee, the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, and the peace agencies of the Disciples of Christ, Lutheran, 
and Methodist Churches. 

%*¥ * 


A Secretariat for.Inter-Church Relations has been established by the Bishops! 
Conference of the Church of Sweden to hélp: the shurchii! fulfil? her cask asa 
member of the big family of Christian churches". Among other assignments, it 
will serve as the church's point of oontact with the World Council of Churches. 
The director isDr, Harry Johansson, former inter-church aid official.” 


*¥ * * 


City authorities in Nashville, Tenn., USA, have asked the Mennonite Central 
Committee to expand a programme started last year for providing a remedial 
reading programme for youngsters who have fallen behind in their school work. 
Last year the Committee supplied four teachers to work for six weeks with such 
children. Teachers recruited for the programme are all licensed instructors 
who teach during the regular school year in other states. 


Tae * * 


Several pre-fabricated mobile churches are being constructed for use on new 
housing estates in the Lutheran diocese of Aalberg, Denmark, The churches 
provide seating space for 100 persons, a vestry, and &@ room for baptisms. The 
intention is that as soon as permanent churches can be built the pre-fabricated 
structures will be moved to other sites. Peay 


* * * 


Full religious freedom has been granted to Buddhists in South Vietnam under a 
decree signed by Premier Nguyen Khanh, The decree rescinded previous regul- 
ations in force under the régime of the late President Ngo Dinh Diem. se 
Sives Buddhists the same legal rights and privileges as any other religious 
body in the country. Previously their legal status was similar to that of a 
lodge or club,’ 


* * * 


Dr. Hlder G. Hawkins, 56, New York, has been named the first Negro Moderator of 
the United Presbyterian Church in the USA. He was elected to the position by 
a vote of 465 to 368 «at the church's 176th General Assembly in Oklahoma (tate Vigan 


* * * 


More than 2,134,500 persons have signed petitions in favour of maintaining the 
present number of hours of religious instruction in upper secondary schools in 
Sweden. The government has published proposals to cut such instruction to 
less than one-half of the present number of hours per week. 


x * 
Dr. Martin Lindstrom, the Lutheran Bishop of Lud, Sweden, and Mr. Gustav Lindbom 
district superintendent of the Swedish Mission Covenant Church, have sent a 
joint letter to local political officials asking for their views on the proe 


vision of religious instruction in the schools and similar problems as guides 
to the voters in the coming elections. 


*% * %* 
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A new political party called the Christian Democratic Rally has been formed in 
Sweden. The Rev. Birger Ekstedt, a minister of the Lutheran Church of Sweden 
is chairman. Vice-chairman is Pastor Lewi Pethrus, a leader of the Pente- 
costal Movement. The party will present a slate of officers for elections in 
September to whe Swedish Parliament. (EPS No. 13) 


* * * 


A popular account in English of the first meeting of the Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches held in Mexico City, 
December, 1964, has been published by Edinburgh House Press, London. Titled 
"God for All Men", it has been written by the Rev. R. O. Lathan. A paperback 
volume of the Bible studies of the meeting, titled "Key Words of the Gospel" 
will be published soon by SCM Press Ltd., London. Also scheduled for later 
publication by Edinburgh House Press, is a volume of the major addresses. 


* * * 


The Patriarch of Antioch, His Holiness Ignatius Yakkoub, III, head of the 
Syrian Orthodox Church, will preside over the installation of the new Catholicos 
of the Syrian Orthodox Church of Malabar, India, during his current month-long 
ae tO Nala. While in New Delhi the Patriarch was welcomed by leading 
Indian government officials. 

*¥ * * 


The A00th anniversary of the death of Calvin on May 27 was marked in Geneva, 
Switzerland, with lectures, radio and TV programmes, and special editions of 
several publications. In Paris the National Library is holding a special 
exhibition of portraits, first editions, and various documents. The French 
government also has issued a commemorative stamp. 


* * * 


The report of the Fourth World Conference on Faith and Order held in Montreal, 
Canada, July, 1963, has been published. The publication contains reports from 
the five Conference Seations, a Conference diary, and lists of participants 

and churches represented. It is published by SCM Press Ltd., London, as 

an "SCM Greenback" (127 pp., 12/64), and also by Association Press, New York, 
in a hard-cover edition at $43.95. 


* * * 


"The Anglican feeling of solidarity with the Roman Catholic Church" was emphas- 
ised in a press conference by the new Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, Dr. 
Robert Selby Taylor. Dr. Taylor noted particularly present good relations 
"an contrast with the feeling of hostility prevalent just 30 years ago". 


* * * 


Some 75 leaders of twelve churches in 48 countries, ranging from Brethren and 
Mennonite, to Roman Catholic and Orthodox,will meet with representatives of 

the United Bible Societies, at Driebergen, Holland, June 22 - 264 The Con- 
ference is planned as part of the 150th anniversary celebrations of the Nether- 


lands Bible Society. 
¥ * * 


Representatives of all Christian communities in Israel were joined by Israeli 
government officials at commemorative rites in Jerusalem for Canon Hugh Richard 
Austin Jones, a leader of the Anglican community from 1937 until illness forced 
him to retire in 1963 to London, where he died May 14 at the age of 56. Among 
those who attended, in addition to a large group of Anglican clergy, were 

Dr. Maas Boertien, secretary of the United Christian Council in Israel; Abbot 
Leo Rudloff, 0.S.B., head of the Benedictine Dormition Abbey on Mount Zions and 
leaders of the Russian, Rumanian and Ethiopian Orthodox communities in Jerusalen. 


TAT a ts eee 
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A special edition has been issued of the South Fast Asia Journal of Theology, 
containing the John R. Mott lectures given at the recent assembly of the East 
Asia Christian Conference at Bangkok. Copies are available from 6 Mount 
Sophia, Singapore 9. , 

*¥ * * 


Financial contributions from the European Mennonites,-amounting to about 
$15,000, are making possible a third shipment of 4O tons of rice to Java, 
Indonesia.. This is a total of 120 tons of rice contributed by the European 
Mennonites since last November. According to a leading daily newspaper in 
Java, more than two million Indonesians, most of them on the island of Java, 
lack sufficient food to remain healthy, and hundreds have been hospitalised fro 
the effects of starvation. 

* * * 


Formation of the John LaFarge Institute, where Roman Catholic leaders will seek 
"the cooperation and fellowship of all men of goodwill" in helping to cope 

with vital inter-group and community problems has been announced in New York, 
It will be located in midtown New York. It has been named after the Late 
Father John LaFarge, S.J., who was nationally known for his leadership in the 
causes of interracial justice and interreligious cooperation. 


* * * 


The Swedish Free Church Assembly has rejected by an overwhelming majority, a 
proposal that it seek financial support from the Swedish government. 


HNMR 


A "Letter of Conscience" calling on Soviet authorities to end discriminatory 
measures against Russian Jews has been signed by more than 2,000 Protestant, 
Roman Catholic, and Jewish religious leaders in the United States. Sponsored 
by the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, the signed petition will be 
presented to the US State Department and United Nations officials for trans- 


mission »to the Soviet: Union: 
eee a2 


A home for 46 student nurses has been opened in Nazareth, Israel, financed by 
a contribution of 216,000 DM ($54,000) given by German Protestant churches 
through the Bread for the World campaign. The new building belongs to the 

' Edinburgh (Scotland) Association for Medical Missions. 


* Casitas yan 


CORRECTION 


Incorrect information received by EPS led to errors in the story titled "Roman 
Catholic Priest to teach at Taiwan Protestant Seminary", appearing in EPS No. 
Uae ie os ke a Mea 


The Seminary has invited a Roman Catholic priest to give an elective course to 
its graduating class this semester on Roman Catholic theology. The EPS story 
incorrectly stated that the priest is a faculty member and that his teaching 
will lay particular emphasis on questions concerned with mariology. . 


The Seminary is supported by the Presbyterian, Methodist, and Episcopalian 
ghurches and not by the Presbyterian, Baptist, and Lutheran churches as stated 
in the story. 


EPS regrets these errors and any problems they may have caused the Seminary. 
ap tga EPS, Geneva 
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WALDENSIAN PASTOR TAKES ISSUE 
WITH CARDINAL ON SICILY'S CONDITIONS 


(Palermo) - A Waldensian pastor has taken sharp issue with the position of a 
Roman Catholic. cardinal that»~social. conditions in Sicily’ are not a proper 
subject for criticism. 


The Rev. P. V. Panascia, pastor of the Waldensian congregation here, said in 
a letterto Ernesto Cardinal Ruffini, Archbishop of Palermo, that no one helps 
Sicily by glossing over the situation or by closing his eyes to the misery 
and need. 


Cardinal Ruffini had said in his Easter pastoral that criticism of Sicily 
represented "a grave plot against its good reputation". j 


Pastor Panascia's letter described "the enormous gulf separating the poor and 
rich" and urged that steps be taken to combat problems of infant mortality, 
juvenile delinquency, and unemployment. 


His letter said that there are still people in Sicily who are starving, unable 
to find work, and without a roof over their heads. He said there are chil- 
dren who cannot go to school and whose only shelter at night is an abandoned 
automobile. 


It is not enough, he continued, to praise and encourage Sicily's faithful in 
their relationship to the Church, nor that they respect the laws of marriage 
and have their children baptized on the day they are born. "True, glossing 
over reality flatters many Sicilians", he added, "but it does not restrain 
moral decay and offers no relief for the ever-growing economic need". 
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Pastor Panascia noted the lack of comment in Cardinal Ruffini!s pastoral con- 
cerning "all those with blood-stained hands" and of protest against "the mise 
understood feeling of honour and justice which comes to expression in the 
activity of the Mafia". 


He concluded with a vindication of Sicily's well-known social reformer, Danilo 
Dolci, who has "devoted himself heart and soul to the cause of the very poor 


and does not deserve to be called a'ttraitort, He has had the courage to call 
a Spade a spade and publicly to face up to the difficult problems which have 
been plaguing Sicily for centuries", he Said. EPS, Geneva 


METHODISTS WARN SOUTHERN RHODESIANS 
AGAINST UNILATERAL INDEPENDENCE 


(Salisbury) - The Rhodesia Methodist Conference (Southern Rhodesia) has issued 
a strong warning to whites there that any unilateral attempt to declare the 
country independent from Great Britain would constitute "an act of rebellion", 


If such action were carried out by the segregationist Rhodesian Front Party 
now in control of the-.government, the Conference declared at its annual meeting 
here, it might find it necessary to advise its members that they are "under 

no moral obligation to carry out the commands of an illegal government", 


southern Rhodesia has been embroiled in a growing racial conflict since the 
dissolution of the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland last year. But even 
prior to that,.the country's 3,000,000 Africans have been demanding from 
Huropeans, who number little more than 155,000, equal representation in gov- 
ernment. Whites have adamantly fought against this and have incurred the 
wrath of Africans throughout the continent, especially in Northern Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland, which become independent this year, 


In April, six Protestant, Anglican, and Roman Catholic leaders joined ina 
similar statement. (EPS No. 10). | | EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL FELTIN CRITICIZES 
MISINTERPRETERS OF ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 


(Paris) ~ Maurice Cardinal Feltin, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Paris, has 
deplored the idea "some people" have that "the ecumenical moment represents 
a kind of imperialism in which one confession seeks donpletely to absorb the 
others, including even the smallest details of their worship practices". 


Equally fallacious, the Cardinal said, is the view which sees the ecumenical 
movement as a manifestation of "indifference" in which participants “are ready 
to abandon the essential truths for the sake of unity". 


Cardinal’ Feltin spoke at a reception here, honouring the work of the Rev. 
Father Yves Congar, 0O.P. BPS, Geneva 
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PRESBYTERIANS APPROVE CHURCH!S 
PARTICIPATION IN UNION PLAN 


(Oklahoma City) - The 176th General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church 
in the USA has authorised its representatives to the Consultation on Church 
Union to take part in developing a plan for a united church which would be 
"truly catholic, truly reformed, and truly evangelical". 


The Consultation, which has held three annual meetings, grew out of a 1960 
proposal by Dr. Hugene Carson Blake, chief executive. officer of the United 
Presbyterian Church. Involved are the United Presbyterian, Methodist, Prot- 
estant Episcopal, Christian (Disciples of Christ), and Hvangelical United 
Brethren Churches, and the United Church of Christ. 


The Disciples and United Church of Christ both earlier authorised their del- 
egations to join in drafting a union plan. 


At this, year's Consultation meeting, however, Methodist delegates said they 
would not yet seek denominational endorsement of their participation in 
developing a plan. 


The Protestant Episcopal delegation also decided to withhold a request to the 
denomination's triennial meeting next October to join in writing the plan 
(EPS Wo. 15 ). 


In other sessions the Assembly here: 


- Appointed a 12-member committee to seek union talks with the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S. (Southern). The two churches were split at the time of 
the Civil War in 1861. 


- Voted to make it a violation of church law "to deny membership in local 
congregations to any person because of race", 


- Vere welconed by Roman Catholic Bishop Victor J. Reed, the first Roman 
Catholic ever to address the Assembly. 


- Heard a call for a'summit conference"on problems-of education in the southern 
United States by Dr. Kenneth G. Neigh, general secretary of the church's _ 

Board of National Missions. He urged a pooling of resources, teachers, 
buildings, and skills to speed up education for the "under achievers", (who 

are) "crushed by the weight of poverty, fear, and frustration". 


- Gave a resounding vote of confidence to Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, the church's 
chief executive officer, praising him for his civil rights leadership. The 
vote rejected a resolution from the Presbytery of West Tennessee which would 
have asked Dr. Blake "to cease and desist from all violations of duly enacted 
PENS 6769's 


- Presented a special citation to Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, executive secretary 

of the New York office of the World Council of Churches,"in grateful recognition 
of distinguished service to his own church and to the whole Church of Christ — 
throughout the world", Dr. Barnes, an ordained minister of the church, has 
announced he will retire soon. EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION'S USE 
OF VISUAL ARTS DESCRIBED 


(New York ) - Progress in the use of visual arts in Christian education abroad 
and in the development of an indigenous curriculum for Sunday and church 
schools was reported at the annual meeting of the World Council of Christian 
Education and Sunday School Association's North American Committee here, 
(WCCESSA). | . | 


A panel on "Christian Education and the Arts", while noting that overseas 
churches were making greater use of the arts for religious education, stressed 
the importance of increasing communication between the church and the artists. 


A report from South Africa described how the Methodist Church in that country 
was enlisting the efforts of African artists tocreate Christian paintings, 
sculptures, prints, and other art forms that could be used as visual aids in 
religious education, Dr. Nelson Chappel, general secretary of the Associatior 
told the committee that 14 projects were underway in various overseas countries 
to develop indigenous Christian education CUrraeiul a, 


It was announced that, in connection with the three-year study of the church!s 
responsibility for religious education being sponsored by the Association and 
the World Council of Churches, the first of three two-week seminars was 
scheduled for Berlin in August. EPS, Geneva 


WCC STATEMENTS SENT TO TRADE 
CONFERENCE DELEGATES 


(Geneva) - A background paper stating positions taken by the World Council of 
Churches and its Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) has 
been sent to delegates to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Developmen 
in session here, 


A covering letter signed by CCIA director, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, noted that 
While "the technical aspects of the Conference lie outside the compatence of 
church agencies ... the great human issues of cooperation, justice, and welfare 
underlying the technical problems are matters of very real concern", 


The letter expressed the hope that "imaginative and generous plans to make 
international trade an integral and effective part of an overall strategy of 
development" will be produced by the Trade Conference, 


Various CCIA and WCC statements have emphasised the importance of trade as 
well as aid calling it "the mainstay for developing countries...) 


(Copies of the background paper are available from the CCIA, c/o World Council 
of Churches, Geneva, Switzerland. ) EPS, Geneva 


' CHURCH OF SCOTLAND "WELCOMES" 
TALKS WITH RC'S, BUT LESS WARMLY 


(Edinburgh) - The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland has "welcomed!" 
the continuation of informal meetings of its leaders with Roman Catholics. 


However, observers noted that the motion was carried by a smaller majority than 
such actions by previous Assemblies. Even so, @ motion which would have 
substituted the word "noted" for "welcomed" was defeated. 


The Assembly also approved plans for the establishment of a Scottish churches! 
council to serve as a "central ecumenical structure". 


No. 21 - 4th June, 1964 5 


The Assembly in another session refused to take a decisive step with regard 

to approving women in the ministry and eldership, but agreed to seek the view 
of ipresby teries son iasreport sof ;its Panel of Doctrine. The report recommends 
that women be admitted as elders. The whole subject will be re-submitted to 
the Assembly next year. . 


The Assembly also assented to a report calling for approval of "quiet and 
healthy" recreation on the Sabbath. EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN DUTCH REFORMED SYNOD 
REFUSES TO BACK PROTEST BY CHURCHES 


(Capetown) ~ The General Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church of South Africa 
(Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk) said here it would not associate itself with 
a recent petition by several of the country's religious leaders condemning the 
government's 90-day detention law and urging its repeal. (EPS No. 18 iy 


The petition, sponsored by the Christian Council of South Africa, was signed © 
by leaders of 19 Christian, Jewish, and Moslem bodies. 
A section of the General Law Amendment Act, the 90-day detention clause pro- ~ 
vides for the arrest and imprisonment without trial of persons suspected of 
subversion. Those arrested and held for 90 days can be re-arrested and 
imprisoned after the initial period. 


The Synod of the church, the country's largest Dutch Reformed body,’ declared 
in a statement directed to those who had signed the petitions 


"You want to protest the 90-day clause, but never warn or act against bodies 
threatening our state or the survival of our nation, Your actions in the 
past have created the impression that you want to protect and encourage those 
against whom the law is aimed. Therefore we cannot cooperate with you. " 


It also said that "Christians, Jews, and Moslems could probably work together 
in other spheres, but Christians cannot go to God together with those who 
reject Christ". . 


The Moslem Judicial Council of South Africa called the Synod!s statement intol- 
erant. It said that "it is surprising that the Dutch Reformed Church should 
show such ignorance and intolerance. Lt, is trying toy stir»nup) fanaticism 
among its members through misleading statements." BPS, Geneva | 


OTTAVIANI CALLS FOR END OF 
PUBLIC BIRTH CONTROL DEBATE 


(Rome ) ~ Alfred Cardinal Ottaviani, secretary of the Sacred Congregation of the 
Holy Office, has called for a stop to the public debate in Roman Catholic, circles 
on the use of contraceptive pills and sharply chided individual churchmen for 
speaking out on the issue without prior consultation with the Vatican. . 


Quoted in one of his rare interviews in the Italian weekly Vita, he declared 
that only the Pope can decide on "such grave and debated questions". He 
declared: "Without a doubt the question of the pills must be examined either 
by the national conferences of bishops or by the BKeumenical Councdl if the 
bishops! study has not been exhaustive, For that reason, single parties must 
abstain from taking any position, and from creating confusion, until the 
problem has been discussed by the competent authorities." 


The interview appeared at almost the same time as that of one in L'!Osservatore 
delle Domenica, the Vatican weekly, which said that research on pills that 
Control ovulation should be encouraged and might lead the church to "re-examine" 
its position on birth control. EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIANS 
MOVE TO REORGANIZE WORK 


(Perth) - The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Western Australia 
in session here, decided to discontinue its practice of having separate 
stewardship and evangelistic committees and formed "the Department of Steward- 
Ship, Promotion, and Evangelism". 


A spokesman said the move was the result of "radical rethinking of the role of 
the evangelistic movement in the life of the church, No longer is it sep- 
arated but involved in and through the whole life and witness of the local 
congregation." 


The Assembly also: 
- Approved a church office building project costing £80,000: 


- Opposed State aid to church schools despite Federal Government offers to 
finance science buildings in its colleges; 


- Decided to take active steps to Support the abolition of capital punishment 
in Western Australia; 


- Re-affirmed its.association with a secular organization aimed at the abolitio 
of the nation's "White Australia" immigration policy. EPS, Geneva 


DISSIDENT MISSISSIPPI METHODISTS 
OPPOSE GHNERAL CONFERENCE STANDS 


(Jackson, Miss.) - A group of dissident Methodists in Mississippi have threat- 
ened steps designed to take the 9-state Southeastern Jursidictional Conference 
out of The Methodist Church to show their disapproval of actions taken by 

the church's recent national General Conference. (EPS No. 184’, 


Directors of the organization, called "4 Mississippi Association of Methodist 
Ministers and Laymen", cited six actions or statements of the General Conference 
of national Church leaders which, they claimed, "are against the religious 

and political viewpoint of a majority of Mississippi Methodists". 


Three items challenged dealt with race relations; two applied to inter- 
national relations; and one was a General Conference resolution urging all 
nations to remove "racial and cultural discrimination" barriers from immigratio: 
laws. : 


The Mississippi Association describes itself as "an unofficial group of 
Methodists made up of members of both Mississippi Conferences of the (Methodist 
Church who are in opposition to the racial, social and political positions 

_of the General Conference", 


The Southeastern Jurisdiction of The Methodist Church embraces the area from 
Mississippi and Tennessee to the Atlantic and from Kentucky and Virginia to 
the Gulf of Mexico. BPS, Geneva 
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REPORT ON RUSSIAN ORTHODOX 
MISSION ACTIVITIES 


(Halle) - Archbishop Sergius, Exarch of the Russian Orthodox Church, who is 
resident in East Berlin, said in a report on his church's mission work given 


here, that during the 1930's there were more than 300,000 Orthodox Christians 
in China. 


But, he added that he "could not say anything about their present situation" 


although technically they were still under the jurisdiction of the Moscow 
Patriarchate. 


The Archbishop reported also that large congregations had been formed in Korea 
and Japan, but that the mission to Moslems in what was then Persia (now Iran) 
had been a-failure. 


He said most of the church's missionary activities had been conducted within 
the territorial boundaries of the USSR. EPS, Geneva 


MONASTERY TURNED INTO 
MODERN HOME FOR THE AGED 


(Brussels) - A new wing and the entire interior reconstruction have transformed 
a former monastery near Mons, Belgium, into a comfortable, up-to-date home for 
the aged and chronically ill. 


The work, costing $160,000, was officially dedicated on Sunday, May 31, in the 
presence of 250 representatives of the government, civic authorities, welfare 
societies, and the churches who have all cooperated to make it possible. 


The cost of the transformation was paid for out of funds subscribed by the 
United Nations! High Commissioner for Refugees, the Belgian National Appeal 
for World Refugee Year, and by contributions of churches in many countries 
given through the World Gouncil of Churches to the World Refugee Year campaign. 


About one-third of the residents at the home are aged refugees and many of 
them are Roman Catholic or Orthodox, By special arrangement the chapel 
in the home will be used for both Protestant and Orthodox services. 


The home, which is run and maintained by Entraide, the Protestant welfare 
association of the Borinage, the mining district of southern Belgium, was 
originally a country house. Later it became a monastery for exiled monks. 
When the monks returned to France the property was taken over by Entraide which 
has used it for ten years as a home for the aged and ill. EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCHES! AID 
SENT TO BRAZIL 


(Stuttgart) - The German Protestant movement "Bread for the World" has con- 
tributed 120,000 DM ($30,000) for the establishment of a training school for 
women social workers in Porto Alegre, Brazil. 


The school will be supported by the "Protestant Working Community for Social 
Welfare in Rio Grande do Sul", in which 14 churches and religious groups 
cooperate. These include the Lutheran, Methodist, Episcopalian, Presbyterian, 
Baptist, and members of the Pentecostal movement. The YMCA and Yi.Ch, 

the Salvation Army, and several independent welfare societies also work with 
the agency. EPS, Geneva 
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AFRICAN CHURCHMEN 
CONDEMN BANTU BILL 


(Johannesburg) - The Bantu Laws Amendment Bill, which affects the rights of 
Africans to be in urban areas, will disrupt African family life and is "unjust, 
unChristian, and inhuman" according to the inter-denominational African 
Ministers! Association representing 4,000,000 African Christians, reports 

the Johannesburg Star. 


Members of the association met recently with Mr. M, Smuts, Under-Secretary for 
Bantu Administration, on the implications of the bill, After the interview 
they issued a. statement saying that African ministers of all denominations 
have always been law-abiding. 


"But we have now reached a point where legislation such as this places the 
African ministers in an unenviable position of standing for Christian justice 
and at the same time having to convince the Africans that such laws are for 
their good, . 


"We place on record that we regard this bill, directed as it ig against the 
underprivileged and helpless, with repugnance." 


In a memorandum which the association submitted to the government it says that 
"in the sight of God, no government has the right to dispose of the lives of 
human beings as is suggested by this bill", EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICANS WILL NOT JOIN... 
JAMAICA COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


(Kingston) - The Jamaica Christian Council has been re-named "The Jamaica 
Council of Churches" and given a new constitution similar to the constitutions 
of other national councils of churches. But the Anglican bishop Dr. Percy 
Gibson has said that his church, which withdrew from the old Council in 1960, 
will not be applying for membership in the new Council, 


The decision to reconstitute the Council was made during the Jamaica Consultatic 
of Churches, held in 1962. The consultation reconimended that the Christian 
Council should adopt the "basis" of the World Council of Churchés and seek 

a form of constitution which would enable the Anglicans to resume their member- 
ship. Anglican representativ.3 shared in these preliminary negotiations,. 


Following this recommendation the Christian Council invited the Anglican 
bishop ta nominate representatives of his church to discuss with the member- 
churches of the Council the revision of the constitution. Dr. Gibson as 
understood to haye said that he felt unable to do so, and the Council therefore 
drew up its new constitution without Anglican assistance. 


When the new Council was formally constituted this week Dr. Gibson, in an 
exclusive interview with an EPS correspondent, said he had not yet received 
a copy of the new constitution and could not comment upon it. 


He added: "The Church in Jamaica in- the Province of the West Indies is’ willing 
at all times to cooperate with the Jamaica Council of Churches in dealing with 
any public issues which coneern the Christian way of life, but it will not 

join the Council", EPS, Geneva 
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USA EPISCOPALIANS URGE NEW 
FORM OF MINISTRY FOR LAITY 


(New York) - A plan which would permit Christians employed in secular jobs to 
retain those jobs, but at the same time to be granted canonical authority so 
that they could administer the sacraments and otherwise serve as pastors! aids 
has been advanced here. 


The result of a two-year study, it was outlined by 60 leaders of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in a 12-page document published last week. Its authors are 
18 bishops, 33 other clergy, and nine lay persons. 


Their proposal calls for the instigation of a non-stipendiary form of the 
ministry to meet the 'new missionary challenges presented by a pluralistic 
society". 


As examples, it cited rural towns where declining population makes it impossible 
to support normal parochial structures; urban areas where the inner-city is 
thickly populated with people of meagre income; American Indian communities 
where there is not one Indian priest, and special occupational groups - tech- 
nologists, scientists, academicians - which demand to hear the Gospel from 
churchmen in these fields. 


"For the Church to ignore the problems and opportunities posed by these special 
circumstances would be irresponsible", the document said. EPS, Geneva 


INTERCOMMUNION URGED FROM START 
OF ANGLICAN-METHODIST UNION PLAN 


(London) - The Modern Churchmen's Union, an Anglican body, has issued a state- 
ment here urging that intercommunion between the Church of England and the. 
Methodist Church in England start as soon as the decision is taken to proceed 
with union proposals. 


In a statement welcoming the union plans the Union said the intercommunion 

would be "evidence of good faith" and would be in accord with present Anglican 

practice which permits intercommunion at conferences concerned with unity. 
EPS, Geneva 


MISSION LEADER CRITICAL OF 
SUDANESE VISIT TO BRITAIN 


(London) - The secretary of the Church Missionary Society (Anglican) said here 
of the current state visit to Britain of Sudanese President General Abboud 
that many .of the Society's supporters "find it perplexing and repugnant that 
the Sudan State Party should be received with honour by our Queen, by the 
government, and incidentally, at Westminster Abbey ..."'. 


Canon John V. Taylor soid that while General Abboud was deserving of respect 
rersonally, he was "the representative of a military régime which we 
know is taking the most repressive action against many of the southern citizens 
of the Sudan", 


His comment was a reference to the recent expulsion of foreign Christian 
missionaries from the southern Sudan by the Sudanese government. 
EPS, Geneva 


No. 21 - Ath June, 1964 10 


BAPTISTS! NEW GOAL IN SPAIN: 
DOUBLE MEMBERSHIP IN 5 YEARS 


(Atlantic City) - Baptists in Spain will attempt in the next five years to 
double their strength by establishing new churches in all cities with more tha: 


100,000 inhabitants, a Spanish pastor said here at the Baptist Jubilee Advance 
observance. 


The Rev. Perro Bonet told representatives of seven Baptist bodies that eased 
governmental restrictions on Protestant denominations have .provided.a "wonder- 
ful opportunity" for the building of new congregations. 


He said the government now promptly grants Protestant requests to establish nei 
congregations and that Protestantism is enjoying governmental "approval" in 
"everything except proselytism and publicity". - . HPS, Geneva 


U.S. CHURCH WITHOUT A CEILING SENDS ° 
MONEY FOR ONE TO CHURCH IN CONGO 


(Kansas City, Mo., USA) = A new Presbyterian U.S. congregation, worshipping 
here in a sanctuary without a ceiling, has raised over. $100 for another con- 
gregation without a roof in the Congo. 


Kansas City's Northside Community Church is a home mission church in an inner- 
city neighbourhood and most of its members: live in low income federal housing 
projects. Their church building has been standing for over 50 years. A 
few months ago heavy plaster in the Sanctuary began to fall, piece by piece, 
until the wooden beams in the ceiling were almost entirely exposed. 


But hearing that a Congolese congregation needed a roof for its chapel, the 
church members decided that instead of repairing their own ceiling they would 
launch fund-raising projects to help the Congo church. 


Since the American church's formation, only a year ago, members have given over 


seven per cent of their incomes (averaging $1,500 per year) to it. 
EPS, Geneva 


ISRAEL BARS 
CIVIL MARRIAGE 


(Tel Aviv) - The Israeli Parliament (Knesset) has rejected by a vote of 50 +o 
14 a bill seeking to introduce civil marriage and divorce in Israel, 


The present position gives the religious authorities of each community 
exclusive jurisdiction over matters of pergonal status. One result has been 
that men and. women of different religions cannot marry in Israel. Many 
couples consequently have gone to Cyprus for a civil ceremony. 


Mrs. Emma, Talmi, who moved the bill, argued that it would be better to permit 


civil marriage than to force couples to resort to subterfuge. She opposed 
the religious monopoly over marriage as an infringement of freedom of 
conscience. /-. Mie EPS, Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 


The second All-Asian Lutheran Conference, scheduled later this year, will 
not be held, as originally planned, in Prapat, Sumatra, but will be held in 
the Indian State of Bihar on the invitation of the Lutheran Gossner Chureh 
there. Dr. Arne Sovik, director of the Department of World Mission of the 
Lutheran World Federation, Geneva, said the change was made because "we 
feared that the situation in Southeast Asia might prevent a large number of 
delegates from coming to Indonesia", 


* * % 


A year-long. special programme to stimulate the study of international affairs 
by American Christians was launched June 1 by the National Council of 
Churches! Department of International Affairs, The project will emphasize 
the Christian's special concern for world developments and his commitment to 


work actively for world peace. 


* *  * 


The Christian Council of South Africa has decided to invite representatives 
of the South African churches to a consultation on polygamy, with the aim of 
formulating "a united approach to the problem presented by the conversion of 
polygamists", 


* * % 


The Church Council of Iran in annual session in Teheran last week passed a 
Special vote of appreciation to Dr. John Elder, a missionary of the United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA, for his work for the past 42 years in Iran 
in the fields of evangelism, literature, radio development, and disaster 


relief, Dr. Elder, who will retire shortly, has headed the programme for 
the rebuilding of the earthquake shattered village of Esmatabad by the World 
Council of Churches. He is succeeded in this position by Mr. Clement Scott. 


Council membership includes the Presbyterian and Episcopal churches of Iran. 
Observers were present at the two-day session from the Roman Catholic and 
Greek Orthodox churches. 


* * * 


The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have named a 16-member committee to 
study proposals for a system of synodical government for the Church of 
England and draft necessary legislation. The proposals call for establish- 
ment of a general synod which would unite the separate legislative bodies of 
the church. 


* * * 


American Methodism's only Japanese Conference has taken the final step to 
disband and integrate its 31 Japanese-American churches into existing 


regional jurisdictions of The Methodist Church. The churches are scattered 


in the states of California, Oregon, Washington, and Colorado. 
¥ °° X 


The choir of the (Protestant) St. Katharine!s Church, Frankfurt, Germany, has 
received an invitation from the Spanish government radio to perform Bach's 
Christmas Oratorio in Spain. The choir is scheduled to give concerts in 
Madrid, Seville, Barcelona, and other cities during the next Christmas 
season. 


— ‘ 
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English-language Immanuel Baptist Church in Madrid, Spain, added 22 persons 
to its membership - four by baptism-and 18 by transfer - during its recent 
spring revival. | . Oe 


dente atid 


The American Bible Society reports a record worldwide distribution of over 
34 million copies of Sceriptures or portions of the Bible in 1963. Tina 9 

was an increase of almost three million over the previous year, In a joint 
campaign, "God's Word for a New Age", the ABS, with 22 other national 
Societies, has established a world-wide goal of 150 million copies by 1966, 


* * % 


Baptists in Israel have adopted a plan whereby local Christian workers may 
receive training without interrupting their present activities. According 
to. the plan three schedules of teaching will be followed. There will be a 
full day of classes each week for those who can attend, evening classes for 
Students who find it impossible to leave daytime employment, and correspond- 
ence courses for those who cannot avail themselves of classroom opportunities 
A new training centre will be set up in Haifa in rented quarters until more 
permanent facilities are needed, 


sry the * 


France's Roman Catholic trade union has decided to abolish any reference to 
Christianity from its title so that it can attract non-religious workers. 
The National Committee of the French Confederation of Christian Workers 
(CFTC) voted by 73.7 percent to change its name to the French and Democratic 
Confederation of Labour (CFDT). ; 


* * * 


The United Church of Canada has asked four prominent journalists to express 

_ their views on the relevance or irrelevance of the Church in the world today. 
A church leader as the fifth commentator will present a churchman's point of 
view. Their comments will be incorporated into a book entitled "The Church 
and Canada's Future". fe 


rants * 


Slogan of the Assembly of the All Christian (Prague) Peace Conference 
scheduled to open June 28 in Prague will be "My Covenant is a Covenant of : 
Life and Peace", Speakers at the Assembly will include conference president 
Dr. JL. Hrcomadka, of Prague; Professor Emilio Castro, og Uruguay; Arch- 
priest Vitaly Borovoy, of the Russian Orthodox Church; the Rev. Richard 
Andriamanjato, of Madagascar; the Rev. U Ba Hmyin, of Burma, and Dr. 

Harvey Cox, of the USA, 


* a %* 
Funds are being sought to build the first Serbian Orthodox Church edifice in 
Great Britain. . It will be erected at Bourneville, Birminghan. There are 


about 7,000 members of the church in England who hold services either in 
Anglican churches or in other buildings, 


* ¥* * 


The Spanish government authorized the publication of five new Protestant 
books during the month of May. | | EPS, Geneva 


No. 21- Ath June, 1964 


SPECIAL REPORT 


CONSULTATION STUDIES THE 
CHURCH'S HEALING MINISTRY 


(Ttibingen, Germany) - Deep and continuing study of the Christian concept of 
the healing ministry of the Church was called for by a consultation convened 
here by the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation. 


A statement unanimously adopted by the six-day meeting asked the two bodies to 
take a "new look" at the meaning of healing and particularly at the role of 
church-sponsored medical institutions, 


The participants, the majority of whom were doctors, nurses, and other medical 
personnel attached to church-sponsored institutions around the world, specific- 
ally stressed the need to re-examine the concepts within the church which view 
Christian medical work as either primarily for the meeting of physical needs 

or as a tool for evangelism. 


"The valid criticism by younger churches that such institutions are a ‘burden! 
to them and the lack of intimate congregational involvement in medical instit- 
utions in the West points up the absence of a sufficient distinction between 
much Christian medical work and the service of secular agencies", the statement 
declared. 


But, "the Church cannot surrender its responsibility-in the field of healing 
to other agencies", the statement affirmed. . "The Christian Church has a 
specific task in the field of healing." It has "insights concerning the 
nature of health which are available only within the context of the Christian 
Faith's. 


Consultation discussions were concerned with what constitutes the health and 
healing of the whole man - the psychological, spiritual, and mental realms - 
as well as the physical. 


It affirmed that "all healing is of God" and that "the specific character of 
the Christian understanding of health and of healing arises from its place in 
the whole Christian belief about God's plan of salvation for mankind". Lt 
added: 


"The Christian understanding of healing begins from its place in the ministry 
of Jesus. There it was a sign of the breaking into human life of the powers 
of the Kingdom of God and of the de-throning of the powers of evil. The 
health, which was its fruit, was not something static, a restored equilibrium; 
it was an involvement with Jesus in the victorious encounter of the Kingdom 
of God with the powers of evil. 


"A concept of health which is merely that of a restored balance, a static 
'wholeness!, has no answer to the problem of human guilt or death, nor to the 
anxiety and the threat of meaninglessness which are the projection upon human 
life of the shadow of death. 


"Health, in the Christian understanding, is a continuous and victorious encounter 
with the powers that deny the existence and goodness of God." 


With this understanding of health, the consultation statement declared, it 
must be seen that the congregation has "a central and responsible role" in 
healing and that all its members - not just the doctors, nurses, and pastors - 
are involved. 
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The congregation, it said, "by its prayer, by the love with which it surrounds 
each person, by the practical acts which express its concern for every man, 
and by the opportunities which it offers for participation in- Christ's mission 
ee» 1S the primary agent of healing". 


The consultation expressed concern that contemporary theological training deals 
so little with the relationship between healing and salvation, noting 


that the importance of the spiritual component in health is not generally 
recognised. 


It recommended that pilot projects be set up within selected hospitals in which 
teams comprising a physician, nurse, psychiatrist, and pastoral counsellor woul 
seek 'to treat the patient.in the totality of his sickness". 


It also favoured the cooperation of church-sponsored agencies with government 
and secular bodies "provided this in no way compromises the expression of 
Christian witness", 


It further called for cooperation by the churches in survey, study and plannin; 
personnel placement, and "in some areas" the sponsorship of joint medical 
programmes. 


The report also suggested that a small consultation of theologicans be held 
"at an early date" to discuss "health and salvation". 3 


Participants in the consultation, which did not speak for either of the two 
convenor bodies, came from Europe, Asia, Africa, and North America and rep- 
resented a wide range of church membership. HPS, Geneva 


-~oO00- 
(The report of the consultation will be available later from the World Council 


of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation. The study. papers of the 
consultation are scheduled for eventual publication.) ~ 
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Special Report: Southern Africa Christian consultation 
on race relations 


CONSULTATION ON CHRISTIAN ACTION 
IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN RACH SITUATION 


(Kitwe, No. Rhodesia) - A consultation of African church leaders has 
declared that all adults of whatever race have the right to participate in 
the policy-making decisions of the country to which they belong and all 
generally recognized civil rights are part of such participation. ae 


The consultation participants were some 60 clergy and laymen from South 
Africa, Southern Rhodesia, and Northern Rhodesia. They were convened by 
the Department on Church and Society of the World Council of Churches, the 
south African Institute of Race Relations, and the Mindola Ecumenical 
Foundation here, where the meeting was held. 


Purpose of the consultation was not to debate the Christian attitude towards 
race, but to study how Christians may work to change existing patterns of 
race relations in Southern Africa. 


A summary report issued at the consultation's conclusion noted that opposi- 
tion to the "evil" of racial injustice includes spiritual resistance, legal 
opposition, illegal passive resistance, or the use of violence. 


It said Christians have a duty to combat racial injustice, but emphasized 
that all actions must be taken "in accordance with the dictates of the 
Christian conscience and the Word of God", 


(A footnote to the report said that a number of the conference participants 
rejected in principle the possibility of using internal violence or the 
suggestion that industrial disruption or international intervention might 
be used as ways of securing social justice.) 
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These were some of the major points of the consultation!s report: 


- In the field of race relations the Church has, been "guilty of the sin 
of silence, lack of identification with the suffering and oppressed, un 
willingness to be involved, and lack of real fellowship in Christ... Failure 
to look at life as a whole and acceptance of apparent limitations to action 
have caused the Church to fail to fulfill its reconciling mission." 


- Economic power rests almost entirely in the hands of the white man and 
has given rise to an economy with a double standard which overwhelmingly 
favours him, 


- Constitutional channels of achieving political rights and of exercising 
civil liberties have been closed to non-whites despite the peaceful measures 
adopted by African political organizations over many years to secure ordered 
and negotiated change. This situation has convinced leading Africans that 
their only recourse is to violence, 


- Ignorance of the dynamics of the emergent society is prevalent among 
laymen and clergy alike and there is an absence of common plans of action, 
and common undertakings, and reluctance on the part of the Church to work 
with other lay organizations and agencies. 


- In plural societies the granting of equal rights and responsibilities 
of citizenship should be accompanied by constitutionally guaranteed Bills 
of Rights establishing the liberties of all citizens. 


- The Church has @ specific responsibility to do everything in its power 
to remove the duality in economic, occupational, and educational opportunity, 
including equitable freehold distribution of land, promotion of sharing by 
non-whites in industrial ownership, and the repeal of "all legislation 
contrary to the Christian conscience". 


(See Special Report in this issue for the full text of the Consultation 
report, ) EPS, Geneva 


U.S. METHODIST MOVEMENT DISPUTES 
CHURCH'S POSITION IN UNION TALKS 


(Pittsburgh, Pa. ji an independent movement of Methodist clergy and laymen 
in the United States said here that the position of The Methodist Church 
with regard to the Consultation on Church Union "by no means represents the 
position of numerous Methodist pastors, teachers, and laymen". 


The statement was issued by the 25-member Steering Committee of Methodists 
for Church Renewal. 


The Methodist Commission to the recent Consultation on Church Union in 
Princeton, N.J., announced it would not seek the endorsement of the Method- 
ist General Convention to proceed with the formulation of unity plans. 

(EPS No. 15) 


Five other churches are involved in the unity discussions which grew out of 
a@ proposal advanced in 1961 by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, chief executive of 

the United Presbyterian Church, USA. This church last week endorsed plans 
to move ahead with the unity proposals. (EPS No. 21) ; 


The Steering Committee statement asked the newly-formed Methodist Commission 
on Eeumenical Affairs to "make up for this negative impression by whole-~ 
hearted and responsible participation in the Consultation on Church Union". 


. 
ty ; 
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It termed the Consultation on Church Union a "unique opportunity, given by 
God, for wider unity to become a reality". 


It declared: "The renewal, integrity, and mission of the Church of Jesus 
Christ require critical examination of all the reasons given for the con- 
tinuation of denominational divisions." EPS, Geneva 


BETTER CHURCH RELATIONS IN JAPAN 
LAID TO CATHOLIC INITIATIVE 


(Tokyo) - The "new warmth" in Roman Catholic-Protestant relations was listed 
as a major development in the church scene in Japan in a recent article in 
the Japan National Christian Council's publication. 


The Rev. David Reid, a missionary, wrote that "the bulk of the credit for 
taking the initiative in this matter belongs to the Roman Catholics, 
particularly to the Pope John XXIII and his successor Pope Paul VI". 


He mentioned as particularly noteworthy the fact that a Roman Catholic 
addressed the recent annual meeting of the United Church of Japan's mission- 
aries and that Roman Catholics and Protestants meet monthly for study. 

The theme of their study has been 'The Resurrection" which, he noted, was 

‘a fortunate choice for it led us to concentrate upon what unites rather 
than what divides us..." EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL COMMUNITY SERVICE ADVOCATED; 
PRIEST URGES CHURCHES' COOPERATION 


(San Francisco) - Closer cooperation between Protestant and Roman Catholic 
churches in areas of witness and service to the community has been called 
for by a Roman Catholic leader, 


Father George Hagnaier, (.S.P., associate director of the Paulist Institute 
for Religious Research in New York, speaking to an inter-faith meeting of 
100 ‘clergy at an "ecumenical banquet" here outlined a five-point plan for 
work in "areas of para-ecumenical activity". 


These included: 


La Closer cooperation between the Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA) 
and the 8 million-member Catholic Youth Organization (CYO). 


Ce Unified religious campaigns against alcoholism, pornography, and 
indecent films. 


36 Study of the possibility of church groups working with Masonic welfare 
programmes. 


4. Establishment of interreligious family clinics. 


5 Joint legislative recommendations by church bodies on such civic 
problems as civil rights, the so-called prayer amendments, and aid to 
church-related schools. 


Father Hagmaier, a professor:of religious education at the Roman Catholic 
University of America, Washington, D.C., said: “Apart from the guccesses 
of our highly technical theological conversations, one of the best tests of 
our readiness to approach common causes with confidence is the willingness 
of the churches to involve themselves in closer collaboration within the 
areas of social justice and community welfare - in short, a more unified 
dissemination of the corporal works of mercy." EPS, Geneva 
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SPANISH BISHOP REBUKED 
FOR LETTER ON PROTESTANTS 


(Madrid) - Roman Catholic authorities: in Spain have asked for the withdrawal 
of a pastoral letter condemning a proposed new statute which would give 
greater freedom to Spain's Protestant minority. 


Author of the pastoral was the Most Rev. Antonio Pildain y Zapiain, Bishop 
of the Canary Islands. His letter had warned that giving new freedom to. 
Protestants would unleash a "spiritual civil war". (EPS No. 20) 


The Roman Catholic. Herald, published in London, reported that the proposed 
new statute, which it called "a Protestant Emancipation Bill", is "the 
brainchild of the foreign minister Senor Castiella, a former ea ee to 
the Holy See and a personal friend of Pope Pius XII. The pastoral makes 
him look like a heretic", the Herald said. 


It added’ that "the feeling of the rest of the Ree is heavily against 
Mgr. Pildain" and "Senor Castiella has fought for his project for many years. 
He has had ae difficulty with his colleagues in the government, and 


“nearly all of them enthusiastically support it. General Franco himself is 
entirély favourable. The real trouble has been with a section of the 
bishops - some of whom are extremely progressive, Maron eke are highly 
conservative." It added: 


"As Spain has a Concordat with the Holy See, the draft statute has been 
submitted to Rome for approval. Pope John, when he read the copy handed to 
him by Senor Castiella, said that it was precisely what he had long hoped 
Por. Some Spanish bishops may have fought a bit of a rearguard action 
against it, Aare it is now virtually certain that it will become law very 
soon.! — | EPS, Gon Xe 


AFRICAN PASTORS 
STUDY ABROAD . 


(New York’) - Ten veteran African pastors have arrived in the United States 
for study under a programme jointly arranged by the National Council of 
Churches and the World Council of Churches. 


The, purpose of the programme is to provide senior African pastors with the 
opportunity to study: overseas for a period of time. Great Britain and ~ 
Switzerland are also cooperating with the World Council in providing 
scholarships. ° : 


Mr. Leonard Ching, director of the Ecumenical Scholarship Exchange of Church 
World Service, NCC, said here that "it is hoped this period of study will be 
a time of spiritual renewal, intellectual stimulus, and training in new 
methods of work", 


He noted that "the pastors either have key positions or aoe recently been 
appointed to high posts in their respective churches". : 


The participants come from Uganda, Ghana, Cameroon, Nyasaland, and Kenya. 
They are ina onew ty Presbyterian, and Anglican. ; EPS, Geneva 
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"FALSE IMPRESSION" ON UNITY 
CITED BY CATHOLIC HISTORIAN 


(Nijmegen, Netherlands) - Dr. L.J. Rogier, the Roman Catholic historian, 
cautioned here against "leaving people of other beliefs under the false 
impression that we expect Christian reunion to be a matter of give and take. 


‘We mean by reunion", he said, "the return to one Church under one supreme 
pastor, a Church drastically changed in its structure and earthly appear- 
ance, but not in its teaching and doctrinal authority". 


He added that "it seems to me the bounden duty of Christian charity and of 
a true ecumenical spirit not to leave our Christian brethren of other 
beliefs in any doubt concerning this point". 


Dr. Rogier spoke at an academic session commemorating the 40th anniversary 
of the Roman Catholic University of Nijmegen. 


Various Roman Catholic journals have commented that Professor Rogier has 
given a "one-sided picture" of Roman Catholic ecumenism. EPS, Geneva 


ARAB CHURCH COUNCIL OPPOSES 
CHURCH STATEMENTS ON JEWS 


(Jerusalem) - The Arab Evangelical Church Council has endorsed a statement 
here opposing attempts by "Christian heads in the West" to absolve Jews of 
responsibility for the crucifixion of Christ. 


The statement was issued over the signature of Anglican Bishop Najib Atallah 
Cuba'in, head of the Arab Evangelical Episcopal Church whose jurisdiction 
covers Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria. It received extensive publicity by 
Arab radio networks in the Middle Hast. 


The Arab council expressed its "firm adherence to the clear teachings of the 
Gospel as dictated by divine. revelation", and its belief that "any teaching 
contrary would constitute a departure from the Gospel". 


(A statement of the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches denounc- 
ing anti-semitism as "absolutely irreconcilable with the profession and 
practice of the Christian faith" declared: "In Christian teaching the 
historic events which led to the crucifixion should not be so presented as 
to fasten upon the Jewish people of today responsibilities which belong to 


our corporate humanity and not to one race or community. Jews were the 
first to accept Jesus and Jews are not the only ones who do not yet 
recognize him,") | EPS, Geneva 


PRAYERS FOR UNITY, PEACE 
CONCLUDE RUSSIAN CHURCH PILGRIMAGE 


(Jerusalem) - Thirteen priests of the Russian Orthodox Church have concluded 
a. month-long pilgrimage to the Near East with a prayer service for Christian 
unity and world peace at the Benedictine Abbey of the Dormition on Mount 
Zion. 


Their visit took them to holy places in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, and Israel. 
It was the first pilgrimage by members of the Russian Orthodox Church to 
the Holy Land in 55 years. (EPS No. 18) EPS, Geneva 
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ABORTION CONDEMNED, FAMILY PLANNING 
ENDORSED BY JAPAN CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


(Tokyo) - Family planning, including use of contraceptives, was approved by 
the National Christian Council of Japan which, at the same time, strongly 
condemned as a sin this country's law permitting induced abortion. 


In a statement on "Responsible Parenthood and Induced Abortion", the Council 
stressed that Protestants can never accept abortion as a means of population 
control, except in extreme cases when the mother's life or health are at 
stake. Thi 


Speaking of birth control practices the statement opposed "the view that 
unlimited natural procreation is synonymous with the will of God". 
Christian parents must consider limiting the number of pregnancies, it 
said, and recommended as methods of family planning: “periodic continence 
(rhythm), abstinence, and scientific methods of contraception by modern 
medicine", 


The Council is composed of most of the major Protestant bodies in the 
country. Its largest member is the United Church of Christ in Japan. 
EPS, Geneva 


OLD CATHOLICS, ROMAN CATHOLICS 
MEET IN THE NETHER™ANDS 


(Amersfoort) - Twelve theologians of the Old Catholic and Roman Catholic 
Churches have met here for a discussion of common interests and problems.. 


It was the first meeting of theologians from the two churches since 1724 
when three bishops left the Roman Catholie Church to form the 01d Catholic 
Church of Utrecht. 


The 12 theologians - six from each church - met with the approval of 

Bernard Cardinal Alfrink of Utrecht and the Old Catholic Archbishop-of . | 

Utrecht Dr. Andreas Rinkel. They scheduled similar meetings in the future. 
EPS, Geneva 


PATRIARCH ATTENDS OBSERVANCE . 
OF TUR:-ISH NATIONAL DAY 


(Istanbul) ~ The Ecumenical Patriarch visited Turkish Army headquarters here 
to participate in the national observance of the 1960 Revolution. 


It was his first appearance with Turkish authorities since reports of 
Several measures taken against the Patriarchate by the Turkish government 
(EPS No. 16). 


He was greeted by General Cevat Tuna of the Turkish Air Force and Mayor 
Hasim Iscan of Istanbul. | EPS, Geneva 
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IRISH BAPTISTS OPPOSE 
ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 


(Belfast) - The Baptist Union of Ireland in its annual meeting here adopted 
a resolution opposing the ecumenical movement. 


It declared that "this Assembly, being convinced of the pressing necessity 
for all evangelical Christians to clarify their attitude toward the World 
Council of Churches, the present ecumenical movement, and the 'Romeward! 
trend discernible in many quarters, now places on record its fundamental 
Opposition to the movements already enumerated", 


The resolution authorized the setting up of a committee to prepare a state- 
ment for publication which "will make clear the grounds of our opposition as 
Irish Baptists to these developments", 


Theme of speeches by the Assembly's main speaker was "Christ!s Desire for 
His Church", . EPS, Geneva 


YOUNG CHURCHES SEND 
OUT MISSIONARIES 


Two more "young" churches in Asia are sending out their first mission- 
aries. 


In Sarawak, Borneo, the Iban Methodists, who have been aided by foreign 
misSionaries from seven countries in recent years, are sending out the Rev, 
Jerry Rabu Magong, who will serve as an evangelist among the Senri people 
of Malaysia, one of the several aboriginal tribes in that country. ; 


In Yu-Li, Taiwan, the Amis tribe, whose Christian churches formed a presby- 
tery less than a year ago, is Sending out its first missionaries to Yami 
tribespeople living on a small island off the coast of Taiwan. 

EPS, Geneva 


AMERICAN, KOREAN DOCTORS 
TEND WOUNDED DEMONSTRATORS 


(Kwangju, Korea) -- American and Korean doctors in this beleaguered city are 
working around the clock to care for students and policemen injured in last 
week's anti-government demonstrations here, 


The Americans are Presbyterian U.S. missionary doctors on the staff of 
Kwangju Christian Hospital. The 200-bed hospital and a government provin- 
cial hospital are the only major treatment centres in CHIE NCL ty HOLE SL e OO 


More than 6,000 university and high school students reportedly demonstrated 
in Kwangju in an attempt to force Korean President Chung Hee Park to lift 
martial law, which he imposed in Seoul, the capital, following earlier 
demonstrations by more than 30,000 students and adults. 


The demonstrations have spread to three other provincial cities, Inchon, 
Pusan, and Chunchon, . EPS, Geneva 


U.S. OFFICIAL FORESEES JOINT 
R.C.-PROTESTANT MISSIONS 


(New York) = Joint Roman Catholic and Protestant missionary work may be the 
result of the present worldwide trend towards greater cooperation between 
the churches, a Protestant church leader and former missionary said here. 


Dr. David M. Stowe reported to a meeting of the National Council of Churches 
policy-making General Board that "cooperation in practical tasks of mission 
and service is the point at which the most Significant ecumenical develope 
ments are now beckoning". . Dr. Stowe is executive secretary of the NCC's 
Division of Foreign Missions. z +r 


In other actions of the two-day meeting the Board: 


- Approved in principle a plan for "dual school enrollment" whereby 
mounting financial pressures on parochial schools could be relieved through 
a sharing of educational functions with the public schools. It noted that 
"Protestants and Orthodox are conscious of the financial difficulties under 
which their Roman Catholic brethren and others labour in supporting two 
School systems", An estimated 500,000 Protestant and Orthodox children 
and 4,000,000 Roman Catholic children attend elementary and secondary ' 
parochial schools in the USA. es Ty ae 


- Adopted various resolutions in Support of the struggle for equal rights 
for all races including one asking the President and other: government =? 
officials "to take immediate steps to ensure the protection of American 
citizens engaged’ in the promotion of the free exercise .of the constitutior-~ 
ally guaranteed right to vote". It also voiced unanimous Support of its 
one-year-old Commission on Religion and Race, 


- Issued a’call to Christians. to recognize the "ever present danger of 
anti-Semitism", : : EPS, Geneva 


FREEDOM OF PRAGUE 
PARTICIPANTS EMPHASIZED 


(Cologne) - Participants in the forthcoming Prague Peace Conference Assembly 
"need not relinquish their freedom nor betray the Gospel", a prominent German 
church leadér said here. ie . 


They should ‘stand up for their opinions freely and openly and indeed are 
explicitly invited to do so by the organizers of the Assembly", said Presi- 
dent Ernest Wilm of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia, West Germany. 


Writing in the current issue of the "Newssheet for German and International 
Politics", President Wilm said that peace can best be furthered when those 

of different views communicate with each other, and not when they remain in’ 
isolation, Gurr bcs ne 


Speaking of Dr, Josef Hromadka, Prague Peace Conference president, he said: 
"Granted he champions a particular theological concept of peace, that he has 
a positive attitude toward socialistic Society, and that his opinion of the - 
German question relative, for example, to the recognition of two temporary 
German states, is very Similar to that expressed by Communist policy-makers, 


but he has a right to his Opinions as long as he does not require that 
others share them," | EPS, Geneva 
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BAST AFRICAN CHURCHES 
MAP URBAN STRATEGY 


(Dar-es-Salaam) ~ Strategy for the work of Hast African churches in urban 
areas was bluerrinted at a conference of 70 delegates here. 


The conference was sponsored by the All Africa Conference of Churches! Urban 
African Programme and by the Christian Council of Tanganyika's Rapid Social . 
Change Study. The host group was the Christian Council of Tanganyika. 
Participants came from Tonseryiks, Uganda, and Kenya. 


Roman Catholics were present both as speakers and observers. 


A conference report underlined the necessity of the entire Christian congre- 
gation - not just the ordained ministry - serving as the "missionary con- 
munity" in town and city areas. 


It also urged closer cooperation between urban and rural parishes in caring 
for members on the move and the need for study of such social questions as 
housing, unemployment, social justice, drinking, and prostitution. 


Another report on "Africanization" said that "while the African and non- 
African should work together in furthering the Gospel..where practicable 
the church should be headed by an indigenous African". 


One speaker, the Rev. John Kirobi of Kenya, declared: "We need to see that 
the Church gets planted in Africa and not transferred." EPS, Geneva 


NEW PRIMATE NAMED OF 
RUSSIAN CHURCH ABROAD 


(New York) ~ Bishop Philaret Vosnesensky, 61, of Brisbane, Australia, has 
been named new primate of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia. He 
succeeds Metropolitan Anastasius, 91, who is retiring. 


He was elected to the position by 20 leaders of the church in North and 
South America, Europe, and Australia, meeting here. 


The Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia does not cooperate with The 
Russian Orthodox Church. EPS, Geneva 


SWEDISH BISHOPS "STAND FIRM" ON BAN 
ON PREMARITAL SEX RELATIONS 


(Stockholm) ~ Bishops of the Church of Sweden have repudiated recent press 
reports that they were considering 4 softening of their earlier condemnation 
of premarital sexual relations as a sin. 


Bishop Bo Giertz of Gothenburg stressed that the April meeting of the 
Lutheran Bishops! Conference had stated, to the contrary, that it "naturally 
stood firm on Christian principles as set forth in such statements as the 
bishops! letter of 1951". 


He said that Bishop Helge Ljungberg of Stockholm had denied a report that 
quoted him as anticipating a revised, less harsh pronouncement on the 
subject. (EPS No. 17) | EPS, Geneva 


a 
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"RECONVERTED CHRISTIANS" 
SOUGHT BY JEWISH COMMUNITY 


(Brussels) ~ A prominent Jewish scholar said in an article dealing with 

the Second Vatican Council's discussion of anti-semitism that what the 

Jew 'hopefully expects of his Christian brother" is that he will be 
"reconverted and returned to the religion of Jesus." Mr. Léon Leibmann, 
professor at the University of Brussels, writing in the Jewish Publication 
Menorah, said "there are however profound differences and perhaps even 
divergences between the religion which Jesus practiced and never repudikted 
and the various Christian confessions and churches which are in-search of © 
their lost unity’. 


He said that while "some of these groups are undoubtedly in harmony with 
the Gospel ideal, others are more or less serious deviations which have 

kuilt up over the generations and have, in the end, partially paganized 

Shristianity". 


He suggested that "perhaps it is the duty of the Jew to pay witness through 
his own fidelity to Judaism; to the purity and perennial quality of the 
Jewish concept of monotheism which though ancient still speaks to the con- 

temporary condition!. 


He added that Jews and Christians can and should, as brothers who have 
been separated too long, seek a reconciliation which will in no way oLligate 
them to repudiate their principles or the fervour which motivates them. 


EPS, Geneva — 


GERMAN CHURCHES OBSERVE 
BARMEN DECLARATION ANNIVERSARY 


(Berlin) -~ Ceremonies throughout Germany last week marked the 30th anniver- 
sary of the Barmen Declaration in which Protestant leaders convened at 
Barmen, West Germany, in 1934, and took an open stand against Nazi ideology 
and endorsed a declaration defining the faith and mission of the Church. 


Thedeclaration, adopted by 139 theologians and clergy, condemned as falre 
"the doctrine that the Church should, and can adopt - beyond its proper 
mission - state character, state tasks, and state dignity, and thus become 
itself an organ of the state". 


It affirmed that the Church!s ona foundation is God's revelation through 
Jesus Christ and that its primary mission is to preach the Gospel of the 
unmerited Grace of God. 


It said. that. only Jesus Christ should be "listened to, confided in and 
obeyed and no other, in life and in death". 


The declaration became the theological basis for the Protestant churches 
«Tesistance to Nazism. 
EPS, Genera 


KENYA CHURCHES URGE SUPPORT 
OF U»N. CONVENTION ON PROSTITUTION 


(Nairobi) - The Christian Council of Kenya has sent a memorandum to the 
Kenyan Government urging that the nation, as a member of the United Nations, 
Should become a signatory to the Convention for the Suppressing of the 
Traffic in Persons approved by the General Assembly in 1949. 


This Convention recognises that the problem of prostitution oannot be solved a 
LY noesures directed solely against the women involved. 
' EPS, Geneva 
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ITALIAN COURT UPHOLDS SENTENCE OF 
PRIEST FOR SUPPORTING C.0.!5 RIGHTS 


(Rome) - Italy's Supreme Court of Appeals has upheld the prison sentences 
of a Roman Catholic priest and of a newspaper editor convicted of having 
published an interview supporting. conscientious objection. 


The priest, Father Ernest Balducei of Florence, was given an eight-month 
suspended sentence after publishing an article in Il Giornale del Mattino,. 
The editor of the paper was given a six-month suspended sentence. 


The defence has asked annulment of the lower court's sentences on the 
grounds that the Italian Constitution guarantees freedom of expression. 


- There are 12 conscientious objectors in Italian military prisons at the 
moment. Many of them are serving their second, third, or even: fourth 


-- sentences on the same charge. After release from prison on completion of 


the first sentence the conscientious objector is tried again and given 
another sentence if he still refuses to bear arms. This chain of imprison- 
ments continues until he reaches 45. At that age under Italian law he is 
no longer eligible for military service. EPS, Geneva 


"SECRET" COMMUNITIES 
DISCOVERED IN SIBERIA 


(Moscow) - A large number of "secret" Christian communities have been 
discovered in Siberia, according’ to the Russian atheist magazine Nauka i 
Religija.. It reported that woodsmen working in the area have discovered 
the communities, most of whose members belong to the Raskolniky sect.” 


It said they are living in extreme poverty in order to avoid the "anti- 
Christ". For the most part they earn their living by farming and breed- 
ing animals and poultry. When they fear discovery they flee to an even 
more inaccessible place. 


The Raskolnikys (Old Believers) broke away from the Russian Orthodox Church 
in the middle of the 17th century because of the dissatisfaction with 
reforms introduced then. EPS, Geneva 


‘IN BRIEF 


The Anglican and Eastern Churches' Association will mark the céntenary ef 
its foundation at observances June 20 and 27. On June 20 these will 
include a Solemn Divine Liturgy in the Greek Orthodox Cathedral, London, 

at which the Archbishop of Canterbury will be the preacher. On June 27 
celebrations will commemorate the memory of Dr. John Mason Neale, (1818-66), 
Anglican author ans hymn- writer who gai the Association. 


%¥ * * 
An estate of 20 acres in Whitefield on the outskirts of Bangalore has been 
purchased as the site for headquarters for the Ecumenical Christian Centre 


of Bangalore (not to be confused with the Christian Institute for the Study 
of Religion and Society, also in Bangalore). 


Tet sy PPAR sg 
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A service of dedication opened a wholesale warehouse recently in Belfast, 
Ireland. It was conducted by the Anglican Bishop of Connor, the 

Rt. Rev. Dr. R.O.H. Elliott, as a "very practical way (of demonstrating) 
the relationship between work and worship". 


* * * 


The American Jewish Committee has announced it will open a centre in Rome 
for the study of ways of combatting prejudice especially as it arises in 
the teaching of different faiths. 


* * % 


The Grand Band of the Order of the Star of Africa has been conferred upon 

the Rt. Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, Presiding Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church (U.S.A.), by the President of Liberia, William V.S. Tubman. 
The presentation cited Bishop Lichtenberger for his vigorous support of the 
Episcopal Church's programme in Liberia and praised him for his stand against 
racial segregation in America. | 


oe &. 


Many Arab Moslem refugee school children from Palestine now in Cairo, UAR, 
will have new clothes as the result of a recent donation of cloth by Church 
World Service, overseas agency of USA Protestant and Orthodox Churches. 
More than 2,000 yards of material were distributed in five yard lots during 
a recent Moslem religious holiday. CWS annually distributs some $50,000 
worth of food and clothing to the 7,500 Palestine refugees in Egypt. 


* * * 


The admission of Seinan Gakuin Theological School, Kyushu, Japan, to the 
Inter-Seminary Association was unanimously affirmed at the annual Inter- 
seminary Conference held recently in Kyoto. Seinan Gakuin was founded by 
Southern Baptists. The Association, started fourteen years ago, includes 
about 500 seminary students at eight major Protestant seminaries in Japan. 


* * ca 


A Roman Catholic service was held recently in the University of Chicago's 
Rockefeller Chapel when the "Demonstration English Mass" of 26-year-old © 
composer and liturgist Dennis Fitzpatrick was presented. The event, 
attended by 2,00 persons, was sponsored by 20 Protestant churches and 
seminaries and seven Roman Catholic ZrOUPS. The Mass uses English 
throughout and in general simplifies the music, and ritual, thus making 
it "externally closer to the service of many Protestant groups", one 
report noted. 


* Zara Se 


A comprehensive survey of the social and religious situation in Taiwan 
sin«e the end of World War II has keen undertaken by Tainan Theological | 
College here,. The survey will examine the Christian community within 
the context of modern Taiwanese life, On the basis of its findings, 

a research committee, under the leadership of the seminary's principal, 
C.H. Hwang, will submit recommendations for a concrete programme of joint 
action by Protsstant churches throughout the island. a wae 


* Fh eae 


The Pope has approved the new regulations to relax the ban on cremation for 
Roman Catholica. The new instruction specifies that the old penalties, 
established in 1886 in response to ageressive anti-religious movements, 
still apply in the case of anyone who wishes cremation as a form of 
defiance of the belief in immortality of the soul or resurrection of the 
body. However, it acknowledges that there are legitimate economic and 
hygienic reasons for cremation in some parts of the world where burial 


Space is limited. 
HH 
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The Swiss Government has approved a project to set up an International 
Protestant Broadcasting Station in Switzerland. The interdenominational 
project started by a group of interested persons in 1958 has received the 
approval of all hut two of the cantonal churches in Switzerland. The 
stationa: will now seek support both in Switzerland and in other countries. 


* * * 


The Roman Catholic hierardyof Peru has’ issued a pastoral letter supporting 
reoently enacted agerien reform laws which will divide all the nation's 
farm lands, including those owned hy the church, more equitably among Peru's 
citizens. 


Cox We i apie 


A four-member delegation of the Presbyterian Cminch of England recently 
spent a week in Hungary as the guests of the Hungarian Reformed Church. 


* * * 


Roman Catholic and Protestant leaders recently took part in Buenos Aires 
in the first National Conference of Private Education. Among those 
attending the two-day sessions were Antonio (ardinal Caggiano, Archrishop 
of Buenos Aires, and Dr. Jonas Villaverde, president of the Le, 
RES Lutheran Church in Argentina. 


* * ¥% 


An Army publication, Ceskoslovenski Vojak, in Czechoslovakia has cautioned 
against outright suppression of the Roman Oatholic Church, holding that to 
do so would drive. Catholics "underground" and beyond control of the 
government, Vatican Radio reports. 


* * * 


Some 350 members of the Young Men's Christian Association and Young Women's 
Christian Association from many countries will meet in Beirut, Lebanon, 
‘August 17 to 25, in a joint YMCA/YWCA World Conference of Young Adults. 

A major address will be given by Dr. Charles Malik, of Lebanon, former 
President of the United Nations General Assembly. 


x * * 


Swiss Reformed, Old Catholic, and Roman Catholic theological students met 
for a three-day interconfessional meeting of study and prayer + the first 
event of its kind ever held in Switzerland. 


* * * 


The Soviet newspaper Pravda has called for the abolition of religious 
holidays such as Haster and Trinity Sunday which fall during the farming 
season and are reported to have caused heavy economic losses. It said 
the holidays are "pernicious for the health and psychological well being 
of the people". 


* * * 
Seventeen Protestant missionaries and their children, all of them Swedish 
with the exception of one British subject, are reported to have been 


evacuated from the Kivu Province Centre in the Congo and taken to Usumburay 
the capital of Ruanda. 


* * * 


A series of nine lectures on theology will be given by leaders of various 
churches at the Swiss National Exhibition in Lausanne. 


* * ie 
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Government officials of the Brazilian State of Maranhao have sent a doctor 
and a special research team into outlying areas to study the cause of an 
epidemic of malaria in response to requests from medical missionaries of 
the Presbyterian Church U.S. (Southern) working there. The missionaries 
have been fighting outbreaks of the disease for many years. Larger’ 
campaigns against malaria have been planned by the Protestant churches ‘of 
Brazil, through the resettlement project sponsored by the Evangelical 
Confederation, Brazil's council of churches, and by the United States and 
Brazilian governments. A new Alliance for Progress loan of $6.5 million 
is designated for malaria control throughout Brazil. is war G 
*¥ * 


Baptists in Israel. are launching an evangelistic programme for the summer 
in which teams of two persons will visit villages in Galilee to conduct 
evangelistic services dnd Bible classes in local homes. ; 


Deus dew ieausek og 


A theological study course for Roman Catholic laymen has been inaugurated 
in Buenos Aires by Antonio Cardinal Caggiano. Its first courses will . 
deal with Christian unity and the work of the Vatican Council. 


The Council of the German Evangelical Church (EKID) has named Dr. Edmund 
Schlink, professor of Protestant theology and director of the Ecumenical 
Institute at the University of Heidelberg, as its observer to the third 
session of Vatican Council II. Drv. Sehlink was-the observer to the first 
two sessions, 3 RE | | aN 

¥ * * 


Pastor Harald Sdbye, who was obliged to retire from the ministry of the 
national Lutheran Church of Denmark in May for preaching politics, has 
declared that he will try to organize a free Lutheran Church. He said he 
would’ seek especially to foster relationships with existing free congrega- 
tions. (EPS No. 19): | , EPS, Geneva 


% 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


SOUTHERN AFRICA CHRISTIAN CONSULTATION 
ON RACH RELATIONS 


"Christian Practice and Desirable etic 
in Social Change and Race Relations" 


(Following is a special report of a consultation called by the Department 
en Church and Society of the World Council of “hurches, the Mindola ; 
Eeumernical Foundation and the Institute of Race Relations held May 25th -— 
vune 2nd at Mindola Foundation, Kitwe, No.. Rhodesia. The meeting was 
attended by 60. clergy and laity primarily from churches in southern Africa, 
and also from Northern and Southern Rhodesia, and Nyasaland. The purpose 
7° the consultation was not so debate the Christian attitude to race but how 
Christians may work to change the existing patterns of race relations 
Shrough political, economic and social action. The following is a summary 
of a onger report to be issued later.) Ni 


JNTRODUCTION * 


Relations between races are a basic human problem facing mankind today and 
a matter of burning international concern. While recognising that 
Southern Africa has no monopoly of racial and other tensions, the Consul- 
tation considered that the circumstances of this area, and the nature of 
the problems of South Africa demand a particular study. It endorsed the 
need for an ecumencial approach as an expression of the unity of the Church 
of Christ and of international Christian concern over a situation which 
Cchailenges the Christian conscience and for which the Church has yet found 
no solution, 


Failure to look at life as a whole and acceptance of apparent limitations to 
action have «oused the Church to fail to fulfil its reconciling mission, 

It has been sviity of the sin of -silence, lack of identification with the 
“coring and oppressed, wawillingness to be involved, and lack of real 
fellowship in Christ. 


m2 


The Consultation believed that once this is realised and confessed, many as 
yet unexploited avenues of witness, service, and seconciliation will open 
to Christians, and it calied particularly on the individual lay Christian 
to assume his responsibility in these and other respects. 


+ is essential thas the foundations of anequitable society should be laid 
dewn now, and that the Church, laymen and clergy alike, be ready to under- 
stand the situation and to prepare for the future with effective Christian 
action and fortitude. 


-_ - _ — ~ _ ~- = — 


(nere were members of the Consultation who felt bound to disassociate 
themselves fzam any suggesticn .that the use of industrial disruption, the 
invoking of sarm’"ons or other forms of international intervention, or the 
use of internal violence are permissible methods to secure social justice. 
Some members of the Consultation were of the opinion that it is not the 

task of the Church as an institution or organisation to undertake to produce 
and to carry into effect specific economic and political solutions to human 
problems. ) 
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The Present Position 


The Consultation then proceeded to analyse various aspects of the economic, 
political, and social situation and the position of the Church in relation 
to these. EG ie 3 kas sonaeeee 


While recognising the differences between the various countries discussed 
the Consultation came to the conclusion that the following.general pattern 
Obtained: o . 


Economic power rests almost entirely in the hands of the white man, and 
this has given rise to an economy with a double standard: which over-- 
whelmingly favours him. In all cases, there is great disparity in wage - 
levels and occupational status and the burden of poverty and distress rests 
on the non-whites who, because of legislative restrictions, and lack of. 
education, capital, end credit, have not been able to participate’ to-any-: 
notable extent in business enterprise. This economic duality'is paine 
fully reflected in the educational systems where there is a similar 
disparity in the financial provisions made for the various raoss and’ where 
facilities for non--whites for vocational and technical, secondary and 
university education are totally inadequate. 


The Consultation particularly noted the many legal and traditional barriers 
which either prohibit. outright or hinder. the acquisition by non-whites of 
the freedoms of association. of movement. and ofi speech, and give rikse to. 
great sooial evils which are the concern of the Church. | Aiesd 


In considering the political situation: the Consultation drew attention to 
the process. by which constitutional: channels of’ achieving political rights 
and exercising civil. liberties have: been closed to non-whites despite the 
peaceful measures adopted by Afpican political ‘organisations over many 
years to seoure ordered and. negotiated charige.’ This has brought leading © 
Africans to the conclusion that violence is their only recourse. This 
conviction, taken in conjunction with hardening. governmental attitudes 


. de 


and intérnational ‘preparations to intervene, has increased the praviityvorae 
the situation. Government without the consent of.the governed cannot be ~ 
approved by Christians, | The world community, in addition to condemning, 
has the duty to produce constructive alternative solutions. Where the- 
declared polisy of the government of new nations is to establish a non- 
racial society, the Church has an opportunity to respond in its life and”: 
work-to the needs ‘of ‘these countries; aaenr BS ; a 


The Consultation considered four forms of action: spiritual. resistanss, 
constructive political opposition, extra-constitutional activity, and 
violence. ar gt a Plea My fe al SoMa i Ht HEY a 

The Corisultation examined thé nature of. society in Southern Africa as 


présented in papers and discussion. It found a society where privileges... 
of all kinds are the apparent prerogative of white men and where racial 
pride and:-prejudioe have led to a society racially stratified and ae 
geographically divided into "racial sections".’’ Such social and racial, 
stratification is not only opposed to Christian concepts, but is regarded 
by the Afrioan as ‘depriving him of Christian and civic responsibility. 
Among the whites, fear of competition and’ of physical absorption BU, Re acs 
African have led to hardened attitudes, oppression, and absence of trust 


between Christians arid ‘to ‘a distortion -of accepted norms of social 


behaviour. Tribalistic and nationalistic lines of division within the ae 
Churoh have hindered united Christian witness and destroyed Christian 
fellowship. Ignorance of the dynamics of the emergent society is pre- 


valent among laymen and clergy alike, and there is an absence of common 
plans of action and common undertakings, and reluctance on the part of the 
Church to work with other lay organisations and agencies. Lines of 

communication are breaking down. ; . 
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The Call of the Church for Positive Action 


After studying the picture presented of great inequalities in wealth, the 
selfish possession of economic power by a minority racial group, the denial 

to men of opportunity for full Christian manhood, and the moral respon- 
sibility of the Church and of Christians, the Consultation called on the 
Church and Christians to act positively to eliminate the discriminatory struc+r 
ture of the present system. 


The Consultation considered that it was a responsiblity of the Church to do 
everything in its power to remove the. duality ir economic, eccupational, 

and educational .opportunity which cause so much poverty and human suffering. 
To this end it suggested that it is imperative for the Church to extend its 
educational and training activities, particularly vocational and technical, 
and to accept a special responsibility for initiating and encouraging 
literary campaigns. To promote non-white participation in economic res- 
ponsibility it is the duty of the Church and Christian businessmen to seek 
to persuade both Government and private enterprise to provide capital and 
credit and to train non-whites for rapid advance, The Church and missions 
themselves should fully utilise their lands in rural areas and encourage 
collective (cooperative) farming where desirable. : 


Equitable freehold distribution of land, is of basic importance and repeal 
of legislation hindering this should be sought. Means by which non-whites 
share.in industrial ownership should be increased and encouraged. The 
Church has an essential duty to prevent abuses in the system of recruitment 
of migratory labour and to seek its reduction to a minimum. 


The repeal of all legislation contrary to the Christian conscienoe should 
be sought and, in particular, those ls,+3 which prevent the proper formation 
of trade unions and freedom in choice of work, and which entrench dis- 
criminatory systems of education. 


PolitveaL, “Action 


After full debate the Consultation was unanimous that all adults of 
whatever race have the right to partisipate in the policy-making decisions 
of the country to which they belong, and that all generally recognised 
civil rights are part of such participation. It stated that the formal 
extension of the franchise is in itself no guarantee of full and just 
partioipation, but asserted that justice requires that political power in 
the form of the vote should be shared as widely as possible throughout the 
population and that every man's vote should have the same value While all 
were agreed with this ultimate political goal, there was difference of 
opinion as to the method of achieving it, but recognition of the need for 
some immediate action was unanimous. 


The Consultation recommended that in order to ensure this and to allay the 
fears of present dominant groups in plural societies the granting of equal 
rights and responsibilities of citizenship should be accompanied by a 
constitutionally guaranteed Bill of Rights establishing the liberties of 
all citizens so as toassure minorities of legal protection by an indepen- 
dent judiciary. 


‘Arter reviewing the various forms of Political action to improve race 
relations open to Christians, the Consultation agreed that in accordance 
with the dictates of Christian conscience and the Word of God, all 
Christians should take the initiative in resisting evil by one of these 
means. 


In particular, the Consultation asked that the churches in Britain should 
try to ensure that the British Covernment does not shirk its responsibility 
in seeking a solution to the constitutional problem. Churches in Britain 
and Southern Rhodesia were asked to create the sonditions necessary for 
calling of a constitutional conference in which Africans and Europeans 
would agree on the future of the country. — 
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New Taeka for the Churgh 


Turning to the Church and Society the Consultation emphasised. the need ° 
for commitment to unity, loyalty of ministry and laity across racial 

' barriers, the adequate training of ministry and laity, and willingness to. . 
accept international help and other assistance. 


Teaching’ and preaching must be made more relevant to the sitation; to 
achieve this, special courses of instrwtion for clergy and laity, reinforced 
by méaningful and effective Bible study, shauld be developed. An actual 
knowledge of the dynamics of race prejudice and discrimination is essential, 
and the most effective way of imparting this lies in the formation of small 
study groups. . 


There is need for a full. examination of the growth of an indigenised church 
which should not be directed from without, and the Consultation suggested 5 
that the All Africa Conference of Churchés should launch an examination of 

this and of the implications of an indigenous liturgy. 


Examining areas in which the Church could take fruitful action, the Con- 
sultation urged Christians engaged in teaching and other professions to 
come together in positive co-operation and pointed to the desirability of 
non-racial student camps and student groups. Those who are qualified 
Should offer tutorial help to African students. : 


The Consultation again stressed the disruptive effect of the migratory 
labour system and re-iterated its call to Christians to take every possible 
step to reduce the evil it produces, It also drew possible attention to 
the need to modify legislation which hindered the growth of Christian 
family life and to the right of all citizens to choose their places of 
abode. Astudy of the legal status of African women was urged. 


Dealing with marriage, the Consultation considered that the Church- and 
Christians should study more closely marriage by customary rites, and 

stated emphatically that there are no scriptural grounds for forbidding 
Marriage of persons of different races. The Church has the responsibility 
to create within society a climate of acceptance of inter-racial marriages. 


EPS, Geneva | 


GENEVA SWITZERLAND 
TELEPHONE 36 71 30 (33 34 00) 


CABLES ““OIKOUMENE” 


Ecumenical Press Service 


U.S. ENQUIRIES : 
WCC, 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK 10027 


TEL. RIVERSIDE 9-4887 


Published weekly 


No. 23/31st Year 18th June, 1964 


On Other Pages 


Way oOnueaurvavOrs  Teceive CHUGH ALG eel le ey 8 le Be si wre vee 2 
Senate cloture vote hailed: churches pledge "next Beso ine pale bantes 5) 
Survey of union moves reveals greater confessional range .... .» 4 
Terwan CHUPCNes  SULrvey uWOLK. os we ee ew ial elas we Oe ei aie ees es 
Church leaders hear disarmament negotiators ... +. ++ «© + «© « » 8 
Churches discuss North India union plan . 2. «6 we © © #@ © ee 9 
Spanish Jewish leader expresses hopes for PELISVOVSULLOOT UY | Mees ate 
Report on churches in China made to French WeSC O25 giver war (ial lets dle des 
ee Se a ee ae i Oh eae in ut ieieh so (ean SNe Nal arial ie 8 i wom eS Mar Miele 


er rn eR A LY 


NATIONALISM SEEN THREATENING 
BUROPEAN UNITY 


(Geneva) - A warning that resurgent nationalism threatens progress towards 
European unity was issued here by the Committee on Christian Responsibility 
for European Cooperation (CCREC). 


The Committee, an unofficial ecumenical study group of some 20 top Huropean 
economic and political leaders, said that "the initial push' which inspired 

steps towards the creation of a united Europe after World War II had "loss 

much of its forces 


"Today we see European integration being pursued in negotiations of a 
technical character while at the same time we perceive a re-awakening of a 
fervid nationalism which we had believed ended", the Committee said. 


The meeting was the semi-annual session of CCREC, which was organized in 
1950. Chairman is Dr. C.l. Patijn, professor of international relations 
at the University of Utrecht and a member of the Dutch Parliament. 


The Committee said the Buropean churches have a duty to issue "a grave 
warning" to the peoples and governments of Hurope against "the tendency to 
have recourse to national interests as the criteria of what is good and bad 
in international relations". 


The Committee also said that the control by member states of the Common 
Market apparatus is not sufficient to replace that of a European parliamen- 
tary assembly which is required for the promotion and consolidation of 
effective democracy on the continent. 
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Speakers at the meeting included: M. Jean Ray, Brussels, member of the 
Commission of the Common Market; Professor André Philip, of the Sorbonne, 
Paris, a leader of the French delegation to the Trade Conference just con- 
cluded in Geneva; and Dr, Walter Strauss, of Germany, member of the Buro- 
pean High Court at Luxembourg. 


The members of the Committee were joined in their discussions by several 
church leaders including Dr. E. Emmens, general secretary of the Netherlands 
Reformed Church; Dr. Roger P. Wilson, Anglican Bishop of Chichester, 
England; and Pastor Charles Westphal, president of the French Protestant 
Federation. 


The Committee agreed greater attention must be paid by European churches to 
the concerns of laymen working on the staffs of agencies concerned with 
European cooperation and also to social issues such as inflation and 
migration which have arisen as the result of the rapid moves towards “~" 
European integration, . 3 EPS, Geneva 


VAJONT SURVIVORS 
RECEIVE CHURCH AID 


(Longarone, Italy) -:- Ten houses, constructed of prefabricated sections, and 
intended‘as dwellings for families made homeless by the Vajont dam disaster 
in northern Italy tast October, were opened last week. The houses, which 
have been erected on land donated by the provincial civil authorities, form 
a small Satellite village on the outskirts of San ‘Quirino, near ' Porderone, 
in the province of Udine. 


The cost of the houses - a total of $35,000 - was donated by churches and 
individuals in response to an emergency appeal issued by the World Council 

of Churches! Division of -Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. More 
than half of this: sum was laced by Italian Protestant churches and inter- 
denominational groups through the Federal Council of Protestant Churches. in 
Italy. 


The housés were ‘opened, in the presence of ary Suenos and minieinat 
authorities and a number of Protestant pastors, by Dr. Glen Garfield 
Williams, area secretary for Europe of the WCC'!s Inter-Church Aid Division, 
He was assisted by Dr. Alberto Ribet, pastor of the Waldensian church in , 
Milan, who had been delegated by the Federal Council of Protestant Churches 
in Italy and the WCC to supervise the construction. Dr, Williams harded 
the house keys to ten families from the villages of Erto and Casso, situated 
above the Vajont dam, two villages made uninhabitable by the undermining 
action of the great waves produced at the time of the disaster. — 


San Quirino itself is situated in the plains but the houses are placed so as 
to provide a view up to the mountains from which the occupants have come. 
“pti .EPS, Geneva 


WoC CABLES 
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH 


(Geneva) » The World aunt of ‘iasohes has cated the A PN Patriarch 
Athenagoras of "our prayers for your speedy recovery in order that you may 
continue to give leadership to your chureh and -to the.whole ecumenical move- 
ment", 


The Patriarch, 78, collapsed last week from overwork while officiating at a 
church service in Istanbul. Reports said he has been ordered to take a ; 
"complete rest" for some time. HPS, Geneva 
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SENATE CLOTURE VOTE HAILED: 
CHURCHES PLEDGE "NEXT STEPS" 


(New York) - A US church leader has hailed the Senate vote for cloture on 
the civil rights bill and pledged his organization to "next steps" to get a 
strong bill passed by the Senate. 


Dr. Robert W. Spike, executive director of the National Council of Churches! 
Commission on Religion and Race, said the cloture vote "has been longed for, 
prayed for, and worked for by a great many church people" who were expressing 
‘their religious faith as citizens of a free country", 


Later in a press conference in Jackson, Mississippi, Dr; Spike said the 
NCC's involvement in civil rights efforts in that state were not motivated 
by "a perverse desire to stir up trouble", but by the hope that it would 
"help the whole country in its struggle to achieve a moral, just situation 
for all of its citizens", 


NCC efforts in.the state include a training programme for college and 
seminary students who will work with civil rights groups in the state during 
the summer and a long-range project, to which members of the World Council 
of Churches have been asked to contribute, to provide aid in the Mississippi 
Delta area. 


Other developments in US race relations last week were these: 


~ Methodists of the Western North Carolina Conference, a white group, set 
up a commission to explore ways of increasing cooperation and understanding 
_with the all-Negro North Carolina Conference. 


- The General Board of the National Council of Churches announced plans 
for a nationai campaign for "open-door" membership among all its member 
churches. 


It was reported that well over one-third of the congregations of the 
United Church of Christ have adopted "open membership" policies, 


- Dr, Hugene Carson Bliake, chairman of the NCC's Commission, speaking in 
Washington, D.C., said that unless the nation moves quickly to assure equal 
Prents tor ali he citizens it could "go the way of Rome and Athens 
collapsing before the barbarians or a totalitarian state", 


- Protestant Episcopal Church leaders from 70 parishes in Rhode Island 
pledged themselves to work to eliminate inequalities based on race in hiring, 
buying, building, and borrowing. 


~ A request for the removal of James Francis Cardinal McIntyre, Roman 
Catholic’ Archbishop of Los Angeles, was sent to the Pope by Father Wiiliam 
H. DuBay, a twenty-nine-year-old priest. He said the Cardinal had "failed 
to exercise moral leadership among the Catholics of this diocese on racial 
discrimination", Other Roman Catholic groups in the area, notably 
Catholics United for Racial Equality, have also protested the Cardinal's 
policies. 


- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and 17 companions ~- Negro and white ~ were 
arrested on trespassing charges in St. Augustine, Florida, where they sought 
to integrate a segregated restaurant. It was Dr. King's 14th such arrest. 
He and some others of the group were later released on bond. 

EPS; Geneva 
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SURVEY OF UNION MOVES REVEALS 
GREATER CONFESSIONAL RANGE 


(Geneva) ~ Contemporary church union negotiations are more widespread geo- 
graphically and involve a broader confessional range than ever before, it is 
revealed in a new survey made by the World Council of Churches. 


The survey shows that underway at present are 26 negotiations for church 
union which cross confessional boundarieg and 12 negotiations for organic 

. union within such boundaries. In the former category 11 have progressed to 
the point where specific plans for union have been developed. In the latter, 
two have reached this point. Other negotiations have been initiated recent- 
ly, but Wits too early’ to report on their status. 


The Beosrenhi onl spread of these movements is wide:- 102 churches in 30 
countries on five continents are involved. 


in one way these recent developments reverse the previous tendency in church 
union negotiation, said the Rev. Meredith B. Handspicker, assistant secretary 
of the World Council's Faith .and Order Department, which conducted the study. 


He noted that while lromrlg25 to the present there were 37 organic unions 
issuing from the movement toward church unity, only 12 were of a trans-~ 
confessional nature and 25 were within confessional boundaries. 


He said present statistics reflect only a small part of the significance of 
;the movement. . He noted that the new trend, which is marked by greater 
emphasis on transconfessional unions, indicates "an increasing willingness 
of the churches to face the deepest differences in doctrine and church order, 


"While it is impossible to make generalizations which adequately cover such 
& variegated field of negotiations, two developments are widespread and seem 
to go hand in hand. eee 


"This is that at the same time there is, in both conversations and actual 

union schemes, an increasing emphasis on the 'lay apostolate! in ministry, 

worship, and evangelism, and yet an increasing consensus that the minis tzy 
of a united church should be episcopally ordered. 


"Theological ‘reflection on the Significance of the conflation of these two 
movements - towards an increasing sense of the significance of the laisy and 
towards an episcopally ordered church ~- is needed and may well contribute to 
our understanding of the way in which episcopal, presbyteral, and congrega~ 
- tional elements can enter into the constitution of a church ‘truly catholic, 
truly reformed, and truly evangelical'," 


(Results of the completed study will be published by the World Council in the 


July issue of The Ecumenical Review, the WCC quarterly. Offprints are 


available from the WCC Publications Office. ) | EPS, Geneva ' 


TRISH PRESBYTERIANS WEIGH 
CHURCH STAND ON UNION 


(Belfast) - The Presbyterian Church in Ireland has adopted a resolution 
declaring that, while it recognized that there was no change in the official 
doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church that would encourage union hopes, Lt 
welcomed every indication of a desire by Rome for "reform". 


The resolution called on Presbyterians to witness to their faith with charity 
and conviction in their dealings with Roman Catholics. EPS, Geneva 
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TAIWAN CHURCHES 
SURVEY WORK 


(Tainan, Taiwan) - A comprehensive survey of the social and religious 
Situation in Taiwan is underway here by Tainan Theological College. 


Purpose of the survey is to examine the mission of the Church as it is 
presently being carried cut. end ways of making it nore. effective. 


The survey will study both the community of the island and the Christian 
churches within it. On the basis of its findings recommendations will’ be 
submitted for a programme of joint action by the island's Protestant 
churches. 


The impetus for the survey, which has the support of Taiwan's Episcopal, 
Presbyterian, Lutheran, and Methodist churches, grew out of a series of 
interdenominational meetings of the church leaders. 


It was promoted by plans for the celebration in 1965 of the centenary of 
Protestant work in Taiwan which will have as its theme "Into the Second. 
Century Together". 


An announcement of the plan said that if this theme is to have "substance 
and vitality" it must be "supported by a solid foundation of careful 
planning". 


Fifteen sub-committees have been set up to study such areas as the biblical 
and theological foundation of Christian mission, the demographic situation, 
religion and culture, economics, the occupational and welfare situation, 
education, medical care,:. social welfare, and mass communications. One 
group will review relations with Roman Catholics. 


The Tainan Theological College's Research Centre will conduct the survey 
under the direction of an inter-church committee headed by College prin- 
cipal C.H. Hwang. 


Bema jor pervion Of its cost, expected: to total $10,000, will be jointly 
underwritten by the World Council of Churches and tie Hast Asia: ‘Christian 
Conference. 


Since 1945 the Christian communities of Taiwan have grown from less than 

one percent of the total population to bweteen four and five percent. 

With this has come a proliferation of denominations and independent churches 
now numbering some fifty organizations. There also has been an explosive. 
growth in the Roman Catholic Church which had roughly 8, OOO members in tae 

and today numbers more. than 245,000. 


At the same time the years Since the end of World War II have been "a 
period of social upheaval unprecedented in the history of Taiwan. An 
isolated agricultural society has suddenly been plunged into the maelstrom 
of industrialization, population growth, and ee with pibe raya 
affairs...', a survey prospectus said. : 


All this indicates "the need to pause and take stock of this hopeful, yet 
bewildering situation is now urgent", it said. 
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ETHNIC, RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 
ASSAILED BY CANADIAN PRESBYTERIANS 


(Toronto) ~ Canada's Presbyterians: served notice here that they intend to 
eliminate. ethnic and racial discrimination from their ranks, 


The 250 delegates to the 90th general assembly asked the church's eight 
Synods to "study this question with a view to rooting out racial and ethnic 
discrimination in the church and by Presbyterians in all their work and 
relationships", 


The delegates further called for a study of Canada's immigration policies 
for non-white people. : ee 


The assembly also authorized discussions with the. United Church of Canada 
on cooperation and the biblical meaning of unity. The United Church was 
established in 1925 as the result of a union involving Methodists, Congre- 
gationalists, and some Presbyterians. . EPS, Geneva — 


CHURCH TEAM LEAVES 
FOR INDONESIA 


(Sydney) e Forty-six Australian Christians have left here to spend three ~ 
weeks in Indonesia on a goodwill and service mission. 


Jointly sponsored by the Australian Council of Churches and the Roman 
Catholic Pontifical Mission Aid Society, the team includes doctors, dentists, 
pharmacists, social workers, veterinarians, farmers, agronomists, eduea- 
tionalists, builders, tradesmen, and administrative personnel. All 
volunteered to make the trip and paid their own fares, 


In Indonesia they will be the guests of the. National Council of Churches. 
and of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Djakarta. EPS, Geneva | 


U.S. CHURCHES: ASK WORLD 
PRESSURE TO END S. AFRICAN APARTHEID 


(New York) - The General Board of the National Council of Churches has 
asserted that South Africa's apartheid policy is.a "threat to world peace" - 
and called for the world pressures, through the United Nations, for 


abolition of racial discrimination there, 


The Board, while confessing "our own problems in matters of racial justice", 
noted that segregation is against the law in the United States whereas it 
is the national policy of the government in South Africa, 


The resolution also said the United Nations should also seek "an immediate 
amnesty for opponents of apartheid" and should study the application of 
sanctions . It paid tribute to South African church leaders who have 
taken a strong position against apartheid, : EPS, Geneva 
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ACT TO AVERT SOCIAL UPHEAVAL 
CARDINAL WARNS ARGENTINA 


(Buenos Aires) - Antonio Cardinal Caggiano, Archbishop of Buenos Aires, 
urged ‘that immediate steps be taken to find a solution for Argentina's 
pressing social and economic problems and thus ward off what he called the 
imminent:danger of a social explosion. 


He made his plea in a pastoral letter which has won outspcken endorsement 
from government leaders. 


The first official comment came from Interior Minister Juan S. Palermo, 
who told newsmen that the Cardinal's "magnificent exhortation concurs in 
letter and spirit with the sentiment of the government". 


Cardinal Caggiano's letter calied for "serene and dispassionate thinking 


before it is too late", He told his fellow citizens that "I fear we are 
repidly and dangerously approaching a critical point in which social 
tension could explode and endanger public peace". EPS; Geneva 


REFORMED CHURCH AGREES 
TO BROADEN UNION TALKS 


Buck Hill Falls) - The Reformed Church in America voted at its annual 
General Synod here to continue conversations with the Presbyterian Church 
in the US (Southern) Looking towards eventual union. 


Commissioners faites) also agreed to "broaden" the union talks to 
include the United Presbyterian Church in the USA. 


The same recommendations have already been accepted by the Presbyterian 
Usechureh. ; : EPS, Géneva 


PROTESTANT GROUP BEGINS WORK 
ON SETTLEMENT IN GALILEE 


(Jerusalem) - The first four Protestant families + 17 persons in all - 
have started work on the erection of a long-discussed Christian settlement 
at Ness Ammim in Western Galilee. They come from Switzerland, Britain, 


the Netherlands, and the United States. 


The settlers plan first to build a mechanical workshop and then a small 
number of industries. They will stay for some years and then make way 
for other families. Land around the settlement has been under tillage 
for some time. 


Construction of the settlement- modelled along the lines of the Jewish 
"kibbutz" or cooperative village ~ was first announced in 1962. Initial 
objections raised by Orthodox Jewish groups were overcome when clear-cut a 
assuranocsswere given that no missionary activities would be promoted 

by the Christian settlement. EPS, Geneva 


Nu. 23 —- Akth June, 1964 sae = 8 


CHURCH LEADERS HEAR 
DISARMAMENT NEGOTIATORS 


(Geneva) - Top disarmament negotiators of the USA, the USSR, and Great 
Britain addressed a meeting here of 35 church leaders rom 12 countries, ~ 
sponsored by the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of 
the World Council of Churches. sng 


Presenting the positions of their nations in the current round of Geneva 
discussions were: Mr. William ¢. Foster, director of the US Arms Control 
and Disarmament Agency, and the US Ambassador Clare Timberlake; Ambassador 
Sir Paul Mason of the UK; and Ambassador Mendeleyevich, deputy chairman of 
the USSR delegation to the Geneva disarmament conference. sir: 


Another speaker, Ambassador L.C.N. Obi, of Nigeria, presented the views of 
@ non-aligned power. : 


The representatives of the USA and Great Britain spoke at. the same session. 
The USSR representative and Ambassador Obi spoke at two following sessions. 


The three-day consultation on disarmament (June 16-18) is the second 
Sponsored by the WCC body. The first was held in June, 1962. 


The agenda includes a review and analysis of recent disarmament developments, 
@ look at the present situation, and discussion of next steps. 


Participants, all of whom were present in their personal capacity, included: 
Sir Kenneth Grubb, London; Professor Joseph Hromadka, Prague; Metropolitan 
Justin, Rumania; Metropolitan Nikodim, Moscow; Dr. OeF. Nolde, New York; 
Bishop D.G. Noth, Dresden, DDR; .Dr. C.L. Patijn, Utrecht; Dr. Adrian Pelt, 
Geneva; Dr. Elfan Rees, Geneva; Professor Ulrich Scheuner, Bonn, Germany; 


and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, Geneva. 


Countries represented includal the following: USA, USSR, UK, Czechoslovakia, 
Finland, Germany, Hungary, India, Netherlands, Rumania, Switzerland, and 
several African nations. ; EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCHES 
MEET TO DISCUSS MISSION 


(Johannesburg) -- "New Dimensions of Missions in South Africa Today" was the 
topic of a two-day meeting organized here by the Christian Council of South 
ATL Ca ; 


The meeting was noteworthy in that it included observers fron the Gereformeerde 
Kerk, the Roman Catholic Church, and the Lutheran Church in Southwest Africa, ~ 
none of which are members of the Council, as well as 25 representatives of 
constituent churches. | 


The meeting took actions to appoint a full-time Christian education director, 
to speéd up the production of a Sunday school syllabus, to expand the 
Council's Christian literature programme, and to build up interechurch aid 
service to the community. ; EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES DISCUSS 
NORTH INDIA UNION PLAN 


(Nasrapur) - Representatives of four of the churches negotiating on the 
basis of the North India Plan of Church Union have agreed that they need 
"more knowledge about each other's churches and what we believe". 


They also came to the conclusion that they require "still more shady toF 
the proposed Union Plan, particularly of its recommendations regarding 
integration of the espicopate and of the ministry, and the relation 
between the believers' baptism and infant baptism. Theme of the five-day 
meeting was"continuity of doctrine, of experience and of allegiance to 
Christ and to the proclamation of the message of salvation". 


The Church of India, Burma, Pakistan and Ceylon (Anglican), the United 
Church of Northern India, the Methodist Church, and the Church of the 
Brethren in India took part. 


Also involved in the negotiations, which hawe been underway for more than 
30 years, are the Methodist Church in Southern Asia, the Council of Baptist 
Churches in North India, and the Disciples of Christ. 


The Union plan envisages the creation of two united churches, one-in North 
India and the other in Pakistan. 


A 12-point list of findings issued at the conclusion of the meeting urged 
the setting up of united study groups on church union concerns and coopera- 
tion locally so that "we do nothing separately that we can do together". 


It also called for sharing of information about each other's work in 
cooperation and in study, regular prayer for union and for each-other as 
individuals and as churches, sharing of information about literature, 
attendance at each otherd services and united services where possible, 

and joint study of methods of evangelism. EPS, Geneva 


PRIEST SUGGESTS 
EXCHANGE OF PERSONNEL 


(Ste Pou. Minn. ) - A Jeader in Catholic Action, and the lay apostolate 
suggested here that non-Catholics serve on the staffs of Catholic Youth 
Centres and that Roman Catholics.work with the YMCA and YWCA. 


Father Louis Putz, C-S.0., director of Catholic Action at Notre Dame 
University, said such an exchange of personnel would help Catholics and 
non-Catholics learn. to communicate with each other on an institutional 
level. ; . 

The priest said that while to some extent "we have learned to communicate 
on a theological level ...there must be total change of policy in Catholic 
relations. with non-Catholics on other levels". 

His suggestion was the.second' by a priest: calling for Catholic work with the 
NYsttz -=Pather George Hagmaier, C.S.P., associate director of the Pauline 
Institute for Religious Research in New York, has recommended that a study 
be made of closer. cooperation with the YMCA by the Catholic Youth 
Organization. (EPS No. 22) 3 EPS, Goneva 
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SPANISH JEWISH LEADER EXPRESSES 
HOPES FOR RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


(Madrid) - A leader of the Madrid Synagogue Community here said that the 
chances that the religious rights of Spanish Jews will be fully recognized 
are better than they have ever been before. 


Mr. Max Mazin made the comment in a speech at an international symposium of 
Jews of Iberian origin, the majority of whose ancestors lived in Spain or 
Portugal several hundred years ago. 


Spanish Jews, estimated at 1,000 persons, like the Protestant minority, are 
permitted only to hold private worship services. EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH REFORMED JOURNAL CRITICAL OF 
ANGLICAN-CATHOLIC OVERTURES 


(Capetown) - Kerkbode, organ of the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa 
(Gereformeerde Kerk) , Sharply criticized what it called efforts by the 
Anglican Church to seek "closer bonds with the Roman Catholic Church". 


It said that if these efforts continued, the Dutch Reformed Church will be 
forced to ask itself whether it can still regard the Anglican as a "sister" 
church and what common ground could still exist between them. . 

. EPS, Geneva 


REPORT ON CHURCHES IN CHINA 
MADE TO FRENCH LEADERS 


(Paris) - French Protestants here have welcomed Pastor Li-Chu-Wen of Shanghai 
on a trip to France as a member of a Chinese delegation whose visit was 
arranged by the Sino-French Parliamentary Association. 


He was welcomed at the Protestant Centre in Paris by Pastor Charles Westphal,,. 
president of the Protestant Federation of France. 


Mr. Li, who heads a parish in Shanghai, told his French hosts .that he had .- 
become a pastor after the Chinese revolution and that he is the secretary 
of a group seeking the autonomous administration of the church. In this 
capacity, he said, he has made visits to a number of parishes in China in 
past years, and reported that the membership in these parishes has. grown in 
the past 15 years. | 


Questioned about opportunities for witness in China Mr. Li said that his 

church had remained "somewhat conservative" and there was "fear" that new 

forms of witness popular in the West would tend to "secularize" the church 
in China. ' 


He said that churches of several denominations still exist on the Chinese 
Mainland, but that the ecumenical movement to unite them is not much in 
evidence although members of the different churches sometimes worship to- 
gether. 


Mr. Li noted the existence of the Institute for the Stidy of Higher Theology 
at Peking and the Academy of Theology at Nanking and that the latter has an 
enrolment of about 100 students. EPS, Geneva 
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SWISS CHURCH STUDIES 
MIXED MARRIAGE PROBLEMS 


(Montana, Switzerland) - Delegates to the Synod of the Reformed Church of 
the Valais here said that the Protestant attitude towards mixed marriages 
should: be guided "neither'by imitation of, nor by reaction to, the position 
on the subject taken by the Roman Catholic’ Church, but must be founded cn the 
witness given in the Holy Scriptures.....". 


Members of. the Synod of the'Valais, a canton whose population is pres’ 
dominantly Roman Catholic and in which mixed marriages are a serious 
problem, said that the Reformed Church views mixed marriages performed in 
its churches "in exactly the same way as it does marriages between Protes- 
tants, ie., the partners are asked to make no other commitments, nor are 
any demands made of them.....": 


As for those who are engaged to someone of another Christian confession, 
the. Reformed Church, "far from encouraging this union, asks them clearly — 
to contemplate the various problems, often serious ones, which will be 
the inevitable PasusTe sg Lt GoLGnuiie bedded: 


"Tf the non—-Protestant partner is threatmedby his opener with excon- 
munication, the Synod deeply regrets this intransigence, for which the 
Reformed Church is in no way responsible. in’ all events, 2t is incon~ 
ceivable that the Protestant member should be made to suffer the con- 
sequences of such pressures. The synod could in no case consider a 
capitulation to such pressures as an act of Christian charity or of ecue 
menical understanding. It hopes, rather, that the Roman Catholic Church, 
spurred by its desire to strengthen its bonds with other Christians, will. 
take a new attitude. Rejecting all thoughts of proselytism, the Synod 
-reminds all non-Protestant members of a mixed marriage that they are 
always welcome to the Lord's Supper." 


The Synod reminded "Protestants who are considering marriage in the 

Roman Catholic Church that the written or ‘Oral commitment: which they will 
make is not only illegal’ in Switzerland... .but above all, is equivalent to 

an abdication...; it greatly delays the coming of the unity of the 

Church and is inimical to ecumenisn," EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN SAYS DRAFT OF STATEMENT 
OF JEWS STILL UNDER STUDY 


none). - The Vatican Secretariat for the ieee a of Coke aitian Unity said 
here that contrary to published newspaper reports the draft of the text con- 
cerning Christian relations with the Jews is still under study. 


Various newspapers, particularly in the United States, had published reports 
that the text dealing» ‘with anti-scnitismt’ be presented to the next session of 
per Second Vatican aries has: been ‘seriously weakened and watered dtwn. 

‘ EPS, Geneva 
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LAY ROLE SEEN AS VITAL 
IN HUNGARIAN CHURCH LIFE 


(London) - Active and responsible lay participation in all phases of 
congregational life has helped greatly to strengthen the activity of the 
Hungarian Evangelical Church in the difficult 20th century, one of its 
bishops told a Lutheran World Federation commission here. 


For many years, “great stress has been laid upon the service of the laity 
in our church", Bishop Zoltan Kaldy of Hungarian Lutheranism!s Southern 
Diocese reported to the LWF Commission on Stewardship and Evangelism, of 
which he is a member. 


The commission, whose five-day meeting here closed on June 12, heard that 
"there are lots of church members - lay members - who proclain the Gospel 
within the congregation regularly". 


Sunday School work, Bishop Kaldy said, "has been done, almost without 
exception, by lay people. Some of them are young, others are grown-ups 
with different jobs. 


"Especially in diaspora situations is the service of lay people very 
important. There, sometimes a simple peasant - other times an educated 
layman - proclaims the Gospel or reads from a collection of sermons." 


He said that some of the church!s problems arise from the fact that it is a 
small minority church. Hungary's 430,000 Lutherans constitute a little 
more than four per cent of a national population of ten million. 


These 430,000 are members of 320 parishes and 1,500 diaspora congregations. 
They are served by 430 pastors - "which means that every pastor takes care 

of a thousand believers on the average". In some cases this is aggravated 
by the fact that the parishioners are scattered over "a very huge territory". 


In another session of the Commission, Dr. Raymond M. Olson, president of 
California Lutheran College in Thousand Oaks, California, USA, was elected 


its vice-chairman. Chairman, designated last August, is Dr. Herbert Reich 
of Hannover, Germany. EPS, Geneva 
IN BRIEF 


The Rev. Ronald K. Orchard, secretary in London of the Division of World 
Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches, has been appointed 
general secretary of the Conference of Missionary Societies in Great Britain 
and Ireland, The appointment becomes effective September 1, 1965. 


* * * 


Some 85,000 signatures have been collected in Denmark in support of a 
petition to the government and the Folketing (Parliament) demanding the 
adoption of measures against unscrupulous exploitation of sex, radio and 
television broadcasts that are morally destructive, and instruction in the 
schools in the use of contraceptives. 


ri Wei 


The Soviet news agency Tass announced the creation of an "Institute of 
Scientific Atheism"' in Moscow. The new institute is charged with responsi- 
bility for "directing and coordinating all scientific activity in the 
struggle against religion". 
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The American Bible Society reports that arrangements have been made with a 
Chinese newspaper in Saigon for a weekly Scripture reading to be included 
free in the Sunday edition. The Gospel of Mark is the first book to be™ 
serialized in this fashion. Bach reading bears the caption "God's Word 
for a New Age". The reader is invited to write to the Bible Society 
office for a free copy of the Gospel quoted. 


Tigeet Wie eis: 


The Swedish Ecumenical Council has decided to make 1965-66 Christian Unity 
Year. In this period the idea of Christian unity will be the subject in 
various Swedish churches and organizations, at conferences for pastors, in 
radio and television programmes, and in articles in the daily and religious 
press. 


* * * 


Protestant and Roman Catholic clergymen are cooperating in Mainz, Germany, 
in a telephone service that provides religious news and information. The 
service was inagurated in response to increasing demands from telephone 
subscribers for news of religious events and information regarding local 
church functions. 


* * * 


Twenty-two colporteurs serve the rural areas in Northern Rhodesia ae likely 
to be reached by the usual channels of distribution, Mr. Herbert Kassler, 
Bible Society for Northern Rhodesia. and Nyasaland, reports. An estimated 
400,000 families live in the area, the vast majority of them at subsistence 
level. The 22 men, who sometimes must travel up to 50 miles a day to sell 
only a few Gospels, distributed a total of 8,041 Bibles, Testaments and 
portions last year. 


* * * 


Methodists in Ceylon are marking the 150th anniversary of the beginnings of 
their church and the granting of autonomy to the Methodist Church in Ceylon 
by the British Methodist Conference. The Methodist Church, with nearly 
25,000 members, is the second-largest Protestant body in Ceylon. Only the 
Anglican-related Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon, with 41,000 
members, is larger. Most of Ceylonts 11 million people are Buddhist or 
Hindu, 


*¥ * * 
The seventh world conference of the Pentecostal Movement will open in 


Helsinki, Finland, on June 23rd. Some 15,000 participants are Sone ae 
Conference theme will be "The Evangelization of the World". 


* ¥* ¥* 
The Far East Broadcasting Company, a missionary radio organization, is 
dictating the Scriptures over the air for the benefit of listeners in 
Mainland China, the European Baptist Press Service reports. It said reports 


have already been received of Chinese listeners who are sa chia the Bible 
portions as they are dictated. . 


oe ie a Na: 


The Baptist Missionary Society, London, has launched an appeal for £100,000 
($280,000) to re-equip its hospitals in India and Africa. 


atthe 


The Nobel Peace Prize Committee, Oslo, has cabled the South African govern- 
ment expressing regret at. the restrictions placed on Mr. Albert Luthuli; 

Nobel Peace Prize winner. .-It cabled the government to waive the restrict~ 
ions. It was a most unusual step for the Committee to have taken. :: 


* * * i. 

All 70 congregations of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren of America have 
ratified a provision in the church's constitution which bars certain lodge 
members from communicant membership. A spokesman said the provision is: 
aimed at Masonry... Cet as id * 

my Air raltee in at is Hi HK | 
Membership in the Swedish Mission Covenant Church is declining. Last. year 
membership fell from 94,814 to 94,6576 The same tendency is repeated in 
both youth work and Sunday school, 


% * * 


Augustin Cardinal Bea, president ofthe Vatican Secretariat for the Pro- 
motion of Christian Unity, was awarded a doctor of laws degree at Harvard 
University's commencement exercises in Cambridge, Mass, Cardinal Bea was 
in the United States for a five-day visit with Richard Cardinal Cushing, 
Archbishop of Boston, 


rani’: Geng * 


The first issue of.a new Anglican publication ."Parish and People", published 
by a group seeking renewal of the Church, has been issued in England. 

-An article in the first issue comments that Britain..is still: living in a 
post-Christian era with large numbers of people observing Christian ethics, 
but only ten per cent active members of any church, ae op Bae 


* * * 


The Norwegian government committee for aid to developing countries has 
granted the Norwegian Mission Covenant Church 400,000 Norwegian crowns : 
($56,000) to build a trade school at Mpouya in the.Congo. 


* i Me 


The 13th century St. James Cathedral in Riga, Latvia, has been turned into 
&@ music concert hall. A firm of contractors from East Germany did the 
work, 


et iis * 


Dr. Bengt Hoffman, former director of the Department of World Service, 
Lutheran World Federation, was awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
in the field of religion at the annual commencement of Yale University in 
New Haven, Conn., USA. Pastor Hoffman is now head pastor of the Fridtad 
parish, a suburban-rural parish adjoining Boras, Sweden, 


Be hr Sea ana 


Vatican sources-report that Roman Catholic bishops have been’ given authority 
to allow Roman Catholics to attend Mass on Saturday evenings instead of. 
Sunday in certain "special cases", These special cases were said to inelude 
Sunday sports, weekend outings, scarcity of clergy, and the difficulty in 
snow-bound villages of reaching church on Sunday. ite '. EPS, Geneva’ 
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WO NU YU 


INTERNATIONAL DISARMAMENT UNIT 
ASKED BY EAST-WEST CHURCH LEADERS 


(Geneva) - The development of international peace~keeping machinery so that 
existing national defence systems may be gradually abolished is "urgent", top 
church leaders from countries representing both the Hast and West positions 
in current Geneva disarmament negotiations said here, 


A three-day consultation on disarmament sponsored by the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches said such 
machinery could be set up under United Nations auspices or by direct agree- 
ment between the nations concerned, 


It described its functions as being to provide "on a permanent basis for 
enquiry, conciliation, mediation, and an international peace keeping 
'presence! whether political or military". 


The consultation welcomed "cautiously but hopefully" agreements between the 
nuclear powers in the last 12 months, commenting that there appeared to be 
two areas in which parties to the Geneva Disarmament Conference were agreed: 
(1) that the reduction of armaments must not disturb the balance on which 
security today is believed to rest; and, (2) that the ultimate goal is 
general and complete disarmament. 


It said that as the goal must be arrived at in stages, interim steps must 

be taken, and emphasized that every advance in disarmament helps improve the 
political atmosphere, while in turn the easing of political differences 
facilitates advancements in disarmament. It addeds 
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"It is hard ... for mutual trust, essential to the achievement of disarma- 
ment to grow when the great powers are divided as they are over major 
political problems for instance, the future of Germany and of southeast 
Asia," 


It described as another obstacle the danger that local conflicts may lead 
to local arms races which could involve the large powers, 


To prevent this, "international and national efforts must continue until 
nations and men now subject to domination or discrimination are indeed 
independent and free", 


The consultation suggested that progress towards disarmament could be 
achieved by either international means which might concern the balanced 
reduction of nuclear armaments and means of delivery, or by unilateral action 
"intended to attract a response from the other side, “ 


"Negotiations can further be assisted by common action which does not 
directly concern the production or possession of arms, but concerns their 
deployment or the safeguarding against surprise attack-or miscalculation. 


"Various defence measures and disarmament proposals have roused great sus- 
picion in opposing camps. These suspicions are in our view accentuated by 
a failure to’listen to each other and sometimes also by misunderstanding of 
technical aspects. Névertheless the anxieties themselves are factors which 
should not be ignored," Ls 


It declared that the "distinctive role of the churches in the field has by 
no means been fully found and exploited". It called upon them to help 
stimulate imaginative approaches, mould an intelligent and constructive 
public opinion, strengthen their own fellowship across all frontiers, and 
support closer contacts in a wider area of scientific, economic, and 
cultural concerns between people of different political views. 


Further, they must warn their governments against "the dangers of self- 
righteousness and the presumption of power" as "we are all involved in the. 
same fate. We could all be victims of a careless or false step leading to 
destruction," ' 


The consultation was addressed by top disarmament negotiators of the USA, 
the USSR, and Great Britain, and by a representative from Nigeria who pre-~ 
sented the view of a non-aligned power. (EPS No, 23) , 


Participants came from countries including USA, USSR, UK, Czechoslovakia, 
Finland, Germany, Hunrary, India, the Netherlands, Rumania, Switzerland, 
and several African nations. ; . EPS, Geneva 


PATRIARCH!S HEALTH 
"CONSIDERABLY IMPROVED" 


(Athens) - Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras!s health is "considerably 
improved", according to reports: received here. They quoted a spokesman 
for the Patriarch in Istanbul who said he was now "able to sit up and do 
some light work", He. is recuperating at his residence at Halki, an island 
off Istanbul. ; | | 


The Patriarch was stricken recently while officiating at a service in. 
Istanbul, EPS, Geneva 
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ARCHBISHOP CALLS FOR RENEWAL 
‘AT UPPSALA JUBILEE SERVICE 


(Uppsala) - A call for the renewal of the Lutheran Church of Sweden to fulfil 
its calling in a changed and changing nation was sounded here by its ees ah 
Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren. 


Preaching at a festival service in the Uppsala cathedral highlighting the 

800th anniversary celebration of the Archdiocese of Uppsala, he warned the 
church not to rest on its rich heritage of tradition, but to meet today's 

challenge with new devotion and creative energy. 


In his address to a congregation filled with public and ecclesiastical digni- 
taries including King Gustav VI Adolf and Queen Louise, Dr. Hultgren made 
specific reference to the national church's historic ties with the state 
which have sometimes been seen as a hindrance rather than a blessing. 


He said the fact must be faced that the centuries-old church~state relation- 
ship will have to be transformed to meet present circumstances. He pointed 
out that a government commission has been set up to examine the effect - 
changing conditions may have on this relationship. 


The ecumenical character of the festival service was reflected in the cere- 
monial procession into the cathedral, 


Participants included Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, Geneva; general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches; Bishop Otto Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin- | 
Brandenburg of the Evangelical Church in Germany; and Professor Hamilcar 
Alivisatos, Athens, prominent Greek Orthodox leader, who as pioneers in the 
ecumenical movement all had taken part in the historic 1925 World Conference 
in Stockholm of the Life and Work Movement, one of the major streams which 
formed the World Council of Churches. 


Also taking part were the Archbishop of Canterbury, representatives of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate and of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Stockholm, and representatives 
of Lutheran churches from around the world. EPS, Geneva 


PROBLEM OF PRIEST WHO CRITICIZED CARDINAL 
“ON RACK ISSUE REPORTED "RESOLVED" 


(Los Angeles) - The incident of a young Roman Catholic priest who accused 
James Francis Cardinal McIntyre of Los Angeles of "malfeasance" because of 
his position on race relations has been "resolved", Roman Catholic Arehdio- 
cesan headquarters announced here. PRPS Woe) 23) 


The priest, the Rev. W.H. Dubay, had alleged in a letter to the Pope that the 
prelate has suppressed discussion, preaching, and action by both clergy and 
laity in the field of racial equality. - 


The Archdiocesan announcement included no details of how the quarrel niend 
have been smoothed over. However, the New York Times reported that "well 
informed Catholic sources" said Father Dubay had been presented with two 
alternatives: either facing severe church sanstions if he pursued his 
quarrel, or of privately reaffirming his loyalty and opedience to the prelate 
with maintenance of full status as a priest. It said he chose the letter 
course at a meeting with the Cardinal, 
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Last week an unofficial Roman Catholic group in the city, in support of Father 
Dubay, called upon the Apostolic Delegate to the United States to investigate 
the civil rights issue in the Los Angeles Archdiocese, 


A national Catholic weekly Ave Maria warned against hasty judgement of the 


ar farr, “Unt L the opposite can be proven charity (and in most cases wisdom) 
demands that in such a case we credit all parties with sincerity of purpose 
and goodness of intent", it said. EPS, Geneva 


MANDELA SENTENCE 
CONDEMNED 


(Edinburgh) -~ The British Weekly, an interdenominational journal published 
here, said that the fact that South African nationalist leader Nelson Mandela 
and seven others convicted with him received a sentence of life imprisonment 
rather than death "cannot be construed in any other way than as a concession 
to world opinion. 


"The cause of Nelson Mandela ~ the dignity and rights of man ~ has won its 
first. victory, South Africa has bowed to world opinion", it declared in a 
front page editorial. | 


"There. 18 6a .glintwot hope in the savage sentence... By every piece of logic, 
legal and otherwise, there was no case for life sentence. Only one sentence 
applied = the death sentence.. For the South African government made it 
Clear in the framing of their laws that 'treason' and 'sabotage! involved 
death. Of these Nelson Mandela was found guilty. By these, by law, he. 
should have died." 


The fact that he wasn't means that "it now remains to extend that success to 

&@ reversal of the sentences altogether. All who champion this cause can 

have hope — South Africa does, after all, pay attention to the world outside - 
if the stakes.-are high enough." 


* rs (ey Ty ae 


Dr. Joost de Blank, former Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, last week pres- 
ented to the United Nations! General Secretary in New York a petition bearing 
91,691 signatures prepared by the World Campaign for the Release of South 
African Political Prisoners. The number of these prisoners is estimated at. 
between 4,000 and 5,000. The signatories, including 500 members of the 
British Parliament, came fron 28 countries and represented organizations with 
estimated memberships of 258,000,000 persons, 


¥ * * 
In South Africa Chief Albert Luthuli, Nobel Peace Prize winner, who is under’ 


_detention and whose writings are banned, sent a message condemning the sen- 
tences to the UN Security Council in New York. | EPS, Geneva 
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UNIAT PATRIARCH S PEAKS 
ON PAPAL SUPREMACY 


(Beirut) - The Patriarch of the (Roman Catholic) Melkite Rite Church 
Maximos IV said in a newspaper interview here that it was not the Roman 
Catholic doctrine of Papal supremacy itself which presented an obstacle 
to unity, but the exaggerated interpretations of it and particularly 
"certain ways it had been practised", 


Quoted in the newspaper The Orient the Patriarch declared: 


"St. Peter is one of the Apostles and, at the same time, head of the 
apostolic college. In the same way, the Roman Pontiff is a member of the 
episcopal college and, at the same time, head of that college. © The head 
commands the body, but it is not exterior to the body. 


"If primacy were thus understood and put into action, it-would no longer 
present an obstacle to unity, and would no longer be considered by the 
Rastern Churches as a malignant growth, a dangerous and abnormal hypertrophy 
in opposition to its genuine tradition, 


“Any possibility of a dialogue with the Orthodox Church would be compro- 
mised, were this primacy set forth in such a way as to bring into question 
the very raison d'étre of the BHastern Church. In fact. this church owes 
its sacramental life, liturgy, theology, and discipline to a living apos- 
BOUL Cw tEPad tion, <a 


* * ¥ 


Last week Archbishop George Hakim of Akka of the Melkite Rite Church | Rai 
expressed the hope that the Second Vatican Council would approve inter- 
communion between Roman Catholics and Eastern Orthodox. 


He said: liberalization of communion practices would accelerate an already 
increasing pace of interreligious amity and understanding in the Holy Lande 
Archbishop Hakim spoke in the USA where he will attend a Melkite Rite 
convention July 2-5 in Akron, Ohinc. 


The Melkite Rite is one of the main groups included in the designation 
Uniat Churches. These are churches in communion with Rome, but which 
retain respective languages, rites, and canon laws. EPS, Geneva 


WOMEN ADMITTED TO PASTORATE 
OF BELGIAN CHURCH 


(Brussels) - The Synod of the Byareet toad Protestant Church of Belgium has _ 
voted by a large majority to admit women theologians to the full DES ACeA ts 
Two women theologians have applied for ordination. fan hes 


The Synod moderator, Peator EH. Pichal, said during the debate preceding the 
vote that women theologians had been excluded from the pastorate not by 
ecclesiastical statutes, but by long-standing tradition. EB, Geneva 


LWF DELEGATION REPORTS GOOD 
RELATIONS AMONG USSR CHURCHES 


(Geneva) - A Lutheran World Federation delegation said on its return here 
after a 12-day visit in the USSR that it had been particularly impressed by 
the "ecumenical fellowship" among the Lutheran, Orthodox, and other churches. 


It said that "various meetings and visits underlined this fellowship of the 
churches in their common service", 


} 
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Dr. Kurt Schmidt-Clausen, LWF executive secretary, led the four-man staff 
delegation, the first from the LWF to visit Russia. 


The visit, "designed to strengthen bonds of fellowship with Lutheran churches 
in the USSR", was made at the invitation of heads of the Estonian and Latvian 
Lutheran churches which became LWF members last year. In addition to‘Latvia 
and Estonia the group also visited Moscow and Leningrad. EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IS TASK 
OF THE "TOTAL CHURCH" 


(Furigen, Switzerland) - A world consultation of Christian educators has 
agreed here that Christian education is an essential function of the total 
Christian community and one that all parts of the Church must take seriously. 


It said that it is "for all ages and for all man's relationships, whether 
cultural, political, or religious" and that it is concerned not only with 
man's present relationships but "reaches out toward the future, seeking to 
be aware of the shape of that future and of the needs facing man as global 
man and perhaps as ‘space! man", 


The consultation agreed that the task of Christian education "must be stated 
in terms of what we can do in teaching-learning situations, even while we 
recognize that much more is done by the Holy spirait't, ; 


The consultation considered three aspects of the subject: changes in the 
human situation which must be taken seriously by Christian educators; main 
points for formulating the purpose of Christian education; and tasks to be 
accomplished. 


The three-week consultation, which concludes July 4, is being held under 
auspices of the World Council of Christian Education, The 80. participants 
come from Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Middle East, Europe, and North 
America. EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL'S PLEA FOR GOVERNMENT, 
LABOUR RECONCILIATION REJECTED 


(Buenos Aires) + Antonio Cardinal Caggiano, Archbishop of Buenos Aires, 
admitted here that his attempts to reconcile Argentina's government and the- 
organized labour movement have failed, (EPS No. 23) | 


His coneiliation efforts followed publication of a pastoral letter in which 
he warned that social tensions "could explode" and endanger the peace and 
economic stability of. the country. 


Cardinal Caggiano had sought to arrange a meeting of administration leaders 
and the General Labour Confederation in which the adversaries could talk 
over their differences. 4 EPS, Geneva 
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EUROPEAN YMCA'S WILL EXPAND 
WORK WITH MIGRANTS 


(Mainau, Germany) - YMCA movements in a number of European countries will be 
urged to initiate, expand, or strengthen their services to migrant workers 
in line with recommendations of a consultation held here under auspices of 
the World Alliance of YMCAs. 


Taking part in the week-long meeting were representatives of 10 European YMCA 
movements and the World Alliance, the World Council of Churches, the Council 
of Europe, the International Labour Organization, the International Catholic 
Migration Commission, the West German government, a prominent German indust- 
rial firm, and a number of young migrant workers from the Mediterranean area. 


YMCA services with migrants were motivated "by the clear commandment of the 
Holy Scriptures to 'love thy neighbour as thyself'", the consultation said, 
and the movement was by its nature and tradition concerned with the welfare 
of young men who "found themselves strangers in strange places", 


Emphasizing that primary responsibility for work with migrants rests with 
local YMCAs, the consultation stressed the need for national and international 
coordination of programmes, cooperation with the churches, trade unions, 
employers, governments, pan-European bodies, and non-governmental organiza- 
tions, and the establishment of strong lines of communication between move- 
ments in the "receiving" countries and in the migrants! countries of origin. 


It urged national movements to give serious consideration to the appointment 
of professional or lay workers to specialize in this service, and recommended 
the appointment of a responsible secretary to the World Alliance staff, 


It said every local YMCA should join with the churches and other organizations 
in its area to help form public opinion favourable to the acceptance of 
migrant workers in the local community. Various forms of prejudice against 
migrants were held to be a serious barrier to their efforts at adaptation 

and integration. 


The consultation —- the first of its type held by the Alliance - followed 
extensive studies of the situation of migrants in Europe, the majority of 
whom are single young men representing all the Christian confessions and a 
variety of other faiths, i HPS, Geneva 


YWCA PLANS MAJOR MEETING ON 
WORK IN CHRISTIAN MINORITY AREAS: 


(Cret Bérard, Switzerland) - The World YWCA will hold a major consultation 
on YWCA work in areas in which Christians are in the minority, he organi- 
zation's Executive Committee decided here, 


The Committee said the meeting will be held in 1966 somewhere in Asia. It 
is expected that it will be- jointly sponsored with the World Alliance of 
YMCAs, since both movements face similar problems in the development of work 
in countries in which Christianity is not the dominant faith. 


The Committee also approved plans for a survey on the conditions of work and 
opportunities for vocational training for women. aud two regional conferences - 
one in North America, and one in Latin Amerioa - to deal with problems of early 
school leavers and owt. ofsschool edusation. HPS, Geneva 
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MIXED MARRIAGE PROBLEM "INSOLUBLE™* 
VALAIS HIERARCHY SAYS 


(Sion, Switzerland) ~ The Roman Catholic hierarchy of the Canton of the 
Valais declared that the problem of mixed marriages is "insoluble" 
because neither partner can in good faith renounce his duty to his own — 
church. 


"There is no possible solution for two members to a marriage who are 
sincere Christians, but of different confessions. The Roman Catholic 
cannot in good conscience renounce his duty to remain Catholic and: to rear 
his children in the Catholic religion. Nes 


"Similarly the Reformed Christian cannot in good conscience renounce his 
duty to remain Protestant and raise his children in that tradition," 


The statement, which was a reply to one issued earlier by the Valais Synod 
of the Reformed Church, said that even though the Vatican Council may 
decide to alter certain "antiquated and ineffectual" rules concerning such 
unions, "it cannot touch the heart of the question. 


"Now, as formerly, we are obliged to warn believers of the danger of mixed 
harlages and to strongly dissuade them from taking such a step. 


"At the same time we take this opportunity. to rerind Catholics of their 
duty sincerely to love and respond to those, wko although of the Reformed 
religion, are united with us by baptism and by faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, our one Saviour and Redeemer. Despite profound differences, we 
are all seeking to be His disciples...". (HPS, No»23) 

; iy tae EPS, Geneva 


WCC AND PRAGUE PEACE CONFERENCE 
REPRESENTATIVES MEET 


(Geneva) - Representatives of the Christian Peace Conference (Prague) and 
of the World Council of Churches met in Geneva last week to disnuss reo: 


lationships of the two bodies and other common concerns. 


They ‘agreed that similar sessions will be held in the future to keep each 
other informed and to exohange thoughts about the important international 
issues with which both mowements are concerned. 


The Peace Conference group was led by its chairman Dr. Josef Hromadka, 
of Prague. The WCC group was headed by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general 
secretary. — EPS, Geneva — 


BELGIUM C.0's GIVEN 
LEGAL STATUS 


(Brussels) - The Belgian Parliament has voted into law a bill giving legal - 
status to conscientious objectors. . 


It provides that the "partial" objectors who refuse to take part in armed 
military service be conscripted for non-armed service for one year - the 
Same period as that served by regular draftees. » 6 UW tht hel ak 


Objectors who refuse to take part in any form of. military service, are re~ 
quired to serve a period of two years in civil defence activities. 
EPS, Geneva 
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JAMAICA CHURCHES AGREE ON 
URGENCY OF POPULATION GROWTH PROBLEM 


(Kingston, Jamaica) ~ Representatives of the Roman Catholic Church, the 
Anglican Church, and the Jamaica Council of Churches, attending a Populaticn 
Conference at the University of the West Indies, have agreed to a resolution 
stating that "great population growth in Jamaica is a serious development 
which merits the deepest conceyn and action on the part of persons, 
organisations, churches and Government." 

The resolution also stated that churches should approach the problem. "on 

the basis of mutual respect for cach other's point of view''. 

The Conference, the first on the subject ever to be held in Jamaica, was 
organised by the Jamaica Family Planning Association, and was attended by 
200 people, including church leaders, trade unionists, teachers, doctors 


and social workers. Among the speakers were the Right Rev. J.C. Swaby, 
Anglican suffragan Bishop of Kingston, and Fr. Samuel Carter, S.J., nominee 


of the Roman CathoHe. Bishop. ; EPS, Geneva 


STUDY OF EDUCATION BILL 
ASKED BY JAMAICA CHURCHES 


(Kingston, Jamaica) - The Jamaica Council of Churches has asked the 
Jamaican Government to set up a Select Committee of Parliament to study a 
new Education Bill which is due for a second reading in the House of 
Representatives. 


The Bill, which was tabled in 1963, has been widely criticised by individual 
church leaders, school management boards, and the Jamaica Teachers'! 
Association, mainly on the grounds that it proposes to give too much power 
to the Minister of Hducation. 


The Council of Churches is urging the Government not to press the passage 
of the Bill until a Select Committee has had an opportunity of studying 
amendments which have been suggested in memoranda submitted by various 
organisations. EPS, Geneva 


SEMINARY STUDENTS APPROVE 
ANGLICAN METHODIST UNION REPORT 


(Birmingham) - British Anglican and Methodist theological students said 
here that they approve the plans for union of their two churches "in broad 
outline". They récommended that it should be a required feature of train-— : 


ing for the ministry in their churches that students spend at least threc 
weeks in a collcge of the other church, and urged the establishment of a 
joint theological college as soon as possible. . 

Theyalso called for stepped-up local exchanges and joint work such as 


missions and parish visits, both inside and outside colleges. 
EPS, Geneva 
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CCIA WARNS AGAINST 
OUTSIDE POWERS IN CYPRUS 


(Geneva) - J formal "minute" on the Cyprus: question adopted .by the 
Executive Commitee of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs said that no outside powers should intervene militarily in Cyprus 
or seek to interfere directly, or by the supply of arms, with the United. 
Nations’ actions on the island. 


The five-point minute also said that "treaties must not be denounced 
unilaterally on condition that if a treaty is unworkable, the other 
side does not refuse to negotiate". 


It recommended that continuing United Nations action in Cyprus be fully 
supported by men and money and empvasized that law and order must be re- 
established so that negotiations with the help of United Nations media- 
tion may be undertaken of all outstanding questions, including the con- 
stitutional and military problems. 


Another minute adopted simultaneously, dealing with thé position of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul, Turkey, noted the assurance given 
by the Turkish Government that both the Patriarchate and the person of 
the Patriarch "shall remain fully inviolate". 


the minute, said, "It is essential for the welfare of Orthodoxy, and 
indeed for the ecumenical movement as a whole that the Patriarchate 
shall have full freedom to perform its ecclesiastical functions, both in 
Turkey and in relation to the churches in other countries." ; 


It said in this regard it was important that Christian churches make 
clear their concern for the welfare of, and justice for, all nations, 
and not only for their own fellow-Christians. 


The 13-member Executive Commitee held its annual two-day meeting here 
this week. The Commission is an agency of the World Gouncil of Churches. 
; EPS, Geneva 


COTA LEADERS WARN "TIME 
IS SHORT" IN SOUTH AFRICA 


(Geneva) - Church experts on international affairs said here that "the 
time is short if widespread violence is to be averted" in South Africae. 


A formal "ninute' adopted by the Executive Committee of the World, Council 

of Churches! Commisgion of the Churches on International Affairs, described 
_the race relations situation in, the Republic as "profoundly tragic" and of 
"an urgent nature". — 2 Ayia: 

It said consultations seeking agreement between the several groups of 
pouth Africa are essential. <)>. 


The 13-member Committee instructed its officers, among other things, -to 
seek ways to facilitate conversations between South African governnent 
representatives and "leaders of African opinion inside and outside the 
country", 


particularly through the UN or consonant with the UN Charter" that will 
help to create conditions favourable to the granting of equal rights for 


It also asked them to "encourage and support such international actions, 
d 
all men. EPS, Geneva 
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"PROFOUND STUDY" OF BIRTH CONTROL 
BEING MADE BY VATICAN 


(Rome) - Pope Paul VI said here that the Roman Catholic Church is making 
a"pro-ound study" of the question of family planning. 


He said that the study is being conducted by many scholars and that it 
includes not only the question of birth control but of family morals. 


The Pope said the question of birth control is "extremély complicated and 
delecate! and that "it touches upon the Mainsprings of human life". 


He said that todate the study has not revealed "sufficient motive to 
eonsider out of date and thus not binding the norms given by Pope Pius XI 
in this regard: therefore they must be considered valid at least until 

'we feel obliged in conscience to change them". 


* * * 


A Vatican Radio broadcast said last week that any pronouncement by the 
second Vatican Council in problems created by the "population explosion" 
would be limited to the moral aspects of these problems and would make 
no reference to "technical measures" used to solve them. 


* * * 


The Observer in London has published a letter by six Roman Catholic philo- 
sophers which said that their churoh!s teaching on birth control put a 
special obligation on Catholics in the West for work for the poorer nations. 


They appealed to the British Roman Catholic hierarchy to give their strongest 
possible public support to the UN request that wealthy nations allocate one 
per cent of their gross national income to under-developed countries. 

EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH LEADERS APPEAL 
.FOR BETTER: RELATIONS 


(Amsterdam) = Dutch leaders of the Reformed Church and the. Roman Catholic 
Church in the Netherlands haveappealed jointly for efforts to re-build 
good relations between their two churches in the wake of the misunder- 
standings caused by the "transition" of Princess. Irene into the Roman 
Catholic Church, 


The appeal, signed by the moderator of the Reformed -Church ’- 

and by Cardinal Alfrink of Utrecht, admitted frankly that the. previously 
good. contacts had been "seriously threatened by. the Princess's action, 

but it said Protestants and Roman Catholics, share the desire to resume 
peor contacts and that the possiblilty of setting up some kind of. BE EG taht 
"permanent bureau" for this purpose has been considered. 


It. said that dialogue between the churches should continue on such 
questions as the possibility of mutual recognition of baptisms, and the 
importance of. personal conversions and of church renewal in the search 


for unity. EPS, Geneva 
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SCHEMATA REPORTED 
STREAMLINED 


(Rome) - The International Catholic Press Agency (KIPA) reports the 
schemata to be presented to the next Vatican Council session have been 
cut and streamlined. 


It said of 13 original schemata only six will be considered in this 
form: ' the remainder will be designated as "propositions on which the 
Council will be asked to vote without further discussion". 


The six still listed as schemata are those dealing with the Church, 
the pastoral role of the Hierarchy, ecumenism, the laity, revelation, 
and the relationship of the Church to the modern world. 


KIPA reported that the schemata conoerning ecumenism has been altered 
so that the sections on religious liberty and on anti-semitism will 
be appended as supplements. 


It. also reported that "usually well informed sources" said the schena 
on the Church as now revised "entirely conforms to the wishes of the 
Council fathers as expressed in the vote last October 30. 


The vote approved the principle that the bishops constitute a-college 
which, in union with the Pope, has full and sovereign power over the 
church and that this power is given by divine right and not at the 
will of the Pope. 


The vote was not binding, but taken merely for the guidance of the 
Theological Commission which prepared the schema on the Church. 


EPS, .Geneva 


13 THERE STILL A CHRISTENDOM? 
PASTOR BORGNER ASKS 


(Paris) - Pastor Marc Boegner, honorary president of the French Protestant 
Federation, in a speech to the Academy of Moral and Political Sciences here, 
said that "among the Western peoples Christians, members of divided churches, 
are more or less numerous; but there is no Christendom... 


"In the near or more distant future, the world will witness an entirely 
different state of affairs. It will see the Christian churches draw ever 
closer together and, at one, advance unrelentingly toward the restoration 
GPPone wy ans tye 3s 44 


"Let us beware of wishing that we might once more speak of a Christendom 
in which the spiritual, political, and judicial domains would be dangerously 
mingled. The vision of one single Church with respect for legitimate. 
diversity, which would pride itself in choosing men, in loving them, and 
in recalling to them incessantly their divine vocation, will shed more and 
more light on the nature of the apostolate and endow the Christian con- 
munities of all races with a contagious enthusiasm which will enable them 
effectively to forge justice and peace among men and peoples." 

EPS, Geneva 


=~. 
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IN BRIEF 


The tiew sealand National Council of Churches has sent £1,000 ($2,800) to 
Ethiopia to aid a missionary project among the Kunauia people, 100 miles 
west of Asmara. The funds will be used to help build a simple primary 
school, two anti-malarial and general clinics, and to provide a Landrover 
with film projector and tape recorder for programmes in the villages. 

fhe project will be adninistered by the Apostles! Association of the 
Ethiopian Orthodox Church. 


* * * 


Dr. John Heenan, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Westminster, England, has 
accepted an invitation to become one of the joint presidents of the British 
Council of Christians and Jews. In March Dr. Heenan announced the Roman 
Catholic Church would again participate in the Council's work after a Lapse 
of ten years. The other presidents are the Archbishop of Canterbury, .the 
Moderators of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland and of the Free 
Church FederallCouncil, and the Chief Rabbi of Great Britain. 


% * * 
Tremendous progress in the production and distribution of the Scriptures in 


Taiwan in the last decade is reported by the Bible Society there. Chinese 
scriptures, both in characters and in romanised script, are now being pub-. 


lished, it reports. Previously all Chinese Scriptures were imported from 
Hong Kong. Ten years ago there were only four Christian bookrooms in 
Taiwan$3 today there are 38. 

¥ * ¥* 


The World Council of Churches helped resettle 2,288 refugees during the 


month of May. Year's total through the end of the month was 6,681. 


* * * 


The National Congress of American Indians has awarded its Presidential 
Citation to the National Council of Churches "in appreciation of outstand- 
ing and significant services rendered toward a better understanding between 
the general public and the American Indian people of the United States". 


* * * 


Poland's Roman Catholic hierarchy in a recent pastoral letter sharply 
criticized government authorities for barring children at state-run summer 
camps from attending church. They said it was "an immoral act" violating 
the Constitution. 


x * x 


Ten new Chinese anthems recently were broadcast for the first time over 
Radio Hong Kong. The broadcast was sponsored by the South East Asia Radio 
Voice, a unit of the Hong Kong Council of Churches, which is seeking to 
promote wider use of indigenous materials in worship. 


* * * 


The Minnesota Methodist annual conference (USA) has asked the US Government 
to re-examine its policies towards Cuba and Mainland China. It said the 
USA should "work towards increased cultural, economic, and political rela- 
tions" with the two countries because "experience has shown that policies 
of isolation have led to bitter enmity and far from freeing any people in 
those lands have increased hardships, repression, and authoritarian 


control". 
ray * ¥* 


| 
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In Ethiopia a record sale of 1,500 complete Bibles in 1963 is reported by — 
the Joint Agency of the Bible Societies. The landmark total is attributed 
to the publication of a "popular" version of the Amharic Bible and the work 
of a mobile bookshop. : 4 


* * * 


The Anglican, Baptist, Presbyterian and United Churches in: Canada are 
jointly sponsoring a two-weeks training course for their women workers. 


* * * 


Statistics issued by the Federal Republic of Germany, Bonn, reveal that 
of West Germany's 54,000,000 in habitants (including West Berlin), 
26,800,000 are Protestants; 24,500,000 are Roman Catholics; and 17,000 
are Jews. It said the ratio between Roman Catholics and Protestants had 
remained practically unchanged from the time of the first census in 1871 
to the present, | +e 


* * * 


Pastor Marc Boegner, French ecumenical pioneer, writing in the journal 
Refomie of his recent visit with the Ecumenical Patriarch in Istanbul, 


said that the Patriarch "feels bound to the World Council of Churches by 


an indissoluble tie". 
peace ae 


The Ecumenical Youth and Student Conference of the Middle East will be 
held in Broumana, Lehanon July @ - bhear Some 150 delegates are expected 
from Cyprus, Greece, Turkey, Iran Egypt, Irac, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, 
and the Gulf .of Arabia. The churches represented will be the Armenian, 
Coptic, Greek and Syrian Orthodix and all the Evangelical churches in the 
Middle Easte 

%¥ * * 


Pastor Marc Boegner, honarary president of the French Protestant Church 

Federation has accepted a personal 4nvitation from the Vatican Secretariat 
for Christian Unity to be an observer at the third session of the Vatican 
Council. | EPS, Geneva 


S07 Le * 


NOTICE: The rld Council of Churches has recently moved into its new 
headquarterss The new address is: 


150 route de Fernay; 
Geneva, 20, Switzerland. 
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GENEVA CHURCHES PROTEST 
SOUTH AFRICA APARTHEID 


(Geneva) - Protestant and Roman Catholic leaders of the Canton of Geneva 
have sent a letter to the president of the Union of South Africa deploring 
the official apartheid policy of the governuent theres 


The churchmen declared that the system "deprives eleven to twelve million 
men, living in their own country, of all political representation and of 
the normal conditions required for economic, social, and cultural advance- 
ment". 


They said that "catastrophe cannot fail to come if the present system is 
not radically changed". 


The letter also condemned the South African Suppression of Communism Act 
which "defines Sommunism so broadly that practically any political activity 
undertaken with a view to altering in the least the present system may be 
considered as such". 


Principal signers of the letter were Msgr. Marcel Bonifazi, vicar general 
of the Diocese of Lausanne, Geneva and Fribourg; and the Rev. Alain Perrot, 
moderator of the Evangelical Free Church of Geneva. 


The signatories requested an audience in Berne with the South African amb— 


assador to ask him to transmit the letter to the president. However, 
their request was denied and they decided instead to send their letter 
directly to the president. EPS, Geneva 
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NEW LIBRARY DEDICATED 
AT WCC INSTITUTE 


(Geneva) - The new building housing the library and the conference room of 
the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches at nearby 
Céligny was dedicated at a ceremony here Thursday, June 25. 


Officials from: differe countries and from the University, the City and 
Canton of Geneva, and the Uanton of Vaud, joined with World Council officials 
for the event, 


Speakers included Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, and 
Dr. H. H. Wolt, Institute director. 


The new building includes a library with room for 15,000 volumes and exten- 
Sive reading room space, and a lecture hall with seating for 90 persons. 

It was designed by Dietrich Muller—Hausser of Ueberlingen, Germany, in 
cooperation with the Geneva axchitect M. Henri Lesemann. 


It was financed by contributions from many sources, notably from Germany 
and from the Canton of Geneva, both public and private. . 


The programme of the HEcumenieral Institute includes the Graduate School of | 
Koumenisal Studies which operates annually from October through mid-February | 
under joint sponsorship of the WCC and.the University of Geneva, through its 


Faculty of Theology. At other times a wide variety of conferences, seminars, 
and study groups sponsored by the WCC or various other international ecun- ; 
enical bodies are held there, EPS, Geneva : 


ORTHODOX MARK 1OOTH- 
ANNIVERSARY IN USA 


(Geneva) ~ Congratulations on the completion of "one century of faithful : 
ministry" by the Greek Orthodox Church in the United States have been cabled 
to Archbishop Iakovos of North and South America by Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 


The cable asked that the "Lord bless your church in the next century and 
use it for His purpose of gathering all children of God'"'. 
EPS, Geneva 


FUNDS FROM "ECUMENICAL FAST" 
WILL BUILD CENTRE IN GREECE 


(Montbéliard, France) - Funds totalling 25,000 Fr. Francs ($5,140) raised 

in an'ecumenical fast! observed Good Friday by Protestants and Roman 
Catholics here, and by the Orthodox parish in Marseilles, have been forwarded 
to Greece to build a youth centre for the Greek Orthodox diocese of Didin- 
Otichon,. rook 


A remaining 16,000.Fr. Francs ($3,290) collected as a result of the fast 
will finance a work camp in which 45 French Protestant and Orthodox youth 
will build a home for girls in a under-developed region of Thrace, Greece. 
The young people will pay their cwn travel expenses to the camp.— 

EPS, Geneva 
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JAPANESE BUDDHISTS 
VISIT WORLD COUNCIL 


(Geneva) - A delegation of 30 Japanese Buddhist leaders visited the World 
Council of Churches and United Bible Societies at the Ecumenical Centre here 
this week. 


The group is in Burope on a "Goodwill Mission". to the Danish Bible Society 
which earlier this year presented Buddhists in Japan with several thousand 
copies of the Bible. 


At a ceremony in mid-June in Senha aan the delegation in turn presented 
copies of sacred Buddhist writings to the Danish Bible Society. 


Their round-the-world trip is being jointly sponsored by the Japan Bible 
society, the All-Japan Buddhist Federation, and Chugai Ni Q, the pect t 
Buddhist newspaper in Japan. 


The group was welcomed to the World Council by Dr. W. A. Visser '+ Hooft, 

wCC general secretary;. Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, associate general séoretaryy. 
and Dr. Charles Germany, a former missionary in Japan, now on the staff of 
the WCC's Division of World Mission and Evangelism. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft emphasised the dangers of religious syncretism. From 

the Christian point of view it must be guarded against "because of our 
convictions about Jesus Christ", he said. It is also dangerous to other 
religions because it makes for a loss of clarity and purity in their present-— 
ation. ; 


He emphasized, however, the WOC's interest in "true dialogue" between - 
Christians and representatives of other faiths. He said “we covet such 
dialogue from our standpoint because we believe we have much to learn" and: 
because'"it is important that men of different faiths come to know each other | 
not in sterectypes or through a third party, but in direct confrontation". 


Bishop Newbigin told the Buddhists that Christians around the world now 
publish and distribute more than 50,000,000 Bibles annually in more than 
1,200 languages "because we believe the story which the Bible tells is the 
story of God's saving deeds for all men". 


He also stressed the WCC's concern to encourage "real dialogue” between 
Christians and men of other faiths and its support of centres in Asia which 
are animated by a spirit which desires "to listen as well as.to speak,’ to 
receive the gifts which God has given to others, as well as to give what He 
has entrusted to us". - EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX CHURCH IN GREECE 
STUDIES eee OF NEW CHARTER 
(Athens) ~ A new charter for the Orthodox Church in Greece, drafted by a. 


12-man committee of bishops and laymen has been delivered: tothe Holy : synod 
for ultimate vote of the hierarchy. 


The draft reportedly provides for restructuring of ohurch organizations in 
an attempt to meet contemporary religious problems. If it wins the hier- 


archy's.approval it must then be endorsed by the Greek parliament. 
EPS, Geneva 


NEW U.Se POLICY ON 
NATIONALITY OF JEWISH PEOPLE 


(New York) - In a new policy statement on relations between Zionism and the 
State of Israel the United States State Department has announced it does 
not recognise "the Jewish people as a concept in international law". 


The position enunciated in a letter to the American Council for Judaism sup~ 
ersedes that of earlier United States statements which recognised the exis- 
tence of the Jewish people as a legal entity at the time of the establishment 
of the State of Israel as their national home. 


The American Council on Judsisn is an organigation of Americans of Jewish 
faith barided together on the premise that nationality and religion are eo . 
arate and distinct. | _ th 


The State Department aul Pee position in a letter signed by Mr. Phillips 
Talbat, assistant secretary of State for Near Hast and Asian Affairs. 


The decision lays to rest the question of dual nationality raised by some 
‘enthusiastic Israelis who had claimed that Israel had the right to speak for 
Jews all over the world. It means that Israel speaks only for Israel and 
the Jews living in other nations | owe allegiance only to those nations. 

EPS, Geneva 


PRIMACY, EPISCOPACY STUDIES CALLED 
VITAL TO CATHOLIC-ORTHODOX DIALOGUE 


(New York) - A Greek Orthodox thamboetat warned here Mie the current cheeks 
ogue between Eastern Orthodoxy and the Roman Catholic Church will "bring 
forth fruit" only if it considers "seriously the great ecclesiological 
issues", the primsaey of Rome. and the Pope, and a definition of the role of 
the bishops. 


The Rev. John Meyendorff of St. Vadinen? s Orthodox Theological ee 


here, told 450 clergy and lay delegates to the annual meeting of the Catholic. 


Theological Society of America that those participating in the dialogue must . 
avoid "one of the temptations of the ecumenical age «.. to become pragmatic 
and superficial. 


"Many believe", he said, "that our unity can simply be brought about by. a, 

few liturgical and canonical adjustments. But such an attitude may ult- 

imately bring disillusion and actually harm the ecumenical movement." 
EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP CRITICIZES RACLA iL LAWS, 

BUT WARNS AGAINST VIOLENCE 

(Capetown) = An Anglican bishop called on Christians to speak out "boldly in 
public and private" against the government's apartheid policies. But at the 


same time he warned that "violence in the present situation would be madness". 


Addressing the South African Institute of Race Relations, Dr. Leslie E. 
Stradling, Bishop of Johannesburg, also cautioned that an abortive uprising 
would "cause untold suffering to innocent people". On .the other hand, if it 
succeeded, "it might lead to e society even worse than the one overthrown", 


Bishop Stradling said the United Nations Declaration. of Human Rights as 

applied to South Africa was "a formidable indictment in that only the white 
section of the population enjoyed to a great measure the freedoms provided 
for in the declaration", EPS, Geneva 
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GREEK THEOLOGIAN SAYS VATICAN-ORTHODOX 
TALKS COULD "ERASE" OLD ENMITY 


(Athens) - A noted Greek lay theologian said here that the proposed dialogue 
"on equal terms" between the Roman Catholic Church and Hastern Orthodoxy 
could "erase forever" the "accumulated indifference, ignorance, suspicions, 
hate, crimes, and fanaticism of many centuries". 


Dr. Hamilcar Alivisatos, State Commissioner of the Holy Synod of the 

Orthodox Church in Greece, stated that Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras of 
Istanbul, through his historic Holy Land meeting with Pope Paul VI, has taken 
a major step toward "the joining of the severed internal bonds of the Church 
of Christ and creation of a uniquely Christian front toward the all-powerful 
enemy of the love and peace of Christ". 


Writing in three articles published in Vima, an Athens daily, he was highly 


critical of Greek Orthodox leaders and laymen who had opposed the meeting 
of the two churchmen. ; . 


"Instead of being quick to profit by the given opportunity to bring our 
church out of obscurity, in which it had stayed for historical reasons, mani- 
festations of reaction and slanders against the happy meeting of the two 
church leaders were heard - (charging) that it was suspicious, destructive, 
and dangerous for Orthodoxy." 


These critics, Dr. Alivisatos charged, are ignorant of the important role the 
Orthodox Church must play in the ecumenical movement. 


"The continuous projection of Orthodoxy in the West has brought her to the 
proscenium of inter-church activities", he wrote. "The Roman Catholic 
Church was very slow to understand the great significance of the particip- 
ation of the Orthodox Church in the ecumenical movement, (and it) blamed 
Orthodoxy for dangerously cooperating with the Protestant world. 


"Tt was only recently that Catholics understood that the Orthodox Church, 
through her representatives in the ecumenical movement, does not project 
herself only but represents the Catholic view as well, the traditions (in 
many ways coinciding with those of Orthodoxy) which could not otherwise 
be heard in a Protestant environment." EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT CHURCHES TO USE , 
RADIO TO REACH CONGO!S INTERIOR 


(Luluaboure, Congo) -— Congolese and American Christians here are turning 
to radio to reach the thousands of small villages and towns scattered through 
this troubled area. 


A recording studio (the Centre de Radio Protestant du Kasai or CERPROKA) will 

be opened in this central city to supply programnes to government and other 

broadcasting stations. It will be the first Christian radio centre for 
producing programmes in Tshiluba, one of Congo's four major tribal languages. 


The Kasai, "breadbasket" of the vast African nation, has been troubled by 
tribal fighting and political splintering since the Congo's coming to inde- 
pendence in 1960. Few newspapers or other printed matter are available in 
the region, but almost all vilkages have a radio receiver. Some two 
million people live in this Tshiluba-speaking area. 


The new recording centre is backed by Congolese Christians and by two 
American missions - the American Presbyterian Congo Mission (Presbyterian Ui) 
- and the Congo Inland Missicn~ which are supplying missionary personnel. 

. EPS, Geneva 
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NEW PAN-ORTHODOX 
CONFERENCE PLANNED 


(Istanbul) - The Ecumenical Patriarch has announced he will call a new pan- 
Orthodox conference to discuss the ways in which dialogue with the Roman 
Catholic Church should be conducteds 


All Orthodox churches have been consulted on plans for the confererice and’ 
most of them have expressed agreement. These included the Patriarchs of 
Moscow, Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem, and the churches of Rumania, 
Bulgaria, and Serbia. 


However, the Patriarchate said that contrary to published reports no decision 
has yet been made concerning the date or place of the conference since "one 
or two Orthodox churches have not yet expressed their views on these subjects". 


The pan-Orthodox conferences were held in Rhodes in September, VI6L, and cane 
September, 1963. The last one approved the principle of "dialogue on an 
equal footing" with the Roman Catholic Church. “EPS, Geneva 


JEWISH GROUP CONSULTED ON ~ 
VATICAN ANTI-SEMITISM STATEMENT 


(New York) ~ The American Jewish Committee said here that at the request of 
the Vatican it had submitted three memoranda dsaling with Jewish-Christian 
relations as source material in the preparation of the section in the 
Vatican Counoil schema on ecumenism which deals with anti-semitisn. 


It said these documents were discussed at a meeting with Augustin Cardinal 
Bea, head of the Vatican.Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity, 
during his visit to Committee headquarters, New York, in March, 1963. 


Mr. Morris B. Abraham, Committee president, said that the Committee's position 

on the subject had been developed in consultation with a "group of outstand-. 

ing Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform rabbis", and noted Jewish theologians. 
EPS, Geneva 


RIGHTS OF ANGOLA SUPPORTED BY 
METHODIST MISSIONARIES 


(Greencastle, Ind.) ~ Three hundred and thirty Methodist missionaries at an 
international conference have voted to send a message to President Johnson 

and other national leaders asking the United States to support the right to a 
self-determination of Africans in Angola when the Angola question comes up .. : 
again before the United Nations. | 


Pe 2 a 


The missionaries from 31 countries of Africa, Asia, Burope, and Latin 
America, also urged that. "the government of the United States continue to 
exert its positive influence on the government of Portugal to end its 
oppressive colonial domination of the people of Angola". 


Methodist leaders estimate that one-fourth of the Methodist constituency in 
Angola has been killed, wounded, imprisoned, made homeless, or forced into 
refugee status by the. Portuguese since the African nationalist revolution 
began in March, 1961. The number of Methodist missionaries in Angola has 
been reduced from 25 to five in the same period because of expulsion or 
denial of entry visas. EPS, Geneva 
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KENYA CHURCHES DISAGREE 
OVER POLYGAMY QUESTION 


(Nairobi, Kenya) - A vigorous discussion at a recent Conference of Christians 
on Home and Family Life, held at Limuru near here, showed that Kenya's 
churches are still far from reaching agreement on the difficult question of 
how to treat those men who-have married several wives before they became 
Christians. 


Conference members decisively rejected the recommendation of an All-Africa 
Seminar held last year at Mindola Ecumenical Centre, Kitwe, N. Rhodesia, 
which declared that "a pagan polygamist upon conversion should be received 
into the Church ~ he, his wives and children". 


Most of the 40 participants, of whom the majority were African leaders from 
Kenya's leading churches, felt that such action would weaken the efforts of 
Christians to build up standards of monogamous marriage in the country. 


The only church represented which was prepared to support the recommendation 
of the Mindola meeting on this important issue was the (independent) Church 
‘of Christ in Africa, whose leader, Bishop Mathew Ajuoga, made a strong plea 
that polygamists: should be baptised after conversion, and declared that this 
is the present practice of his church. 


(The disagreement is over the admission of polygamous men; women and children 
are normally baptised as it is felt that they do not bear responsibility for 
the, marriage. ) | 


The Conference chairman the Rev. J. Mbogori opened the discussion by pointing 
out that the reasons which had led to polygamous practice in the Old Atrican 
soctety were no longer valid. "There was no provision for a single woman 

in those days, so that she had to be married even as a second or third wifes 
Moreover, it was felt to be shameful for a woman not to bear a child." 


He pointed out that the Christian concept of women was quite differens from 
the old pagan idea. "In African society, there was no idea of life for a 
woman beyond marriage and bearing children, She was regarded as the’ prop- 
erty of the man. But the Christian view is of two people equal in God's 
sight living together in love. A woman has a value of her own apart from 
marriage or child-bearing". 


Mre. Mbogori called for’more teaching on the nature of marriage, rather than 
just saying "polygamy is wrong". : 


All were agreed that there should be love and care for those who made poly- 
gamous marriages either before or after they had become Christians, 


But there was further disagreement on whether it is right to use exclusion : 
from Holy Communion as a means of discipline in such cases. 


The All-Africa Seminar had asked the churches to abandon this practice, but 
the Conference here, again with the exception of the Church of Christ in 
Africa, was not prepared to accept this. 


The Conference, which was organized by the Home and Family Life Department 
of the Christian Council of Kenya, supported many of the steps towards - - 
eliminating polygamy proposed by the All-Africa Seminar. These included * 
establishment of clinics which can help marriages where there is failure 
to produce children, the setting up of training centres for unmarried girls 
and widows, and the founding of Protestant religious ordersfor women. 

ie / EPS, Geneva 
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MANDELA VERDICT DENOUNCED 
BY ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury said of the conviction of African 
nationalist leader Nelson Mandela that "the voice of Christendom every- 
where must continue to say that apartheid is wrong and evil" and that "our 
prayers for South Africa must urgently continue", 


In an article in Canterbury Diocesan Notes, written while the trial of 
Mr. Mandela and others conviated with him was still in process,but pub- 
lished just last week, Dr. Ramsey said: “ 


"The men were guilty of sabotage and other offences against the law as it 
exists, but their actions were the outcome of conscience, and wherever in 

the world there is respect for conscience and hatred of the policy of apar- 
theid there will be understanding of Mr. Mandela's words that he acted 

from 'a calm and sober assessment of the situation after many years of oppre- 
ssion and tyranny of my people by the whites!. 


"If he is guilty before the existing law, the euilt before heaven belongs to 
the policy which the law is designed to enforce. The ideal and practice of 
apartheid is a denial of God's law of the relation of man to man as, irres- 


pective of colour, created in the image of God." 


x * * 


In South Africa Prime Minister Verwoerd said the world-wide protests against 
the sentence of Mr. Mandela had been openly led and influenced by Communist 
governments. He said the overseas reaction was not ‘natural!, but was the 
result of organization which had been going on for some time and that it was 
an attempt to create chaos in South Africa. EPS, Geneva : 


FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION 
REGAINS. TAX. EXEMPT STATUS 


(Nyack, N.Y.) - The Fellowship of Reconciliation, a pacifist group, announced 
that the Internal Revenue Service has restored its income tax exempt status 
as .a non-profit making religious organization. 


In January, 1963, the Service had ruled that contributions to the FOR could 
not be deducted for income tax purposes because the organizations "pursuit 
of peace, disarmament, and reconciliation of, nations is not religious 
activity, but political". 


An FOR spokesman said the reversal of the IRS's stand was an important recog- 
nition in government policy of the right of religion "to speak to the pol- 
itical issues of the day". The FOR previously had had tax exempt status 

for 47 years. EPS, Geneva 


FREE METHODIST FELLOWSHIP 
LEADERS APPROVE CONSTITUTION 


(Winona Lake, Ind.) - A permanent constitution for a Free Methodist World 
Fellowship, organized temporarily two years ago, haa been approved by denom- 
inational leaders from 13 nations here. : basis evs 


The action came at a closing session of the Free Methodist Church's quad- 
rennial. General Conference. A non-legislative body, the Fellowship will ° 
promote joint planning and sharing of Free Methodist work around the world, 
exchange of personnel, preparation of Christian literature and other coop- 
erative endeavours. EPS, Geneva 
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ISRAELI PARLIAMENT REJECTS 
CURB ON MISSION SCHOOLS 


(Jerusalem) - A private bill aimed at keeping Jewish children out of Christian 
missionary schools in Israel was rejected in the Israeli parliament by a” 
large majority. 


The bill would have barred educational institutions having religious instr- 
‘uction or worship fron accepting children of another religion without ‘the 
written consent of the students! religious community. . 


Minister of Education and Culture, Zalman Aranne opposed the bill because it 
would nullify the right of parents to choose their children's school. He 
said the problem should. be dealt with on. a public and administrative,- not 

a legislative, level. . EPS, Geneva 


MR MAKULU TO NEW 
POST IN AFRICA 


(Geneva) ~ Mr. Henry Makulu, assistant director of the Hcumenical Institute 
of the World Council of Churches, will leave his post next month to assume - 
a dual post in Africa. 


He will serve as representative in Africa of the WCC's Commission of the 
Churches on International: Affairs and as vice-prinocipal of the Mindola 
Eounenical Foundation, He will start his new assignments in August. 
His headquarters will be at the Ecumenical Centre at Mindolo, Kitwe, 
Northern: Rhodesia. 


Mr. Makulu is a citizen of Northern Rhodesia and a member of the United 
Church of Central Africa in Rhodesia. He has been on the staff of the 
Ecumenical Institute since August, 1960. .._. EPS, Geneva 


VOLUNTEERS PREPARE 
FOR RIGHTS WORK 


(Osvord, .Ohio) - A group of young men and women, part of a Soasineed | OF ¢ 

up to 1,000 who will aid voter registration campaigns and rights rae eh eat 2 
in the Deep South this summer, is being trained here by the National Council 

of Churches! Commission on Religion and Race. 


The NCC~sponsored. orientation course is a cooperative eos with the 
Council of Federated Organizations, an agency representing four -divil hens 
groups, (COFO). | 


Throughout the course the 40 specialists in human meereianes litera meee? 
> and related subjects who are advising the youth have emphasized the dangers 
; they face and the possibility. that they may lose their. lives. 

Dr. Robert We Spike,. NCC-Commission executive director said, ean ater Arh 

such dangers are "no reason for ‘Christians to desist from doing in Love and 

humility what they believe Christ commands them to do', Sie OR a 
* * * : 

- Last week the search cohtinued for three of these civil rights workers who 

j disappeared June 21 near Philadelphia, Mississippi. Agents of the Federal 

- Bureau of Investigation and 200 sailors ordered into the area by President 

_ Jobnson are conducting the search. BPS, Geneva 
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WCC NAMES OBSERVERS TO 
NEXT VATICAN COUNCIL SESSION 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has announced the names of =n 
observers to the next session of the Second Vatican Council. 


They are: Dr. Lukas Vischer, research secretary of its Department of Faith 
and Ordér, a clergyman of the Swiss Reformed Church; and Dr. Nikos Nissiotis, 
associate director of the WCC's Ecumenical Institute, a Greek Orthodox 

layman. Both were WCCO observers to the Vatican Council's second 
sessione 


The place of the WCC's third observer will be held consecutively by Dr. Z. K. 
Matthews, a member of the Church of the Province of South Africa (Anglican), 
who is secretary for Africa of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service, and by Dr. Jerald Brauer; dean of the Divinity 
School of the University of Chicago, Ill., (USA), a member of the Lutheran 
Church in America. EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP MEBTS 
WITH SWISS REFORMED SYNOD 


(Fribourg) - Bishop Frangois Charriére.of Lausanne, Geneva, and Fribourg, 
Switzerland, met with the Synod of the Swiss Reformed Church of the Fribourg 
Canton last week. A communiqué said that in "a brotherly spirit" the Bishop 
and Reformed leaders had examined "points on which genuine cooperation by 
baptized Christians could be realised on the basis of mutual respect". 

EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Some 3,000 servicemen from Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, Great Britain, 
the United States, and France, participated in a retreat last weekend at 
Soubeyran, Gard, France. The retreat was organized by the military chap= 
laincies of the countries involved. At Soubeyran is housed a collection 
of the mementos of French Protestantism from the period of the religious. 


Wars: and persecutions. 
* % * 


German-speaking Protestant and Roman Catholic groups in Spain are cooperating 
in the publication of an illustrated information brochure for German visitors 
in the. country. Recently both communities held a joint service in Madrid 

at which Protestant and Roman Catholic clergy alternated in reading the 
Scriptures and leading the prayers. 


% alin Wcos 


Pope Paul VI has’ consecrated Mgr. Jan Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican 
Secretariat for Christian Unity,as titual bishop of Mauriana. Four other 
new bishops were also consecrated at a ceremony on June buat. Ste (eetervan 
Basilica. £ : Ce gate 


a ae 
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The International Evangelical Brotherhood of St. Michael has accepted an 
invitation to send an observer to the Vatican Council's third session. 
Pastor Wilhelm Schmidt of Bremen-Horn was named observer by the Brotherhood 
which was founded in 1931 and is made up of Lutheran pastors and laymen 
with special interest in theological and liturgical questions. Liites 
some 700 members in Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Netherlands, and the 
Alsace region of France. 

* * 


For the first time since the Church of the Brethren was established in the 
USA, beginning in 1719, the denomination will have a lay moderator in 
1966-67. Named to the church's highest elective office at its annual meet- 
ing here was Dan West of Middlebury, Ind., a former member of the Brethren 
General Brotherhood Board, who is credited with originating the idea for 
the Heifer Project, established in 1944 to distribute livestock and poultry 
to needy people overseas, 

*¥ * * 


The Roman Catholic bishops of Kerala submitted a joint petition to the Kerala 
state government urging it to recognise the "legitimate" right of teachers 

in private schools to be paid salaries equivalent to those of public school 
teachers. They also appealed to the state's 40,000 private school teacher's 
to call off a strike for higher salaries scheduled for August 5. 


% * * 


Nine laymen of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA are spending two 
months in Africa helping to build a school for the Evangelical Church of 
Gabon and assisting in the development of men's programmes in several 
African cities. Their mission was planned and directed by the non-denomin- 
ational Operation Crossroads Africa and sponsored by the church's National 
Council of United Presbyterian Men and its Commission on Ecumenical Mission 


and Relations. 
hcg Tie 


A team of sociologists is conducting a series of 11 studies of the attitudes 


and problems of Jews in Western continental Europe. One of the chief aims 
of the studies is to determine whether Europe's Jews wish to be brought 
together for Jewish activities. Information also is being sought on the 


attitudes of Jews to Judaism, on their religiousness, and on population 
trends such as age and location. The study is being conducted by the 
American Jewish Committee, the Anglo Jewish Association, and the Alliance 
Israelite Universelle de France. Forty per cent of the study is being 
financed under the war debts programme of the West German government. 


* * * 


American Baptists and the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) will 
publish jointly a new hymnal to be ready in 1970. 


% * * 


Plans for a new Roman Catholic'Sinternational Theological Review" with 200 
theologians representing 15 nations as contributors have been announced 

in the Hague, the Netherlands. The publication is being prepared on the 
initietivo of Fra EB. Schillebeeckx, O0.P., and Fr. Karl Rahner, S.J., and 
will be "designed to translate modern theological thought into easily — 
readable material on a reasonably popular level". It will be published 
in six languages by nine publishing houses. The first number is expected 


in January, 1965. 
Agi yen hie 
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In relation to its population South Africa is the largest buyer of Bibles in 
Africa - and one of the largest in the world. More than 760,000 Scriptures 
were sold and distributed in the Republic last year: 100,000 higher than 
in 1962. The figure includes 350,000 complete Bibles. The Bible Society 
of South Africa says that the main reason for the high per capita ownership 
of Bibles in South Africa is the close cooperation between the: Protestant: 
ohurches and. individuals in this field, and. the fact that the Bible has 
been translated into seven South African Bantu languages and that the 
literacy rate among the Bantu in the Republic is, in apne nian far higher 
than. in other African territories, 

¥ * * 


Dr. W. Harold Row, executive secretary of the Ohurch of the Brethren's 

Service Commission (USA), is making a five-week tour of Eastern Europe to 

investigate the possibility of new church work in that area. His trip 
includes visits to Hungary, Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia. 


* * * 


One of the services rendered by Protestant missions among Italian workers 

in Switzerland is the conducting of an evening school in Italian. Fourteen 
members of the first class have just returned from Italy,.where they took 
State examinations for the first.middle-school class. Seven successfully 
completed tests in all subjects and the others are expected to do so soon. 
The courses are conducted by Italian Baptists living in the Zurich area. 

The 14 members of the first class were Baptist, Waldensian, Methodist, and 
Roman Catholice There are about 100, 000 Italians inthe Zurich area, and. 


470,000 in all of Switzerland, 
YL ae 


Twenty Lutheran young people will travel across the United States and Canada 
this summer to help mission congregations of the Lutheran Church in America. 
The programme is a joint venture of the church's Board of American Missions 
and the Luther League. Services provided by the young people-will include 
a house-to-house religious census in the neighbourhood served by the mission. 


* * % 


The Baptist Convention of Ontario and Quebec voted to use a new Sunday school 
curriculum prepared jointly with the United Church of Canada, despite alleg- 
ations that it contained "modernist" interpretations of the Bible. But . 
delegates also directed the church's religious education department to 
assist any congregation which sought it to secure naterial fron. Baptist 
sources:in the USA. 

. * * * 
The National Conference of the Methodist Student Movement (USA) is collecting 
medicines to send to Cuba where they will be distributed by Methodist 
ministers,in the name of the church, to any one who needs then: * 


% x * 


A total of 278 laymen and women met in St. Andrews, recently, for a weekend 
meeting sponsored by the Scottish Churches Laity Forum. Discussions dealt 
with personal relationships, political and economic responsibilities, and 
the relevance of worship in the life of the world. | New forms of worship « 
were a special: feature of the meeting... All the Scottish churches: of the -° 
Reforned tradition were represented. EPS, Geneva 
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APPENDIX : 

(Following are excerpts from the letter condemning South African apartheid 
sent by Geneva, Switzerland, Protestant and Roman Catholic leaders to 

the’ president of the Republic of South Africa. 


Sirs 


The trial* which has just been held at Pretoria suggested to us a step from 
which the verdict has not dissuaded us. We are, of course, glad that the 
defendants were not condemned to death. Judging from the report sent us 

by your embassy at Berne,however, it seems that they owed their escape only 
to the absolute correctness of the court, presided over by Judge de Wet and 
to the difficulty experienced by the Public Prosecutor in proving his accus-— 
ations.- We greet, therefore, with respect the independence which has 
traditionally been maintained by the higher courtof your country in carrying 
out their functions despite an atmosphere poisoned by heated feelingse 


This praise of your country notwithstanding, we are obliged: vigorously to. 
express our disapproval of the system of apartheid and the legislation 
designed to shore it up, both of which set the human conscience at defiance. 
Despite the formal validity of their decisions, even the judges of the 
sreatest integrity and independence are bound by laws which are intrinsically 
evil. Moreover, this has already been pointed out and confirmed repeatedly 
by most of the Christian churches of South Africas 


We have in ‘mind all the recent laws on the repression af. communism, sabotage, 
and (one which permits). imprisonment without trial. The first of these 
"defines communism. so broadly that practically any. political activity: under— 
taken with a view to altering in the least the present system may be considere: 
Bee sieht, tx (Quoted from a:ipress conference by Mrs Je Arnold, observer for - 
the International Commission of Jurists.) . 


According to the second one: "When one of the infractions listed can be 
proved to have, been committed intentionally, it may be considered as estab-— 


lished that- this intention was of a political nature." Moreover, it is up 
to the defendant to: prove his innocence. 


As to the law on imprisonment, it permits the criminal police to imprison 
any suspect for 90 days without an opportunity to obtain legal counsely. 
consult a medical doctor’ of his choice, or get in touch with his family. 
Upon his release,‘he may be once more arrested for another such period. 


Such provisions represent a moral regression which does no more than mirror 
the over-all situation which finds expression in apartheid and deprives 11 
or 12 million men, living in their own country, of all political represent- 
ation and of the normal conditions for economic, social, and cultural 
advancenent. Here are a few of the most striking facts from a list which 
is all too long: 


—- Torture and brutality practised on prisoners are not an exception. In 
response to a question put to him in parliament, South African minister 
Vorster admitted that 354 members of the police force or prison personnel 
had been found guilty of such practices between 1960 and 1963. 


(* Editors! note: of Sheath Mandela, African nationalist leader, and seven 
others 
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- Infant mortality among the African population is 200 per 1,000 in urban 
areas and 300 to 400 per 1,000 in rural areas, compared to 27 per 1,000 for 
the white. population ("South Africa on Trial", page 7.) 


= The government spends about 10 times as much for the education of a, white 
child as for that of an African child (Race Relations News, March 1964). 


- Four-fifths of the total population is in possession of 13% of the 
territory, in the poorest part of the country ("South Africa on Trial'): page::6). 


Let us add, here a. few words about that- most painful of all problems which © 
is posed by recourse to violence as a final remedy to this intolerable 
‘clei bE eta ola ane gg te pu BE NOMCR EA) 5 thn Battie 


Any state of affairs, even one that flouts human dignity, may be considered 
"just" and "legal" from the point of view of the existing legislation. But 
the question remains unchanged: should such inherently evil laws be res- . 
pected indefinitely ? When they exclude all prospect for peaceful evolution 
by demotratic means, it is not surprising that agitation should flame up with 
the goal of changing the existing. structures at all costs 


The African leadership of South Africa has been demanding this change of 
almost half a century. Supported by a number of far—seeing leaders of the 
white minority, it has loyally sought to obtain this change through a non- 
violent struggle, Unfortunately, the only result has been a continual ; 
stiffening of the measures of racial discrimination! It has had no results. 
other than government repression in which the arbitrary nature of (ad hoe 
emergency) laws vies with the increasing ascendancy of police brutality. 
Where then, in these conditions, should the heaviest responsibility for the 
increasingly oppressive climate of violence which reigns in South Africa 

be placed ? It does not spring from the despair of peoplés mercilessly 
driven to subversive activities, but rather, we believe, from the blindness 
of a power which intends to block the-way:to an existence worthy of the 

name of men, women, and children. 


As friends of your people and disciples of the Prince of Peace,. we deeply 
regret having to write these things, But if we felt obliged to approach 
you in this way, Mr. President, it is. because Christian circlés in Geneva 
are deeply.concerned for the future of your country. Au real anxiety - 
is awakened in us by the thought of the catastrophe which cannot. fail to 
come if the present system is not radically changed... 

Ma ey , _ EPS, Geneva. 
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GREEK CHURCH WILL TAKE PART 
IN PAN-ORTHODOX MEETING 


(Athens) - The Greek Orthodox Church has announced it will take part in the 
forthcoming pan-Orthodox conference called by the Ecumenical Patriarch to 
discuss ways in which dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church should be 
conducted. (EPS Noe 25) 


The Greek Orthodox Church was the only major Orthodox church not represented 
at the last pan-Orthodox gathering, held in 1963. 


The church named as its three delegates the Metropolitans of Angolis, of 
Trikkis, and of Kythera. Two advisers named were Professor P. Trembelas 
and Mr. I. Karmiris. . 


Several Greek newspapers have criticized the selection of the three dele- 
gates because of their known reserve and caution concerning relations with 
the Roman Catholic Church. 


Observers note, however, that although the appointment of these three re- 
flects to some degree a certain aloofness in Orthodox circles regarding 
dialogue with Roman Catholics, the recent action of the Pope in returning 
a relic of the martyr St. Andrew, the patron saint of Patras, has changed 
the situation dramatically and stirred popular imagination thus making it 
easier for the Greek Church to join in such discussions. EPS, Geneva 
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VATICAN AND SPANISH HIERARCHY 
APPROVE PROTESTANT "BILL OF RIGHTS" 


(Madrid) - The Vatican and the Spanish Roman Catholic hierarchy have informed 
the Spanish government that they have no objection to passage of the proposed 
"bill of rights" for’ Protestants in) Spain. 


Under terms of the 1953 concordat the Spanish government is unable to take 
the initiative in proposing new laws relating to minority religious groups 
without prior approval of the Spanish hierarchy. 


Reports indicate the new statute would give legal recognition to Protestant 
churches and would enable them to hold property, whereas now it must be 
registered in the name of individuals or foreign organizations. 


It also would permit Protestants to operate schools and publishing houses, 
would allow civil marriages between Protestants and Roman Catholics, and 
would free Protestant soldiers from having to attend Roman Catholic services 
in the armed forces, 


However, it would Tt ein aban on "proselytizing" by Protestants. 


The Roman Catholic Herald published in London commenting on the proposed law 
said that "it is quite clear that the official Spain of today is increasingly 
responsive to the liberal winds blowing from. the Vatican". tot a 2 


However, there have been some: protests in Spanish Roman Catholic circles. 


A Jesuit priest Father Francis to. Peiro in a recent newspaper article. warned 
that it would result in proselytism by the Protestant minority. 


Spanish Protestants number 30,000 out of a total population of over 
40,000,000. 


* * * 


Earlier the author of the proposed statute, Spanish Foreign Minister Sr. 
Fernando Mario Castiella, said in an article published in the Italian review 
Rivista Romana that: "The state has the duty to guarantee freedom of 
religious profession and of worship in public as well as in private to all 
religious confessions." 


He said this is required "within the limit demanded by morals and by the 
common good as Pope John XXIII demanded in the encyclical Pacem in Terris". 


The Minister recognized that the difficult problem in Spain is that of 
"proselytism". However he added that, while he affirmed his "willingness 
to defend Spanish Catholic unity", he wished to express "his satisfaction 
about the terms in which the question has been put by the World Council of 
Churches, which distinguishes between proselytism and witness". 


He expressed confidence that the Roman Catholic Church in Spain would lead 
the way so that the principles established in the encyclical would. become 
@ reality in Spain,» - EPS, Geneva 
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TIBETAN AID AGENCIES 
DISCUSS COORDINATION 


(Geneva) - Some 35 representatives of leading voluntary organizations con- 
.cerned with aid to Tibetan refugees met here to discuss ways of coordina- 
ting their efforts. 


The meeting was the first of the new Committee on Tibetan Refugees of the 
International Council of Voluntary Agencies, which has headquarters here. 


The participants agreed that if the major agencies coordinated their efforts, 
within two years it would be possible to provide a rehabilitation programme 
of sufficient dimensions to solve the major part of oe problem of Tibetan 
refugees in India. 


It was the consensus that because the Tibetans have shown an amazing aptitude 
for "getting on their own feet'', with a limited amount of help they could 
become an increasingly self-supporting community within the Indian economy. 


There are an estimated 50,000 Tibetans in India, another 14,000 in Nepal, 
and 450 in Burope. ! 


The Committee also discussed ways of aiding Tibetans in Nepal, noting that 
“the. Swiss government and Swiss Red Cross are doing “outstanding work" there. 


The Committee elected Dr. Harry Haines, Asia secretary for the Division of 
‘Inter=Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service of the World Council of Churches, 
as its permanent chairman. 


Present was a personal representative of the Dalai Lama. Organizations 

represented included: Catholic Relief Services (NCWC), CARE, Norwegian 

Tibetan Aid, Swiss ‘Red Cross, Swiss government, Tibet Society of the United 

_ Kingdon, tifondatheval Labour Organization, ORT, and the World Alliance of 
YMCAs. . 


The World Council of Churches has announced the appointment of Mr. Patrick 
. Brewster, a New Zealander, formerly head of the Department of Economics at 
Salatiga University, Central Java, as its full-time officer for Tibetan 
refugees in India. The appointment is effective immediately. 


The WCC aid programme for Tibetans in India includes full support and medical 
care for 500 TB patients, 90 scholarships for outstanding youth at various 
schools, and the provision of bullocks and such equipment as ploughs, sewing 
machines, etc. to various communities to help them become self~supporting. 
Cost for 1964 of the WCC Tibetan aid programme in India is $160,000. 

EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA RETAINS | | Ties : 
90-DAY DETENTION LAW | 


(Capetown) - South Africa has renewed for another year the 90-day detention 

law under which police may arrest persons suspected of subversion, hold them | 
incommunicado without charges or trial, and continue to re-arrest and hold | 
them for successive 90-day periods. : 


Churches and other groups have waged an intensive battle against the law. 
In May Anglican, Protestant, Roman Catholic, Jewish, and Muslim leaders 
staged a mass meeting here opposing it. EPS, Geneva 


‘No. 26 ~ 9th July, 1964 ee eL. 


CLERGY TO AID STUDENTS 
IN RIGHTS WORK 


(New York) - The Commission on Religion and Hace of the National Council of 
Churches has appealed for ordained clergymen to volunteer this summer as 
minister~counsellors ‘to students working for civil rights in the state of 
Mississippi. 

Dr. Robert W. Spike, Commission executive director, said they would join 16 
Protestant ministers already. working there and that Roman Catholic and 

. Jewish volunteers would be welcome "since all parts of America's religious 
life are represented among the students", 


The ‘NCC is conducting training courses for students recruited for civil 
rights work by the Council of Federated Organizations (COFO), @ civil rights 
aZencye. 


Dr. Spike reported that the Commission has recruited 100 lawyers who will 
‘ work ‘alongside the ministers and students on a 24-hours aday basis. 


He also announced that a $500 reward for information leading to the "appre- 
hension of persons responsible" for the disappearance of three of the young 
civil rights volunteers has been offered by "a prominent white citizen of a 
racially troubled. Southern community". 


He did not further identify the donor, but said that he had made the. Com- 
hission the sole judge of information the reward may produce, 


Dr. Spike paid tribute to the young civil rights: workers. He said of. the 
more than 300 in training at the first two NCC-sponsored courses only five 
had withdrawn because of the disappearance of the three rights workers. 


He: said the students "knowing full well that they are walking into certain 
danger, are surely following in the great American tradition of courage in 
behalf of freedom", Tete 


He said the disappearance of the three had led the Commission to "a recon- 

Sideratiom and look at our whole involvement" in. the programme, but that the 
detailed reassessment had resulted in the decision to increase the number of 
minister-counSellors and lawyers to assist the young people. | 


Tyres x 


Religious leaders across the nation have hailed the new civil rights legis- 
lation signed into law July 3 by President Johnson. 


Dr. Eugene. Carson Blake, chairman of the NCC’ Commission on Religion and Race, 
who has fought tirelessly for its passage, said it represents "an inching 
forward" for American Negroes towards "entrance into the mainstream of 
American life", 


Leaders of all religious faiths were virtually unanimous in agreement that 
the legislation stands as a challenge to even greater effort in the struggle 
for racial justice, EPS, Geneva 
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BIBLE LEADERS ASK 
COMMON TEXT 


(Driebergen, The Netherlands) ~ An international conference of church leaders 
has recommended that all churches, including the Roman Catholic, collaborate 
in preparation of a common text of the Bible in the original languages which 
would serve as the one source of translation for all churches. 3 


‘The conference, convened by the United Bible Societies to mark the 150th 
anniversary of the Netherlands Bible Society, said that it was convinced that 
"by means of honest scholarship this is now 4 possibility". 


It also urged exploration of the possibility of preparing, "at least in cer- 
tain languages", a common translation of the Bible that may be published 
either in common or separately as circumstances require", . 


The 100 participants to the meeting came from 12 churches, including the Roman 
Catholic, in 50 countries. Among those present was Bernard Cardinal Alfrink, 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Utrecht. 


Aim of the conference was to survey the role of the Bible in the world today 
and to provide churches and Bible societies with an opportunity for discuss- 
ion of ways of mutual assistance in distribution and study. 


Among other actions the conference: 


~ Asked fuller participation in the work of Bible societies by the 
Orthodox and ancient Eastern churches, RUA 


- Called for closer relationships between churches and Bible societies 
"on every level".and systematic training of members of congregations se that 
they can "bring the Scriptures to their neighbours in such a way that they 
are led to accept Jesus Christ as thear Lord". 


~ Urged acceleration of Bible production and distribution to meet. growing 
population needs from the current 50 million copies to 150 million copies a 
year. It was reported that the Bible igs now available in 1,216 languages. 


The president. of the United Bible Societies, the Most Rev. Donald Coggan, 
Archbishop of York, presided. Participants included Lutheran Bishop Hanns 
Lilje, of Hanover, Germany; Anglican Bishop Chandu Ray of West Pakistan; 
the Rev. Emilio Castro of the Methodist Church of Montevideo, Uruguay; a a 
James MeCord, president of Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, Neds, 
‘USA; and Father Jan ©. Groot, president of the Netherlands Bible Society; 
Bishop Emilianos, representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate to the 
World Council of Churches, and Bishop Samuel of the Coptic. Orthodox Church. 
EPS, Geneva 


WOMEN MINISTERS REQUEST CHURCHES. 
TO END ORDINATION DISCRIMINATION | 


(Syracuse, Ind.) - The American Association of Women Ministers called on 
churches which do not ordain women pastors to eliminate such "discrimination" 
based’ on sex. } 


In a resolution adopted at the association's annual meeting here, delegates 
representing six denominations in ten states said that "since the Church 
leads in many issues'"',"it should lead in the fight for equality for women 
in all fields. EPS, Geneva 
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CWS RUSHES AID TO 
WEST PAKISTAN DISASTER 


(Karachi, West Pakistan) ~ Food supplies have been rushed by Church World 
Service (USA) to survivors of the disaster caused by heavy rains in the 
‘district east of Hyderabad, West Pakistan. | ne 


Violent storms left 208 “officially dead" and another 4398 reported missing. 
A total of 77,000 persons were reported homeless with six to seven thousand 
Square miles under water. 


The worst part of the storm was concentrated in three districts east of 
Hyderabad. CWS officials on the scene reported that the West Pakistan 
Ministry of Railways was in charge of relief operations and that at present 
no further aid was required from the churches. The CWS supplies were 
dispensed from stocks in Karachi. . 


Church World Service is the relief and rehabilitation agency of the National 
Council of Churches in the United States. EPS, Geneva 


WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTER 
WILL MEET IN GERMANY JULY 27-31 


(Tutzing, Germany ) - The policy-making Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches will meet here July 27-31. Tutzing is located 40 kilo- 
metres southwest of Munich, fh dig 


The Committee agenda will include items dealing with international affairs, 
-and*religious liberty, and a report from a special committee studying pro- 
posed re-structuring of the WCC's organization, . . : 


The Committee also will discuss possible forms of practical cooperation with 
the Roman Catholic Church, Loh os 


At its last meeting in February in Odessa, USSR, the Committee suggested 
that "churches and individual Christians should seize the possibilities ... 
of cooperation in common Christian tasks with fellow-Christians of whatever 
confession", - : | 7 | | 


Chairman of the 16-member Committee is Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, 
president of the Lutheran Church in America. Vice-chairman is Dr. Ernest 
‘Payne, general secretary of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland. 
The Committee meets twice a year. 


The WCC's six presidents are ex-officio members. Four of them are expected 
to attend. They are: Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Church of 
North and South America; Dr. D.G, Moses, principal of Hislop College, 
Nagpur, India; Dr. Martin Nieméller, president of the Evangelical Church of 
Hesse-Nassau, Germany; and Mr. Charles Parlin, a Methodist layman who is a 
senior member of the law firm of Sherman, Sterling, and Wright, New York. 


* * * 
NOTH TO EDITORS; All Committee sessions will be closed to the press. A 
press conference is tentatively scheduled in a Munich hotel the evening of 


July 31. © The exact time and place will be announced later, 
3 EPS, Geneva 
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE 
TO USE ENGLISH IN LITURGY 


(Denver, Colo.) - Limited use of English in the divine liturgy will be 
permitted by the Greek Orthodox Church in the USA, it was announced here at 
the 17th biennial congress of clergy and laity of the Archdiocese of North 
and South America. 


Archbishop Iakovos, head of the archdiocese, made the announcement, which 
was based on a decision reached at a bishops! meeting last December. 


He said the decision, approved unanimously, will permit the Epistle and the 
Gospel to be read in both Greek and English on Sunday. It also will be 
permissible to read certain prayers in English during baptism, in the 
marriage ceremony, in the service of betrothal, and in the funeral service, 


In another session Dr. R.H,. Edwin Espy, general secretary of the National 
Council of Churches, said that Protestants owe a deep gratitude to the Greek 
Orthodox Church for its role in the growing ecumenical movement. 


He emphasized particularly the contribution of the Greek Orthodox Church to 

the life of the National Council and said there is "a greater potential for 

even closer relations between Orthodox and Protestants in the United States". 
EPS, Geneva 


LOOTH ANNIVERSARY MARKED OF 
ANGLICAN-EASTERN CHURCHES ASSOCIATION 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury preaching at a celebration of the 
divine liturgy in the Greek Orthodox Cathedral here stressed the growing 
friendship between Anglicans and Orthodox. 


The service marked the centenary of the Anglican and Hastern Churches 
Association. 


The Archbishop told an overflow congregation that the "mutual knowledge and 
friendship" between churches of the two traditions is "far more than a sort 
of ecclesiastical hobby. It is a cause which goes to the root of the whole 
problem of Christian unity. 


"Before and behind the divisions so familiar to us in the West (Roman 
Catholics, Protestants, divided churches and denominations) there is the 
deep division between the East and the West, Bast and West needed one 
another, and the sad cleavage meant loss to both..." 


Paying tribute to the 100 years! work of the Association, the Archbishop 
said that "today the rapprochement of Orthodoxy and the Anglican Church can 
look beyond itself as it serves the ecumenical movement in West and Bast and 
everywhere", 


He added: “Anglicans reach out in spiritual kinship towards the Protestant 
churches with which they share the open Bible and many of the experiences of 
the Reformation, 


"All of us welcome the new trends, scriptural, patristic, liturgical, within 
the Church of Rome, and feel these trends to be significant for us all. 
Unity must be the unity of all with all in the name and the will of Christ." 


His Grace the Archbishop of Thyateira celebrated the divine liturgy at the 
service. He was assisted by archbishops and priests of the Greek and 
Russian Orthodox churches. EPS, Geneva 
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"CATHOLICIZING" OF CHURCH DENIED 
IN NEW ANGLICAN PUBLICATION 


(London) ~ Charges in Parliament that the Church of England is moving closer 
to Roman Catholicism were vigorously denied in a pamphlet hee pay here 
called "No Drift to Rome". 


ue controversy arose over measures , concerned with the liturgy and the 
vesture of the clergy, which are to come before Parliament for sanction 
after being agreed on by the Church Assembly and Convocations. 


Sir John Guillum Scott, secretary of the Church Assembly, wrote in the pam- 
phlet that the charges of Ae hea vient tata an iy elie sr the Anglican Chuameh clei ese 
be ‘too strenuously denied". abt 


He stated: "It is not a question of imitating Roman ways or practices but 
rather a growing desire to use the example of the primitive Church in meet- 
ing contemporary needs both in liturgy and in church government." 


Some of the changes called for include the reintroduction of stone tas 
and ius use of vestments and unleavened bread at Holy Communion. 
EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH LIFE CONTINUE 
IN S. SUDAN CHURCH 


(London) - The Anglican Bishop in the Sudan reported here that church life 
goes on in the southern Sudan in spite of the recent expulsion of some 300 
missionaries from'the area. 


The Rt. Rev. Oliver Allison reported to the Sudan Church Association that 
although the expulsion of the missionaries had come as "a great shock" to 
the Christian world, the church in the area was not facing the future with 
a fatalistic or depressed outlook. 


"The church there has come a long way in the past 58 years and as we look 
back over the past 12 months we can see God's timing in the pattern of 
events", he said. 


Bishop Allison said he believed that eventually foreign missionaries would 
be allowed to return to the area. . 


"Reality and truth will win in the end", he said, "providing that there is 
understanding on both sides. We have nothing to hide. Our Bible is an 
open book.’ ‘Our churches are’ open," ~ EPS, Geneva 


U.S. METHODIST STUDENTS 
ASK END OF. DRAFT 


(Atlanta) +» The National Conference of ‘the Methodiat Student Movement (usa) — 
has urged "elimination of the draft as a basis for recruitment of military. 
personnel". 


The bantovedite said its action was in.line with action of the 1964 Methodist 
General Conference which "reaffirmed. the opposition of The Methodist Church 
to compulsory military . training and service in peacetime". 


It also advocated enlargement of the United Nations Security. Council ull 
urged Senate ratification of three human rights covenants which were framed 
by the UN. ERS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS STRESS 
NEED FOR ECUMENICAL INFORMATION 


(Furigen, Switzerland) - Some 80 delegates, from over 40 countries, to a 

World Curriculum Consultation just concluded here, have recommended that the 
Boards of Christian Education of the various churches be kept informed about 
ecumenical developments and about Christian education in the younger churches. 


The consultation said this responsibility should be undertaken. by the World 
Council of Christian Education (WCCE), which sponsored the three-week inter- 
national meeting. 


A draft formulated by the consultation called for a plan to link the boards 
in "coordinated effort with agencies whose central concern is faith and 
order, evangelism, mission, etc." 


The plan was in line with suggestions made earlier by a consultation speaker 
the Rev. (Miss) Gwenyth Hubble, New York, of the Division of World Mission 
and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. 


Miss Hubble had described the present concept of "mission to six continents" 
as replacing the iy ah earner ant concept of sending and receiving missionary 
churches. 


Tn the closing days consultation members turned from their earlier discuss- 
ions on theory and principles of the work of the churches and parishes for 
Christian nurture to a workshop procedure of producing outlines of actual 
curriculum units or lessons on the ecumenical mission of the Church. 


The need for mutual*help was expressed in a recommendation from the Asian 
participants who asked the WCCE "to negotiate with appropriate bodies to 
design a strategy by which Christian education in developing countries would 
be given the fullest possible attention and assistance, and treated as a 
matter of supreme urgency". 


Evaluation of the consultation made by its members revealed the deep sense 
of the value of such an exchange among those who wrestle with the practical 
and technical problems of producing Christian education teaching plans and 
materials in different parts of the world. 


Findings and conclusions of this World Consultation will be laid before 
official bodies of the WCCEH in meetings scheduled for July and August. 
EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC ECUMENISM DISCUSSED 
IN TWO "ECUMENICAL REVIEW" ARTICLES 


(Geneva) - Two of the World Council of Churches' observers at the Second 
Vatican Council write on the Council and Roman Catholic ecumenism in the 
current edition of The Ecumenical Review. 


The July issue of the quarterly features articles by: 


Dr.. Nikos A. Nissiotis, a Greek Orthodox layman who is associate director of 
the WCC!s Ecumenical Institute, on "Is the Vatican Council Really Ecumenical?", 


aut by Dr. Lukas Vischer, a minister of the Swiss Reformed Church whois 


research secretary of the WCC's Department of Faith and Order, on "Roman 
Catholic Ecumenism and the World Council of Churches", . 3 


' (See Appendices I and II for summaries of the two articles.) 


BPS , Geneva 
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CHURCHES! IMPACT IN 
USA CITIES SEEN ON DECLINE 


(Pittsburgh, Pa.) - Protestant influence in America's big cities has been in 
a "steep decline" for 50 years and the Sica must he hesliae ¢ 5 ets ican acre 
leader said here. : ‘ 


' Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, ata York, pnesaaene of the Lutheran Church in 
America (LCA), warned that unless the trend is ‘reversed the nation could: 
become "totally secular and pagan" because, he said, “the texture and colour 
of every culture are determined in its cities". . 


In a report to the LCA's second biennial convention, Dr. Fry catiled on the 
LCA to meet the challenge of. the city and to "assume our. E share? in tie | 
evangelization of our whole society". . 


{Earlier the LCA's Board of American Missions announced it will spend - 
$45,000,000 in the next two years to expand its mission. ‘programme in the 
United Biacea, Canada, and the Caribbean.) © | 


Bishop John Je Wright’. of Pittsburgh, in the first appearance of a Roman” =— 
Catholic prelate: before a Lutheran convention in America, called for joint 
Protestant-Catholic study of the writings of early church leaders as well 
as the Scriptures. fa 


Such a shared study "might prove a Saowiden tial restoration and” enrichment 
of our common family heritage", he said. 


It would be, he said, "as if ‘relatives too long selena were happily to 
meet in the NORA PINE homes to: which they had retained deep but, alas, 
divided loyalties and were again enjoying together treasures Sunio they — 
each remember with tender love but, alas, separately". - EPS, Geneva ~ 


CARDINAL CAUTIONS AGAINST 
INTERC OMMUNION BHXPERIMENTS 


Chere t. The Netherlands) - Barnech: cafadnal Alfrink, Patel sheet of ubrecht, 
hailed here the “great gains" being made in the ecumenical movement, but 
cautioned against the "lack. of reality in some experinents in intercommunion". 


The cardinal explained in an address to Catholic priests and laymen that his 
warning involving intercommunion had been prompted by so-called "agape" 
meals in which Roman Catholics had taken part with Protestants. 


Cardinal Alfrink said he could appreciate that such meals helped. to, strength- 
en a community spirit, but stressed the danger.in serving bread and wine: at 
them tesliat es this PHBE Sted be eR Sk als Tar eal an agi which does not exist", 

a. Geneva” 


GIFT OF VALUABLE BOOKS 
TO WCC LIBRARY 


(Geneva) ~ The library of the World Council of Churches has TEI any, a Phe? 

of some 100 very valuable books including Bibles and New.. Testaments in;differ- 
ent languages, including Armenian, Welsh, ;Poliph,- and. the Icelandic and . 
Tahitian languages. . . 


The collection was Sonata by Mme. Pile ciecmncane Briquet, of Guten a Sat memory — 
of her husband who died five years ago. A journalist, writer,and philosopher, 
M. Briquet had made a study of many languages using the Bible as a key to : 
his work. EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN CHURCH PROTESTS 
PROPOSED LAW ON ABORTION 


(Bonn) - The Family Rights Commission of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKID) has expressed "profound concern'' over proposed legislation which would 
legalize abortion in cases of rape. 


A memorandum submitted to government officials stated that a new human life 
"is never outside the promise of God and that "God can bring blessings even 
upon a child conceived in an act of rape". Therefure this life "should 

not be regarded as the product of an evil which one wants to be rid of", 


It said the Christian faith also forbids the assumption that a pregnancy 
resulting from rape will ‘inevitably injure a woman psychologically and 
physically". The future mother therefore "may not under any circumstances 
be allowed a free right of disposal of the life of the child she is carrying, 


The Gospel, which lays the sins of men at the mercy of God, should not be 
erroneously interpreted to mean a dispensation from the divine law, and 
permit a sentence of death to be pronounced on an unborn child. 


"But the Gospel does permit the suspension of judgment, the acquittal of a 

mother who in the despair at her violation has extinguished the unborn life 
within her, and the condonation also of a doctor who, knowing her distress,, 
has given freely of his services." EBS, Geneva 


LEADING EUROPEAN THEOLOGIANS i 
- AT INSTITUTE FOR U.S. CLERGY pie 


(Chicago) - More than 30 prominent European theologians are leaders of a 
three-week ecumenical seminar in Europe for US clergymen and theology 

students, conducted by the Institute of European Studies here and the 
American University, Washington, D.C. i 


The seminar, continuing through July 11, is being held consecutively at 
Oxford, England; Paris; Ttibingen, West Germany; and Basel, Switzerland. 


The lecturers include Dr. Karl Barth of the University of Basel; Father 
¥ves: Congar, 0.P., theology professor at Le Saulchoir, Paris; Father Hans 
King, professor at Ttibingen; and Father Karl Rahner, S.J., professor at ; 
the University of Innsbruck, Austria. EPS, Geneva 


CONSERVATIVE BAPTIST BODY 
WARNS AGAINST ECUMENISM 


(Chicago) - The American Baptist Association's General Assembly admonished 
the more than 3,000 churches of the fellowship to "have no part of the 
proposed ecumenical movement" and to "exercise extreme caution" in receiving 
members baptized in other Baptist fellowships, including the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 


A statement warned that "Baptists would compromise every distinctive truth 
they hold if they joined the ecumenical movement". 


The American Baptist Association is composed largely of churches which broke 
away from the Southern Baptist Convention at the beginning of the 20th 

century. Its membership is about 600,000 and is centred ‘largely in the 

South and West. aks EPS, Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL SERVICE MARKS 
MALAWI INDEPENDENCE 


(London) - The coming of independence to the new African nation of Malawi 
(formerly Nyasaland) was marked at an ecumenical service of PRE KES IN HOR, and 
dedication at Westminster Abbey Monday, July 6. : 


Present in the congregation were Princess Margaret; the Prime Minister, Sir 
Alec Douglas-Home; the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Harold Wilson; the Sec- 
retary for Commonwealth Relations, Mr. Duncan Sandys, and the Foreign Secretary, 
Mr. .§ ReAsB. Butler. Also present were the Prime Ministers or other high- 
ranking dignitaries of Ghana, Uganda, and Ceylon, and representatives of the 
Church of Scotland, the Foreign Missions Committee, the University Mission to 
Central Africa, the British and Foreign Bible Society, the Conference of 
British Missionary Societies, and the British Council of Churches. 


The preacher at the service was Dr. 4.K. Matthews, of South Africa, Secretary 
for Africa of the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service of 
the World Council of Churches. 


Taking as his text "Arise, shine for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord has risen upon thee" (Isaiah 60:1), Dr. Matthews paid tribute to the 
"distinguished line of missionaries" who have served in the country and to the 
colonial administrators and civil servants of the British government who "laid 
the foundations of the modern government on which Malawi can now build an 
independent nation". 


But he added:.-"We are not oblivious to the fact that the African has had to 
pay a price for his freedom and independence. It is precisely because of the 
price that was paid for it that this freedom and independence will be valued 
and appreciated." 


However,’ "this is no time for meal CN TT WER and sullen Paes emicum but 
for "'pressing towards the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus! - the task of building up a society in which a greater premium is 
placed upon the’ quality of human lives and human values, than upon material 
resources or ethnic origin. For it must be remembered that freedom and inde- 
pendence are. not. sought by people for their own sake, but because it is in that 
atmosphere: alone that the energies of people can genuinely be released and har- 
nessed for. their development and self-realization. The slave cannot appreci- 
ate the. joy of self-direction nor the servant the bliss of work for work's sake. 


He concluded: "Now that the relations between Great Britain and Malawi have 
been placed on a new basis, a new era commences when those two sovereign inde- 
pendent states can march together into a future more glorious than the past, 
when the ties which have been forged in their common history can be strength- 
ened, and: their mutual association on a basis of equality in the Commonwealth 
of Nations ripen into fruitful collaboration in the arts of civilization and in 
the further extension of freedom and: justice in the continent of ee in 
particular, and in the world in general. 


"As one who believes that the United Kingdom as a great nation has an inescap- 
able responsibility for the rest of unfree Africa, I een it will not be found 
wanting in the years of trial that lie ahead." 


The: new-nation has 50,000 square miles and a population of 3,000,000 Atpi ale 

a few thousand whites, and a few more thousand Asians. It formerly was part 

of the Central African Federation which also comprised Northern and Southern 
Rhodesia. ‘This Federation was dissolved on December 31, 1963. Formerly it 
was a British Protectorate. EPS, Geneva 
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PROTESTANT, ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CLERGY OFFICIATE AT MARRIAGE 


(Saint Louis, Mo.) - Probably the first of its kind ever held, a marriage 
was jointly solemnized in a Roman Catholic church here by a Roman Catholic | 
priest and a clergyman of the Protestant Episcopal Church. | 

| 


Both the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Saint Louis, Joseph Cardinal Ritter, 
and the Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Missouri, the Rt. Rev. George L. | 
; Cadigan, had agreed on the form of the ceremony. 


The vows taken by the bride and bridegroom were read by the clergy of both | 
churches from the Protestant Episcopal prayer book. The exhortation and | 
the blessing were taken from the Roman Catholic liturgy. EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CATHOLIC INSTITUTE LAUNCHES 
YOUTH ECUMENICAL SERVICE PROJECTS 


(Passau, Germany) - Plans for an ecumenical brotherhood project in which 
young Roman Catholics will care for needy Protestants and Orthodox were 
announced by Father Ansgar Albrecht of the Ecumenical Institute at Nieder- 
Altaich, in Lower Bavaria. 


The first group plans to work at a settlement for the homeless operated by 
Protestant authorities near Cologne in West Germany and at an Orthodox 
youth centre near Athens, Greece. | 


The famous medieval Benedictine Abbey of Nieder-Altaich has long been known 
as a centre of the Una Sancta movement in Germany founded to promote theo- | 
logical discussions between Protestants and Catholics in the interest of 
Christian unity. 


IN BRIEF 


The Christian Century, the influential "ecumenical weekly" published in | 
Chicago, Ill., (USA) said that if Sen. Barry Goldwater wins the Republican | 
nomination for President "we will do what we can to contribute to his : 
defeat". An editorial said that "ordinarily The Christian Century refrains 
from endorsing or flatly opposing candidates", but that "we flatly state our 
Opposition to Sen. Goldwater" because "his election would in our opinion 
jeopardize the position of the United States in the world, would inflame the 
cold war and sap the confidence of our allies", 


* * * 


Professor Henri d'Espine, of Geneva, has announced he will retire from his 
position as professor at the Faculty of Protestant Theology of the University 
of Geneva. An ardent supporter of the ecumenical movement he has long been 
active in the work of the World Council of Churches. He has served as a 
member of its Central Committee since 1954, having been re-elected in 1961. 
He also is a member of its Faith and Order Commissionand of its Committee of 
the Ecumenical Loan Fund (ECLOF). He isa former member of the Board of 
its Ecumenical Institute and of its Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, 
and World Service. He also is a member of the advisory committee of the 
Conference of European Churches and he was president of the Council of the 
Swiss Protestant Churches Federation from 1954 to 1962. 
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Commonweal, the influential lay Roman Catholic weekly magazine, has charged 
that James Francis Cardinal McIntyre of Los Angeles has failed to speak oui 
on social issues and has applied "repressive" measures against clergy who 
did so. The Cardinal was recently involved in a controversy when a young 
priest of his diocese wrote a letter to the Pope criticizing the Cardinal's 
views on race relations. The priest was subsequently relieved of his 
administrative duties and is now on "vacation". 

PRE TRARY) 


Pope Paul VI has formally scheduled the opening of the third session of the 
second Vatican Council for September 14. 


eae ie, ar ie 


The Methodist Church (England) has expelled the Rev. Walter Gill on charges 
of heresy because of his "refusal in two successive years to give the doc- 
trinal assurances required annually of every Methodist minister and his 
déclared intention to continue his refusal". Mr. Gill said the matter 
arose from an article he wrote in whichhe said of Christ's birth: "The 
word is made flesh, as far as it can be in any baby, at the birth of every 
oer 


* % * 


The Protestant Telephone Counselling Centres in Germany will be extended to 
all communities with.more than 200,000 persons, the organization has announ- 
ced. The interdenominational group now sponsors 20 Brotestant and eight 
Roman Catholic centres. 


kite es ma 


The Venezuelan government has signed an agreement with the Roman Catholic 
Church allowing it to name its own bishops and archbishops.’ The agreement 
specifies, however, that the Venezuelan congress must approve top-level 
clergymen and that the government will continue to finance construction of 
church buildings. 


*¥ * * 


A revised statement of principles for: the reorganization of the Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ) has been approved by 115 ministers and lay 
members of the church's Gommission of Brotherhood Restructure. Among the 
principles included in the statement, is a Cone MINCE to "wholetarted 
participation in the ecumenical movement", 


ee ee * 


Two American missionary doctors are directing newly organized efforts to 
combat Korea's major health problems - tuberculosis and internal parasites.» 
Dr. Herbert Codington, and Dr.. Paul S. Crane, Presbyterian U.S. missionaries, 
‘have been named to head the long-range projects. ‘Both ean as are 
‘supported extensively by Kores Church World Service. : 


* % ei 
The Lutheran Church in-America will start a new mission in Trinidad. The 


population of* the island is predominantly Christian, .but there is a large , 
aa growing ues deni a of Bast Indians, Hindus or Moslems. 


The 17th biennial Ecclesiastical Congress of the Greek be nde eiciiain tiene 
North and South America is underway (June 28-July 5) in Denver, Colorado. 


The Congress is marking the centennial of the founding of the first Greek 
Orthodox Church in America established in Néw Crleans in 1864. 


EPS, Geneva 
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APPENDIX I 


(Following is a summary of the article "Roman Catholic Ecumenism and the 
World Council of Churches" by Dr. Lukas Vischer, research secretary of the 
WCC!s Department of Faith and Order, appearing in the July, 1964, issue of 
The Ecumenical Review. ) 


Dr. Vischer first analyzes the schema on ecumenism now under discussion at 
the Vatican Council, and then the statement of the WCC Executive Committee 
adopted in Odessa, USSR, February 1964, entitled "Christian Unity: The 
Present Stage", 


From this analysis Dr. Vischer proceeds to a discussion of what he considers 
to be the main differences between the two documents which he states "it is 
important to see clearly, for the ecumenical movement cannot be furthered 

by means of blurring or concealing differences... On the contrary, they must 
be worked out in such a way that they can be clearly recognized so that both 
sides can work towards their removal," 


He remarks that many theologians, both Roman Catholic and others, are 
inclined not to insist on differences and he asks specifically whether in 
raising questions about the ecclesiology of the Roman Catholic Church the. 
WCC does not do something more than what it does for any other church; 

"Is it not precisely part of the conviction of the World Council that each 
member church not only must not give up its ecclesiological convictions, 
but on the contrary must bear witness to them? Ts not, this conviction 
solemnly laid down in the document 'The Church, the Churches and the World 
Council of Churches!, known as the Toronto ee ements oie e iL By NO bre be MW Od 
Council contradicting itself when it now suddenly gives notice of reserva- 
tions which appear almost to acquire the character of conditions? Ought 
it not on the contrary to welcome the Roman Catholic Church, with all its 
distinctive features, as a partner in the conversation? Is not all this 
an expression of unecumenical self-assertion?" 


But, says Dr. Vischer; "Appeal to this formal principle is not sufficient, 
however, when it is a question of defining the relationship between the 
Roman Catholic Church and the World Council. We must not overlook the 
fact that :-the World Council is a fellowship of particular churches with 
particular ecclesiological convictions. They have come together. They 
have been able to decide, across all the differences that divide them, to 
live and act together. Their shared experiences since the foundation of 
the World Council have deepened the certainty that they belong together. 

If therefore a church which is not yet a member wishes to define its 
relationship to the World Council, it must ask first of all what its 
relationship is to the churches, with their particular ecclesiological 
convictions, which together form the World Council. The churches joined 
together in the World Council must conversely ask themselves to what 

extent the ecclesiology of a church which has not hitherto been one of 
their number would alter the existing fellowship. They will not of course 
deny to any church the right to advocate its ecclesiology. Nevertheless 
they must examine what it would mean if this ecclesiology were to be advo- 
cated and lived out within their fellowship. The step from the level of 
mutual respect to the level of living and acting together in a fellowship 
of divided churches is one of which the importance must not be under~ 
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estimated. The churches joined together in the World Council therefore _ 
have not only the right but indeed the duty to set forth their conviction 
about their common life, even if they appear to be calling in PNG heh the 
convictions of the Roman Catholic Church." 


Dr. Vischer next seeks to formulate the reason for, and the forms of, 
possible cooperation between the Roman Catholic Church and the World 
Council of Churches: 


"The Roman Catholic Church needs the World Council if it is not to leave | 
out of account in its ecumenical work the diverse and multi-lateral reality 


of Christendom. It needs the World Council if it is to share in the 
‘problems which concern, not individual churches as such, but the churches 
colléctively. | The World Council, on the other hand, needs contact with 


the Roman Catholic Church if it is not.to slip into holding a view of the 

- ecumenical: task which is truncated from the outset. It must take up the 
‘questions addressed to it by the Roman Catholic Church. Close contact is 
also necessary because its member churches also stand in a relationship to 
the Roman Catholic Church... It is important, therefore, to find a form of 
common life which will express both the tension and the solidarity. A 
point ought to be reached at which the Roman Catholic Church and the World 
Council can foUe i together their common responsibility."_ 


Dr. Vischer enumerates three possible forms of cooveration: 


1.’ "...it is essential that we should give common expression to the fact 
that, despite the differences which for the present exclude full cooperation, 
we bear responsibility for éach other in the ecumenical movement. ‘The Roman 
Catholic Church would have explicitly to acknowledge that it recognizes the. 
World Council as an instrument which possesses a significance even for the 
life and ecumenical action of the Roman Catholic Church. It would have to 
undertake to foster the internal cohesion of the World Gouncil..) rt odent 
not to regard itself as a complete outsider exempt from all obligation. 
Without such commitment even partial cooperation could hardly come about. 


2, “.,. The Roman Catholic Church and the World Council ought ... to resolve 
to discuss together the question of the true catholicity and universality of 
the Church. They ought te take each ees absolutely seriously, as posing 


questions addressed to each other precisely at the point where the greatest 
difficulty lies. They ought not to eva ae each other, but should try ‘to 
probe deeply at this point and lay bare fresh common foundations. 


3.. "The Roman Catholic Church and the World Council have many common tasks. 
They are faced by questions which, regardless of all the differences, pose 
themselves for both parties in the same way. They are affected in the same 
way by events. - They see themselves confronted by tasks which basically . 
they are able to fulfil.only together, or at least far better together, 

They ought therefore to make use of the opportunities: for common action. 

We cannot list here in which areas cooperation would at any rate be a 
possibility. .The question would have to be carefully examined in detail; 
At all events, the possibilities are numerous. and if willingness and 
patience are there, many an act of common witness could become .a reality, - 
In this realm it is of course necessary first to clarify. the principles and 
methods of be aeictedbae in so that all Fee ie ee ae ee and mistrust may be © 
excluded." . Rind . Er te EPS, Geneva 
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APPENDIX IT 


(Following is a summary of the article "Is the Vatican Council Really 
Ecumenical?" by Dr. Nikos Nissiotis, associate director of the Ecumenical 
Institute of the World Council of Churches, appearing in the July, 1964, 
issue of The Ecumenical Review.) 


Following an analysis of the theological and historical concept of Ecumenical 
Councils, in which he criticizes the use of that term for a pan-Roman synod, 
Dr. Nissiotis points to the danger of the discussion on the episcopal 
collegiality which took place at the Vatican Council. 


"The discussion on the collegiality of the bishops is a sign of the deviation 
of the First Vatican Council which is fully maintained by the Second. It is 
a discussion which has no place in ecclesiology; it can be regarded as an 
indirect denial of the fulness of the episcopacy of the catholic Church even 
to question the fact that the bishops belong to one episcopacy of the one. 
Church. The de jure divino foundation of episcopacy, which is posed as a. 
problem in all five questions addressed to the Fathers of the Second Session 
after the discussion on collegiality, shows a preoccupation with correcting’ 
a serious ecclesiological situation created by the First Vatican Council. — 
But the correction is equally dangerous for further developments, and | 
especially for an ecumenical debate about the priesthood as a whole, which 

is inevitable in a third Vatican Council." 7 


Dr. Nissiotis says the root of this wrong ecclesiological approach lies: in. 
the absence of a sound doctrine of the Holy Spirit: 


"An Orthodox is tempted to return to a quarrel of a theological nature which 
has immediate bearing on ecclesiology, that is the question of the doctrine 

of the Holy Spirit. The Roman neglect of the Holy Spirit is more evident 
than ever before; the schema De Ecclesia, though it begins with a trinitarian 
basis and by accepting the mystery of the Church, proceeds, in its systematic 
exposition, to overlook both things. The Holy Spirit, once mentioned, is 
entirely forgotten throughout the rest of the text... In this way its right 
christological basis becomes in the end christomonism which is quite inflex- 
ible in the discussion of the particular controversial issues of ecclesiology. 
Thus the concepts of the hierarchy and the People of God, as well as the 

royal priesthood, are thought out on a sociological and juridical rather than 
a charismatic basis. The lines of succession Christ - Peter - Pope, and 
Christ - the Eleven - bishops become the inflexible de jure divino structure 
of a hierarchical institution which is obliged afterwards to set definite 
limits to the one Church, taking as criterion, not the wholeness of the 
sacramental charismatic life of the Church, but the discipline and order 

sub Romano Pontifice." | 


Dr. Nissiotis finds, however, encouraging signs for ecumenical relationships, 
especially in the concerns expressed by many bishops during the Council 
debates... He notes for instance that: 


"Almost all the objections that the Orthodox have to the limited Roman view > 
in the schemata De Ecclesia and De Oecumenismo have been made clearly and 
sometimes with extraordinary force by cardinals and bishops, with one 
exception perhaps, which is for the moment at least impossible in practice, 
namely the objection to the conception of the primacy of the Pope. 
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"Of course, for an Orthodox this is sufficient to defeat again all the | 
efforts of those who are seeking a peaceful inner reformation within Roman ~~ 
ecclesiology; but it’ is précisely' here that the Orthodox East must show 
patience and spiritual solidarity with those inside the Roman Church who 

are eager to overcome this difficulty and contribute to the re- establishment 
of the broken communion between Rome and the other churches 20.2) 2” 


"The most important sign, of the positive attitude of this Couneil is the 

fact that the Roman Church and its bishops are engaged in a free. discussion, . 
open to a tremendous publicity and subject to criticism by those outside it. : 
Thus the practice of the Council belies the theory of primacy and structure," 
as it is formulated and maintained by the integrists and canon law especially 
after Trent and the First Vatican Council. A church which believes simply 
and absolutely in the ex cathedra infallibility of the Bishop of Rome, in the 
way that the Eastern Orthodox understand the Romans to do, would never: allow 
an open pan-Roman council. It would be easier and more reasonable for the: 
Bishop of Rome, after consultation with his: immediate advisers, to give a 
prompt solution to all the vital problems” the Roman Church faces." ; 


Dr. Nissiotis then raises this question: has the ecumenical dialogue with. 
Rome really begun? In answering he makes a distinction between two kinds _ 
of ecumenical dialogue: the first which "can be said to be a dialogue of 
all churches.which are really confessing together Christ as God and Saviour — 
and are inseparably engaged in evangelism, mission, inter-church diakonia | 
and service to the world in the name of, and to the glory of, the Triune 
God"; - and second one in which "one particular church looks os other 
churches, trying to appreciate them, learning from them in study, mission - 
and worship. Obviously, this ecumenism favours closer contacts between 
those churches which stand-nearer together. This type oF eRe ens might 
be called 'limited': or narrow and conditioned. 


nTt gives rise to another kind of ecumenical debate which engages theologians 
of two churches in a’ confessional debate, to try to find new interpretations: 
of their doctrines and overcome the difficulties which still ‘separate them. 
This is a healthy and necessary work only when it takes place within the 
fellowship of the churches and with*continual reference’ to the other members 
of the fellowship. Any attempt: ‘to reunite two or three churches must have 
an inclusive vision of the wholeness of the Church. But it would be wrong 
if ecumenism were limited to two or three churches of protestant tendency or 
of catholic tendency. In neither case would it be a true ecumenism; it ~ 
would bé, on -the contrary,. an attack on the ecumenical spirit of our time. 
Therefore, the question arises: in which of the two senses is the Roman 
Church now entering into an ecumenical dialogue?" 


Dr. Nissiotis then deals with the Roman Catholic conception. of ecumenism ae 
"return to Rome", and comments: s 


"ALL churches speak in one way or Hao thete of 'return! if Lilt gee sincere, | 
about the truth they represent, but the question is: ‘return where and how?!, . 
I personally think that if it is return to a geographic centre then this does. 
not mean a gathering:-of the churches in Christ by the Spirit, but return ton fin” 
a sacred social’ institution which, de.jure divino, replaces the eucharistic 
and charismatic centre in Christ benneenad by the local church and the 
tradition of the historical Church as a whole, the Ecclesia. - So finally — 
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Roman ecumenism seems to refute one of the fundamental bases of ecumenism, 
that is to say its christocentrism maintained only by the power of the Holy 
Spirit in action in all churches throughout the world without juridical 
preference for any one place. The doctrine of the Pope as universal bishop 
of the Church is not simply a particularity of faith. it can: be a severe 
hindrance in the ecumenical dialogue." 


He says further: 


"Rome tends to believe that some other churches of the catholic stream 
maintain the same position as she does. The recent attitude to the Ortho- 
dox Church shows that Rome is seeking to deal with the Orthodox as one 
global Church with a spokesman of the same type as the Pope, and failing to 
see that the Orthodox primacy of love and honour has very little to do with 
the primacy developed by Roman canon law after the tenth century. The 
Orthodox attitude concerning return is not an appeal to the other churches 
to return within the Orthodox historical structure, but an appeal to all 
churches to find their orthodoxy in themselves, returning continually to 
the one tradition of the apostolic Church from which they all spring and 
which does not allow them to remain separate," 


In this connection Dr. Nissiotis emphatically notes: "That is why one 

cannot speak ecumenically of the relationship between Orthodoxy and the 
World Council of Churches in the same way as of the relationship between 
Orthodoxy and the Roman Church. Orthodoxy is a full member and the largest 
of the founding communions of the Council which represents ‘integral! 
ecumenism. Orthodoxy is not in relation with the World Council of Churches; 
it is at its centre. But Orthodoxy is in relation with Rome as with one 
particular church in a limited ecumenism. Orthodox ecumenical principles 
are also at the basis of the present ecumenical movement represented by the 
World Council. I name three of them: the Council has no geographic centre; 
there is no confessional priority; and there is no priority of hierarchical 
structure.!! 


Finally Dr. Nissiotis states: 'We do not mean that the Second Vatican 
Council is not helping the Roman Church to take part in the ecumenical 
dialogue, but we cannot say that she is already fully engaged in it. The 
truth lies between the two extremes and saves us at this very critical 
moment either from falling into a rigid anti-Roman mood or from being 
romantic about Rome. There is indeed a sincere and welcome effort on the 
part of the Second Vatican Council to come into contact with the other 
churches and to share in their dialogue. But this ecumenism, we believe, 
has to become really ecumenical." EPS, Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL YOUTH AND STUDENT CONFERENCE 
HELD IN MIDDLE BAST 


(Broummana, Lebanon) ~ 'Behold, I make all things new", was the theme of the 
first Ecumenical Youth and Student Conference in the Middle Bast which met 
here from July 2-12. Part of the "Life and Mission:of the Church" study of 
the World Student Christian Federation, and co-sponsored by the Youth Depart- 
ment of the World Council of Churches, the conference was attended by 110 
young people representing the Orthodox and Eastern Churches (Armenian, Coptic, 
Greek and Syrian) and the various Evangelical Churches existing in the Middle 
Hast. The official languages of the conference were Arabic, English and 
Greek, 


"In living together", the conference delegates affirmed in a Message ad- 
dressed to the leaders of their churches and all their fellow-Christians, 
"we have come to see more clearly how the complexities of societies that are 
caught up in the widespread stirrings of change affect our understanding of 
Christian faith and our life in the Church. 


"For us the Church is both an abiding inheritor of our history and a dynamic 
community for the shaping of our future destiny. We have realized afresh", 
the Message continues, "that her tradition is no dead weight but a heritage 
which leads to constant renewal of her own,life and which impels and supports 
an ever new and creative presence in each generation.” 


The tension between the ancient message of Christianity and a world which 
puts a premium on the new, was described by Greek Orthodox layman and 
scholar, Dr. Nikos Nissiotis, associate director of the World Council of 
Churches! Eeumenical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland, in an opening speech, 
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"Slogans from catechisms", he said, "are of no value any more", and he 
called on the young people to face the question: "What does it mean to be 
a Christian in today's secular and technological world?" 


Maintaining that the national element in the Christian Church in no way 
contradicted the universal character of Christ's message and mission, 
Bishop Karekin Sarkissian, director of the Armenian Orthodox seminary at 
Antelias, Lebanon, said "this national character can be exploited for non- 
Christian ends and become a nationalistic tendency. We must reduce this 
risk to a minimum by maintaining a proper balance between the nationalistic 
elements and the universalistic elements within the Church." 


Bishop Sarkissian recalled the great influence of the Muslim invasion on 
the development of the national character of the Church of the Orient. 
Today the majority of these national oriental churches have the status of 
minorities holding fast to their faith and to their traditions but seeking 
also to contribute loyally, to the life of the countries in which they are 
found. 


Other speakers at the conference included Dr. Soritua Nababan, of the 
Evangelical Church in-Indonesia; Mr. René Habashi of UNESCO, and Sheikh 
Mohammed al Shel, professor of Islamic law at the Beirut Arab University.° 
The study guide oe group study was: prepared by a Roman Catholic priest, 
Father Jean Corbon.. EPS, Geneva 


NCC OFFICER TESTIFIES BEFORE 
REPUBLICAN PLATFORM COMMITTEE 


(New York) - The first vice- president of the National Council of Churches 

of Christ in the USA has pointed to close parallels between positions taken 
by both its General Board and General Assembly on national and inter- 
national issues, and those in the 1960 platform of the Republican party. 

In testimony in San Francisco on July 7, before the 1964 Republican National 
Convention Platform Committee, Dr. Arthur S. Flemming dealt briefly with the 
main issues. President of the University of Oregon, Dr. Flemming is former 
US Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare. 


"We recall with pleasure the action of the 1960 Republican National Conven- 
tion with its promise 'to pledge the full use of the power, resources and 
leadership of the Federal Government to eliminate discrimination based on 
race'", Dr. Flemming said, "and note with gratitude active Republican 
support in both houses of Congress for the Civil Rights Act of 1964". 
Expressing the hope that the 1964 platform will call for "vigorous enforce- 
ment" of the act, he declared that "only in this way can equality be 
realized for all Americans". 


After citing the Council's support of Supreme Court decisions regarding 
religion and the public schools, Dr. Flemming said: "We believe that ‘the 
United States! Constitution and its Bill of Rights serve the American 
people well in their present form." He noted also that the 1960 Republi- 
can platform had called present US immigration laws obsolete, and urged 
the present committee "again to record itself in favour of a substantial 
reform" of these laws... ie 
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Dr. Flemming cited support in the 1960 Republican platform for the Develop- 
ment Loan Fund, International Development Association, and Food-for-Peace 
programme, and urged a similar plank in the 1964 platform. He also voiced 
the Council's "approval" -of the 1960 Republican pledge "to renew the 1960 
pledge" to "support and strengthén the United Nations". as 


In accordance with NCC custom, similar testimony, presenting the consensus 
of a majority of the Protestant and Orthodox bodies in the USA, will be given 
before the National Democratic Party Platform Committee. EPS, Geneva 


‘AMERICAN LUTHERAN CONVENTION 
SANCTIONS CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 


(Pittsburgh) - After. a six-hour debate that stretched over three days, the 
Lutheran Church in America at its’ biennial convention held here adopted a 
statement on race relations that sanctions civil disobedience in pate 
T0781! nests 


Delegates to the convention also approved a resolution calling on LCA members 
to take the lead in their communities to encourage obedience to the new Civil 
Rights Act of 1964. 


The race relations statement section that provoked the convention's biggest 
controversy recognized "that laws have been, and may in the future be,. 
enacted, or social customs may exist, which are believed to be in basic con- 
flict with the constitutional law of the land or the moral law of God". 


In such circumstances the statement said Christians. may choose civil dis-. 
obedience "if and when the means of legal recourse have been exhausted or .- 
are demonstrably inadequate" and so long as they are: 


"Willing to accept the penalty for their actions. | 


i 
"Willing to limit and direct their protest as precisely as Geran f 
against a specific grievance or injustice. 


"Willing to carry out their protest in a non-violent, responsible manner, 1 AO 
after earnestly seeking the counsel of fellow Christians and the will of. God 
in. preyer." ; . EPS, Geneva 


LCA PASSES PLAN 
FOR THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 


(Pittsburgh) - A "master plan" for the theological seminaries Not the Done ena 
Church in America, including the principle of locating them in a university 
environment whenever possible, has been adopted. The plan, to be revised: in | 
1970, envisages the merging of several existing seminaries. *e } 


The Board of Theological Education was also authorized to approve arrangements ; 
for cooperation between seminaries of the LCA and those of other lutheran bodies. 


Dr. Conrad Bergendoff of New York, retiring executive secretary of the theo- 
logical education board, told the convention that the LCA "must make up its 

mind whether it can be satisfied with a string of weak theological schools i 
which are ever tempted to deteriorate into ecclesiastical business colleges, / 
or whether we are to enter the arenas of intellectual and cultural struggle f 
and try to influence American life at the spring of its thought and action". 
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Other actions of the LCA Convention, representing the largest of the three 
major Lutheran bodies in the USA, included a restriction barring Masons and 
members of other secret orders from being ordained as pastors; a condemnation 
of church-sponsored bazaars, card parties and money-raising dinners; and the 
reception of a report discouraging LCA congregations from starting parochial 
Schools, . EPS, Geneva 


TOWN TO AID CHURCH PROJECT 
THREATENED BY KLANSMEN 


(Elm City, N.C.) - Town officials here have agreed to cooperate in the paint- 
ing of a Negro church following an incident in which a group of white Northern 
teenagers were forced out of town by the local Ku Klux Klan. 


The painting had been planned as a volunteer work project of the United. 
Presbyterian Church in the USA. After the teenagers, from Mount. Lebanon . 
Presbyterian church near Pittsburgh, Pa., were driven out of town, the 
denomination's Commission, on Religion and Race said other, older, volunteers 
were being recruited. 


The work project was to be oaiheleted by six ministers from the denomination's 
all-Negro Catawba Synod in North Carolina, an interracial group from the 
North, recruited by the church!s race commission, and six college students 
from various parts of the state. 


The Rev. James H. Costen, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, said that 
at a conference with local authorities he received assurances that "the 
incident that occurred with the Klan recently was very much regretted and 
that they would do all they can to see that we complete the project". 

EPS, Geneva 


BIRMINGHAM PRESBYTERIANS PROTEST 
NCC CIVIL RIGHTS ACTION IN MISSISSIPPI 


(Birmingham, Ala.) - A group of Birmingham ministers and laymen ‘of the 
Presbyterian Church in the US (Southern) have protested National Council of 
Churches involvement in the Mississippi civil rights effort. 


A spokesman for the group (which does not represent the official attitude of 
the denomination) said it had wired Dr. R.H. Edwin Espy, NCC general secretary, 
requesting "immediate withdrawal of all minors and students" from the Mis-~ 
sissippi programme and objecting to "the use of and improper We rere 

of immature persons under such grave circumstances", 


A return telegram from Dr. Espy read: 


"The National Couricil has not recruited and hence cannot withdraw the parti- 

cipants in the Mississippi Summer Programme.’ We:have recruited responsible 

ministers and lawyers to counsel and assist all students participating. 

The NCC orientation programme was designed to apprize them of the real risks 

involved and to prepare them spiritually for this very demanding experience," 
EB’, Geneva — 
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GERMAN METHODISTS SUPPORT 
CAMPAIGN FOR. RACIAL EQUALITY 


(Pforzheim) - The Methodists in Germany propose to take part in a world-wide 
contribution scheme for the support of pastors and lay people who are in 
economic difficulties because of their attitude towards the racial conflict 
in the USA. This was decided by the synod of the southwestern Methodist 
conference at Pforzhein. 


The synod laid down that "the German Methodist Church feels itself called 
not only to pray but to give practical support where the racial problem is 
concerned, so that the Christian reputation may not suffer there (ie. in 
the United States). EPS, Geneva 


CANADIAN BISHOP NAMED 
ANGLICAN EXECUTIVE OFFICER 


(London) - Bishop Ralph S. Dean of Cariboo, British Columbia, Canada, was 
named here as executive officer of the worldwide Anglican communion to 
succeed Bishop Stephen Bayne, of the USA. 


The appointment is effective November 1 when Bishop Bayne returns from 
London to America to become director of the Overseas Department of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA. 


Bishop Dean, 51, will be the second to serve in the London-based post, one 
of the highest administrative positions within the 44~million-member Anglican 
world body. The office was established in 1958 by the Lambeth Conference, 


A native of London, Bishop Dean has been Bishop of Cariboo since 1957. 


The Bishop will plan the mutual sharing of resources among Anglican churches 
which was proposed by the World Anglican Congress at Toronto in August 1963 


in the document "Mutual Responsibility and Interdependence in the Body of 


Christ", The plan calls for a comprehensive study of needs and resources, 
an immediate commitment to increased support for Anglican missionary work, 
and a willingness on the part of all Anglican churches both to give and to 
receive aid. 


Bishop Dean will be assisted by nine regional directors in various parts of 


the world, including Bishop Bayne in the USA. Others include Bishop John W. 


Sadiq of Nagpur, India, and the Rev. James Pong, vicar of St. James! church, 
Wanchai, Hong Kong, coordinator for South-east Asia. EPS, Geneva 


BROTHERHOOD FOUNDED OF 
SERBIAN PRIESTS 


(Paris) - At a meeting here recently Serbian Orthodox priests. in Western 
Europe decided to form the Brotherhood of the Serbian Orthodox Priests in 
Western Hurope. In a pastoral message to the Orthodox Serbs in Western 
Europe they stressed that they had taken this step to affirm the unity of 
the Serbian Orthodox Church and, especially, the unity of the church outside 
‘the country with the mother church in Yugoslavia. 


The meeting was attended by ten priests working in France, Belgium, Germany, 
Austria, and the United Kingdom. . EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND TO REQUEST 
CHANGES IN PRAYER BOOK 


(London) - Alternative forms of service to those contained in the 1664 Book. 
of Common Prayer have been approved for experimental use for a seven-year 
period, by the Church Assembly meeting in Westminster. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury described the measure, adopted by an over- 
whe lming vote, as "of utmost importance and long overdue". 


Parliament, wit eh turned down the last request for Prayer Book revision in 
1928, will be asked to sanction these changes provisionally. Alternative 
services have been adopted by other Anglican churches which control their 
own liturgy. 


Another proposal of the Church Assembly to permit variations in vestments 
worn at Communion services was passed by the House of Lords later in the — 
week after a warm debate. EPS, Geneva 


PAUL REPORT DISCUSSED 


(London) - The Anglican Church Assembly received the Petra eee pepore on 
"Deployment and Payment of the Clergy" prepared by author and panes une 
Leslie Paul. 


The-main debate on the report, which advocates eave of ‘“parson's freehold" 
to allow clergy to be moved more easily, and use of team ministries where. 
appropriate, is being held over till spring 1965. . . EPS, Geneva: 


» AUSTRALIAN GOODWILL MISSION 
RETURNS FROM. INDONESIA 


(Sydney) - Forty-six Australians have returned home after taking part in the 
first goodwill work team visit to Indonesia organized by Australian churches. 
(EPS No. 23).- 


The team members, who paid their own fares and made the trip during their 
annual holidays, had spent three weeks learning about the churches and people 
of Indonesia and assisting on a number of service projects. - 


Members included medical, doctors and nurses, a hospital eile ary atta a a. 
pharmacist, a chemist, an optician, a veterinarian, social workers, a school- 
master, lawyers, handymen, a baker, and an artist. On the islands of Java 
and Bali they worked in hospitals, orphanages, visited schools, painted walls, 
discussed problems of pig-raising and agricultural development, lectured, 

and assisted in institutions and homes. sek 


The team was sponsored jointly by the Australian Council of ‘Cniones aid the 
Roman Catholic Pontifical Mission Aid Society, and arrangements in Indonesia 
were made by the National Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Djakarta. During the team's stay in Indonesia they lived with saattaage 
nesians in their homes. 


The Government of Indonesia showed pr Ce RE of the visit bi inviting q 
the team to a reception at the official residence of the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs where they were received, in the absence overseas of the President, 
by the Acting President, Dr. Leimena, who is°honorary chairman of the. 
National Council of Churches in Indonesia. 


It is likely that a team of Indonesian church representatives will accept the 
invitation of the Australian Council of Churches to come to Australia later 
this year, EPS, ‘Geneva 


F ad ; 
f sd yz ‘ > whe BD , 
” he ot Y vata mith We Sale Pies eh 


No. 27 ~ 16th July,. 1964 eet Ne 


BRITISH METHODIST CONFERENCE 
"DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT SOUTHERN RHODESIA" 


(Sheffield) ~ The British Nethodiss Conference has voted overwhelmingly in 
favour of a resolution expressing its deep concern over the political dead- 
lock in Southern Rhodesia and the breakdown in negotiations Bical ha the 
government and political leaders. 


The resolution, passed on the eve of the Commonwealth Prime Ministers! con- 
ference in London, urges the British government to take every initiative to 
bring together both European and African political leaders in order to pre- 
pare the way for majority rule. Copies of the resolution have been sent 
to the Prime Minister, the Secretary for Commonwealth Relations, and the 
chairman of the Southern Rhodesian Methodist District. 


Supporting the resolution, the Rev. Colin Morris, president of the Church of 
Central Africa (Rhodesia), said: "We must not stand by and watch while two 
racial groups hammer themselves into extinction." 


The Conference also adopted a report proposing the replacement of the 
traditional Methodist "circuit", which groups churches and ministers under 

a superintendent, by a form of team ministry. This proposal, similar to 
that contained in the Church of England's "Paul Report", could be of extreme 
importance for any possible union of the Anglican and Methodist churches. _ 


At a session on work overseas, full autonomy was granted to the Burma 
District Synod; the Northern Rhodesia Synod was authorized to form a new 
united church with the Church of Barotseland and the existing United Church 
of Central Africa in Rhodesia; and full recognition was promised to the 
proposed United Church of Nigeria which is expected to come into being next 
year following the union of Methodist, Presbyterian, and Anglican churches, 
EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST LEADER ATTACKS RULES 
OF CLOSE BRETHREN 


(Sheffield) - The Rev. Kenneth Greet, secretary of the Methodist Church's 
Christian. Citizenship Committee, stated that the sect known as the Close 
Brethren was causing great suffering in Methodist homes. Referring to | 
"pathetic letters from Methodists whose family life has been disrupted" by 
the sect, he cited one case where a Methodist lay preacher whose wife was a 


member of the Brethren was now debarred from eating with her under the recent 


application of even more stringent rules. Their two children would have to 


decide on their twelfth birthday with which parent they would eat their meals. 


Tt is reported from London that Mr. Leslie Pearson, a former member of.. the 
Close Brethren, is compiling a register of cases in which family relation~ 
ships have been disrupted and damaged by the severity of the Brethren's 
rules. | 


Public opinion in:Britain is gradually mounting against the sect anda 
motion has been proposed in the House of Commons calling for an investiga-- 
tion into the sect!'s activities. EPS, Geneva 
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CARDINAL BEA DEFINES 
ROMAN ECUMENISM 


(Stuttgart) - In a speech’ broadcast by the South.German Radio on July 8, 
Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity, 
explained that the Roman Catholic Church is striving "first of all for that- 
profound, inner, supernatural unity for which the basis is laid by the Holy . 
Ghost through baptism and which is developed and led toward perfection by 
Christ and His Spirit". According to the New Testament this unity "is and 
must be a tangible unity". 


The fundamental task: of a genuinely ecumenical work is the its eee Leth of 
each individual and of the whole. Church", The common prayer of Christians 
for unity is "a sign that a certain degree of unity in Christ has: already 
been achieved. 


"An indispensable prerequisite for any successful cooperation" is that 
"Christians learn to know and appreciate each other in truth and love. 
Discussion among experienced representatives of the different churches or 
communities" aiming at a. better understanding of each other's point of view 
is especially valuable. a) } 


"This ecumenical activity will, in the’ final analysis", concluded the 
Cardinal, "have to develop for Catholics, with all respect for personal . 
insight and initiative, under the leadership of the bishops chosen by the 
Holy Ghost to lead the church and shepherd its flocks". . EPS, Geneva 


BANTU CHURCH 
GETS. AUTONOMY 


(onnuheetene) - Full autonomy was granted to the Ries Reformed Mission 
Church of the Transvaal at the meeting of its synod in Pretoria a few weeks 
AZOe The church now forms part of the united Bantu church - the Nederduitse 
Gereformeerde Kerk in Afrika (Dutch Reformed Church in Africa) - and is no 
longer subject to any control by the mother church. 


At last year's meeting of the Transvaal regional synods of the mother’ church 
all constitutional restrictions on the mission. church were abolished. . When 
the mission church's sym*i met recently, the moderators of the two mother 
synods personally conveyed the decision to the mission church. 


They stressed that it was the mother church's policy to build hip independent 
indigenous churches bound only by the Word of God. At the same time. mother 
and daughter churches were essentially one, as both served the same Lord and 
Shared the same confession. The daughter church should make every effort to 
be self-supporting, but in the meantime the. mother church she ua worth to 
give financial and ° other assistance, they said. 


An important new development is the establishnint of the Bantu church's own 
mission station among the Shangaan people in the Northern Transvaal. It 
was decided to increase the contributions for that undertaking and to 
appoint an ordained Bantu minister for the field as..soon as possible. 
Increased support will also be given to missionary work in Swaziland,- and 
the possibility of an undertaking in Portuguese East Africa will be 
investigated. EPS, Geneva 


(i 
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YWCA SEMINAR DEBATES 
PROBLEMS OF WOMEN WORKERS 


(Geneva) - The need for a good general education and adequate vocational 
counselling and training for girls and women was repeatedly stressed at a 
World YWCA Seminar held here last week. 


The meeting, attended by 30 women from 21 countries, was called to discuss 
"Women and Girls in the World of Work", one of the main themes of the report 
by the director general of the ILO to Harte year's International Labour 
Conference. 


During the week the participants heard briefings at the ILO and attended 
several sessions of the International Labour Conference. 


Among questions discussed were the effects of automation on women!s work, 
the "social returns" of vocational training, the transition from school to 
work, and the need to encourage and train women to play a more active role 
in the trade unions. Counselling and refresher courses were advocated for 
women re-entering the labour market after their children were grown up. 


The role of the YWCA today was seen to be one of bridging the gap between 
legal instruments and the realities of working life. EPS, Geneva 


JAPANESE CHRISTIANS AID 
EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS 


(New York) - Relief work is being organized by Japan Church World Service 
for the 60,000 victims whose homes have been destroyed or damaged by the 
Niigata earthquake last month. Already 45 young people have left Tokyo for 
Niigata to take part in work camps, and the number of volunteers is already 
far beyond what is needed. 


The campers will distribute relief commodities mainly to the 20, 000 homeless 
who are sheltered in schools and church buildings, and will Hap them to 


.Clear their destroyed homes. A truckload. of camping and working equipment 


along with relief goods was sent by JCWS on June 20. The truckload con- 
tained paper diapers, shovels, electric rice cookers, electric stoves, 
bicycles, and a rubber boat. Also cot beds, sleeping bags, buckets, tents, 
blankets, and tinned goods. 


Japanese newspapers, police stations, etc, are collecting funds for the 
earthquake relief. The United Church of Christ is asking its local 
churches to give 2 million yen ($5,555). Christian schools will raise 
another 2 million yen. Church World Service, New York, has already sent 
$3,000 to Niigata. EPS, Geneva 


ISRABL MAY RESTRICT 


‘CONVERSION OF MINORS i 


(Jerusalem) on) A basa. pias it illegal to use direct persuasion on persons 
under 18 to convert them to another religion received wide support when it 


was given its first reading in the Knesset. The bill declares that no child 
» between the ages of 12 and 18 may be converted even if both parents desire it. 


The consent of both parents is necessary before a child under 12 can undergo 
conversion and the new religion must be that of at least one of its parents. 
EPS, Geneva 
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1964 ECUMENICAL 
YOUTH CARAVAN 


(New York) - The: eighth Ecumenical Youth Caravan of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA: will travel through Trinidad and Tobago, in cooperation 
with the Caribbean Committee of Joint Christian Action, from July 27 to 
September 5, 1964. 


‘Participants will inckude young people sent by the aeutie vdieo teal Church 
in the Nile Valley (Egypt); the Protestant Federation of France; the 
Council of Churches in Indonesia; the Church of Christ in Thailand; and 
the United Presbyterian Church. 


The director of the Caravan will be Sister Mary Howard, an English Methodist 
deaconess working in the Caribbean area. It is hoped that a member of the 
Guiana Presbyterian Church, British Guiana, will be the co-director. 


After an orientation period in Port of Spain, Trinidad, the delegates will 
travel to Tobago to help reconstruct a Methodist onan destroyed by 
Hurricane Flora in September, 1963. — - BPS; Geneva 


BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
APPOINTS NEW STAFF 


(London) - Two new members of staff have been appointed by the British: 
Council of Churches. 


The Rev. J. Thorley Roe, at present King George VI Training Officer of the 
Church of England Youth Council, will succeed Miss Nina Borelli.as secretary 
of the Youth Department on December 1. Miss Borelli is returning to the 
Service of the YWCA. cnt . 


The Rev. Paul Oestreicher, an Anglican priest born in Germany but educated 

in New Zealand, who has been on the staff of the religious broadcasting 
department of the BBC since 1961, has been appointed to a new post as 
“associate secretary of the International Department with particular responsi- 
bility for developing relationships between Christians in Eastern and Western 
Hurope. ' . EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICANS MARK CENTENARY 
OF AFRICAN'S CONSECRATION 


(Lagos, Nigeria) - Special ceremonies were held here to mark -the centenary 
of the consecration of the Anglican Church!s first African bishop, Samuel 
Crowther (1806-91), a former slave, who became episcopal leader of the 
Anglican Niger diocese in 1864. 


Attended by Christian leaders from throughout West Africa, including 11 
African bishops, the services took place in the Cathedral Church of Christ, 
Lagos, overlooking the lagoon where young Crowther at the age of 15, along 
with others, was herded aboard a be ship and sold into slavery in the 
West Indies, ; : 


In 1961 Bishop Crowther was honoured. by a series of postage stamps ean by 


-, Sierra Leone, shortly after its independence. He is revered as one of . 


Sierra Leone's most distinguished early leaders. eo Boy Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 


Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, professor-emeritus and former vice-president of Union 
Theological Seminary, and one of the leading Protestant theologians of today, 
was among 25 men and five women who received the 1964 Medal of Freedom, the 
highest civil honour that can be awarded by the President of the United 
States. Respected in scholarly circles for his exposition of neo-orthodox 
theological thought, he is also widely known for his willingness to .take © 
stands on current social, economic and political issues. Since his retire- 
ment from Union Seminary in 1960, after 32 years on the faculty, Dr. Niebuhr 
has continued to write and to lecture. Foot 


Zymic TS) Bate 


Most participants in a Leipzig conference of the "Lutheran Work for Unity" 
on the theme "Woman pastors ~ why not?" were of the opinion that women 
pastors are contrary to biblical teaching and would endanger the community 
of churches. "Lutheran Work for Unity", presided over by Professor Ernst 
Sommerlatz of Leipzig, is workirg toward the union of the three branches of 
German Lutheranism. (For a discussion of women ministers, see the WCC 
publication "Concerning the Ordination of Women", available from the 
Publications Office, WCC, 156 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20.) 


Te ey Ie 


400,000 people rendered homeless by a typhoon in the Philippines are being 
helped by churches in New Zealand and America, The Methodist Committee for 
Overseas Relief, New York, has sent $10,000 to aid typhoon victims. 


* Za 


Canon Charlés Raven, leading Anglican theologian and apologist, has died at 
his Cambridge, England, home at the age of 79. At the same time Regius - 
Professor of Divinity and Master of Christ's College, Cambridge, he was ~ 
Vice-Chancellor of the University from 1947--49. Deeply interested in 
natural sciences as well as theology, his best-known books deal with the 
relationships of science, religion and ethics, but he was perhaps even better 
known as an eloquent preacher and a persuasive speaker on behalf of many — 
unpopular causes, | : 


¥ KK 


Pope Paul VI has donated about 10,000 Swiss francs to help defray the ex-. 
pense of reconstructing the Orthodox Cathedral of Banjaluka, Yugoslavia, 
which was destroyed during the last war. Patriarch German of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church has written to the Pope to thank hin. ii ers 


Erase paar Luan ta Dek 


Dr. Martin Nieméller has announced he will resign as president of the Evan- 
gelical Church in Hesse-Nassau at the end of the year. Dr. Nieméller, who 
recently celebrated the 40th anniversary of his ordination, 16) 73% He was 
elected first president of the Evangelical Church in Hesse-Nassau in 1947. 
He is one of the six presidents of the World Council of Churches. 3 


x * * 

Dr. Wayne Dehoney, president of the Southern Baptist Convention (USA) has 
accepted appointment to the National Citizens' Committee for Community. ° --- 
Relations. The Committee is charged with implementation of. the. Civil" -¢ 
Rights Act of 1964 through fostering voluntary compliance with the new law. 


Oe hy ei aes 
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Dr. Hugh Martin, a well-loved ecumenical figure in Britain who died on 

July lst, is to be commemorated at an interdenominational service in London 
next week. A Baptist minister, Dr. Martin was Editor of the Student 
Christian Movement Press from 1929-1952, and was deeply involved in the 
British Council of Churches from its early days. During the Second World 
War he served as Director of the Religious Division of the Ministry of 
Information. In 1955 he received from the Queen the Companionship of 
Honour, a high distinction for a churchman. 


* * * 


Hight volunteers from different parts of Canada are participating in the 
Canadian Summer Service project of the Mennonite Central Committee. They 
will help in the Biblical school programme at Twillingate Island 40 miles 
from the Newfoundland coast. 


% ae * 


Although informed Anglican and Roman Catholic sources say that the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury will visit Pope Paul VI soon at the Vatican, reports 
from London and Rome confirm that no arrangements have yet been made for 
such a meeting. 


% * * 


Dr. Martti Simojoki, Bishop of Helsinki and a Vice President of the 
Lutheran World Federation, has recently been appointed Archbishop of 
Finland in succession to Archbishop Salomies who is resigning his office 
on account of age. 


* * % 


An Episcopal rector in St. Augustine, Fla. (USA) who has been attacked by 
his vestry.for seating an integrated group in his church has received 
backing from the Bishop of Florida. 


* * * 


The Vatican has reinstated two scholars at the papal institute in Rome: 
Father Max Zerwick SJ of Lindau, and the French Father Sanslas Lyonnet SJ. . 
Two years ago they were put under a teaching ban following an attack by 
the Lateran University on the new tendency of Biblical exegesis and ever 
since have had to confine themselves to the teaching of classics in the 
Papal .Bible Institute. . 


* % * 


Dre Richard von Weizsacker, 44, has been chosen as the new president of 
the German Evangelical Kirchentag. He succeeds Dr. Reinold von Thadden- 
Trieglaff who founded the Kirchentag.in Henover in 1949 and has been its 
president ever since. The new president, a layman, is director of a 
large German pharmaceutical firm. 


a ae 
Aberdeen University has conferred an honorary dostorate on Brother Max 
Thurian, sub-prior of the French Reformed Community of Taizé. 


* Tera Minas 


CORRECTION 


‘EPS regrets that due to an error, Father Jan ©. Groot, president of the 
Dutch Catholic Bible Society was described in the story entitled, "Bible 
Leaders Ask Common Text" in EPS No. 26, as president of the Netherlands 
Bible Society. EPS, Geneva 


; 
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SPECIAL REPORT: 


PRAGUE CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE 


Peaceful Co-existence a Dynamic Condition 


(Prague) - Delegates to the Christian Peace Conference here appealed: TO A: 
governments and parliaments to take all actions in their power to bring 
about peaceful co- existence, total disarmament with inspection, indepen— 
dence of all nations, and the elimination of hunger. . 


The message described peaceful co- existence as "aq dynamic condition which 
exists between states possessing different social organizations". It 

said it was "the only reasonable form of international relations and offers 
all the necessary. conditions..for a common path towards 8 peanetnd future 
for mankind". ; : ; ! 


The message framed at the conclusion of the six-day meeting attended by 
close to 1,000 delegates and observers from both East and West, said that. - 
the "first important step" towards peaceful co-existence would be "a pact © 
between all the nations of the world,. whereby they would bind themselves ... 
to resolve POPES PT a: and: other international. probleis ot REROane negotiae — 
tions". yee iy ; 


In Europe, the ha fet PRUE aR peace treaty with Western and Hastern 


Germany would be a pre-condition for peaceful cO- existences" 


Speaking: of. the need for disarmament the Conference said steps Deierte 
this goal which: are possible now include the ending of the arms race, 
further decrease. in military stockpiles, freezing of stocks of, nuclear 
weapons, ending.of underground nuclear testing, creation of atom-free 
zones, and renunciation of military strong points in eee ten territory. 


With regard to the independence of all people the message. called for "the . 
elimination of the remains of colonialism"! everywhere. It mentioned 
specifically Angola, Mozambique and Portuguese Guinea. It also warned 
against the dangers of “new forms: of political oppression, economic ex=:” 
ploitation, and cultural dependence in Africa, Asia, and Latin Americal’. 


To eliminate hunger it called for the "force, imagination, and efforts Of; : 
all peoples" noting that "economics in the expenditure of armaments could 
represent a ‘decisive contribution to Wht elimination of hunger''. ; 


Be st: corollary. iiedadee ‘to’ the churches and Christians" the’ conference 
urged then to. work for these goalse 


Highlights fron Conference S.peeches 


Speakers from various parts of the world. addressed the conference, which 
had atheme "My Covenant is Life and Peace". 


The Rev. Bmilio Castro, a Methodist pastor of Montevideo, Uruguay and a 
leader in the ecumenical movement in Latin America speaking on "Hunger and 
Economic Independence" declared that "hunger is worse than war". "We 
cannot call peaceful a situation that allows a child to die every 42 seconds 
of hunger in some areas of our continent. But evidently the situation of 
misery is allied inevitably with violence between men...The seriaus revolu- 
tion that our world still has to contemplate is the revolution of hungry 
people refusing to remain in a state of under development...Hunger provokes 
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internal fighting in the nations that soon becomes international conflicts, 
that can be the spark that submerges the entire world in an atomic holo- 
Caust...Hunger generates violence and the fear of violence generates more 
hunger. In all the Latin American countries the burdon of maintaining 
military forces is far out of proportion with the real needs for the coun- 
tries and their economic possibilities." | 


Dre Joseph L. Hromadka, Prague Peace Conference President, reminded the 
widely diverse audience of delegates and participants that "each of us 
views through the perspective of his country and his environment the main 
difficulties of natlcind today, the reasons for today's international 
unrest and the ways to peace and tranquillity...This is as it must be...But 
the important thing is...that we should each acknowledge frankly our depen- 
dence on the environment in which we live, admit our one-sidedness, but 

at the same time open our thoughts to the other bretheren with all our 
courage in order that we may listen to one another, correct one another... 
(despite differences) the awareness that we are called to a Covenant of 
life and peace, forces us to ascend from the plane of our social and 
political, cultural and confessional differences to the plane where Jesus 
of Nazereth again and again renews the Covenant with useee!"'s 


Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy, the representative of the Russian Orthodox Church 
to the World Council of Churches, Geneva, declared "We must not be confused 
by the complaints of the faint-hearted and the sceptics or the rebukes of 
the embittered opportunists who say our novenent, dedicated entirely to the 
defence and strengthening of peace among men, has departed from the pure 
spheres of Christian faith and is a tactical compromise with "non-Christian 
secular forces" pursuing their own purely political purposes which have 
nothing in common with the Church and Christianity...Our Christian Peace 
Conference...can be accused of departing from the purist faith for support- 
ing the idea of peaceful passions, but not from that of faith itself," 


Noting the diversity of Conference participants, Father Borovoy emphasized 
that the Prague Peace Conference has "no special philosophy of history or 
special brand of theology. 


"Orthodox, Protestants, Catholics, Anglicans, and representatives of the 
Free Churches, take part. in our movement with equal success and construc- 
tive effort. We cannot have a single philosophy because we belong to 
different churches, faiths, and denominations." 


He added that the conference has "unity of principle and of Christian faith 
and morals, and singleness of goodwill. It is on this platform that we 
can find a common tongue and enter into a dialogue andconstructive | 
cooperation with all men of goodwill regardless of their religious, social, 
philosophical or political views. The future of Christianity can only 
gain from it." 


The conference reelected Dr. Joseph L. Hromadka as president and the Rev. 
Jaroslav Ondra as general secretary+ EPS, Geneva 
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CONSULTATION STUDIES RELATIONS OF 

MEN AND WOMEN AT WORK 

(Geneva) - A consultation on changing patterns of relationships between men 


and women at work said here that men generally fail to understand the prob- 
tems of the working woman and are reluctant to face the fact that in most 
countries economic conditions demand a growing number of women in the. labour 
force, 


By and large, it asserted, man's view of the woman on the job is "less real- 
istic" and he has a much harder time than she does in adjusting to the fact 
that "women's place" is no longer exclusively in the home. 


The six-day consultation was sponsored by United Church Women, a unit of the 
National Council of Churches (USA), and the Department on Cooperation of Men 
and Women in Church, Family, and Society of the World Council of Churches. 
Thirty-six men and women ~ economists, government officials, pastors, social 
workers, leaders of international women's organizations, and others ~ from 
Europe, North America, Asia, Africa, and the South Pacific participated. 


It was purposely convened at the same time as the International Labour 
Organization Assembly which had the work of women as a key topic. Several 
Assembly participants took part in the consultation. 


The consultation said that even though man may regard the equality of men 
and women aS an accepted principle which no longer requires discussion, he 
fails to understand the practical problems of its implementation. 
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Women, on the other hand, "have personally experienced the difficulties which 
may arise ir practice and know the special tasks and duties which usually 
fall upon them due to their particular family responsibilities". 


The consultation commented that one of the difficulties often encountered by 
the working woman in her relations with men colleagues is the fact that they 
are more conscious of her as a woman than as a person and business associate. 
This attitude tends to emphasize the difference of status between men and 

women in professional life and’ puts an added burden upon the women, it said. 


It added this can be a particular problem in situations in which a woman 
holds a position of authority over men. 


The consultation noted that these conditions exist to some degree in all ° 
parts of the world in which men and women work together and not only in the 
highly industrialized societies of Western Europe and North America. 


Consultation discussions dealt with a wide range of questions including the 
-inter-dependence of family and work, the problems of the working mother, the 
possibilities of.part-time work, the re-entry and re-training of older women 
into the .work ean and the implications oni automation. 


It recommended that the churches take a more active role in helping men and 

women adjust to the new change, and that Christians work with public authori- 

ties, legal groups, and labour unions concerned with the issues. 
EPS, Geneva 


LARGH NUMBER OF CONVERSIONS 
REPORTED IN ETHIOPIA ~ 


(Addis Ababa) - An extraordinary number of conversions in Ethiopia, especi-. 
ally in outlying areas, is reported by the Norwegian Lutheran Mission. 


Mission staff in the country report that more than 5,000 converts have been 
recorded in the past three or four months, as compared with an earlier rate 
of 800 per month. 


A travelling Bthiopian worker who | on a previous visit to a mission station 
reported 39 converts, claimed 201 the next time. On his latest trip he 
Said: "Now there are so many that I have to count them by villages - there 
are 33 villages ready to receive the Gospel." 


A record total of 1,500 complete Bibles. was sold last year. - 


In the first four months of 1964, more than 400 illiterate adults were taught 
to read and write under the literacy programme of the Ethiopian Mekane Yesus 
Evangelical (Lutheran) Church. 


This brought to 57,502 the number of persons who ere become literate since 
the launching of the programme, which now has nearly 900 paid teachers in 
530 schools. The programme is now beginning its third year. 


The literacy programme is supported by the German Protestants’ overseas aid 

agency "Bread for the World" and the Swedish Lutherans! "Lutherhjalpen" as 

a Community Development Service project of the Lutheran World Federation. 
EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES SHEEN SHARING BLAME 
FOR "CHAOTIC" SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR 


(Geneva). - A consultation here declared that contemporary sexual behaviour 
in North America and Western-Europe.is in a "chaotic" state and that a good 
share of the blame for the situation rests on the doorsteps of the Christian 
churches» 


It charged that the situation has developed in part because the churches 
have been unclear in their thinking about sexual ethies, hesitant to speak, 
and vague when they have done so. 


The consultation was sponsored by the Department on the Cooperation of Men 
and Women in Church, Family, and Society of the World Council of Churches. 
The 26 participants were educators, youth chaplains, medical doctors, 
pastors, and others from North America and Western Europe. 


The consultation declared that "the traditional ecclesiastical attitudes 
towards sexuality have been unfortunately negative and the churches have been 
either reluctant or unable to speak to this area of human existence with 
relevance or with clarity". 


It warned that misunderstanding of the nature of matrimony isresponsible 
for much of the confusion and urged church groups to undertake study of wha 
it is, when it begins, and its private and public character. 


It also called for study of the preparation of youth for marriage which it 
termed "most pressing" and of pre-marital sex, extra-marital sex relations, 
and of problems confronting the single person. j 


A consultation communiqué declared: 


"Christian faith must affirm the sexual dimension of life as part of the 
order of Gods creation, even in this fallen world; sexuality is a divine 
gift, a constituent of human existence. : 


"As God is the Lord of all of life, so He is Lord of sexual life as well, 
and it is not only dangerous but impossible to attempt to separate sex from 
the totality of personality and experiencewwe No one can act sexually with- 
out effecting his entire self, and one's total being enters in his sexual 
acts." 


All of the discussions dealt with the situation in North America and 
Western Europe and were based on nine "case histories" of persons or 
couples illustrating concrete problems of sexual ethics. EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH CHURCH: BODIES 

PLAN STUDENT CAMPAIGN 

(Liverpool) - Roman Catholics, Anglicans, and several Protestant churches 
will cooperate in November in an intensive campaign to stimulate interest 
in the Christian faith among the 5,000 students at the University of 
Liverpool. , ; 


The campaigners will include the Archbishop of Canterbury and five Roman 
Catholic priests. They will mingle with the students at coffee meetings, 
discussion groups, and lunches» 


Father Thomas McGoldrick, Roman Catholic chaplain at Liverpool University 
said: "The idea is to show that Christianity has an important message for 
the whole world and that the message cannot be ignored." EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH GROUPS DENOUNCE REPUBLICAN 
PARTY STAND ON IMMIGRATION 


(New York) - Top United States church, welfare, labour, and other organiza- 
tions have denounced the immigration plank in the 1964 Republican Party 
platform as being "innocuous to the point of being meaningless". 


Representatives of the various groups, all members of the American Immigras- 
tion and Citizen Conference (AICC), sent a statement to top Republican lead-~ 
ers calling on them "promptly to issue a forthright statement in support of 
an American immigration policy that would do away with the discriminatory 
national origins quota system and correct other inequities in our present 
law that have such a serious effect on our relationships abroad", 


Groups signing the statement.included:; Church World Service, overseas aid 
agency of the National Council of Churches; Lutheran Immigration Services; 
National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church; United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA; American Friends Service Committee; and the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference. EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICANS. POSTPONE ACTION 
ON PAUL REPORT 


(London) - Action on the controversial Paul Report, which recommends drastic 
changes in the deployment and payment of Anglican clergy, was postponed 
until next spring by the Church of England Assembly meeting here. (EPS 

No. 27) 


The report, issued last January, calls for the abolition of the "parson's 
freehold" (the provision by which certain incumbents have life tenure of 
their charges) and would give bishops power to transfer clergy according to 


population concentrations and needs, of special. areas. It was prepared at 
the direction of the church!s Central Advisory Council for the Ministry by - 


the sociologist and author Leslie Allan Paul. EPS, -Geneva:» 


PROTESTANT LEADER URGES # 
REVISION OF CATHOLIC MARRIAGE LAWS 


(Paris) - Pastor Charles Westphal, president of the French Protestant Fed- 
eration, said here there could be no real discussion of Christian unity 
with the Roman Catholic Church until it altered the articles of Canon Law 
relative to mixed marriages. 


In an interview published in Le Figaro, Pastor Westphal said that the Pro- 
testant churches looked to the Vatican Council to recognize the validity of 
a marriage contracted by a Roman Catholic in a Protestant church. 


He expressed general support for a recent resolution by the Swiss Valais: 
Synod of the Swiss Reformed Church drawing attention to the concessions 
demanded by Protestants in mixed marriages, but said he did not subscribe to 
the view that "everything should be done to prevent mixed marriages. 


"I think that an absolute prohibition would be inhuman in a country where 
Catholics and Protestants live side by side", he said, ; EPS, Geneva ~ 
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POPE URGES !DIALOGUE! 
TO SPANISH CATHOLICS 


(Leon, Spain) - Pope Paul VI, in a broadcast to the sixth National 
Eucharistic Congress here called on Spain to use the "mechanism of the 
dialogue" for an "interchange of ideas" in search of unity and truth. 


Speaking in Spanish, the Pope noted that the congress's theme was, "That 
They All May Be One", and emphasized that unity was the desire of Christ 
"which His disciples must bring about by their constant efforts". 


Christ, "by His death", the Pope said, "broke down every dividing wall 
so that hence forward there would be neither Jew nor Greek". 


The "true Christian" seeks this "mystery of unification" not only in 
religion but in human society. 'He is ready to see in society as a 
sign of the times the movement towards certain expressions of unity act- 
ing like a leaven in the minds and upon the knowledge and action of people 
with a desire to do better and achieve a higher conquest." 

EPS, Geneva 


PRIEST SEES DUAL WEDDING RITE 
AS MORE THAN ISOLATED INCIDENT 


oie Louis) = The recent wedding here in which a Roman Catholic priest 

and a Protestant Episcopal clergyman co-officiated should not be viewed 
as an isolated incident, according to a Roman Catholic expert on canon 

law. (EPS No. 27). 


Msgr. Joseph W. Baker said that "while it would be wrong to consider this 
to be the general pattern, there is no reason to think that such permission 
would not be granted in the future, given the same set of circumstances". 


He said the "circumstances" in the case involved the non-Catholic bride's 
sincerity and her allegiance to her religious beliefs. 


Msgr. Baker is canon law adviser to Joseph Cardinal Ritter, Archbishop 
of St. Louis at the sessions of the Second Vatican Council. Cardinal 
Ritter has given his specific approval to the dual rite. EPS, Geneva 


LUTHERAN SEES HISTORY 
OF ROMAN MASS IN NEW BRA 


(Berlin) -~ The Second Vatican Council marks the dividing line between two 
epochs in the history of Roman Catholic public worship and the Mass, the 
director of the Lutheran World Federation's Department of Theology declared 
in a lecture here. 


Dr. Vilmos Vajta, one of the observers of the LWF at the Council sessions, 
said that "just as the Council of Trent (1545-63) occasioned a new liturgical 
epoch within the Roman rite, so the Second Vatican Cduncil will doubtless 
have a comparable effect. 


"Every heir of the Reformation....must rejoice" that the aspects of the 
liturgy now being underscored by the Roman Catholic Church "are precisely 


the elements which are fundamental for evangelical liturgical lafe",|)he 
seid. EPS, Geneva 
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MINISTRY TO AMERICAN INDIAN 
SEEN AT "CRITICAL JUNCTURE" 


(Eastes Park, Colorado) - The Church has reached a "critical juncture" in 
its ministry to the American Indian - a juncture in which churchmen must 
become "the third race" to reconcile the estranged Indian and non-Indian. 


"Neither an Indian Christian who has virtually become a white man, nor a 
non-Indian missionary who has 'gone native! will do. Required for the 
task is a new.race, 'the third race!, made up of Indians who are at once 
truly Christian and truly Indian, and others who are equally truly 
Christian and truly whatever they ethnically or racially are." 


This assertion was made by Dr. Taisuke Kitagawa to 350 missionaries in 
Indian work, meeting here for the six-day trienniel National Fellowship - 
of Indian workers. Dr. Kitagawa is executive secretary of the Episcopal 
National Council's Division of Domestic Mission. EPS, Geneva 


STUDY OF "SPEAKING IN TONGUES" 
WILL GET U.S. GOVERNMENT AID 


(Brooklyn, Ni Yi.) - Glossolalia, or "speaking in tongues", a repidly spread- 
ing phenomenon among some Protestant groups in the United States, will be the 
subject of a special psychological and linguistic study by the Lutheran 
Medical Centre here. 


The Centre has received a grant from the U.S. Department of Health, Educa- 
tion and Welfare for the study. The specific size of the grant was not 
announced, though it was said to be "under $5,000". 


The Centre said the study will be carried out by a professional team made 
up of a psychiatrist, a clinical psychologist, and a linguist, each of 
whom is also an ordained minister. EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN RADIO ASKS ALL RELIGIONS 
TO UNITE IN DRIVE ON ATHEISM 


(Vatican Gity) - Vatican Radio in an official commentary on the new 
Secretariat for Non-Christians made a strong appeal to the world's religions 
to unite against the growth of atheism. 


"The great battle of the contemporary world", it said, “is above all a 
spiritual and religious one. It is between atheism and materialism on the 
one side and the faith in God on the other." A 


In the same way that atheism "tends to form a single organization to destroy 
faith in God", the broadcast said, so should "those who believe in God and 
love Him seek the forming of a single front". EPS, Geneva 


FINNISH PRIMATE PLEDGES HIS. 

CHURCH TO ECUMENISM 

(Helsinki) - In his first press interview following his appointment as- _. 
Archbishop of Finland's national Lutheran Churoh, Bishop Martti Simijoki 
pledged the continuing participation of his. church in ecumenical affairs. 


He said a special source of happiness for him was his many friendships ‘ 


with leeders of other churches - "not only in the Scandinavian Lutheran 
churches but also elsewhere, including those outside the Lutheran church 
family". EPS, Geneva 
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LUTHERANS APPROVE 
PRIVATE CONFESSION 


(Pittsburgh) - Private confession and absolution before Holy Communion won 
qualified approval from the Lutheran Church in America (LCA) at its second 
biennial convention here. 


Adopting a statement on uniform communion practices, delegates agreed that 
"opportunity for private confession and absolution should be afforded in 
every parish", but deleted a further recommendation that "our people should 
be increasingly encouraged to avail themselves of it". 


The Lutheran Reformers of the 16th century, it was noted, abolished compul- 
sory private confession and absolution, but "retained it and commended it 
highly as a voluntary discipline". 


The LCA book of worship, "The Occasional Service", has a formal provision 
for private confession and absolution which states that 'persons who are 
burdened in conscience on account of sin may seek the personal ministration 
of the pastor before the Holy Communion, or at any other time", , 
EPS, Geneva _ 


NEW UNITED THEOLOGICAL 
COLLEGE IN INDIA 


(Rajahmundry, India) - The Andhra Christian Theological College was formally 
inaugurated at a ceremony here attended by top ranking church leaders. 


The new college is a union of the Andhra Union Theological College, Dornakal; 
the Baptist Theological College, Kakinada; and the Lutheran Theological 
College, Rajahmundry. 


Its establishment which had been under negotiation for seven years is viewed 
as a significant step towards more effective training of the clergy for the 
churches in the state of Andhra. The present student body numbers 64, with 
a seven-member faculty. Its principal is the Rev. W.D. Coleman, a mission- 
ary of the Lutheran Church in America. 


Churches supporting the new united institution are the faye Baptist, 
Methodist, the Church of South India, and the Church of India, Pakistan, 
Burma, and Ceylon. The Theological Education Fund of the World Council of 
Churches has nade an allocation of $50,000 to the college. EPS, Geneva 


ETHIOPIAN YMCA RECEIVES 
FIRST HAILE SELASSIE AWARD 


(Addis Ababa) - The Young Men's Christian Association of. one is the 
first recipient of the National Award for Humanitarian Activities presented 
by the new Haile Selassie Prize Trust. 


The award was made in recognition of the YMCA's "significant role over a 
period of 17. years in instilling high ideals of enlightened citizenship". 
EPS, Geneva 
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INFORMAL METHODS GAIN IN 
LANGUAGE TEACHING 


(Geneva) ~ A marked increase in the use of informal methods such as conver- 
sation classes, language camps, ¢ultural. activities, and drama in the téach- 
ing of languages was reported at a World YWCA consultation on the: contribu- 
tion of voluntary organizations in the teaching of languages. “4 


However, it was noted formal classes are still required in some cases, 
especially for vocational training and further education. | 


Twenty-two YWCA leaders who are language teaching specialists paniie in. ker 
countries took part. The YWCA has language study programmes in 50 countries. 
; . yds - EPS, Geneva 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PLANS CLOSER 
- MISSION, NATIONAL CHURCH .COOPERATION 


(Nashville, Tenn.) - The Presbyterian Church in the US rananaenyh has ap- 
proved a plan’for closer cooperation of its missionaries with ‘indigenous 
churches in Korea, Japan, and Portugal. 


." 


The decision, made by its Board of World Missions, is designed to avoid a 
double programme =- church and mission - and to adopt a coordinated "one: 
programme" approach, 


It,is in line with a recommendation of a 1962 consultation: of national and 
missionary leaders which, said that the: primary decision-naking responsi-.. 
bility for outreach belongs to the national church and not to the mission 
‘in‘each country. ~ =” / ' EPS, Geneva 


GREEK CHURCH SYNOD RULES 
AGAINST COUNCIL OBSERVERS 


(Athens) -'The Holy Synod of the Orthodox pete in Greece announced here 
that it will not accept an invitation to appoint delepzere-Obeeryere to the 
Second Vatican Council's third session. — 


The Synod said that its action was in Con BOTs Ye, with a Sate ap 8 made in 
1963 by the’ hierarchy - of the church, | i aeee ; 


The .Orthodox Church in Greece has been very hesitant. in considering relations 
with the Roman Catholic Church. It refused to attend the Second Pan-Ortho- 
dox Conference at Rhodes last year when it was revealed the agenda would 
include discussion of Orthodox representation at the Council and a proposed. 
Orthodox=Catholic dialogue. However, later the Greek Church, following the 
Rhodes Conference!s decision to accept such a pe eee on "equal terms", 
agreed to participate. 


In June. the church agrecd to needa the ; ‘Third Pan-Orthodox Conference at. 
Rhodes. The meeting was called by the ‘Ecumenical Patriarch to permit all ; 
Orthodox churches to confer on plans for™ the dialogue with the Roman 
Catholic Church. (EPS No. 25) "* EPS, Geneva 
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TWO AMERICAN MISSIONARIES 
DEPORTED BY SOUTHERN RHODESIA 


(Salisbury) - Two American missionaries have been ordered by the Southern 
Rhodesian government to leave the country within 14 days because they are 
"undesirable immigrants", hs 


The men are Bishop Ralph B. Dodge of The Methodist Church, and Mr, Robert E. 
Hughes, a lay missionary of the'same church. he 


The government gave no official reasons for the deportation order, but 
African radio broadcasts reporting the action said the two had made “out- 
spoken speeches and statements against racisn' as practised in the country. 


Bishop Dodge was reported to have received the deportation order, dated 
July 9,:a day after being interviewed in a radio programme during which he 
said that the church in Africa was "guilty of practising racialism, segre- 
gation and apartheid". He said it would be impossible for races to meet 
on the basis of equality in Africa as long as one race was dominant. 


Bishop Dodge also has published a book, "The Unpopular Missionary", .in 
which he attacks colonialism and missions in Africa. 


Mr. Hughes in a press interview said he did not know the reason for the 
order but assumed "that the government has resorted to this extreme measure 
because of the firm stand which the Methodist conference, of which I am a’ 
member, has taken against repressive practices of the government". 


Bishop Dodge, who resides in Salisbury, is in charge of Methodist work in 
Rhodesia, South Africa, and the Portuguese territories of Angola and 
Mozambique. He has repeatedly been denied permission by the Portuguese 
government to visit Angola and Mozambique to inspect operations of Metho- 
dist churches and other institutions, and to attend meetings. He has 
served as a missionary in Africa for many years, and in Southern Rhodesia 
Since 1958. * EPS, Geneva 


UNITY WILL BE THEME OF MAJOR 

ROMAN CATHOLIC LAITY MEETING 

(Rome) -, Forty experts from 15 countries, including several "Fathers" of 
the Second Vatican Council, met here for three days to draft plans for 


-the Third World Congress for the Lay Apostolate. It will be held in. Rome 


soon after the close of the Vatican Council and will have as a main .task 
the implementation of Council decisions concerning the laity. ; 


Congress theme will be "That they may be one .«.. in order that the world 
may believe", and special emphasis will be placed on the study of "what 
helps and what hinders unity: among men, among Christians, among 
Catholics". } scapes 


Two observers from the World Council of Churches attended the sessions 
heres: They were Father Paul Verghese, director of the Division of Ecu- 
menical Action, and Mr. Ralph C. Young, executive secretary of the Depart- 
ment on the Laity. . EPS, Geneva 
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BARTH SAYS SOUTH AFRICA CRITICS 
MUST FACE OWN GUILT 


(Basel) ~- Karl Barth said here that countries which "rightly and justifiably" 
condemn the South African government's apartheid policy should not close 
their eyes to their own guilt in race relations. 


In'an interview appearing in the journal of the Swiss Reformed Church, he 
urged greater understanding of South Africa's problems. 


"The co-existence of 3,000,000 Caucasians and 15 million Negroes is one 
thing and’ the aveiemreuarg st from afar of a quite perverted racial policy is 
another. 


"Are the Christians in the United States called upon to pillory South 
African racism? How would the Swiss react if they had to live with a 
large number of non-whites? What is the Swiss attitude to. the 2008 O90: 
foreign workers in this country? 


"Something that is true and justified - an unqualified no to South African 
racism - is emasculated if it goes untested and is advocated from afar, 
Unanimous rejection in principle is simply not enough." - EPS, Geneva 


SUDAN REPORTED READY TO 
RE-ADMIT MISSIONARIES 


(Rome) - Sudan and the Vatican have ponntien an agreement arte the niet of: 
Lebanon for the return of some Roman Catholic priests to the Sudan, Dr. 
Fouad Ammoun, the Lebanese Foreign Minister, said heres — 


He. reported that Sudan was willing to: re- -admit about 100 priests and ae 
allow. Protestant missionaries to return. He:-did not specify the number of 
Protestants who would be involved. . 


More than 300 Roman Catholic and Protestant missionaries were expelled from 
the country earlier this year on the ground that they had interfered with 
the internal politics of the country. The expelled missionaries strongly 
denied the allegations. 


A Vatican source said that. Dr. Ammoun's statement was basically correct, 
but that the Vatican dia not plan to issue an official announcement. 


Dr. Ammoun recently discussed the subject with Sudanese leaders in Khartoum. 
He made the announcement shortly after an interview with Vatican authorities. 
He said his Beg was made with "the full:.accord" of President Abboud of the 
Sudan. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Within 20 days the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) passed its 
goal of 2,000,000 yen ($5,520) to aid victims of last month's earthquake in 
Niigata. Total contributions thus far are. 2,420,498 yen. The earthquake 
left 6,000 homeless. (EPS No. 27) 


* * * 
The Faculty of Theology of the University of Heidelberg has bestowed an 


honorary doctor's degree upon Dr. Hans Heinrich Wolf, director of the 
Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches. 


ria, Ode 8 
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The Spanish Evangelical Church (Iglesia Evangelica Espanola) has elected 
new officers. Named at its recent General Assembly were: the Rev. Benito 
Corvillon, Madrid, who succeeds Dr. Manuel Guttierrez Marin as president; 
the Rev. Ignacio Mendoza, Barcelona, vice-president; and the Rev. Humberto. 
Capo, Mallorca, and the Rev. Francisco Manzanas, Allicante, joint secretar- 
ies. Re-elected treasurer was Mr. Francisco Garcia Navarro, Madrid. 


ae KD AG 
Japanese children in Sunday Schools, Christian day schools, and kinder- 
gartens contributed: approximately 2,088,000 yen ($5,762.88) in a recent 


"Christian Education Week" campaign towards support of a leprosy clinic in 
Taiwan. 


% * * 


A record 476 persons attended the fourth annual summer assembly in Interlaken, 
Switzerland, June 13-17, of the Association of Baptists in Continental Europe, 


an organization of 30 English-language churches. The figure was at least 
100 more than at: the 1964 assembly. 


The addition of a second psychiatrist and an occupational therapist, and an 
increase in the number of persons receiving intensive psychotherapy and in. 
the total number of patients! visits and treatments during 1963,.is reported 
by the Nur Manzil Psychiatric Centre in Lucknow, India. The Centre, sup- 
ported by The Methodist Church (USA), was started in 1950 and is its only 
missionary institution outside America working in the field of mental health. 


2 GK * * 
Seventy persons are enrolled in the three-weeks annual summer school study 
programme on Islam being held at-St. George's Close, Jerusalen, Jordan, 


under sponsorship of the Near Hast Christian Council. Study theme is 
"Readiness with the Gospel of Peace". 


KH OK 
Japanese government officials joined church leaders for a recent meeting in 


Karuizawa on "Marriage and Family Life" sponsored by the National Christian 4 
Council of. Japan. : 


| 
| 
! 
; 


¥* * * 
| 
Under an agreement between the Holy See and Tunisia, 102 of Tunisia'ts 109 H 
Roman Catholic churches will be closed. The churches, which inelude the ie 
cathedral in Carthage built in 1896, will become museums, historical monu- i 


ments, public libraries, or schools. i 


* * * 
Swedish Baptist youth meeting in Sjévik decided to start a programme of fs 
short-term missionary service in developing countries. Six of the group i 


volunteered for work in the Congo. 


as *% * 
The Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar has named Bishop Philipose Mar | 
Chrisosthom as a delegate-observer to the Vatican Council's third session, Nl 


x * % | 
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Vigorous church growth is reported on the indonesian islands of Bali and 
Celebes. In a recent three-week period 150 people were added to some of 
the 32 congregations on Bali. 


Mea Tiga 


The forthcoming pan-Orthodox conference will be held in Rhodes, it has been 
decided by the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 


Oe hae ans 


Four "Days of Encounter for Protestants, Orthodox, and Roman Catholics" will 
be held in August at the Ecumenical Institute of the Benedictine abbey in ) 
Niederaltaich, Germany. The theme will be "A new relationship of the- 
churches ne ber the (Second Vatican) Council?". 


* * * 


The Swedish Parliament has ordered that the construction of churches, 
department stores, and gasoline stations. be prohibited until the end of 1965. 
The lack of labourers was given as justification for the step, which is 

meant to stimulate the construction of housing and industrial buildings. 


Tey v ene cal tte. 


The 19th International Old Catholic Congress will be held in Vienna, Austria, 
September 22-27, a The last Congress took place in Haarlem, Netherlands, 
in 1961. os | 


ah fs * 


A French military tribunal has sentenced a conscientious objector, belonging 
to the Jehovah's Witnesses, to two years in prison. He had refused to take 
advantage of the law. by which a. conscript who "refuses to obey" may escape 
imprisonment by doing a double: period of eee eee service. 


ye Sok 


The Greek Orthodox monastery of Mt. senate in Egypt, Mey appealed to all 
those choosing the monastic life to come to the monastery. It said it 
faces extinction because of the lack of monks. The monastery was con- 
structed. in the 6th century by Emperor Justinian. It possesses some . 
priceless manuscripts and icons. > EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD COUNCIL VOTES $341,496 
FOR AFRICAN EMERGENCIES 


(Tutzing, West Germany) - Sums totalling $331,496 to aid current emergencies 
in Africa were authorized by the World Council of Churches! Divisional Com- 
mittee on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service meeting here. 


The money will be spent on such projects as settling and rehabilitating 
Rwanda refugees in Uganda and Congo, Mozambican refugees in Tanganyika, and 
Sudanese refugees in many countries, "Operation Doctor" in the Congo, and 
refugees from Angola. : j 


More than $60,000 was earmarked for legal aid for political prisoners in 
South Africa and to help their dependents. 


The World Council earlier appealed to its member churches and agencies for 
an initial amount of $1,000,000 to set up an Ecumenical Programme for Emer- 
‘.gencies in Africa (EPEA). 


The programme is intended to focus attention on the plight of Africans in 
acute need as the result of emergency situations, whatever their cause, and 
on the urgent development problems confronting new African nations. 


In September Sir Hugh Foot, the distinguished British administrator and 
United Nations representative, and Professor (Dr.) ZK. Matthews, the WCC's 
Africa Secretary, will travel through the continent and discuss with states- 
men and church leaders what would be the best contribution the churches 
could make towards overcoming current difficulties. 
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The recommendations of Sir Hugh and Professor Matthews will be followed up 
by a three-man team which will work out with the churches the details of 
Suggested projects and activities. This team will comprise M. Jean Fischer, 
the WCC's Associate Secretary for Africa; Mr. Frank Hutchison, of Church 
World Service, New York; and a third person to be appointed by the All 
Africa Conference of Churches which has been associated with BPEA from the 
beginning. 


So far the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service has 
received $76,194 in cash and $311,772 worth of pledges towards the initial 
$1,000,000 requested for EPHA. This means that to make the payments now 
authorized and to carry on the programme in the immediate future, all 
pledges will have to be called in and strenuous efforts made to raise 
quickly the balance of the $1,000,000 for the basic fund. 


The largest contributions to date have come from Church World a the 
overseas aid agency of the National Council of Churches (USA), which has 
sent $19,000 in cash, granted $45,000 for "Operation Doctor" in the Congo, 
and pledged a further $86,000 for this year as well as $150,000 for 1965. 


Other contributions have come from churches in Great Britain, the Nether- 
lands, Australia, New Zealand, and in the United States from the United 
Church of Christ. ny ae 


Other sums include $28 oon a aaeae apace in Reet USSR; $75 from 
Sweden, and $57 from Cameroun. EPS, Geneva 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA CLERGY 
PROTEST DEPORTATION ORDER 


(Salisbury, So. Rhodesia) + Fifty-eight ministers here have protested to the 
Southern Rhodesia government ‘in the strongest possible terms" against the 
deportation of the American Methodists Bishop Ralph Dodge. and the Rev. Robert 
Hughes. : (EBPS.No. 28) 


In a letter to the Prime Minister the clergy, all members of the Salisbury 
Ministers! Fraternal, called upon the government immediately to rescind the 
order. or to make iad the reasons: for it to the sinclair eN ae p. ROS Sirus and 
to grant them the right of appeal. 


It said both men were "honoured highly for their work on behalf of ‘the whole 
community" and that "their public actions and speaking reflect: our convic-~ 
tions and the authentic witness of the Church". 


The ministers ‘declared they regarded the deportation act "as directed not 
only against two individuals of a particular denomination, but against each 
one of us. We believe, furthermore, that the act will create a wide gulf 
between the government and the church ai this country and between the 
‘government and world Christian opinion." 


Bishop Dodge and Mr. Hughes, in,an order dated July ee were. given two Epil 
to leave the country because they were "undesirable immigrants". Both have 
opposed the government's policy on race. EPS, Geneva 
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DICARWS TO RE-EXAMINE ITS 
REFUGEE AND FINANCIAL STRATEGIES 


(Tutzing, West Germany) - A new look at the policies, strategies, and pro- 
cedures of its refugee operations and its traditional pattern of finance will 
be taken by the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service of 
the World Council of Churches, 


This was decided at the Divisional Committee meeting here when a sub-com- 
mittee was appointed by the chairman, Dr. Hugene Carson Blake, to work with 
the staff in reviewing these matters and to make recommendations, Authority 
was given to the sub-committee to add consultants to its membership if 

judged desirable. 


Calling for the review, the director of the Division, Dr. Leslie kh. Cooke, 
said it was time to review the programme in the light of current trends, 


"The Refugee Service continues to render a necessary and significant service 
with which the churches are familiar", Dr. Cooke said. "But the whole 
question of refugees, and the needs of migrants and uprooted peoples, are 
taking on a new dimension. Vast new refugee problems are arising." 


He noted that these included the fact that another 100,000 Pakistanis - more 
than 20,000 of them Christian, representing one-third of the membership of 
the Christian churches in Pakistan = have crossed into India after the recent 
communal riots; the developing refugee situations in Africa; and the prob- 
lems of migrant workers in Europe, including nearly 1,000,000 in Germany and 
more than 700,000 in Switzerland. 


On the question of the Division's financial structure, as expressed in its 
Service Programme, Dr. Cooke said that more resources were flowing through 
the Division than ever before. More than $1,500,000 a year was now being 
asked for the Service Programme. Support for projects was increasing, so 
was the response to appeals for emergencies, and all round there was more 
interest and support from the churches. 


He pointed out that at present the Service Programme is a mixture of three 
things: 1. the covering of basic administrative costs; 2. support for 
various services of inter-—church aid agencies in various parts of the world; 
and 3. a programme of work which it had been agreed should be done coopera- 
tively and organized centrally. 


A substantial part of the Division's work, particularly that of the area 
secretaries, was the preparation of the Project List and this was all covered. 
by the money raised for the Service Programme, ts 


"Tt is clear, however," he added, "that there are some enterprises which call 
for a commitment.on the part of the churches and their agencies over a 
limited period, which fall into none of these categories. Attempts to 
devise.a budgetary form to accommodate these have not so far been successful. 
It is clear that a way must be found for presenting the total financial 
operation of the Division. The sub-committee could help the staff to 
wrestle with this problem," EPS, Geneva 
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DR. SMITH TO Woe Post 
IN USA; SUCCEEDS DR. BARNES 


(Tutzing, West Germany) - The Rev. Dr, Bugere L. Smith, New York, general 
secretary of ‘the overseas mission programme of The Methocist Church, has 
been named executive secretary of the World Council of Churches in the 
United States, rans x 


The missionary leader will succeed the Rev. Dz. Roswell », Barnes, who i 
retiring because of i31 health, He will also serve as executive secrete 
of the US Conference for the World Council of Chu-ches. The conference 
made up oi the Council's 30 member. churches in the USA, 


The announcement of the appointment came from the WCC Executive Committee 
here. Dr, Smith, who resices in Bast Orange, N.dJ., will assume his nev 
duties October i, 


Dre Seth , 52, has served as Ne vg Be pa satel ae of tne Division of World 


Missions of the Board of Missions of The Methodiss oe ch since 1949. As 

a chief administrative officer for the large Us missto 1 board, ke has headed 
& missionary force of 1300 pergons in’ 47 countries or Turope, Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America. Po 


Long active in the ecumenical movement, Dr. Smith attended the organizing 
Assembly of the World Council of punwenee in Amsterdam in 1948, the Evanston 
Assembly in "954, and “che New Delhi Assembly in 1961. He.is a forme» vice-— 
president of the Netionel Council of Churches and is a vice-chairman of the 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism of the Worlc Coun3il of Churches. 


Dr. Smith serves on the Commission of the Ghurches on International Affairs 
and the Theological Education Fund of the World Council. He was an active 
participant in the former International Missionary Council, integrated with 
the WEC in 1961... ih hi | - EPS, Geneva 


INDIA'S INDUSTRIAL LELT CLERGY 
CHART ECUMENICAL ACTION 


(Calcutta) - Protestant, Anglican, end Roman Catholic clergy and others . 
working in "the Ruhr of India" met here to discuss common objectives and tho 
possibilities ‘of : soperating in their ministry to India's industrial workers, 


The meeting was sponsored jointly by the (Ronen. Catholic) Xavier Institute 
of Social Service, Ranchi, and the Ecumenical Social and Indu: °zial Insti- 
tute (ESII), Calcutta, which represents all the Protestant and /nglicaa 
churches working in the area, 


Speakers in the week- long session from both Protestant and Roman Catholic 
groups dealt with ae ee including trade unions, labour legislation and 
government machinery, future of urban parishes, and "Christian social 
doctrine according 4 sae Papal encyclicals and the thinking of the Worla 
Council of Churches", 


One speaker, the Rev, Kenyon E. Wright, LApeneee OES the RSI, stressed that 
there are fields of social action and lay training where immediate common 
action by all the churches is now possible and urged that they "begin to do 
together now all except those things which we conscientiously must do 
apart". EPS, Geneva 
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WCC CONSULTATION EXAMINES 
"LAW IN REVOLUTIONARY AGE" 


(Geneva) - Thirty-five lawyers from Asia, Africa, and Europe examined the 
implications of the practice of "the law in a revolutionary age" at a five- 
day consultation here sponsored by the Ecumenical Institute of the World 
Council. of Churches. 


The consultation, the fourth in a series started in 1950, gave major con 
sideration to the study of the foundation of the law from the Christian 
point of view. Topics dealt with in study groups included: problems of 
the development of legal systems in Africa, Asia, and Hurope; the rule of 
law; the theological basis of law; andthe role of the lawyer. 


Speakers included Professor J.N.D. Anderson, director of the Institute of 
Advanced Legal Studies of the University of London; Mr. HV. Mathew, advo- 
cate of the Supreme Court of India, and one of the initiators of the con- 
sultation; M. BE. de Ribaucourt, advocate of the Court Orr Paves ane 
Professor H.H. Schrey, rector of the Pddagogische Hochschule, Heidelberg, 
Germany, and the author of several books on the theological basis of the 
law. 


(A report of the consultation will be published later by the Eoumenical 
Institute.) . EPS, Geneva. 


KLAN THREATS AND FIRE FAIL; 
NEGRO CHURCH I5 PAINTED 


(Elm. City, N.C.) - An interracial group of volunteers completed painting 
the First Presbyterian church here despite claims by the Ku Klux Klan that 
they would never "lay a brush" on the structure. (BPS No. 27) | 


The project was finished under the protection of police officers who stood 
py for four, days following an attempt to burn down the church. 


The small Negro church was the scene of racial tension for several weeks 
following the arrival of a group of white teenagers from Mount Lebanon 
(Pa.) Presbyterian church. The youngsters had intended to join local 
Negroes.in doing the painting but left town after being threatened by the 
Klan. 


'-@lder volunteers then were recruited through the race commission of the 


United Presbyterian Church in the USA and its Catawba Synod. 


While one attempt to burn down the church failed, and resulted in the 
arrest of two young men, an outbuilding near the structure was set on fire 
later. North Carolina's governor issued a stern warning to the Klan and 
promised protection for the volunteer workers. 


Patrolmen continued to guard the area as the volunteers and church members 
were’ led by the Rev. James A. Costen, pastor of the congregation, in a 
- thanksgiving service for the completion of the project. EPS, Geneva 
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MANY CHURCH LEADERS, JOURNALS 
CRITICIZE GOLDWATER CANDIDACY 


(Geneva).+ A number of church leaders and newspapers in the USA and Western 
Europe have spoken out against the nomination of Senator Barry Goldwater as 
Republican candidate for the US presidency. 


One of the sharpest comments came from the influential British Weekly Pe 
front page editorial censuring the action of Governor Scranton in waking Phe 
nomination unanimous. 


Titled "The Christian Duty of Disloyalty" it. declared: 


Ntf Scranton really believed what he. had already said about the fundamental 
wrongness and danger of Goldwater's policies how could he, even for the sake 
of party unity, agree to help the heart in his bid to become president of 


“the United States? — 


"If the dark cloud pay has arisen over the Cow Palace in San. Francisco | 
should move east none, of- us .could hope to escape its shadows. In the bad 
times: that would follow there would be an even greater need for men to know 
the order of their loyalties - men who are not afraid to stand up and Re 
counted, even when they stand alone." 


The- Methodist Recorder, London, denounced the Senator's nomination as a 
"prilliantly organized and skillfully executed appeal to prejudice, fear, 
and unreason ... (which are) the seeds of fascism". It said "Goldwater's 
policies on Vietnam and nuclear weapons are enough to restore the full 
frigidity of the Cold War or the inferno of hot war", 


(In the same issue the Recorder. carried an interview wich Bupha Fred Pierce 
Corson, of Philadelphia, president of the World Methodist Council, defending 
the Senator as "more realistic" than the late President John F. eennedyey 


Bishop Corson said the Senator's interpretation of "extremism" meant "giving 
everything you have to the cause you believe in". | He said Goldwater 
appealed to America because ie is ORES aes Ue attitudes that would weaken 
faith and morals.) } | 


The French Protestant journal Réforme devoted two articles to the Goldwater 
candidacy which it said "represents a temptation which Americans have never 
entirely given in to nor completely overcome ~ namely a political obtuseness 
which is one of the most atrocious mixtures of conscientiousness, frustra- 


tion, love of power, and crass: ignorance which it is possible to conceives..." 


German church leader Dr. Martin Nieméller, who knows the United States well 
from some 20 visits there.since 1945, said the Goldwater nomination "means 
the end of a peaceé- -like> specail ese as carried within it the promise of 
genuine peace", . 


In the United States Dr. John C. Bennett, president of New York's Union 
Theological: Seminary; said: the Senator's views run counter to nearly all of 
the modern sé¢ial: teachings of Protestant and.Roman Catholic churches, and 
that his.nomination.posed a moral question involving the Christian: churches. 


He said that supporters of Goldwater "have no understanding of the worldwide 
social revolution ... they do not understand the danger of nuclear war, 

They want to throw American power around recklessly and do not understand 
the inherent limitations of American power in dealing with other peoples. 
They seek to prevent social change..." 


Wo. 29 «130th July, 1964 ! q 


Dr. Robert W. Spike, executive director of the National Council of Churches! 
Commission on Religion and Race, said the Senator's position on civil rights 
is "insulting to the Negro citizen" and that unless he modifies his views a 
sharp rise can be expected in racial strife. 


The Christian Century announced earlier its intention to oppose his candidacy 
because "his election would ... inflame the Cold War and sap the confidence 
of our allies". EPS, Geneva 


$40,000 IN CHURCH AID 
FOR PAKISTANI REFUGEES 


(Geneva) - World Council of Churches! member churches have contributed 
$40,000 to help refugees from Hast Pakistan in India. The figure is just 
past the half-way mark of the $60,000 WCC appeal issued in April. 


WCC sources report 100,000 refugees, of whom at least 20,000 are Christian, 
representing one-third of the East Pakistan Christian community, have 
Swarmed across the border in recent months. Some sources, however, place 
the figure as high as 300,000. 


The National Christian Council of India, working with regional and local 
eroups, has aid programmes in seven refugee camps in Assam, Madhya Pradesh, 
and Uttar Pradesh, 


Funds contributed thus far came from churches in four other Asian countries - 
Australia, Japan, Malaysia, and New Zealand, and from Canada, Great Britain, 
Germany, and the United States. BFS, Geneva 


SPANISH PROTESTANTS WISH 
PEACE WITH OTHER CHURCHES 


(Madrid) - Spanish Protestants feel no animosity towards other churches, 
despite their minority status, and in fact are "disposed to cooperate" with 
the Roman Catholic Church, according to Bishop Santos M. Molina, of the 
Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church. 


He said Protestants! goal is to "preach the Gospel and live in peace" with 

other churches. He credited the late Pope John XXIII as being the creator 

of “the new climate of tolerance" being enjoyed by Protestants in Spain. 
EPS, Geneva 


PARIS SEEN "GRAVEYARD" 
OF FRENCH PROTESTANTISM 


(Paris) - The assistant secretary general of the French Reformed Church said 
here that "Paris threatens to become the graveyard of French Protestantism", 


Pastor Paul Gerber warned that the 70,000 Parisian Protestant Christians 
tend to disappear in the anonymity of the city and that their numbers are 
not increasing. 


He spoke to 14 German Protestant pastors here for a ten-day study tour of 
French Protestantism. ' EPS, Geneva 
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ROMAN DENOMINATION MAY BECOME 


BIGGEST CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA IN 1970s 


(Sydney) - The Roman Catholic Church will supplant the Church of England as 
Australia's largest religious denomination in the early 1970s if present 
trends continue, The Australian Church Record, an Anglican publication . 


reports. 


With its present rate of growth the Roman Catholic Church will account for 
50% of the Australian population within the next fifty years, it said. 


These facts have emerged from an analysis by the Record of census figures 
issued between the years 1921 and. 1961. 


During this period the average growth rate of the Church of England rose 
to a peak of 1.85% (between the 1947 and-1954 censuses). Then, from 1954 


to 1961, it fell to an average annual rate of Lel%e 


During the-same period the average annual growth rate of the Roman Catholic 
Church-reached a peak of 4.47% (between 1947 and 1954) and levelled off at 
3.87% between 1954 and 1961 - almost four times that of the Church of 
ingland. age . ; a4 


This trend'is more marked is some parts of Australia than in others. 
Speaking of the decline at his synod recently, Bishop Ian Shevill, 


.of North Queensland, said that whereas in 1954 there were 74,000 Anglicans 


and 71,000 Roman Catholics in North Queensland today there are 78,000 
Anglicans and 83,000 Rom-n Catholics. es . ti: avi 


The decline in the percentages of adherents of other Protestant churches is n 
as marked as that of the Church of England. The Presbyterian, third largest 
denomination in 1933, fell from 10.76% in that year to 9.3% in 1961. I+ is 
now fourth largest denomination. 


The Methodist Church, fourth in 1933 with 10.32% of the population, has now 
taken third place with 10,24% in’ T961. The Baptist Church was fifth in 1933 
with 1.6% of the population and still retains fifth place with 1.42% in 1961. 


EPS, Geneva 


TV STATIONS ‘IN SOUTHERN USA FACE NEW 
CHARGES BY UNITED CHURCH GROUP 


(Washington, D.C.) - New charges have been filed by a United Church of 
Christ agency with the Federal Communications Commission against two Jackson, 
Miss., television stations accused of violating broadcast licensing provi- 
Sions by failing to serve the Negro portion of their audiences. (EPS No, 17) 


Documents charging slanting of the news ~- particularly on civil rights issues, 


blocking out of network programmes of interest to the Negro community and 
intimidation attempts and refusal to sell time to Negro candidates for office 
- have been forwarded to the Commission. 


Included in the new material is an affidavit from Hodding Carter III, 
liberal white newspaper publisher from Greenyille, Miss., characterizing the 
stations as "propaganda agencies for the forces of total reaction in Missis- 
Bippi. EPS, Geneva 
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U.S..-BRITISH METHODIST 
UNION IS SUGGESTED 


(Sheffield, England) - Bishop Fred P. Corson of Philadelphia, Pa., president 
of the World Methodist Council, suggested here that the Methodist Churches 
in Great Britain and the US should consider the possibility of union. 


Addressing the annual General Conference of the British Methodist Church, 
Bishop Corson told the delegates; "This is the age of ecumenicity when all 
branches of the Christian Church ‘should think how they can go on together." 


Another speaker, Dr. Franz Hildebrandt of Drew University (Methodist) in 
Madison, N.J., also spoke on church unity and proposed that all Methodists 
should become one world Methodist Church. 


However a warning against a "monolithic structure" in the Methodist Church 
was sounded by Professor Gordon Rupp of Manchester University. He said 
that in church unity there are "ties that bind and ties that choke". 


British Methodist leaders were expected to consider Dr. Corson!s proposal 
and make a report at the denomination's 1965 General Conference. 


The British Methodist Church currently is conducting negotiations looking 
towards possible union with the Church of England. . EPS, Geneva 


TWO MISSOURI SYNOD CLERGY 
TO ATTEND VATICAN COUNCIL 


(St. Louis; Missouri) - Two clergymen of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
will attend the third session of the Second’ Vatican Council in Rome this 

fall. They are Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, speaker on the International Lutheran 
Hour, and the Rev. Norman Temme, director of public relations for the synod. 


Neither will serve as an official representative. Dr. Hoffmann will attend 
as a guest of the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. In this 
capacity he will be granted the same privileges as those accorded delegate 
observers. Pastor Temme will attend as an accredited press representative. 
EPS, Geneva 


LATIN AMERICAN CHURCHES 
SEEK AUTONOMY FOR UNION 


(Montevideo, Uruguay) - The Methodist churches in Argentina and Uruguay have. 
indicated a desire to become autonomous as a prelude to possible organic 
union with the Waldensian Church and the Disciples of Christ in their 
countries. Negotiations are already underway between the three churches in 
both countries. 


The churches! point of view was presented by their delegations to the quad-—. 
rennial meeting of the Latin American Central Conference of The Methodist 
Church here. 


The discussion of the question of autonomy ~ whether Methodists in a particu- 
lar country should become independent or continue to be organizationally 
related to The Methodist Church *in the United States, through the General 


Conference plan -.was a major topic of dicsussion. Delegates from the | 
other six conferences at the meeting indicated their erence for main- 
taining the present relationships. : EPS, Geneva 
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SERVICE TO WORLD SEEN 
AIDING CHURCH RENEWAL 


(Tutzing,; West Germany) - Where service is given in the-way taught. by Christ, 
“God can strengthen the servants in their vocation and lead those who are 
being served into the congregation or back into it, Dr. Theodor Schober, 
president of Innere Mission and Hilfswerk of the Kvangilical Church in 
Germany, told the Divisional Committee of the WCC's Division. of Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee, and ‘World Service here, 


"Worldwide service for. suffering churches will strengthen these churches! 
missionary drive", Dr. Schober said, "Ecumenical service will, moreover, 
greatly affect the life of congregations in the contributing churches and 
will also set free new energies of love for the neighbour next-door. ES 


"The less this experience is made to be the prior or secondary motive of | 
ecumenical diakonia and the more 'seeking His Kingdom and His righteousness! 
becomes the motivation of church actions, the more clearly ‘all these things 
will be ours as well, through the grace of God." AP: hae RLM alle a gin cay 


Dr. Schober said that diakonia must never be misused as a means to an end 
for mission, nor as.an act against God's comprehensive will for the sal- 
vation of all men. rm : 


"It is disinterested help as an attitude of faith vis-a-vis need. Love 
tries to extend a hand to man in need for the sake of man, not in order to . 
serve some other purpose." ay | sft 7, 


Dr. Schober said that within five years Germany's Bread for the, World 2.53 
campaign has raised about $20,000,000 which helped to establish or support... | 


about 500 projects. The share of the churches of Hast Germany in this 


total was about $3,000,000, | EPS, Geneva ~ 


LATIN AMERICAN LUTHERANS 

ASK STEPPED-UP. UNITY TALKS 

(Sao Leopoldo, Brazil) - Steps to foster greater understanding of the new 
ecumenical situation in Latin America and an intensification of unity dis-= 


cussions among all Lutherans on the continent were advocated here by a 
conference of 100 Latin American Lutheran pastors. 


The participants also asked the Committee on Latin America of the Lutheran... 
World Federation which sponsored the meeting to consider how the churches 
can help their congregations develop a social service ministry. 

ates 3 Ware! 7 | EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH JOURNALS ENDORSE 
DR. KING FOR NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 


(Oslo) - Two leading publications here are urging that the 1964 Nobel Peace 
Prize go to Dr. Martin Luther King Jre, noted American integration leader, ~ 


Thé ‘magazine Vaar Kirke (Our Church) said "it would be difficult in today's. 


situation to find a more deserving candidate". | 
And Arbeuderbladed, organ of the country's-labour government, said that giv- 


ing the award.to the rights leader would be"ahandshake to-all liberal‘ forces. 
of the American democracy", 3 . EPS, .Geneva 


No. 29 ~ 30th July, 1964 ti 


YOUTH REPORTED ACTIVE 
IN EAST GERMAN CHURCHES 


(Berlin) - Youth in East Germany are taking increasing interest in the work 
of the churches despite government pressure against Christians, according 
to reports reaching here. 


Dr. Kurt Scharf, president of the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKID), reported in a speech that the presence of Christian youth is "mani- 
fest" in work in local congregations, in university groups, youth assemblies, 
and in public discussions on the conflict between, atheism and the Gospel. 


At the same time there is a "latent" force of youth which "works in secret 
and proves itself in individual situations of conflict". 


This "latent" force is seen, for instance, in the fact that Christian youth 
respond to government appeals to help harvest the crops, despite the fact 
that the response from the general public isusually small. 


This same kind of witness sometimes “assumes the proportions of genuine 
evangelism". 


Bishop Gottfried Noth of Saxony, Hast Germany, also reported that in a 
recent visit to 50 conzregations in Dresden, East Germany, he found 
"oratifying" evidence of activity by young people on church boards and 
other church groups. He also said church services generally were "surp- 
risingly well attended". EPS, Geneva 


RESPECT OTHERS! RELIGIOUS CONVICTIONS 
IN DIALOGUE, DUTCH PRELATE URGES 


(Washington, D.C.) - Respect for the sacredness of conscience and for the 
religious convictions of others "will be the only foundations for really 
ecumenical conversation", Bernard Cardinal Alfrink declared here at the 
25th Interfederal Assembly of Pax Romana, the international organization of 
national Roman Catholic university student federations. 


"Here lies the painful tragedy of all ecumenical strivings', Cardinal 

Alfrink continued. "Often unity will not be found because both sides are 
bound by their fidelity to the Word of God. Nobody can, even for the sake it 
of unity, do violence to his conscience and to truth itself. Whoever in. ii 
conscience feels obliged to understand the word of God in a certain way ~ | 
cannot and may not declare he understands it otherwise." ! 


The cardinal declared that every ecumenical dialogue must begin with the a 
supposition that neither partner has any intention other than "to seek for ; 
the truth in fidelity to the Word of Goa. If from the very beginning this 
point of view is not taken, such ecumenical consideration seems to be a 
chimera." EPS, Geneva | 
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RELIGIOUS LEADERS ASK ALL-OUT 
EFFORTS TO END RACE RIOTS 


(New Yorks i group of New York Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish 
leaders called on New York's mayor to urge "all-out mobilization" to end 
the city's race riots, 


The group, called together by Dr. John C. Bennett, president of New York's 
Union Theological Seminary, recommended immediate establishment. of a 
civilian review board of responsible citizens to investigate alleged. 
police ibrusadiciy > WITT ety 


It also called for a clear public explanation of: the functions of the 
proposed Community Affiirs Committee to be established by and within the 
city Police Department. 


Concerning creation of a civilian review board - urged by several groups 
and which the mayor said the City Council, is considering ~ it said: that 

"if the Police Department has nothing to hide it should welcome the board's 
establishment as a means of reassuring all citizens", . 


A-day earlier representatives of the city's Committee of Religious Leaders, 
after an emergency session also wired the mayor their unanimous agreement 

to recommend appointment of a civilian review board to "investigate charges 
of police brutality". 


On the same day an interracial group of Protestant ministers in the Harlem 
area meeting at the Harlem office of the Protestant Council of the City of 
New York issued a statement expressing concern that the police had used 
"unnecessary gunfire" during the rioting and protesting "the use of verbal 
epithets ... to many decent citizens!’ and "the unnecessary beating by 
police of innocent people", 


This group also called for formation of a civilian review board ‘to examine 
charges of police brutality, and the appointment of Negroes to top posts 
in the Police Department. i ; / EPS, Geneva 


LILJE JOINS IN TRIBUTES 
TO ANTI-HITLER PLOTTERS 


(Berlin) - Dr. Hans. Lilje of. Hannover, Presiding Bishop of the United 
Pyvangelical Lutheran Church of Germany, joined with other West German 
churchmen and statesmen here in honouring the memory of members of the 
wartime resistance executed for ‘conspiracy against the Hitler régime, 


Speaking in the Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church, he said they acted because 
they believed that "the chain of inhumanity and guilt" of the Nazis could 
be broken "only if someone had the courage to-take new guilt upon himself", 


The memorial service was one of the numerous held in Germany to mark the 
eOth anniversary, on July 20, of the abortive 1944 bomb plot to assassinate 
Adolf Hitler, 


To.commemorate the event, the West German Post Office issued a series of 

Special 20-pfennig stamps portraying the eight victims, one of whom was 

the evangelical theologian of the Confessing Church, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
EPS, Geneva 
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SUDAN DENIES IT WILL PERMIT 
RE-ENTRY OF MISSIONARIES 


(Khartoum) ~' The Sudanese Minister of the Interior has denied reports that 
as a result of Lebanese mediation foreign missionaries Sense be allowed to 
return to the southern Sudan. (EPS No. 28) | 


Major-General Muhammad Ahmed Irwa said "it would be senseless for the 
government to permit the return of those who had been: expelled because ve 
major interests of the country made their expulsion necessary". 


sheet he Said, would it allow new ones into the country. 


His statement added: WAt the request of the church, students from the 
southern Sudan were allowed to have foreign education in theology, and 

Nigeria was requested to give the Sudan some trained African churchmen to 
fill the gaps created by the departure of foreign missionaries." 


Meanwhile, Dr. Fouad Ammoun, the Lebanese Foreign Minister, denied that he 
had said an agreement had been reached between the Sudanese government and 
the Vatican. It had been widely reported last week that he had been instru- 
mental in negotiations which would have permitted the re-entry of about 100 
Roman Catholic priests and an unspecified number of Protestant clergy. 


Dr. Ammoun said: that Lebanon had only wished to serve as a mediator between 
the two parties: and to promote a solution acceptable to both. 
EPS, anes 


SYNAGOGUE LEADERS DISCUSS 
SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Mexico City) - The repercussions of the Second Vatican Council upon relations 
between Christians and Jews was a major discussion topic here by 300 dele- 
gates from 20 countries to the World Council of Synagogues. 


Rabbi Harry Halpern, New York, addressing the meeting, said that despite 
"remarkable progress" the outlook for Judaism is not very optimistic. 


He said the Council Fathers must realize that their discussion of anti- 
semitism has given hope to Jews all over the world, and that they must now 
take the "just step" of declaring once and for all that the Jews are not 
guilty of the crucifixion and that all their suffering is the result of — 
men's inhuman action and not of a divine curse, 


At the conclusion of the three-day meeting the Synagogue leaders adopted a 
‘statement expressing satisfaction at the steps already taken by Christian 
churches to end anti-semitism. Another resolution called upon the iat to 
end discriminatory practices against the Jews. 


Halfway around the globe the World Jewish Congress in Susan in Jerusalem 
adopted a resolution expressing the "earnest desire" for an "opportunity 
of discussing with the government of the Soviet Union the problems ‘affect- 
ing the Jewish communities of the USSR". EPS, ‘Geneva 
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"PRAGMATIC IDEOLOGISTS'" 
MEETING ADVOCATED 


(Tutzing, West Germany) - A meeting of the "pragmatic ideologists" of the 
United States and the Soviet Union to seek a reconciliation of "dangerous 
differences" in their approach to peace was suggested here. 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches on Taare 
national. Affairs (CCIA) of the World Council of Churches, recommended the 
meeting as one way of resolving the conflict between recent statements by 

US and Soviet leaders. 


Premier Khruschev said the Sariat Union was opposed to war at any time, but 
that clearly a war of liberation was justified’ and therefore should pe . 
supporteds— 


US Secretary of State Dean Rusk, COR Ges for President Johnson, said the. 
USA will not use military force for the occupation of territories, but that 
it is committed: to oe counvEd es: which are in danger of losing: ae 
freedom. 


Dr..Nolde said examination of hee two approaches by the “pragmatic ideo- 
logists" of both nations could be an important step towards peace. 


This was one of two proposals he advanced in a report to the Executive 
Committee of the World Council of Churches in session here. p 


His second dealt with the conflict concerning international peace-keeping 
machinery. The Scandinavian countries have proposed that stand-by contin- 
gents be available to the United Nations by action ot the Security Council 
or by the General Assembly. 


_ This was not acceptable to the Soviet Union which eee a form of peace 
~~ treaty machinery which could be used only be action of the Security Council 
where the veto can be invoked. za% 


Dr. Nolde said that "these two proposals can and shutee be reconciled, 


"The Soviet proposal would operate 1 Si possible during. the Security Council, 
but if not possible the Scandinavian arrangement could be brought to an 
emergency session of the General Assembly. " “ aE: 


Dre. Nolde emphasized that both his suggestions were in line with racpuemae 
tions of a CCIA consultation on disarmament held in June. Thirty-five. 
church leaders from 12 countries representing both the East and West 


positions participated. 


This consultation called for the development of Ea a x % peace keeping 


machinery in order that existing national defence systems can be gradually 


abolished and emphasized that disarmament will be facilitated by the settle-~ 
ment of political problems. 


Dr. Nolde also reported Commission efforts have resulted in "considerable. 


progress" being made towards formation of an acceptable Declaration on the 
Elimination of all Forms of Religious Intolerance by the United Nations. 


He said this is most notable in the fact the present draft mentions the 
right of practice. 


* ? t sa " he 7. 
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An earlier draft of which he had been highly critical dealt only with the 
rights of worship, teaching, and observance. (EPS No. 5) 


The present draft states there must be "freedom to practise ... religion or 
belief by establishing and maintaining charitable and educational institu- 
tions and by expressing implications of religion and belief in public life". 


This is close to a statement made by the World Council of Churches at its 
Third Assembly which said that freedom to manifest one's faith must include 
"freedom to practise religion or belief, whether by performance of acts of 
mercy or by the expression in word or deed of the implications of belief in 
social, economic, and political matters, both domestic and international". 
EPS, Geneva 


WCC LEADERS URGE | | 
CONTINUED UN ACTION IN CYPRUS © 


(Tutzing, West Germany) - The Executive Committee of the World Council of 
Churches expressing "deep concern" with the "increasing gravity of the present 
crisis in Cyprus" has supported continued United Nations action there and — 
urged as “of the highest importance the cooperation of governments directly 
concerned", 


The Committee urged the actions in a resolution adopted at its semi-annual 
five-day meeting here. 


In another resolution dealing with the situation of the Ecumenical Patriarch- 
ate in Istanbul the Committee stressed its conviction that it must continue 
to function in that city. The resolution said: Ae 


"The Executive Committee having heard reports on the increasingly difficult 
situation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and of its constituency in Turkey 
expresses its. deep concern; ... reaffirms its conviction that the mainten- 
ance of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul and its functioning in 
freedom are important for Orthodoxy and for the ecumenical movement as 2 
whole; requests the officers totake all possible measures through governmental 
and inter-governmental action as well as through the churches to improve and 
stabilize the situation." 


In another session Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, told the 
Committee the WCC's relations with churches in Eastern Europe continue to 
improve. 


He noted the Serbian Orthodox Church in Yugoslavia has expressed a desire to 
become a WCC member, and reported a WCC delegation will visit leaders of the 
Orthodox Church in Bulgaria, probably in late November, to discuss contacts 
with this church. 


It was formally announced that the next meeting of the wec!s 100-member 
Central Committee will be held January 12-21 in Enugu, Nigeria. It will 
pe the first meeting of the Committee in Africa. . Committee discussions 
will be based on the theme "The call to conversion and service and its 
meaning for the churches! participation in God's, work". The subject will 
be introduced by-two study papers - one presented by an African, 


Maus Peach tad, 2 
’ rat 


No. 29 = 30th July, 1964 BS ae age 3 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, president of the Lutheran Church in. 
America, is chairman of the 16-member Executive Committee here. The 


Executive Committee meets twice a year, ~ EPS, Geneva 
IN BRIEF 
An institute for ecumenical studies will be established at the University of 
Fribourg, Switzerland, Its director will be Father Henri Stirnimann, O. P, 
It. will, be. the first of: its.kind in Switzerland. 
egg eg 


Vatican sources report that the first encyclical written by Pope Paul VI 
will probably be Pan PA eae August 6, The sources said the encyclical © 
will express the Pope's views on his church in. the modern world and ae 
line the programme for his pontificate. 


a a ae 


"Eoumenism in the university" will be the theme of a joint meeting of the 
World Student Christian Federation and Pax Romana, the international Roman 
Catholic university students! organization. It will be held at the 
Protestant brotherhood community in Taizé, France, October 30 - November 2, 


* * * 


fhe Church of Christ in Congo (Disciples of Christ) has been given legal 


status and full rights to all ‘property. The transfer was made from the 
United Christian Missionary - ms icky The Congo church has 125,000 
mame Rs Attn be 

Se aed, 


Augustin Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity, 
will lay the cornerstone for the new Roman Catholic Institute for the pias! 


of Anglicanism to be erected in Trier, West: Germany. 


Roman Catholic sources report the Vatican will appoint an official repres-— 
eed to the homie yahet Economic Community (Common Market). 


x * * 


Anglican Bishop Eric A. Gowing of Auckland, New Zealand, has urged that 
Roman Catholic observers be invited to Sue ain church union negotiations 
in progress here. The negotiations involve Anglicans, the Associated 
Churches of Christ, Congregationalists, Methodists, and Presbyterians. 


Beh woth * -*%, * 


The 29-year-old curate who asked Pope Paul VI to remove James Francis Cardinal 
McIntyre as Archbishop of Los Angeles has. been transferred to another parish. 
Father William H. DuBay, who claimed the prelate had failed to give Catholics 
leadership on racial isstes, was shifted from St. Albert the Great parish in 
Compton, a predominantly Negro parish, to St. Boniface church at Anaheim, a 
predominantly white parish. 


x * x 
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The largest group of special-term missionaries of The Methodist Church (USA) 
to go overseas since 1960 will leavesoon for assignments in Africa, Asia, and 
North and South America. The 45 young missionaries, who will serve three 
years, bring to 903 the total number in the overseas special-term missionary 
programme since it was begun in 1948. 


* * * 


The Roman Catholic bishops of England and Wales have set up a l6-member 
commission of clergy and laymen to prepare the English texts for use in 
the Mass, in accomlance with the Vatican Council decree on the liturgy- 


* * * 


A new centre for ecumenical discussions in Europe is being built at the 
Benedictine Monastery of Chevetogne in Belgium. This community, started 
in 1923, is especially concerned about the unity of Western and Eastern 
Christendom. 


* * * 


The Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church plans to send three more missionaries 
to Brazil within the next decade to serve the many Japanese immigrants theree 
The church's first missionary to Brazil, the Rev. Hiroshi Fujii, and his 
family are starting work there now.. 


* * * 


Two leading Presbyterian churchmen from the United States were guests of 

Dr. Tibor Bartha, president of the Hungarian Reformed Church, on a week's 
tour of Hungarian churches. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, chief executive 
officer of the United Presbyterian Church U. 5S. A., and Dr. James I. McCord, 
president of Princeton (N.J.) Theological Seminary, visited the country in 
advance of the August 3-13 meeting of the World Presbyterian Alliance at 
Frankfurt, Germany. 


%¥ * 
The Anglican Synod in Auckland, New Zealand, will explore the possibility of 
of establishing interdenominational churches in new housing areas, 
¥ * »* 
- Archbishop Iakovos of New York, Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 


of North and South America, recently visited the Ecumenical Patriarch in 
Istambul. 


Cr ee 
The formal dedication of the Lutheran World Federation's new $500,000 


vocational. training centre on the outskirts of Jerusalem will be held the 
first week in October. 


*¥ * * 
The Sowiet Radio has called upon Russian citizens to resist efforts by 


tourists to supply Bibles and devotional objects to Soviet Christians. 
EPS, Geneva 
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WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NOMINATES 
DR. VISSER 'T HOOFT'S SUCCESSOR 


(Tatzing, West Germany) -'Meeting ‘at the Tutzine Academy here the 
Executive Committee of the World, Council of Churches, which had 
been given the mandate by the Central Committee to nominate a suc- 
cessor to the present general secretary, announced it has decided 
unanimously to recommend the Central Committee meeting in Enugu, 
Nigeria, in January, 1965: 


te to invace Dr. W. A. Visser !ti\Hooft to continue ‘as’ general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches through 1965, and 
probably until the meeting of the Central Committee of 1966; 


2, to nominate to the Central Committee as Dr. Visser 't Hooft's 
successor as general secretary the Rev. Patrick C. Rodger. 


Mr. Rodger, 43, has been executive secretary of the Faith and Order 
Department of the World Council since 1961. A member of the 
Episcopal Church in Scotland, he was born in Helensburgh, Scotland, 
and studied at the University of Paris; Christ Church, Oxford; and 
Westcott House, Cambridge. He was ordained a deacon in 1949 and a 
priest in 1950, 


Before assuming his WCC post he was rector of St. Fillan's Church, 
Kilmacolm, Renfrewshire, and of St. Mary's Church, Bridge of Weir, 
both in Scotland. 
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For three years (1955-58) he was study secretary of the Student 
Christian Movement of Great Britain and Ireland. From 1951 to 
1954 he was chaplain to Anglican students at the University of 
Edinburgh, He is the author of articles appearing in several 
English and French theological publications and the former 
editor of the Edinburgh Diocesan Gazette (Anglican) and of the 
publication "Student Movement", In 1960-61 he was honorary 
secretary of the Scottish churches! ecumenical committee. He 
also is religious adviser to Penguin Books. 


He speaks some Russian and has twice visited the USSR ~ in 1955 
and 1964. For some time he was on the Council of the Fellowship 
of St. Alban and St. Sergius, which promotes understanding 
between Orthodox and English-speaking churches, 


Mr. Rodger is married to the former Margaret Menzies Menzies, .... 
who at the end of World Wer II was awarded an M.B.E. (Member of 
the Order of. the..British Empire) for her Army service, for part of 
-which she was personal assistant to the director of the Auxiliary 
Territorial Service... The Rodgers have two children: John, aged 


eight;. and Andrew, aged six, 


Drs Visser, 'tihoort, a minister vor the Netherlands Reformed 

Church, has served as general secretary of the World Council since 

it was formally constituted at its First Assembly in 1948. He 

was also its chief executive earlier while it was "in process of 
formation". ..He.will -reach..the- retirement age of -65 on September." = 
209 oie -EPS, Geneva 


(Photos of Mr. Rodger are available from the World Council of 
Churches, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland, or 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027, USA.) 


JAFANESE BUDDHISTS BORROW IDEAS 
FROM CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


(Tokyo): - Buddhists in Japan are coming to believe that the equi- 
valent of the, Christian Sunday school is necessary for them, the .. | 
news bulletin of the National Christian Council of Japan reports. 


It notes that a Buddhist publication titled "Fountain of Teaching": .. 
often uses articles on Christian activities and that "the Buddhists 
do not hesitate to borrow from the Christians when they feel their 
methods are workable". | | 3 ay an is ae 
A recent article in the Buddhist publication dealt extensively with 
the work of the Sunday School of the Tokyo Union Church. | ag 
: ; Kora fs BPS, Geneva 
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PROTESTANT MISSIONARIES 
OPEN WORK IN ECUADOR'S CAPITAL 


(Quito, Eouador) - Protestant missionaries in Houador are giving new 
attention to the nation's capital city, after years of concemtrating their 
efforts in rural areas. ; 


Missionaries of the United Andean Indian Mission, an inter-demoninational 
effort supported by four U.S. churches, are opening work in three neighbour- 
hoods of Quito, Ecuador's capital city, to reach Indians who have moved to 
the city from rural areas, and to reach the middle and upper income classes. 


The UAIM, during its 18 years in Ecuador, has ministered to the country's 
Indian population living in remote vommunities high in the Andes. 
Schools, medical, and agricultural work have been opened, and slowly churches 
have grown, despite the Indians! traditional distrust of outsiders, 

EPS, Geneva 


PHILIP POTTER RE-ELECTED 
TO TOP WSOF POST 


(Cordoba, Argentina) - The General Committee of the World Student Christian 
Federation meeting near here re-elected the Reve Philip Potter, chairman, 
and the Rev. Valdo Galland, general secretary. Mr. Potter, of the West 
Indies, who was first elected to the post in 1960, is field secretary 

with responsibility for West Africa and the West Indies of the Methodist 
Missionary Society, London. Mr. Galland, who is a citizen of both Uruguay 
and Switzerland, has served as general secretary since 1960. 


The 179. participants in the meeting fran54South American countries gave major 
attention to five areas: The Life and Functioning of Student Christian 
Movements within the Federation, A New Education for a New World, Worship 

in the Academic Community, The Bible and Ethical Decisions, and The Christian 
Engagement in Politics. 


The Committee also voted approval of the Student Christian Movement of 
Liberia as an "affiliated movement". ear BPS.) Geneva 


FIJI METHODISTS!’ GOAL: 
ISLAND CHRISTIAN UNITY 


(Suva, Fiji) - The newly autonomous Fiji Methodist Church was urged by the 
Anglican bishop in Polynesia to work for the promotion of Christian unity 
on the islands. ; 


Bishop J.C. Vockler, speaking at celebrations here marking the church's 
independence from the Australian Methodist Church, said its autonomy "will 
mean we can now.talk to each other as equals at the level, and from the 
standpoint of our local concern". 


He expresses hope that the church!s independence "would be brief - soon to 
be swallowed up in something greater, namely Christian unity in te th a 


Bishop Vockler noted that a committee of Methodists, Presbyterians, 
Congregationalists and Anglicans has submitted a proposal for a Fiji ‘Council 
of Churches, and that a Pacific Christian Conference was scheduled to be 
established in 1966. — . | . | | EPS, Geneva 
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SCIENCE IS TOPIC OF 
BRITISH SCM CONFERENCE 


(Swanwick, England) - New developments in gcience was the Tope. of 
recent British Student Christian Movement conference here. Some 80 
students and 20 "seniors" took part. 


Held in place of the traditional study conference it dealt with three 
Main fields ~ cosmology, genetics and the human: brain - which were presen- 


ted by prominent university scientists. Plenary session discussion raised 


significent questions concerning the large-scale: use of energy, the bio- 
logical control of human characteristics, and the manipulation of the mind. 


There was considerable dicussion about the levels at which, and the symbols 
with which, given present data, it is possible to understand the coinherence 


of th universe as a system. 


Participants undertook a number of experiments supervised by cight tutors 
from science faculties in Great Britain and Ireland and the conference 
schedule itself had a number of experimental features. © The timetable was 
left completly flexible and a communique noted that "misgivings about 
concentration on science without a programmed context of 4 philosophic, 
religious, or social point of view proved goundless", 


Conference worship was’ spontaneous and varied, climaxing in a candle-light 
procession into the chapel on the final night to the singing of a contem- 
porary Christian lyric. 


One student planning to teach commented: "IT see my subject in a much more 
complete scientific context. But more important, the conference has 
given’ me a conviction about living". ~ ! EPS, Geneva’ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS APPROVES 
ANGLICAN VESTMENTS MEASURE 


(London) ~ A measure giving Anglican clergy legal sanction to wear tra 
ditional vestments at Holy Communion services was approved by the House 
of Commons, 205 votes to 23. 


Debate over the measure -~ which saw less opposition than had been expected 
- was terminated by a cloture motion which passed 192 to 36. 


Previously the proposal was approved in the House of Lords, 86 to’15, with 
a small vocal minority opposing the bill as a "drift toward Rome", 


In effect, the bill merely regularizes a common practice of many clergy, 
who wore vestments even though they were not technically authorised to do 
SO. ; i : 


During the debate, a conservative MP, who is a Baptist, said passage of . 
the Bill would be.a "defeat for evangelicals who would be doomed in ritual 
matters to eventual extinction". 


The debate stirred many comments in Parliament and in the church press 
concerning. the "establishment" of the Church of England - a system whereby 
secular governmental authorities determine ecclesiastical matters, 


This system permits members of Parliament, who may not. be Anglicans or 
even Christians, to override decisions arrived at by church councils 
pertaining to church matters, EPS, Geneva 
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BISHOP DODGE TALKS 
OF DEPORTATION ORDER 


. (Salisbury, So. Rhodesia) -- U.S. Methodist Bishop Ralph E. Dodge 
said in an interview here before he left Southern Rhodesia that 

"af the Christian church is to be relevant in Africa today it has, to 
identify with the people. If it doesn't it will disappear”. 


Bishop Dodge and a colleague, the Rev. Robert EB. Hughes, were deported as 
undesirable immigrants". Bishop Dodge was scheduled to go to Kitwe, 
No. Rhodesia from here. He had asked the government for a 40-day exten- 
sion of the order, dated July 9, which gave him two weeks to leave the 
country in order to clear up administrative tasks. This was denied, but 
he has been given permission to re-visit the country for three days to 
attend the wedding of his eldest daughtér on August ire 


The deportation action has been protested by several groups including 
the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, the British 
“Methodist Church, and the Salisbury Ministers! Fraternal. 


Bishop Dodge, in his statement here, gave some of the possible reasons 
for the order. | He said he had written pamphlets on controversial 
subjects trying to set forth what he believed to be the Christian point 
of view. 


_!T believe in a non-racial society and have tried to associate myself 
with all segments of our Rhodesian population. If itjis becauge of 
association with both Africans and Buropeans that I am asked to leave 
tT have no regrets. I shall» continue to associate with people, as 
people, trrespective of colour wherever TI may be". 
Ss . ; EPS, Geneva 


CROPS PLANTED FOR 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES } 


(New York) - Some 1,000 acres in 11 states in the U.S.A. are being planted 
in corn, beans, and.wheat for CROP (Christian Rural Overseas Programme ). 


The harvest from these "Friendship Farms" and acres will be converted 
into such products as oil, syrup, and meal for shipment to 

impoverished peoples! overseas by Church World Service -- the National 
Council of Churches! overseas relief agency. 


EPS ,- Geneva 


SALVATION ARMY, ROMAN CATHOLIC AGENCIES 
SPONSOR JOINT PROGRAMME TO HELP MIGRANTS 


(Rockville Centre, W.Y.) - The Roman Catholic welfare organization and 
the Salvation Army here are cooperating in. an emergency aid programme for 
150 migrant families in this area. | if 


The two agencies will provide. the staff for the,programme and. absorb all 
administrative costs. The Long Island: Fund, a charitable agency, has 
allocated $8,000 to underwrite. it. . nati ene 

Pyaar ; BPS, Geneva 
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WCC LEADERS COMMEND EFFORTS 
SEEKING RACIAL JUSTICE 


(Tutzing, West Germany) - World-Council of Churches!leaders said 
here that racial violence should lead Christians to redouble their 
efforts in the fight for racial justice. 


A resolution of the WCCts Bue cutive Committee, speaking aHeoNT Loa Ie 
of riots in the USA, said that "the explosions of extreme violence ... 
should not make Christians waver in their commitment to the depen 
against discrimination and prejudice, 


"On the contrary, such disorder should make them all the more aware 
of the urgency of social reconciliation and reconstruction and lead 
them to redouble their efforts." 


The resolution paid special tribute to "young people of all races 
(who ) have often led others by their courage and resource", 


The resolution was adopted by the 16-member policy-making Committee 
at its semi-annual meeting here. 


The three-part resolution dealt with racial tensions in both the 


USA and Southern Africa 


With regard to Southern Africa it called attention to the "increasing 
threat to:the freedom of worship and service in the arbitrary actions, 
including arbitrary detention or expulsion, made by the government 
against church leaders exercising their Christian responsibility". 


A second resolution, one sentence inlength, asked the government 
of Southern Rhodesia "to reconsider its decision to expel two church 
leaders, Bishop Ralph Dodge and the Rev. Robert Hughes". 


The two, both Americans and members of The Methodist Church (USA), 
received deportation orders dated July 9 giving them two weeks to 
leave the country as "undesirable immigrants". Both are opponents 
of the government!s race policies. 


(See appendix for the full texts of-both TE Bo LUG Ons ) 
EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC INSTITUTE PUBLISHES 


"HYMNAL OF CHRISTIAN UNITY" 


(Toledo, Ohio) - A hymnal on Christian unity, believed to be the 
first of its kind, was published by the Gregorian Institute of America 
at Mary Manse College (Roman Catholic) here. 


Dedicated to the late Pope John XXIII, it contains. 100 hymns selected 
to promote musical bonds among Protestant, Roman Catholic, and 
Orthodox Christians. 


The editors are Dr. Clifford Bennett, president of the Gregorian 
Institute, and Paul Hume, chairman of the department of music at: 
Sedental ys oh at University and music critic of Fhe Washington Post. © 

EPS, Geneva 
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DR. SHERMAN CITES CONCERN FOR 
"MAN WHO HAS NOTHING TO LOSE" 


(Geneva) - The Young Men's Christian Association should concern itself with 
those who, socially and economically, "have nothing to lose’, declared 

Dr. Charles D. Sherman, president of the World Alliance of YMCAs, in his 
opening address to the Alliance's Executive Committee in session here. 


Reviewing recent progress in international relations, economics, science, 
and inter-church relations, Dr. Sherman reminded committee members of the 
words of the American Negro writer, James Baldwin, in his book "The Fire 

Next Time": "The most dangerous creation of any society is that man who 

has ‘nothing to lose.! ; 


"You will see him in our cities, towns and villages all over the world", 
said Dr. Sherman. “He is the man who has not been touched by the movement - 
toward prosperity. He is the man whose voice is now being heard.. 


"What he asks for from the YMCA and from society is that he should be iden- 
tified. He wants to know who he is and what he is in the community. He? 
wants to know what contribution he can make to society. He demands that 
we call him ‘brother!,-that he should belong to the main stream of social, 
economic, political, and scientific progress. He has’ his worth, which is 
God-based. It is our great task to give him the chance to contribute all 
he has," 


Dr, Sherman, who is secretary of the Treasury of the Government of Liberia, 
said the YMCA's role was to be in the forefront of social change. 


Mr. M. F. Franklin, the general secretary of the World Alliance of YMCAs, 
speaking to the Committee, stressed the importance of the work of the YMCAS 
in a world in which the ratio of youth in the population is increasing daily. 


He noted that governments are increasingly concerned with youth and that 
there is a growing sense of expectation of what international youth organ- 
izations could accomplish. He said greater cooperation between voluntary 


international organizations and with officially sponsored international 
organizations and agencies was imperative. 


Commenting on world developments affecting the work of international youth 
movements, Mr. Franklin declared: "Tt is not against the background of a 
changing world, but in the midst of it, sharing its hopes and its fears, its 
magnificence and its wretchedness, that the World Alliance now studies its 
own work and policies in order more readily to respond to change and in some 
measure to contribute constructively to.change., 


The five-day Executive Committee meeting wills chart main lines of develop- 


ment for the world movement during the next five years. Its recommendations 
will go to the YMCA World Council - the movements's top legislative body - 
which meets in Japan in 1965. BPS, Geneva 


PRELATES PLEDGE COOPERATION 
‘WITH STATE'S WELFARE PROGRAMME 


(Rio de Janeiro) - Roman Catholic bishops in the Brazilian northeastern state 
of Bahia issued a statement pledging close collaboration with government 
officials in the fields of social welfare and education. 


Plans for better cooperation between church and state were disoussed at a 
meeting attended by the prelates and Bahia authorities headed by the 
Governor who suggested the conference, EPS, Geneva 
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CATHOLIC STUDENTS HEAR PROTESTANT 
URGE EXPANDED ECUMENICAL WORK 


(Washington, D.C.) = "Student ecumenical cooperation ought to be charact~ 
erized by a '!life together!, rather than by attempts to know the total 
truth", the secretary of the Student Committee of the National Student 
Christian Federation (USA) told Roman Catholic students here. 


"Moreover", said Gerald A. Hlston, "our communion ought to result in open 
doors towards the non-Christian world." 


Mr. Hlston and five other Protestant student leaders represented the World 
Student Christian Federation at the world assembly of Pax Romana, inter- 
national federation of Catholic student organizations meeting at Georgetown 
University. 


"The World Student Christian Federation operates on the assumption that the 
Body of Christ is somehow one'', Mr. Elston continued. "There are differ- 
ences, but these must be lived with - they do not have the force to destroy 
USe 


"Tn working towards Christian unity, we need to follow where the Holy Spirit 
leads, and we do not know precisely where this will be. The agony of 
separation and the admission of our sins of division may be the things which 
uUnLte: vs. most. 


He emphasised the need for Catholic and Protestant students to work together 
on common projects, and to discuss common concerns. He mentioned work for 
civil rights, tutoring projects for the underprivileged, and work among 
foreign students as three areas where cooperative action has been initiated 
and can fruitfully be expanded. ' EPS, Geneva q 


GREEK ORTHODOX YOUTH HEAR PLEA 
FOR GOAL OF 'MORAL PERFECTION! 


(New Orleans) - Members of the Greek Orthodox Youth of America (GOYA) were 
urged at the group!s 13th International Conference to make "moral perfection" 
the major goal in life. 


"Although life itself is one constant struggle for survival, there is 
another far more important war that we must wage, and that is the struggle 
for perfection", Father Constantine N, Leftheris of Pensacola, Fla., told 
3,000 Greek Orthodox young people from this country, Canada, and Mexico. 


While what a man does is important, he said, his actions depend largely 
"upon what he believes, upon what ideas he has concerning the world and his 
existence", . 


The conference marked the first time that English was-used in the liturgy 
of the church at a youth meeting. Both the Gospel and Epistle were read . 
in English, EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES! PROGRAMME IN HARLEM: 
JOBS, TRAINING, RECREATION. 


(New York) - A new crash programme aimed at providing "jobs, training 
opportunities, and recreational services as an alternative to violent 
activity" for young people in Negro areas here has grown out of clergy- 
men's discussions following rioting in Harlem and the Bedford - Stuyvesant 
area of Brooklyn. 


Leaders of a newly-formed "Citywide Coordinating Committee! announced 
they have raised $100,000 to immediately launch the programme and con- 
tinue it through August. An additional $150,000 was being sought to 
Corry i1twon into thessehool year. 9. . 


The programme will give financial aid to 26 churches in Bedford-Stuyvesant 
and 15 in Harlem for programmes including country outings, camp excursions, 
voter registration drives, neighbourhood cleanup and repair, discussion 
sessions, and a variety of recreational programmes, 


Other developments on the U.S. race relations scene last week included 
these: — | 


- In New York, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., president of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference and three other Negro civil rights leaders 
called for a “broad curtailment if not a total moratorium" on rights 
demonstrations until after the presidential election in November. 
However, verious: Harlem groups were said to resent Dr. King's entry into 
the Harlem talks and were reported to be unwilling to follow his lead. 


- Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish leaders of the Committee of 
Religious Leaders in New York, called on the 7,500 clergy and rabbis they 
represent to preach on racial peace. 


- The Federal Bureau of Investigation was asked to investigate 
operations of the Céntral YMCA in:Charlotte, N.C., on the grounds that it 
was segregated. Interracial church groups have twice picketed the "Y". 


-~ A Negro church was burned near Jackson, Mississippi:- the thirteenth 
burned in. the state sinte June 21. 


- The United Church: of Christ issued a 12-page guide on how local 
congregations can work for full employment practices for'all racial groups. 


-- Two civil rights workers - a minister from Des Moines, Iowa, and a. 
studént - were beaten by white thugs in Carthage, Mississippi, where they 
had -gone to help prepare for school intergration. 

EPS, Geneva 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH DIALOGUE 
WITH THE JEWS 


(Zurich) ~ Sixty Christian and Jewish youta leaders from England, France, 
Germany, Austria, and Switzerland will meet this month near here to discuss 
the implications of. the Christian-Jewish dialogue. A French Roman 


Catholic priest and an Anglican from England will deliver the main lectures. 


The meeting will be sponsored by the International Consultative Committee 
of Organizations for Christian. - Jewish Cooperation, whose secretariat 
is in London, and which is allied to the Councjl-of Christians and Jews. 

Bids Ne ph ~ EPS, Geneva 
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NLC LEADER WARNS MISSIONS 
ON MISUSE OF AID PROGRAMMES 


(Kenosha, Wis.) - A Lutheran official who helps direct a multi-million 
dollar overseas relief programme told 150 Lutheran missionaries and mission 
leaders here that the church must distinguish between "mere humanitarianism" 
and "Christian love" in its foreign mission programme. 


Dr. Paul D. Entpie of New York, executive director of the National Lutheran 
Council, declared: ae 


"T happen to know people who are not Christians and whose-love for others 


expressed in selfless service makes the charity of many church. members 


seem pale by comparison. 


"Furthermore", Dr. Empie went on, "I have noted that Many recipients of 
charity are distrustful of religious organizations, believing that the real 
purpose of helping. them is to !get them on the hook! and pull them into the 
church. ai 


"In other words, they regarded the so-called Christian love as not an 
expression of spirit, valid in itself, but only as a device used ag & neans 
to an end. Thus, they prefer those who will help them 'without strings!, 
visible or invisible. 


He defined the primary task of the church's overseas mission programme as 
one that "plants and strengthens the church" while its relief programme 
should "provide an outlet whereby Christians can carry out the impulse of 
their 'new-being in Christ! by serving their fellowmen quite apart from. any 
intent to build wp the church thereby". EPS, Geneva - 


YMCA LEADERS STUDY 
ROMAN CATHOLIC MEMBERSHIP 


(Geneva) - A consultation here recommended closer gooperation between local 
YMCA's.and Roman Catholic youth organizations. 


The consultation on "The YMCA and its Roman Catholic Members" also said 
that more attention should be given to the renewed emphasis on the laity in. 
the Roman Catholic Church and urged greater understanding by !Y¥! lay and 
professional leaders of current developments in Catholicism and in the. 
ecumenical, movement. 


Representatives.of 14 national YMCA movements attended the consultation 
which was sponsored by the World Alliance of YMCA's. EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL ALFRINK PREDICTS ECUMENISM 


SCHEMA WILL BE ACCEPTABLE TO OTHER CHURCHES 


(Washington, D.C.) = Bernard Cardinal Alfrink of Utrecht, the Netherlands, 
said here he was "most decidedly optimistic" about prospects for the work of 


the third session of the Second Vatican Council slated to Open September 14th. 


The Cardinal, in an interview with Religious News Service, said he believed 
the revised schema on ecumenism to be presented to the third session "will be 


: 
c 
P 
5 


very acceptable to our separated bretheren", He added: 


"Moreover, I frankly am: amazed at the wide acceptance this schema received 


from'so many Council fathers. In regions of the world where the numberof. 
Protestants is small, we might expect the urgency of this question not to be 
well understood. Such is not the case. It was a great joy for me to see 


the interest of the bishops of those regions in Christian unity." 
EPS, Geneva 
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FAITH AND ORDER 
LEADERS WILL MEET 


(Aarhus, Denmark ) - Bighty-three Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox 
delegates will convene here August 15-27 for a meeting of the Commission 
of Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches. Observers will be 
present from the Serbian Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church. 
Tt will be the Commission's first meeting since its world conference held 
in. Montreal, in 1963. é 


A major task will be to blueprint the broad outlines for the wec's 
Department of Faith and Order for the next four or five years. 


Addresses will deal with the doctrine of creation and redemption and the 
role of faith and order in church union. Reports will be given on church 
union negotiations underway in Australia and Madagascor. 


Dr. Paul §. Miner of Yale Divinity School, New Haven, Conn., USA is 


Commission chairman. 
EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP URGES GREATER 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN 


(Cologne) - The suffragan bishop of the Roman Catholic diocese of Cologne 
addressing a Roman Catholic Women's organization here said that it is no 
Longer sufficient just to affirm the equality of women with men, but that 
/ways inust be found in which women.can use their talents in the service of 
the church and community. ‘Bishop Frotz suggested a study is required of 
St. Paul's writings about the position of women in order to distinguish 
"the temporally conditioned from the valid and permanent". 


He also said women should be given the opportunity to teach theology on 
the university level in Germany. 
‘ EPS, Geneva 


NEW PRESSURES REPORTED 
AGAINST ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 


(Geneva) - Increasingly harsh actions are being taken by the Turkish 
Government against the Ecumenical Patriarchate, according to reports 
reaching World Council of Churches headquarters here. | 


They said local police, without giving them any reason, have warned three 
metropobitans they will be deported. Hundreds of Greeks already have been 
deported to Greece. They have been permitted to take no belongings and 
only the-equivalent of $20 cash. 


The reports said the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarch has named four 

new bishops for Istanbul parishes which are vacant because of government 

action: against the former incumbents. 
EPS, Geneva 


PAN-ORTHODOX MEETING 
SLATED FOR NOVEMBER 


(Rhodes) - The third pan-Orthodox conference will be held in November on 
the Island of Rhodes, Orthodox sources report. 


The meeting will discuss Ways in which dialogue with the Roman Catholic 
_ Church should be conducted and Orthodox relations with the Old Catholic 
_ Church. | EPS, Geneva 
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EUROPHAN CONFERENCE WILL 
MEETON BOARD DANISH SHIP 


(Geneva) -~ The next meeting of the Conference of European Churches, 
October 5-10, will be held on board the Danish ship "Bornholm" while it is 
cruising in the Baltic Sea. 


Conference leaders decided to hold the session on board ship to permit the 
participation of a 15-member delegation from Hast Germany. 


The meeting originally had been scheduled at Nyborg Strand, Denmark, the 
site of all previous Conference sessions. 


However the Danish government refused permission to the Hast German 
delegation to enter the country without the allied travel documents re- 
quired for Hast Germans on visits to NATO-member countries. At the same 
time the East German government refused its permission to the delegation 
to apply for the allied travel documents. 


Dr. Glen Garfield Williams, Conference executive secretary, said it was 
decided to use the ship for the meeting because it was "clearly impossible" 
to hold the sessions without East German representatives and because the 
Conference leaders were convinced the churches have a responsibility to 
surmount the difficulties caused by political disputes and provide the 
opportunities for Christians from the East and West to meet. 


The "Bornholm", which is a 5,000 ton privately owned vessel, will pick up 
the majority of the participants in Copenhagen. It will then continue to 
Malmo, Sweden, where the Hast German delegation will board. Sweden, as 

a neutral country which is not a NATO member, does not require the allied 
travel permits. The vessel will then cruise outside Danish territorial 
waterse 


Dr. Williams said a Danish ship was selected because the conference wished 
to maintain its close contacts with Denmark and to "benefit from the good 
will and experience" of the Danish committee charged with making local 
arrangements. 


Some 200 persons from almost all European countries will take part in the 
meeting. Conference theme will be "Living Together as Continents and 
Generations". Participants will include Mrs. Bodil Koch, the Danish 
Minister for Religious Affairs. The opening address will be given by 

Dre WeAe Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches 
Roman Catholic observers will also be present. ©The Conference first met 

in 1957 and includes members of Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox churches 
in both Hast and West Europe. Its last meeting was held in Nyborg Strand, 
tn "L962 EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Starting January 1, next year there will be only one category of burials 
and weddings in the Roman Catholic Church in Panama. From that date all 
ceremonies will be oelebrated in the same way for rich and poor alike. 


%¥  * * 
The Roman Catholic faculty of theology in Split, Yugoslavia, will be re- 
opened som. It was closed by government action several years agoe 


* % * 
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The National Council of Churches! Commission on Missionary Education has 
moved its study theme of poverty in the USA forward fron 1967 to 1966 to 
emphasize the urgency of President Johnson's "war on poverty". 


* *% * 


The Bible Society in Saigon has made arrangmemnts for a portion of the 
Scriptures to be printed each week in a Chinese newspaper there. 


x * * 


Some 550 representatives of member churches of the British Council of 
Churches will take part in the first British Faith and Order Conference 

at the University of Nottingham, England, September 12-19. Church 
leaders attending will include the Archbishop of Canterbury, the moderator 
of the Free Church Federal Council, the immediate past moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches. Ten Roman Catholic 
observers also will be present. 


*% * % 
A 50-bed Lutheran Hospital is nearing completion in Chorveh, Iran. It is 


an undertaking of the Lutheran Orient Mission of the United States, which 
calls itself "an inter-Lutheran mission to the Moslem world". 


% * * 


The first international conference of Telephone Samaritans 

will be held in Oxford, England, September 7. Representatives from 

25 countries are expected. There are 50 branches in Britain, and l2 
overseas and a spokesman said they are being added to at the rate of about 
one every two weeks. 


x * * 


Roman Catholic Mass will be said partly in English for the first time in 
Great Britain beginning Sunday, November 29th, the first Sunday of Advent. 


Portions of the Mass which will be said in the vernacular will include the 


"Gloria", the "Credo", and all the Scripture readings. 


* ¥* * 


In Bad Pyrmont, Germany, an average of 100 persons who are not members of 
any church attended evangelistic services conducted each evening for a 
week in a tent furnished by the Evangelisal Free Church (Baptist) Associa- 
tion. The local Baptist church sponsored the meeting. 


* * * 


The Christian Peace Conference (Prague) has appealed for commemoration of 
August 6, 1945, the day the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, Japan, 
It called on churches all over the world to mark either the first or 
second Sunday of August as "A Day of Repentance" and for prayer for world 
peace. 


* * * 


The new Ghana Baptist Convention, which came into being in January, has 
held its first session in Tamale. Some 200 "messengers" speaking seven 
languages from the nation’s 150 Baptist churches and preaching stations 
attended. EPS, Geneva 
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APPENDIX I 
RESOLUTION I 


a The Executive Committee at its meeting in Tutzing, July 1964, has 
received reports of what churches are doing in the racial conflicts in 
many parts of the world, and sg aa aah ea in the USA ‘and in the countries 
of Southern Africa. 


At its meeting in Rochester. August 1963, the World Council called 
on Christians and churches to share in the leadership of the struggle for 
racial equality and to examine the inner attitude of the Church so that its 
own fellowship would include all who believe, without discrimination and in 
love. It is with great gratitude to God that the Executive Committee 
records that much has been done in both these areas. 


But far more remains to be done. Racial prejudice is an ever- 
present danger in all places where people of different races live together. 
Once racial passions are roused it becomes exceedingly difficult to find 
right and just solutions to underlying problems. Moreover, the wide dis- 
semination of news of racial conflict leads many people living where there 
is no mixture of races to pass judgment on others elsewhere and to assume 
in themselves a freedom from prejudice which may be only a lack of tempta- 
tion to express it. Not one of us, anywhere, should "thank God that we 
are not as other men are" and all of us everywhere need "to be on. the alert 
and to pray lest we enter into temptation". 


-Therefore in commending to the prayer and support of all churches 
the many Christians and churches who are struggling to overcome racial 
tensions by positive and sacrificial deeds of love and service and purging 
their Christian fellowship of discrimination, the Executive Committee urges 
all churches everywhere to stand ever more firmly for reconciliation and 
justice and to ask themselves more urgently what they ought to do. 


LI, Concerning the present race tension in the USA 


The present heightening of tension should not obscure the great 
advance made in the adoption of the Civil Rights Bill in the USA. The 
Executive Committee notes with gratitude the important role which the 
churches played in this connection. The National Council of Churches and 
many of its member churches are preparing many people to help to implement 
legislation, to overcome acute racial tensions and to understand and work 
to remove the deeper causes of racial unrest. The World Council of 
Churches pledges its support to these churches and to the NCC, 


We deplore the action of those who, by opposing new and greater 
patterns of racial relationships are the cause of some outbreaks of vio- 
lence. We equally deplore the explosions of extreme violence which result 
in part from age-old frustrations and grievances, But these disorders 
should not make Christians waver in their commitment to the fight against 
discrimination and prejudice. On the contrary, such disorder should make 
them all the more aware of the urgency of social reconciliation and recon- 
struction and lead them to redouble their efforts. We record our. appreci- 
ation for the courage and devotion shown by many people, including Christian 
pastors. Young people, of all races, have often led others by their 
courage and resource. We call attention also to the effective patterms of 
non-violent action carried out with self-discipline and devotion. 

more 


ee 


facial justice and goodwill throughout Southern Africa. 


yi de Concerning the situation in Southern Africa 
ee meena adie ese ce OTL AT QOUTRE TT ALL LoS 


An ecumenical consultation was held at Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia, in 
June 1964 on Christian practice and desirable action in race relations in 
the countries of Southern Africa. We offer our encouragement to the 
churches of these countries as they work for a solution to their acute 
racial problems. We urge churches everywhere to study the report of this 
consultation and to explore means whereby through brotherly action and 
prayer to the one Father they might promote the Christian concern for 


We call attention to the increasing threat to the freedom of worship 
and service in the arbitrary actions, including arbitrary detention or 
expulsion, made by governments against church leaders exercising their 
Christian responsibility. 


RESOLUTION II 


In the light of the above resolution the Executive Committee 
strongly urges the Government of Southern Rhodesia to reconsider its 
decision to expel two church leaders, Bishop Ralph Dodge and the Rev. 
Robert Hughes. RPA 
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WCC LEADER COMMENTS ON 
PAPAL ENCYCLICAL LETTER 


(Geneva) — Dr.-W.A.: Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, said here that "it is encouraging" that the first Encyclical 
of Pope Paul VI "emphasizes so strongly the necessity of dialogue" with 
other Christians, but that its strong stress on the primacy of the Pope 
“shows that we are yet far from the day of full unity for none of the non- 
Roman churches accepts the view that recognition of the universal juris- 
diction of the Papacy is an indispensable criterion for church union. 


"In other words", the WCC leader said, "the appearance of this Encyclical 

helps to show that what can be done at present is to establish better rela- 
tionships between the Roman Catholic and other churches rather than to make 
any considerable advance to the union between the Roman Catholic and other 


churches". 


Emphasizing that he had only just seen a copy and that it was too early for 
him to make more than "provisional remarks" on "its significance for the 
snter-church situation", Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that "the concept of dia- 
logue"! developed in the Encyclical "is not quite the same as: that we have 
used and practised for many years in the ecumenical movement, - 


"According to the Encyclical, dialogue is mainly a form of communication of 
the truth which the Roman Catholic Church holds. We understand dialogue 
above all as a. process of sharing in which all receive and give and in which 


all are enriched and transformed." 
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Dr. Visser 't Hooft is the chief executive officer of the World Council 
which has 209 member churches of the Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and 
Old Catholic traditions in more than 80 countries. 


In the Encyclical, published under the formal title "By Which Ways the 
Catholic Church Must Today Fulfill Its Mandate", the Pope said that he was 
distressed that the issue of Papal primacy should be regarded as a stumbling 
block by the "separated brethren", but observed that "without the supreme, 
efficacious, and decisive pastoral office of Peter the unity of the Church 
of Christ would utterly collapse", EFS, Geneva 


(See document appended for full text of statement.) 


EPISCOPAL OFFICER EXPLAINS 
CHURCH'S POSITION IN UNION TALKS 


(New York) - The decision of a Protestant Episcopal delegation to union 

talks with five other churches not to recommend to the church's top policy- 
making body that it join in writing a union plan will not eliminate partici- 
pation ‘by the church in Voi scussing a hypothetical plan" it Was” stated here. 


Mr. Peter Day, ecumenical officer for the Protestant Episcopal National 
Council, said that it would be "easy to be misled by this action", ‘but. that 
the gana on will not stand as an obstacle to the possible eventual forma- 
tion of a united church. 


He said the Episcopal delegation "simply feels that this is not the time to 
make further commitment to the consultation, but if the consultation wants 
to discuss a plan of union on a purely theoretical Magrath that is a pene 
ent matter", 


Involved in the six-way talks, in addition to the Protestant ge a, fhaeons 
are the United Presbyterian, Methodist, Christian (Disciples): and 
Evangelical United Brethren Churches, and the United Church of Christ. 


The Methodist delegates also withheld a request for approval to write a union 


pian when that church's quadrennial General Conference met earlier this.year. 


However, the United Presbyterian Church, Disciples, and United-Church of | 
Christ. have authorized their representatives to take part in developing a 
plan for a united church which would be Ntruly catholic, truly reformed, and 
truly evangelical", 


The Evangelical United Brethren Church has ee acted on the question and its 
next General Conference will not be held until 1966. EPS,. Geneva 


LUTHER'S "MIGHTY. FORTRESS" 

IN NEW CATHOLIC HYMNAL . eae 
(Cincinnati, Ohio) - A new Roman Catholic hymnal, "The People's Mass Book", 
published in Cincinnati, Ohio, (USA), contains a modern English version of 
Martin Luther's famous hymn, "A Mighty Fortress is Our God". 


Published by the World Library of Sacred Music, the volume fila +n official 
imprimatur of Auxiliary Bishop Paul F. Leibold: of Cincinnati. EPS, Geneva. 
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GREEK ARCHDIOCESE ASKS 11 NATIONS TO ACT 
ON TURKISH MEASURES AGAINST GREEK ORTHODOX 


(New York) ~ The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America 
has sent messages to heads of 11 governments urging them to exert 
influence on the Turkish government to end "the persecution of the 
Greek Orthodox Church and the Greek minority in Turkey". 


The message was an "official protest" authorised by delegates to 
the 17th Biennial Ecclesiastical Congress of the Greek Orvhodox 
Archdiocese in North and South America earlier this summer. 


Condemning "oppressive measures taken by the Turkish government against 
the religious and educational institutions of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
of Constantinople in Istanbul", the telegram deplored reported 
persecution by Turkey of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and expulsion of 
members of the Holy Synod. It mentioned specifically the "continuation 
of threats and attacks in the Turkish press", and "other measures of | 
coercion" -—- as being "contrary to the principles of freedom of religion 
ensured to all inhabitants of Turkey..." 


It was sent to governments signing the Treaty of Lausanne "and other 

interested governments": Thége included ‘the Unite® Statcs. Frniice, 

West-Gormany, Japan, Rumanin, Yugoslavia, Italy, Turkov. dnd- Greece. 
: EPS, Geneva 


US, CHURCHES! LABOUR SUNDAY MESSAGE 
URGES EDUCATION AND JOB RETRAINING 


(New York) - Automation, the need for "drastic retraining" of older 
workers, and the problem of finding employment for an increasing number 
of young people who have not achieved minimum educational standards 
share top attention in the National Council of Churches! (USA) 1964 
Labour Sunday Message. 


The statement, which is to be read in thousands of Protestant and 
Eastern Orthodox churches across the nation on September 6, urges 
"labour and the churches" to redouble "their united efforts to seaure 
social changes that will enable us to make the most humane use of our 
technological powers". 


It stresses that problems facing white persons who lack minimum training 
or have been displaced by automation are compounded in the case of 
"countless Negroes and other non-white minorities". 

EPS, Geneva 


S.AFRICA CATHOLIC STUDENTS 
OPPOSE RACE DISCRIMINATION 


(Pietermaritzburg, S.Africa) - The annual conference of the South 
African National Roman Catholic Federation of Students meeting here, 
unanimously passed a motion condemning racial discrimination. 


The motion affirmed "both in theory and in practice, our opposition to 
all racial: discrimination", and commended "the existence of non-racial, 
non-secretarian student organizations and accordingly disapproves of 
societies which encourage racialism". 


EPS, Geneva 
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CATHOLICS URGED TO STUDY 
PROTESTANT SANCTITY 


(New York) - Does the existence of Protestant "saints" suggest that the 
religious communities which nourished them should be considered by Roman 
Catholicism as.true Christian ¢c: urches? 


This question is posed in an.article in the August 1 issue of America, 
national Roman Catholic weekly, by Father Eugene 0C. Bianchi pS Faye an 
assistant editor of the publication, who wrote that the problem "is 
worthy of much more theological exploration than it has thus far received". 


He noted tha t while "Catholic documents refer to iid arin communions as 
churches, this use has not, been extended to Protestants", and.that the 


‘ecclesial status of Protestant churches. in the eyes. of the Roman Catholic 


Church has provided a continuing. controversy at Vatican Council sessions. 
He suggested, that one important criteria has been overlooked in these 
discussions: "To what extent do these (Protestant bodies) show the mark 
of holiness?" — | 


He mentioned the case of Wotan Hlizabeth Seton, who, on: the Saath of her 
husband, left the Protestant Episcopal Church to become a Catholic and. 
2a ait founded the Sisters of Charity. Father Bianchi quoted Joseph 
Cardinal Ritter, Archbishop Of St. LOuLs,. as Saying she NWas undoubtedly 
a saint long before-she became a Catholic". 


Pope John Goeaduite at the beatification of Mother Seton, also observed that 
she had been Fi laa "by the whole course of her former life" to become 
a "wonder of heavenly grace". 


Challenging what he described as ''a tendency among Catholics to view 
Protestant holiness solely as an individual pheriomenon", Father Bianchi 
said that "individual holiness, in the sense of union with God's will in 
a brotherhood of love, flowers from a prior, ontological rooting in the 
given sanctity of the communion of saints, a corporate reality". 


"The Protestant saint was baptized into the corporate Christ", the priest 
stressed. "His faith was nourished by the Word preached in a worshipping 
community, and often sustained by the sacramental bread received in a 
Eucharistic assembly ... He grew up in a family of believers who enjoyed 
some form of Christian ministry ... the Protestant'!s life of Christian | 
self-giving is fostered in a community of fellowship and service." 


Therefore, he reasoned, holiness in Protestant communities "cannot be 
understood as merely an isolated, ‘individual and purely charismatic event". 


The ecumenical movement "has brought Christians together not simply as 
individuals, but as members of believing communities", Father Bianchi 
added, calling for "much more theological exploration" of Ythe ecclesial 
structure of separated communions!!. 


He quoted Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity: "Those who, in all sincerity, accept and live 
the faith in which they were born and educated, receive -~ in virtue of 
their baptism --~ the necessary aids for a truly Christian* ii fet ; 

. EPS, i if es 
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FIRST ECUMENICAL YOUTH 
CONFERENCE IN JAMAICA 


(Kingston, Jamaica) ~- "The Lordship of Christ" in home and family life, 
business and professional affairs, and in politics was the theme of the 
first Ecumenical Youth Congress held here. 


Sponsored by the Jamaica Council of Churches, it was attended by 200 young 
people from ten member churches of the Council and from the Anglican and 
Roman Catholic Churches which are not members, They came from Jamaica, the 
Bahamas, British Guiana, St. Kitts, Puerto Rico, and the USA. 


His Excellency the Governor General of Jamaica, Sir Clifford Campbell, 
addressing the final session appealed to the young people to build their 
lives upon a "sure foundation" for only thus could they be fully used in 
the service of God and their nation. EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX WEDDING IN 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


(Phoenix, Arizona) - A Greek Orthodox couple were married by an Orthodox 
priest in a ceremony in a Roman Catholic church here. 


The unprecedented event took place in St. Agnes Church with the full rites 
of the Orthodox marriage ceremony, including Holy Communion. 


The request to use the Roman Catholic church had been made because of a 
Space problem. The Orthodox church in the community was too small for the 
large turnout of invited guests. 


Roman Catholic Bishop Francis J. Green, of Tucson, who granted permission 
for the ceremony, commented that "the Orthodox and Catholic Churches are in 
agreement on so many areas of sacraments and priesthood, it seemed natural 
for us to afford our facilities" for the wedding. "The only big difference 
is in the non~acceptance by the Orthodox Church .of -.the Holy Father." 

EPS Geneva 


GERMAN "REPENTANCE" WORK . 
~ MAY BE EXTENDED TO USSR 


(Berlin) - The head of the German "Repentance Action" programme, in which 

German youth do volunteer service in war-damaged countries, said here that | 
a top Soviet official had given him some hope it may be possible to expand 
the programme to include the USSR. : | 


The Rev. Klaus Wilm said that in an interview in Moscow with Mr. Adzhubei, 
editor in chief of Isvestia and son-in-law of Premier Khrushchev, he had 
found the Soviet official "very open to proposals" and that he had "promised 
his support". 


The Repentance Action projects have been conducted in many European countries, 
but thus far officials have been unable to secure Soviet permission for work 
there. | EPS, Geneva 


bilities in the partnership of men and women under Christ". 
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ALBANIAN YOUTH TARGET 

OF NEW ATHEIST DRIVE | . | ron 
(Vienna) - Plans*for an intensified anti-religious campaign throughout. © 
Albania designed to recruit young people into atheist clubs were. approved 


broadcasts from that capital. 


at a congress of youth organisations held in Tirana, according to radio 


The broadcasts said special courses willbe established to train anti- © 
religious propagandists and organizers of atheist clubs. 


The reason given for the campaign was that in recent years little progress 
has been'made in persuading the people, and especially young people, to 


renounce religious beliéfs and practices. : - EPS, Geneva 


USA CHURCHES! MESSAGE 
TO STRESS POVERTY GAP 


(New York) - A sound international strategy for economic and social — 
development - designed to "narrow the: gap.between the peasant in the rice 
paddy and the astronaut in orbit":- wtll be urged by ‘the National Council 
of Churches! (USA) message for World Order: Sunday, Oeies Vora 


The theme of this year's observance, sponsored by the Council's Department 
of International Affairs, is: "A World Economy Under God", It will stress 
the need for building up "deprived areas of human society" with particular 
reference to "special needs and aspirations" of 60 new nations born since 
1945. “EPS, Geneva 


WOMEN CLERGY SEEN SOON. . 


WIDELY ACCEPTED 


(London) - The Rev. BE. H. Patey, Dean of Liverpool Cathedral, said in a 
speech here that "sooner or later" women clergy will be such an accepted 
fact in the church that people will be unable to believe there was a time 
when only men were ordained. He said the question of the ordination of 
women should not be considered in isolation, but in’ relation to the whole 
ecumenical movement of the ohurch which is "discovering new creative possi- 


EPS, Geneva: 


ECUMENICAL EDUCATION 
SEEN SOUTH. AFRICAN NEED ~~ 


(Pretoria) - Mer. van Velsen, 0.P., Roman Catholic Bishop of Kroonstad, 


Africa, and a member of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian - 
Unity called here for "ecumenical education" in South Africa. Addressing 


"8 meeting of the’ South African hierarchy; the Bishop said that ‘neither © 


Roman Catholic priests nor laymen in South Africa were prepared for ecumen- 


ical dialogue and that a full-scale educational programme is required to 


arouse them from "their highly regrett..ble apathy". He added that the Dutch 
Reformed Churches in South Africa seemed even less ready for such dialogue 
and "stand even more aloof than we". EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD PRESBYTERIAN ALLIANCE 
COUNCIL IN 19TH SESSION 


(Frankfurt) + Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches,. said here that Christianity is undergoing two "earth- 
quakes"! —- one which has its "epicentre" in the world and one which has its 
"epicentre" in the Church. 


In a sermon preached on the theme "Come Creator Spirit" before 700 delegates, 
guests, and observers at the opening service of the 19th General Council of 
the World Presbyterian Alliance, the WCC leader said that the earthquake's 
shaking of the Church throws it "back upon that pristine, nude existence in 
which it has nothing else to offer except the bare Gospel, 


"As many Christians now have to pay a heavy price for their Denecanane and 
witness, we are inclined to regret the fleshpots of the time when the Church 
Shaped the life of the nations and we get deeply worried about its future. 


"But could it ‘not be that this is the shaking of the churchly edifice, the 
action of cleaning by the Holy Spirit, which must precede the coming of the 
Holy Spirit in power? Is it perhaps that the earthen vessels have too much 
obscured the treasure and that they must therefore be replaced by less 
imposing instruments?" 


Referring to "church renewal" which "we have all spoken much about", Dis 
Visser 't Hooft continued: ; 


"Have we realized the renewal can only be renewal by the Holy Spirit and 

that such renewal means precisely to be shaken up? Is it not a danger sign 
that we talk so much about renewal and have such vague ideas about the Holy 
Spirit? Are not many of our congregations in the situation of the disciples 
of John whom Paul met at Ephesus and who had never heard there was.a Holy 
Spirit? Or if they have heard of the Spirit do they not take the attitude 
that they cannot speak to the Spirit because you do not speak to people. 
unless you have been personally introduced to them? And is this not the 
reason why there are more people in the world who think of Christians as 
people who smoke opium rather than as people filled with new wine?" 


Dr, Marcel Pradervand, general secretary of the World Alliance, speaking to 
the Council said that no church has the right to refuse to participate in 
dialogue with other churches, no matter how "difficult" it might be. 


He said Christians must be guided by Christ "toward a unity which we do not 
yet clearly envisage but which He will grant to His Church in such a measure 
as the Church will prove to be obedient and faithful". 


In reference to statements oe Pope Paul VI and other Roman Catholic leaders 
that the "door" to unity is open, he emphasized that the problems of the 
divisions of Christendom cannot be solved "in an institutional manner". 


Dr. Pradervand, whom the Council elected to a new five-year term as general 
secretary, a post he has held since 1949, welcomed closer relations with the 
Roman Catholic Church, but cited a continued lack of religious freedom in 
predominantly Roman Catholic countries, and also in some non-Christian 
countries which have imposed restrictions on missions and churches. 


Two Roman Catholic priests are official observers to the meeting here and 
the Alliance will send three official delegate-observers to the next session 
of the Second Vatican Council. | 


4 
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. The Alliance has 95 member churches in 66 countries, with constituencies 

| totalling over 50 million. About one-third of the delegates here represen 
"younger churches" of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Sizeable delegation: 
. also represent Eastern Furopean churches. jbo ty oh - EPS, Geneva 


| . RELIGIOUS LIBERTY: REPORTS 
PROM FOUR COUNTRIES 


(Frankfurt) ~ Spokesmen’ for minority churches in predominantly Roman Cathol- 
. countries reported to the 19th General Council of the World Presbyterian . 

. Alliance that their churches now generally enjoy a far greater degree of 

| religious liberty than previously. Following are highlights of: their 
comments to a press conference: BA Meee i te. 


| "In Italy, we have no difficulties as far as religious liberty is concerned" 
‘a Said Pastor Ermanno-Rostan, moderator of the Waldensian Church. "Our prow 
blems: are not of a-legal. nature, but arise from a lack of understanding of 
| the Protestant’ minority, and, to some extent, from a lack of good faith." 

| He noted that in Milan, for examrle, Protestant pastors and Catholic priests 
Fi are engaged in "continuous dialogue" and that Pope Paul VI had authorized hi 
|| priests to participate in these talks while.he was Archbishop of Milan... 


In Spain, Pastor Humberto Capo, of the Spanish Evangelical Church, reported, a 
new law will soon bestow new civil and religious rights upon the 30,000 
im Protestant nationals, He said Spanish Protestant churches now have "quasi- 
official" relations with the government through the intermedia y of a rep- 
resentative committee of Spanish Protestant churches, oi cay 


In Poland, Pastor Jan Niewieczerzal, a leader of the Ecumenical Council, 
reported the situation is in some ways less favourable than before the Secon 
Vatican Council, In fact, Polish Catholics have a tendency to think that 
they are in harmony with the:Council in feeling that Protestants no longer 
have any reason to remain outside the Roman Catholic Church. Md ene 
Niewieczerzal emphasized, however, that Polish Protestants have enjoyed the 
Same rights as the rest of the population since World War II and that the 


open-mindedness of the Council may result in more numerous contacts between 
the churches, © 5 


i 


In Greece, said Pastor Michael Kyriakakis, of the Greek Evangelical Church, 
the law guarantees complete religious freedom, but forbids proselytism,. 
Although the authorities usually interpret this law quite liberally, the 
Greek Orthodox Church, which is a state church, intransigently opposes public 
witness by Protestants. "We need total religious freedom", concluded Mr, 
Kyriakakis, EPS, Geneva’ 


CRISIS REPORTED IN 
WORLD SCRIPTURE CIRCULATION - 


(London) - In West Asia today, there exists one portion of Scripture for 
every 91 people, At the present rate of circulation, it would take 370 - 
years to provide a copy for every person. 


These figures are given by 8.P. Rajuy honorary research secretary of the 
United Bible Societies, in his booklet "Crisis. in World Scripture Distribu- 
tion, a Study by Continents", recently published by the UBS here, 


EPS, Geneva 
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WSCF PLANS WORK 
FOR, NEXT FOUR YEARS 


(Cordoba, Argentina) ~ The General Committee of the World Student Christian 
Federation has blueprinted plans for its work in the next four years during 
which it will seek. to provide a Christian "presence" on university and 
college campuses around the world. 


[The 179 participants from 54 countries focussed major attention upon the 
juestion of what constitutes an "authentic witness" to Jesus Christ today. 


1 statement issued at the conclusion of the two-week meeting said that it 
vished to use the word "presence" to describe the goal of its activities in 
the next four-year period because the traditional words such as “‘evangelisn, 
vitness, and mission ... create difficulty for many persons, often most of 
111 for those most committed to Christ and His Gospel". 


further, it said "the word 'presence! does not mean that we are eimply there, 
ut it tries to describe the adventure of being there in the name of Christ, 
often anonymously, listening before we speak, hoping that people will recog- 
lize Jesus for what He is and stay where they are, involved in the fierce 
‘ight against all that dehumanizes, ready to act against demonic powers, 
dentify with the outcast, merciless in ridiculing modern idols and new 
lyths... Presence for us means ‘engagement!, involvement in the concrete 
structures of our society. It indicates A PRROLL CY, ote Presence precedes 
fritness.«.e Presence is witness." 


jpecifically the General Committee authorized a series of regional consulta- 
ilons in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, the Middle Bast, and North’ » 
MeLTica. These would include WSCF and Student Christian Movement (SCM) 
epresentatives, church leaders, and representatives of ecumenical organi- 
ations, and, it is hoped, representatives of the Roman Catholic Church and 
ther Christian communities not affiliated with the ecumenical movement, 


he Committee stated its conviction that "no difference in approach to uni- 
versity work, no difference in understanding of the theological positions 
aken, no difference in the plans for action.should be allowed to divide the 
hristian community in the university. Lt as. ounswbelie® that most differ- 
nees can be transformed into diversity if we are willing to be confronted, 
o confront, and to remember in whose name we work." 


ts four-year programme also will include: 


A series of intensive two-week leadership training courses for senior 
tudents and SCM leaders - 7 in Africa, 4 in Asia, 7 in Latin America, and 
in the Middle East. It also called for increased scholarship: ee 
o enable SCM leaders to gain experience and study abroad. 


Seminar programmes for foreign student groups in Burope, and surveys 


mong the some 6,000 foreign students in eee and 7,000 nes students 
n Argentina. : 


An expanded publications programme concentrating largely on the provision 
Eiliterature for Africa’ and Latin America. 


A series of "Frontier Study and Service Projects", one of which will send 
n:international, interracial team of six to Knoxville, Tenn., for two years. 
ts members, while engaged in a variety of jobs, will "work for Christian. 
econciliation between races in a community where segregation has long been 
n accepted pattern", 
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sonnel and funds are channelled from churches to Student Christian Movements , 


{ 
| 
. bp * 
i ~ An expansion of the Ecumenical Assistance Programme, through which per- 
and between SCMs. 

} 


-~ Annual meetings of a WSCF Political Commission, and study of the’ concrete 
| issues now facing SCMs. These include the use of violence, the relationshiy 
. between the Gospel and various political ideologies, and the role of the SCM 
as it acts politically with secular political movements. 


I Concerning intercommunion, the Committee recognized that ee can be mee 
| full and final solution ... until our churches are fully and finally united 
| in faith, ... and. that no advance can be made by any sort of unilateral 

i decision on the part of the WSCF", 


a _ It therefore envisaged a "pastoral approach" by which’ decisions in any situ- 
. ation "will be based on a pastoral assessment by the appropriate authorities 
in the churches of the readiness and maturity in Christ of the particular 
people and situation involved, and in which the practice adopted will never 
be more than partial and temporary. . Further, it must be so arranged as to 
Pt contribute to the building up of the total community rather than to its 
further division," 


) The Committee urged all SCMs to bring this question continually to the 
Ht attention of the church authorities, and appealed to the churches to re- 
4 examine their positions and to take seriously any requests which come to 
. them. EPS, Geneva 


(Participants in the WSCF meeting came from 54 countries around the world 


. and not just from South American countries as erroneously stated in last 
| week's EPS. ) 


i NCC LEADER SAYS "DETERMINATION" 
P| OF SLAIN RIGHTS WORKERS LIVES oN 


(New York) - Discovery of the bodies of three young civil rights workers in 
I Mississippi was not the final chapter in their lives, a leader of National 
. Council of Churches! involvement in the Summer Student Project said here. 


4 "These people live - their spirit lives - their determination lives", the’ 
| 


Rev. Arthur Thomas declared at a press conference in the Overseas Press 
Club here. 


| The effect of the "sacrifice" of the two New York City white men and a 

| Mississippi Negro companion: will be "felt for years to come" as the struggle 

for racial justice continues, the young clergyman said aS he and Dr. Robert 
We. Spike, director of the NCC's Gommission on Religion and Race, outlined 

the status of the civil rights project. ; 


Federal Bureau of Investigation agents discovered the three bodies in a deep 
grave hidden in thick underbrush near Philadelphia, Miss., where the trio 
was last seen on June 21, 


The young men were working in Mississippi under the direction of the Council 
| of Federated Organizations, which comprises four major civil rights groups, 
and earlier had attended training and orientation sessions conducted by the 
National Council at Western College for Women, Oxford, Ohio. . 

‘ | ee _ EPS, Reman 
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TWO ECUMENICAL DRAMAS BY AMERICAN 
“PLAYWRITE WILL BE PERFORMED SAME DAY 


(New York), - Ecumenical religious drama will be in the forefront of 
theatre news in two areas of the USA on Friday; August 21. 


Two organizations - one Roman Catholic and one Lutheran - will produce plays 
on that date, both of them written by the Rev. Malcolm Boyd, Protestant 
“Episcopal chaplain at Wayne State University, Detroit,. Mich... 


The Roman Catholic organiza ion "Gursillo" meeting in Lansing, Mich., will 
present "The Community", a study of the problems of renewal of the contemp- 
orary church. 


A national meeting of 12,000 Lutheran students in Detroit will see "The Boy 
- an Experience in the NIRS, for Identity", a one act play on the theme of 
race relations. 


Mr. Boyd currently is presenting a series of lectures on the theatre and 
films at a three-weeks' course for some 70 theology students from 24 coun~ 
tries at the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council: of Churches, near 
Geneva, Switzerland. ‘EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The YWCA in Tokyo provided summer vacations for 120 mothers working. in snall 
factories or as daily manual laborers, .and others in "unfortunate living . | | 
conditions" at & home along the seacoast of Tokyo. At the conclusion of 

their vacation the mothers were given money equivalent to the salaries they 

would have earned during the period. 


* * * 


Twenty-eight young American college graduates have completed a special 
orientation course and have left for’a two-year job with the Voluntary” 
International Service Assignment (VISA) programme of the American: Friends 

Service Committee. *iMost are going to projects in Africa, India, and Guatemala, 

but this fall, for the first time, VISA teams will work in anti- poverty 

programmes in the Southern states of the U.S.A. 


* * % 


Fen American dlergymen of the United Church of Christ climaxed. nowy menth- long. 
visit to German churches and church institutions by conferring with East 
German church leaders and attending a reception in Hast Berlin. They earlier 
had met with West Berlin church leaders. The American churchmen were return- 
ing the visit of a group of German pastors who were guests of the United 
Church last years 


* % * 


St. Albert's Dominican College, a Roman Catholic seminary in Oakland, 
California, (USA), has become affiliated with the Graduate Theological. Union 
in the same city which represents five Protestant seminaries pooling ‘their 
resources in post-graduate programmes of religious education. ’ 
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The Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Society, Bangalore, 

has taken over the responsibility of editing the Guardian, a weekly Christian 
paper founded in 1851 to help interpret political, social, and cultural events 
from the Indian Christian point of view. The chief editor is Mr. M.M. 
Thomas, Institute director. ! 


* * 

The Anglican and Methodist churches in the Republic of South Africa "pursuing : 
the general desire for closer acquaintance" have agreed to pRpn ene observers 
at the Synod level. 


* * * 
The German branch of the International Fellowship of Reconciliation marked 


the 50th. anniversary of its founding at a recent observance in Cologne. 
Both German and overseas leaders of the Fellowship attended. 


*¥ * * 
A new building which will serve both as parsonage and congregation centre ~ 
the gift of the Lutheran Church in Finland - was recently dedicated in the 


village of Gehlberg, Thuringia, bast Germany. It was the first parsonage 
for the village church in 150 years. 


* * * 
Protestant theologians of some 10 French-speaking African countries are. 
meeting in Cotonou, Dahomey, to study "the task of Christians facing rapid 


social change" on the continent. several Protestant theologians from France 
are taking part. ‘aa 


eS 3 * 


The Roman Catholic hierarchy of Chile has vigorously opposed a proposed law 
which would permit divorce. 


*¥ & * 


The Lutheran congregation in Falun, Sweden, has asked church authorities to 
appoint a woman minister to serve in the parish. The church already has 


- seven men pastors. The request was made because "certain essepirende ses 


functions" can best be fulfilled by a woman, 
—¥ * * 


Study of a new constitution for an independent Mennonite Church in the Congo 
was the main order of business at a recent General Assembly of the church in 
Mutena. The majority of the delegates present were Congolese. several 
missionaries also attended. The assembly elected the Rev. David Ngongo, of : 


Nyanga, as president. 


Cay le le tean dora 


The World Diaconate of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands is financing 
the work of a social welfare specialist in the slums of Port Harcourt, 
Nigeria, for four years. A group of Dutch businessmen in Port Harcourt 
also is contributing substantially to the plan. 


¥ * ee 


The Baptist Missionary Society, with headquarters in London, is seeking 


-£100,000 ($300,000) over a two-year period for the improvement and. extension 


of Nes medical mission work in India, East Pakistan, and the Congo. It 
also is appealing for more missionary personnel. EPS, Geneva 
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DOCUMENT 


Following is the statement issued by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches, regarding 
the first Encyclical of Pope Paul VI. 


It is too early to make more than first provisional remarks on this long 
and important Encyclical which I have only received today. At the moment 
I will only say three things about its significance for the inter-church 
situations 


1 It is encouraging that Pope Paul VI emphasizes so strongly the 
necessity of dialogue with Christians who do not belong to the Roman 
Catholic Church. 


cae The concept of dialogue which the Encyclical develops is not quite 
the same as that which we have used and practised for many years in the 
ecumenical movement. According to the Encyclical dialogue is mainly a 
form of communication of the truth which the Roman Catholic Church holds. 
We understand dialogue above all as a process of sharing in which all 
receive and give and in which all are enriched and transformed. 


3. The Encyclical emphasizes strongly that the primacy of the Pope is 
both with regard to the faith and to the structure of the Church the key 
problem in the relation of the Roman Catholic Church to the other churches. 
For the clarity and honesty of the inter-church discussion it is useful 
that this is stated so definitely. But this shows at the same time that 
we are yet far from the day of full unity, for none of the non-Roman 
churches accepts the view that recognition of the universal jurisdiction 
of the Papacy is an indispensable criterion for church union. In other 
words, the appearance of this Encyclical helps to show that what can be 
done at present is to establish better relationships between the Roman 
Catholic and other churches rather than to make any considerable advance 
to the union between the Roman Catholic and other churches. 
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FAITH AND ORDER LEADERS CHALLENGED 
TO PRODUCE "CONCRETE RESULTS" 


(Aarhus, Denmark) - A World Council of Churches official said here that the 
ecumenical movement has come to the point where it must "concern itself iner- 
easingly with particular questions involving decisions that will basically 
influence the life of the churches". 


Dr. Lukas Vischer, research secretary of the WCC's Department of Faith and 
Order declared: ‘''We cannot go on for decades talking of meeting, dialogue, 
conversation, and better understanding. Unless concrete results follow, 


joy in the ecumenical movement must turn to disappointment." 
& 


Dr. Vischer addressed some 150 participants at an opening session of a meeting 
of the WCC's Commission on Faith and Order convened here, August 15-27. 

The 85 official delegates represent 82 churches in 44 countries. Also pre- 
sent are observers from the Roman Catholic Church and from the Serbian 
Orthodox Church. 


In his address titled "Faith and Order ... The Beginning of a New Period", 
Dr. Vischer noted that the "faith and order movement now runs practically 
through the whole of Christendom, with the unfortunate exoeption of conser- 
vative evangelicals, whose voice is not yet sufficiently heard". 


He added also that there is "a real need for the World Council to set up its 
own institute for ecumenical research", But despite progress, he noted, 
much of the work already done is not being sufficiently used and "discussions 
keep on starting at the beginning". 
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He said Faith and Order's job must be carried on not only through theological 
commissions, but also at various other levels, especially through bilateral 
conversation, e.g., between Orthodox and non-Orthodox churches, or between 
Lutheran and Reformed churches, in regional conferences, 


He also suggested that study commissions should be given clearer and more 
definite mandates; and that reports should be presented maimly in the form 
of short theses; and that reports for action should be directed to and 
through the WCC Commission, rather than to great world conferences". 


WCC general secretary, Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, said that the work:of Faith 
and Order had proceeded from an early belief that rapid advance would be 
possible to clearer recognition of the depth of the issues to be faced, 

He said the present dilemma rests in the fact that "while we recognize more 
than ever the reality of barriers to be overcome ... we equally perceive 

our need to engage in practical action towards unity. The. ecumenical move- 
ment, while maintaining the autonomy of the churches, yet calls for real 
commitment -in the search for unity." 


The Commission's ‘chairman, Dr. Paul Minear of .Yale Divinity aaheois New Haven, 
Conn., USA, commenting on the increasing difficulty and complexity of the 
task noted that "new and ‘costly efforts of understanding and imagination 

are necessary". BPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX .THEOLOQGIANS 
MEET IN DENMARK 


(Aarhus,..Denmark).-=. A small unofficial .consultation.of..theologians -belanging 
to those Eastern Orthodox churches acknowledging the first seven Ecumenical 
Councils and those accepting only three (often called Monophysites) took 
place last week at Aarhus University, Denmark. 


The fifteen participants, some of whom were bishops, discussed the issue of 


the definition of Christology, which has divided the two groups of ¢hurches 
for some fifteen centuries since the iat of Chalcedon held: in the year 
eae a ee 


A communiqué said the spirit of the meeting was "extremely irenic and sev- 
eral misunderstandings were cleared up in free and frank discussion. Con- 


siderable progress was achieved towards mutual agreement in the central 
dogmatic issue". 


The full minutes of the conversations will first be submitted to. the govern 
ing bodies of the Orthodox churches and after that, will be published and 
made available for general use. ‘Further stepe ye continuing these con- 
versations will be discussed by the churches themselves. 


Participants belonged to the following churches: The Ecumenical Patriarchate 
of Constantinople; the Coptic Orthodox Church of Egypt; the Russian 
Orthodox Church; the Syrian Orthodox Church; the Orthodox Church of Gréece; 
the Ethiopian Orétiodox Church; the Armenian Orthodox Church; the Russian 
Orthodox Greek Catholic Chaney of North America; the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America and the Reena, Orthodox Church in India. 


~ EPS, Geneva 
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TENSIONS IN NORTH SUDAN 
CITED BY LAY MISSIONARY 


(Detroit) - A young American Roman Catholic layman who recently returned 
from a’ three-year teaching assignment in northern Sudan - where some 
"western missionaries" are still permitted - has called "constant mental 
tension" the greatest difficulty facing missionaries there. 


"The missionaries are under constant threat from the government" said 
Fdward Andary, “and must be always alert not to offer any excuse, no matter . 
how illogical, to give the authorities a chance to movee'!' EPS, Geneva 


LAY PARTICIPATION IN MASS 
IGNORED, PRIEST CHARGES 


(Notre Dame) - A Roman Catholic priest who is a leader in the liturgical 
reform movement said here that inauguration of active lay participation in 
the Mass, called for in the Vatican Council's liturgical reforms, Lesa 
large measure" being ignored or postponed. | 


Father Francis Syrianey of St. Pius X Church, Aurora, Colo.-, said that 
hesitancy in implementing this reform is a "sad commentary on the failure 
of American parishes to accept what is obviously the mind of the church". 


Writing in the August 22 issue of Ave Maria, national Catholic weekly, the 
priest attributed this non-acceptance to "open hostility and Pictou ler om 
the part of some pastors and to apathy by the Laity. 


He urged an immediate programme to help the laity understand the meaning 
and importance of the Mass. ar eed ae 


"By realizing what it means to be intimately associated with one another 
‘in the Mass",he said, "we are intimately associated with Christ", and 'we 
have the beginning of a truly operative Christian spirit." EPS, Geneva 


“NEW AUSTRALIAN SYLLABUS 
STRESSES ETHICS, NOT RELIGION 


(Melbourne) - A new syllabus issued to state primary schools by the 
Education; Department of the New South Wales Government said that "public 
education can no longer emphasize a single system of religion as the basie 

Gtesethscalanetruction. 


It said the new syllabus is not concerned "with teaching Christianity or 
Judaism", but "will seek to, bring out worthy ethical principles shared by 
all men", and to "develop tolerance of all religions". 


The previous syllabus issued in 1959 had underlined that Christianity was 
not only part of Australia's cultural heritage, "but also gives meaning and 
purpose to our way of life". EPS, Geneva 
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NCC SENDS MORE RIGHTS WORKERS 
TO MISSISSIPPI 


(Jackson, Miss. ) a AN SMterveactal ) SPouD On a ministers and laymen has 
arrived here to work in civil rights programmes. The group was recruited 
from nine churches in 13 states by the National Council of Churches. 


They will work in 20 communities where CORFO, a federation of civil rights 
agencies, has projects. These include the "Freedom Schools! which teach 
basic school subjects, as well as political science and Negro history} 


"Freedom Community Centres"; and voter registration activities which help 


prepare Negroes for state registration tests. 


In addition, some will go to communities where a special ministry of 
reconciliation under NCC auspices is underway within the white community. 

At Hattiesburg and Canton Christian laymen are working to encourage communi- 
cation among whites, who are faced with social and economic pressure for 


advocating equal rights for Negroes. 


The group brings to 208 ‘the number on persons who have participated tmnder 
NCC auspices in these projects since June'l. They come from 13 Protestant 
churches, and also include Roman Catholic and Jewish volunteers. 


Other race relations ‘developments in the USA last week included: » 


- The Methodist Board of. Missions announced it has advanced $10, 000 to 
each of two Negro congregations in Mississippi to rebuild their churches 
which were burned to the ground. earlier this year by TACLSUS+ 


- Two'Mississippi newspapers published an editorial pointedly question- 
ing the absence of "white Christian" reaction to these church burnings. In 
the same editorial the two ~ the Lexington Advertiser and the Delta 
Demoorat-Times of Greenville, declareds "Don't the ministers of God who 
pastor to white flocks see the disturbing possibility that if the barbarians 
attack one group of churches today, they, may attack all churches tomorrow?" 


s Die Ceombeonnmetts editor ‘of The Lutheran, said white treatment of 
the Negro in the USA was "exactly what the Nazis did to the Jews" and that 
it "has been done so steadily, over such a long Pet oe of es that we may 
fail to see the resemblance". 


- A lawyer's organization took legal action to block ES of 16 
Mississippi laws which it alleged are designed to "intimidate and coerce" 


civil rights workers: The organization - the Lewyers Constitutional Defence 


Committee - is supported by the National Council of Churches and prominent 
Jewish and Roman Catholic leaders. 


. - The Roman Catholic Church in Mississippi ordered the beginning of the 
dese gregation of all its schools: ‘in the sad de seas Geneva 


VATICAN RADIO SEES APPROVAL 
OF CHRISTIAN UNITY SCHEMA 


(Vatican City) - The schema on ecumenism or Christian unity is "likely to be 
approved without substantial amendments by the immense majority of the 
Council Fathers" when the Second Vatican Council convenes for its third 
session September 14, Vatican Radio stated. 


It said its prediction was based on assurances by Augustin Cardinal Bea, 
president of the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, and other 
sponsors of the schema. 


The schema, one of 13 before the Council, includes two declarations or 
appendices - one on religious liberty and the other on Jews and non- 
Christians. et at Geneva 
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MOSCOW RADIO DEFENDS 
TREATMENT OF JEWS 


(Moscow): - Moscow Radio, in an English language programme beamed to the 
United States, broadcast a long denial of charges that Jews in the USSR 
are persecuted and their cultural life stifled. ; 


It said that every year "hundreds of Jewish concerts are held throughout 
the USSR", many. Jewish songs are heard on the radio, a magazine in Yiddish 
can be bought anywhere in the country, and the works of Jewish writers 
have been published in the 15 languages used in the Soviet Union. It said 
a total of 187 books by 80 Jewish writers have been published in the last 
few years. . 


Speaking of anti-Jewish religious persecution, the broadcast said: 


"Those who are religious can, of course, go to the synagogue, because 
there are synegogues in most of our major cities. But we must keep in 
mind, when speaking of religion, that most of the Soviet people are 
atheists...and naturally, most of the Jewish people in the Soviet Union 
are atheists, too.” 


In a parting comment, the broadcast counter-charged that "meanwhile Jews 
are- discriminated against in many cases in the so-called free world. Let 
us not forget the existence of anti-Semitic organizations in Americay,y. West 
Germany and. elsewhere in the free WiC a! 


Last week the International Commission of Jurists in a study on economic 
crimes claimed that an "insidious and sometimes subtle propaganda campaign" 
is being directed against Russian Jews. <A report published in the 
Commission's journal said this compaign is directed against the Jewish 
people of the Soviet Union specifically against those charged with economic 
crimes, and also against the supposed general characteristics of Jews that 
have been reiterated for centuries." 


But it said while "there is anti-Semitism in the Soviet Unione.» there is 
not sufficient to warrant an accusation of organized discrimination of 
persecution......" 


Tt noted that the religious difficulties faced by Russian Jews are similar 
to those faced by people of other faiths in the USSR because "spiritual 
ties that run counter to the tenets of atheistic ommunism have long been 
diecouragca: 9 ~ | . EPS, Geneva 
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FORMER CUBAN CHURCH DEADER SAYS on 
‘COMMUNISM GAINS BY CHURCH'S FAILURE : : 


(Montreat, N.C.) - A Seminzry president who left Cuba two years ago said 
here that millions have been attracted to communism because of the failure 
of the Christian church. ey . ist 

Dr. Alfonso Rodriguez, fowmer president of Union Theological Seminary, 
Matanzas, Cuba, said that many persons, especially youth, have: beer 
attracted to communism either because the Christian faith has not been 
properly interpreted or because the church has failed "to meet the 
challenge of the present world revolution with an effective programme of 
Christian action, based on the social, economic and political implications 
of the gospel." 


Dr. Rodriguez.is now associate director of the Spanish American Department, 
United Presbyterian U.S.A. Board of National Missions, New York. om 
j EPS, Geneva 
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ATHEISTS FACH PROBLEMS 
IN USSR 


(Moscow) - An article in a recent issue of the Soviet atheist periodical 
Nauca i Religia (Science and Religion) illustrates somé of the problems 
the USSR government is having in promoting atheism. 


It tells the story of -a journalist assigned to report on the effects of an 
atheistic compaign in a certain village. 


"On the bus ride from the city", the periodical reported, "the journalist 

realized that the public transportation facilities were overtaxed; the 
reason for this was that the church in the city had been transferred to the 
village and the inhabitants from the city were going en nasse to the village 
to take part in worship services there. 


"Next the journalist visited. the city of Volzhsk a lad et the local 
atheistic propaganda society. - He found the office closed because the clerk 
was studying for admission examinations for the theological academy...." 


The publication said this state of affairs had led the government to step 
up its campaign and that in 1963 it distributed 660,000 atheistic propa- 
ganda brochures as compared with 84,000 in 1956. Four new, full-length, 
anti-religious films are also in production, two of which are directed 
especially to youth. 3 d EPS, Geneva 


LUMPA SECT LEADER IN CUSTODY 
ASKS FOLLOWERS TO END UPRISING 


(Lusaka, No. Rhodesia) - Alic2 Lenshina, leader. of the outlawed Lumpa sect 
has- surrendered and called upon her followers to cease their resistance to 
government forces. 


Prime Minister Kenneth Kaunda tcatiea had ordered that there be "no | 
reprisals" against the Lumpa famatics who waged "a holy war" which cost 
more than 500 lives in the last three weeks. A 


The self-styled "prophetess", who claimed she had arisen from the dead, was 
said. to be in custody with her husband and two of her five children. 


‘The "prophetess" had exhorted her followers - armed with spears and clubs 
~ to brave the fire of troops armed with automatic weapons, offering them 
a "passport to heaven" for their sacrifice. The number of her followers 
was variously estimated at between 25,000 and 100,000. 


A study of the sect in 1958 showed it to be a reformist group which definea 
itself in the first of 12 "commandments" as an organization "in which to 
worship God and his Son Jesus Christ. It is not an organization to make 
unruly behaviour with laws of the country." These commandments also . 
forbid racial discrimination, witchcraft, drink, smoking, and polygamy. 

The complex factors which led it to turn to its present fanaticism are not 
clear. EPS, Geneva 
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UN PRESIDENT RECEIVES 
WCC CYPRUS STATEMENT 


(New York) - An official of the World Council of Churches has sent:-a letter 
transmitting the World Council of Churches! resolution supporting United 
Nations action in the Cyprus crisis to the President of the UN security 
Council. 


Dx, Os Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the pitennes on Inter- 
national Affairs and associate general secretary of the World Council, trans- 
mitted to Mr. Sivert A. Nielsen, president of the Security Council, the 
resolution adopted at the recent meeting of the Executive Comal etee of the 
World Council in Tutzing, Germany. ~° (EPS No. 29), 


The resolution expressed deep coneern for the increasing gravity of the Cyprus 
Situation and "in view of the threat to international peace and to justice 

for the people of Cyprus of whatever community, requests the officers to 
support the continuation of United Nations action in the interest of peace 

and justice", 


Copies of the resolution also went to Archbishop Makarios, the president of 

Cyprus; the foreign ministers of Greece and Turkey, and to the permanent 

representatives to the UN of Cyprus, Greece, and Turkey, as well as to all : 

members of the Security Council and the UN General Secretary. | 
EPS, Geneva : 


LUTHERAN IMMIGRATION SERVICE 
BACKS REVISION IN LAW . oe : 


(Washington) - Proposed revision of US immigration policy under consideration 

by a Congressional sub-committee was supported here by the Lutheran Immigration : 
Service (LIS) as a "significant step forward in developing a non-discrimin- : 
atory and more compassionate" law. 


Testifying before the House Judiciary Sub-committee on Immigration and 
Nationality, LIS director Donald BE. Anderson emphasised the long background 
of Lutheran interest in revising the national origins quota system. 


The Lutheran agency is jointly supported by wet National Lutheran Council 
and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 


Mr. Anderson pointed out that denominational interest in the proposed rev- 
ision, which would accept immigrants on a "first come, first served" basis,.. 
goes beyond denominational self-interest since most Lutheran immigrants have 
come from.northern European: and eoandi ney Lad countries favoured by the nation- 
al origins quota system, 


the same opposition to racial injustice that backed the oivil rights law 
should. now be harnessed ine revise the USA's national immigration pee y 
= EPS, Geneva - 
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Last week The Christian Century, the influential ecumenical on ie said that 
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PAPAL AUDIENCE FOR THREE 
AMBRICAN PRESBYTERIAN LEADERS 


(Rome) - Dr. Edler G. Hawkins, New York, modérator of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA, was received in private audience by His Holiness Pope Paul 
VI at his summer residence at Castel Gondolfo, near here, Monday, August 17. ‘ 


Dr. Hawkins was accompanied by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, Philadelphia, Pa., 
stated clerk, and by Ruling Elder Richard L. Davies, Washington, D.C., lay.” 
chairman of the church's Committee on Ecumenical Relations, : : : 


The audience, which lasted about 20 minutes, was arranged through the Vatican. 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. Ket iho 


A communiqué said the conversations were "friendly and brotherly", and that 
the Pope had expressed great concern for the civil rights struggle in the 
USA and his satisfaction that Christian churches of all traditions were 
working together for racial justice. . 


While in Rome the Presbyterian leaders also visited with leaders of the 
Waldensian Church and worshipped with the Waldensian congregation on Sunday 


morning, ° 


The visit to.Rome was part of a series Dr.. Hawkins is making to other churches 
Within recent weeks he has travelled in Africa and the Middle Bast. © He came 
to Rome directly from the meeting of the 19th General Council of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches in Frankfurt, Germany. HPS, Geneva 


METHODIST MINISTER TO WORK 
IN ANGLICAN CHURCH 


(London) -~ The Rev. Ray Billington, 34,:a Methodist minister, will join the 
staff of the Anglican Church at Woolwich, Londons. . He will remain a Meth- 
odist minister, : 


The "experiment in ecumenical partnership" has the full backing of Methodist 
and Anglican officials, Mr. Billington will carry out-all. normal. parish — 
duties except those which can’ be performed only by an Anglican priest. He 
will not be authorized to officiate at Holy Communion, baptisms, or marriages, 
or to pronounce the absolution, but he’ will be free to preach at all services, 
including the Holy Communion. 


The Church Times comented editorially: "The main question is whether those 
responsible for this experiment have really stopped to consider its implic- 
ations for the cause of Anglican-Methodist reunion. | Thé Church Times has 
not wavered in its support for that cause. But this impatient attempt to 
jump the gun, while the proposals for reunion are still undér consideration 
and the issne is much in doubt, is calculated to do more:harm than good. 


It will not only. puzzle Anglicans, It must dismay many Methodists who, 
on reflection, will see one of their ordained ministers welcomed by the Church 
of England with one hand and with the other treated (as is inevitable at 
present) as if he were not ordained at all but a layman. Will this really 
promote the cause which all concerned have genuinely at heart ?" | 

BPS, Geneva 
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MALAYSIAN YOUTH 
HOLD FIRST ASSEMBLY 


(Ipoh, Malaysia) Ms Forty youth, including six Roman Catholic young people, 
attended the recent first Youth Assembly of the Malaysian Christian Council. 
Theme of the seven-day meeting was "Christ the Life". 


The number of participants, who came from a total of sewen churches, was 
limited because the meeting was an experimental one for youth in this part of 
the world and because of last minute changes in school vacations following 
the communal riots in Singapore. 


The Roman Catholic delegates shared fully in the conference. One was a 
Bible study group leader and another gave the sermon ata morning worship 
service. Adult Roman Catholic leaders also took part. 


The member churches of the Malaysian Christian Council had authorized the 
celebration of the Sacrament at the Assembly. With the full permission of 
their church the Roman Catholic youth attended the communion service, although 
it had been previously agreed that they would not receive the Sacrament. 


"This was the first time in Asia that we have had such full Roman Catholic 
participation", said the Rev. Alan Brash, Inter-CGhurch Aid Secretary of the 
Hast Asia Christian Conference. "I+ was made clear at the outset that in 
our Biblé studies we would be as frank in our discussions of theological 
issues with the Roman Catholics as we were with each other; but we were here 
not primarily to discuss such issues, but to pray together for the Church in 
Malaysia, and to listen together to what God was saying to us through His 
Word. It was a surprising and disturbing and enriching experience for us 
ali, 


"It would be sentimental and foolish to think that we have solved any of the 
great and deep issues between our churches, These remain; but we are 
meeting one another as people, as people of Jesus Christ." 


The Assembly was a preparatory meeting for the Asian Christian Youth Assembly 
to be held in December in the Philippines, EPS, Geneva 


POPE PAUL MOVES TO 
MODERNISE CURIA 


(Rome ) - Pope Paul VI has reportedly taken the first preparatory steps towards 
modernising the Roman Curia, the central administrative organization of the 
Roman Catholic Church, 


This took the form of a little-publicised letter from Amletto Cardinal 
Cicognani,. Papal secretary of state, sent in the late spring in the Popels 
name to the 11 curial congregations and many lesser secretariats and -offices. 


The letter asked the prelates to submit their own suggestions for reorganiz- 
ing their areas of responsibility in the spirit of "aggiornamento' (updating), 
Pope John XXIII's word for the effort to prepare the church for more effec- 
tive dialogue with the modern world. . 


The letter named Francesco Cardinal Roberti, 75-year-old prefect of the 
Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signature, the Holy See's court of appeals, 
to head a committee on curial reorganisation, ~~~ EPS, Geneva 
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MIXED REACTIONS TO 
NEW ENCYCLICAL 


(Geneva) - Pope Paul VI's first Encyclical, Ecclesia Suam, published this 
month has provoked comments in the religious and secular Prasss and from 
dJeaders of several churches. 


Archbishop lIakovos, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America,. expressed "mixed feelings" about the Encyclical which he said tries 
"to reconcile the courageous ecumenism of John XXITIL with the traditional 
Roman Catholic ecumenism".- . 


The Encyclical, he said, "introduces the term !unificatio! as a substitute 
for unity or union", .for the Pope "seems to have come to the conclusion 

that ‘unificatio!-or cooperation with other Christian churches is the pole: 
practical target at which unity-inspired Christian endeavours should. aim at 


resent! 
he Archbishop commented that the Encyclical thus introduces "a new concept 


of dialogue or relationship with all Christian and non-Christian DE CLMN 
tinged with a-very peculiar solution of syncretism", MaRS 


Dr. Stanley I. Stuber, New York, formerly executive secretary of the Missouri 

Council of Churches, now head of Association Press, commented that if 

Protestants can feel encouraged about some elements in the Encyclical "they 

must continue to remain distressed over the emphasis placed upon papal pri- 
macy which is one of: the chief stumbling blocks to. Christian unity". 


The Guardian, the ‘influential British daily, described the Encyclical as 
"cautious, plodding, and restrained". ° It noted as its most negative aspect 
"the claim ’,.. that the initiative in restoring unity among the churches 

was taken by the Roman Church" and commented that the Pope "can hardly be 
unaware of the history and origin of the World Council of Churches", 


The Guardian ‘und erlined as "most significant" the reference of the Encyclical 
to the next meeting of the Vatican Council and the Pope's statement that 
he will refrain from making any pronouncement ‘on the issues which will come 


“pefore the: Counes4 3 


The Church Times, official journal of the Chureh' of Bhevand stated editorial 
that "there can be no doubt of the sharp difference of tone and substance 
between Pope Paul's first Encyclical letter ... and the utterances of his 
predecessor in office, the late Pope John. In spite of many passages of 
careful charity in his letter, Pope Paul has gone out of his way to insist 
on the great gulfs which Be Anette Christianity from communism and nae e 
Catholicism: from the rest of Christendom." ; 


A New York Times editorial pointed to the same SHAE nthough the 
Encyclical reflects many of the ideas championed by Pope John, its overall 
tone was considered to be more caonservative", it said. However, it added, 
"Paul'ts position may become clearer after the Ecumenical Council reconvenes 
in its third session", 


Communist and left-wing newspapers also give attention to the Encyclical, 
Unita, the organ of the Italian Communist party, minimized the condemnation ¢ 
communism made by the Pope, and said that the Encyclical has a higher purposs 
- namely, "to indicate ways and means of strengthening and renewing in modera: 
the life of the Church", It added: "The most important point seems to us 

the fact that (the Pope) ... does not.prescribe how to turn the tide, or how 
to stop the ferment which in resent years has penetrated a large part of the 
Catholic world." The left-wing French daily Liberation, said the Encyclical 
aimed at "a difificult synthesis between Pius XII and John XXIII. It looks © 
as if Paul VI, afraid of the boldness of his predecessor, is trying without | 
totally disavowing John XXIII to tone down, to say the least, some of his 

positions which had opened interesting possibilities of rapprochement betwee 
believers and unbelievers for the peace of the world." EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS WILL STUDY 
FAMILY'S "DIMINISHING} ROLE 


(Berlin) -~ The "apparently diminishing"”-role of the family in Christian 
education and ways in which the churches are coping with changes in 
family life will be the subject of a major new ecumenical study. 


The plans were approved by an international group cf 24 Christian educators 
convened here for the first meeting of the Study Commission on Education 
sponsored jointly by the World Council of Churches and the World Council 
of Christian Education. © 


The Commission also approved plans for a series of pilot projects in 
different continents designed to strengthen "the educational structure of 
the congregation" and to seek answers to such practical problems as "the 
PGewe (ule Laity in. the educational massion of the church". 


Another project approved by the Commission will make a series of sample 
studies to focus attention on how Christian education institutions are 
dealing with problems of "strained resources, changed purposes, diminished 
standing, and personal need". 


The recomuendations approved by the full Study Commission grew out of 
discussions of three working groups. These dealt with: 


1) "what do we mean by education and what is our Christian view of the 
man who is being educated?" 


Pee role or Christian inetyitusions inv changing political and social 
eee EONS 3 and. 


3.) the churches work in education and wa Ws in which they are adapting 
themselves to changing demands and new opportunities. 


Before dividing into the working groups the meeting heard reports of the 
educational scene in various countries and statements on the programmes 
and policies of the Lutheran, Orthodox, conservative Evangelical, and 
Roman Catholic churches. 


Participants came from England, Nigeria, Lebanon, Japan, Germany, India, 
the Caribbean, Norway y Netherlands, Czechoslovakia, Formosa, and the 

USA. Observers were present from the Roman Catholic Church, UNESCO, the 
World Young Women's Christian Association, and the World Sanaans Christian 
Federation. EPS, Geneva 


HEBREW-CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
CONFEMNS RACISM 


(Copenhagen) - At their recent Executive Committee meeting held in 

Denmark, the International Hebrew Christian Alliance "resolved to tell 

the Government of South Africa that, both as belonging to a people who 

throughout the centuries had suffered greatly through racial descrimination, 

--and.as followers of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of all men, this Alliance is 
‘bound to protest against the sin of racial discrimination wherever it is 

found". 


It said it"must therefore urge upon the Government and people of South 
Africa the abandonment of its policy of apartheid, which makes a 
distinction between man and man, althougi. they are equal in the sight of 
God, and is a violation of Christian doctrine and of the Charter of Human 
Rights adopted by the United Nations". EPS, Geneva 
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PORTUGUESE VISA POLICY SEEN 
FRUSTRATING WORK IN ANGOLA 


(Toronto) - The United Church Observer has challenged Portuguese officials 
to establish a more liberal visa policy. 


The journal, the official organ of the United Church of Canada, said a meet- 
ing of the church officials with Portuguese officials in Lisbon a few weeks 
ago was.supposed to have eased the situation. 


"The representatives were assured a more liberal visa policy was to be 
adopted", the Observer said, "It was in order, they were told, for’ mission- 
aries in Angola to apply for re-entry visas .so they might come out for a 
furlough, and for former missionaries and new appointees to apply for visas 
to go to Angola. 


It said a few visas had been issued but that three US missionaries and an 
unspecified number of Canadians had been refused. HPS, Geneva 


PROGRESS TOWARDS UNITED 
CHURCH OF NIGERIA 


(Onitsha, Nigeria) - Plans are nearing completion for a United Church of 
Nigeria embracing Anglicans, Methodists, and Presbyterians. 


Anglican Archbishop C. J. Patterson of West Africa reported here that all 
seven of the Anglican dioceses concerned have voted "overwhelmingly" in 
fayour of the scheme. No dissident votes were cast and six of the seven 
dioceses recorded a unanimous vote. 


The Methodist and Presbyterian churches of Nigeria had previously assented 
to the union in the first of two votes required, Their second vote on 

the issue will be taken in January, 1965 and these are expected to confirm 
union plans. ah ae 


Formation of the new body, which would unite some 400,000 Anglicans with 

Methodist and Presbyterian churches having about 100,000 members each, is 

provisionally scheduled for December, 1965. - The Nigerian union plan is 

patterned after that of ‘the Church of South India, which in 1947 united — 

Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Congregational bodies, ‘ 
EPS, Geneva 


FAMILY PLANNING INFORMATION 
URGED FOR WELFARE CLIENTS 


(Newark, N.J.) = Representatives of the Greater Newark Council of Churches, 
Protestant Episcopal Diocese of Newark, and Presbytery of Newark have asked th: 
family planning: data be made available to welfare clients in an appeal before 
the Essex County Board of Freeholders, A spokesman explained that: the churcl 
groups believe that public welfare agencies should make family planning lit- 


erature available to clients "who ask for it", The organizations also belie. 


he added, that referrals should be made physicians and: family planning clinics 
when clients seek such referrals and that the services should be paid for by 
the public agencies, EPS, Geneva .~ 
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IN BRIEF 


The Rev. Charles Kimbulu, the first ordained African minister of the Central 
Congo Annual Conference (Methodist) has been awarded the World Outlook Medal 
of Honour for service to Methodism and the Christian Church as a whole, 
World Qutlook is the magazine published by the Board of Missions of The 
Methodist Church, USA. 


* xX * 
New Zealand's 30,000 Roman Catholic Maoris-will soon be able to hear portions 
of the Mass in their own language. Archbishop James A. Liston of Auckland 


announced that the Maori tongue also will be used in the administration of 
the sacraments. 


FMI TR rh TEE 


A Christian-Jewish Fraternal Council has been organized in Rio de Janeiro. 

It is patterned after similar organizations in Argentina, Uruguay, and Sao 

Paulo, Brazil, and will seek "a climate of mutual understanding and solid- 
arity among different religious groups", 


ee * * 


The publication and distribution of a "contemporary statement" on the Luth- 
eran doctrine of justification by faith has been approved by the Lutheran 
World Federation's Commission on Theology. The LWF's Fourth Assembly at 
Helsinki, Finland, August, 1963, was unable to reach unanimous agreement on 
the wording of the statement and had referred it to the theology commission. 


* * zat 


A new international student!s hostel will be opened in London in September. 
The hostel is being sponsored by a 25—member ecumenical committee composed 
of ministers and laymen from the Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian, and 
Baptist churches of the area and of representatives from the local 
educational institutions and industry and the British Council of Churches. 


*¥ * # 


Recent population statistics issued by the Indian government list the foll- 
owing major religious groups: Hindus 83.5%; Muslims 11%; Christians 2.49%; 
Sikhs 1,7%; Buddhists 0.7%; Jains 0.4%, Of the Christians, 55% were 
reported to be Catholics; 35% Protestants; and 10% Orthodox, 


* * * 


A translation of the Bible into Maltese will soon be published in Great 
Britain as a result of the efforts of Father saydon, Roman Catholic professor 
of Biblical studies at the Royal University of Malta. Maltese is spoken 

by some 300,00 people living on the island itself, and by about 120,000 
emigrants living in the United States, Canada, England, Australia, and 

North America, 


x + ¥* 
The Lutheran Church in America has appointed a special committee to study 


ways in which congregations may express their "concern, witness, and 
welcome" to Jews in the Community. 


* * * 


One million persons have visited the Protestant and Orthodox Pavilion at 


the New York World's Fair, EPS, Geneva 
x * ¥* 
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SPECIAL REPORT: 


PRESBYTERIAN ALLIANCE 
CONDEMNS RACIAL PREJUDICE 


(Frankfurt) - A strong call to all Christians to take an active part in the 
struggle for racial justice was made here by the 19th General Council of 
the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


The Alliance resolution declared that "the exclusion of: any person, on 
grounds of race, colour or nationality from any church, congregation, or 
part of the life of the Church contradicts the very nature of the Church’. 


NT n such. a case, the Gospel is actly obscured from tive world and the 
witness of the church made ineffective", it declared. "On the contrary, 
efforts within the Church of Christ to naan the. unity of all believers: 
in worship or other elements of church life help. the world to believe that’ 
Jesus is the One sent by the Father." 


- The resolution was adopted by an overwhelming majority eter a lively two- 
hour debate thus defeating amendments which would have considerably 
softened it. Only about 20 Ee the 400 delegates voted against it. 


One point which produced considerable debate declared: NGhristians are. 
Called to protest in the light of God's word not only in words, but in 
action and to participate in responsible efforts. A il a the via aca anaenm 
of racial justice and equality." 


This wording was questioned by Dr. We A. Landmann of the Dutch Rofapmad 
Church of the Cape Province, South Africa, who said it would encourage 
"revolutionary or semi-revolutionary" actions in South Africa. He offered 
an amendment that would have eliminated the words calling for "Christians 
to protest not only in words, but in action" the. existence of racial 
injustice. . 


Another section which Sohiouda debate declared: "At a moment when violence 
and revolutionary action are spreading; it is of-primary importance for 
the Church to. be prepared through serious theological: and political study 
$0.5. help its members face ne SR One Loy, such hard problems of. civil dis--- 
obedience or violent action.«" 


In response to delegates who.would- have amended this, Dr. eons Carson 
Blake, stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, said that 
the church must take "clear and decisive" action and that he hoped that 
responsible white delegates would not forget the provocations which have 
led to violence: by Negros. He warned that weakening of the resolution 
would: leave the General Council open to accusations of. "thinking white". 


Other sections of the six-page report which was titled "For the Redemption 
of the World",and was drafted by a committee headed by M. Philippe Maury , 
delegate of thé Reformed Church in France and director of the Department 
of Information of the World. Council of Churches, were devoted to consid- 
eration. of world peace, the work of the Holy Spirit in the secular world, 
and new forms of Christian ministry. 


‘Speaking of the work of the Holy Spirit the report declared that "God's 
activity is not limited to the Church. It encompasses the world. God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit has created the world and maintains it in His 

forbearance. .....-Even in the present situation when we speak of the 

_ world having become secular, God is at work..." 


ee ert 
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The report was one of four prepared by study sections and adopted by the 
Assembly. Following are highlights of the other three; 


"The Remaking of Man" - "The 'new man! in Christ is not a static entity, 
and his life cannot be described in terms of a state into which he enters. 
His life is rather a movement, a direction in the sense of the pilgrim's 
life of faith......The basic contrast between the 'old man! and the ‘new 
man' in Christ is the 'new man! no longer lives from his own resources... He 
no longer tries to justify himself, to thoast in the flesht. He -no longer 
has his centre of gravity in his own life....but he lives by the Spirit." 
But the report added: 


"We must confess that we are at a loss as to how to bear witness to the 


‘Spirit and His Work....that we do not know clearly how to understand the 


Spirit's work in the Church and its relation to the world... that we do not 
fully know where God has set the boundaries of Bis people." 


It recommended that the Alliance conduct a study of "the indispensable 
relation between Jesus Christ and the activity of the Spirit in the church 
and in the world...; the clear differentiation of the humanism of the Gospe 
from equally serious humanistic concerns of cultural and social movements.. 
and the practical effect of these issues on churches. 


“Worship and Witness" - The separation of Sunday worship and daily life 
"reduces worship to a mere exercise in pious egoism and introversion. To 
be firmly grasped by the Holy Spirit is to be guarded from such errors..." 
The report called for renewed obedience to the leading of the Holy Spirit, 
better preaching, more frequent celebrations of communion and more creative 
worship services. It said that "our 'Presbyterian order' has not prevented 
us from submerging the laity", and called for increased lay participation 
in the church. It advocated increased Bible and practical instruction of 
the laity as one means of solving the problem of over-dependence on 
ministerial leadership. It also urged "intensive study of Jewish-Christian 
relations aimed to bring these relations into the perspective of the 
covenant and renew our witness to the Messiahship of Jesus". | 


"The Calling of the Churches Together" - "We recognize...that there is only 


one Church..and the present disunited state of the Church is sinful. cose 
We recognize patholicity in those churches also which are divided from us, 
in that they too bear witness to the one Lord and the One Tau th via a athe 
toleration of disunity denies the meaning of our DEDTLSU Sees, Udine 
not uniformity. The Creator's gift of life bring with it a diversity which 
should find legitimate and rich expression in the Church, tbut..such 
diversity must never carry with it an exclusiveness which would deny our 
unity in Christ... The unity of the Church of Jesus Christ must be 
expressed in each place in which Christians live and .work..e.ee"' Speaking 
of ‘the role of the Alliance in the ecumenical movement, the report advocated 
support for the World Council of Churches and resolved "to avoid unnecessary 
duplication of work that can best be done" by the WCC. ; 


In other sessions the ten-day General Council meeting took these actions: 


-' Elected as president by unanimous vote Dr. Wilhelm Niesel, 61, of 
Wuppertal, West Germany, moderator of the Reformed Alliance of Germany and 
a member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. He will 
Serve until the next General Council meeting scheduled in five or six years. 
He succeeds Dr. RalbhW. Lloyd of the USA. 
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- Adopted a policy statement on Roman Catholicism welcoming "the new 
relationship that is now coming into being between the Roman Catholic and 
other Christian churches" as the fruit of "the Holy Spirit, working for the 
advancement of the whole Church". The Gouncil also endorsed an executive 
committee decision to send three observors to the next session of the Y%econd 
Vatican Council. 


- Approved a report pledging constant watchfulness in the cause of 
religious liberty and asking Alliance leaders to remind the Vatican 
Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian unity of the "great strain caused 
in ecumenical relations by present policy of practices of the (Roman 
Catholic) church with regard to mixed marriages in most countries and by the 
restrictions of liberty of worship, witness and by civil disabilities 
suffered by minority evanigelical ehuirches iin’ some ‘countriés....." 


- Approved a proposal urging a fixed date for Easter ‘and asked appropri- 
ate international organizations, particularly the World Council of Churches 
and the United Nations, to seek common agreement. 


- Renamed itself the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. Previously 
it was known variously as the World Presbyterian Alliance ox the 
Presbyterian World Alliance. 


- Instructed its Executive Committee to restudy the position and 
financing of the Women's Department within the Alliance structure. The 
action commended the work of the Department in promoting the more thorough 
integration of women's work in the life of many churches. 


The theme of the meeting was "Come Creator spirit". The Alliance has “96 
member churches in 66 countries with constituencies totalling 50,000,000 
persons. Some 700 persons in ali took part in this meeting. 


* “ “ 
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YM/YW WORLD CONFERENCE 
MEETING IN BEIRUT 


(Beirut) - A World Council of Churches leader told 250 young adults from 
es nations here that he was convinced "the unity of the Church provides 4 
clue to all other human quests for unity, be it unity of man with God or 
nature or one's fellow men across national, racial, and cultural boun- 
daries". 


Mr. C. I. [Ttty, a layman of the Syrian Orthodox Church, who is associate 
secretary of the WCC's Department om the Laity, declared that "the Church 
is God's gift to the perennial quest of man for unity and community. On 
the ohne hand, it reveals the futility of man's search for urmity on his own 
strength, on humanistic grounds and pragmatic reasons. On the other hand, , 
it fulfils the human quest for the unity of mankind, by rooting it in the © 
unity of man with God and linking it with the unity of man with the rest 

of creation." . 


Addressing the joint YMCA-YWCA World Conference of Young Adults, Mr. Itty 
advised his audience "to recapture the pioneering spirit of your fathers 
and continue to move into the new ecumenical frontiers that are emerging 
in our day. As young people we must be bold to take 'responsible risks! 
for the cause of Christian unity - even risks which our elders in the 
church may not dare to take." 


Dr. Kenneth Cragg, who is Warden of St. Augustine's College, Canterbury, 
England, and a distinguished Islamic scholar, speaking on the Christian's 
encounter’ with men of other faiths, said his first duty was to repudiate 
"Napartness" and "the making of privacies of ignorance and monopolies of 
exclusiveness around themselves". 
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He emphasized, however, that the Christian must not oompromise the 
integrity of his faith and must recognize that he has a missionary respons- 
ibility because "mission is not taking what is ours and sharing it with 


others; it is making articulate what already belongs to all". He reminded 
the youth that the Christian is a servant and that his discipleship is an 
humble one. EPS, Geneva 


ZANZIBAR TO TAKE OVER 
ALL SCHOOLS 


(Zanzibar ) ~ Representatives of the Anglican and Roman Catholic Churches 
in Zanzibar have begun consultations with government authorities in =... 
Zanzibar over the possible effects of a government decision to nationalise 
all grant-aided schools on the island. 


The immediate result of the new order is that all teachers are now subject 
to the recently introduced salaries scale.for civil servants, with an 
upper limit of £1,200 ($3,360) a year, They will not be entitled te 
passage allowances, and all have been ordered to join the ruling Afro- 
Shirazi Party on threat of dismissal. 


The Assistant Bishop, the Rt. Rev.-R. N. Russell, of the Anglican Church 
in Zanzibar, stressed in a statement that relations between the church and 
the government have always been good and that in the long run he believes 
i] the action may well prove to be "a very good thing". 


Canon John Kingsnorth, general secretary of the Tolerate ae Weston cee 
Central Africa, which supports two schools in 4anzibar, commented in London 
| that it was too early. to know what the effects of the order would be, but 

I that the government of Malawi (Nyasaland) and Tanganyika had taken over 

| school control with no ill effects and that "it seems to be the natural 
process for this sort of aor ah to. happen in the newly integrated countries". 
| ia j EPS, Geneva 


i" TORONTO YMCA ENCOURAGES CLOSER 
i, ROMAN CATHOLIC RELATIONS 


(Toronto) - Steps to encourage greater participation by Roman Catholics in 
| YMCA administration and programme are being taken by the YMCA here. .A 
survey of board and .committee membership of the Metropolitan YMCA branches 
revealed that Roman Catholics were insufficiently represented. Of 21, 376 
YMCA members, approximately 4,090 were Roman Catholics. Of oy Af senting 
members, only 63 were Roman Catholics. 


Toronto general secretary William Naylor reported following an interview 
with the Roman Catholic Coadjutor Archbishop of Toronto, the Most Rev. 
Philip Pocock, that the Archbishop was in favour of Roman Catholics! full 
participation in YMCA activities if they were given eae representation 
on policy-making bodies. | 


} 

Since then a city-wide staff planning committee has recommended that each 

branch seek closer relations with Roman Catholics in its area, and that 
communication with the Archbishop and discussions with the Roman Catholic 

| Church in Toronto should continue. EPS, Geneva 
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INTERIOR MINISTER CLAIMS SUDAN 
AIDS TRAINING OF SUDANESE PRIESTS 


(Khartoum) - Sudan's Minister of the Interior, Major General Muhammad Ahmad 
Irwah, told parliament here that the governnent is actively cooperating in 
programmes aimed at training Sudanese priests to replace some 300 foreign 
Roman Catholic and Protestant missionaries expelled earlier this year. 


"As a first step toward the realization of this goal", he said, "necessary 
steps have been taken to recruit African professors to teach at higher 
religious institutes". ; 


He said the government had also agreed to a request from Roman Catholic 
authorities for permission to send Sudanese seminarians abroad to complete 
their training for the priesthood. 


He commented that "although the foreign missionaries had been operating in 
the Sudan for a long period, unfortunately they failed to qualify enough 
local people to fill clerical vacancies, .despite the fact this was 
potentially and financially possible". 


Missionary leaders have observed that it is the job of the churches, not 
the government, to train clergy. HPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES CRITICAL. 
OF COURSE ON RELIGION 


(Sydney) - Church leaders here have protested strongly against a new 
syllabus for state-operated primary schools in New South Wales which 
stipulates that Christian religious beliefs must be taught only as part of 
the study of general religious philosophical beliefs.(EPS. No. 32) | 


The New South Wales Council for Christian Education in the Schools sent a 
telegram to the Minister for Education, Mr. E. Wetherell, requesting that 
the graded Scripture content of the 1959 social studies syllabus be rein- 
stated immediately. : 


The Council represents the Anglican, Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, and 
Congregational Churches, and the Church of Christ, and the Salvation Army. 


The Council's telegram protested that it was "unthinkable" that "one man 
should be permitted to change the whole concept of general religious 
instruction in evidence for over 100 years". 


Mr. Wetherell has defended the. programme on the grounds that it is not 
intended to inculeate religious beliefs, but to teach children about the 
forces and institutions at work in society. He said it would include study 
not only about religion, but about political movements, trade unions, and 
governments. He noted that the school curriculum also allows children to 
receive religious instruction from visiting clergy. ‘EPS, Geneva 


COPTIC LEADER PLANS 
TOUR OF AFRICA 


(Cairo) -~ Patriarch Kyrillos VI of Alexandria, head of the Coptic Orthodox 
Church of Egypt, was reported here to be planning a "pastoral tour" of 
Africa to survey "the conditions of Christians living in various areas of 
the continent". 


The visit, it was stated, would be undertaken in response to invitations 
extended to the Patriarch by African leaders who were in Cairo last July 
for the second African summit conference. EPS, Geneva 
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MALAYSIAN YOUTH VOLUNTEER | 
AS "ECUMENICAL PIONEERS" | ‘ 


(Ipoh, Malaysia) - Delegates to the first ecumenical Youth Assembly in 
Malaysia, expressed gratitude. for the "ecumenical experience" it provided, 
but registered strong dissatisfaction with.the lack of ecumenical cooper- 


ation among church youth groups and the churches themselves in Malaysia. 
(EPS No. 32) 


A group. of the youth, including some of the Roman Catholic participants, » 
at the suggestion of the Rev. David Sobrepena, of the Philippines, general 
secretary of the Malaysian Student Christian Movement, decided to desig- 
nate themselves "ecumenical pioneers". ih 


In Mr. Sobrepena's words, they will "commit themselves to care and work 
and pray for ecumenical advance, and to keep in touch with the official 
church committee, and prod it in the right direction". 


At one Assembly session a Muslim,.a Hindu, and a Christian presented their 
views on the meaning and values of life. . EPS, Geneva 


ISRAEL RECOGNIZES 
A PRIVATE WEDDING 


(Tel: Aviv).- Te Weraél i. Govaenmouk Hee recognized as man and wife a Jewish 


couple who married at a private ceremony without the participation of 
clergy. 


The registration of that marriage by the Ministry of Interior set a 
precedent. that may be used by hundreds of couples whose marriages the 
reébbinate has refused .to solemnize because of religious difficulties. 


| Hitherto the only apparent way for such couples to circumvent the rab- 
| binical monopoly over marriage -and divorce in Israel has been to travel 
abroad for civil weddings. The Government has duly registered those 

marriages when the couples returned. 1 (RPS, “Geneva 


| CONGO TRIBES WORK TOGETHER 
TO COMPLETE NEEDED AIRSTRIP 
. 


| (Luebo, Congo) - Members of four local tribal groups, including the 

| recently warring Balubas and Luluas, have worked together to clear land for 
| an airstrip here so that a Presbyterian U.S. INissionary doctor stationed — 
350 miles away at Bibanga, can visit the area more frequently. 


Recognizing their common need for adequate medical attention, both men and 
women of the four tribes ignored past hostilities and spent weeks labouring 
Side by side, cutting down trees and digging up stumps, to make the 900-foot 
runway. They were aided by another Presbyterian U.S. missionary who is an 
industrial architect. EPS, Geneva 


No. 33 - 2th August, 1964 | 5 


GERMAN BISHOP STRESSES 
WAR GUILT OF NATION 


(Eisenach) - Bishop D. Moritz Mitzenheim of Thuringen, Hast Germany, in a 
message read on Sunday from the pulpits of chuxches throughout the State, 
said the anniversaries of the start of two world wars should serve as an 
admonition to "all Germans to spare no effort to prevent a third world war". 


His message declared: ''We Germans above all, who bear a heavy burden of 
blood guilt for the last war, »-..are called upon to back the cause of’ peace 
through trust and treaties and to champion the establishment of an aton- 
free zone in central Europe. We do not wish to control or to have a voice 
in controlling the use of means of mass destruction." EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCHES CRITICIZE 
REFORMED ALLIANCE RACE STATEMENT 


(Capetown) - Leaders of the Dutch Reformed (Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk) 
and Methodist churches of South Africa have protested a statement on race 
relations adopted by the 19th General Council of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches. (BPS No 32). 


Both Dr. J. D. Vorster, clerk of the Dutch Reformed Church of the Cape 


Province, and the Rev. D. W. Timm of the Methodist Church took issue with 


the wording of the resolution which declared that the churches should "help 
members face responsibly such hard problems of civil disobedience or 
violent action". 


Such a reference, said Mr. Timm is a "new feature of the church attempt to 
solve the race problem and we feel it is a step in the wrong direction. 
It is something extraneous to...important world church assemblies.". 


The Christian Institute for Race Relations, a strong opponent of aparthied, 
has criticized the response of the South African church leaders to the 
Alliance statement. EPS, Geneva 


EUROPEAN BAPTISTS 
STRESS COOPERATION 


(Amsterdam) - The European Baptist Conference has adopted a resolution 
calling upon their churches "to seek and use all SAE el eh of cooper- 
ation and fellowship" with other churches. 


It said "the growing awareness of unity between Christians of various 
branches of the Church of Christ", required that Baptist churches Hs gh 
their fellow beiicvers in a spirit of love and openness". 


The coriference elected the Rev. J. Broertjes of the Netherlands as president 
of the European Baptist Federation for the next two years. ‘The Rev. Michael 
Zhidkov af Russia, was elected vicé-president. Mr. Ghidkov is the son of 
Dr. Jacob Zhidkov, president of the All-Union .Council of Evangelical - 
Christians (Baptist) in Russia. EPS, Geneva 
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RUSSIAN ORTHODOX LEADER 
TO VISIT ANGLICAN PRELATE 


(Moscow) = Patriarch Alexei of Moscow will lead a ten-man delegation of 
the Russian Orthodox Church.on a visit to England at the invitation of Dr. 
Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury. 


/ 


An announcement said the delegates were expected to arrive in London on 
september 25 and return to Moscow September 29. 


Dr. Ramsey's invitation to the Russian church leaders was made when he 
visited Russia in 1962. It had been expected that Patriarch Alexei, who 
is 86, would go to England early this year, but a prolonged iliness made 
this impossible. : 


Included in the Russian delegation will be Metropolitan Nicodim of Lenin- 
grad, the Russian church's expert on foreign church relations: Archbishop 
Kiprian, Exarch of the Moscow Patriarchate in Central Hurope; Bishop 
Pitirim of Volokolamsk; and Dr. Anatole Alexeiev, Patriarch Alexei's 
personal physician. EPS, Geneva 


PRIEST SEES LATIN ELIMINATED 
IN TIME FROM PUBLIC WORSHIP 


(Washington, D.C.) + A Roman Catholic expert on the liturgy said in a speect 
here that "the handwriting on the wall is easy to read: Latin will eventu- 
ally disappear from the public worship of the church". 


Father John H. Miller, C.S.C., liturgy editor of the New Catholic Eneyclo- 
pedia, now in preparation at the Catholic University of America, said he 
based his forecast on the Liturgy Constitution adopted last December at the 
Second Vatican Council. : : Gti | | 


He said the Vatican Council had accepted the three fundamental planks in the 


platform of the liturgical movement -~ "active participation of the laity in 
the liturgy; instruction in the meaning and manner of celebration of the’ 
liturgy, and the need for liturgical reform". 


He said the Vatican Council had struck "a happy balance between the con- 
servative and liberal elements in the church" in its approach to the Latin 
vs. vernacular issue. HPS, Geneva 


KOREAN METHODISM GAINS 11% 
IN 1963;.. 72% IN LAST DECADE 


(Seoul) - The Korean Methodist Church is continuing its steady, rapid 
growth in membership. Statistics just released for 1963 show a membership 
increase of 11% in that year and a gain of. 72% in the last 10 years, 


Membership at the end of 1963 was 57,237 - an increase of 6,715 over the 
1962 membership. Since 1954, membership has grown from 33,166 to the ~ 
present 57,237, a gain of 24,071. | EPS, Geneva 


Wo., 33 - 27th August, 1964 . ff 


SOME ANGLICAN VICARS OFFERING BLESSING 
SERVICE AS SUBSTITUTE FOR CHRISTENING 


(Birmingham) -~ The Rev. Donald Tytler, vicar of St. Mark's Anglican Chureh, 
Smethwick, and director of religious education of the Birmingham diocese, 
said here that in cases where the parents do not clearly understand the: 
significance of the baptism service for their children, he suggests it be 
postponed and a service of blessing be held instead. 


He-said this service of blessing was one way of meeting the problem of 
“indiscriminate infant baptism" and that in his parish and several others 
special efforts are being made to help parents to comprehend the meaning 
of baptism. 

Another Anglican priest, the Rev. Christopher Wansey of the diocese of 
Chelmsford, said in a recent interview with the Baptist Times, that "when 
regular church members begin to quake and quail about the promises they 
undertake for their children, the time has come for the church to make some 
alterations", é pee EPS, Geneva 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC VIEW OF 
THE CHURCH AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


(The Hague) - A prominent Roman Catholic layman has inacia ey macnn ced a 
radical reconsideration by the Roman Catholic church of its involvement 
and responsibility in‘“international -affairs. 


Writing in the Dutch periodical Politiek Dr.. F. A. M. Alting von bas Ae 
assistant professor at the Roman Catholic Institute of Bconomics, Tilburg, | 
the Netherlands, asserted that Roman Catholic theologians, both progressive 
and conservative, lacked a clear vision of the problems of the international 
community because they had failed to follow Pope John XXIII's advice that 
such issues be studied from the point of view of contemporary man rether 
than from "the unchangeable and ever valid doctrine of the Church!"'. 


Dr. von Geusau, said this inadequacy is seen in the schema on "The Presence 
of the Church. in the World" which will be discussed at the third session 

of the Vatican Council, and especially in the sixth chapter as the schema 
dealing with "The Church and the Community of Nations". 


He noted that two drafts of the text for this chapter have been rejected 
and a third one, finished in June, is under consideration by the Commission 
of Coordination. But this text also is inadequate, he said. 


Dr. von Geusau advocated three practical measures: 


1. The creation of a permanent commission on international affairs on the. 
pattern of the Commission of the Churches for International Affairs of the 
World Council of Churches, with which it should cooperate in an effort to 
formulate a Christian view of international relations. 


2e The official approval by the Vatican Council of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, as a demonstration of the puptanac ional 
vocation of the Church. 


3. The abolition of diplomatic representatives of the Holy See, who are 
"survivals of a previous period" and the entrusting of the responsibility 
to manifest the active présence of the Church in international matters to 
the local hierarchy and to Christian experts in international affairs. 
EPS, Geneva 
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The number of Papuan clergy now exceeds the number of white clergy in the 
Anglican diocese of New Guinea. At a recent ordination service in Dogura 
Cathedral - which also marked the 73rd anniversary of the landing of the 
first Anglican missionaries in New Guinea - fourteen Papuan theological 


students were made deacons by the Bishop of New Guinea, the Right Rev. 
David Hand. : 


* x * 


The Executive Committee. of the Baptist World Alliance has adopted a reso- 
lution gratefully recognizing the improved situation for Baptists in Spain. 
It expressed hope that the new tolerance accorded Protestants would be 
confirmed by legislation guaranteeing full religious liberty. The Com-. 
mittee met August 17-21 in Hamburg, Germany. 


Pei oe i ae 


The British Council of Churches’ has published two booklets designed to 
promote local development of Christian unity. One is an entirely revised 
edition of "Growing Together Locally" by the Rev. Kenneth Slack, general 
Secretary of the Council, The other is the "Second Ecumenical Work-Book" 
which repeats an experiment made some years ago in publishing a substantial 
booklet of programme possibilities for local councils of churches, inter- 
church youth groups, and other ecumenical groups. 


Fp ie * 


Simpson V. Mtambanengwe, a Crusade Scholar of The Methodist Church (USA), 
has become:the fourth African. to practise law in Southern Rhodesia, He 
was ‘admitted to the Bar at the High Court in Salisbury after practising 
almost a year in England. The Crusade Scholarship Programme was estab- 
lished to aid foreign students and American Negroes. 


He in ie * 


Members of the Lutheran World Federation's newly-established Commission on 
Worship and Spiritual Life recently held their first session in Bratislava, 
Czechoslovakia. The commission was founded in 1963 at the Fourth Assembly 
of the LWF at Helsinki, Finland, Meeting under ‘the chairmanship of Dr. 
Jan Michalko, Dean of the Slovak Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Con- 
fession in Czechoslovakia, it decided to concentrate on theological studies 


taking as the theme: "Worship and Spiritual Life = the Healing of Man and 
Society", 


x * * 


Thirty-three British Anglican youth spent a recent fortnight's holiday in 
Switzerland as guests of 01d Catholic families, The trip was arranged by 
the Society of St. Willibrord, an organization to promote friendly relations 
between the two communions. The visit was in return for one made by Old 
Catholic young people to England in July. | 


* * * 


Thirty young people took part in each of two Yugoslav Baptist youth camps 
on the Adriatic coast near Pula, One of the camps was for boys and girls 


and the other for older youth. At the latter, 15 of the young people made 
a “profession of faith" at an evangelistic service. . ; 
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The second Radio Script-Writing and Production Course sponsored by the 
Broadcasting and Audio-Visual Services of the All Africa Conference of 
Churches is underway on the campus of the Church of Uganda Literature and 
Radio Centre, Mukono, Uganda. Fourteen students from seven countries in 
Africa have travelled a total of nearly 20,000 miles to attend this con- 
centrated course which runs eight weeks. Most of the students are already 
engaged in radio broadcasting through church-related studios or have oppor- 
tunity to broadcast through government radio stations in their home 
countries. 

* * * 
Protracted negotiations over the disposition of properties owned by the 
Russian Orthodox Church in Israel were concluded last week in Jerusalem 
when an Israeli-Soviet agreement was reached providing for purchase of 
virtually all non-ecclesiastical properties by Israel at a cost of $4,500,000. 
Originally donated by members of the Czarist imperial family to the Russian 
Orthodox Palestine Society, the properties included pilgrims! hostels and 
large buildings in Jerusalem and Nazareth, and valuable real estate in Tel 
Aviv and Haifa. No churches or monasteries were included, however. 


* rar Ae. 


A revised version of the complete Bible will be published in both Bast and 
West Germany this fall. It will contain a revised version of Martin 
Luther's translation of the Old Testament, replacing one issued more than 
60 years ago, and a revised version of Luther's translation of the New 
Testament. Both versions were prepared by a special commission of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID). 


* * * 


Membership applications of four Lutheran churches on three continents will 
be considered by the Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federation 
when it meets in Reykjavik, Iceland, August 30 to September 5. The appli- 
cants are two churches in Rumania and one each in Tanganyika and Mexico. 

In addition a congregation in Guayaquil, Ecuador, has asked the Committee 
to accord it "recognized status". 


Fash Age * 


An American archaeological expedition led by Professor Ernest Wright of 
Harvard University has unearthed the Old Testament city of Shechem about 31 
miles north of Jerusalem in the hill country of Ephrain. The expedition, 
which began work in 1956, unearthed layers of the ancient city from Islamic, 
Christian, Roman, Greek, Egyptian, and Canaanite periods. 


* ED ut 


The Synod of the Anglican Diocese of Perth in Western Australia has elimi- 
nated a statute which prohibited gambling of any description in parish fund 
raising. The Archbishop of Perth, the Most Rev. George Appleton, empha- 
sized that in doing so the church did not encourage gambling, but "prefers 
to leave matters to the common sense and moderation of the individual and 
of the parish", EPS, Geneva 


NOTICE TO BPS READERS 


BPS will not be published during the next two weeks. The next issue will 
appear September 17, 
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Special Report 


FAITH AND ORDER LEADERS 
DISCUSS VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Aarhus, Denmark) -.A Latin American Protestant leader said here that the 
second Vatican Council has not yet given a clear answer to the "crucial 
question of whether renewal was being sought for the sake of the Roman 
Catholic Church itself, or in wider obedience to the demands of the Gospel". 


The situation in this regard is still “ambiguous", said Dr. José Miguez- 
Bonino, president of Union Theological Seminary, Buenos Aires. 


Despite this, he told 150 participants in the World Council of Churches! 
Faith and Order Commission meeting here, the Second Vatican Council has 
given evidence of "a: seriousness concerning the renewal of the church which 
many Protestant confessional gatherings have lacked", 


Professor K.H. Skydsgaard, of Copenhagen, former director of the Commission on 


Inter-Confessional Research of the Lutheran World Federation, in the same 
session said that in the Roman Catholic Church "change from a static and 
metaphysical way of thinking to a dynamic and historical one could only be 
slow; but if it were to gain ground, it would be incalculably significant". 
He added: 


"In the nature of the case, schemata adopted by the Council will inevitably 
be compromises, representing a level lower than the best thinking within 
the Roman Church. But with: the new approach once admitted, it would be 
realized that within 25 years any statements made now would be out of date." 


Dr. Skydsgaard, who was one of the LWF's observers to the Vatican Council, 
said the observers had found comfort in knowing that their depression over 
some of its developments had been shared by many of their Roman Catholic 
brethren. 


Despite the disappointments, he said, "the Council has, in fact, already 
had its'’great moments of listening to the Holy ore and the Shi Wropese 
of penitence, and of oj.enness", 


He admonished those who’ “fear that the Protestant thunder is being stolen" 
to. “be: thankful ‘to see’ a’ “reaching towards the goals at which Luther and | 
Calvin aimed..." 


Another speaker, Bishop Sarkissian of the Armenian Orthodox Church, Syria, 
speaking from the point of view of Eastern Orthodoxy, observed that the 
Council had not resulted in any new relationships and that the big questions 
of the:primacy and infallibility of the Pope remained. He said there eould 
be no true dialogue with Rome, except as churches conversing with churches, 


Mgr. John Vodopivec, one of the two Roman Catholic observers present, said 
that although initially some of the Vatican Council fathers had been 
alarmed by the presence of observers, they had later "joined in gratitude 
for their presence and contribution", 


He reported a growing demand within the Roman Catholic ees for more 
accurate information concerning the life and work of other churches arid a 
new "stream of human sympathy" towards other Christians.’ Whatever the 
immediate results of the Vatican Council, he said, many bishops accepted 
the new line, and where this was so, bia and laymen would be disposed 
to follow readily. : 
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In another session the delegates heard reports on church union negotiations 
in Australia and Madagascar. 


Professor Davis McCaughey, of the University of Melbourne, reporting on 
Australian plans, said that although none of the three churches involved - 
Congregational, Methodist, and Presbyterian ~ is at present episcopally 
ordered, their discussions have led them to plan for adoption of the 
traditional threefold ordering of bishops, presbyters, and deacons.: 


He noted also that the union proposal includes a unique scheme for a 


Special association between the united church and the Church of South India. 


General discussion following a panel talk on church union revealed a con- 
Sensus among delegates that church unity means little apart from church 
renewal and that only a deep sense of mission to the modern world is likely 
to show to ordinary congregations the relevance’ of faith and order dis— 
cussions. ; 


"It is when’ witness becomes alive that church union becomes meaningful", 
said one delegate, 


The discussion also indicated that most delegates had come to the conclusion 
that although great stress has. been placed upon the need for realization of 
"the unity of all in each place", local unity needs must be seen within a 
vision of the wholeness of the Church. 


A professor from South Africa testified to his own sudden realization that 
there is a "givenness" of the Church's mission, as well as a "givenness" 


of its unity and that "we are not called upon to create it, but to recognize 


and obey it", 


A major responsibility of this meeting is to draw up plans for Faith and 


_ Order.work in the next several years. 


In preparation for this three Speakers representing the Orthodox, Anglican, 
and Lutheran points of view presented papers on the relationship between 
God's redemptive action in Christ and His creation of and providential 
ruling over the world. | 


The papers provided background information for use by one of the commission 
study committees which is reviewing the possibilities of whether a study of 


this subject should be undertaken and, if So, how it should be formulated 


and developed. 
ed Future Work ~ 


tn concluding sessions the Commission decided to undertake five main studies 
Four of these will be. along familiar, but necessary, lines. They will deal 
with: The Nature of Unity (balancing emphasis upon the unity of "all in 
each place" with further study on the catholic implications of the New Delhi 
statement, and exploring in greater depth what Christian unity means for the 
thought and life of local churches); Christ, the Holy Spirit, and the 
Ministry; the Eucharist as a Sacrament of Unity; and Spirit, Order 

and Organization, 


The fifth, a major study which promises to break most new ground will be 
entitled "Creation, New Creation, and the Unity of the Church", . An.outline 
for this study commented: ."From sub-atomic investigations on to galactic 
Speculations, from the infinitely small to the incredibly large - these are 
the brackets within which the term 'nature! has its present meaning, 
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This enormous expansion of the phenomenology of the world-as-nature confronts 
Christian theology with a-clamant task: the doctrines of creation and new 
creation have to be expounded with a bigness and a subtlety appropriate to 
the enhanced range of modern man's mental life." 


Commission leaders commented that various lines of recent study have raised 
questions about creation, human history, and God's purposes, particularly 

in the light of modern scientific culture. Some see present historical 
movements in the world as providentially exercising pressures and providing 
occasions for growth towards unity. It is also being recognized thaw 
attention ‘should be focused upon the-diversities which contribute to unity, 
whether of mankind or in the Church, "diversities which are either the per- 
sonal gift of the Holy Spirit or are inherent in the rich variety of creation", 


In approving plans for the study Commission members were critical of the out- 
line because it placed too much emphasis upon biblical theology, and too 
little upon the new insights concerning nature which the Church must learn 
today from many outside her ranks. It was ; unanimously agreed that the 
latter should be stressed. 


Other studies on which Faith and Order will be engaged concern the conciliar 
process in the early Church, the ecumenical significance of problems regard- 
ing biblical interpretation, a joint Orthodox and non-Orthodox study group 
on the writings” of the Early Fathers, relations between the Church and the 
Jewish people, the kind of catechetical and educational materials used in 
the various churches, the position of women in the ministry, and the nature 
of the diaconate. ‘Several of these study projects will be’ undertaken in 
collaboration with Paha departments of the World Council. pies 


In planning its future ‘programme, whe Commission took guidance from seven 
considerations: 


- increasing rip eae ear Kean ns inte work at regional and national Pa ee 


m increasing participation, though only on invitation, in church union 
negotiations; 


-~ broad Orthodox representation throughout all Faith and Order work; 
~ increasing contacts and dialogue with Roman Catholics; 


- increasing contacts and dialogue with Conservative Evangelicals outside 
of World Council membership; 


-~ full recognition of the special needs and contributions in Faith and 
- Order discussions of churches in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Oceania, 


- need for careful definition and limitation of what may properly be 
included in Faith and Order studies, so that they may contribute directly 
towards Christian unity. 


The Commission instructed all its theological commissions "to bear constantly 
in mind throughout the course of their deliberations the necessity of pro- 
ducing reports in as simple and direct language as possible, but also con- 
sistent with accuracy and clarity, in order that they be intelligible to 
ordinary church members as well as to theologians", 


In connection with conversations between Roman Catholics and members of other 
churches, a definition of ecumenical dialogue was given which is universally 
applicable: "Such dialogue, if it is to be productive, must be carried on 

by persons who have an accurate knowledge of the position of their own 
churches and a due sense of responsibility for the total ecumenical situation. 
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Ecumenical dialogue. requires on the one hand an openmindedness and willing- 
ness to understand and to learn, and on the other hand clarity and definite- 
ness of conviction, ; 


In respect of the nature of the whole task of Faith and Order, the Commission 
recorded the following reflection: "This is a search not just for a common 
feeling or activity or organization, but a search for truth, and the Holy 
Spirit leads us into truth not by the victory of one human structure of 
thought over another, nor by compromise and adjustment, but by the hard road 
of confrontation in mutual understanding and witness. Thus out of the 
commitment of dialogue between apparently irreconcilable positions, new and 
perhaps surprising discoveries may be made and the reality of the God-given 
unity may be made more plain." 


Holy Communion 


In accordance with the recommendations made by the Montreal Faith and Order 
Conference, later adopted by the WCC Central Committee, respecting Communion 
services at ecumenical gatherings, two services of Holy Communion were 


arranged for this conference. They were preceded by a United Service of 
Preparation. 


The first celebration was that of "a church which cannot conscientiously 
offer an invitation to members of all other churches to partake of the 
elements", It was celebrated by Bishop Alexis of Tallinn, according to 
the Orthodox rite, and during the service Russian, Greek, and English were 


used. A translation of the entire liturgy was provided. A Lutheran 
church provided the setting. | 


The second celebration took place as the closing service in the cathedral in 

Aarhus, This was combined with the annual service of the Diocesan Synod. 

The Bishop of Aarhus presided and a Lutheran professor led the congregation 

in the liturgy. This came under the rubric of a service "at which an 

invitation to participate and partake is given to members of other churches", 
. EPS, Geneva 
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OF NEWS ITEMS ISSUED IN ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 
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In order to enable readers to locate EPS stories more easily the 
index provides a cross-reference in two categories. 


These ares I - geographical and organizational; and 
II - substance. 


The sub-divisions of each category are arranged alphabetically and 
stories are listed in chronological order according to the number of the 
issue in which each appeared. In some instances stories are listed 
under more than one ef the sub-divisions of each category. "In Brief" 
items are not listed. eae 


CATEGORY I: Geographical and organizational 


Continents 

Countries 

Ecumenical bodies and international Christian organizations 
World confessional bodies 

World Council of Churches 

Eoumenical Patriarchate 


Roman Catholic Church 


CATEGORY Il: Substance 


Anti-semitism 

Atheism ) 

Brotherhoods and communities 

Christian unity and eoumenical attitudes (see also Vatican Council 
Church-state relations (see also Religious liberty) 
Church union 

Confessional and denominational life and structure 
Confessionalism 

Conscientious objectors 

Education (general, Christian) 

Ethics (personnel, professional, social) 

Festivals 

Information 


Inter-church aid (see also Refugees) 


IL) 
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Tntersenene ey Met exchanges. and relations iy ; Stites 
Inter-confessional relations BAER clalc  d 
Inter-faith relations 
International affairs. 
Laity 
Literature (including Bible and other’ publivations) 
Liturgy and yee, of worship 5 
‘Ministry | 
“Missions (home and foreign) © ° | vere ee 
National independence and pare 7 Bean, ; 
Non-Christian religions | in dune oe Reng a: 
Nuclear energy and weapons 9° | Pree terete ae 


Orthodox churches’ 


Personal liberty © eh 

Personalities ~~ ag ed . yg Rane 4 

Publications a 

Race relations | 4 Ae s Ltn ree erie 4 
; 


Refugees (see also Inter-church aid) 
Religious liberty (see also Church-State pela ae ie! ' . 
Repentance actions and reconciliation iy 
Sacraments | Si inte ihe 3 Be a nantes ‘ 


Social, economic, and political problems and Christian action 
5 ; ' 


Statistics 
Theology : ; ; 
Vatican Council II (see also Roman Catholic Church) | 
“Women and children ; 

Youth 
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CATHGORY I: Geographical and organizational 


Continents 


AFRICA 
Archbishop says African must direct Africa's Anglican church ° 
African church marks decade of BOUL Siow, 9 oan le! aig as ey (anew 0. qe 
Re ate ee ORM Silky PEDO at ia yn elite Yat reels a Oh Gal. wesw er a feeb 
Rast Atrrmican churches map ofbaen strategy iN) ti a fe cere yo RaS 
re Mek uaU TO NEW DOS ALTE air ree eit alg he Altee! waulernb lic he 
inelicanprmanrk “centenary of African's' consecration: .!..%'.) se) wir. 
World Council votes $331,496 for African emergencies . ...« e 


ASIA 
Young churches: send out missionaries 


EUROPE 

Only official delegation will represent FKID at Prague, 
See Aus ie OM voiaia Geos Van) othe tiah oe 6 Wun Ve aca ia mic oy Wah le eo 8 

Huropean Broadcast specialists meet 1... 6 6 2 «ee «8 0 8 
Freedom of Prague participants emphasized .« « « «© « e « « © « 
Nationalism seen threatening Huropean unity .« « 6 « « « « «© e 
WCC and Prague Peace Conference representatives meet « « « « « 
leading European Theologians at institute for US clergy. «. « « 
Pret merinotacounded Of Serbian OLTESUGH. 6 6 isos ce bee ee ee 
Prague Christian Peace Conference .s\ 6 « « « 2,8 2's » wars 
European conférence will meet on board Danish ship .....e-s 
uropean Baptists stress cooperation » « « « « » «© «© «© © © ‘6 *® 


LATIN AMERICA 
Catholic church in Latin America seen awakening to social ills 
Latin American churches ‘seek autonomy POR ah bane 2 olay epee Nema nee 
Latin American Lutherans ask stepped- SUMED ea LES ie ue oe te ce 


NEAR EAST 
Russian Orthodox make Holy Land pilgrimage « «+ + + s+ + ees 
New service emphasis called for by Near East Aid leaders ... 
Arab church council opposes church StavementsroniJews, .. cole 


Prayers for unity, peace conclude Russian church pilgrimage . 
Ecumenical Youth and Student Conference held in Middle East “ 


Countries 


ALBANIA 
Albanian. youth. aie CM new LMS LS Gia Viel Ven Vales el Metliey te! tat al ve 


ANGOLA 
Portuguese visa policy seen frustrating work in Angola 9 aeay at he 


ARGENTINE 
Act to avert social upheaval Cardinal. warns Argentina i. « 
Cardinal's plea for government, labour reconciliation rejected 


AUSTRALIA ‘ 
Orthodox youth protest against Turkish Government actions .. 
Ach echooeray ooh heroes new Ecaneo uno fea sae ew eae Sy 
Penkhougeno at Melbourne: Boumentcal MigeLom i.e see ts Oo Uwe 
Australian Presbyterians move to reorganize work « . .... 
Vie Nereis ves TOT enOUneal dy sete car ee ete se oes eo eg 
Australian goodwill mission returns from Indonesia « »« « « ° 
‘Roman denomination may become bageeet church jin Australia art 
OPO. a’ SoH WEP Re ew MER Ne RE Te Pe SRE ne UN rs im aoe gehts Ugo ew 
New Australian syllabus Be as a SL OR ys TO We VPA OIs ble al fle 
Australian churches eritical.of course on religion « . oso. 3). 
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BELGIUM spent th Pea aN Rel eS: 
Monastery Nene Aa modern bows for The Seed ak oy tas we Arak 
"Reconverted Christians" sought by Jewish community .. ... 22 


Women admitted to pastorate of Belgian church ........ 24 
Belgium’ SC 0.8) CLVOl Legal eo UAt Rein 6 let et ite ty eee aisles eet tg nema aUE 
BRAZIL . 


Roman Catholic Bishop | sees peor as Brazil's greatest need . 19 
German) eniunches (rag dy set bop) ie aetna aioe oir © eign an a mown pale eee 
Prelates pledge cooperation with state's welfare programme .. 30 


i CANADA 

i Church editor continues ecumenical news despite loss of some 

i} | . PRACSr sy al) isl NeL lel iak elles Mwah ign ehiletlagn Merl yh be \bilt tie meie ihe te aumeinn L 
is Ethnic, racial discrimination assailed by Canadian 

ih PEESD CORP AWS ies ce) eso ee eel) cehilia UoBN ielity (en net tet ta te ae eee a 25 
}! Portuguese visa policy seen frustrating work in Angola...» 32 
Toronto YMCA encourages closer Roman Catholic relations . .«.«.« 353 


} 

| CARIBBEAN 

it 1964 Houmenical Nevehs agen MMe See a ee eT ee eee ee eee ek ee 

Hh 

ia CHINA . 

| Report oni churches in China made ie French leaders es. »-« » » 23 
| CONGO 


| Tribal fate adie rehde in Congo ministerial school. iss e:ieue ae 
ia Priest Tlee Congo Ls ta tl on inher mar ielvel laine teeta dekh ciueubem tiene oa te iemaaas 
Congo school reports unusually large women's enrolment... 19 

US church without a ceiling sends money for one to church in 
COMBO SM eng ers Nn era tia” Canta Ug ciltge \(gniny Ris CiiLOLii/t/ agi tinned is 
Protestant churches to use radio to reach Congo's interior . . 25 
. "Congo ‘tribes work together to complete needed-airstrip ~» sss 33 


CUBA 
i] Former Cuban church leader says communism gains by Church's 
failure e e f e ° a e s e e e e e e e e e e e 2 6 e ; e e e e e 42 


CYPRUS 

if -Readiness, to negotiate Cyprus treaties urged by Bae Nolde OE ©, 
iq Hixvene’ team will work tay Gy pruss giao ashen ate plant ade erie et ee ann 
+} CCIA warns against outside powers in Cyprus % » « « » sve « «24 
WCC leaders urge’ continued UN action in Cypurs’ sy “ss “so vuluatnee 
UN president receives WCC Cyprus statement. .« 216 6 0: « « %. 6 32 


i CZECHOSLOVAKIA . 

H ‘Czech .government now permitting church to receive outside aid Lf 
f DENMARK 

Dane who "preached politics" is sent into retirement ..... 19 
Russian visit to Denmark seen stimulating contacts ......- 19 
Danish “leader Ans tribute SO Aw Cid) ens oe eee ten fran rane » 20 


ECUADOR 


Protestant missionaries open work in. Kouador's capital i.« % 
| EGYPT a4 Tes 
HH Coptic leader plans tour Or AtmiGa , idee le. toc cates e gta 


Large number of conversions eatonwed in wehiiopae a ored aw xt a 
-Kthiopian .YMCA receives first Haile Selassie award Mee 


. 

| 

I) 

i ETHIOPIA . 
. 

} 

| 
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FIJI 

Fuge Mevhodistal ron] fs islant voristian junity see eisece da, BO 
FINLAND ° 

Finnish Primate pledges his church to ecumenism ...... 28 
FRANCE 

Pee uMiECr es yn nr aniiat "ses eto Luli ea wk ew lwh ele 6 wee LS 


French *homen ‘Catholic hiérardhy re-organizes 9000. 2%. wks 20 
ome Pee ea ay CNM Koy ts a atts Tae elites ee. nts f Oe ek ace te 6 oO) 
Cardinal Feltin criticizes misinterpreters of ecumenical 
Oe Eases Miesh em oiha beh Sit wR py (ani acest eed Caos eel at ele h rel fies e ay oh) aca eek 
Report on churches in China made to French leaders . . + »'\« 23 
isothere still a Christendom? Pastor Boegner asks ese « « © 24 
funds from "ecumenical fast" will build centre in Greece . « 25 
Protestant leader urges revision of Catholic marriage laws . 28 
Many church leaders, journals criticize Goldwater candidacy . 29 
Peris seen Veraveyarda” of French Protestantist “. .. « s ia'e,« 29 
ade Seon Sal O Mew CMO EGET! Siler si)lg ee lea) wie ever ence SDE 


GERMANY 
Orthodox youth protest Beainouelurkish Government (eile Powe ie Leh 
New Hast German law recognises youth dedication rites .... 17 
Veet OOunGi a mina le Pastor (Bosener says. cwiiel lets ies etal e 
Only official delegates will represent IKID at Prague, Scharf 
AE el actus linats geste toh ech oly obese Het WMnee lel) (eta)! east) vend en bass anata nn cer 
support for Christians “in mat PUVOVE WAS REG) ial is. ele “ee: Silke: * LG 
Perea Oardanaieee ts iba PLE VCL ep ie eeu se) ech w eee ee Le 
eee Oo ven Seats Ome oir Gr COMTTO Ll! 6s 6 va el pw ee et 2) 
Practica codperation ureed (for ROS Protestants ss +s) e220 
Peo UO a Carn Orit Oat OL iCe lL DACy: DAT liiell ecisiierlon we eac20 
ee eee Saas eM Uy GO PRA ZL Le) yl Ve ibe. w/e: 0) eee 'e ce eel ek 
Peeeccor Cte r race pariircr pannus SMpaaGl Zed ie) eile liste ee (ane! ee 
German ‘churches observe Barmen declaration anniversary .« « » 22 
German Catholic institute launches youth ecumenical service 
projects SF ee ey ene s. | eRe Ae i Lae ith 0) ) Ohh en, Feather i Sel OD. MEPL OS Seu ek he. ce 26 
German Methodists Support, .campausn) for: macial, equality ives.) (27 
Many church leaders, journals criticize Goldwater candidacy . 29. 
Youth reported active in east German churches .« « « «2 « « «30 
German "repentance" work may be: extended to-USSR >... «e's 31° 
Cermem Bishop Strogeec: Wari fui lt Ofna ti Or as fal velo «eee O55 


GREECE | 
Orthodox Poach ee against Turkish Covernnent actions pa aaee d d 
Soviet Government wishes to aid monastery. in Greece . »« »« e« « 18 
Russian novices, will join Monastery at Mount Athos. .e.s « «20 
Funds, from "ecumenical fast" will build centre in. Greece .. 25 
Orthodox church in Greece studies draft of new charter . . e 25 
Greek theologian says Vatican-Orthodox talks could "erage"! 

SC ems ih Sia Ce Nehte Min ical liialy « lis oait wh wi eile.) aye Wet! oes ell ® aig ye 2D 
Greek’ church will take part in pan-Orthodox meeting . «+6 6 6 26 | 
Greek Church Synod rules against Council observers « « « e+ 28. 
Religious eee. SOV Le peeOMM OUI BeOUN LORE AMA sent) sone ee gt Bde 


HALTS 
Haiti: expels er Pishop who led church 21 years e's‘. «6 17 


‘ 


Bi 
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HUNGARY . 
Hungary's 430,000.Lutherans are served by 430 pastored yOu. 
Lay role seen as vital in Hungarian church life .. Si Rial Be 


INDIA ar a 94 . ye 
Resettlement of Sealdah refugees COMP DS Ged sic oN ite phe titeeh eed ene 
Churches discuss north India union De Seok adh, ean anette aaa te 
New united theological college in Tadtad., wo ems ee 


India's industrial belt clergy chart ecumenical BOTTOM cw sje! 


$40,000 in church aid for, Pakistani refugees... . se. 


INDONESTA (018) OLA RI 8 Wa at Aas ont é 
Sukarno -aides -seek churches! support on Malaysia issue... 
Church tean ‘leaves ‘for UIndonesial ye S92) Soe te oS ae, 
Australian goodwill mission returns from Lndonodd es i iis yaa te 


ISRAEL ek, . 
drehbishop joins la pons sania.) sole saa o gu hain anon ccna eet 
fevecl barsbetvi l mabriege sia gc aie ie a han eee ers 
Protestant group begins work on settlement in Galilee ... 
New US policy on nationality of Jewish MSODU GS AL it gia meee 


Israeli parliament rejects curb on mission schools . Oks 


Israel may restrict conversion of minors . Tilak ee PT RT hie ae ae a 
Israel recognizes a private WEA TT Roh. we ener cultgrine "see aerate wate 


ITALY 


Italian ‘churches protest Pretoria trials ...... rears ere 


Waldensian Pastor ‘takes issue with cardinal on Sicily's 
GONG tO Aesrres uae ater oer eae mw . Syed Lash 70 Eee ee nap ge Roba Weeaer a aa 
Italian court upholds ‘sentence of priest for supporting (0.0. 

rights a « ie . . e e e ae ° s ae e e e e s e ® « s e es J es 


Vajont survivors: receive church aid 0 cede te ene eee 


Religious liberty: reports from four COUR GPAs i: ule Vii aires Balin 


Mixed reactions. to new, Hncyelical. w e.5 wee sees 
JAMAICA 

New united college planned for West Indies . « « oP ileN etlig tte 

Anglicans will. not join Jamaica Council of CHUYEhGEH sit At eee 

Study -of education bill asked by JVamados: chirches ) ao hic Jee 


Jamaica .churches agree on urgency of population growth problem 


First Ecumenical Youth Conference LNs Leo Gees big ee 


JAPAN : 
Better church relations in Japan laid to Catholic initiative 
Abortion condemned, family planning endorsed by Japan 
Chiat Ler Co mica ie sy iene a beer ennUnn gil tun ame ae NE A a ear A 
Japanese Buddhists visit World Council... Br leligad, SNe? iy hee 
Japanese Christians aid ear thqneke).vie time). Sa ema, tee 
Japanese Buddhists borrow idéas from Christian churches .. 


KENYA 
Kenya churches urge support of UN convention on prostitution 
Kenya ‘churches disagree over, polygamy question . . .. 4 «+s 
KOREA | ik a aN Re anh aa 
imerican, Korean doctors tend wounded demonstrators wa oc 
Korean Methodism gains 11% in 1963; 72% in last decade yen 
MADAGASCAR 
Protestant churches fined for Lltegeal: ‘col Léoti one oie ap aes 


* 
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MALAWI 
Ecumenical service marks Melawi independence . »« » «+ « «© « « 26 
MALAYSIA - | | 
Malaysian youth noid first assembly «js s,. ede URN Rt el Uelé a ene ee 
Malaysian youth volunteer as "ecumenical raga Spe Mdamabl< alii sly oe 
MEXICO 
Future Mexican Pastors begin new school year- «-. «°. i Siaiek aie wanes 
National church will be asked to orient new missionaries .. - 19 
NETHERLANDS 


Dutch reformed leaders reply to,cardinals letter « s-« «2 « » 1f 
"Palse impression" OM Und tic wed (by Cathalic, DIiStOrian wie lee 2a 
Ola Ca ‘tholics, Roman Catholics meet in the Netherlands .« « +» e 22 
Datch leaders appeal COV PERVCT UCL EO ULOUS wl Ak an Leki nine eek b lal he, ay 
Cardinal ‘cautions against intercommunion experiments .« »« « « « 26 
A Roman Catholic view of the Church and international relations ue 


NEW GUINEA me 
4 New Guinea A hope for union in LOG swe ig idel Het euleatanteteeO 


NEW ZEALAND 
New Zealand Anglicans approve intercommunion proposals -...-. 1l7 
Integration of Maoris oa POE VSO ANS eh) eiiel vans uumOeee ies etal o 
SL DETR sales Guaiien ta Bit ys Nua Le wpe , 
‘Progress toward United Church of Nigeria . « « » » « + «© «© + «© 32 
NORWAY | | 
Church journal endorses Dr. King for Nobel Peace Prize «+... + 29 
PACIFIC OCEAN AREA . 
Pacific churches plan firstuassembly «(ee ae eel ee ee ce te LT 


PAKISTAN 0 
CWS rushes aid to West Pakistan disaster . . . 6 ee we ees seo 
#$40,000°in church aid for Pakistani rcfugees ». « 2» « + «+ + es 29 

POLAND 
Religious iat: reports igcou hte Sa Re Peas Sultels Soles water! | 

PORTUGAL | 

. Portuguese visa policy seen frustrating work in Angola Stews here meee 

RHODESIA , 


British Methodist Conference "deeply concerned" about southern . 
lara ae V ate cline ent ataveiie baci ienieh eo ieiine hia Ve sil iialt wi) els epinmp sce cashier 
Two American missiondrics deported by Southern Rhodesia... . 28 
Southern Rhodesia clergy protest deportation order .. + « + + 29 
“Bishop Dodge talks of déportation order » . « » «6 © © © + « «© 50 
Lumpa sect leader in custody asks followers to end uprising se De 


SOUTH -AFRICA a 
19 religious bodies condemn South ees PevenET ON Lad ph kleis er) hea ee 
Italian churches protest Pretoria trials . 2 «++ s«+++s-s Agen es 
Pope's concern for nationalists facing death in South Africa . 19 
Leaders of othér churches at Anglican archbishop's enthronment 19 
Religious leaders condemn South African detention law . . « + « 20 
Ban on Cief Luthuli extendéd and made more severe .... a AO) 
South African Dutch Reformed Synod refuses to back protest By 
eee te ey as Cue te alae ere Mie eal les he) ley a cet bee my Gk 


SOUTH AFRICA (cont. ) | 
Atrican churqhnen) condemn Bante bili oWJ8. vataei lio ia akie By thy mh See 
Consultation on Christian action in the South African race 
SL TUATLOM I vo le Nae a tny eRe Le wh ec Quatent aN Pee te ana en agne eee 
US churches ask world pressure to end South African apartheid . 23 
Be South African churches meet to discuss mission .......«. 23 
a Dutch reformed journal critical of Anglican-Catholic Overtures 23 
a Mandela. sentenge jcondemnad: tidiuisia.) cal ious tires te way \ugiihgekte odeemeeee Nene rm 24 
. CCLA leaders warn "time is short" in South Africa ....... 24 
L Geneva churches protest South Africa BPAMUNS TE ie. see We: emia ane es 
; 
. 
| 
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bi} . Mandelse, verdict denounced by Archbishop of Canterbury . Rio, Sante, met 
Bishop criticizes racial laws, but warns against violence... 25 
A lettér condemning South African AD SU UIGT Wi ckile Mace tet setiter st eee 
| South Africa retains 90-day detention law... ..'s ess « « 26 
Hl Cardinal” Bea defines Reman) ccumenican. “ys ee ae he ay ee ee aT 
| Barth says South Africa critics must face own OU Le ee Aenisieter ee 
| south Africa Catholic students oppose race diserimi netics. foal 
a Ecumenical education seen South African need ....... 31 
ia Hebrew-Christian alliance condemns racism... . Wie evielie ebowe ae 
r | South African churches criticize reformed alliance race state-~ 
THT) Gita Setavets weve e mentary ty PAS ae cet na eR Ta be REY tN Wh We eer aay ey Riau NER bun eat a4 ey 


DOU PRERN: RAGD MSA iier saw et, 
Methodists warn Southern Rhodesia against unilateral independ- 


CLG Sie Enos waite’) ile, Mile tern ta lat Sree tanh gs CNBC De Oi LOC he eo a. Vee eeu set elite 1 te ieee, ou 


SPAIN . 
Spanish  ohurches) Porm countid. 1s cue tet ae ulna ot if,) Ses) Pia oN Meiectey 
Spain's High Court voids conviction of Witness ... se’... 18 
Bea Stresses brotherhood of baptised Christians . PFue Patties, je cieatae 


Restrictions.on Spanish Protestants SUPPOT LE Mi hice Calpe mah eed aL 
. Baptists' new goal in Spain double membership. am 5 Fearge ware 
Spanish bishop rebuked for letter on. LOPES VAM Bae ae lender Pia ig 


Spanish Jewish leader expresses hopes for religious liberty .. 23 
Vatican and Spanish hierarchy approve Protestant "Bill of nap 
Rights" PR Le IN Meter te RMU Diels Talc Sah HMA RARE ye BM red -7 ORO O Re Smug ed TS See 6 cae 26 
5 Spanish Protestants wish peace with other churches <ishhe <tihae eho 
lt Religious liberty: reports from four countries ........ B 


| SUDAN : 

Sudan expulsions "deeply disturbing" says 0.M.S. President . pp 
Roman Catholic statement on Sudan expulsions .....4... ae 
Mission leader critical of Sudanese visit TONE Pa Ged hu ae earner eee te 
Church Wife! combinues, im’ South) Sidanvs ancien tee een ne 26 
Sudan reported ready to TOn~GGey G: ML SSl ONT OB. si «We pas ister Rae 
Sudan denies it will permit re-entry of missionaries gives sk, vee 
| Tensions in North Sudan cited by lay missionary’. ....... 32 
Interior minister claims Sudan aids training of Sudanese i 

PELSOG Si) oe ESE ee eT nS LOE Ree aig ae Na Ne ereare ee a! ne aides ee 


| SWEDEN © 
4 Swedish Luthéran’ Church to review 1951 pronouncement on sex 

| “relations AES Spo ecw Vidar aid ees ca Nha a he ath toe nae! maar 
Swedish bishops "stand firm" on ban On premarital sex relations 22 
| Archbishop calls for renewal at Uppsala jubilee service....., 
| 


e 


eee 


EPS Index/May-August, 1964 


SWITZERLAND 
- Swiss church studies mixed marriage problems « « « « « « « « « 
Mixed marriage problem "insoluable" Valais. hierarchy says .. 


Geneva churches. protest South Africa apartheid ......« » 
Roman Catholic Bishop meets with Swiss reformed Synod ... . 
My Letier condemning South African apartheid) 0. 6 ee le ee 8 


Barthvseys, DOuth Arricavcritios must face Own guilt ove ete we 
TAIWAN 


Dea eo Pole aaeetrt yy) wk, Cred Vel ela varudwh Yay ecltal, vein ee Geel ie va a Me) Mess 


TANGANYIKA Z 

, 2 GWE: Signs pact: for opers tien of Tanganyika by 
TURKEY - | 

Patriarch. attends observance of Turkish national day . .« « « ‘«. 


‘Greek. Archdiocese asks 11 nations to act on Turkish measures 
against Greek Orthodox Acid Ves Ba yk ak ear OI 1 Cogito ARM Ie EA at ie et a 


UNITED KINGDOM 


British Baptists warned against ignoring church unity movement 
Dee seen roe sn ne ene w WAN OTM WAIL G, Cel auirs \ es ayia. (alee) pleut eUtlene xe, 


MOENOoOr VVSEeNL UNLOn plans Levber jasks il vei siya) ies (ee Ore be 
Methodists suggest "covenant" with Anglicans . ......- 
Unity talks reveal large area of Scottish, Anglican church 
Ee OuNS Ot Meme DL ON hal heen er ahs WRG’ sithls Pail eel cel aif iieeieay Viel ee) oa ee ye 
Pence Ota teeratureowi tL eSeek es O004 0000 soi ie oie elie \ 8) eds 
British Catholic heirarchy issues birth control statement .. 


Methodist and Anglican clergy ask end of union Do Reg ee are fas 
Two Anglican Mission Societies to unite in January, 1965... 
Congregational union votes to become national church... 
Irish Anglicans’ approve BVO ea LON ORP al LMI oii shiken! wo acetkd ie.oi8 
Programme planned in Scotland to end "Bairn. Drea eho. ‘ 


Church of Scotland "welcomes" talks with RC's but less ety 
Intércommunion urged from start of \nglican-Methodist Union 


plan e an 6 ® e e e e ® e « C) « e e ° ® e e ° e e.°¢ * ® ° Oho 


Mission Leader: critical of Sudanese visit to Britain... 
Irish Baptists oppose ecumenical movement «. - . «© « © « © «© » 


Irish Presbyterians weigh church stand on union a ipee Nine ae) wie ile uN oh 


Pee aoe ere EO OSG OMe Clit lhe) Met ihaly Melitta etka Wealtfelt en ell eevee Aw line he tise 


Seminary studénts approve Anglican Methodist union report . .. 
Mandela verdict denounced by Archbishop of Canterbury... .. 
lOOth anniversary marked of meres -Eastern churches associ- . 


CG MOL 4 Wil wakes : , batt Ero MR LOCA rg ae me 
"Catholicizing! of Canon feared in new Anglican publication . 
Ecumenical service marks Malawi independence .« » »« « » « «6 « 
Church 6f ‘England to request changes in Prayer Book ... . 
Bee Pe por WO TOME Oat Te Tsay al biiense's ils tienda lta oe vel. le aun See 
British Methodist Conference "deeply concerned about Southern 

BAO MG SRA ioneat re obs ties eet er Vane eek ° RO eT Mae PERT ek ed 


“Methodist léader attacks rules of aoe Pecan aN Ca GE Soa 
British Council of Churches appoints new EA ae NG SiO ate a 
British church bodies plan student campaign . « + © « « +» «© e 
Anglicans postpone action on Paul Report, raise pensions whuelico 


Many church leaders, journals criticize Goldwater candidacy ..2 


UsS-=Beitish Methodist Union 29 sugeested ia, cre deeb ee ie oe, eis 
Hoienee 15 FOpte Of British: SCM. Conference «ire ce. a ee ee oe 
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UNITED KINGDOM (cont. ) | 
House .of Commangs approves Anglican vestments measure ot Sebi et belek <r) 
Worien icolersy” seem soon widel * acdepteds (2 ab) eiwa Sue olka en yeh 
Methodist minister ‘to work in Anglican church... ...:. .«.. oe 
Mixed reactions (toomew diriega Lamas pai iuoinwen ib vanid oe War el tirana tant weche 
Russian Orthodox Leader to visit Anglican Prelate’. ... wi ckesety ora 
Some Anglican vicars offering blessing service as substitute 

LOX ORS GST DIB Vill Shes Unie pow ih ay hace tae RCV evra ane gaat era TRO 35 


Ue che e ; , Pies 
southern peers teh forbid Gisorsaneries in their churches 17 
US Methodists will abolish all-negro division... ....4 .:.17 

“Study shows bias’ in Cathowie textbooks (os tt een wee poses 
US church ask end of radio and TV discrimination ...4... FSH ET, 
6,000 ‘in churohes |) civid niehts mee tine wi iks oy vere eis Teas ae ed: 
Survey shows large public interest in ecumenical news’... . . af 
Jesuit. priest addresses planned parenthood MES VIA Meee OWS te OLY 
WCC backs Mississippi Delta project in historic decision; will 

seek personnel and 160,000 from member churches... .... 17 

A.MSR. Old political action is major Christian concern. ..7, 18 

“United Church women advocate politics-free surplus plan Ar weil: 
Roman Catholic Church joins Tulsa Council. . 7, tp aie he hy wire Remade an 
US Methodists support "orderly" rights dbhoneteattan MRRP Mr pie 42 5) 
Orthodox leader says exiled heirarchs are "scapegoats PAY Seen tants Ny 
Episcopal clergymen ends hunger strikes iS rie ioe Ar NS, 
Lutherans adopt principles for inter-church rela ationships pita eae ce 

_imerican Baptists, Disciples in ‘exploratory! union talks:-. . cae 
A.M.E. conference endorses BPSCCO ON ONL Om: Parris ton ergy meets Ries a 
Anerican YWCA’ action on.membership policy clarified... wie EE 
Unity gains seen resting on understanding ... REM Dia ge ANS 
Report calls for unity of US Anglicans, and “Ontnodes pails ok seve ae 
Southern Baptists vote against proposed North American pi 

AGL LOW SIGE EIA y a niga nie wer Aan RT ee ANS iene tate ate aE yt itesta sole he eee 
Christian education's use of visual arts described oie Lo ete pial amage 
“Dissident oneness Methodists - Crees seneral conference 


stands Asia Gira -aie ei Oo hel Vel lel Net nem stele al ein) Gein : «2d 

Presbyterians ninneowe annent union Roe oT eerie wel ; bis tien te Toe 

US ‘church without a Noa sends money. LOL. one te" church in 
TOO BON ee rena) ete AL Laet ts Ga veld as 4 Getter eh Tis aae SM ae Meal veh eeea 


USA Episcopalians | Wipe “new ‘form of Ministry br Haity. ay ee er is Lee Y 
US Methodist movement disputes Church's position in Union talks 22 
Kcoumenical community service advocateds priest urges study of 

YMCA-CYO Merger’ . .. la Mer eer yg ee TERT Se PY Fe Aad Ne hae ah Sieg Tie oT) 
African pastors study Bere | ween ts Uy SN ANOS duct nk DNC RNY tact ener 
US official foreseés joint RC peatcabant missiond sao eho 
Senate cloture vote hailed: churches pledge "Next arepat otha re alee 
US churches ask world pressure to end South African apartheid . he 
Reformed church agrees to broaden union talks — 4 a er ae et CU ais ae ke 


Priest ‘suggests exchange of personnel... . MERE CRP g SACS. 5 
Problem of priest who criticized cardinal on race issue. sf 
reported "re'golvcda" . ® ° ° e °. e rt) r ° ‘e e e ° . Ne) ® x 


Orthodox mark 100th anniversary in USA CEM elm tom a. ac eae tae oe 
Jewish group consulted on Vatican anti- senitism statement : 
Rights: of ingola’ supported by. Methodist Lae TONAL 6B) og. a 
Fellowship of reconciliation regains tax exempt status Ab 
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lie B idin 2 GGOttie») | : 
New US policy on nationality of Jewish POOL eerie be eee a 29 
‘Primacy, episcopacy studies called vital to Catholic-Orthodox 


a CSE Mee Me picanee Leterme Len ni aire pene the mc tome SCH ie bers) (Ve 25 
Volunteers prepare 1Or LAB GS WORK ere fell ee ie le eel es 2%, 
Clergy to aid students in rights work. . Rasen A geatse Pie talk ey ek 
Women ministers request churches to end Avdimtedor maar 

nation | 26 

“OWS rushes aid to West Pakistan disaster «© +6 « + + + « e © « 26 
Creek Orthodox Archdioces to use English in liturgy .-..-. - 26 
“US Methodist students ask end of draft ~- 2's «+ + 4 © 6 « #6 26 
Churches! impact in USA cities seen in decline . +++ ++ +s 26 
Leading European theologians at institute for US. avergy....:'. 26 
Conservative Baptist body warns against ecumenism + + + « «+ + 26 


Protestant, Roman Catholic clergy officzate at Marriage... « 26 
NCC officer testifies before Republican Platform Committee. . 27 
American Lutheran Convention sanctions civil disobedience . . e7 

. LCA passes plan for theological education. i oe eye 4 ee ons aT. 
Town to aid church project threatened. by Klansmen «+ + + « + eat 
Birmingham Presbyterians protest NCC civil rights action in 

Mississippi... .- SL eke dT ails iti SAS et aig tae te BEES Paar 

. German Methodists ones campaign fae racial Linalaey, ais nen ie 
Church groups. denounce Republican party stand on immigration 28 
Priest sees dual wedding rite as more than isolated incident 28 
Ministry to American Indian seen at "critical Funeturel 2s ls 2h 
Study of "speaking in tongues" will get US Svat hs eds Qn anu Peas 


‘ Tuthérans approve private confession . . ‘ Me aes: 
Presbyterian Church plans closer mission, CeO tn ee 
cooperation ° e ° CJ ° 2 e ° ° s e * ° ° e ° ® e a0. 24 ° 28 


Klan threats and fire fail; Negro church is od eed PA ia ina ee 
Many church leaders, Benes criticize Goldwater candidacy . 29 
TV stations in Southern USA face new charges by united church . 
RO Uti he @ he iA Michie e ser Oy ape) COndny gal Ye SAL CUOh Ree On a ne a AO 29 
US-British Marnoneee union is Bae Stile heehee Site eRe es ere 
Two Missouri Synod clergy to attend Vatican eye wea si are Pe WOR 
NLC leader warns missions on misuse of aid programmes . «+ - 30 
Catholic institute publishes "hymnal of Christian Unt ty. 6. 50 
Catholic students hear Protestant urge expanded ecumenical . 


work age pil Shi Ones ee AANNe Ap ar eae OR Pray ie ts Ah ea We OY SNE ea ae 5 8, 
Greek Orthodox youth hear plea oe 2zoal of teas ae 30 
Crops planted for developing countries - + + +». sietees aa) 

Salvation army Roman Catholic agencies sponsor a San prow 
; Rranine SCO COE LD) ma er ae Pe Wael inl Fae ey ie) ale ete) fe cle le 6 jue 30 


Churches! programme in Harlem: jobs, training, recreation. - 30 
Episcoyal officer explains Church's position in union talks . i 
luther's "mighty fortress" in new Catholic hymnal . . + +s -s DE! 
Gréek Archdiocese asks 11 nations to act on Turkish measures 


Pecan thier eekVOPt ROC OR i vki le leis)» COED Ae Vata ty en ALR ip cerimana a 
“US churches! labour Synday message urges education as job. 
POtPaining” os is fe ae a4 SP raED eh heriokate tp pa cara a,“ ok 


’ Catholics urged to study PRO hen ee as SE eae Sethe cilantro utmasracay soak 
’ Orthodox wedding in Roman Catholic church « « « + © © # #6 » ak 
USA churches! message to stress poverty gap + + + + + + + * + eyes 
NCC leader says "aetermination" of slain rights workers lives 
BUTS Ges wh siete ee . eae 


. eo way  atea an vad. 
; ; A a. 
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Ue Seis (cont. ) 
Two ecumenical dramas by American playwrite will be performed 


f elmevida Wade phe i ois ag ieee Wea cia bareriotlw hudil Carmeta they Mt oreo Ste ere ad ea 
Lay participation in mass ignored, priest Ghargeds. % .. sofa 32 
NCC sends more rights workers to MESS LAS Doe tuys be ans hie Rie ibe 
Former Cuban church leader Says communism gains by Chueorts 
be UE Stine iat tle aos boa w) feb taca crc tem beta foriery Being « puis, ey gs 

Ta theran immigration service eek Devi Sk Oname Latw i oac tants rea ae 
Mixed reactions to new HO OY Ck Ged ast var ei iva\ ay al vel iailew at ere ata s La luny mame 


Family planning information urged. for welfare clients... . oo 
Priest sees hatin elininated in time from POOL TG Wore ho he eS 


“3 USSR 
Patriarch Aaah makes Orthodox Easter peace. plea eet Heute he Guee 
Soviet Government wishes to aid nonasterysin' Greeceye wai... 18 
Russian visit to.Denmark seen stimulating contacts .«... 19 
Russian novices will join monastery at Mount Athos ..... 20 
Report on Russian Orthodex mission activitiéetian yoeleee so 21 
‘Prayers for unity, peace conclude Russian Church pilgrimage . 22 
"Secret" corimunities. reported discovered in Siberia » «+. . 22 
LWF delegation reports good relations anong USSR churches. . 24 
. Moscow radio defends treatment of Wewe = eit mato, ae ee ae 
Atheiste' face probleme Vin GRSRO Ky Me ee toe eas alg te a oY 
Russian Orthodox leader to deeieie Anglivan Prevatene ivi yee oS 


YUGOSLAVIA ee 
Serbian church may scond. observers +6 Vatican COUNOU 2 ey casei 
Serbian Patriarch asks "spiritual OnVEey VOL Churaney, ay Re eas ES 
Record atte sndance ‘at Yugoslav Baptist Youth Gongress ... .%-19 


ZANZIBAR . : gp ; 
Zanzibar to ‘take over all. iSsudoue By et Ra eink? oe We be he hiery Gakalh ania Sees 


ECUMENICAL BODIES 
New service emphasis called for by Near Fast Aid leaders .. 18 
Consultation studies ecumenical strategy in‘academic world . 19 
American YWCA action on henbership: policy) Glarifivad "i006 vs. re0 
Christian education is taski.ot the hotels 0 hush trae te unelee mere 
YWCA plans major meeting on work in Christian ninority areas 24 
Rurdpean, YMCA's will expand work with misrants wows) e+ Gk oe 24 
Tibetan ‘aid agencies diecues coord indtign j. 5) sie. oe ee 
‘Bible leaders ask common text Hey mat ew I Pre saat a Yoh ay 
Christian educators stress need for ecumenical information . 26 
Eeumenical youth and student conference held in Middle East . 27 
YWCA Seminar debates problems of women workers SP PU OER EY Te e's 
Prague Christian PeabeConferanees sys) ois twenuag oceans OE 


Informal methods gain in language Gear POM nee D | So ihe ot tn cee ier ed a 
YMCA leaders study Roman Catholic Member's pits ieia othe ene 
Philip Potter re-eleoted ‘to. top WSCR) postu. 4.0.6) oe) oo BO 
‘Dr. Sherman cites concern for "man who has no thing, to Tose™nnnad 
Christian youth dialogs: wi ii Une ie Waite leu alee wt Wie eeh ace 


| 
. 
| 
| 
: 
bY 
te 
‘ ua 
§ _ Ethiopian YMCA receives first Haile, SelLeaes te (award 7 blauimarsiiemuee 
| 
i 
tt 
i 
European conference will meét on board Danish eb 6 Oued PUA PANS 6 
| Crisis reported in world. (sera pture CltOU1aGLOW, ies an cm ment 
WSCF plans work for NKR TOMA aie Cuttin ey at Nel nr Ne cee ach. 
Christian educators will study family's "diminishing" role . 32 
: ‘a Hebrew-Christian Alliance conderins racism. ......4... 33 
: | YM/Yw World Conference meeting in Beirut. os 1.) ee 33 


Toronto YMCA encourages closer Roman Catholic relations... jee 
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WORLD. CONFESSIONAL BODIES 


German Bishop calls for unbiased dialogue with Jews wa Re 8 


-LWF names representatives to Vatican Council session . . 


GhSerVeLTERNeMeL OL VASLCOMEPCOUNGI Lawes ee ie) ace ey eye « 
LWF signs pact for operation of Tanganyika project 
Consultation. studies the Church's healing ministry .. + 


Lay role seen as.vital-in Hungarian church life .,..»+.« 
LWF delegation, reports good relations among USSR churches 
Free. Methodist fellowship leaders approve constitution 
Canadian. Bishop named Anglican executive officer . 
Lutheran sees history of Roman mass in new era « » «+» 
World Presbyterian Alliance Council in 19th session... 
Religious liberty: reports from four countries ...- -» 
Presbyterian alliance condemns racial prejudice ... . 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


¥ ‘a 7 
ae h 
ae oy” A cee Ke 


Community service emphasis in '64 ish Masini work Camps - 
WCC names new staff member .. . SRI ree ay ea eee : 
WCC backs Mississippi Delta Re an in ia ater decision}; 

‘will seek personnel and$160,000 from member bodies . . 
Readiness to negotiate Cyprus ye urged by Dr. Nolde 
Resettlement of Sealdah refugees completed . « « » +» « » 
WCC warns against false comparisons e»« « e« « « e 


- Total mission needs re-thinking Dr. Cooke tells US 


Presbyterians .-. Pie A NL Dar ei ski ooh ence Gente, Let Ls 
Change in Russian Cees representation to WCC .... . 
wCC expresses sympathy on death of NWehru. .-. +6 « « & « 
WCC statement sent to frade Con delegates « » « « « « « « 
Consultation studies the Church!s healing ministry .. .. 


POUsULEatLoOn One Ulbraetlanwactio0n. in the South African race 


ert Ra hee Ripe er a a oy Mis ae belt aS rie eile UR) eet he lw owe 
Ber Trean Pee uore.StuUCy: AOLOBO iw he ee . 
Southern Africa Christian Consultation on ae eae 
Vajont survivors receive’ chareh aids. bb el ee die let ies 


—— 


wCS “ceblesi ecumenical! patriarch! of aie (eh SOR i Ne % 


Survey of union moves reveals greater confessional range 
- Church leaders hear disarmament negotiators 


Interrational disarmament vnit asked by east-west enunent 
2 leaders ‘e ° ° °s e e * . ° 2 e oe e e ° e e e e e 
WCC and Prague peace conference spe-opentala vee meet . e 


CCIA warns against outside powers in Cyprus ..... ee 


CCIA leaders: warn "time is short" in South Africa ... . 


“New Library dedicated at WCC institute fo. ee eee 


Japanese Buddhists: visit World Council 2.6 eo. ew ete 


ure Naku ewer new pos ee La MPL ee USN A es ORB) ey 
“WCC names observers to next Vatican Council session... 


Tibetan aid agencies discuss coordination... heey: : 


“WCC Executive Committee will meet in Germany xe 27- 31 s 
Roman Catholic ecumenism discussed in two"Ecumenical Review" 


articles .- *e . « ° e e . s J ° e e * ® e 2 


“Gift of valuable’ neue: ite WCC DAE OP avs ob ea i See he RPh Ak 
"Roman Catholic Ecumenism and the World Council of Churches" 


[Prd pukae Wea biee Ieee Rihek weet oem Bol hig ie pe a Daegu 9 
"Is the Vatican Council Really Poanen eons Tt (Dr. WEE 
TLS ANS EO USGS St MAA Ae aa) ey Sa ot a 


6 


e 


vhs 


. ia 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (cont. ) 


ee 


—— oO Cr 


Ecumenical Youth and Student Conference held in Middle Hast . 27 
Consultation studies relations of men and women at work... 28 
Churches seen sharing blame for "chaos" in sexual behaviour . 2¢ 
World Council votes $331,496 for African emergencies .. 29 
DICARWS to re-examine its refugee and financial strategies . 29 
Dr. Smith to WCC post in USA; succeeds Dr. Barnes .« .... 29 
WCC consultation examines "law in revolutionary age" . Yeo 
service to world, seen” siding ‘ohurth wrens wad veiw. ve te Mele ees 29 
"Pragmatic ideolopiste,'" meehingeradvocatedy te (aise terete. usage 
WCC leaders urge continued UN action in Cyprus .. eae anveg 
WCC executive committee nominates Dr. Visser !t Bobet B 
BUCQESE SOM i a Feb se ie Acer ie vane ire Smelt tet wie nic gana MO samme mun ihre Munem Wanner} 
WCC leaders commend efforts: seeking racial justice ..... 30 
Faith. and Order Leaters ) wait limegt tami ye 6) erent eer owen ee Wace 
wOC leader ‘comments on papal Bicvwolical Letters wip. 6) en ave e Se 
Faith and Order leaders challenged to si easiee "concrete 
results ee Ment ey I! stb lascl ihe Mice’ dao: ite sy ae) tenia acre POTD 
UN president receives WCC Cyrie eaten tt eval! de cuile | OR hee ahaa eee Oe 
Christian educators will study family's "diminishing" role . 32 
Faith and Order leaders. discuss~.Vatican-Counodil + . «© «0.6 » 33 
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE . 
Pope sends patriarch enstem: 2reavinee sy Give) pete hire rte, elite! heme 
Orthcdox leader says exiled heirarchs: are "scapeszoats" .. %. 1a 
ratriarch attends observance of Turkish nabd onal: oe ae time eso Se Lt 
WCC cables ecumenical patriarch... . $y VaR ws RAS inne ee mn 
Patriarch's health "considerably improved" MR lh i ala, Wit Shy eh. 
New pan-Orthodox conterenge  lanned (si rele tiy pe heen 20 
WCO leaders urge continued UN action in SINCE Sar (rar te 8) a ee pegs 
New pressures reported against Ecumenical Patriarchate .. . 30 
Greek Archdiocese asks: 11 nations to act on Turkish measures 
" COLI GG ee Ot Or OR ie rena Mile Ailey itt te tity a heer Neale pea ae we ee eae 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (See also Vatican Council ITI) 
Orthodox youth protest against Turkish Government actions. . Ly 
Pope sends patriarch easter BraauEnesi, is et doa ROE gy a Ste be 
Rome not seeking to woo Orthodox from WCC, Bea says yan SMaaetLB 
Pope speaks: of unity in; Pentecost) message rs). lviw) citene swale 
Vatican sets up panel to consult non-Christians ....... 19 
Pope's concern for nationalists facing death in South Africa 19 
Role of new Vatican, Secretariat) defined py acl pulse oy Wale ee 
Bea stresses brotherhood of baptised Christians CN Ghie sy a eee eG 
Ottaviani calls for end of public birth control ica ie ‘rt Meter ee 
Vatican says dre ft of stateuent of Jews still under study .: «. 23 
Unit patriarch speaks On papal supremaAcyo, PM se sierie ele whey ed 
"Profound study" of birth control being made by Vatican, ohed 
Cardinal Bea defines! Roman” eduinend wie wanes oes he aw he un me 27 
Pope. urges’ 'dielogue! to Spanien Cathode bs Masten. Were tel nee 
Vatican radio asks all religions to unite in drive on atheism 28 
Unity will be theme of major Roman Catholic laity meeting » . 28 
Respect others' religious convictions in dialogue, Dutch 
prelate urges oe cr a itll 2a ar wl oth ages a eig tiar (15 Sa Ve aah he 
WCC -leader comments on ‘papal ‘Mndyclical, Lettery vic Aira. eae p i 
Lay participation in mass ignored, priest charges «... + + 32 
Vatican radio sees approva al of Christian unity schema ee eEee 


> 
, ¥ 
db ae 


Tilia ican hice 
a 


SRLS 


Sa 


ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (cént.) 


. 

s 
N 

ine) 


Papal audience for three American Presbyterian leaders 
Popé Paul moves to MO ees Us CRUE Cal a ahem mee ses vies ia pe IOS 


Mixed reactions to new Encyclical IRON stake We et ialtaan wa te 


Ah Roman Catholic view of the riers and international 
Heap fs tia? By erat eaten 7 is bhe Rif oae emo rial Cem pat rwrd eave ate Mere ey (oes welt as fe 45 
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CATEGORY II: Substance 


ANTI-SEMITISM ' 
Arab church council opposes church statements on Jews ...e«. 22 
Moscow AR ese Shih trea ee OT AVGWE ies a We Recetas er a etre ah aka ae 


ATHEISM 
Vatican radio ee aa religions to unite in drive on atheism 28 
Albanian. youth tancet of nowid therad Gri yer saen ean ern ye me 
Atheiste’ face. problems piri USSR. piercer patbiau cg eka ge We rene cam aea mans. 


BROTHERHOODS AND COMMUNITIES 
soviet Government wishes to aid monastery in Greece ..... 18 
Russian novices:willy join monastery atyMount Sthoss o.s w). ahee 20 
Brotherhood Tourded of ‘Serbian praidstel eas si ver.ewah eheele name ye 


CHRISTIAN UNITY AND ECUMENICAL ATTITUDES (See also Vatican Council ry. 
Vatican Council a."niracle", Pastor Boegner says. ..6 . sie. s Ly 


_- ~ 
a an saee - 


ee ee eee ee eee ee ee eee, eee ee 
SE a a IT 
ES 


4) 

\ WOO leaders) .warn “against alee compari gong: « wera see cee ae ee 
Pope speaks of unity in Pentecost message ... UA? Selecta et panes 
i Total mission needs re-thinking Dr. Cooke tells US 

i Prespyterlane.: <>.) 4 Bala tet vel atte! @ chbe ac thay NaN hig Akt es ena aoe 
\ Ten thousand at Mei poiae a Reo MESO DON) paw date cisctnch sua eu 
I German Cardinal asks mutual prayer. site ote aslacs i We gree icone rs miele 
Unity: gains) seensresting) on Understandive: 4a 7c pune eee eee 
| Danish leader in tribute to wcc Beit : eh, iced Re re amen 


Report calls for unity of US, Anglicans ana Omehod efile: Naah nts ney Sener 
Bea stresses brotherhood of baetased CHLUSDABMS et 0s tp iereta eens 
Practical cooperation urged for RC's, Protestants ©... . . » 20 
Cardinal Feltin criticizes misinterpreters of ecumenical 


| DOV BMG Geo 4 lie Neah aril wit ear aU Mts’ ghee eetees Mian teal xe Bi seita 
"False impression" on unity cited by Catholic Hietowian : 
irish Baptists opposé ecumenical movement “60... . 9.9. 5. 
Irish Presbyterians weigh church stand on union ..... 
Priest suggests exchange of PEV SONNE Ai hi aG ire: teeta a 2 a an eee 
Uniat patriarch speaks on papal supremacy . wie 5 6 «ss 


fs there stidl) a Christendom? Pastor Boegnen asks 9 \.).0.) is 
Greek theologian says Vatican-Orthodox talks could "erase" old 


i enmity e a s * ° ° e e e J e ° o e e 

| Primacy, episcopacy sui esy Carat vital ant Catholic- Orthodox 

| dia alogue ° * ° . e a e s e ° ° ° . e e ° e . e e 
articles ° ° e ° © e e ° ° ° « a e e e ° ° e e ° e ° ° e 


| 

| Conservative Baptist body warns against ecumenism .... . 
| "Roman Catholic Ecumenism and the World Council of Churches" 
| (Dr. Lukas Vischer) . es aig eeee a cst eo aloes 
"Is the Vatican Council Really Boumenical?" Ate: aioe 

ory Ni SSLOSie Mii uemeniS BARR UpSaED cia RO Sora Rtn ew Shak Or Skee 8 

. Cardinal Bes. defines Roan’ Soumeni eine wu (a sia ucts tik hee aeeeee ae 
Pops urges) "dialogue to Spanien wlachoe Tce. msc oes bike ees 
| Finnish preimate pledges his church to ecumenism ..... 


| 

| 

f 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

i Roman Catholic ecumenism ferns in pe "Eoumenical Pat 
{ 

| 

| 

| 

| Unity will be theme of major Roman Catholic laity meeting . 


Latin American Lutherans ask stepped-up unity talks .. Sie 
| Respect others! religious convictions in dialogue, Dutch 

k Prelate ares Voce Maa a) si, da tpi iita tate yeh ahaa Late erg eat te 

Cardinal Alfrink predicts ecumenism schema will be accabtnbic 
So other ee Ww le i a la ee tw Re SUE AL Rt AN en ea 


| Pijl Methodists! goal: delend Whetetien inti. wa. ee ee 
! 


hee t, Pen ES Ts, 
Meas GAN, , rs 
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CHRISTIAN UNITY AND ECUMENICAL ATTITUDES (cont. ) 

Catholic (students hear Protestant urge expe unded ecumenical 
She rah eae pel Ga lan OS PRR OL go Rg TIRING AK OO Ae EPL A A 

wCc leader Beat Onopapakebnoyclacalsdettery vests eis 

Koumenical education seen South African need .....- 

Faith and Order leadérs challenged to produce "concrete 
GA TR calidan uew a eta ha Leo rac Til DN Gay 9 Se NN 

Vatican radio sees approval of Ciera on unity schema. . 

Presbyterian Alliance condemns racial prejudice... .«.- 


YM/YW World Conference meeting in Beirut .....e.. 
Malaysian youth volunteer as "ecumenical pioneers" ... 
BUsOvesnN Bev Li eas BUbeSs, COOUDELAT LOU! wa ac sic Me hse hee sc 


Faith and Order leaders CABCUS es  VAbLORMtVOURCL L. vou eck 


CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS ee also Religious Liberty) 
Orthodox.youth protest against Turkish Government actions 
Orthodox leader says. exiled hicrarchs are "scapegoats" . 
pupport fom Christians.in' Wast-Hurope asked «sss 2 6 * 
soviet .Government wishes to aid monastery in Greece... . 
rrovestantichirches fined for illegal collection (wn. wk 
Patriarch attends observance of Turkish national day .. 
German.churches observe Barmen declaration anniversary . 
study of .education bill asked by Jamaica churches... .°.. 
Fellowship-of reconciliation regains tax exempt status .. 
Vatican and Spanish hierarchy approve Protestant "Bill of 

Meine) ay tee ety eu mae ee GLIAL GANG RLS hg! URS LL gC Ley OT ASLO G 
House of Commons approves Anglican vestments measure .. 
New pressures reported against Ecumenical Patriarchate . 


Greek Archdiocese asks ll nations to act on Turkish measures 


Saas eeweGreeksOutMogcox wae Say (ise oly ie IS Seg Os 
Merona l se 6G wakes Overve LTegOnoO Mees REO he oe tees 
Interior -minister claims-Sudan aids training of Sudanese 

priests. Cai ntew yee se omy was Cele ial ay at Pm OT et ya Mexeh a. eet Miler by gia lp Wah gn ie 
Austvaliantchurches critical:-of course ton ‘religion <«i.>.. 


CHURCH UNION 
British Baptists warned against ignoring church unity 


flees ESTES ee AYE SS MC PRR REE TUN Bi A DO RPDS OT aOR A Rt gt ae NO aL 
Aesncon present. union plan, letter asks <j... ie bles |e 
Methodists suggest "covenant". with Anglicans .< . «+. 
Unity talks reveal large area of Scottish, cua church 

BSTECHEND sia ey aie allan es aaah ma urep cia! Ye : See 


Methodist and Anglican capone: ask end of union agit Mie 
American Baptists, disciples in ‘exploratory! union talks 
A.M.E. conference endorses speed on union plan .... 
Irish Anglicans approve discussions on unity . +... . 
4 New Guinea churches hope Pee NiO wa ae POG eo i tanine) es . 
Presbyterians approve church's part in union plan... 


a 


e 


Intercommunion urged from start of Anglican-Methodist Union 


plan . es ° e e . 7 e ° e ° e ° e ° e e ° . e . e * 
US Methodist. movenent disputes Church's bel im Union 
talks ° 3 op eg . °e e e °. e ° e s e e ° o e e e . * e * 


Survey of union moves reveals greater confessional range 
Reformed church agrees to broaden union talks ..... . 
Churches Giscugs North Indian union plan) .6 os kia ey sos 
Seminary students approve Anglican Methodist union report 
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CHURCH UNION (cont.) | 
UsSe~ British, Methodist; union 1s) sugeestedss eel ee ne) ue e 29 
Latin American churches seek autonomy for union . «e+... 29 
Episcopal officer explains church's position in union talks +1 
Progress towards United Church of aN EL Gh Nal Liter Be og tly ea Tec g bog tage thd 


CONFESSIONAL AND DENOMINATIONAL LIFE AND STRUCTURE . 
Archbishop says Africans must direct Africa's Anglican Church 18 
Serbian Patriarch asks "spiritual unity" of church oe TMs “see g Wo 
Frenoh) church synod imanniaty segs toni eae yan pwiavea tute poole 18 
Dane who "preached politics" is sent into retirement ». « « « ». 19 
African church marks decade of BE OW UTNE Re le mere him. ce Riper eel oa eta 
Integration of Madris UPBed TOT (AR PUT CRS) aig tw 4 sede Wel aimee wise iene 
Lutheransadopt principles for inter-church relationships . . . 19 
Congregational union votes to become national church i... . 7 
Leaders of other churches at Anglican ne Ce aelae s enthrone- 

ment Se ey em et a ena Race) See eM eer mene gig mg h Mele Tan a Vi iwer YORE eke 19 
Hungrary's 430,000 Lutherans are served by 430 Seah ° . 
French Roman Catholic hierarchy re-organizes « « « «ee . 
Programme .planned in Scotland to end "bairn drain"! . ¢ s 2>s ¢°20. 
Catholic publication -oritical,of celibacy banw wie abalba . 
Australian Presbyterians move to re-organize work « . .» « « 
Lay role'seen as; Vitalvin Hungarian: churennlifes se. eberpieee 
Archbishop calls for renewal at Uppsala jubilee service .. e 24 


Orthodox church in Greece studies draft of new charter .'. . 
Free methodist fellowship leaders approve constitution « « + 
Greek church will take part in pan-Orthodox meeting .. 2 26 
"Catholicizing" of .Church denied in new Anglican pubbeeasien « 26 
Church Life continue in Ser Sudan church.  Wapn wea Ue Mette DROS 


Presbyterian alliance ‘condemns racial prejudice sc 6 anes er! 


: Churches! (impact ‘in UsShvcities seguro decline wis ene ert es 
; Paul report discussed Oh Mee a ere Leet ety aS eet te Ce ene esta Met hte ov 
! Bantu church sete |aatvonGmy | ctey verte oe tai e eeu eon eae ekee2eT 
| Anglicans .postpone action on Paul Report, raise Pensions hatsheces 
| Paris seen: "eraveyarda"’ of 'Rrench Protestantism ins 2 nk a ek 29 
a House of Commons approves Anglican vestments MCA BUTE eg wy ae 
Pan-Orthodox meeting slated for November + ss 6 ee + «© «6 « 30 
Pope Paul moves't6 modernisé Curia © | Pit Failte ia Celibele Ae ues 
i 


Asian’churches hold Second Assembly in Bangkok ; : «.« «eee 9 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
Italian'court upholds sentence of priest for supporting 


tt 

7 CONFESSIONALISM 
| 

| 

. Cie O.e's rights BOE eh / Or Te. ie PO LAW) ae OTOL ene OAL ae Teh wikis re ve ett ight en eeieee Py: 


Belgium C.Oe's given legal status ib A i a a i a Gea MME SoG eal i te 24 


{ 
EDUCATION (general, Christian) | 
| Study” shows bias: tn Catholic. texttooks) hrgeyigs ate ie (ae veers 
Future Mexican pastors begin new schodl ‘year «6s foes 64 e 
| Consultation studies ecumenical, strategy in’academic world . . 19 
i Congo school reports unusually large women's enrolement .. 
1 New United College planned for West Indies .°. 0. ss 8 0 ee 
Christian‘education's use of visual arts described s,s «a: eas 4 
African pastors SPULY (AUPO AA. te wee eel ate ae hy ees a Aethe MS 


» « 
V4 ea 
1 dc ial 
iJ 


i ee ae ‘ be ‘s : 
ESI Se SST Mi tt, A eee ee ee he Ol ite hes ae Fiat ats ‘Sis 
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EDUCATION (cont.) | 3 
URGLatuen SCuCatLOn te tae ot ethe WtatalChurch" ve dae 8 624 
YMCA -plans -major meeting on work in Christian minority areas 24 
Study of education bill asked by Jamaica churches . « » «+» « 24 
Lsraeli- parliament rejects curb on mission schools «6 « «6» 25 
Christian educators stress need for ecumenical information . 26 
Leading European theologians at institute for U.S. ere gre P20 
ECA passes plan tor theological educations «ee ae ie ee (2e 
New united theological college Prins atistetye Well aipaica ie Patelies 2O 
Informal methods -gain in language teaching . « « « « « « « « 28 
Science is topic:-of British SCM Conference . +. « «6 « « e « « 30 
New Australian syllabus stresses ethics, not religion . . « + 32 
Christian educators will -study family's ‘\diminishing" role . 32 
Laat uhareie mar Cuaver mL eCnN OO Lees We Sie See eel Cebiel Wat aoa ease 35 
Interior minister claims Sudan aids training of Sudanese 
‘priests: e sal ap ose ewe re: Fel eh eiikel me he. (ecmetnne oy Gr O14 eV. Oey e5e. eh 55 
Australian churches critical of course on religion’. « «s°s'« 43 


BTHICS (personal, professional, social) 

Swedish Lutheran -Church to ‘review L951 .pronouncement .on sex 

el ey OVC aL Ercletite hen eoker tle tien, alan l/ellen als ele!) allel hate. 6:iei fen, eile Ay 
British Catholic hierarchy issues birth control statement .. 18 
RC. hierarchy statement on birth control evokes discussion . 19 
To. DCO LOP Tatts Pelkey On DEE tn (COMEPOL Ss haivferis Velie hele ys! eed’ 20 
Ottavieant cabls for end) of /public birth control debate). eo. 2l 
Abortion -condemned, family planning endorsed by Japan 

eae al CC OUT C UA Ges mrren Mel ites \pvile Uiaiilel shielca’ artaaine [-eytetien ce 
Swedish bishops "stand firm" on ban on premarital sex 

relations Ot OG es eh in @ toca Ae bd 0 ee) Tre he le Sa eiekemon bata ta | at ee oe 
“Proround study" of birth ‘control ‘being tina Dy LVa Loan } aif a) Ye 24 
Kenya churches disagree over polygamy question « « « « « « » 25 
German -church protests proposed ‘law on abortion « 6 « « »« « » 26 
Churches -seen sharing blame for "chaos" in sexual behaviour . 28 


FESTIVALS - ; ou: CREE th Pee Sane Se 
Patriarch Alexis aie i Orthodox Haster Peace Plea. ee (eee L7 


INFORMATION 

Church asks end of ti and TV. Shee tia itor Aa Sg Fe Me A ee pan A 

Survey shows large public interest in ecumenical news « e« « « 17 

Hunopean seroadeas Tisneciakists) meets ii) 6 yaa pe leis fee) evs yesve) LY 

Church edrtormcontinues ecumenical News cia ier ew le lie) a! oe er LI 

Two ecumenical dramas by American playwriter will be performed 
Same day aidan ea alee Telia al We igitel? sical eciier ja (lalla yale eco iea ta, VOL 

aie dee churches to use radio to reach Congo's interior ys ae 


INTER-CEURCH AID (see.also Refugess) : 
Czech government now permitting church to receive outside aid 17 
WCC backs Mississippi Delta Project:in historic decision; will 

seek personnel and $160,000 from member bodies »« « « » « « 17 
U.S. church without a ceiling sends money for one to church 
¢ in: Congo SO Pel | OL SL eT OE Che Bae eNO Ee ees ees Sw Se eae! fey ee. Ve A aeae 
Carmen mMburches ie unset GeO ewe me hia! ills) le evalien devateeliial “ehis, ol 
Vajont survivors receive church aid 2. + + « 6 « «© © © © © © « 23 
Funds. from "“acumenical fast" will build centre in Greece .. 25 
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INTER-CHURCH AID (cont. ) | | 
CWS rushes ‘aid to West Pakistan “digastor. feel esnese coe kl ar 26 
Japanese Christians aid earthquake victims .. s « » e« ha ee 
World Council votes $331,496 for African emergencies «+. + .« 29 
Yervice to world seen aiding ichurchuvenewal tems tess leans 29 
sgl planted for developing countries: Sia Si eMC ony Osan ee ao Pads vc a | Mae 8] 


cae ‘CHURCH CONTACTS, EXCHANGES & RELATIONS 
Jesuit ‘priest dade ses planned fone iiaed meeting Wibelitta kn etiety MLE 
Spanish churches form: cottraid Win My mechan ccceueimaersie Meas tunihe Sey Coan | 
Pacific churches plan first assembly tee ai. ° ci eieenae, ae 
Only official delegation will represent EKID at Peay Mes 
PONE HR Sawa aityle wel eae ne MN omieiner ee ° PAGE WNT Lae ee ae eT hs hy MD OE 
Rome ‘not ‘seeking ‘to woo Orthodox from WCC, Bee SAY Site vei vataen Lo 
Ronan) GatholVo.\ Church’ joins: Pil ea ilouned 1s as cme nomy eles be 
Russian. Orthodox ‘make Holy «Land Pilgrimage. ¢:s/ ¢ s%<~« let. .« 18 
Lutherans adopt principles for inter-church relationships... .19 
Russian visit to Denmark seen Sta MUL acl Re torn tai iy here tiene Meek et 
Southern Baptists vote against proposed North American fellow- 
ship 0 Nee ee cahe he Dak al meuhlgs hee ke rales (CAR teh eu ie iver LGANE se a gta a amie aes 20 
Anglicans will-not:join Jamaica council of ‘churches +... . 21 
PrayereiPon lund tye peace conclude Russian church pilgrimage . -22- 
Freedom or Prague! participantea vemphasaed iis wen eames ao cyte 
LWF delegation reports good relations among. USSR churches °. one 
New. pan-Orthodox. ‘conferonoe planned’? you nti mle ere eee 25 
Methodist minister to work in Anglican church .°.% «©. « « « 52 
Coptic Mcader plane town tof AP nti eat wi uatvce. se niente ieee eres nie tare 43 
Russian Orphodox Teader to Wieie dnetioan oe ARG iad tas Becwa 3 


INTER=CONFESSIONAL RELATIONS 
Pope-eends patriarch Basten arcet imeehisiierite he Mee ae oe Ly 
Dutch reformed leaders reply to cardinal'ts letter .....-. aa 
French church seynod (iim exnual’ sesatonl a sd toi ey ee 
Church editor continues ecumenical news, despite loss of some 

PALS TS ii Yal pie vero maleate Sah igs Nig Mahia la uti elalh Miata ie hac ee RGSS oat ee sae ean 19 
Church of Scotland "welcomes" talks with RC's but less” warmly 21 
Better church relations in Japan laid to Catholic initiative 22 
Ecumenical co munity service purr tay priest urges study of 

“YMCA-CYO merger elem e he ® * e@ e ee ° ee «6 22 
Old Catholics, Roman Cee Wart ain tse in ee Nether penas A ee 
U.S. official foresees ‘joint R.C.-protestant Ibe a Lons Negietiate res 
Dutch veformed ‘journal critical of Anglican- Catholic overtures 2 
Swiss church studies mixed MarTVvagse ProULenesn sy, eased sete ee 
Mixed marriage ‘provlém “insoluable" Valais hierarchy says . . 
Dutch leaders: appeal for better relations 66 424 1oal le moe 
Funds from "ecumenical fast" will build centre in Greece .« »s 
Roman Catholic Bishop meets with Swiss reformed OYTO te es ueete 
Bible leaders ask common text Oy CANO, ROK Pee) Meee Oo @ ace opciiet Srevhe euler pe 
LOOth anniversary marked of Anglican-Eastern Churches 

ASSOLE GL OM OLN Neb aatel Okie ge ei mninI yi Melb EN oul Rectal ae paade nae ‘ge 
Cardinal cautions against intercommunion experiments: “s) . is %s 
Leading European ‘theologians ‘at institute for U.S. Clerey iw 
Protestant, Roman Catholic clergy officiate at marriage a.) es 
German ‘Ca stholic tnstitute launches youth ecumenical service _ 

‘projects OR ti ete mee eR els etl ain he! «en setae: | aba inter tet Alia hig) ie: kibeiaagilihel aia mare 
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INTER-CONFESSIONAL RELATIONS (cont.) 


Protestant leader urges revision of Catholic marriage laws . 
Priest sees dual wedding rite as more than isolated incident 


India's industrial belt clergy chart ecumenical’ action. . 
Spanish Protestants wish peace with other churches .... 
INCA isaders study Roman Catholic membership see ee 8 es 
Salvation Army, Roman Catholic agencies sponsor joint 
ProSvamumet oven Ma iran Va eee ates eh ge gel rein el ee igh 
Orthodox wedding “in Ronan, Catholic sehurch’ =o wee. ea de 
Papal: audience for three American Presbyterian leaders .. 
Pe levee yout nolvdvrrret assem ly a Cee ie ie el we 


INTER-FPATTH RELATIONS 

 Gérman bishop: calls for unbiased dialogue with Jews ... 
sVaetican sete up panel to. consult non-Christians sa ss 
Rolevol nen. VauLoan oeere tari at’ Geigy Vier eh ke eh ee ee 
"Reconverted Christians" sought by Jewish community . .« . 
Protestant group begins work on settlement in Galilee .. 
Jewish group consulted on Vatican anti-semitism statement 

Vatican radio asks all religions to unite in drive on 
atheism ah Ores Mets ene eee tame) 0 ha fe! Cee 6h erie! ve terete le hier le. jee le 
Synagogue leaders discuss Second Vatican Council . ... e 
Cnirestian youth dialogue witth® the Jews %) % w % je We a ee 


INTERNATIONAL AFFATRS 
Readiness: to negotiate Cyprus treaties urged by Dr. Nolde 
WOC: statement: Sent to trade ‘conference 24. ee 8 aie. 
International disarmament unit asked by east-west church 
TAPS SHR Sad SR Ne Nag) Soe ae oa Sora gh Vd aay Pp suc Th Aa Sle alti GNP BAUR ley hat yA: Ob Mie ema 
CCIA warns against outside powers in Cyprus « « » » e « »« 
Japanese buddhists Visit World. Councils 2 ses 6 eee: 6 es 
Prasvevchrisvian PeAcenCOnPerence ye) ier et ee ee let el ae 
(Praca tic swaeclogisthe hy meeting advoCe ted sti eee fe) es) 8! se!) s 
UN president receives) WCC Cyprus statement ea el eee ee 
Gorman Bishep etrecsou: war euiltaot mation ww Poe Nea bo 
A Roman: Catholic view of the Church: and international 
Ed SARL Lia ere tee ates wey. eet aw Sh ng tere el we ge ee eS 


LAITY 
USA Episcopalians urge new form:of ministry for laity ©». 
shay role seen: as vital in Hungarian church life .. .'.« « » 
Unity will be theme of major Roman Catholic laity meeting 
Ley participation »in’ mass ignored, priest charges»)... 


LITERATURE (including Bible and other publications) 


De Dees bend om oe Ske GOMMON TORI EAy Shere ere ee Val pet se 


LITURGY & FORMS OF WORSHIP 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese to use English in liturgy . . . 
Church of England to request changes in Prayer Book .%. . .« 
Lutheran sees: history of Roman mass in new era « « »« =» « « 
Priest sees: Latin eliminated in time from public worship . 


e 
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26 


26 
ey 
28 
ope, 


ee ee 


EPS Index/May-August, 1964 ; aoe “ By Lehi 22 


H MINISTRY . ; 
Women admitted to pastorate of Belgian church ... +e. «- 24 
Women ministers request churches to end ordination discrimi- 
nation bE WN Cs ARR We MOE MEN nied A CW h eN ety UE UM cl Carty Bape BAP oa os 26 
Woken ‘clerey \secnijsoon mid 6 lam iat oe phos Wario an terme signee ni ae eee » 31 
MISSIONS (home and foreign) 
‘ae Sudan, expulsions "deeply disturbing" says C.M.S. presidents. i] 
| Priests flee “Coneo..s tatdiams:s ar tal whim exlw ctu teal te eine elie wach nee 
Two Anglican Mission societies to unite in UATE Uyintel al settvh tedert LO 
Roman, Catholic statement on Sudan GXDMI SA ONS! (ail 'e'ietiiw wivkad tovdel.ee oo 
i National church will be asked orient new missionaries .. aw ae 
it Mission leader critical of Sudanese visit to Britain . .. <-. 21 
Report on Russian Orthodox mission Activities ©... ..% «21 
Young, churches ‘send: out ‘missionaries... >. vive oo, wil fet etitetriel ove 
U.S, official foresees joint Ri. - protestant.missions 2. 2° 322 
South African churches meet to discuss mission . < .«.«..«. wie 5 
Israeli, parliament rejeots curb on mission schools . ... ee go Fe 
Chupch; Lire) continent Ss i Sudemn tebnioedhk | sisi een es eae ae eee 
Large number of conversions reported’ in NDNA Ope. Wy wie Siew aleve Ce 
Ministry to, American Indian. seen ate "Onuts cal, june bur et a ehie ge OR 
Presbyterian Church plans closer miseion, national church: 
cooperation Le a ee MEET RRA Sek SR SBA Wet Jule WE Sane hn TYRES Gn es PCL ee len Me. WW Pe PERN 
Two American missionaries deported by Southern Rhodesia .. « 28 
Sudan reported ready to-re-admit missionaries ....<« ey eu 
Southern Rhodesia clergy protest deportation somders \ tat gaara 
Sudan denies, it will permit re-entry of missionaries ... « . Pers 
NLC leader warns missions on misuse of aid PrOSTAUMES =: 475.48 shale 50 
iM Protestant. missionaries open work in Ecuador's Ce. pital i waaay tay oO 
Lt Pishop: Podee Talks of deportation order nec ony een mete 30 
L Tensions jn North,Sudan cited by lay MA SST OMe Tye aire ose Ee ae 
| Portuguese yisa, policy seen frustrating work in Angola ... . » 32 
Congo, tribes work, together to complete needed: airstript., ee 2153 


———S 


ee 


: 
| NATIONAL, INDEPENDENCE AND BUILDING : 

| Methodists warn Southern Rhodesians against unilateral inde- 

. pendence ie wiles le) ©) Lest onyell teil e | teliea ellen Mews Mem Mee het Pinwiintin ee raed iib 
Rights of, Angola supported by, Methodist.missionaries . <<... a5 
Ecumenical service marks Malawi independence . ss. «+. + ee» 26 


| 

} 

t 

I) ~ NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS 

New.U.S. policy on nationality of Jewish people .:. «. +s 
Synagogue leaders discuss Second Vatican Council ..... 
Japanese Buddhists borrow ideas from Christian churches. 


| NUCLEAR ENERGY AND WEAPONS . hts 
Church leaders hear, disarmament.nepotiators  ..0.<). 6 ee 
| Prague. Christian Peace Contansnoe || tal we guy eu 6 
| ORTHODOX. CHURCHES this 
| Orthodox youth protest against Turkish Government actions 
New. primate.named of Russian church abroad . . «so » ee 
} Orthodox‘ mark 100th anniversary in USA... «e+ 6.0 * - 
: New pan-Orthodox conference planned ... » oe cast i a se ln 
| Greek Church will take part in pan-Orthodox meeting .. « 
Pan-Orthodox meeting slated for November ..+.+.-«.«ses 
Orthodox theologians meet in Denmark « » . « « e abs eran th 
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PERSONAL LIBERTY 
19 religious bodies condemn South Africa detention law .. . 18 
Mim vleaasehuT Cones LOLeeborre Lorian crLola 6 fells wily (a ea < e LO 
Pope's concern Tor nationalizt racing death in’ South Africa . 19 
Religious leaders condemn S, African detention law . . « 6 *°20 
Ban on Chief Luthuli extended and made more severe .. ss ee 20 
south African Dutch Retormed oynod refuses to back protest 
Cornet Mee eat pier ere a Neva ace etal) a! eel a let er ea a wed 
South tries resveine JO-day detention Taw 8's oa ele ee ee a6 


PERSONALITIES 

DGleraterewoy batt Menor ate ce Foe) ee fee se 8 ee eee LL 
Change in Russian’ church representation to WCC: “ste 8 ¢ (ee a LY 
New primate named” or Hussian church abroad 0's e's e's) we (4 22 
Meocetes cCuMeni Cg Me trLarei sy 's e 1 eee ree relate elie eR) 
Pouviarcivie neato “CoMei derab ly -TmurOved ey e's vee te ele feed 
Peo ur or new FOOlL 10 AE Ga le! «6 (cule fs coe a) a ce te, eile ee 
Or oetaneid agencies G1souss COOTATNE UT ON oe he hee ee eat er 26 
Canadian Bishop named Anglican executive officer . . s «-» eT 
Pe ene counel | sor-Churchen) apoolnts New Stalin. wee atten ee] 
_ Anglicans mark centenary of #frican's consecration . « » « « 27 
Barth says South Africa critics must face own guilt . » . . ‘s+ 28 
Perromith to WCC) post in US#s “succeeds Dr. Barnes tei ens) %e i 2 29 
Church journal endorses Dr. King for Novel Peace PERE rhe ren ae 

WCC Executive Committee hominates Dre Visser "trhoort*s 
' successor Pete ee dl Sit akisin waea adhe ie celta ental ty War Met, S30 
Philip Potter re-elected ah top WSCF ava Pere a she et het ite MeN ne), IU 


PUBLICATIONS 
Mind for lateracure will iseek $15000,000" . wre le Me ee Mele MLS 
Peroeme re sos) |. OOG. Mark “sie ia Ys, eel ere Soa te wis eaten em 20 
WEC exptessés sympathy Sri ies Sirona ere Mee el aes ete) ce LO 
Gittaot waluaple books. Lo WCC library eins « Opeth, Pe 2 
Catholic ‘instituté published "hymnal of trey WLI er a OU 
Luther's Mi enty fortress in new Catholic hymnal Woe ee SL 
ECrigie reported in world ‘scripture Carculation( sh. Pete as O51 


RACE RELATIONS 
Southern Presbyterians forbid discrimination in their churches1/ 
Teo.) Meothodi ats will oebolich iall-nesro divisions. (eee ee. LT 
U.S. church asks and of radio and TV discrimination ..... 17 
6,000 in churches! civil rights meeting . 1... 6 ee eee eo LT 
WCC backs Mississippi Delta project in historic decision; 

_ will’ seek personnel and $160,000 from member bodies ....-. 17 
A.M.E...told political action is major Christian concern « . » 18 
ets i Wetnoalate support "orderly" rights demonstratvLon foe es tek LB 
Episcopal Clergyman ends hunger strike «5. 6 e'e ee eww LO 
Dissident Mississippi Methodists oppose General Conference 

Rete a PN ee Ne Tea Cay ne eaten ts Shatin ove DR Lig! gh elite Mea wah ee 
Presbyterians approve church's part in union plan . . »« « « « 21 
African churchmen condemn Bantu bill . « «© « « «© «© » © © eo @ Sl 
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RACE RELATIONS (cont. ) 3 
‘Consultation on Christian action in the South African race 
_situation re Pe eran (Le elt er oll ek igre een pee « » Soe Sah te ee Nees dea ee 
Southern Africa Christian consultation on race relations .. 22 
Senate cloture vote haileds:- churches pledge "Next steps" Sige wee D 
Ethnic, racial discriminanion assailed by Canadian Pres- aa 
byterians EO OR ney oiler Colt em ee at a Va eyed ee ene leet eth ee eel cel ale o 29 
U.S. churches ask world pressure to end S. African apartheid 23 
Problen of priest who criticized cardinal on race issue res 
Ported Mvesaived Ie ih eta ea ella eal oai tek cen eas want eu Nennen Onan tem 2 
Mendela sentence stom si cals te, tap kee Mee ihe Wik wet ae ek Cea ee elie ad Rane ae ae 
CCIA lea ders Warn: "GIMe hs TROUT cL CO a DP eee ee erat tel ae 24 
Geneva, churches protest Bouin PG ace hore Mayer also ety meh pan Manat Rags clerk 
Mendela verdict denounced by Archbishop of Canterbury .... 25 
Bishop criticizes racial laws but warns against violence .. 25 
Volunteers prepare Pon chieehie work cha ih ull Menetned Gal yg en ete: Ge nme 
A letter condemning south african apartheid . + « « « «© 6 « « 25 
Clergy to. aid studenten. righ ta works’ cts es oe let «low eee eee 
NCC officer testifies before Republican Platform Committee . 27 
American Lutheran Convention sanctions civil disobedience eve eee 
Town to aid church project threatened by Klansmen 2°. 7%. '. 6s .27 
Birmingham Presbyterians protest NCC civil rights action in 
MiBSLSST DDL site. he. ga 'ecneiil gene eek nen OAL hal cate, al iam te aa moe en gee ee 
German Methodists support campaign for, racial, equality»... 2.27 
British Methodist Conference "deeply concerned about Southern 
Rhodesia". o> Ne eke he! Ne ele esha ee eae abe. hike h ) ere TM ella em emw) ine . ee a] 
Barth says South Africa critics must fade ‘own WUISE Tee cet me, ee 
Klan threats and fire Paid! Negro Church 16) padieved sat te. a) esa as 
TV stations in southern USA face new charges by United Church 
BeOup oe Wate rots She, euiael hie ate aoe ee min We hie Olt COLL wi eH ai OMene nace tei tae ® 29 
WCC leaders’ commend efforts seeking racial justice -. % <4 «) 790 
Churches! programme in Harlem: jobs, training, recreation . . . 30 
S., Africa Catholic students oppose race discrimination .... 31 
NCC leader says "determination" of Slain rights workers 


- 


% Me AT ai cle ROM a Are POD ce le MND Ure ERG A US RAN s MSle neu Arr S48) CoN 
a NCC sends more rights workers to Mississippi erie ue ah haa coe Bete 
Hebrew- Christian Alliance condemns racism 1. .<« e« «+s 32 


% Presbyterian alliance condemns racial prejudice ER Baa de Rays I 
South African, churches criticiza reformed alliance race 
statement ote Pets Mel veh oho t Sa edi wake Ee OLne ne let gm eei Ath Ut Ol Ceca ee mee re. 


REFUGEES (see also Inter-Church Aid) | 
Resettlement of Sealdah refugees completed . «4 « « «sss 18 
. New. service emphasis called. by Near Bast aid leaders ..%: 4 18 
LWF, signs pact for operation of Tanganyika refugee project” ajar”, 
Monastery turned into modern home for the BOO a ae aly wiles ena oem 
Tibetan aid agencies discuss. coordination «.« 6 » +» «© «© s « » 26 
| World Council votes $331,496 for African emergencies ...«e 29 
| DICARWS to re-examine its refugee and financial strategies avon ae 
| $40,000 in church aid for Pakistani refugees 9.) \.e'. ter’ esterase 
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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY (see also Church-State Relations). : | 
Haiti expels‘Episcopal Bishop who led church 21 years’... . 17 
Sudan expulsions:"deeply disturbing" says C.M.S. president . . 17 
Spain's High ‘Court’voids:conviction of witness . . 6 « + « «+ 18 
Roman .Catholve etatenent on budan expuleione Ve ee ete 19 
Restrictions on Spanish protestants supported .« « « « « « » « 20 
Baptists! new goal in Spain double membership . .....s+-e 21 
TeTael Cpa ay CAVi a MOTE TON Benth Mae ie sae ee ge ele a Steg ead 
Mission leader critical of Sudanese vi it to Britain... .. 21 
Spanish bishop’ rebuked*for’ letter on" protestants:. . ¢ »« «2 « 22 
Spanish Jewish leader expresses hopes for religious liberty . 23 
Vatican and Spanish hierarchy approve protestant "Bill of 

Rights" CL ea eee eter eG ce TR LINO ae Te ea et we mer a Te lh lg MMe i elidnelt elie: |e 26 
Israel may. restrict conversion: of MinNOTS « 2 0 6 ee 6 NO a le ae 
sudan reported Poacyi to re-AdMe ms selonaree 1A mer yee 28 
Southern Rhodesia clergy protest deportation ‘order ‘soa 80s 29 

att Sudan denies it will permit re-entry of Miseioriarves ys. Ve: 29 

mretenop mode talks of deportation ‘order: eee ele ele et 30 
Religious liberty: reports from four countries . ... s+ «© « 31 
Tensions’in North Sudan cited by lay missionary . 2. s/s 5 « 32 
israel recognizes a private wedding 2°. se ees 2 ee 8 tee 59 


REPENTANCE ACTIONS AND RECONCILIATION: 
German "repentance" work may be extended to USSR ate Lie Mare da tae BA 


SACRAMENTS highend 
N.4. Ahglicans approve intercommunion proposals: 2. 2 s+. « « « lf 
Intercommunion urged from start of Anglican-Methodist Union 
PRN EIN Se ORES RET She ie A men ee Ere oN ee Res de tae Ane De, YL 
Uniet patriarch speaks on papal supremacy. .50« «6 « © 0 ste 8 «24 
Protestant, Roman Catholic clergy officiate at marriage ... 26 
Priest’ sees dual’ wedding rite as: more than isolated incident EG 
PUN eETANSUBCPTOVe BELVAtS CONTCSSLON ay gS ise ea wi 8 28 
Some Anglican vicars offering blessing service as substitute 
for Sa lati SUNG Eee TUR et bells (iain ML waa aw ie hie Pe we eS 
SOCIAL, * ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS AND CHRISTIAN ACTION 
Catholic’ church in Latin America seen awakening to: social ills 17 
Writich ehurghesuree-newiwarron Want ie ss eee a ee ee ee aT 
Jesuit priest addresses planned parenthood meeting .«. « « « e« « 17 
A.M.B. told politi¢al action is‘major Christian concern + .'» 18 
Sukarno aides seek churches! support on malaysia issue . . + « 18 
Uarenco team VLE work AN Oy Pras! aha le we ee et le et ey tee LE 
Tribal’ divisions bridged in Congo ministerial school .....- 18 
United Church women ‘advocate politics-free surplus plan ..«. 18 
Roman Catholic Bishop sees reform as Brazil's greatest need . 19 
Mignbi sap MORNE LaGOUr UNTO M et shal Rl a Bee elle te eae Sere TO 
Waldensian pastor takes issue with cardinal on Sicily's condi- 
tions Ritts a: ae a te hak Oth eh iy a hh Oy al EN © Sle ee a) wk Le © ea eid 
Presbyterians approve church's part in union plan «© « « » « » 21 
Consultation studies the church's ‘healing ministry « »-s 56 «+ - ad 
_ American, Korean doctors tend wounded demonstrators « . + «© « 22 
Bast’ African Churches map urban strategy » « 0 + 6 « e+e 6 © 6 22 
Kenya churches urge support of U.N. convention on prostitution 22 
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SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS AND CHRISTIAN ACTION (cont. ) 
Nationalism, seen threatening Buropean) unity <o.yoiet hoes 6 le eae 
Taiwan churehest Suey 6yuworl waren tlle ha eae ete hk eueuaes ann es en 
Church, pean. Leames for. indian eaten ead wl iee ase hee eiieaes eee Pky oes 23 
Act to. avert. social upheaval Cardinal warns AYECHTIME I: Neola o 
Cardinal‘s. plea for government, labour reconciliation rejected 24 
European. YMCA's will expand work with migrants hss fe, neo 10% 4 Maas tart ae 
Jamaica churches, agree. on urgency of population growth problem 24 
German Catholic institute launches youth ecumenical service 

. projects PASTS OPO Te OE O D'S Ae.” te Sete sle yumiiiee MAO pte tee etna Ad eR ae ate lates unicai sie 26 
Australian goodwill mission returns from Indonesia... ..... eft 
Consultation studies relations of men and women at work .°.. 28 
Church. groups denounce. Republican party stand on.immigration . 28 
India's industrial. belt clergy chart ecumenical action... ames 
WCC consultation examines “law in revolutionary agevaiwe scsoe 29 
Many. church leaders, journals criticize Goldwater candidacy. . 29 
Dr, Sherman cites concern for "man who has nothing to lose" . 40 
Prelates. pledge cooperation with state's welfare programme . . 30 
Salvation Army, Roman Catholic agencies sponsor joint 

Programme, Toshe Loum eran te, iis | euss tim glean ante tad eed akan sake 

L| Churches! programme in. Harlem: jobs, training, recreation . . 30 

bi US churches' labour Sunday message urges education and job 

retraining Dee ed a Oe LN, ee aa a RA NR me h Pele tsa iPr yale a2 31 

1 USA churches! message to) stress poverty) gan wus) as Ron ae ee wk 

Former Cuban church leader says communism gains by church's 

PAD TUBE eri al ghee ee ag eal ay eee a Ri Ole PRUE DG eT RIn aeCr 32 
Lutheran. immigration service backs revision in law ....s.-. pe 
Family planning information for welfare clients ....«..4¢ 32 


STATISTICS 2 

Roman denomination may become biggest church in Australia - 
in 1970s ODM SFO tw) eed ATR gehts Oke, eiipdien ew eire Wace eer tarie gel eyelet eg eincat Ie Ole ran 29 
Kroean. Methodism gains.11 % in 1963; 72 % in last decade .-s . 33 


r EMA HOR BOLE GOs CON Wess Sieh it ue Tad Ue § Rin. teat ragan Re Re * Pore 

: Faith and Order Leaders aii) meat ja Pala eie Wel “ee heey) ght aug sueen 
Catholics urged to study Protestant sanctity ...< . shi Wl eet Se | 
World Presbyterian Alliance Council,in. 19th session .... . . « 31 | 
Orthodox theslogians meer in. Denmauwkev cu puny piecemeal ea see 42 


VATICAN. COUNCIL II (see also Roman Catholic Church) : 
Serbian church may send observres to Vatican Council .... An ce 
LWF names representatives to. Vatican Council session . .... 19 
Observers. namedito) Vetawanw hour tain a aaeuseniy hemt ea. ae ie ee ee 20 
Schenata-reported..atreenianedeur. cis Wane eel auctor Seu 
Jewish group consulted on Vatican anti-semitism statement ... 25 
WCC names observers to.next Vatican Council session .... eed 
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APPROVAL OF BILL FOR 
SPANISH PROTESTANTS FORECAST 


(La Coruna, Spain) - The draft law which would give Spanish Protestants 
greater freedom of action than they have ever had before has been debated 
by the Spanish Cabinet and, according to the French daily Le Monde, has 
been approved. ; 


The Cabinet's consideration of the long-pending legislation concerning the 
status of non-Catholics followed announcement that an agreement to support 
it had been signed by representatives of the Franco government and the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy. 


Following endorsement by the Cabinet the next step is submission to the 
Cortes (Parliament) and well-informed circles believe there is little doubt 
that it will receive approval there. They point out that in the 26 years 
of the Franco government the Parliament has never rejected a bill submitted 
with Cabinet approval. 


Details of the proposed law have not been revealed. However, reliable 
sources said it would remove legal and administrative barriers that have 
kept Protestants from responsible government posts. They also said it 
would permit non-Catholic bodies to own property, publish literature, . 
operate church schools, and give legal sanction to marriages performed by 
Protestant ministers. EPS, Geneva 
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LUTHERAN LEADER SEES "MIDDLE WAY" 
AS VATICAN COUNCIL OUTCOME 


(Reykjavik, Iceland) - A Lutheran theologian suggested here that neither the 
"progressivec'nor the "conservatives" will carry the day in the Second Vati- 
can Council, but that the Council Fathers "will find a middle way between 

an unchangeable doctrinal position and a complete change in progressive 
terms", 


Dr. Vilmos Vajta, research professor of the Lutheran Foundation of Inter- 
Confessional Research, Strasbourg, France, said Pope Paul VI's concern to ~ 
find this middle way is "evident" and that criticisms of him for not bring- 
ing his weight to bear on one side or the other are "unjust", 


Dr. Vajta spoke to the Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federation 
in session here. Before assuming his present position with the Foundation 
he was for ll years pial tes of the LWF's Department of She os Ue, ee one of 
its delegate-ovservers to the Second Vatican Council. 


Dr. Vajta said that the Pope has made it"cvident that he will. interfere (in 
Council proceedings) only in order to find such a middle way, tut will not 
volunteer to help either the ‘conservatives! or the 'progressives! to cheap 
i BOY He adde’s: ; 


"Even the decress of the Council will carry the marks of such a middle-way 
compromise.: Thus the Council will certainly have for most Protestants a 
very unsatisfactory outcome as far as its pronouncements are concerned 
though at the same time there will be many signs Of. a, development which. ug 
open new avenues for the dialdgue.”~ : 


* * ae 


In another session of the seven-day meeting it was announced that French 
will become the 15th broadcast language of the LWF's Radio Voice of the 
Gospel in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Present broadcasts of the’ short-wave 
radio centre, beamed to southern Asia, the Near East and most of Africa, 
are in Afrikaans,: . Amharic; Arabic, English, Hindi, Malagasy, Nyanja, Sin- 
halese, Sesotho, Swahili, Tamil, Telugu, Persian, and Zulu. 


The Committee also named Dr, Franklin Clark Fry, New York, head of the 
Lutheran Church in America and immediate past president of the LWF, as 
board chairman of the LWF ‘Broadcasting Service. EPS, Geneva 


SYRIAN ORTHODOX. DELEGATES HIT 
SEGREGATION, RACIAL VIOLENCE 


(Toronto, Ont.) + Resolutions condemning segregation and racial violence and 
endorsing the ecuxenical movement were adopted by some 400 clergy and lay 

delegates at the 19th annual meeting of the Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Arch- 
diocese of New York and North America here. 


The resolution dealing with unity pledges support for Nall worthy pan~ 
Christian endeavours designed to further Christian unity", and resolves -to 
seek "every opportunity to strengthen our ties with the ancient Oriental 
Christian communities, the Roman Catholic communion, and the denominations 
springing from the Protestant Reformation". EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES CHIDED FOR UNWILLINGNESS 
TO MOVE TOWARDS UNITY 


(Nottingham) ~ Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, said here that the churches! attitude towards Christian 
unity is like "the dangerous position of people who have a bad conscience 
about their previous life, who are willing to take some steps toward a new 
life, but who shrink back when they are faced with the demand for a full 

and real repentance". 


Addressing 500 delegates and obsérvers to the week-long First British Faith 
and Order Conference, the WCC leader said "the churches have been taken to 
the water" of unity, "but they do not seem to be willing to drink. It is 
with unity as with peace. We want it, but refuse to pay the price for it." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft listed four obstacles to unity: the fear of concrete 
tangible unity; the captive state of the churches (they have entered into 
"various types of alliance with worldly forces ...e in such a way that they 
have lost their fundamental freedom of action"); mixed motives about ~ 
unity; and a wrong sense of proportion. 


"There is only one motive which can give the movement for unity real force 
and genuine independence", he declared. "Tt is that unity belongs to the 
very nature of the Church and that division in any form obscures the design 
of God in calling His people... The Church contradicts its own being, denies 
its own Mission in so far as itis divided. The Church needs unity, not 
because it is useful, desirable, or agreeable, but because it belongs to 

the essence of its life. The Church is unity." 


The Faith and Order meeting is sponsored by the British Council of Churches, 
which represents virtually all the churches, except the Roman Catholic, in 
Britain and Ireland. Church leaders attending include the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, 
and leaders of the Free Churches. 


Ten Roman Catholic observers are present and Roman Catholics have shared in 
the planning of the conference. A series of i national and regional pre- 
paratory meetings preceded the conference. EB, Geneva 


NEW PRESBYTERIAN SCHOOL AIMS 
AT RAISING STATUS OF CONGO WOMEN 


(Lubondai, Congo) - In an attempt to help close the "educational gap" 
between women and men in this African nation, Presbyterians are opening a 
new high school for girls this month. It will provide both home economics 
training and a general, secondary-level education. 


Supported by the Presbyterian Church of Congo and the Presbyterian Church 
U.S. (Southern), it will be the only school of its kind in the Kasai area, 
and one of the few home economics schools in the nation. Fifty students 
are expected to enrol in the entering class, and the school is designed 
EOP an eventual enrolment of 250. , : EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES! GIFTS HELP REFORMED 
IN HUNGARY OPEN NEW HOME FOR AGED 


(Budapest) ~ Gifts totalling about $140,000 sent through the Division of 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service of the World Council of | 
Churches have enabled the Hungarian Reformed Church to open a new home for 
the aged at Leanyfalu, near heres 


A further sum of approximately $2,700 was contributed directly by HEKS, 
the service agency of the Evangelical Churches in Switzerland. The balance 
of the capital cost was raised in Hungary. 


The home, costing more than 4,800,000 forints (approximately $200,000) 
provides lifetime care for 60 aged persons. It is one of a number of 
institutions for old people or handicapped children operated by the 
Reformed Church in Hungary. | 


"In full gratitude to God, we thank the sister churches for the love with 
which they have helped us to practise charity", said Bishop Dr. Timor 
Bartha, Ministerial President of the Synod of the Hungarian Reformed Church, 
at the recent dedication service for the new home. The service was attended 
on behalf of the WCC by Dr. Leslie B. Cooke, Director of the ICA Division, 
Dr. G. Garfield Williams, ICA. Secretary for Europe, and Dr. H. Hellstern, 
Director of HEKS, EPS, Geneva 


NEWMAN CLUB DELEGATES ENDORSE 
ECUMENICAL PROCECTS 


(Milwaukee, Wis.) - The National Newman Club Federation composed of Roman 


-Catholic students on non-Catholic campuses, has called on its local groups 


to educate their members in ecumenism and to undertake service projects with 
Protestant and Orthodox Christians in areas of social action, dialogue, 
liturgical experience, and united Christian witness on the campus. 


"Houmenism involves a searching together for unity in the Christian faith", 


a resolution adopted at a meeting here said. "Unification seems to imply a 
higher synthesis of the Christien churches which would respect what is 
essential to each tradition." EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT OPPOSITION FORCES 
RE-STUDY OF SCHOOL SYLLABUS 


(Sydney) - Australia's Minister for Education, Mr. E. Wetherell, has 
announced postponement of the introduction of a new syllabus for state- 
operated primary schools in New South Wales which, in separating general 
and religious teaching, would require that Christian religious beliefs be 


discussed only as part of the study of general religious and philosophical 
beliefs. \ 


This represented a victory for Protestant leaders who had opposed the new 
syllabus. It now has been returned to the committee which prepared it for 
a@ review of the objections. (EPS No. 33) | isis EPS, Geneva 
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FIRST AFRICANS ELECTED 
AS METHODIST BISHOPS 


(Mulungwishi, Congo) - Two Africans have been elected bishops for the 
first time since The Methodist Church (Episcopal) began missionary work in 
Africa 131 years ago. 


They are: the Rev. HEscrivao Zunguze, pastor of the large Methodist church 
at Cambini, Mozambique, who was assigned to Mozambique and South Africa 
(the area around Johannesburg); and the Rev. John Wesley Shungu, financial 
officer and legal representative of the Central.Congo Methodist Conference, 
assigned to the Congo. 


They were among four bishops chosen by the quadrennial Methodist Africa 
Central Conference meeting here on behalf of 134,767 members of the 
denonination in five oountries. EPS, Geneva 


MORE VISAS FOR MISSIONARIES 
URGED BY CATHOLIC PRELATE 


(New Delhi) - Valerian Cardinal Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay, has asked 
the Indian government to adopt a more liberal attitude in granting visas 
to foreign missionaries. 


In an article in the "Indian and Foreign Review", the Cardinal said 
present restrictions in issuing visas to missionaries had created 
obstacles in the smooth functioning of many Christian institutions. 


He emphasized that in due course the Roman Catholic Church in India will 
be operated exclusively by Indians. EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST GROUP 
OPPOSESUNITY REPORT 


{London) - An open letter to the president and vice-president of the 
Methodist Conference, opposing the findings of the Anglican-Mcthodist 
Report, has been issued by 21 committee members of the Methodist Revival 
Fellowship. 


The letter condemns the Report on the grounds, first, that it is 
inadequate and inconsistent in its treatment. of the relationship between 
scripture and tradition and, secondly, that the doctrine of justification 
by faith is compromised by the doctrine of ministerial priesthood outlined 
in the Report,. and by the Report's insistence that all future ordinations 
be carried out by bishops standing in the historic episcopate. 


The Fellowship claims 2 membership of 500 Methodist ministers (out of 
about 3,000) and 1200 lay people of evangelical leanings. 


It was founded shortly after the Second World War and was officially 
recOrnized by the Mothodist Conference elt g aul iy hp 


The Rev. A. Kingsley Lloyd, Conference president, in a message marking the 
opening of the church's "Connexional Year", appealed to Methodists 
considering the unity proposal "to look beyond personal considerations and 
base their judgments on the great issucs involved. My own personal 
conviction is that God has spoken unmistakeably. to our generation about 
the unity of the Church, and that until we are ready to obey Him much of 
our service will be ineffective," he declared. EPS, Geneva 


| 
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WOC WILL SURVEY 
AFRICA NBEDS 


(Geneva) - Dr. 4. K. Matthews, Africa Secretary for Inter-Church Aid for 
the World Council of Churches, and Sir Hugh Foot, the distinguished British 
administrator and adviser to the United Nations, left here last week for ‘a 
e2e-day survey trip of emergency needs and development problems confronting 
new African nations. 


The trip is an early stage in the planning for the World Council's new: 
"Ecumenical Programme for Emergencies in Africa". The WCC has appealed to 
its member churches for $1,000,000 to underwrite the work. 


They will confer with church leaders and statesmen in ten nations to draw 
up broad guidelines for comprehensive church aid for newly-independent 
states, including the immediate problems arising out of the number of 
refugee situations. Their trip will be followed by visits of other WCC. 
representatives to work out the details. 


Countries visited will include: Kenya, Tanganyika, Northern Rhodesia, 
Southern Rhodesia, Bechuanaland, Upenaue Burundi, Congo (Leopoldville), 
Congo (Brazzaville), and Cameroon. rey will return to Geneva Friday, 
October 2. EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN BISHOP QUESTIONS 
JUSTICH IN SEDITION CASE 


(Bloemfontein, South Africa) - Public discussion of the Rivonia sedition 
trials was spurred here by the publication of controversial questions by 
an Anglican bishop as to Christian action in the face of unjust laws. 


Writing in a diocesan publication, Bishop B. B. Burnatt stated that "no 
doubt the men who broke the laws of the land were guilty", but asked: 


"who is guilty before God - those who are responsible for a ‘society that 
legalizes prejudice and enforces inequality or those who refuse such an 
order of society and who, when all peaceful means seem to have been tried, 
attempt to overthrow it by force?" 


In the Rivonia case, 10 South African citizens - 7 Bantu, 1 Asian,and 2. 
whites - were accused of plotting violent acts against government . 
facilities and officials. One was freed, one cleared but rearrested on 

charges of violating the Anti-Communist Ast, and eight were sentenced to 
life imprisonment. ; b 2 aph 


The sentences, under appeal to the nation's Supreme Court, have brought 
protests from some church groups in South Africa and from nany outside 


South Africa. | 
aeliet xm % | 


& leader of the Nederduits Hervormde Kerk has responded to a-letter from 
the Federal Council of the Evangelical Churches of Italy expressing concern 
over the verdict, with the comment that the Council i's "interfering in a 
matter about which it apparently knows little". (EPS No. 18) 


The Rev. Jd. Dreyer, editor of the church's official publication, sdid the 
Italian churches' letter was "disappointing to say the least, because the’ 
Bet Council ... wishes to condone the work of saboteurs who want to 
verthrow authority and start revolution". He suggested the churches 
overseas are being used by "Communist agitators" to achieve their objec- 
tives in South Africa. 
‘% % % 

In Australia, the Rev. Hugh Gough, Anglican Archbishop of Sydney, joined 
with prominent Protestant and Roman Catholic Sar hse ps in signing an open 
letter condemning the Rivonia Cn Fetie ey ui _ BPS; lanes cs | 
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CANADIAN ANGLICANS CRITICISE 
BIRTH CONTROL LEGISLATION 


(Lennoxville, Que.) ~.Leaders of The Anglican Church of Canada in session 
here adopted a resolution denouncing what it called "antiquarian, hypocrit- 
ical, ineffective and harmful" laws against birth control in Canada. ..It 
called upon the government to Pia ee Pe tea Ss BCE of information regard- 
ing planned eo ona ( 


The 200 delegates to. the Synod's executive council and Re par inei: meetings 
voted unanimously that "every effort should be:made to amend present 
legislation in Canada in such a way as (to make ) legal the dispensing of 
information and means under competent medical or other professional 
‘guidance, so as to enable spouses, irrespective of their economic circum- 
stances, who wish to exercise their freedom in planning and spacing their 
‘families in accordance with their physical and ecénomieo means, to do so ~ 
with adequate knowledge and instruction". . 


In other sessions the Anglican leaders: 


~- Received a report calling the church's work with young people "dismal and 
in places quite distressing. Often purposes of the parish youth groups 
are not only unclear, but have never been explored," the report declared. 


- Asked its Committee on the Book of Common Prayer to consider, with a view 
to revision, a Good Friday Prayer which petitions "mercy for the Jews" and 
“includes the words "Take -from them all ignorance, hardness of heart, and 
contempt of Thy word". | 


~ Received a report calling for intensification of work among Eskimo and 
Indian residential schools whose students’ ufon' graduation, it said, face 
‘rejection by their’ own ‘people and discrimination by other Canadians. 


- Were urged. by Archdeacon T.’ S. Matthews of Quebec to support: ‘the Roman 
Catholic Church which, riai facing a )"orioial challenge" in the Quebec 
Province because of the nationalistic emergency of French Canadians. The 
situation referred to by Mr. Matthews is the agitation on the part of. 
French Canadians to separate from the rest of Canada because FESS feel they 
are economically and socially persecuted. 


Archdeacon Matthews, noting | a ‘large number of young people are ec aiele the 
Roman Catholic Church in Quebec, declared: 


"The great French culture of this provinee stems from the Roman Catholic 
Church and it is in our interest to preserve this glorious culture. The 
Roman Catholic Church is facing a critical challenge. We cannot™ stand bye 
We must give them our prayers and support." EPS, Geneva 


INDONESIAN METHODISTS 
BECOME AUTONOMOUS 


(Medan) - The Methodists of Indonesia (Sumatra) have become the first 
Methodist body in 34 years to separate organically from the parent. body, 
The Methodist Church (USA), and form their own independent, self-governing 

church. 


The newly~autonomous Methodist Church of Indonesia, which came into being 
at a meeting here, comprises the former Sumatra Annual Conference of The 
Methodist Church and takes in the 22,109 Methodists in the country of 
Indonesia. EPS, Geneva 
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CHINESE CHURCH NOT SCHISMATIC, 
ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP SAYS 


(Notre Dame) - The Roman Catholic Church in the People's Republic of China 
is neither dead nor in schism with Rome, an exiled Chinese bishop declared 
here,.. 


Bishop Charles van Melckebecke, Cel.C.M., who was expelled from his diocese 
of Ningsia on Mainland China a dozen years ago, and is now apostolic visitor 
for overseas Chinese, said that in at least one diocese in China today 
priests are saying Mass, bishops are being consecrated, churches are often 
crowded, and there is a seminary in operation. . 


"Certainly the church has suffered tremendous losses on the Chinese Mainland 
- lost all her schools and universities, all her hospitals and works of 
charity, all her mission centres, A great number of bishops and priests, 
religious and laity are in jail or in forced labour camps. But still the 
church lives and survives, and the very hard struggle goes on untiringly," 

| EPS, Geneva 


RECTOR WARNS PARENTS .. 
WHO BREAK BAPTISMAL PROMISES 


(Selby, England) - The Rev. George Greenhough, Anglican Rector of Haddlesey, 
near here, has announced that unless there are exceptional circumstances he 
will no longer baptize infants of parents who do not send their elder 
brothers and sisters to church, 


Mr. Greenhough, in an article in the parish magazine, stated: "At the 
baptism ceremony parents have to make three promises which mean they should 
bring up their children as Christians and send them to church or Sunday 
school. There are couples who made these promises but who do not send 
their children ~ and this suggests their babies won!t go later on. I feel 
it is-a bad way for a baby to start life when parents make promises in 
church they have no intention of keeping," 


Harlier, two other Anglican priests announced that in cases where parents 

do not understand the meaning of baptism for their children, they suggest 

it be postponed and a service of blessing be held instead. (EPS No. 33) 
EPS, Geneva 


RENEWED FIGHTING 


WITH LUMPAS 


(Lusaka) - Fighting has broken out again between troops and followers of the 
Lumpa Church for the first time since Alice Lenshina, the self-styled 
prophetess of the sect, surrendered three weeks ago and called on her ~ 


followers to lay down their arms. An unknown number of persons are report- 
ed wounded or killed, 


A government official said the clash occurred when a platoon of troops 
approached an armed camp of about 400 Lumpas in the remote Lundazi district 
of the Eastern Province, He said protracted attempts to persuade the 
Lumpas to surrender failed, EPS, Geneva 
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MR. SITHOLE SENTENCED TO 
12 MONTHS FOR NATIONALIST ACTIVITIES 


(Salisbury) - The Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole, an active leader in the national- 
ist cause. in Southern Rhodesia, has been sentenced to 12 months! imprisonment 
with hard labour. 


The prominent church leader was convicted on charges under the Law and Order 
Maintenance Act which the Salisbury magistrate described as "tantamount to 
fostering a private army", Six months of the sentence were conditionally 
suspended for three years. 


Mr. Sithole was originally charged with 14 counts of inciting his followers 
to oppose the law arising from statements he made in a pamphlet distributed 
in the Fort Victoria area on June 19. The pamphlet surmised that a uni- 
lateral declaration of independence-was imminent and urged Africans to 
oppose the law if such a declaration was made . 


Twelve of the counts were dismissed when the magistrate, Mr. J.0.M. Jackson, 
ruled that a unilateral declaration of independence by the Southern Rhodesia 
government would be "unlawful in relation to the constitution", 


But on the last count Mr. Jackson said that Mr. Sithole!s call for Africans 
to "have axes, bows and arrows, and other instruments ready to oppose physi- 
cally unilateral independence" would be likely to have the effect of 
defeating the law and could lead to public disorder. 


Suspending half the sentence the magistrate said that he had accepted Mr. 
Sithole's evidence in mitigation that he had made the appeal in "honest 
concern" about a possible declaration of independence by the Southern 
Rhodesia government. 


An ordained minister of the United Church of Central Africa in Rhodesia, 
Mr. Sithole did his theological study in the United States. He is the 
author of the book "African Nationalism" published in 1959. EPS; Geneva 


ADMIT "RELIGIOUS" MEMBERS, 
COMMUNIST LEAGUE URGED 


(Belgrade) - Belgrade Radio has announced that when the Yugoslav League of 
Communists meets here in November it will discuss a proposed constitutional 
revision stipulating that profession of religion is no longer a bar to 
membership. 


The station for several weeks earlier had told listeners that membership in 
the Church or -practice of religion was incompatible with League membership. 
EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC-PROTESTANT RELATIONS 
IN MEXICO REPORTED IMPROVING 


(Buffalo, N.Y.) - Roman Catholic-Protestant relations are improving in 
Mexico, said Protestant Episcopal Bishop Lauriston L. Scaife of Western New 
York on his return from avisit there. 


Although Mexico is 98 per cent Roman Catholic, Bishop Scaife observed, "the 
relationship between the Roman Catholic and the Protestant Episcopal Churches 
there is much more cordial than it has been. The influence of the Vatican 
Council has had a splendid effect." EPS, Geneva 
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STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
SUPFORTS JOHNSON TICKET 


(Chicago) - A resolution urging support of the Johnson-Humphrey Presidential 
ticket and taking issue with Sen. Barry Goldwater's stand on "crucial" °° | 
issues was passed overwhelmingly here by the sixth General Assembly of 

the National Student Christian Federation. 


Following a two-hour. debate, 65 voting delegates of seven student Christian 
groups adopted a detailed resolution spelling out their understanding of,°: 
to use President Johnson's phrase, what constitutes "responsible action in 


a world of change". 7 


In another action the Federation leaders approved study projects in both 


North America and the Middle East next summer to examine Christian 


participation in international relations. It was agreed that represent- 
atives of the Christian Student Movement in Cuba - Movimiento Estudiantil 
Cristiano de Cuba ~- will be invited to the North American project. 


—* * # 
The Northeast Regional Conference of the Methodist Student Movement also 
has called upon students to work for President Johnson's election. 


Declaring that the issues facing the nation are political and moral, the 
Conference urged enforcement of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, applauded the 
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty of 1964, réquested expansion of the Anti-Poverty 

Act of 1964, and. asked for adoption of along overdue comprehensive medical. 
programme for senior citizens. Recognizing that Senator Barry M. Goldwater . 
voted against these measures, the students said that in good conscience 

they vigorously oppose the Sénator's candidacy. . EPS, Geneva 


FRIENDS SEEK . 
"UNITY IN CHRISTIAN LOVE" 


(Newcastle upon Tyne, England) -~ British Quakers meeting here reaffirmed 
their belief that church unity can never stand in "uniformity of thought 
or opinion, but in Christian love only". isc aN : 


A statement issued by the Yearly Meeting of the Society of Friends said in 
part: "There is a unity among all who are responding to God's love and 
truth and who are accepting commitment to the way of Jesus Christ. ; 
Response and commitment lead to practical experience and application of 
faith rather than intellectual acceptance of a definition of faith. weve 

It is our experience that unity comes at a deep level from response to 
God's promptings, from commitment to the way of Jesus, and from the joyous 
interaction of .Christian love." - EPS, Geneva 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL PRAYER 
FOR TANGANYIKAN STUDENTS 


(Dar-es-Salaam) - Roman Catholic and Protestant educators here have composed 
&@ prayer for use in schools with students from both traditions... ; 


Translated from the original Swahili, the prayer reads: "Good morning,. 
O God, our Creator. We worship Thee. ‘We ask Thee to bless this day and to 
help us :with our lessons, so that we may learn what will be useful to us in 
our lives on-earth, and learn to’ know Thee and to serve Thee with all our 

hearts." eae ; i. , (BPS, Geneva: oes 
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METHODISTS ELECTED TO 
HIGH POLITICAL OFFICE IN MALAYSIA 


(Singapore) - At least three Methodists have been elected to high a 
offices in Malaysia. 


The Methodist Messagey official Methodist publication in Southeast Asia, 
reports they are: Dr. Lim Swee Aun, former Minister for Commerce and 
Industry who was re-elected to Parliament on the Alliance party ticket from 
the constituency (district) of Larut Selatan and was reappointed to his 

post in the new Federal cabinet; Khaw Kai Boh who was elected to Parliament, 
from the Ulu Selangor constituency and was appointed Minister for Housing 
and National Development; and Dr. Tan Chee Khoon, one of two Socialist 

Front Party members elected to Parliament. 


Though Methodism is the largest Protestant denomination in Malaysia, it ‘is 
small (58,000 members) in relation to the total population (more ‘than 
10,000 1000). : EPS, Geneva 


“JOINT | LETTER EMPHASISES 
ANGLICAN INTERDEPENDENCE 


(London) _ The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have sent a joint letter 
to 16,000 Church of England clergy calling upon them to keep constantly in 
the hea of their minds the message of the 1964 Anglican Congress in Hane 
Toronto concerning mutual responsibility and interdependence. , 
(EPS No. «23, 1963) 


"The meaning of mutual responsibility and interdependence is not primarily 
to create new machinery, nor to raise new money, though both of these may. 
eten trom’ it" it said. 


"As members of Christ's body we are sharers of his life, sharers of his work, 
and these things we share not only with him but with all who are his. We ~ 
are deeply convinced that God is calling us all to be more fully and 

effectively ‘members one of another!." EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP ZULU'S HOME 
RAIDED BY POLICE 


(Untata, south Africa) - The home of the Assistant Bishop of St. John's 
Kaffraria, South Africa, the Rt. Rev. A. H. Zulu, was raided by special- 
branch police ‘who took away various pamphlets on race relations. 


Bishop: Zulu, -the only Anglican African bishop in South Africa, said that . 
the police, who had a search warrant, spent an hour going through his study. 


Bishop Zulu, who is a member of the World Council of Churches! Committee of. 
the Division of World Mission and Evangelism, had a similar experience 
about a year ago. Police then interrogated him for an hour and a half . 
about his political activities, and his home was searched. He was a member 
of the African National Congress until 1955, but then resigned. 

EPS, Geneva 
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WCC ASKED TO PROTEST : ; bn tea ae 
MAKARTIOS'S ATTITUDE 


(Geneva) = The Synod of the Evangelical Church of the Canton of Basel, 
Switzerland, has called on the World Council of Churches to protest "with 


vigour" the attitude of Greek Orthodox Archbishop Makarios, President of . 
Cyprus. pgay 


The Synod said that "the attitude adopted by this dignitary of the Christian 


ohurch, which is a member of the World Council, is an affront to the message 
of the Gospel", 


Similar statements and a call for WCC action were issued earlier by two 
German publications. 


The influential weekly Christ und Welt, in an article entitled "But the 
Oikumene Keeps Silent!', declared that "if during recent months world peace 
has been ruthlessly endangered and an irresponsible gamble taken. on world 
war, then it has been by the policy of Archbishop Makarios of Cyprus". 


It added: "The political side of the Makarios question is, however, only. one 
Side of the affair. “he other one is the church aspectse.. If an Archbishop 
so flagrantly risks world peace, a situation is clearly created in which the 
function of the Church as watchman ought to be exercised, namely by a unans 
imous condemnation of the Archbishop. Here a‘relevant word would be in 
order, and there are few Christians in the world who do not wait for such a 
word = but they wait in vain!..2 A public condemnation of Archbishop Makarios 
is justified, and not only justified but necessary. The Oikumene would be 
unworthy of confidence if it were to allow such cynical play with world war; 
it would mean betraying its own office as peacemaker which it has so willing- 
ly expressed on other occasions." 


Evangelical Press Service (BPD) declared that the recent statement on Cyprus 
by the World CGouncil of Churches! Executive Committee Spoke "very mildly and 
with much restraint" and thet "a more definite statement vould certairly 
have been in order, | 


"The WCC has no authority to direct its member churches", it said, "but its 
major world conferences have decided on a certain strategy for peace, which 
the Archbishop should not be allowed simply to ignore,.,." 


(The statement adopted by the World Council's Executive Committee at its 
meeting in August in Tutzing, West Germany, follows: 


"The Executive Committee, having heard reports on the increasing gravity of 
the present situation in Cyprus, expresses its deep concern; generally 
approves the previous action of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs; and, in view of the threat to international peace and 

to justice for the people of Cyprus of whatever community, requests the 
officers to support the. continuation of United Nations action in the inter- 
est of peace and justice; and for the accomplishment of these ends, con- 
Siders of highest importance the cooperation of governments directly con- 
cerned,") | EPS, Geneva 
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WELSH BAPTISTS REORGANIZE 
SERVICE OF MINISTERS 


(Aberdare) - Welsh Baptist ministers will hereafter serve several churches 
instead of one, according to a plan accepted by the Welsh Baptist Union at 
its annual assembly here. 


The Rev. M. J. Williams of Swansea, general secretary of the Baptist Union, 
said the change is necessary because in recent years many ministers have 
been lost to the teaching profession, and there are fewer ministerial 
students. The present number of pastors is 248, as compared with 385 in 
1940. Three hundred churches are without pastors. 


The Union also voted to increase ministerial stipends in an effort to halt 
the decrease in the number of ministers. EPS, Geneva 


SEMINARY ENROLMENT ON 
RISE IN EAST GERMANY 


(Berlin) - Enrolment of Protestant theology students in East German univer~ 
sities continued its upward trend last year after a post-war low in 1961, 
according to the new Statistical Year Book issued by the East German 
government. 


The number of students enrolled at Evangelical faculties in 1964 was given 
as 592, up 38 ina year. Since 1958, when there were 751 Evangelical 
seminarians, their number had steadily decreased until a record low of 494 
was reached in 1961. EPS, Geneva 


MALAWI ANGLICANS sPPROVE 
COMMUNION FOR DIVORCEES 


(Blantyre, Malawi) . The biennial synod of the Malawii (formerly Nyasaland) 
Anglican diocese held at Kaspur, north of Zomba, voted to permit divorcees 
who remarry to receive Holy Communion after they have completed a year in © 
the new marriages. : 


The permission, however, was conditional on the couples "showing a real. 
desire to have a Christian home and to bring up their children as practising 
Christians". ans 


The proposal to permit divorcees to take Communion had been the subject of 
considerable debate throughout the diocese. 


In another action, the synod decided to invite the Presbyterian Church and 
Church of Christ in Malawi to enter into union discussions. EPS, Geneva 


EAST GERMAN AGED WILL BE 
PERMITTED TO VISIT WEST 


(Berlin) - The East German Governnent has announced it will permit aged 
persons living in Sast Germany and East Berlin to visit relatives in West 
Germany. 

The new regulation was announced in a letter from DDR President Ulbricht sent 
to Bishop Moritz Mitzenheim of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Thuringia, 
Hast Germany. 


Bishop Mitzenheim and President Ulbricht had met in mid-August to discuss 
this and related matters. EPS, Geneva 
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COMMUNIST, ROMAN CATHOLIC RELATIONS 
DISCUSSED IN TOGLIATTI STATEMENT 


(Rome) - The testament of Italian Communist leader, Palmiro Togliatti, 
published here shortly after his recent death included the following comment 
about the Roman Catholic Church: 


"In the organized Catholic world and among Catholic people there was a very 
noticeable movement towards the right. There still remain, however, the 
basic conditions for a movement towards the left which: we must understand 
and help. | 


"To this end the old atheistic propaganda is no longer useful. The very 
problem of the religious conscience, of its contents, of its roots in the 
crowds, and of the way to overcome it must be envisaged in a different way 
than in the past, if we wish tc reach the Catholic masses and be understood 
by them. If this does not happen our ‘outstretched hand' to the. Catholics 
might be mistaken as hypocrisy." EPS, Geneva 


SWEDISH BISHOPS UPHOLD 
STAND ON SEX, MARRIAGE 


(Stockholm) - The Council of Bishops of the Lutheran Church of Sweden has 
voted to uphold its position on sex and marriage and reject the views of 
those who would condone premarital sexual relations, 


Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren, head of the Council, said the bishops were 
unanimous in opposing a suggestion that the law be "liberalized". 


This was a reference to the views of Carl Custaf Boethius, editor of a 
semi-official church weekly, who claimed that "for some unmarried couples 
who have been courting for several years, premarital sexual relations are 
not only acceptable but even to be recommended!, EPS, Geneva 


INCREASE IN NEGRO CONVERSIONS TO 
CATHOLCISM REPORTED IN USA 


(Notre Dame) - Ten per cent of all converts to Catholicism in the United 
States are Negroes, a Divine World Missionaries leader told a convention of 
Catholic students here. 


Father Harold R. Perry, S<«V.D., provincial superior of the order's Southern 
Province of St. Augustine, speaking here said that the number of Catholic 
Negroes in this country, as reported last year, totals 722,609 persons. This 
‘repfesents a 3 per cent increase during 12 months, considerably higher than 
the percentage increase in the same period in the general Catholic population 
in the United States. He added that 775 priests are spearheading work among 
the US Negro population. 


IN BRIEF 


The Council ‘of the French Protestant Federation has appointed Pastor Albert 
Nicolas as general secretary. He was formerly military chaplain in Indo- 
China, Berlin, and Algeria, and then assistant General Chaplain in the | 
French Army. The appointment is effective October 1. He will succeed Pastcry 
André Appel, who will become pastor of the Temple Neuf, Strasbourg. 
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The Church in Barotseland, Northern Rhodesia, will become independent on 
Sunday, September 27. -' The result .of activity of the Paris Mission which 
started work in this area in 1884, the church has 6,000 communicant members, 
ll pastors and 40 ‘evangelists’, as well as 25 posts occupied .by missionaries. 
It is the last of ‘the churches founded by the Paris Mission to become inde’ 
pendent. It is now negotiating for union with ‘the United Church in the 
Copperbelt (the United Church of Central Africa in Rhodesia). 


* * * 


Vatican Radio reported Polish authorities have closed a number of parish 
chapels‘in remote rural dioceses during recent months. . It said the build- 
ings were not parish churches in the strict sense, but were maintained for 
the benefit of Catholics living far from a parish church who would otherwise 
find it difficult or impossible to fulfill their religious duties. 


Or i a 


President Johnson will serve as honorary chairman of the 21st annual World- 
wide Bible Reading programme of the American Bible Society, it has been 
announced in New York. The annual programme is intended to unite Christ- . 
ans around the world by the reading of identical, pre-selected sia her 
passages each ici Sega astier oe eae and Christmas. 


* * * 


The Portuguese Baptist Convention reports increased giving for both home and 
overseas work. During the convention year ending July 31 gifts of churches 
for their co-operative programme increased 27 per cent and special gifts for 
overseas missions in Angola and Mozambique were up 15 per cent over the pre- 
ceding year, The conventien gives 50 per cent of its regular budget to 
mission work in the African provinces. 


Pay Hk bara 


The Centre of Catholics Journalists for Franciscan Action has announced it 
will build a church in Rome, which willbe open to all Christians. © The aim 
is "to facilitate the union of spirit by uniting the hearts of Christians of 
all confessions". On the facade of the new church will be printed the text 
"ut omnes unum sint", 


She hak * 


Appeals broadcast each Sunday following the programme the "Radio Church" in 

the Netherlands yielded 600,000 guilders ($166,620) ‘in 1963 for aid projects 

in developing countries. This was about 100,000 guilders more than in 1962. 
Be Aer ie ae ke 


Six hundred French Protestants met recently at the Protestant brotherhood 
community of Taizé, France, for a eae gee discussion of "a new ethic for a 
new iat ; 


nS, * 
A Be Sonnac adopted by: the. Council of ‘the Raoaae t Church in Rovoaes 
(EKID), stressed the obligation of all churches to "work in -political inde- ‘° 
pendence" for the preservation of peace in the world. The occasion was 


the 50th anniversary of the start of ae Was ie ae the on Saeed 
of the Pine aus of World War II. 


eer) ap baie 


No. 34 - 17th September, 1964 | SM Ney ca” 


Seventy-three clergy and lay members of Protestant and Roman Catholic 
churches met recently in Bangalore, India, for a three-day discussion of 
"the role of the laity". The seminar was .organized by the Ecumenical 
Christian Centre. Another recent Centre meeting brought together 43 
Christians employed in various capacities in industry in the area for a 
one-day discussion of their "Christian Responsibility" in their work. 


sti ear ¥ 


The Evangelical Church in the Rhineland, West Germany, is financing con- 
struction of an ocean-going motor ship to be presented-to the Evangelical. 
Church of Nias in Indonesia on its 100th anniversary in-September, 1965. 
The Nias church developed from the work of the Rheinish Missionary Society; 
it has 200,000 members. The 70-foot-long, 90-ton craft is designed to ease 
the critical transportation situation between Indonesian islands. It will 
run on a fixed schedule between several ports of Nias and Sumatra, carry- 
ing passengers, food, medicines, and missionary supplies. 


Seer Vie 
An inter-church prayer meeting was held Tuesday (September °15) in The Hague 
on the occasion of the opening of the parliamentary year in the Netherlands. 


It was organized by the .Protestant, Old Catholic, and Roman Catholic 
churches and held in the historic main Dutch Reformed church. 


* * * 


Divorce by mutual consent after seven years of separation, when all attempts 
at reconciliation prove fruitless, was recommended in a report published in 
London by the Social Service Department of the Foe in Assembly of the 
Unitarian and Free Christian Churches. 


Sale faves * 


The Rev. Andrew M. Ndhlela has been designated for appointment as chairman 
and general superintendent of the Methodist Church in Southern Rhodesia. 
His Masel enon will take effect at the close of the annual Synod in 
January, 1965... He wikl be the first African in the position.’ At present 
he is chairman of the Selukwe Area of the Methodist Church and Superintend- 
ent of the Pakame Mission, : 


* * K 


The Russian Orthodox Cathedral of St. Sophia in Novgorod, USSR, - for 
centuries a celebrated pilgrimage centre ~ has been completely restored 


after having suffered serious damage in World War II, Moscow Radio reported. 


It said the Cathedral will not be used as a church, but will be open to the 
public as an ancient building of great architectural value. 


een ais * 


The Synod of the Transvaal of the Dutch Reformed Church has voted to grant 


full autonomy to its Mission Ghurch. The church will henceforth form part 
of the existing Dutch Reformed Church in Africa, the united body embracing 
the Bantu congregations, and bls no longer be pelasaty uN any sit inag by 
the mother church. | , ; 


arate * 


A new seminary will be opened shortly in Spain te train priests for service : 


in other European countries where there are severe clergy shortages. 
EPS, Geneva 
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WCC LEADER DEFENDS ITS 
STATEMENTS ON CYPRUS CRISIS 


(Geneva) ~ The general secretary of the World Council of Churches said here 
that the reason the World Council had not "gone further" in statements about 
the Cyprus problem was that "no clear consensus" exists among its member 
churches about the solution. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft said that the World Council can only express its 
opinion based upon "broad consensus" in the churches and that their opinions 
are "completely divided". 


He suggested individual member churches and others involved express their 
views directly to President Makarios. 


"As far as principles are concerned", he said, "everyone agrees that the 
rights of minorities must be respected, but no clear doctrine exists con- 
cerning the nature of those rights. Should we accept the view of those who 
say that in a democracy the decision lies with the majority, or should we 
support those who think that a minority should enjoy not only the rights 
given to all citizens, but certain additional rights as well?" 


Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft made his. comments in a letter to the Federation of 
Protestant Churches of Switzerland, which had asked the WCC "to intervene 
personally" with Archbishop Makarios "in order that all may be done to find 
a solution which respects the rights of minorities and is founded on the 
Gospel". 
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Similar questions, combined with a call for WCC action, have been raised by 
the Synod of the Evangelical Church of the Canton of Basel, and by some 
German publications. (EPS No. 34) 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft'!s letter emphasized that the WCC's Executive Committee 
on several occasions had expressed concern about the Cyprus situation and 
that its Commission of the Churches on International Affairs had often ad- 
dressed messages communicating this concern directly to Archbishop Makarios 
and others involved. 


"The meaning of the messages and resolutions we have adopted is precisely to 
emphasize that a unilateral solution could not be acceptable", he said. 


He noted WCC statements on the issue have stressed the necessity for achiev- 
ing a solution which will provide "justice for the whole population" and 
will be based on the United Nations Charter. Further, he said, they have 
"insisted on the necessity of carrying out the directives of the United : 
Nations, the only force at the present time which can intervene in order to 
bring about a Ronee Oee ny solution acceptable to the Mees eRe countries 
concernedl. 


Speaking in conclusion about the political. functions of ‘Archbishop Makarios, 
the WCC leader said that. although "we,in the West, - cannot approve of this 
union of. political and ecclesiastical functions", similar unions have exist- 
ed at various: times in the West. He noted that history has not evolved 
along the same lines in the West as in the East and that many Orthodox 
churches, "are still thinking in categories of the Corpus Christianum... 

In this situation it is no use simply to condemn this system." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft suggested-it would be better- for the churches. in.the 
West to get into direct touch with Archbishop Makarios and,"in a spirit of 
concern for mutual correction between Christians, to explain to him what 
may shock them in his present functions and political activities". . ia) 
EPS; Geneva 


EASTER 1980 ~— TARGET DATE 
FOR UNION OF BRITISH CHURCHES 


(Nottingham) ~ Union of all the member churches of the: British Council of- 
Churches by Baster Day, 1980, was resolved by the first British. .Faith and 
Order Conference here, Council membership includes nearly all churches, 
except the Roman Catholic, in England, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland. 


The resolution was adopted by a large majority after lengthy and sometimes 
heated debate. Of 350 official voting delegates only 41 voted against and 
14 abstained. a daly, ‘ 


Dr. Norman Goodall, Oxford, the prominent Congregationalist and pepe ee 
leader, called the date "a splendidly irrational symbol", but declared: 
"The ‘times call for precisely such an irrationality as this," 


As adopted the resolution expressed "our urgent desire for one Church © 
renewed for mission", and called for the Council's member churches "in 
appropriate groups, ci as by nations, to covenant together to work and 
pray for the inauguration of union by a date agreed among then. 


"We dare to hope that this date should not be later than Easter Day, 1980", 
it said. "We believe that we should offer obedience to God in a ¢ommitment 
as decisive as this.! It continued: 
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"We urge that negotiations between particular churches already in hand be 
seen as steps towards this goal. 


"Should any church find itself unable to enter into such a covenant we hope 
that it will state the conditions under which it might find it possible to 
do SO. 


"Since unity, mission, and renewal are inseparable we invite the member 
churches to plan jointly so that all in each pee? may act together forth 
with in common mission and service to the world." 


The Rev. Meredith B. Handspicker, secretary of the Department of 
Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches, commenting on the action, 
said the majority vote was particularly significant because it indicated 
that. all sections of the conference - youth and the older generation, clergy. 
and laity, and persons working on the local as well as those on the national 
scene - fully supported it. 


Further, he added, it is "a responsible decision" because in taking the 
action the conference participants were fully aware that they were each 
committed "each in his own place and in his own way" to concerted work 
towards ‘the goal. | EPS, Geneva 


HAST GERMANY 
RECOGNIZES CO'S 


(Berlin) - The ast! German government has adopted new Beata on providing 
for alternative service for conscientious objectors who refuse to bear arms 
because it would violate their religious scruples. 


The new ordinance came into effect September 1 but was. made cele only last 
week in-an announcement published by the National Defence Council. 


ee the first time an HKastern European country has recognized religious 
beliefs as a reason for exemption from'military service. 


The new law provides that the COs serve 18 months - the same period as that 
of recruits in the regular army. During this time they will serve as 
members of "construction units" employed in building roads and communica- 
tions centres, constructing military defences, and repairing damage caused 
by military manoeuvre or natural catastrophes. 


They will be under the jurisdiction of the Minister for National Defence and 
will be subject to the same legal and military ordinances which apply to.the 
regular armed forces, 


In addition to manual labour, the Council. said, their service will include 
"political training, study of legal and military ordinances, drill without 
weapons,- physical training of a military nature, pioneer service and 
Specialized training, education in various academic subjects, and first- 
aid training. 


They will be required to Pies a vow pledging them "...to assist the nationaz. 
people's army (cooperating with the Soviet army and the armies of the social- 
ist.countries allied with us ) so that it can defend the socialist state 
against.all.enemies and be victorious..." ; EPS, Geneva 
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STRONG DELEGATIONS NAMED TO 
CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN CHURCHES 


(Geneva): = Churches in both Bast and West Europe have named sizeable delega- 
tions to the Constituting Meeting of the Conference of European Churches to 
be held October 59 aboard the MS Bornholm, a conference official announced 
here. 


Dr. Glen Garfield Williams, executive secretary, said the size and strength 
of the delegations is indicative of an increased interest in the Conference, 
particularly on the part of Eastern European churches. He said the total 
number of official i iach aie abeanyerey advisers, and others registered to 
date is 230. 


The five-day meeting is being held on aes the Bornholm while it is sealing 
in the Kattegat in order to allow the participation of the delegation from 
the German Democratic Republic. This delegation had been refused permission 
by the Danish government to enter the country without Western allied travel 
documents for which;the DDR government will not allow them to apply. | 


The participants will come from Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and Old 
Catholic churches in the following countries: Austria, Belgium, Czecho-~ 
slovakia, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany (East and West), Greece, Great 
Britain, Hungary, Italy, Rotherande : Norway, Poland, Portugal, Rumania, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, USSR, and Yugoslavia. 


Also present will be Roman Catholic observers appointed by the Vatican Sec- 
retariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity, and observers from churches 
in the Middle Bast, Asia, and the USA. 4 


Outstanding church leaders attending will include: from the USSR, Archbishop 
Alexy and Bishop Philaret of the Russian Orthodox Church and Bishop Jaan 
Kiivit of Latvia; from Hungary, Bishop Bartha and Bishop Kaldy; from 
Poland, Bishop Andrzej Wantula; from Czechoslovakia, Bishop Emerich Varga; 
from West Germany, Dr. Kurt Scharf, Dr. Ernest Wilm, Dr. Klaus von Bismarck, . 
Bishop Hanns Lilje, Dr. Martin Nieméller, and Dr. Hans Kloppenberg; from 
East Germany, Dr. Reimer Mager, Dr. Brennecke, Bishop Janicke, and Bishop | 
Speier Noth; from Switzerland, Bishop Ferdinand Sigg and Professor wifenes 
Espine. 


Announcing the ees Dr. Williams referred to the anticipated participation ; 
of Dr. Elisabeth Schwarzhaupt, who is the Minister of Health in the Bonn 
government, Press reports iii ede that she would take Part had stressed 
her political connections. 


He emphasized that she would attend the meeting as one of the official dele- 
gates of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) of which she is an active 
member and that she was "in no way charged with political representation at 
the meeting". He noted that she had been engaged in a variety of 9 
activities long before her appointment to political office. 


The major actions of the five-day session will be the adoption of a consti- 
tution, and the election of a five-man presidium, a 15-member advisory 
committee, and a secretariat. The meeting is also expected'to approve » 
plans for the establishment of a permanent office in Geneva, and will con-. 


Sider the possibility of setting up a Buropean churches! study and conference 
centre. 


’ * 4 LS aS 4 rs 
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These actions will formally establish the only pan-European organization | to 
which churches send official delegates. 


Dr. Glen Garfield Williams, Geneva, conference executive secretary, described 
the anticipated actions as the logical outcome of the growing concern of 
churches in both Hast and West that they not be separated by the arbitrary 
divisions of geography and politics, and to establish a more permanent forum 
for discussion and exchange of experience. Dr. Williams also is Inter- 
Church Aid Secretary for Europe of the World Council of Churches. 


The conference first met in 1957 and has held three meetings since then, but 
it was never formally organized and its structure has been intentionally kept 
simple.. 


Speakers at the meeting will be Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches; Mrs. Bodil Koch, Danish Minister of 
Religious Affairs; Professor Philippe Joubert, of Bordeaux, France, an 
historian; and Professor Dietrich von Oppen, professor of theology at the 
University of Marburg, Germany. 


Conference theme will be "Living Together - as Continents and Generations". 


Dr. Williams said conference study and discussion would "seek to give some 
warm reality to the idea of co-existence — a term which otherwise is only a 
cold political concept". He said the conference would aim especially at 
interpreting what the term means and its influence for individuals, and 
communities, and churches, and their respective responsibilities. 


He noted that the conference's use of the term is not limited to the classic 
reference to Hast and West political divisions, but that it uses it to 
describe relations between Europe and, for instance, Africa and other con- 
tinents, and between the generations. 


He observed that there is a strong inter-relationship Spans the question 
of co-existence of generations and continents; for example some inter- 
national problems are raised specifically by the fact that leaders of 
Western nations tend to be "old men", whereas the leaders of new nations in 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America are generally much younger. 


He said pre-conference studies indicated that many local and international 
problems were rooted in a search for authority, which has been lost by the 
older generation and not replaced by the younger, 


Discussing the reasons for holding the meeting on board ship, Dr. Williams 
Said that the choice was made because it was "clearly impossible" to hold a 
conference of Buropean churchmen without having done everything possible to 
permit attendance from every part of Europe, 


He said conference leaders also were convinced the churches have a responsi- 
bility to surmount political and economic difficulties and provide opportu- 
nities for Christians from East and West to meet. 


The five-man presidium for the conference during the period of its formation 
has been: Dr. Egbert Emmen, general secretary of the Netherlands Reformed 
Church; the Rt. Rev. Dr. Leslie Hunter, formerly Anglican Bishop of Sheffield, 
fineland, who retired recently; Archbishop Jaan Kiivit, of the Estonian 
Lutheran Church; Archbishop Sergius of the Russian Orthodox Church; and 
Bishop Hanns tees of Hannover, of the United By aueotaGet Lutheran Church 

of Germany. EPS, Geneva 
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CANADIAN CHURCH ADOPTS REPORT 
ON CHRISTIANITY, COMMUNISM 


(St. John's, Nfld., Canada) - Christians must admit there is some validity 
in communist criticism of religion, particularly when Christians worship © 
God but neglect. the hungry, hopeless and helpless, according to a report 
given ead oe “Ao ites by the 2lst General Council, United Church of, Canada 
herew iA . ! 


Uh: et world of suffering and Ls aie eee LNs the ‘this voundaer pial zeal of 
some atheistic Communists is probably more acceptable to God than the 
'other- worldly' indifference of some Christians said the report of the 

> Committee! on a Christian Faith.) 


Quoting copiously from Papal encyclicals, Marx, Engels, and Lenin, the 
80-page report said that, while a Christian must reject communist atheism, 
he is free to accept or reject communist economic theories. 


"A Christian is 'free! in the sense ‘that his faith does not dictate answers 
to factual questions in economics it declared. "If he accepts or rejects 
communist answers to such questions, it is because these answers do or do 
not square with the facts." eins ; 


In othér sessions the 400 delegates to the General Council: 


~ Heard Dr. Leslie M. Cooke, associate general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches urge that major nations share their knowledge of nuclear 
energy with underprivileged countries for the peaceful development of those 
needy lands. He said that so long as starving nations know that wealthy ~ 
countries have the remedy, rebellion and revolution will break out. Despite 
_ the extent of Western assistance to under-developed countries, he maintained, 
"the rich nations are getting richer and the poor ones, poorer". 


- Urged national government to establish, as’soon as possible, a ae se 
hensive, prepaid, national health service programme. 


Unanimously approved ‘the appointment of a: committee to examine the value 
of bishops for its Presbyterian system. . 


- Urged a vote free from political party control in the House of Commons 
on birth control. legislation. 


~ Elected the Rt. Rev. Ernest Marshall Howse of Toronto as moderator, 
succeeding Dr. James R. -Mutchmor,.also.of Toronto. 


-~ Called for expansion of Canada's immigration programme on thuranitarian" 
grounds; to replace, the present policy of "self-interest". 


- Heard a report from the secretary of its Church and Taker cvdenad Affairs 

Committee, tHe Rev. J. R. Hord ‘of. Toroénto, ‘ixrging ‘that the Christian church 

support the recognition of the-Mainland Chiniése government and its inclusion 
in the. United Nations. . Odes ioe eae. oor Gnas 


ANGLICAN BISHOP SAYS 
SOUTH AFRICA 15° "POLICE STATE" 


(Capetown)- South Africa was condemned as a "police state" by an Anglican. 
bishop here because of its law. permitting the arrest. and detention of a 
person for a. minimum of 90 days without a trial or any other recourse to 
the courts. : 


Bishop-T..G. V. Inman of Natal, addressing a diocesan synod,:reealled that 
two years ago he had told the synod that South Africa was "potentially a 

police state". Now he said, he was revising that statement to indict the ¢ 
country as definitely having reached that condition. EPS, Geneva é 
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EBDUC_.TION LEADERS APPROVE 
WCCESSA- RE-ORGANISATION 


(Paris) - Unification of its administration, finance, and programme into 
one single world office was approved by leaders of the World Council of 
Christian Education and Sunday School Association meeting here. 


A communigué said the action "ig likely to. establish the meeting as 
historic as the founding of the permanent organisation in 1907 or the 
escablishment:.of a world Federation in 1924". This latter action sat up 
two administrative committees in London and New fork. 


The unification decision will take effect provisionally on January 1,,.1965,1 
and, as soon as ever possible, the world, office will be moved to Geneva. 


Vital to this new unity, the communiqué said, will be the decentralisation 
of its activities and its increasing co-operation with regional councils 
and other appropriate representative groups. 


In subsequent discussions the Council established programme priorities 
under the new administrative structure. At the top of the list are 
personal service in the field; leadership training, especially through 
indigenous institutions; study and research, closely related to the 
practical educational programme; and.a continuance of curriculum develop- 
ment. ped EPS, Geneva 


EAST GERMANY RELEASES 
MANY.. IMPRISONED. PASTORS 


(Berlin) - Numerous Protestant pastors and lay church workers - including 
the Rev. Werner Arnold, popular preacher of St. Mary's church in East 
Berlin - have been among the hundreds of "political prisoners" quietly 
released from Sovict Zone confinement in recent momths. 


According to a church source, all those on the interce.wsion list of the. 
congregations of the Evangelical Church in Germany have now been set free 
from the prisons and concentration camps. 


This was. a@ dist of Protestant. clergy and laymen who had been arrested since 
1945 in the eastern part of Germany for acts inspired by their Christian 
conscience. 


Pastor Arnold was released in July and transported with his wife and child 
to West Berlin after nearly nine months. of "investigative custody"... To 
avoid aggravating a delicate church-state situation, church officials had 
publicised neither his arrest nor his release. He was accused of "serious 
violation of the lai", including "extensive traffic of human beings" to 
the West. EPS, Geneva 


EPISCOPALIANS URGED T0 ADOPT | 
STATEMENT ON IMMORALITY OF POVERTY AMIDST PLENTY 


(New York) - One hundred and forty leading clergy, and lay men and women of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church called on their bishops to adopt a "clear 
statément on the immorality of poverty in a society of plenty" at the — 
denomination's triennial General Convention in St. Louis, October 11-23. 


. In an "Open Letter to Bishops of the Episcopal Church", they asked for a 
| "doctrinal statement which calls us who are beneficiaries of an affluent 
society to moral indignation and repentance because our society permits 

a one-fifth of its members to suffer degrading poverty". EPS, Geneva 
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CONTROVERSIAL EDITOR RETAINED 
BY SWEDEN'S LUTHERAN BISHOPS 


(Stockholm) - Bishops of the Lutheran Church of Sweden have refused to yield 
to pressure to dismiss the editor of a semi-official church weekly who 
created a national storm of controversy by defending premarital sexual 
relations in some cases, 


Protests against the printed views of the editor, Carl Gustaf Boethius, were 
received by the Council of Bishops from 630 clergymen, theological students, 
and many others, After consideration of the protests, Swedish Radio re~ 

ported, the Council reaffirmed an earlier decision not to dismiss the editor. 


Interviewed by other newsmen, Mr. Boethius called the bishops! action a 
"victory" for those who believe a church publication should be free tc dise 
cuss’ controversial issues. Rarlier the Council of Bishops had voted to 
uphold its position on sex and marriage and rejected the views advanced by 
Mr. Boethius. (EPS No. 34) - | EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC JOURNAL 
ATTACKS APARTHEID IN CHURCH 


( Johannesburg) + An article in the Afrikaans language Roman Catholic journal 
Die Brie criticized apartheid in the Roman Catholic Church in South Africa. 


It said priests doing mission work (the "location" priests) and parish ~ 
priests, although they live under one roof, often apply apartheid towards 
one another, 


The article pleaded that "peace be made" by the Roman Catholic Church with 
the Afrikaner and the African and declared that "all of us can ... help to 
change the glaring grievance", . | EPS, Geneva 


DECLINE OF PROTESTANTS IN 
FORMER GERMAN AREAS 


(Minster, Germany) - German Protestantism has virtually disappeared in former 
German areas now included in Poland, Professor Harald Kruska, president of 
the relief agency for that area for the Evangelical Church in Germany, said 
in a speech here. 


Most Germans were expelled from the Polish-held sectors after the war, 
Professor Kruska said, noting that since 1955. some 400,000 Protestants were 
repatriated to West Germany with Polish agreement. Today there are an 
estimated 35,000 Protestants in the area. EPS, Geneva 


FIRST WOMAN OBSERVER 
AT VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Rome ) - Mlle. Marie Louise Monnet, president of the international federation 
of independent social welfare organizations, is to be the first women observer 
at the Vatican Council, the Pope announced during Mass in St. Peter's 
Basilica, 


Mlle. Monnet is a sister of M. Jean Monnet, the French economist and "archi- 
tect" of the European Common Market. EPS, Geneva 
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18 YOUTHS IN LONG TERM 
ECUMENICAL WORK CAMP IN BALL 


(Denpasar, Bali) - Highteen young rei atdene have begun. work here in a 
long-tam. ecumenical work camp of the World Council of Churches. The camp 
Was officially opened at. a ceremony arranged by. local Protestant officials. 
The 18 youths, whose ages range from 20 to 30 years, come from Indonesia, 
Australia, Canada, UK, USA, and Switzerland. <A young man from Ghana ey 
expected, oo Join them soon. 
Their first project is the construction of pig-breeding facilities for the 


local community. The campers will later move to other parts of the island 
to aid other communities. 


The. nine-month camp is. the third long-term camp sponsored by the WCO; the 
other two were held in Kenya and Thailand. EPS, heneya, 


2% MISSISSIPPI CHURCHMEN TO HELP 

REBUILD BURNED NEGRO CHURCHES 

(Jackson, Miss.) - An interracial, - interreligious Committee of Concern has 
been formed by 23 Mississippi churchmen to- help with the reconstruction of 
Negro churches burned during the civil rights drive in Mississippi the past 
summer. ; 


Three bishops - a Methodist, a: Protestant Episcopalian and a Roman Catholic 
- are included in the tas as are clergy. and laymen from the Southern 
Baptist, Presbyterian, Disciplc Bs African Methodist Episcopal, and Lutheran 
churches. A Jewish rabbi also is a member. ; 


Twenty-four Negro churches in Mississippi were burned during the summer; 
there have been no arrests. EPS, Geneva 


KOREAN PRESS LAW SUSPENDED - 
CHURCHES HAD OPPOSED IT 


(Seoul) - The Korean Governaent has suspended indefinitely the controversial 
Press Ethics Commission Law after strong opposition was registered by the 
Korean press, the National Christian Council of Korea, and various other 
groups. 

A resolution adopted by the Christian Council, which according to observers 
"drew the deep consideration of the government as well as the entire public 
mind of Korea", had denounced the law as violating the "fundamental human 
Sear oe Presdon of speech and press. 


It said that if it was not amended it "could lead to’ an alienation of the 
government and the people’. HPS, Geneva 


BAPTISTS ARRESTED 
IN CUBA 


(Santiago de see - Three members of the Baptist Church of the Provines of 
Oriente, ,Cuba have been arrested for "counter-revolutionary activities, 
under cover of religion", according to Cuban security services. 


However, the churches will remain open to believers because "the revolution 
respects. freedom of worship although some people have conspired against Lt! 


a statement said. ; 


Cuban law stipulates that those guilty of "offences against the security of 
the state" are liable to long prison sentences and even the death penalty. 
. ; EPS, Geneva 


- Anglican and Methodist Churches, the Society of Friends, and the United 
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WCC SEES INDUSTRIAL AREAS, UNIVERSITY 
CAMPUSES AS TOP EVANGELISM FIELDS 


(Berlin) -.Urban industrial areas and university campuses around the world 
‘were singled out as two of the most important fields for evangelism by the 
executive committee of the World Council of Churches! Division of World. 
Mission and Evangelism. “ 


A request for $45,000 to strengthen industrial evangelism work was 
approved. The request will be directed to mission boards: of WCC's nenber 
churches. Dr. Paul Loeffler, a member of the World Mission and Evangelism 
staff, was given the responsibility for developing the industrial 
evangelism programme. — 


No specific action was taken on university evangelism pending the com- 
pletion of a study by the World Student Christian Federation on ecumenical 
strategy in this field. 


In other actions, the committee made plans for a programme in the healing 
ministry of the church. Groundwork for this activity was laid in a recent 
consultation on the Healing Ministry in the Mission of the Church, held in 
Tuebingen, Germany, which concluded: ."Health, in the Christian under- 
standing, is a continuous and victorious encounter with the powers that 
deny the existence and goodness of God. The Church's ministry of healing 
is thus an integral part of its witness to the Gospel.!! 


The committee voted to ask member @Ghurches! mission boards for a total of 
$10,000 to ‘provide: post-graduate fellowships to train research workers 
needed by the centres for study of other faiths and of the social context 
of religions. 


Miss Joyce Herklots, formerly a S)vernment cilucation officer in Nigeria, 
was appointed secretary for administration of the division. For several 
years an Anglican missionary in Nigeria, Miss Herklots is the first person 
to hold this post. EPS, Geneva 


CONFERENCE ON CHRISTIAN 
APPROACHES TO DEFEMCZ AND DISARMAMENT 


(Cologne) - Western European and American church leaders and senior - 
political and defere> experts met near here recently to discuss "Christian 
Approaches to Defence and Disarmament". _ 


A communiqué issued at the conclusion said the discussions dealt with a 
survey of defence and connected political problems in Central Hurope, the 
moral and political responsibility for control of nuclear policy within 
NATO, and the present position in regard to disarmament, and the organization 
of peace-keeping machinery. | | 


The conference was founded a few years ago by the Bishop of London to , 
stimulate the exchange of views between men concerned with the technical 
and moral problems of peace and defence" because "in a highly technical age 


there is a great risk that the churches may fail to appreciate the material 


facts underlying defence problems, while the experts are too overwhelmed by 
technical complexities to consider the moral implications of their. .con- ~ 
clusion". gy a a 


The Conference included members of the German Evangelical, Roman Catholic, 


Church of Christ. BPS , Genera 4 a 
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RUSSIAN ORTHODOX PATRIARCH 
VISITS WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


(Geneva) ~ His Holiness Patriarch Alexei, supreme head of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, visited the headquarters of the World Council of ad aids, 
here today (September 24). 


It was the first visit of the 87-year-old Patriarch to the World Council, 
and one of his few trips outside the USSR. He was formally welcomed at 
the WCC at a reception by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary, who 
praised the Patriarch's interest in the ecumenical movement and his 
"decisive contribution" in helping develop the strong ties which bind the 
Russian Orthodox Church to other member churches of the World Council. 


He noted that churches in the Bast and West have commenced a "true dialogue 
in which each learns from the other for their mutual enrichment", adding 
that ‘the churches in the West have been "impressed and encouraged by the © 
fidelity and perseverance" which characterize the life of so many Russian 
Orthodox Christians. 


He noted that the contemporary Church is. confronted. by an increasingly 
secularist civilization and that in this situation Christians "struggle ..,» 
that the confrontation between the Christian Church and all other con- 
ceptions of life - all other religious and political eonvictions - be a 
true confrontation from which all elements of constraint, both negative 
and: positive, are removed. . 


"That is why we rejoice to hear voices, coming from all the various religious 
and ideological milieux, which ask a true liberty for all men in the realm 

of profound convictions, .In claiming this liberty we defend not only the 
interests of the Church, but we strive at the same time for the peace and 
reconciliation between peoples, as there can be no peace without mutual 
confidence and there can be no mutual confidence without the respect of 
persons and of their convictions." 


Replying, the Patriarch praised Dr. Visser 't Hooft'!s life-time of leader- 
ship to the ecumenical movement and stressed "the profound satisfaction we 
have in seeing the attitude of the World Council of Churches with regard 
tO .e.e Christian unity, which we all confess, and its good will and 
practical efforts for reconciliation of mankind... 


"We hope that the member churches of the Council ... will not céase in the 
future actively to cooperate to find ways to establish their unity in 

Christ and to join their efforts with those of all men of good will in the 
blessed work which seeks universal peace on earth - lasting and just » which 
is the basis and condition of general progress of mankind." 


The Patriarch travelled to Geneva by private plane from Athens where he 
attended the royal wedding. He will go next to England where he will meet 
with the Archbishop of Canterbury, returning a visit made him in 1962. 


The Russian Orthodox Church became a member of the World Council at the 
World Council of Churches! Third Assembly in November, 1961. 


Members of the Patriarch's party included the Metropolitan Nikodim of 
Leningrad and Ladoga, the Bishop of Volokolamsk, and other clergy, as well 
as his personal attendant, physician, and an interpreter. ERS, Geneva 
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POPE'S ADDRESS VIEWED 
WITH RESERVE 


(Rome) - Reserve and scepticism marked the majority of first comments on 
the Pope's address at the opening of the third session of the Vatican 
Council. 


Greatest concern was expressed over the Pope's stress on the primacy of 
the Papacy, the empnasis on the Church's understanding of itself, and the 
statement that the Council will seek "to ‘show the separated brevnrer the 
true concept of the hierarchy". | 


The German agency Evangelical Press Service dotnentud editorially that the 
address did not emphasize what the churches have in common, but: what 
divides then. Nothing was said about the Council's role in the promotion 
of unity. Rather, it said, the Pope underlined that the Council would | 
"examine and determine the doctrine concerning the nature and mission of 
the Church", 


It said the key word in the Latin version of the Pope's speech is rie. 
repeatedly occurring sacra hierarchia, The speech,it said,showed the 
transfer from "the pastoral to the doctrinal" - a transfer ‘which had only 
been hinted at in Pope Paul's first encyclical Eeclesia Suam. 


Dr. Nikos A. Nissiotis, a Greek Orthodox theologian and observer for once 
World Council of Churches, commented that. by his reference seven times to 
his own primacy the Pope had made it quite clear. that the Council would 
be "a Council of:the hierarchy and of Roman law''. 


Hven though most of the Council Fathers and the best Roman Catholic theo- 
logians are hoping and working for new direction and new ecumenical co- 
operation, he said, the Pope's address has confirmed the fear that the 
Council's main concern will be to strengthen the traditional position of 
Romee 


"Mo one should be surprised, therefore," he added, that "non-Catholics, 
and especially the Orthodox churches, are very critical of this tendency". 


Pastor Georges ‘Richard- Molard, writing in Réforme, the French Protestant 
weekly, said the Pope's. speech "is bound to antagonize most non-Roman 
Christians" and that Paul VI's insistence on the primacy of the Papal’ 

See ... aS everyone knows or ought to know, is precisely the main stumbling 
block in (non-Roman Catholic) relations with Rome. It is therefore a 

good thing that this basic Roman doctrine should be reaffirmed so strongly 
and unequivocally; this can only have a good effect upon the clarity of 
dialogue." wl EPS, Geneva 
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DATE SET FOR UNITED 
CHURCH IN NORTHERN RHODESIA 


(Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia) - A new united church in Northern Rhodesia 
will come into existence at ceremonies Jenuary 16-17, 1965. It will be 
known either,as the United Church of Zambia or the Church of Zambia. 
Representatives of the three churches involved decided on the date at a 
recent meeting here. 


Involved are the United Church of Central Africa in Rhodesia, the Church - 
of Barotseland, and. the Methodist Church. 


Northern Rhodesia will take the name "Zambia! when ai becomes independent. 
BPS, Geneva 


VATICAN AND HUNGARY SIGN 
PACT ON ‘PRACTICAL! ITEMS 


(Rome) - The Holy Soe and the Hungarian Gove erate have ‘reached an initiad - 
accord on 'practical" questions, with-:the prospects of further broader 
agreements in sight, the Vatican has announced. 


Authoritative Vatican sources said that the "most important result of the 
accord was the recognition by Hungary of church liberty. | 


There was, however, no mention of the fate of Joszef Cardinal Mindszenty, 
primate of Hungary, who has been living in the United States ey in 
Budapest since the November, 1956, Hungarian revolt. 


The accord was signed at the Hungarian Fercign ministry in Budapest. 


' Vatican sources said that the accord was the first direct agreement between 
the Holy See and a Communist SARS cara na de EPS, Geneva 


UNION PLAN OPPOSED 
BY OXFORD CONFERENCE 


(Oxford) - The Conference of Evangelical Churehmen said here the report 
on Anglican-Methodist. reunion conversations is limited in its outlook and 
unclear in.its statements. 


A report issued at the close of its 1964 conference described the report 
as "a useful and informative contribution to the schemes of reunion". but 
said "it hoped that the committecs concerned will meet again and take heed 
to the objections which have been made and clarify the various subjects in 
doubt, especially the service of recondiliation". J 


The Conference is a mational. organization of Anglican Sine 
BPS, Geneva 


TN. BRIEF 


Fifty-eight students from many colleges of. Taiwan.- 45 young men and. 13 
young women -: distributed 78,679 Gospels and 11,070 illustrated Scripture 
portion, during the vacation period in a campaign conducted by the Bible 
Societies office in Taipeh. 
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Twenty-one clergymen, seminarians, and laymen comprise the initial enroll- 
ment of the ecumenical Urban Training Centre for Christian Mission which 
opened in Chicago last week. The new centre is supported by 12 churches 
and is designed to train and equip students for the special challenges of 
metropolitan ministry and mission through academic study and on-the-job 
training. 


* * eae 


Despite Congolese fighting a few hundred miles to the north, Presbyterian 
US missionaries are going ahead with plans to open a new medical school in 
Luluabourg in October. Directed by Dr. William Rule, a missionary of the 
Presbyterian Church (US), the school will offer a three-year nursing course 
for high school graduates and a preparatory year of study for applicants 
who have not completed high school. 


* * * 


Dr. Avery Brundage, president of the International Olympic Committee, will 
be princip guest speaker at the Sixth World YMCA Consuttation on Health 
and Physical Education being held in Tokyo, Japan, October 11-16, the 
period of the Olympic Gameg. 


* * -% 


A 1,000-seat auditorium will be erected in Vellore, India as a memorial to 
the’ late.Dr.-Idg. 5. Scudder, founder of the yeides Christian Medical 
College and Hospital, who died in 1960 after nearly. a lifetime of service 
in India. 


* * * 


A new survey of world Christianity by the Roman Catholic Congregation for 
the Propogation of the Faith concludes that there are now two non- Christians 
to every Christian in the world. The Congregation states that the non- 
Christians number 2,067,118,000 as compared with 930,155,000 who owe 
allegiance to a Christian church. j 


x * * 


Miss Ruth Emory, of the. Board of Education of the Methodist Church (USA) 
has been named to a short term appointment as assistant secretary for the 
Youth Department of the World Council of Churches. “(he appointment is 
effective immediately. 


* x * 


A new advanced management training programme for top USA Protestant and 
Orthodox church cxecutives will be-launched next summer. An interdenomin- 
ational committee is planning the project and it will be financed by <a 
$129,700 grant for the Lilly Endowment Inc., foundation. 


x % ¥ 
The Jordanian Baptist Church of Jerusalem, Jordan, has been organized with 


18 charter members. Southern Baptist missionaries pele eae a book store 
and began work in Jerusalem in 1961. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN SCA ENDS 
WSCF MEMBERSHIP IN APARTHEID DISPUTE 


(Geneva) - The Student Christian Association of South Africa has disaffili- 
ated itself from the World Student Christian Federation after 67 years! 
membership because of the Federation's stand against apartheid. - | 


The action was the direct result of two letters authorized by the WSCF's 
General Committee at its meeting in July in Argentina. The first sent to 
the South African Association by the Committee criticized it sharply for 
its failure to "disassociate itself in word and act from the policy of 
apartheid", It told the Association that in its opinion the situation 
"has become a threat to world peace and will, if it continues much longer, 
end in a bloodbath which may have a chain reaction all over the continent 
-and beyond", 


Further, it said, the South African Association had made "little or no 
attempt" to comply with a Federation request made four years ago that it 
re-examine and clarify its stand on the matter. It said the Federation's 
desire was "not to stand in judgement", but to maintain dialogue, but that 
it was forced to recognize that "dialogue has ceased precisely at the time 
when it is most needed and sought". 


The second letter addressed: to its other member movements called upon them 
to urge their governments "to apply massive pressure to compel a radical 
change in South African policy. Such action, to be effective, demands 
universal, total, and swift economic sanctions (involving) both the with- 
drawal of foreign investments .., and the cessation of all trade with — 
south Africa", . 
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To be effective, it said, cooperation is needed from "the main trading 
partners with South Africa, i.e. the USA, Great Britain, France, Germany, - 
the Netherlands, Belgium, Italy, and Japan. Our hope", the letter said, 
"is that if all the nations decide to impose sanctions, this threat alone 
will be compelling. 


Other steps called for by the Federation included encouragement of dock- 
workers! unions to refuse to unload South African exports, and sports teams 
to refuse to compete against South African segregated teams; support of 
South African refugees; influence of policies and programmes of secular 
student organizations; establishment and maintenance of coll Us possible links 
with individuals and groups in South Africa in order to maintain dialogue; 
and "examination again of their own life, to determine those. points where 
they share in the sins of racial pride or indifference to theinesedatcola as 
foreign students in their midst", 


The Federation said that "there can be no self-righteousness in our actions, 
but neither can we be indifferent to clroums tances which’ eomeasick from: us 
responsible political decisions", : ies 


In the letter cutting its ties. to the Federation the South African Associ- 


ation charged that the WSCr had "overstepped" its functions and was turning 
into "a super-structure ... which is now busy enforcing the will of the 
majority on the minority". It said the Federation was leading its member 
movements to become "yolitical pressure groups! and that "to this our 
Association cannot and will not subscribe. (We) have no other choice to 
make than to terminate affiliation with the WSCF... This decision is final." 
EPS, Geneva 


. BRITISH YOUTH URGE ACTION 


AGAINST SOUTH AFRICAN APARTHEID 


(London) - ‘& resolution strongly urging "immediate action to he ial pe 
influence all relative political groups and parties to support economic 
sanctions against South Africa" was passed by the General Council of the 
British Student Christian Movement. 


The action was taken in response to a World Student. Christian tageae ater 
appeal to its member movements to bring pressure to bear upon their govern- 
ments to take economic sanctions and other steps-in an Sat tS to force the 
South African government to end apartheid. 


The 9O0-member Council listed deputations and letters to Members of Parlias 
ment and constituent parties, public meetings and demonstrations, and joint 
action with other interested groups, together with maximum publicity from 


“press and television as aids to forwarding such a policy... The students 


also will urge churches to examine their investments avuorS and to anos; 
investing in South African companies, 


Leading the drive is the movement's general secretary, former Anglican 


‘Bishop Richard Ambrose Reeves of Johannesburg, who resigned as head of. the 


diocese in 1961 after being deported because of Bes ou uaDOe stand against 
the government's apartheid policies. * . BD a 


Dr. Reeves, now an ‘Assistant Bishop of London, recently appealed. to ‘the — 
world!s governments and peoples to help fight racial segregation in South 
Africa. ' BPS, Geneva 
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RADICAL REVISION OF LITURGY SEEN 
REQUIRED FOR MISSION IMPACT 


(Esslingen, Germany) - “Permanent and radical revision of public worship" in 
order that liturgy may be made an integral and compelling part of the mission- 
ary witness of the local congregation was called for by 40 Western European 
church leaders here. 


An effective missionary liturgy, they declared, "will express and enliven 
the very rhythm of (the congregation's) missionary service. The whole 
assembled community together involved in one place in Christ's missionary 
service, will: engage at every point of the universal Church in a bold and 
patient investigation, paying attention both to the changes and challenges 
of the world and to the discoveries of each one of themselves." 


The changes are urged in a report of recent discussions of the Western HKuro- 
pean Working Group for the Ecumenical Study on Structures for a Missionary 
Congregation sponsored by the World Council of Churches. 


It was the third meeting of the group which is one of a series of regional 
committees studying similar questions as part of a five-year study being con- 
ducted under WCC auspices. Co-chairmen of the group are the Dutch theo- 
logian Professor Hans Hoekendijk of Utrecht, and Professor J.G. Davies of 
Birmingham, England. 


Key sentences from the report, titled "Service and Mission", which was drafted 
by the French theologian Georges Casalis, were these: 


Confession of sin instead of being merely individual and non-historical 
should be collective. The private sins of each worshipper as well as his 
social (economic, national, etc.) sins should be presented to God. The 
confession should not be Apobhad to the past but primarily to the present 
and the future, to the positive acceptance of the world. 


Absolution should not be static and abstract. Without making man's obedi-~- 
ence a condition of the reception of free pardon it should place it in the 
movement of the missionary service. 


The confession of faith, instead of seeming to be the badge by which the true 
Christian community can be recognized, will come ~ no doubt at the end of the 
service - as a summary of the missionary message and the meaning of the 
serving presence of the Church. In the place of the traditional Credo we 
shall adopt more contemporary formulae. 


The sermon, an attempt to announce the Gospel message in the thought forms 
of its hearers, should contain elements of dialogue, either explicitly or 
implicitly: it can be prepared by teamwork, taking into account the con- 
crete situations of the contemporary world: it should lead to precise 
decisions and to a clear message to be handed on to others. 


Intercession, both prepared and expressed by a group, will hold the ees 
world before Him who is its origin and end. ; 


The benediction will not be the end of the liturgical celebration but the. 
sending out of the servants in mission. 


What is sung will not be the archaic and individualistic hymns found in most 
of our collections but the expressions of a community which, out of a living 
relationship with today's world, worships its Lord in Teoma ns forms and 
phrases... 


ee a ae Re et EL | 
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The whole servise will have the character of a joyful festival celebrated by 
the community which worships the Lord and Saviour of the vorld. 


(A full report of the meeting will be published later in Concept, the 
occasional paper issued by the World Council of Churches! Department of 
Studies in Evangelisn. ) EPS, Geneva 


COMBINED ACTION . 
CONGOLESE YOUTH ° 


(Leopoldville) - Christians of all traditions, Jews, and Muslims are com—.. 
bining their efforts to assist the youth population of this burgeoning 
capital city. Ae eo 


- The unique programme, which also has the support of the city's major in- 


dustrial and business firms, is the product of an initiative taken by the 
Youth Department of Congo Protestant Council. 


Within the past four years the ponulation of Leopoldville has more than 
quadrupled = from a figure of 425,000 at the time of independence in 1960. 
to a present total estimated between 1,200,000 end 1,500,000. 


The situation has brought with it its own problems for Leopoldville'!s youth, 
To the tens of thousands reared in the city have been added scores of other 
thousands who have come in from rural areas. 


Unskilled, and the majority with only a minimum of schooling, they have 
become a glut on the city's labour market, An estimated 105,000 youth 
between the ages of 14 and 21 are unemployed in the city alone, and the 
pattern is repeated to a corresponding degree in outlying areas. 


Without jobs, and the majority without family ties, they live a hand-to- 
mouth existence, in conditions of unbelievable poverty and need, For many 
their beds at night are the sewage ditches along the streets. The attend- 
ant evils of drug addiction, prostitution, gang warfare, and juvenile crime 
Plague the city. 


The programme to hen vhem got underway in February of this year with the 


_ formation.of a steering committee composed of businessmen and diplematic, © 


political, anc religious leadczss drawn from the local Protestant, Greek 
Orthodox, Anglican, and Roman Catholic churcnes, the Jewish community, and 
the Leopoldville congregation of Ishmaelians (Muslims loyal to the Aga Khan) . 


Under the guidance of the Rev. Donald Bobb, @ missionary of the Presbyterian 
Church (US), who is director of the Protestant Council's Youth Department, 
much progress. has already been made. 


Because for most of the young students who have the intelligence and educa- 
tional background to keep up their schooling, the main problem is housing, 
the Committee has rented rooms for 75 of the "most needy": of this group at 


various places in the city. It aiso has. provided them food to supplement 
their diets, 


For the much larger number of students who do not have sufficient Schoo” 
background to continue academic studies the Committee, in cooperation with 


the International Labour Oxec*iration and the Leopoldville Chamber of 
Commerce, is planning @ vocational training centre. Local firms will help 


with personnel and equipment. Eventually it is hoped that as many as pate 
25,000 youth might be enrolled and directed into a vocation. pha 
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The Committee has also opened a home for 20 "pre-delinguent" girls and 25 
young boys left orphans by the Katanga war, and given special training to 
25.youth who are now conducting social work, recreation programmes in four 
separate areas of the city reaching an estimated 2,000 young Congolese each 
week, 


But the programme leaders are the first to admit these projects are only the 
beginning, 


"We are thinking big", said Mr. Bobb in a recent interview, "We don't think 
it is unrealistic to believe that eventually we might be able to reach 
50,000 youth through our programme." 


To make this vision a reality he is currently visiting in Europe to seek 
funds and personnel from governments, churches, and voluntary service 
agencies, Thus far most of the funds for the programme have come from 
local sources in the Congo (more than 400 business firms have made contri- 
butions) and from World Youth Projects (WYP), the youth programme of inter- 
church aid sponsored by the World Council of Churches and the World Council 
of Christian Education. In 1964 WYP contributed $2,000 to the work, 


(Photos to illustrate this story are available from the World Council of 
Churches, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland.) EPS, Geneva 


NCC AGENCY ASKS FEDERAL 
INTERVENTION. IN MISSISSIPPI 


(New York) - Federal intervention to halt violence of "unprecedented" pro- 
portions in McComb, Miss., was urged here by the 35-member Commission on 
Religion and Race of the National Council of Churches, 


Bombings of the homes and churches of the Negro residents of the 15,000- 
population community have sharply increased since large numbers of summer 
civil rights workers and federal officers left the area, a state::ient issued 
by the commission said, i 


"The shock that went with the occasional explosion", it said, “has become, 
now, Simple cold fear, the day-and-night diet of pecple purposely terror- 
ized", 


The commission specifically called on President Johnson to. send Allen W. 
Dulles, former head of the Central Intelligence Agency, back to Mississippi 
to bring pressure on local and state authorities "to restore order". It 
also asked that other means of federal intervention, such as the enlarge- 
ment of the force of federal officers, be employed "if local authorities 
cannot restore peace", 


The commission also issued a statement condemning the use of past disorders 
or the fear of future ones to delay action'in obtaining civil rights. 


With special reference to the political campaign, the commission challenge? 
the candidates to a "forthright discussion" of the issue, It said candi- 
dates and parties should be judged on the programmes they offer to correct 
the deep-rooted injustices and to create new opportunities", 

BPS, Geneva 
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ARCHBISHOP OF WALES SAYS 
BRITISH UNITY TARGET IMPOSSIBLE 


(Llandrindod Wells) - The Archbishop of Wales, Dr. Edwin Morris, believes 
that the target date of 1980 for the union of member churches of the British 
Council of “hurches set by the first British Faith and Order Conference is - 
impossible of achievement, (EPS No.. 35) 


He said at the annual meeting of the governing body of the Church in Wales: 
"T am entirely in favour of working and praying for a wider union of 
churches and other religious bodies, but we are so far apart from some of 
them in doctrine and order that I think-it impracticable to suppose that 
such a wide measure of union can be achieved in the next 16 years." 


He predicted that long before 1980 the stubborn facts of ‘the divided situ- 
ation would have shown the lack of wisdom in setting ‘such an impossible 
target. 


The Archbishsp's criticisms had been anticipated in one of the Conference. 
resolutions which called upon the churches "tn recognize the overwhelming . 
importance of that in the Christian faith which unites us, and to act upon 
it", The resolution declared: 


"We ask our churches to accept that, while we -.affirm the standards of belief 
to be an essential element in the life of the Church, our remaining differ- 
ences concerning the use of these standards and concerning the relations 
between Ccripture and tradition, though important, are not sufficient to 


stand as barriers to unity. They do not separate us at the point of the. 
central. affirmation of our. faith, and they can be better explored within a. 
united: Church," Ay . eh ih EPS, Geneva 


"COUNCIL FOR GIVIC RESPONSIBILITY" 
LAUNCHES DRIVE ON EXTREMISM 


(New York) = Several religious leaders joined in the formation of a new . 
national "Council for Civic Responsibility" launched here in an effort to 
combat an "ominous" increase in the “racial reactionary propaganda" being 
disseminated by the Jonn Birch Society and related organizations, 


Dr. Dewey Anderson, executive director of the non-»rofit Public hrfasee 
Institute which is sponsoring the Council, said it would lean eects ae ne 
Support upon tne major religious groups in the country. . 


He noted leading Protestants, Roman Catholics, and Jews for years have 
denounced the tactics of extremist groups, but that there has been a break 
in "communication" between church officials and churchgoers, He expressed 
hope that the new Council night help "bridge this gap". 


The Council will sponsor radio: programmes on some 100 abationd in ‘Midwest. 
and Western states and open a broad campaign through the mass media to 

counteract "misstatements". and "distortions of fact" by ultra-conservative 
groups, he said. . me 


Church leaders among. the 117 founding members of the Gbnigh lL: were: Bishop. 
Reuben E.. Mueller, president of the National Council of Churches; Presiding 
Bishop Arthur Lichtenberger of the Protestant Episcopal Church and Episcopal 
Bishop James A. Pike of California; Methodist Bishops Lloyd C. Wicxe of New 
York and A. Raymond Grant of Portland, Oregon, HPS, Geneva 
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NEW ZEALAND BAPTISTS REJECT UNION TALKS 
BECAUSE OF BAPTISM PROVISIONS 


(Auckland) - The Baptist Union of New Zealand has announced that it is. 
unable to join in-union talks underway here because the proposed. Basis of 
Union provides for infant baptism as well as adult baptism, 


A statement published in the church's official journal declared that "while 

appreciating the, sincerity of those from whom they feel in conscience bound 

to differ, the Baptists of New Zealand are unable to enter into negotiations 
for any union which involves the acceptance of infant baptism as an alterna- 
tive form of baptism", 


Further, it said, the proposed Basis "contains other doctrinal implications, 
especially concerning the church and its membership, which would be a hind-. 
rance to Baptist participation in the negotiations". The statement did not 
elaborate upon these points. 


Involved in the talks are the Presbyterian, Methodist, Anglican, and Congre- 
gational churches and the Associated Churches of Christ. The Church of the 
Province of New Zealand (Anglican) recently voted to join the discussions. 


The statement said. New Zealand Baptists had followed the negotiations with. 
sympathy and "genuinely rejoiced at all efforts towards healing" Christian 
disunity, but that. there are "certain principles Baptists feel unable to 
surrender for the sake of church union", 


The question of baptism has been.one of. the most difficult in the union. 
discussions. While three of the churches practise either believers' or 
infant baptism, the Associated Churches of Christ practise believers' 
baptism by immersion only. The proposed Basis retains both practices with 
"safeguards to rights and conscience". 7 EPS, Geneva 


$47,000 SOUGHT FOR 
'65 WORLD YOUTH PROJECTS 
(Geneva) ~ Requests for $47,000 to aid 37 youth J iene in varicus parts: of 


the world are listed in the 1965 World Youth Projects (WYP) directory issued 
this week, . 


The programme, which represents the youth version of inter-church aid, is 
sponsored jointly by the Youth Departments of the World Council of Churches 
and the World Council of. Christian Education. 


The majority of requests are for aid in paying the salaries and programme 
expenses. for youth workers or for financing youth worker training courses, 
Some also ask..for funds to erect youth centres. The requests come from 
countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, and the Pacific Ocean area. 


In 1964 contributions through the programme totalled $41,000 - as compared 
with $33,000 in. the previous year. Miss Lucy Griffiths, WYP secretary, 
termed the increase indicative of a growing interest of Christian youth in 
ecumenical sharing. | 


1964. contributions cut across. all denominational divisions. For instance, 
Greek Orthodox youth helped build a girls! hostel in South Africa, Italian 
Protestant youth sent money for the Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation in Northern 
Rhodesia, Canadian youth aided the support of a worker in West Pakistan, and 
South African young people sent money for scholarships for American Indian 
youth. EPS, Geneva 
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SPANISH PROTHSTANT LEADER SEES END 
OF MAJOR RELIGIOUS LIBERTY CONFLICTS 


(Madrid) - A Spanish Protestant leader said here that "the wajor.conflicts" 
in Protestants! struggle for ee liberty in Spain "have come to an 
end'', 


The statement was made in an interview with the Spanish news agency EFE by 
Sr, José Cardona-Grégori, general secretary of the Commission for Evangeli- 
cal Defence in Spain, the body which has been in the EO Rear ere of piliginiay 
Protestants! religious rights campaign, : | 


"I wish to express my gratitude and that of all Spanish Protestants to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs for the understanding of our problems and for. 
the efforts he made to secure the legislation: which shavertoabehta the rights 
of non-Roman Catholic minorities", he said, 


Sr. Cardona’ said that while he had not seen the text of the draft law con- 
cerning the status of Protestants, the fact that it exists is Wid abisig sehen: 
since™ I know the spirit of those who have written it". 


With regard to the ban on proselytism, which it is widely reported is a 
part of the draft law, Sr. Cardona said that a distinction must-be made 
between "the witness of personal faith" and "proselytism which includes. 
pressures on consciences through non-Christian and non-spiritual means". 


The law is scheduled for debate soon by the Spanish Cortes (Parliament). 
It has received the support of both the Roman Catholic pe beta Me and 
government leaders. (EPS No, 34) | 


Mgr. Morcillo, Archbishop of Madrid and Alcala, one of the Spanish prelates 
to whom the government had submitted the draft for review, said here that 
he "sincerely believed that the draft project .., meets the desires often | 
expressed by non-Roman Catholics while preserving the common good of Spain 
and the Catholic unity of the nation". He- said the proselytism ban is in 
accordance with "good doctrine which all Christians recognize and about 
which they are in agreement". EPS, Geneva 


LUTHERANS DECLINE TO JOIN. 
NORWEGIAN FREE CHURCH COUNCIL 


(Meloy, Norway) - The Evangelical Lutheran Free Church of. Norway decided at 
its annual synod meeting here that it could not form part of the Council of 
Free Churches in accordance with proposed membership regulations. 


Instead, delegates asked: the synodical board to inquire into the possibility 
of setting up a joint council with the national Lutheran Church to deal 
-with questions of mutual interest. 


Fear was-expressed that the establishment of a Norwegian Free Church fpr tee 
might contribute to. the ee of a front between the Free Church and;: 
the national Church of Norway. — 


Some 96 per cent of Norway's population are members of the state Lutheran 
Church... The Lutheran Free Church has 19,000 members. - EPS, Geneva 
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COLLEGIALITY VOTE GETS 
MIXED PRESS RECEPTION. 


(Rome) ~ The Second Vatican Council's endorsement of the concept of 
collegiality - the sharing of authority between the Pope and the bishops - 
has received a mixed reception from the press, 


The German weekly Christ und Welt said the vote on the issue, which Pope 
Paul VI had called "the weightiest and most delicate" to be discussed by 
the Council, generally followed the lines advocated by Council "progress- 
ives", but that its formulations are evidence of the strong influence of 
"the conservative element", 


It said criticisms of the draft text by Protestants "seem to have been 
ignored''and that "the view of Protestant and Catholic theologians do not 
Seem to have converged, but rather to have diverged more than before". 


The German daily, the Frankfurter Allgemeiner Zeitung emphasized that the 
action in no way affects the monarchical structure of the church; that the 
Pope still possesses "full, supreme and universal power", and that. the 
bishops possess no authority except in relation to the Pope..." 


La Vie Protestante, the Swiss journal, warned Protestants to avoid the pit- 
fall of thinking that the collegiality issue is the one and only peint at 
issue in dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church, 


"Whether the responsibilities in the central government are shared or not 
oes the Roman Catholic Church remains and always will remain ,.. character- 
ized by the primacy of jurisdiction and the dogmatic infallibility of the 
Sovereign Pontiff", it said. 


Last week debate continued on a number of other major agenda items: 


, Religious Liberty 


Discussion of the revised draft on religious liberty, which.is now appended 
as a "'declaration" to the schema on ecumenism, has produced some heated 
clashes. The text of the draft will remain secret until - as is now 
generally believed - it receives final approval. 


An outstanding figure in the debate has been Richard cusanat careenecieys of 
Boston who said that the church must show itself as the champion of 
religious liberty and urged that the text needed to be strengthened, not 
weakened. "We must give to others what we claim for ourselves", he 
declared. 


‘M. Henri Fesquet, religious news editor of the Paris daily Le Monde, said 


the debates have "exploded the prejudice, so current among Catholics, that 
the doctrine of the church is immutable. 


"On the contrary, ... this Council has proved that apart from historic 
articles of faith, the doctrine of the church is subject to changes. As 
the well-known saying goes: '‘Heclesia semper reformanda'," 


The French Protestant periodical Réforme spoke of "the joy one feels when 
a man like Cardinal Leger (of Montreal) urges his colleagues to know their 
time and the men of their age - men who refuse to give passive obedience, 
who respect only what is genuine, and reject all forms of paternalisn. 
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Mariolngy 


The text of the document dealing with the role of the Virgin Mary, now a 
part of the schema on the Church, has been radically revised, but debate 
would seem to indicate that the new version is pleasing neither to the 
"maximalists" (those who would further éxalt her position) nor the "mini- 
malists" (those who favour restraint). 


The German weekly Sonntagsblatt said the text Nelearly bears the stamp of 
compromise", but reported that ‘over one-third" of the Council fathers 
support the "maximalist demands" and that their support is strong enough 
to prevent removal of the title "mediatrix" given as a devotional title to 
point up their concept of Mary's role in the redemption of the world by 
her Son. 


Relations with the Jews 


Council Fathers also debated a.re-written and what is generally eoniiaered 
a "watered down" document concerning the church's attitude towards the Jews. 
Various Jewish groups have described the present text as "offensive" and 
several Council speakers have come out for a-new text which would be a 
strong forthright declaration exonerating the Jews of the guilt for the 


crucifixion of Jesus. Despite the emphasis that the document has no: : 
"political significance'', various prelates from Middle East countries have 
opposed it. : -EPS, Geneva 


THOUSANDS AT ROSH HASHANA 
SERVICE IN LENINGRAD 


(Paris) - A group of Jews who recently returned here from a visit to the 
USSR reported that members of the Leningrad Jewish community "spoke freely 
with foreign visitors and were relaxed while policemen nearby diverted 
traffic to prevent noise interrupting the prayer dyrdecetie the bie oe Hashana 
service at the Leningrad Synagogue" » 


They made the comment in an interview with the Paris correspondent of ‘the 
Jewish Chronicle, London. 


The group included Maitre André Blumel, president of the France-USSR 


Association and former president of the Zionist Federation of France. 


The visitors said 5,000 persons attended the Rosh Hashana service and 
others who sought admittance had to be turned away for lack of space, 


‘The group reported that "some of the visitors, however, found the Leningrad 
Jews they met somewhat reticent, as-if still labouring under a sense of 


fear although there was no doubt that it was less than in the past", 


The Chronicle estimated there ‘are 325,000 Jews among Leningrad's 4,500,000 
population, It said this number is not only more than in any Western 
huropean city, but is more than the total number in the countries of 
Western Europe, except France and Britain. The visitors reported 
Leningrad Jews have "a thirst for information about Israel and Jews in 

the West". | morn EPS, Geneva 
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POLISH GOVERNMENT 
ACCUSES CHURCH 


(Warsaw) - The Polish Government has launched new charges against the 
Roman Catholic Church accusing it of "inciting the people to fanaticism 
and endangering the safety of the State". 


A government statement issued last week specifically accused priests of 
using the pulpit, the confessional, and pilgrimages to disseminate "system- 
atic propaganda against the State". 


It rebutted church claims that it is being persecuted, claiming that the 
catechism is being taught in 16,000 schools and that the State had even 
offered to pay the salaries of the priests, but that the church had 
rejected this offer. 


It branded as false church allegations that priests were being arrested 

as part of a religious persecution campaign, and said that any priests who 
had been arrested had been charged for violation of civil laws and not for 
religious reasons. 


In'a pastoral letter issued in September Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski,. head of 
the church, had accused wovernment authorities of "presenting obstacles +> 
the free eetonide of religion" by forcing priests to inform the authorities 
of the places of religious instruction classes and to clear all matters 
concerning instruction". 


The Cardinal's letter also charged that many priests were being subjected ie) 
"administrative pressures" and that teachers had been dismissed without 
reason. from their posts. EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH ROMAN CATHOLIC DOCTOR 
QUESTIONS R.C. BIRTH CONTROL STAND 


(Amsterdam) jes A Dutch Roman Catholic psychiatrist has called for better 
planning for population growth and for a revision of Roman Catholic moral 
theology regarding birth-control methods. 


Dr. C. J. Trimbos, said here that the official attitude of the Catholic 
Church towards: birth control placed an immense responsibility upon church 
leaders which far exceeded their legitimate ‘responsibility to their faith. 


He questioned the stand taken in the encyclical Mater et Magistra, and 
asked whether or not it was really impossible to work out a birth control 
programme which would be in line with Roman Catholic dogma, and yet effec- 
tive. If it were impossible, he said, he questioned whether one church 
should impose its position on the matter on the population of the whole 

~ world. i EPS, Geneva 


No. 36 - lst October, 1964 : Gi hia 


POPE RETURNS RELIC TO 
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 


(Patras, Greece) - Augustin Cardinal Bea has led a papal delegation here to 
return the famed relic of St. Andrew the Apostle to the Orthodox Church of 
Greece. 


The 83-year-old president of the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of 
Christian Unity presented the relic to Metropolitan Constantine of the 
Patras Cathedral where a service of thanksgiving was held.: 


The relic - reputedly the skull of the saint - is contained in a finely 
wrought gold reliquary which reproduces the Saint's features. It had been 
removed from Patras, where Saint Andrew is believed to have been a in 
60 AD, to Rome in 1462 to protect it from invading Parke » 


Pope Paul VI had described the restoration of the relic to the Greek Church 
as indicative of "our respect for the Greek Orthodox Church" and "of our 
intention to Banat our brotherly’ heart to it in faith and in the love of the 
LG. 


Later Cardinal Bea went to Athens where he was received by Archbishop 
Chrysostomos, head of the Greek Orthodox Church, the first Greek Orthodox 
Primate ever to receive a Roman Catholic cardinal. EPS, Geneva 


RUSSIAN PATRIARCH 
CONCLUDES LONDON VISIT 


(London) - Patriarch Alexei of the Russian Orthodox Church has anni bead a. 
five-day visit-in London as the guest of the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
returned to Moscow. The personal courtesy visit was made in return for one 
paid him by the Archbishop in 1962. 


During his visit the Patriarch was honoured at a vipat ea at Canterbury 
Cathedral at which the Archbishov presented him with the Lanbeth Cross "in 
token of gratitude for your service to Christian unity". 


"We have often prayed for the eaat teed ae: in Russia, and we have thanked God 
for their courage and patience", the Archbishop said. 


En route to London the 87 year-old Patriarch had visited. tomta Council of 
Churches headquarters in Geneva, and attended the royal wedding. in Athens. 
EPS, Geneva 


POPE SEES CHURCH READY FOR 
"HONOUR BIE, SERENE, DIALOGUE" 


(Rome) - Pope Paul VI told an audience of official observer-delegates of non- 
Roman Catholic churches to the Second Vatican Council that the Roman Catholic 
Church is "ready for honcurahle and serene dialogue". And he added: 


"It is in no hurry. It only wishes to start the dialogue leaving it to God's 
goodness to conclude it in the way and at the time He wishes." 


He said the Roman Catholic Church "cannot free itself from some doctrinal 
obligations", but was "ready to consider with attention ways to overcome 
difficulties, end misunderstanding, respect treasures of truth and spiritual 
life which you possess, and to widen and adapt some canonical forms". 


He added that "we still have present in our mind the proposal which you (the 
observers) made last year in similar circumstances to found an institute for 4 
the, study of the history of salvation which we could bring to fruition by . 
common collaboration... We are in the process of examining this possibility". 
Sas pagotes 


| 
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DRa NOLDE SUGGESTS STEPS TOWARDS 

SOLUTION OF U.N. FINANCIAL ASSESSMENT IMPASSE 

(New York) - Both the United States and the USSR should adopt a "more 
flexible" approach to the problems of financing the United Nations! peace- 
keeping operations, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of 


the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches, said 
in a speech here. 


"Both must recognize that the United Nations can indeed not function and 
will in fact not be a world Pe ee if either "is not an active 
participant", he declared. 


The US Congress by an overwhelming vote has called for every effort to 
assure invocation of the penalty provisions of the UN which state that any 
member which is in arrears in the payment of financial contributions for 
the preceding two full years shall have no vote in the General Assembly. 


The USSR government, which has not paid its assessments for the peace- 
keeping operations in this period, has warned that it will walk out of the 
Assembly if deprived of its vote. It contends that assessments for peace- 
keeping are binding only when made by the Security Council and not when 
made by the General Assembly, 


The International Court of Justice, however, has declared that member 
nations are responsible for peace-keeping assessments as well as for regular 
budgetary requirements. (Some 12 nations in all, including France, are in 
arrears.) 


The General Assembly has appointed a 2l-nation working group headed by 
Ambassador Chief 5.0. Adebo, of Nigeria, to study the problem and make 
recommendations. 


A critical point will be reached when the 19th session of the General 
Assembly convenes on November 10, 


Dr. Nolde suggested four steps as a way out of the impasse: the opinion of 
the International Court must be sustained; reconciliation may be more 
readily achieved if attention is first concentrated on plans for the future; 
the US and USSR should be more flexible; various forms of payments by 
delinquent countries could be devised, such as advance payments in accepted 
budgetary categories, 


"In seeking a solution", he suggested, "the motive should be not to use 

financial delinquency as a means of depriving the USSR of its vote ... but 
rather to find a way in which the delinquency can be met in order to permit 
active participation. EPS, Geneva — 


IN BRIEF 


Fifteen clergymen from the US and Canada recently assisted small churches 
in the Kansai and Chugoku areas of Japan for two months. As a result of 


their efforts 72 people were baptized and many more expressed interest in 
the Church. 


2.5 Oh ne CAR 
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Three young Protestant pastors in Cologne, Germany, have left their pulpits for 
several months and become assembly line workers in an auto factory in order 
better to understand working men's problems. The Rev. Martin Pircl, the 
Rev. Heinrich Hulser, and the Rev, Eberhard Karlen received special per- 
mission from their church authorities to undertake the "fellowship work" 
mission, 


Fen ae * 


An extensive study of the meaning and practice of private confession and 
absolution before Holy Communion is being made by the Lutheran Church in 
America's Commission on Worship. Purpose of. the study will be to examine 
the historical, theological, and psychological factors of a practice which, 
"while recognized as proper to Christian faith, has for the most part been 
ignored in most of Lutheranism", 


Te hte: * 


A group of E English- language Baptist churches and missions from Germany, - 
France, Spain, Luxembourg, and Italy have reorganized themselves as the 
Burnpean Baptist Convention and voted to seek membership in the European 
Baptist Federation. Membership in the federation would relate the Conven- 
tion - formerly the Association of Baptists in Continental Europe - to the 
Baptist World Alliance. The Convention also expressed a desire for recog- 
nition by the Southern Baptist Convention. 


* * * 


The American Mennonite Central Committee has sent Mr. Edgar Metzler, execu- 
tive secretary of its Peace Section, to India for a three-month period at 
the request of Mennonites there to help them BENET OD their Gigueics and 

study for a peace witness", 


a 


ce ae 


Bishop Willy Westergaard-Madsen, head of the Lutheran Church of Denmark, 
made an official visit to Hungary recently at the invitation of the 
Hungarian Evangelical (Lutheran) Church. 


rapt sc * 


Two Anglican priests have presented a chalice and a church plate to a Reman 
Catholic convent chapel in London in. reparation for the POTAg SH SA Gh of 
English Catholics in former centuries. 


*¥ * *” 
The Rev. Moritada Murayama of the Yamato Koriyama Church, Japan, has gone 
to Cairo, Egypt, for a four-year assignment in industrial evangelism there. 


He will cooperate with and be supported by the United Presbyterian Church 
in the USA, . 


es ee 
Hospitals, churches and individuals in Charlotte, N.C. (USA) have sent some 


2.5 tons of medical and relief supplies to Korea Or, use at the Presby- — 
terian Medical Centre in mci Janae Korea. 


* * * 
Two lay members of the Presbyterian Church in Formosa are in Japan to study 


the programme of the United Church of Christ in Japan for industrial 
workers. EPS, Geneva 
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NOPO0_ SI- ON AST 


NO LONGER MERELY 
A SYMBOL. 


(From aboard the M.S. Bornholm) ~ A ship has been the symbol’ of the 
ecumenical movement, but now it is no longer merely a symbol. Preventeil 
by political complications from meeting in Nyborg Strand, Denmark, the 
-Conference of European Churches is meeting this week aboard the M.S. 
Bornholm, a privately-owned Danish ship of 5,000 tons. 


Three earlier meetings were held in Nyborg Strand by the Conference. 
This is still to be termed Nyborg IV, even though the delegates are 
sailing in the Kattegat for the length of the meeting. The political 
complications arose when’ the East German delegates were forbidden to 
apply for the allied travel documents required by Denmark as a NATO 
country, and approaches to the Danish government to relax its restric- 
tions failed. It was then the decision was taken to meet aboard the 
Bornholm, and the symbol of the ecumenical movement became, in this | 
instance, its meeting place! © ie 


Most of the 200 delegates were picked up in Copenhagen, and then the 
ship proceeded to Malmo, Sweden where the East German delegation embarked 
- Sweden, not being 2 NATO member does not require the travel documents. 


The participants come from -Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox and Old Catholic 
churches from 21 countries in Eastern and Western Europe. Two Roman 
Catholic observers from the Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian 
Unity are alse aboard. - Dr. Glen ‘Garfield Witliams, Conference executive 
secretary, stated at a press conference on board ship that the conference 
was being held at sea in order to permit the participation of delegates 
from all these European countries because "we are trying to demonstrate 
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that the churches must do all that is possible to overcome all barriers -— 
political, geographical, and ideological - which separate the churches". 


In response to a question whether the Conference might come up with state~ 
ments or recommendations contrary to the expressed policies of some of the 
countries from which delegates come, Dr. Williams commented: "The life 
tempo of the Church must always be different from the life tempo of the 
society in which the Church lives. The churches must be prepared to take 
extraordinary action; they must be prepared to take positions vis-a-vis 
governments in order to-do all that is legitimate in order to meet to- 
gether," 


Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover, Germany, one of the five members of the. 
Conference presidium, pointed out to the press that this Conference is the 
only pan-European organization to which churches send official delegates, 
During the week one. of the meeting's major tasks will be to adopt. a con- 
stitution and elect the presidium, an advisory committee, and a secretariat. 
These. actions: will formally establish the organization. 


The theme of Nyborg IV is "Living Together - As Continents and Generations". 
In speaking of this theme, Bishop Lilje noted that "Europe does not under- 
stand itself as an isolated continent", but is aware that its special 
problems, such as the division of East and West Germany, create tensions 

in other parts of the world. 


Of great importance, therefore, is the consideration the Conference is 
giving to the- reports..of four. working -committees,.set.up two.years..agoe.. 
The first of these deals with the topic "The obligation of the European 
churches towards other continents". In this report the delegates will be 
asked whether perhaps in the new situation it is a misinterpretation of 
responsibility to make "giving seem more important than taking". In 

other words, the group will be discussing in what way the Kuropean churches 
can recognize that they can take something from the churches of other. 
continents, in what ways they can learn, and even unlearn. 


Other topics to be considered will be "Church and State in Europe Today"; 
"The Churches and the Present Social Changes in Europe"; and "Responsible 
Cooperation between Generations", 


* * * 


Speaking to the Conference on October 8th, Archbishop Alexis of Tallinn, 
chief of the Russian delegation to the Conference, made the following 
statement: "The way of our Lord is unique, not only in Eastern Kurope, 
where a new political system and socialist economics are dominant, but 

also in the West, where the old social and economic systems still exist. 

It is for this reason that a meeting of Christians from Europe is possible." 


Thus the essential task of the Church is to contribute to the establishment 
of a durable peace in Europe and the world; to create an atmosphere of 
peaceful coexistence between states with different social structures; and 
to abandon the false method of "exporting" political and ideological 
principles from one state to another. So concluded the Russian church's 
representative. EPS, Geneva 


(See Special Report for text of speech by Dr. Visser tt Hooft) 
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UNIVERSITY OF GENEVA DEAN OPENS DISCUSSION 
OF CENTRAL THEME FOR ECUMENICAL GRADUATE SCHOOL 


(Geneva) The Church "is not called to co-exist with Israel, 
it is together with Israel responsible for the salvation of mankind; it 
does not replace Israel; God has grafted the Church on to Israel and both 
together constitute the eschatological people of God". So spoke Robert 
Martin-Acheard, Dean of the theological faculty of the University of Geneva. 
His address at the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey opened the thirteenth 
annual session of the Graduate School. The central theme for this session 


will be "The Elect People of God in the Service of the World", and lecturere 


will present various approaches to the problem of the relation between the 
Church and the Jewish people. They will include theologians from nine 
countries, including representatives of two Orthodox Churches, eight 
Protestant . hurches, a Roman Catholic theologian and three Jewish scholars. 
The forty-two graduate students in attendance will further enhance the 
ecumenical character of the discussion since they will represent ten 
confessions from nineteen countries on five continents. 


Representatives from Swiss churches, from the University of Geneva, and from 
international organisations, were present at the opening of the Graduate 
eno py) tos, (rector, Pr. ih. He Wolf and the introduction of the .other: 
themes of study by Dr. Nikos Nissiotis, associate director... Some. of -the 
future lecturers were present, including the Chicf Rabbi. of Genova, 

Dr. Alexandre Safran, Mr. Jochanan Bloch.of Berlin, Dr. Amos Wilder, 
Professor Emeritus of the New Testament, Harvard Divinity School, Professor 
George D. Kilpatrick of Oxford, and Dr. Robert iackie, who will give lectures 
on the history of the ecumenical movement. Other lecturers will join the 
Graduate School later. EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP OF ANTWERP GIVES REASONS FOR 
STRESSING CLOSENESS wITH JEWS 


(Rome) - Bishop Jules Victor Daem, 62, Bishop of Antwerp and member of the 
Councii Commission on Seminaries, Studies and Catholic Education, told the’ 
Council Fathers that he would like to see the schema on the Jews "spell out 
more, clearly in the Light of the doctrine of St.Paul! the two-fold aspect 
of Christian humility in respect to the Jews and the vastness of religious 
values that Christians and Jews share with one another. 


Min our judgment", he said, "the Declaration on the Jews can have more 
pastoral value if, besides introducing historical and theological consider- 
ations, the concrete relationship of Christians toward the Jews of our time 
be described". 


Calling attention to similarities between Jews and Christians, he said, "In 
their meeting places Jews gather to read the sacred books, which are also our 
books. They sing the same psalms which we ourselves sing. Many of them see, 
and deplore, and when possible counteract the dangers of thriving materialism." 


He then argued that there was no true contradiction between Mt.8. 11-12 and 
Rom.ll, 28-29, since the words of Christ and St. Paul refer to separate stages 
in the religious history of the Jews, Christ speaking about the immediate 
consequences of their failing to accept the Messiah (as is evident from the 
context), and St. Paul speaking about the final lot of the Israelites, that 
is, consummation in God. He said "the Jews like everybody else" are called 

to enter their Father's home. 


Quoting St. Paul (Rom.11, 20-22) Bishop Daem said Christians "ought to 


i. avoid all pride, "acknowledging that their origins are pagan and that they, 
not the Jews, are the ones who have been "ingrafted". EPS, Geneva | 
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ISRAELIS RIP UP ROAD BUILT 
WITH HELP OF CHURCHES 


(Isawiya, Jordan) - On the night of September 24th an Israeli detachment 
from the Mt. Scopus area ripped up a road which had been under construction 
since July of this year. Helped by the Near East Christian Council of 
Churches Committee for Refugee Work (NECCRW) villagers from Isawiya had been 
working on this access road, aided by funds from churches in. tata qurai: New 
Zealand, Great Britain, Germany and the United States. 


Disputes concerning jurisdiction over the road have been going on since 1953. 
Israelis contend that the 70 yards which they ripped up are under the juris- 
diction of their police force, while Jordanians claim it is part of the . ; 
village. . 


Unfortunately, this is the only access to the village of Isawiya, which has 
a population of 1,163. In the winter the present road, because of heavy 


rains, is impassible for heavy vehicles and villagers must wait until spring 


to bring in heavy materials and supplies. 


Church World Service project director, L. Brett White, commented on the 
incident: "Negotiations are now under way which give the impression of 
being futile unless somehow influence’ can be brought to bear upon the 
Israeli conscience to accept the needs of the villagers of Isawiya as being 
outside of whatever political considerations are made. The people don't 
want to-create an international incident. They simply want a proper access 
road to civilization." | EPS, Geneva 


-VERWOERD DENOUNCES 


METHODIST RESOLUTION 


(Cape Town ) ~ Dr. Verwoerd, the Prime Minister, has denounced a, 
Methodist Church synodal resolution on race affairs, according to the 
Rev. S. G. Pitts, president of the Methodist Conference of South Africa. 


The Prime Minister's attack was made in a'letter he sent to Mr. Pitts, who 
had forwarded the resolution to him. Mr. Pitts stated that Dr. Verwoerd's 
letter was "the worst.letter we have ever received from the Prime Minister. 
We are extremely unhappy about the letter." 


The Methodist synod protested against "restriotive and unjust. iienaneante 


and urged the government to consider these matters "in the interest of ine 
spiritual as well as the material well-being of this land and its multi- 
racial peoples". 


The Prime Hinieeer in his reply, said that the resolution, Lowenen subtly 
worded, was "nothing more than a prejudiced political attack upon the 
government's policies, which aim at justice and opportunity for the white 


as well as the black man through separate nationhood". EPS, Geneva 


MARYLAND COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
CONDEMNS LOTTERY PROPOSAL 


(Baltimore) - Attempts to legalize a.state lottery to supplement tax 
revenue were condemned by Dr. Wilmer V. Bell, chairman of the Council of 
Churches Social Relations Committee. Dr. Bell called the attempts fiscally 
irresponsible, and morally and financially damaging to citizens of. the state. 
EPS, Geneva 
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THE WORLD IN THE LITURGY 


(Kyoto, Japan) - Messages and concerns from various parts of the world were 
placed at the heart of the celebration of Holy Communion at the Kyoto church 
on World Communion Sunday, October Ath. The service itself was in three 
parts, the Preparation, the Ministry of the Word, and the Ministry of the 
Sacrament. 


In the Ministry of the Sacrament the offering was first taken, with the 
announcement that it would be given to support the Mississippi Delta Project 
of the World Council of Churches and the National Council of Churches in the 
USA, an effort to promote voter registration and adult education. This was 

‘done to symbolize the Kyoto congregation's participation in the struggle for 
social justice all over the world, 


Then readers in the congregation reported news from the world, from the 
churches, and of members of the local congregation. Upon these reports the 
liturgical intercessions were based, Included in news from the churches 
were reports from the Kast Harlem Protestant parish in New York City; the 
United Church of Christ in Darwin, Australia; and the Frontier Ministry 
among students in Okayama. 


The sermon, preached during the Ministry of the Word, by Reger Hazelton, 
dean of the Theological School at Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio, was 
entitled "Miracle of Faith". At the end of the service, in place of the 
traditional benediction, the participants were dismissed with the following 
words: "The common life has been made holy; the body has been remembered; 


reconciliation has been represented. The world is waiting. Go in peace, 
enim alk tnar. you do, do it for love and by the Spirit of Jesus, who is 
the Lord," EPS, Geneva 


POLITICS CONTINUES TO COMPLICATE VATICAN COUNCIL'S 
DEBATE ON THE CHURCH AND THE JEWISH PHOPLE 


(Rome) - Bishop Donald R. Lamont of Umtali diocese in Southern Rhodesia 
stressed the logical and theological grounds for the discussion of the prob- 
lem of the Jewish people by the Vatican Council. However, such considera- 
tion was complicated by continual political overtones arising from the highly 
volatile relationships between the Arab nations and the state of Israel. 


Mr. Salah al Din Bitar, the Prime Minister of Syria till he was deposed this 
week, threatened that too liberal a declaration might well cause the coming 
Cairo conference of non-aligned states to take an antagonistic stand: against 
the Catholic world. 


Close on the heels of this report came a cable, to the Eastern Rite patriarchs 
attending the Council, from Mr, Thabet-Paris, a Roman Catholic who was at the 
time Syria's Minister of State. In the telegram Mr. Thabet-Paris stated: 

"I must thank you for your firm attitude against the exoneration of the Jews. 
Wishing you a final victory in forestalling a highly damaging act." 


In the midst of this situation Mohammed El Tabei, Ambassador to the Holy See 
from the United Arab Republic, asked for and received a private audience with 
Pope Paul VI. Vatican sources stated that the envoy had asked for the 
audience in order to discuss the proposed declaration on Catholic-Jewish 
relations. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC REPORT WILL LIST 
AFRICA'S TOP NEEDS 


(Geneva) - After visiting ten African countries, where they consulted with 
heads of state, cabinet ministers, and church leaders, Sir Hugh Foot and Dr. 
ZK. Matthews have begun work on the report which they will submit next 
month to the World Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refu- 
gee, and World Service. 


In this report Foot and Matthews will set aa what they believe to be Afrioats 
most urgent needs in the light o« the top-level consultations they have had. 
They will recommend a series of projects for the member churches of the World 
Council to support and will name the priorities in which these should be 
launched, | ; 


Sir Hugh Foot, a former British colonial governor and now an adviser to the 
United Nations, and Dr. Z.K. Matthews, the WCC's Africa Secretary, were asked 
by the World Council to survey current emergencies in Africa so that a stra- 
tegy for meeting these could be devised. The WCC has appealed to its member 
churches and agencies for an initial $1,000,000 to support relief and re- 
habilitation projects in Africa for Ne hapee an to help the dependents of 
political prisoners, and to foster nation-building programmes. 


In 22 days Matthews and Foot~-visited Kenya, Tanganyika, Northern aheneeias 
Southern Rhodesia, Béchuanaland, Uganda, Burundi, Congo (Leopoldville), Congo 
(Brazzaville), and Cameroon, The people they talked to included President 
Julius Nyerere, Mr. Jomo Kenyatta, Mr. Kenneth Kaunda, cabinet ministers, and 
representatives of national Christian councils, > 


At the end of their tour Sir Hugh Foot and Dr. Matthews saw WCC officials and 
then planned together their report. Engagements have now taken Sir Hugh to 
Britain and Dr. Matthews to Rome, where he is representing the WCC as an 
observer at the Vatican Council. But later this month they will consult 
together on the framing of their joint report which they will present to.the 
next committee meeting of the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and . 
World Service. | EPS, Geneva 


SERVICE TO "ALL~FAITH" MEMBERSHIP 
CHALLENGE FOR YMCA 


(Minneapolis) - How does an organization which calls itself davratian deal. 
with a religiously-mixed constituency? This is one of the difficult problems 
that face the YMCA, according to Dr. Paul Limbert, who from 1952 to 1962 was 
secretary general of the World Alliance of YMCAs. In talks here, Dr. Limbert 
said the century-old YMCA must continue to serve and accept into membership 
persons of all faiths, But, he said, the integrity of the organization 
"depends on having a nucleus of leaders and members who are thoroughly con- 
mitted Christians", . . 


Dr. Limbert said he has had many pereonal contacts with Catholic leaders 
indicating they are revising their attitudes toward the "Y". This, he added, 
could mean that the YMCA may have to modify some of its attitudes and prac- 
tices "so the Roman Catholic doesn't feel like an outsider or guest, but 
feels he can fully participate in our programme without violence of con- 
science. "Essentially, the YMCA is a lay Christian movement which has, 
demonstrated a remarkable capacity to be sensitive to the needs of ‘persons 
and to express the power of the Christian faith in meeting those needs." 

He said the word "Christian" in the "Y" name should challenge its members to 
feel their own inadequacies and should disturb them "about the way society 
is organized". | EPS, Renton ny 


‘at. +4 
a i" ea ~ 
Y aes f 


i ' { . ons " 4 y i wy eat le Nas | * a Vig os 
: Meg f by mea me ade i de ay im i 
om 4 ft NES Ade f baer V lie Bs 3 ani 6 ii Puce See ae 
pa le Eee ERE RR CL ioe eh rch att Ge ok ea ee Pee LPR S RRR Yt de cari by ip rie Mg LOS aoe 


No. 37 - 8th October, 1964 7 


CWS PROJECT CONVERTS SEAWATER 
FOR USE ON PARCHED ISLAND 


(Isle of Symi, Greece) ~ A new solar seawater conversion unit, described as 
the first of its kind in the world, is expected to stimulate efforts to re- 
build the economy of this picturesque but parched Mediterranean island. 


Once a thriving area located 25 miles from the Isle of Rhodes, Symi and its 
economy dwindled when the main industry, sponge-fishing, was overtaken by 
the development of the synthetic sponge. And in recent years severe water 
shortages have virtually put an end to farming, 


Now, through a project established by Church World Service - overseas aid 
arm of the National Council of Churches in the US - and with the cooperation 
of the Greek government and island residents, the solar "still" has been 
built. 


Located in the public square of the city of Symi, the unit is expected to 
produce some 8,000 gallons of water per day. Until now, the area's 3,000 
residents have existed on one or two gallons of water each day, obtaining it 
by trapping rain during the short rainy season, 


The new solar conversion unit is scheduled to be dedicated on October Ba ay 
with members of the Greek government present, EPS, Geneva 


NORTH CAROLINA KLAN HOLDS CLERGYMEN 
DURING RALLY 


(Farmville, N.C.) - A Methodist minister told the State Bureau of Investi- 
gation here that he had been threatened, harassed and searched illegally 
when he attended a Ku Klux Klan TALLY s 


The Rev. Jack H. Crum of Raleigh, director of Christian social action for 
the North Carolina Council of Churches, said that he, his wife, a Roman 
Catholic priest and a Protestant Episcopal priest were detained by Klan 
“security guards, 


He said the group was permitted to leave only after he was forced to empty 
the contents of his pockets, surrender some film, and was given a "shakedown 
and search" by the Klan's grand dragon in North Carolina, 


Mr. and Mrs. Crum attended the rally in the company of Father Gordon J. 
Kendall, pastor of St, Elizabeth's Catholic church, and an Episcopal priest, 
the Rev, Thomas Taylor, both of Farmville, 


They attended, Mr. Crum told the state investigators, "because he had heard 
there was a rally, the public was invited and we wanted to know more about 
the Klan because of its reputation". 


Mr. Crum, former pastor of the Moncute UNO.) Methodist church, was named 
full-time director of Christian social action by the North Carolina Council 
of Churches last December. His special assignment was to promote racial 
integration. At that time he described his main’ task as being to "induce 
“churches of North Carolina to adopt a policy of equal openness to all 
persons who sincerely seek to worship God", EB, Geneva 
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"BISHOPS AVOID ISSUE" 
BRITISH PAPER CHARGES 


(Londén) --In the columns of Phe Guardian discussion of "Divine Revelation", 
‘one of the schemata présetited to the Vatican Council, “has been characterized 
as evading the issue, "The question has been: put on one side like the 
ecumenically hot potato. At. Laie 


Reason for such*a description of the ahead dis action. was found -in Hie title 
‘of the schéma - chosen because the commission which drafted it preferred ~ 
"not to agree on the number-of sources" of revelation. » The debate has 
centred on the relation between Scripture and tradition as sources, with . 
some in the Roman church holding to the independent authority of tradition 
alongside Scripture, and others holding to a view which saw Scripture as 
containing, at least implicitly, the whole content of the Catholic faith. 


Avoidance of the issue was sharply attacked by the Archbishop of Verapoly, 
India, Joseph Attipetty.- He claimed that any attempt to call into question 
_.the claim that tradition itself was a source of revelation would mean that 
some of what until now has been proclaimed as,dogma would be officially _— 
declared false, 


However, according to The Guardian; “Dom ‘Butler, Abbot of Downside (England), 
said he felt that the Council could for the moment best act this way - 
leaving time for the controversy within the Roman church itself to be re- 
solved. The Abbot further affirmed that current opinion in the so-called 
progressive wing of the church showed a lessening of the gap between aS 
Protestant and Roman thinking on the subject, EPS, Geneva 


DIACONATE REFORM 

AN ECUMENICAL CONCERN AN Se gs ibe h 

(Geneva). - "Should. ave he. a Be ee ha’ Seta ae Heucohies abe: ibe cRaang 

How should: this ministry be understood :and what form should it take?! . 
These sentences begin a report entitled "Nine Reflections on the. Ministry of 
Deacons in the Church" published by the Faith and Order and the Laity Depart- 
ments of the World Council of Churches. The’ saine questions have. been. dis 
cussed “by the Vatican Council during - its current session. , 


The WCC report is part of a study initiated by the Montreal ‘Gen tememaes of 
Faith and Order, and is the work of a consultation of theologians represent- 
ing’ all the major traditions within the World Council. _ Intended merely as 
the starting point for discussion, the report will be supplemented by six 
studies by individual theologians, of different traditions. giving a descrip- 
tion of the diaconate and: where they believe it stands in need of reform,:. 
Church union committees are also being asked to read and criticize the © 
initial report so that the study can benefit from the experience of all 
parts of the: world-wide Church.’ ie ta a a Vendetta 


Diaconal iio in the Roman. Catholic: Apne received a forward thrust with 
the passing of those sections of De Ecolesia which allowed: for the: creation 
of a permanent body of. married and unmarried deacons. For centuries deacon — 
has- been a:temporary rank held by seminary graduates for a short time before 
they became priests. Now permanent diaconates can be set up by national 
conferences of bishops, and mature married men will be eligible for ordina- © 
tion to the diaconate. A further proposed change, allowing younger men to 
become deacons without having to take a vow of celibacy, was defeated for 
lack of a two-thirds majority. HPS, Geneva 
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DR. FRY CITES CHRISTIANS! CONCERN 
OVER "HARASSMENT" OF PATRIARCHATE 


(New York) ~ Persistent reports of Turkish harassment of the Eastern Ortho- 
dox Ecumenical, Patriarchate in Istanbul are causing concern among Christians 
around the world, says Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the Lutheran 
Church in America and chairman of the Central and Executive Committees of 
the World: Council of Churches, in a letter to the New York Times. He 
asserted "people of other confessions around the world" join Pacey Ortho- 
dox in fears that the Patriarchate "may. be in jeopardy". 


For several months- reports from. Istanbul: have alleged a variety of Turkish: 
pressures on the Patriarchate and Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I, 
supreme leader of Hastern Orthodoxy. But the official Turkish news agency 
recently quoted the Ecumenical, Patriarch as saying the reports "surprise us!'. 
The agency stcry alleged that the Patriarch had said Turkish-subject Greeks 
live well in Turkey. 


Reported acts against the Patriarchate, including the expulsion of two high- 
ranking prelates and the closing of the Patriarchate!'s printing office, have 
been seen as related to the Greek-Turkish Cyprus crisis. 


In: his letter to the Times Dr. Fry referred to a statement by the World 
Council of Churches! Commission of the Churches on International Affairs «— 
which declared that "it is essential for’the welfare of Orthodoxy, and 
indeed for the ecumenical movement as a whole, that. the Patriarchate shall 
have full freedom to perform its ecclesiastical functions". 


“The WCC leader said that "not only is the Patriarch himself. a Christian’ 
figure in a heroic mould" but that "if the spiritual welfare of the Patrix+ 
archate as an: institution is ee the entire Christian cause will 
Surrey ; hs EPS , Geneva 


LOCAL INTER~DENOMINATIONAL WORK 
PERMITTED PENTECOSTAL CLERGY 


(Montreal ) - The Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada called on. their ministers. 
to participate in interdenominational activities on the local level, but to 
' refrain from taking: part in any church union movement. | 


In a resolution approved at their 24th General Conference here, the Mec oayiee 
went on record "as. opposed . to an ecumenicity based on organic or organiza— 
tional unity, rather than the biblical doctrine of Spiritual unity in the 
Church of Jesus Christ", 


Therefore, they said, "we recommend that none of the ministers of Sue 
churches of the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada become involved in the 
promotion of the ecumenical movement through any of the modern ecumenical 
organizations of this. order on a local, national, or international level", 


The resolution, however, pointed out that the Assemblies! stand must not 

be interpreted to mean that its clergymen have a "limitation" imposed on 
them "regarding their Pentecostal witness or participation on a local level 

in interdenominational activities", . EPS, Geneva 
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CLERGY EXCHANGES REPORTED HELP 
TO IRON CURTAIN CHURCHES 


(Minneapolis, Minn.) - A Minnesota pastor who visited his native Latvia 


said on his return here that he was "ashamed" that he once attacked the 
World Council of Churches for sponsoring exchanges of visits hy clergymen 
across the Iron Curtain. ‘ 


The Rev. Rudolfs Krafts, pastor of Our Saviour's Lutheran church, Circle 
Pines, said that he found such visits give Christians in countries like 
Latvia "courage to be more faithful", 


The Latvians urged more visits from the outside, he noted. 


Pastor Krafts, who fled Latvia in 1944 after the Communists took over, and 
went to the USA as a displaced person, described the clergymen in Latvia as 
"real men of God" and said that he was "very much blessed" by talking to 

them. EPS, Gendva 


VOCATIONAL TRAINING CENTRE 
FORMALLY OPENED IN JORDAN 


(Jerusalen, Jordan) - The governor of Jerusalem formally opened on September 
Z0th the Beit Hanina Vocational Training Centre - the $500,000 Lutheran 
World Federation institution for Arab refugee youth, 


In officiating at the dedication ceremony, the governor acted for King 
Hussein, who was unable to be present. The director of the LWF Department 
of World Service, Dr. Bruno Muetzelfeldt, said the ceremony was "a demonstra+ 
tion of our concern for those who, having been caught up in the whirlpool of 
international intrigue, now find themselves deprived of their homes, their 
land, and the justice to which they are entitled", EPS, Geneva 


AMERICAN BAPTISTS OF NEW JERSEY 
SPEAK ON POLITICAL ISSUES 


(Ocean City, HieT oi) - The 55,000-member American Baptist State Convention of 
New Jersey has been urged by its delegates to take stands on a number of 
political issues. Included was support for Medicare (providing medical care 
for the aged), a plea to the Senate to ratify the United Nations covenants on 
human rights, a call for the elimination of discrimination in housing and for 
school boards and parent-teacher groups to work for "quality integrated 
education", 


A resolution on international relations said that the foreign policy of the 
United States should be based on Christian ethics. Thus, the resolution 


“stated, "the time has arrived for the US to explore every issue with the 


people of all nations on an equal basis, regardless of their present govern- 
mental system or state of economic, social and political development", 


In another resolution the Convention urged that Baptists engage in the 
ecumenical conversations currently being held between major Protestant 
denominations and contribute that which they hold dear - "the concepts of 
freedom and regenerated church membership’. Support was also given to the 
dialogue between Roman Catholics and Protestants - a dialogue which "should 
be one of love in a common search for God's leading". EPS, (: eneva 
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LITTLE HOPE FOR CHRISTIAN 
EXPANSION FORESEEN IN JAPAN 


(New York) - Although Christianity "is the only religion which commands 
interest and respect in Japanese academic circles", little hope exists for 
much Christian expansion in Japan in the immediate future. This was the 
assessment of an American clergyman who recently completed a three-month 
survey of conditions in Japan. 


Dr. Lawrence L. Durgin, minister of Broadway Congregational Church in New 
York City, told a luncheon meeting of, the Women's Planning Committee of 
Japan International Christian University Foundation that membership in 
Japanese churches "is not growing - some even report a decline in member- 
ship of both Protestant and Roman Catholic bodies". 


Reared in Japan, Dr. Durgin was optimistic about the long-range contribution 
which the interdenominational university can make there because of its 
"position of exposure to the religious and ideological cross-currents". In 
much of the so-called Christian world, he added, the Gospel "is hardly 
recognizable today for all the accretions of pride and prejudice. It's 
going to take a young institution to cut through these insubstantial and 
inconsequential accretions. It could be the International Christian 
University, if we have the generosity and the faith." EPS, Geneva 


A FIFPTRENTH STATION 
OF THE CROSS? 


(Leyland, England) - Commissioned to sculpt the traditional fourteen stations 
of the cross for St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church in Leyland, a Communist 
sculptor, a former convert to Roman Catholicism, insisted that they ended 

on the wrong note - and did a.fifteenth station to correct matters! 


Arthur Dooley, the sculptor, stated "I would have left it at fourteen, with 
Christ dead and buried. But that made it miserable for people coming to 
church looking for a ray of hope, so I did a fifteenth showing Christ risen." 
Gesenging en the additrinsl station Fr, Brian -FitzSimons, the parish 
priest, said. "Of course, it isn't in fact a fifteenth - that should be the 
tabernacle (on the altar). But we will put it up on one of the central 
columns in the church, as a kind of postscript." 


Using various techniques the sculptor has attempted to show, said . 
Fr. FitzSimons, that the crucifixion is an everyday occurrence and that it 


is still going on, but that "people couldn!t care less.. He talks the 
most profound theology at times without realizing it’, Fr. FitzSimons 
concluded. EPS, Geneva 


PROJECT PLANNED TO 
SPUR LAY PARTICIPATION 


(New York) - Stimulation of greater lay participation in the witness of the 
church is the aim of a new project sponsored by the Lutheran Church in 
America's Commission on Evangelism. The project will be located in 
Rochester, New York, and will be administered by the board of directors of 
the Rochester Area eae an Churches through its committee on the ministry 
Sruthe latiy. 


Conferences of vocational groups, seminars of laymen discussing the appli- 
cation of Christian insight to their business and professional life, and task 
forces enlisting and training persons for special work will all be planned. 
These task forces will minister to migrant workers, parolees, young criminals, 
and the mentally ill. 3 EPS, Geneva 
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VATICAN RESUMES NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH CZECHOSLOVAKTA 


(Prague) - According to Catholic press reports, conversations are shortly 
to be resumed between the Vatican and the Czech government. The purvose of 
the negotiations is to conclude an agreement similar to the one recently 
made with the government of Hungary. The primary point is nominations to 
the dioceses in Bohemia, Moravia and Slovakia. The Vatican is also 
endeavouring to ensure greater freedom for the Roman Catholic Church in the 
sphere of religious instruction and the training of priests. 


The desire for an agreement with the Vatican has recently been expressed 
also in Poland. ‘"Slowo Powezecho" (the organ of the Peace Movement, which 
supports the government ) refers to the example of Hungary as SEN of 
a possible solution "which would be useful both for the Church and for a 
socialist state". In Marxist circles in Poland it is now realised that the 
struggle against the Church and against religion will not be won within 
this generation. They are therefore adapting themselves to the idea of a 
long period of "co-existence ‘and cooperation". - EPS, Geneva 


ANTI-RELIGIOUS PRESSURES SAID TO 
BE INCREASING IN RUSSIA 


(Vienna) - In an address given in Vienna on "Communism and Religion", 
Professor Gustav Wetter, S.J. expressed the view that it is a "disastrous 
mistake" to think that Communism (especially in the Soviet Union) is less 
hostile towards religion today than it was decades ago. The era of 
"co-existence and de-Stalinisation" had not made things easier for 
religion; it has brought considerable additional difficulties. In the 
anti-religious struggle the methods used were not open force, but scien- 
tific propaganda and administrative compulsion, the ee ietaee charged. 


2 ye 


Father Wetter (who has been working in Rome since 1930 at the Gollegium 
russicum, and is known primarily as‘ the author of the-book "Dialectical ; 
Materialism") said the latest decisions taken by the- Central Committee of 
the Communist Party were typical. They would intensify the attack on 
religion by means of scientific propaganda, stronger administrative 
pressure, the creation of non-religious festi vals, ‘and through propaganda 
in the schools and in daily life. Tea Ma 


Father Wetter stated that at the beginning of the school year of 1964/65, 
"Scientific Atheism" ig to be introduced into ‘the curriculum of the 
universities and higher schools as a compulsory. eubjeos in -which students 
must \veebanttd themselves*for examination. EPS , Geneva 


PROTESTANT-~CATHOLIC DIALOGUE 
PLANNED IN NEW MEXICO ) 


(Albuquerque, N.M.) - Increased action by clergymen in sdvocating’ 
legislation of Ghristian concern and a continuing theological dialogue 
between Catholics and Protestants on a parish level resulted from the 
annual meeting of the New Mexican’ Council of Churches here. 


These decisive steps were taken by delegates at a session which, BS 5 
said, made religious history in New Mexico. For the first time, Roman 
Batholios were represented at the Council of Churches meeting. 


Msgr. QO. A. Coggiola-Mower of Santa Fe served as the official Eee ie 
of Archbishop James P. Dagis of Santa Fe. ane Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 


Yet another sign of the growing together of churches in Great Britain is the 
formation of an Ecumenical Fellowship of Prayer for Christian Unity. Centre 
of the fellowship will be a house at Farncombe, Surrey, where a group of 
women belonging to the Anglican and Methodist traditions intend to live a 
life of Christian prayer, the primary intention of which will be the unity 


of all Christians as defined by Abbé Couturier - "such as Christ wills, and 
by the means that He wills". The house will be opened this month. 
* * % 


Seventy priests and missionaries have arrived in Kampala, Uganda, from Beni, 
eastern Congo (Leopoldville). Several of them, including Bishop Pierard of 
‘Beni, had. been imprisoned, beaten and sentenced to death by a rebel "court". 


* * * 


Proposals for joint translations of the Bible by Protestant and Roman Catho- 
-lic scholars were brought before the Vatican Council last week. Such trans- 
lations, affirmed Bishop Jan van Dodewaard of Holland, should be made in 
various languages and "as a common effort with our separated brethren" so 
that they could be used by all Christians. 


ae) ae * 


The Mennonite Disaster Service organization on September 28th sent five | 
masons, two from Pennsylvania and three from Virginia, to provide skilled 

aid and direction in the. rebuilding of a Mennonite Indian church at Noxapater, 
Mississippi, wrecked by explosives on the night of September. 18th. 


* aan ease 


Mr. Christopher Driver, a Congregationalist. and features editor of The 
Guardian,.told the autumn meeting of the Free Churches. Federal Council, in 
London,.that "in declining over a period of fifty years from perhaps 12% of 
the population to 3% the Free Churches as institutions have in fact been 
pushed much farther towards the margins of English life than the Pio tah haan 
‘dene i itself has been - and this process is irreversible". 


* ee eas 


The Youth Department of the World Council of Churches sponsored 41 Ecumenical 
Work Camps. in 23 countries in 1964, in cooperation with national work camp 
committees, ecumenical youth councils, churches, and youth movements. They 
were located as follows:. Europe - 25; Africa - 5; North America - 8; 
Middle Hast - 1; Asia - 2. 


* * * 


. Officials of the Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Churches announced 
_ that their two General Conferences will meet simultaneously in Chicegr in 
November, 1966. The main item of business for the Conference will be voting 
on the union which is proposed between the two denominations. If the voting 
is favourable, union could take place a year later if two-thirds of the 
annual conferences of each church ratify the proposal. 


Ie Wy ey Wee 


The Very Rev. John Baptist Janssens, S.J., General of the Ssciety of Jesus 
since 1946, died on October 5 in Rome at the age of 74. 


Tanks ahr Ge 
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For the first time a native of Ceylon (Cingalese) has been appointed as 
Anglican Bishop of Colombo. The Very Rev, Harold de Soysa, who succeeds 
the Very Rev. Rollo Graham Campbell, has been attending the Second Vatican 
Council as an observer. 


* ¥* * 


Protestant Hpiscopal clargymen of the Los Angeles diocese gave their 
unanimous approval to a statement issued earlier by their bishop which 
called for defeat of a proposed constitutional amendment that would abolish 
Californiats fair housing laws, which prohibit racial or “hexane ve discrimi- 
nation in the sale or rental of housing units. 


* * * 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Greece has been recognized by the state 
authorities as the first Lutheran church in Greece, This new Greek Luthera 
group has its centre in Athens, has over a hundred members, and is under the 
care of the Greek Lutheran pastor Nicolaus Christodoulou. The little-churc 
maintains close contacts with young Protestants in Bavaria, who have already 
made a visit to Athens. In addition there has been a German-speaking Hvan- 
gelical congregation in Athens for many years, 


x * * 


The crypt of the enormous Alexander Nevski Cathedral in Sofia is to be turne 
into an art-gallery, reports the Bulgarian news agency. A space of 850 
square metres will be used for exhibiting 400 objects ~- icons, miniatures, 
paintings and frescoes of Bulgarian origin dating from the Middle Ages and 
from the Renaissance. The opening of the art-gallery is not to interfere 
with the services in the famous cathedral with its two gilded cupolas. 


* * * 


Thanks to the money raised by children in Methodist Sunday Schools in 
Germany last year, it has been possible to open a kindergarten in Kojin 


(Korea). The Methodist Church in Korea is growing rapidly; it now has 
82,000 members, in addition to looking after 120,000 children. 
* * * 


Unprecedented response to the Greater Boston Crusade, conducted by Dr. Billy 
Graham and his team, led to its extension through this week. Scheduled to 
close on September 27th, so many people had to be turned away it was decided 
to add the week of October 5th-12th. Further work in New England is alsc 
contemplated as a result of the response, and cities in Maine, Vermont, 
Rhode Island, and New Hampshire are being considered as sites for one or: 
two night crusade meetings. 


Fen ke * 


On September 4th Monsignor Cornelis, Archbishop of Elizabethville, attended 
the consecration service of Bishop John Wesley Shungu, one of the first two 
African bishops in the Methodist Church. Afterward Monsignor Cornelis 
spoke at a dinner honouring the new Methodist bishop of the Congo. 


* * ¥ 


The majority of two hundred priests and two hundred laypeople meeting at a 

Church of England conference in Sussex favoured admission to Holy Communion, 
after instruction, at an early age - between eight and ten years. | Lifelong 
vows in confirmation would then be administered at age seventeen or eighteer 
Orin adqdult Jaffe. EPS, Geneva / 
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special Report 


VISSER 'T HOOFT SPEAKS OF 
"A NEW EUROPE AND A NEW WORLD" 


(On board M.S. Bornholm) - A World Council of Churches leader took European 


churches to task because they are "far too little concerned with the 
immense problem of proclaiming the gospel in and to the secular world of 
our time", 


Dr, W.A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC's general secretary, addressing the constitu- 


ting assembly of the European Conference of Churches on board the M.S. 
Bornholm, said European churches have failed to face up to the fact that 
"the old Christian Europe" has passed away and they are facing "a new 
Europe and a new world", 


In this situation, he declared, the churches! task "is vastly greater than 
the conservation of the remnants of traditional Christendom or the calling 
of a few individuals out of the world into the Church. Our task-is to 

confront European culture with those basic questions which it must face if 
i 16) to, nave a future. va 


"Our evangelism should not be a church-centric evangelism. It should 
raise the issues of Huropean existence and raise them in the light of the 
Christian gospel. We could perhaps call it a Socratic evangelism, in 
which the evangelist is midwife, rather than preacher. 


"What is needed is to ask the scientist whether he knows where he is going, 


to ask the technologist whether the world he is building allows living 
space for free. responsible persons, the economist whether life in his wele 


fare state will not kill that very maturity of which modern man is so proud. 


And we must raise everywhere the question of the meaning of history." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft addressed the opening plenary session of the constitu- 
ting meeting of the Conference, the first continent-wide organization of 
its kind to which the churches send official delegates. Protestant, 
Anglican, Orthodox, and Old Catholic churches in 21 European countries are 
represented, He spoke on the meeting theme "Living Together". 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said the churches still largely have "a nostalgia for 
the old Christian Hurope. But the finale of the symphony between 
Christianity and European culture is being played. 


"We must face the new Burope and the new world ... is a 'mlindige Welt' - a 
world that has grown up and stands on its own feet. Secularism is net a 
passing phase. It is the outcome of a tremendous process in which all 
cultures are forced to break with ancient religious patterns ... @ process 
in which the tontocratic! pattern that is the sacralisation of nature and 
of the existing forms of society is destroyed and in which man understands 
himself as the maker of his own destiny. 


"The churches must in this situation give up any remaining dreams concern- 
ing privilege cr power. There is no way back to the Corpus Christianum." 


The World Council leader said the churches also have a second task ~ namely 


a specific responsibility in the worldwide missionary calling of the whole 
Church. 


/2. 
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"The non-Christian world has been offered on the one hand the Christian 
faith, but not very many have accepted it. It has also received the 
concepts and values derived from, but now detached from, the Christian 
faith, and this has been accepted by whole nations, The result is that 

we are now (and surely not without reason) criticized and sometimes con- 
demned in the name of the values which we have exported, The 75 poorer — 
nations ask social justice from rich nations which have a Christian origin." 


In this situation, he declared, European nations have a double task: first 
"to insist that. Europe shall act to the 'tiers—monde! (non-aligned), and 

to the poorer nations according to the principles which it has itself 
brought to these countries'', and secondly to help the younger churches in 
Asia and Africa face a situation in which European values, "exported 
alongside our technical knowledge", have created a "profound disruption 
and a deep religious crisis". 


He concluded: "We live at a time when for all of us the issue of our 
common relation to Europe and to the world must take precedence. We have 
already spent too much time on our family quarrels: we are even.now in 
our theology and our church life far too little concerned with the immense. 
problem of proclaiming the gospel in and to the secular world of our time." 
. EA hs EPS; Geneva 
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ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY SEES CHURCH 
"WELL ON WAY" TO ORTHODOX INTERCOMMUNION 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury said here that the growing | 
friendship between the Church of England and. BFastern Orthodox Churches : 
means that "we can greatly hope that we are well on the way towards | 
rapprochenent and intercommunion with them’. 


Speaking. to a meeting of the Foreign Press Association. th- Archbishop 
commented specifically on Anglican Orthodox relations with regard to 
the proposed plan of union of his church with the Methodists in 
England. . 


"If we succeed''y he commented "the principles of this unity will 
satisfy the conscience of the Methodist people and our own consciences 
and will not violate those principles which we have to watch through: 
our concern for ultimate union with the Orthodox Churches of the East 
and with Rome. 


He visualised the "rapprochement" with Rome as being carried out in 
two stages. 


"The first of these is to establish brotherly relations so that we 
are allies and not enemies within Christendom.. The second is t 
actual bringing about of unity within tne ons Church. 


"The first stage is already happening in some parts of the world, and 
it is one for which we must be thankful. It has been due in large 
measure to the imaginative leadership of Pope John and now his suc- 
cessor, Pope Paul. | 
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"What do.we hope for from the Vatican Council? We do not expect a radical 
alteration in the doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church. We hope for a 
shift in the proportion of doctrine, so that the Roman Church places 
relatively more stress on the doctrines it shares with other Christian 
churches and relatively less emphasis on modern doctrines peculiar to 
itself. 


"Wehopethat the Vatican Council will tackle in a practical way those 
questions which cause friction and pain among Christians of other churches." 


He noted specifically that the problem of mixed marriages is a major cause 
of such difficulties comnenting that the intense pressure on the conscience 
of the non-Roman Catholic, who was required to sign a declaration that the 
children of the marriage would be brceught up as Roman Catholics, caused 
'very great distress". He added: 


"I believe that alteration of this practice is urgently necessary. for better 
relations between the churches." | eae r ae ‘EPS, Geneva 


CWS BRINGS GREEK ISLANDERS 
FRESH WATER FROM THE SEA 


(Symi, Dodecanese) - Pioneered to success by Church - World Service. (USA) on 
this arid island; a plant for distilling fresh water :from--the .sea by means 
of the sun's power is to be the forerunner of others in the Greek islands. 


This was orien cate announced when the plant on Symi - the first of its kind 
in the world - was dedicated by the” ‘Archbishop-Spyridon ‘of Rhodes on: Sunday, 
October bi. 


All the costs of this experimental plant have ‘been paid by an individual 
American donor who wishes to be anonymous. Church. World Service, at his 
request, agreed to carry out the project. 


At the dedication ceremony Mr. Sidney D. Gamble, chairman.of.the OWS Board 
of Managers, said that the donor was: providing $100,000 to build two more 
solar energy water distillation plants on‘other Gréek islands. The:Greek 
Minister of Industry, Mr: John coin: then said that his government would 
make available next year. more than $150,000 for Church World Service to 
construct en additional three plants. . 


A survey cf the Greek islands is to Waeen sewed ateein by cws ts. ‘gee. whi oh 
islands most urgently need an augmented water supply. 7 


Work on the. Symi plant began last April. -It-is now. producing more: bien 
5,000° gallons of pure water a day for ‘the 3,000:islandérs. --Church ;World 
Service plans to make these solar stills the first ‘step in pigments oe: 
development programmes in the islands where they are built. 
EPS, Geneva 
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DISCIPLES MOVE TOWARDS 
UNION WITH UNITED CHURCH 


(Detroit) - Delegates to the 115th Assembly of the International Convention 
of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) have authorized the drafting of 
a plan of union with the United Church of Christ. 


The unity commissions of the two churches had voted at their fast joint 
meeting in 1963 to ask their respective plenary bodies for authorization to 
begin a union scheme "whenever it appeared they had reached a consensus 
that made it possible to prepare such a plan". 


A similar resolution will be submitted to the United Church Assembly in 
July, 1965. 


The resolution adopted here declared that "many of the issues of union do 
not become clear and precise until an attempt is made to set down a plan of 
union". It noted, however, that-authorization to draft 2 plan "does not 
commit our churches to.either the acceptance of such a Draw oOx arn ae se vor, 
union. 


These were some other highlights of Assembly sessions which were attended 
by some 6,000 persons? 


- Adption a standing vote of 897 to 665 of a resolution supporting 
universal membership in the United Nations, including the seating of the 
Mainland Chinese delegation. The resolution described universal membership 
as "a desirable goal which provides a basis for building a rule of inter- 
national law and order". 


~ Authorization of the Convention's Board of Directors to request a special 
$200,000 offering to help finance the church!s moral and civil rights 
programme for the next two years. 


- Adoption of a statement of principles on "lhe Nature of the Structure our 
Brotherhood Seeks" which states that Christians shouldbe: "a Single body, 
(members of') one church ministering comprehensively through many organs", 
and thet "where diversity is embodied, unity does not lead to conformity; 
where unity is embodied, diversity does not lead to divisiveness’. 


- A speech by World Council of Churches! leader, Bishop Lesdie Newbigin in 
which he declared that secularization, which has often been interpreted as 
a threat to the Christian churches, can also be recognized as "something 
which follows the preaching of the Gospel. Itis a stage, it is God's 
dealing with men, setting them free from old bondage to make their own 
decision for or against Christ", he declared. EPS, Geneva 


MBOYA BLAMES 
MISSIONARY PAST 


(Nairobi) -' Minister of Justice Tom Mboya has criticized early missionaries 
in Kenya and accused them of spearheading the spread of colonial rule. 


Speaking to a meeting of Roman Catholics at Nyeri, 100 miles from here, 
Mr. Mboya said early missionaries confused religion and their own social 
standards and opposed African custom and traditions even when they did not 
affect religion. i 


He paid tribute to some missionaries, however, "for the great humanitarian 
work they have done in our country". EPS, Geneva 
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DEPO"TATION OF BISHOP DODGE 
CALLED "WARNING" TO CLERGY 


(Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia) - Methodist Bishop Ralph Dodge seid here that 
the government of Southern Rhodesia has never revealed to him any reason 
for his expulsion from that country in July. 


"We feel that we are being condemned without knowing the cause", he wrote 
in an article for publication in Methodist journals.in the :Bnited States. 
"If this procedure continues, all those whe differ in any way, even 
theologically, with the party in power may find themselves expelled or in 
prison." 


He added that B. Southern Rhodesia official rama cea Th parliament that he 
could not adequately explain the reasons". 


The American clergyman, named bishop of Southern Rhodesia in 2956, was” 
served with a deportation order on July 9, giving him two weeks to leave. 
the country. Ancther Methodist missionary, uns Rev. Robert E. Hughes, was 
ordered to leave the country at the same time. . ; 


Bishop Dodge said in the article: "Current indications are that Mr. Robert 
Hughes and I were declared prohibited immigrants because of certain state-— 
ments issued by organizations, to which we both belong, calling for a new 
constitutional conference as a step in solving some of the problems of =~ 
Southern Rhodesia. If this is- true", he continued, "it may well be a 
warning to all clergymen,’ social workers,and public-minded citizens to 
confine their public remarks to meaningless. platitudes and their social 
action to fraternal teas". ote . EPS, Geneva 


UNITED CHURCH WOMEN CO? (DEMN 
EXTREMISTS, CRITICIZE SEVERAL GROUPS 


(Kansas City) =A) resolution deploring extremism and naming several. groups 
as having "doctrines which breed suspicion, division and hatred" was. over- 
whelmingly passed here at the 10th National essed of the United Church 
Women. 


The assembly, attended by 2,500 delegates from all 50 states, listed "white 
citizens! councils, the. ee, Birch Society, the Christian Anti-Communist 
Crusade, the.Christian Freedom Foundation, the Church ibaa of America, 
the Ku Klux Klan, and the Communist Party..." 


At the same time, the resolution said the church women inigiteee a5 etonee 
ing to the-company of Protestant ard Orthodox Christians associated together 
in the National Council of Churches". The NCC has been sharply attacked by 
ultra conservative groups. 


The United Church Women is a general department of the NCC and naa some 
13 million members throughout the country. EPS , ‘Geneva 


NATIONAL MISSIONS "FRONTIER" HELD 
SOCIAL, NOT GEOGRAPHIC, PROBLEM 


(New York) - Methodist national missions programmes in the USA in coming 
years should concentrate on new church construction, ministry to Negroes in 
Northern cities, development of new suburban-inner city relationships, and 
church-oriented college training for the Peet World War II babies now 
entering young adulthood. 


These were the recommendations of "Horizons in Home Missions", a document 
just published by the research and survey staff of the Nabionad Division of 
the Methodist Board of Missions. ae | ee Geneva cS 


| 
> 


pet's 


e. 


POR AC! Fe AIT EEA Snowe Cs Pa oe Ber 1 ape S a x 


No. 38 - 15th October, 1964. y 


MOMBASA CHURCHES STUDY MISSION 
IN RAPID SOCIAL CHANGE 


(Mombasa, Kenya) - Seventy-six delegates of 11 Mombasan churches meeting 
here to blueprint church strategy in the wake of rapidly changing social 
conditions pledged themselves "to the task of nation building and national 


economic development and social progress in the name of the Lord of History..." 


Participants in the week's study course on urban missions, which included 
visits to 140 homes in the area and to an evening shift at a local factory, 

called for new emphasis in church work to meet a number of specific problems 
arising out of new conditions in the city. 


They expressed special concern for youth who leave school and cannot find 
work declaring that the churches should encourage young people not to come 
into towns where they face "unemployment, disillusionment and frustration", 
but to stay on the land and "develop the farms and homesteads of our land to 
a high standard of modern scientific agriculture..." 


The meeting also_called for a study of "what it means to be a servant church 
in an industrial society and what it means to be a Christian disciple in our 
daily work..." One result of the course is expected to be the setting uP ad 
special courses for men and women working in industry. 


A speaker at the concluding session of the course, which was sponsored by 
the Mombasa Council of Christian Congregations, called it "a landmark in the 
life. of the churches in Mombasa", BPS, Geneva 


METHODIST LEADER DENIES PREMIER'S 
CHARGE OF CHURCH "POLITICS" 


(Capetown) - A Methodist official here denied charges by Prime Minister 

Hi. F. Verwoerd that a recent criticism by the denomination's Cape District 

of South Africa's racial and other policies’ was "nothing more than prejudiced 
political attack" on the DEERE (BPS. No. 37) 


The Rev. Derrick Timm, chairman of the Methodist Cape District, said-his 
church will "continue to express its mind and oppose policies we think wrong, 
especially when they directly conflict with the teachings of the Church in 
Pouth Africa". 


Dr. Verwoerd had referred to a Methodist resolution which expressed the 
church's concern about subversive activities in South Africa and maintained 


that these acts were due partly vO the governnent's "restrictive and unjust 
measures", EPS, Geneva 
eV LIN 


THE LUMPA REVOLT 


(London) - Alice Lenshina, "prophetess" of the Lumpa sect, which revolted 
against the government in the Chinsali district of Northern Rhodesia this 
summer, was in many ways a religious genius, states the Rev. Colin Morris 
in an interview in the current Methodist Recorder published here. 


Mr, Morris, who is known as Northern Rhodesia's "fighting parson", led an 
investigating party of missionaries and ministers into the Chinsali district 
at. the height of the revolt. 


He reported that they found many thousands of Lumpa people law-abiding and 
of high moral standards, but said the situation was "so utterly infected by 
evil, in the strictly theologioal sense, that everyone who had anything to 
do with it... felt degraded and tainted". EPS, Geneva 


' glergymen in a variety of home, conditions. 
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NEW EMPHASIS ON SOCIAL SERVICE 
BY BUDDHISTS, MU‘LIMS IN CEYLON 


(Colombo) - A stepped-up programme of social services by Buddhist and Muslim 
groups in Ceylon is reported here by Miss M. B. Crane, of the Colombo City 
Mission, a Christian organization. : 


"At one time", she reports, "there were only one or two voluntary societies 
engaged in what could be termed tpoor relief!, but now there is a growing 
realization that monetary gifts are not the answer to social problems and 
an awakening of the social conscience of other religious organizations". 


One of the most active in this field is the all-Ceylon Women's Buddhist 
Association, started about 15 years ago, which now runs a hostel for 40 
working girls, a number of children's homes, a nursery fer destitute 
children, and a home and hehabilitation Soha for blind women, the first of 
its kind in Ceylon. 


Both Buddhist and Muslim OSTA at ce she said, also are particularly 
interested in youth work and have established several youth clubs and 
training centres in and around the central district of the city. 


Secial service work in Ceylon is characterized by close cooperation between 
all the organizations in the field - regardless of race or religion. The 

Central Council of Social Services is the Co-Ordinating Council, and Hindus, 
Buddhists, Muslims, and Christians, both Protestants and Roman Catholics, 
serve on the Executive Committee. BPS, Geneva.” 


ANGLICANS IN PRETORIA 
MOVE TOWARDS FULL RACIAL INTEGRATION 


(Pretoria) - The Pretoria diocese of the Anglican Church has decided to 
renove all distinctions between its white parishes and African missions .and 
in stipends to its clergy. 


Stipends will be fixed on a basis of living standards and not on grounds of 
colour, due regard being given to the differing levels in costs which face 


The Rt. Rev. EH. G. Knapp-Fisher, Bishop of Pretoria, said the changed 
status of the missions would enable the church in his Ciocese to make the 
fellowship in Christ of all wembers, black and white, more real and apparent 
to one another, to South Africa, and to the world at large. EPS, Geneva 


RUSSIAN CHURCH LEADERS 
VISIT PROTESTANT CHURCHES IN THE DDR 


(Magdeburg) - A delegation of leaders of the Moscow Patriarchate of the 
Russian Orthodox Church have concluded a visit with Hast German church 
leaders designed to strengthen contacts between their churches. Archbishop 
Nikodim, director of the Foreign Affairs Department of the Moscow 
Patriarchate, was leader of the Russian delegation, which included 
Archbishop Cyprian, Exarch of the Moscow Patriarchate for Central Europe, 
and Abbot Alexander, the newly-appointed Russian Orthodox representative in 
the DDR. They met with church leaders including Bishop Johannes Janicke, . 
Magdeburg, Dr. Gottfried Noth, Bishop of the Evangelical-Lutheran 


"Landeskirche" of Saxony, and Dr. Moritz Mitzenheim, Bishop of irate, 
. EPS, Geneva 
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PENDING SPANISH LAW TERMED 
"FIRST STEP" TOWARDS RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


(Aboard M.S. Bornholm while sailing in the Kattegat) - A leader in the 
campaign for Protestant rights in Spain described the pending new law govern~ 
ing the status of non-Catholics in the country as "a first step which will 
make it possible to evolve towards religious liberty". 


Dr. José Cardona Gregori, head of the Spanish Evangelical Defence Commission, 
said that although the contents of the proposed law have not yet been pub- 
lished, "we know it will be consistent with the development of the principles 
of religious toleration". But, he added: "It is not a question of religi- 
ous liberty, but of toleration and of the guarantee of minimum rights." 


Dr. Cardona spoke at a press conference held in connection with the consti- 
tuting meeting of the European Conference of Churches, 


He said he believed the discussions of religious liberty in the Second 
Vatican Council had played a decisive role in the formulation of the pro-' 
posed new law and that "all of the Spanish bishops" attending the Council 
had been "affected by the Council discussions" and had come away feeling 
that their previous positions on the issue had not been "sufficiently broad". 


He said it might be possible that Vatican Council discussions would result 
in a new concordat between the Vatican and the Spanish government, noting 
that the government is bound by terms of the present concordat in all its 
relations with the Protestant minority. 


* DEM bata: 


Barlier Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, had told another press conference that he was convinced the stress 
placed by the ecumenical movement on religious liberty had made an essential 
contribution to "the present very important stage" reached on the subject in 
debates in the Second Vatican Council. 


The WCC leader said he believed the outspoken support of religious liberty” 
by many Council Fathers was due to he ies ecumenical convictions", and not to 
"nolitical considerations", 


He said the debates were particularly important for the situation in Spain 
where a new draft law concerning the status of Protestants is pending. He 
said the Council afforded the Spanish bishops "perhaps for the first time in 
their lives" an opportunity to talk with Protestants (i.e. the observer- 
delegates) and to see that they were "really convinced Christians". 


* * * 


The Madrid Roman Catholic newspaper Ya, in a report from its Rome correspond- 
ent, quoted the Pope as saying to an unidentified Spanish cardinal: "Don!t 
be afraid of religious freedom. I know very well that the circumstances of 
Spain are very special. But let Spaniards be with the Pope: don't be 
afraid of religious freedom." 


In a leading article, Ya echoed the sense of the remarks attributed to the 
Pope. It said: "Freedom of conscience is not a renunciation of doctrine, 
for that remains immovable, Nor is it an opportunistic accommodation to 

contingent. situations or outside infiltration." EPS, Geneva 
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JOINT ECUMENICAL ORGANIZATION ADVOCATED 
BY BANGALORE MBETING 


(Bangalore) ” - Protestant, Orthodox, and Roman Catholic speakers here have - 


“advocated a series of sont itete Aa eagrcl| by their churches as a step towards 


Christian unity. 


Speaking at a three-day ty ately Aad vows programme organized by the 


“Ecumenical Christian Centre they called’ for the establishment of "one Co=* | 


ordinated ecumenical committee" which would set up: a "vigilance committee, 
& joint secretariat, joint worship both liturgical and: non-liturgical 
especially during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, a joint Bible Week, 
Bible study circles, Bible distribution, and joint Christmas carol and agape 
services", . 


Upwards of 700 to 1,000 persons attended the sessions held at the Aah aah 
Town Hall. Theme. of the meeting, the fourth in a series, was "How-can the 
layman help the ecumenical movement?" The first evening discussion dealt 
with the layman's contributions in. the Social, economic, and cultural fields; 
the second with his. contribution in "the Spiritual and apostolic fields"; 

and the third was. a:'question and answer session. Speakers were leading» 
clergy and laymen from all three traditions, | EPS, Geneva 


WOMEN OBSERVERS AT VATICAN SEEN 
STEP FORWARD IN CHURCH'S SELF-UNDERSTANDING 


(Paris) ~ One of the women observers at the Second Vatican Council said here 
that the attendance of women at the Council means not only that the Roman: 
Catholic Church has.. "adapted itself to. social- realities" but that it 'has,: 
come to fuller. self-understanding", 


Miss Rosemary Goldie, of Australia, executive secretary of the Permanent (Com= 
mittee of International Congresses for the Apostolate of the Laity, said in 
an interview with the French journal La Croix: "As long as the word ‘church! 
referred mainly to the hierarchy... it was difficult ao imagine women. taking 
part in the official action of the church. 


"By inviting women-to the. Council. Fone Paul VI advanced the whole church a 

step forward in its understanding. ..Admittedly the church still remains a 

hierarchical Society, with a masculine hierarchy, but .the church is also the 
'people of God! and as such it is a society of both men and womens As this 
reality is understood more and more, it will be possible to open ‘dialogue! . 
between men and women, and develop it within the church, for the good of the 
whole church ... and therefore for the good of all mankind," EPS, Geneva 


RABBI CALLS. FOR. BETTER UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN JEWS, CONSERVATIVE PROTESTANTS 


(Pasadena, Calif.) - Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, national director of the Inter- 
religious Affairs Department of the American Jewish Committee, received a 
Standing ovation here when he called for greater.cooperation and understand~ 
ing between. conservative - Protestants and the Jewish community. 


Speaking before 200 members of the faculty and student body of Fuller Theo- 
logical Seminary, one of the major institutions of conservative Protestantism — 


in the USA, Rabbi Tanenbaum, who had just returned from the Vatican Council 
in Rema dneker: 


—- 
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"For too long, certain elements in this community of Protestantism have per- 
ceived Jews through mythical eyes and Jews in turn have dismissed this 
important element of Provcstantism with the term 'fundamentalists!. 


"During the election in particular, in which very loose charges and counter- 
charges about the role and relationship of conservative Protestants to | 
extremism and anti-Semiticm are being made, it is all the more essential 
that Jews and others come to have a first-hand understanding of what con- 
servative Protestants really stand for and who they are." 


Rabbi Tanenbaum pointed out:that there is as much prejudice against conserva 
tive Protestants as against Jews, Catholics, and Negroes, and said he wel- 
comed the invitation to speak at the seminary as an opportunity to forge and 
establish meaningful friendships between the two faiths. 

EPS, Geneva 


CUBAN BAPTIST 
PASTORS ARRESTED 


(Miami) - Two Baptist pastors in the Eastern Province of Cuba have been 
arrested on the charge of "counter-revolutionary activities, under cover of 
religion", according to a Havana radio broadcast monitored in Miami, the. -- 
Buropean Baptist Press Service reports. 


It said the report indicated they were the Rev. Santiago Entenza Cuellar of 
San Luis and the Rev. Augusto Abella Oliveros of Santiago, both pastors for 
over 20 years. Both men have families. 


Baptist churches in Eastern Cuba are related to mission work of the American 
Baptist Convention, those in Western Cuba to the Southern Baptist Convention 
of the USA. The total number of Baptists in Cuba is approximately 20,000, 


EPS, Geneva 


SWISS CHURCHES WRITE NEW 
CHURCH IN NORTHERN RHODESTA 


(Lausanne) « The missionary agency of the Reformed churches in the French— 
speaking section of Switzerland have sent a congratulatory message to the 
newly-independent Church of Bulozi in Northern Rhodesia, which will itself 
become independent as the new state of Zambia at ceremonies this mon* Ae 


The Church of Bulozi was started as the result at the work of Franbois 
Coillard who went to Northern Rhodesia some 80 years ago under auspices of 
Swiss Protestant mission agenc. 


The message expressed the Swiss’ aerohes! Nj0¥Y »««. that you are being an 
independent, church ... even more directly than before, a church which is 
answerable only to its Lord. Thus you are placing yourself at our side in 
the procession of those who are united in helping one another to praise God 
and serve men with love. The missionaries,.the churches of Switzerland 

and France, and the Paris Mission Society are at your side keeping pace with 
you in service to our common Master." . EPS, Geneva 
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VATICAN COUNCIL VOTES 
ON sig tetra aes SCHEMA 


(Rome) - ‘The Sécond Vatican Council has approved by overwhelning votes 
several sections of the decrée on ecumenism dealing with steps to gett 3 


the: gause*or Christian unity. Thése actions included: 


- Approval ‘of a Béctic on dealing with relations with Christian churchés 

(other than the Orthodox) which describes points of contact between then: . 
such as their confession of Christ and reverence for the Bible as "helpful 
instrunents towards unity". It also says that although these churches and 


* Roman Catholics have different beliefs concerning baptism and the Eucharist 


they provide: ground for discussion. The vote was 2,088 to 43. 


- Approval of common prayer with non-Roman Catholic Christians in the 
interest of. Christian unity in "special circumstances" by a vote of 1872 to 
2926 


- Approval of an article which said that Roman Catholics must undergo a 
conversion of heart "in order that all of us may confess faults which have. 
been committed against unity both in thought and in word and thus may work 
more sincerely toward achieving purity in life". This was seeps ta by a 
vote of 2,076 WO 92s) 


~ Approvel of ent haa which stated ala, Boar Catholics must work with 
other Christians in all fields of public life in order to give. "a common 


witness to the world". This section on practical measures to further unity 


also called for dialogues between Roman Catholics and other Ghristians, on 
an equal footing, to promote mutuel knowledge of He ee respective beliefs. 
This was passed by a vote of 2 3099 to 62. 


~ Approval by a vote of 2094 to 16 of the first chapter of the schema which 
states that the restoration of unity suong all Christians is one of the 


chief aims of the Council. * e % 


On Tuesday Pope Paul answered an appeal by a group of "progressive" Cardinals 
who were concerned about the efforts of 2 conservative group to "water down" 


two documents before the Council - namely those fess t he. with religious 
Liberty ant wwii the ewe. 


The Pope, it has been widely reported, assured them that the statement 
on the Jews would not be substantially shortenad, but that it would be 
appended to the schema on the church. (Webiden circles note the probable 
intention here is to make the "religious character" of the statement ‘quite 
clear, so that it can not in any sense be interpreted as a "political" 


-declaration.) | ) 3 be waren ae ae 


Secondly the Pope was reported to have told the cardinals that the re- -writing 

of the declaration on religious liberty would ‘not be entrusted to a 

commission whose membership includes three "ultra-conservative" prelates. 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


An art studio to produce work for Christian head oktae has been opened at 
the African Literature Centre, Mindolo Bcumenical Foundation, Kitwe, 
Northern Rhodesia. 


* rate * 
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The first two volumes of a new translation of the Bible ~ the work of dis- 
tinguished Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish scholars and reflecting 
archaeological and linguistic discoveries of the last 50 years - have been 
‘published in New York. Called the Anchor Bible and published by Doubleday 
& Co.,.the initial volumes will be issued in conjunction with the start of 
National Bible Week (October 19-25). 


* he 


Interior Minister Muhammad Nazzal al-Armouti of Jordan has banned all open- 

air missionary activities in that predominantly Muslim country. His decree 
stressed that full freedom of worship existed for non-Muslims inside churches 
and other houses of prayer, but that no outside preaching would be permitted. 


* ere elvia® 


The German-speaking Protestant church in Madrid has celebrated its centenary. 
The first service in German was held in Madrid in October, 1864. Today the 
church has about 2,200 members, including German-speaking Protestants from 
the Netherlands, Austria, and Switzerland. In addition to the church in 
Madrid, there are also German-language churches in Barcelona, Valencia, and 
Bilbao. 

Re Beh OTK 


Dr. Leslie Brown, the Anglican Archbishop of Uganda, Rwanda and Urundi, has 
accepted a Vatican invitation to attend the ceremony of canonization of a 
group of African Roman Catholic martyrs, to take place in Rome on October 18. 
The martyrs include a group of 22 Roman Catholics put to death in the later 
years of the last century by a local pagan king. The interest for Anglicans 
is that among the other Hast African Christians who suffered death at the 
time were 10 members of the Anglican Church. 


* Zar Newise ga) 


The United Bible Societies, London, reports there are 300 full-time colporteurs 


related to the Society working in all parts of the world, many of them 
"engaged in direct evangelism in addition to their distribution work". 
Several tens of thousands of volunteers also are doing this work. A 
Societies! report tells the story of one colporteur who sold a Bible to a 
farmer in Brazil. A year later he returned and found the farmer had or- 
ganized a congregation of 120 persons. 


cat GN Mek ye das 


The Roman Catholic Mass will be said in the vernacular starting soon in two 
Asian countries. In Bangkok church authorities have announced the Thai 
language will be used for all parts of the Mass which the priest normally 
says aloud and that this change will be "gradually introduced". In Taipei 
Chinese will be used in several portions of the Mass after January l, 1965. 


ay yt poy Sear 


High school students in Harlem, New York, will get help in preparation for 
college in a new Lutheran Church in America programme. Called HARCAP 
(Harlem College Assistance Project) it will pair 30 high school students 
with as many students from two Lutheran colleges for individual guidance as 
they prepare for their college entrance examinations. 
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The crowning event at the: “1965 North-Buropéan "Katholikentag" (Catholic 
Church Day), to be héld in‘June, in Hamburg, will be an ecumenical service;. 
at which the speakers will’ be Augustin Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican: 
Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity, and Dr. Hans-Heinrich Harms, 
senicr minister of St. Michael's Church, Hamburg. It will be the first. time 
that a major speaker from another Ghai ate church will share. the platform . 
with a Roman Catholic leader at an official ceremony organized by the Roman 
Catholic Church in Hamburg, 

Rak a a 


The current issue of Information Service, the bi- nota tal Subld’baledok ve Ki 
Bureau of Research and Survey of the National Coincil. of Churches (USA) deals 
with radical "right-wing" groups in the United. States. This special issue 
contains digests, reviews, and bibliographical notes of significant materials 
on the "right- -wing" designed to help church administrators, local pastors, . 
teachers, and’ the’ general alone interpret and Maken heetoyens this Gio meninenene in 
American life. : | | 


oe MR ae 


The Norwegian branch of the Santal Mission will soon start a medical mission 
in the State of Bhutan. The government of Bhutan has granted permission for 
the mission to conduct a clinic for people suffering from leprosy. This 
opéns the way for Protestant work in the country where until now only the. 
Roman Catholic Church has been permitted to work. : Catholics missionaries 


‘operate a vocational training centre bibs 


Xe en x ; 


The European Baptist Press Service reports that Baptists at Achu-oku, in the 
Kam grasslands district of Cameroun, write that after long delays they 
received verbal permission to build a church. After its erection they were 
told they needed written permission from another source. They were then 
forced to tear ‘down their church, and a Roman’ Catholic church is being i” 
erected on the site. | Dade tc Lat SOU RA ata 9 ee kt | sates 


¥ * 
Marion B, “Folsom, former secretary of the US Department of ealth, Education © 
and Welfare, has been named honorary tréasurer of the "Fifty. Million Fund" 4 
for Capital Needs of the United Presbyterian Church in ‘the USA. The current | 
campaign is the first phase of a continuing effort to raise funds for build- 


ing, repairing, renovating, ISHYEEetae s yead ia eee some 1,000 projects in 
various parts. of the world. 


The Church of “England has just published a: 32-page booklet entitled "Sex 
Education in the Schools", - The product of.two years! work, the booklet 
says that while nothing should be done to weaken the responsibility of 


parents for the sex education of their children, the schools also Bee 
accept. ‘Some: SAR Ee teat ett in this Sphere. 


: 


ee 2 
The first’ Baptist church in north-eastern Spain has been organized in 
Basauri, a fast-growing: suburb’ of Bilbao. There were 26 charter members. 

EPS, Geneva 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


BUROPEAN CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES 
IS FORMALLY CONSTITUTED 


(Aboard M.S. Bornholm while sailing in the Kattegatt) -— The oe es teat conr are 
ence of Churches has been formally constituted here. 


The new regional body came into being with the adoption of a draft constitu- 
tion, without dissenting vote, by church delegates from 21 European countries. 
The action brought into being the first pan-continental church organization 
to which the churches send official delegates ever formed in Europe. Present 
at the five-day meeting which concluded October 9 were some 250 delegates, 
observers, advisers, and others from nearly every Protestant, Anglican, 
Orthodox, and Old Catholic church of both East and West Europe. 


The constituting assembly was held on board ship in order to permit the parti- 
Cipation of delegates from East German churches. This delegation had been 
refused permission by the Danish government to enter the country without 
Western allied travel documents for which the East German government would 

not allow them to apply. 


The adoption of the constitution climaxed a growing recognition by churches © 
that their work together must now be "fixed in constitutional form" if they 
are successfully to tackle numerous new problems now looming. 


Previously the structure of the conference, which held its first meeting in 
1957, had been kept intentionally loose and informal. 


The constitution describes the aim of the conference as "cooperation, by means 
of regular meetings, to discuss questions concerning the churches in Europe 
and to assist each other in that service which is laid upon: the ieee pr 
the contemporary Kuropean situation", 


It says that it is "autonomous", but "closely related to the World Couneil of 
Churches in the common effort to promote Christian unity and- service", 


The basis, as defined in its first article, is essentially the same as that 
of the World-Council of Churches, It declares that the conference is "an 
ecumenical fellowship of churches in Europe which confess the Lord Jesus 
Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures and therefore seek to 
foiri: together their common calling to the glory of the one God, Bepneds Son, 
and Holy Ghost", 


To head the new organization conference delegates elected a seven-member 
presidium and an 18-member advisory committee. 


The elections followed a stormy debate over the slate as submitted by the 
conference nominations committee chaired by Dr. Hans Harms, of Hamburg. 


-Speaker after speaker protested the slate on the grounds that it included no 
laymen, no younger ese and no women. 


A major point of debate was whether or not. only official delegates named by 
their churches to the conference were eligible to hold office. The consti- 
tution fails to specify this point. 


Dr. Harms said that in the absence of any clear direction from the conference 
the committee had assumed only official delegates were eligible. He defended 
the action on the grounds that in adopting the constitution delegates had 
voted down a proposed amendment which would have opened conference membership 
to representatives of the various movements in Europe which have developed 
outside formal church structures. 


‘Justin, Runanien Orthodox Church; Archbishop Kiivit, Evangelical Lutheran _ 


‘Evangelical: Church; Professor Coman, RaHeee oe Orthodox Church; Bishop. Danell 


peter European Fda and 14 from the West. 
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In an action in the final few minutes before adjournment of the morning 
session on the final day the conference voted that only official delegates ~ 
of the churches would be eligible for election to the presidium and advisory 
committee. However, several speakers emphasized that the churches must be 
urged. to appoint more representative delegations to the next assembly sched- 
uled in 1966. 


It was also noted that a that dative one~third of the 18-member advisory 
committee willbe retired (this group will be chosen by lot) and that if the 
churches. have named. youth, laymen, and women as members of their delegations 
it would be possible to select replacements from among them for ‘the AoY ES OR y 
committee. 


Most of the Speakers opposing the ae had cet manag that it was too 
"“olerical': ‘One speaker described it as being a "kind of ecclesiastical © 


Syndicate". Another reported that among the younger generation the ones 


ence is viewed with "anxiety and distrust" and that the lack of youth in whe 
conference's ruling bodies would further contribute to this. 


The debate was. noteworthy in the fact that it was not only the "younger" ” 
delegates who pleaded for wider representation. Professor Henri d'Espine, 
a former president of the Swiss Federation of Churches, among others, urged 
"a more liberal interpretation of the constitution ... and more varied | a 
resentation from the churches" particularly with regard to youth. 


Several speakers also urged that churches other than those which are enbee : 
of the World Council of Churches be represented. Several churches which are 
not WCC members had official delegates at the conference. 


The seven presidents were elected by 69 affirmative votes. There was one | 
negative vote and 8 abstentions. They are: Archbishop Alexy of the Russian | 
Orthodox Church; Dr. Egbert Emmen, general secretary of the Netherlands 
Reformed Church; Bishop Leslie Hunter, Church of England; Metropolitan 


Church: of Estonia; Bishop Hanns Lilje.of Hannover of the ‘Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Germany; and Methodist Bishop Ferdinand Sigé, Zurich, 


In the advisory committee election there were 56 affirmative votes, 1 negative 
and 21 abstentions. The committee members are: The Rev. Irwin: Barnes, 
Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland; Pastor Humberto rae Spanish 


Church of Sweden brite tans Bishop Hdéirup, Danish Lutheran Church; + Drs 
Martin Nieméller of the Evangelical Church of Hesse- -Nassau, Germany; Bishop 
Noth, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sachsens, DDR; Professor Ottlyk, a 
uth erat Church of Hungary; Professor Parijskij, eee Orthodox Church; ~ 
Pastor Pierre Regard, Missionary Christian Church of Belgium; Dozent ct} 
Sabolotsky, Russian Orthodox Church; the Rev. Kenneth Slack, Presbyterian 
Church of England; Professor Soucek, Evangelical Church of Bohemian Brethren, 
Czechoslovakia; Bishop Emilianos Timiadis, Ecumenical Patriarchate, Geneva; 
Bishop Emerich Varga, Reformed Church in Czechoslovakia; Bishop Wantula, 
Lutheran Church in Poland; Prd#ses Wilm, Evangelical Church of Abe Bb ry SY 
Germany; Dr, Wischmann, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hannovers 


The nominating committee in presenting the slate emphasized its edie con- 
cern for balanced confessional and geographical representation, Of the 25 
persons named eight are Lutheran, six Orthodox, five. Reformed, three United, 
one Methodist, one Baptist, and one Anglican. Geographically ll come ies 
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Tn. other actions of the final session conference hs gg honea took these steps 
+0 establish its existence more. firmly: 


- Named as conference secretary Dr, Glen Garfield Williana, ayinetary Tae 
Europe of the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service of the 
World Council of Churches. Dr. Williams also will continue in his World 
Council post. The conference will make a contribution to the World,Council 
to. help underwrite the expenses of the secretariat. 


- Approved "in principle" the establishment of a a ene study centre for. 
the conference and authorized appointment of a special committee "to examine 
the practicability" of this proposal. The conference has been offered. as a 
gift, or for. a token payment, the "Schloss Muhlegg", near Graz, Austria. 

The conference has favourably viewed Austria as the site for such a centre 
because its political neutrality would make it possi ible for a from 
all parts of Europe to neet there. 


- Voted to hold the next assembly, to be known as ives v', in 1966 Hey 
expressed: the hope that it will be possible to hold a- Wen Lei RenrebontaLteen 
assembly" at Nyborgstrand, Denmark, the site of the first three conference 
meetings. . The theme of the 1966 meeting will be the service of the churches 
in the problems. of pluralism of the social and political structures in Burope » 


~ Approved an annual operating budget of Sw. frs. 80,000 (about $20, 000). 

The figure is approximately two and a half times the size of contributions 
made annually in the past two years by participating churches, It was 
announced that a gift of: 10,000 Danish kroner had been made. to cover PRP ene Ee 
of this conference by the Danish en anaad of Religious ALLaALLS : 


_ “Received reports from working groups dealing with the problems of Living 
Together as Continents and as Generations, the conference theme. These will 
be forwarded as the basis of study to the appropriate conference working 
groups. 


One of the conference speakers was Mrs. Bodil Koch, Danish Minister of 
Religious Affairs, who formally welcomed the delegates to Denmark and 
brought greetings from the Danish King and Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

She expressed gratitude that the conference had decided to continue to main- 
tain its close contact with Denmark established in previous meetings, and 
lauded the work of the conference in’ helping break down the political and 
geographical barriers which separate Christians. 


She said that it was her hope that the constituting meeting would be "the 
germ which would bear fruit". In an allusion to the fact that the meeting 
was being held on board ship she commented: "We are navigators on the ways 
of the open seas which connect all the countries", 


Mrs. Koch referred to a recent visit she hed made in Nigeria where she had 
come across a Nigerian man walking along a country road and carrying a well- 


worn copy of the Bible. When she asked him if he was an evangelist, he 
replied in the negative: "I am", he declared, "a Christian walking under 
oath." This is what all Christians must be, she suggested. 

* *% * 


Dre Leslie HE. Cooke, associate general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, Geneva, commenting on the existence of the conference, noted that 
it represented a milestone in Huropean church relations. 
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"Europe after the war was a continent with hundreds of thousands of refugees 
languishing in camps - a continent of broken churches and shattered nations, 
a continent in which the churches were devoid of leadership because the 
training of their theological students had been interrupted by the war - a 
continent in which thousands of pastors were sick and undernourished", he 
declared. 


"The post-war years have seen an enormous concentration of efforts by churches 
around the world to rehabilitate the church life of Europe." He noted 
especially the mammoth efforts to rehabilitate refugees, and to set up health 
and scholarship programmes. 


In this conference, he said, "we see the representatives of Eastern European 
churches among us and tend to take their presence for granted, It is not 
easy to remember that only a few years ago it was almost impossible for 
churches of the East and West to make contact. Between 1948 and 1958 the 
ties of fellowship between the churches of East and West were simply a thin 
red line ... in the form of parcels of medicines sent (through the World 
Council) into the East for the sick, 


"Now with the representatives of the East taking part so fully and completely 


in this meeting, the conference must be viewed as a miracle in the providence 
of God!" 


Tose he * 


The conference concluded late Friday afternoon (October 9) when the boat put 
into Malmé harbour and the members of the delegation from Hast Germany left 
the ship. It then sailed to Copenhagen where the remainder of the partici- 
pants disembarked, EPS, Geneva 
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ORTHODOX THEOLOGIANS MOVE 
TO END 1,500 YEAR MISUNDERSTANDING 


(Geneva) - A move towards the unity of those Eastern Orthodox churches 
which have been split for fifteen centuries over the definition of 
Christology is indicated in a statement just published here. 


The statement, was prepared by 15 leaders of these churches, including 
several bishops at a small unofficial consultation held in August in 
Aarhus, Denmark, signed by them in their personal capacities, rather 
than as representatives of their churches, it declared: 


"On the essence of the Christological dogma we found ourselves in full 
agreement. Through the different terminologies used by each side, we 
Saw the same truth expressed...». Both sides found themselves funda- 
mentally following the Christological teaching of the one undivided 
Church as expressed by St. Cyril." 


The split between the two groups - those acknowledging the first seven 
Ecumenical Councils (dyophysites) and those which accept only three 
(often called monophysites) ~ etems from the Council of Cyalcedon held 
tne otheryear 25 blade 


The monophysite doctrine declares that the nature of Christ is single, 
one which is formed by the union of divine and human natures. The 
dyophysite terminology emphasizes the continuing dual nature of Christ. 
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In their statement the theologians said that "we have spoken to each other 
in the openness of charity and with the conviction of truth. All of us 
have learned from each other. Our inherited misunderstandings have begun 
to clear up. We recognize in each other the one orthodox faith of the 
Church. Fifteen centuries of alienation have not led us astray from the 
faith of our Fathers." 


The statement said the Council of Chalcedon must be seen in relation to, 
both earlier and later councils and that all councils must be understood 
as "stages in an integral development and. no council or document should be 
studied: ini deotation!. Lt added: 


"The significant role of political, sociological-and cultural factors in 
creating tension between factions in the past should be recognized and 
studied together. They should not, however, continue to divide us.-----.-> 


"We see the need to move forward together. The issue at stake is of crucial 
importance to all.churches in Hast’ and West ae pute for the prone of the 
whole Church of. Jesus: Christ... 


Participants iin the 3-day’ meetihg* belonged to the following churches; the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, the Coptic Orthodox Church of 
Egypt, the Russian Orthodox Church, the Syrian Orthodox Church, the Orthodox 
Church of Greece, the Ethiopian. Orthodox Church, the Armenian Orthodox 
Church,’ the Russian Cr thodox Greek Catholic Church of North America, the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, and the Syrian Orthodox Church in 
India. 


(Minutes and papers of the meeting will be published by the Greek Orthodox 
Theological Review, Brooklyn, Mass., USA ,in December. French and German 
editions will be issued later.) EPS, Geneva 


INDUCTION OF AFRICAN BISHOP 
SEEN INFLUENCING. RACIAL JUSTICE 


(Capetown) -~ The Rev. C. R. Beyers Naude, aivadton of ehie: Chere ueens Institute 
of South. Africa, in a statement on the eve of the induction of the first. 
African . ever to head the Methodist Church of this. country, hailed the event 
as one that will. have "a decisive influence on racial justice" here. 


Mr. Naude was referring ee the format installation of. the Rev. Seth M. 
Mokitimi at Queenstown, Cape Province. One of. the nation's best known and 
respected African clergymen, he was named to head the l, 364, 000- member, 
Methodist body; pt ipa oles annual conference Last October. 


"His induction",. declared Mr. Naude,. a former moderator afi the Southern | 
Transvaal Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church, in the communiqué 

"will be an event of great significance because yee tne person involved and 
the principle. at stake. 


"The: reaction of “all Methodists, ition and eenlanenes to se appoinimeny 
(of Mr. Mokitimi) will have a strong and possibly decisive influence on. 
racial justice in South Africa. It will test the conscience. and theme 
of avery. Methodist. in South Africa and force every member to face squarely 
the.issue of where his deepest.loyalty lies: with Christ's command for 
justice, brotherly love and human dignity, or with his own traditional 
social, racial,or political outlook or personal interests." EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
WILL MEET IN NIGERIA 


(Enugu, Nigeria) - Some of the world's most distinguished churchmen will 
meet in this capital city of the Hastern Province of Nigeria, January 

12-21, for the annual sessions of the Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches. 


The policy-making Committee represents the WOC's 209 member churches of the 
Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and Old Catholic traditions in more than 
80 nations. The WCC has 32 member churches in Africa. 


It will be the Committee's first meeting in Africa. Sessions will be held 
at the Hotel Presidential. 


The 100-member body is expected to take action on statements concerning 

race relations; international affairs, with specific reference to nuclear 
weapons testing and disarmament; religious liberty; relations with the Roman 
Catholic Church, especially the form that practical cooperation might take; 
and a number of other topics. 


It also will take action on the nomination of the Rev. Patrick Rodger as the 
WCC's general secretary succeeding Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, who has held 
the top executive post since the Council's formation in 1948. Dr. Visser 

'+ Hooft has been asked to remain in his position until 1966. 


Mr. Rodger, 43, a minister of the Episcopal Church in Scotland, is now 
executive secretary of the WCG's Faith and Order Department. He was 
nominated as general secretary by the WCC's 1ld-member Executive Committee 
at its meeting in August, 1964 at Tutzing, West Germany. 


The Committee also will receive reports from its various divisions and 
committees and one from a special committee making a study of the World 
Council's structure and organization. It will consider the dates and 
location of the WCC'!s Fourth Assembly, tentatively scheduled in 1968. 
Previous Assemblies were held in the Netherlands, the USA, and India. 


Committee discussion will be based on the theme "The call to conversion and 
service and its meaning for the churches! participation in God's work". 

The subject will be introduced by two papers - one of them to be presented 
by Mr. Samuel H. Amissah, general secretary of the All-Africa Conference of 
Churches which has its headquarters at Kitwe, Zambia (Northern Rhodesia). 


Another speaker at an early session of the committee will be the Rev. Jean 
Kotto, general secretary of the Evangelical Church of the Cameroun. 


A highlight of the ten-day meeting will be an ecumenical worship servioe 
to be held Sunday, January 17, in the municipal stadium of Enugu. The 
preacher for this service will be the distinguished Asian’ theologian, 
Dr. D. T. Niles, of Ceylon, general secretary of the East Asia Christian 
Conference. 


The Central Committee will begin its work on service followed by a plenary 
session at which Sir Francis Ibiam, governor of the Hastern Province, and 

one of the WCC's six presidents will welcome the members. While in Enugu 

the Committee also will be entertained at a reception given by Sir Francis 
at the State House. 


The opening session will feature reports by Committee chairman, Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, New York, president of the Lytheran Church in America, and 
Dr. We A. Visser 't Hooft, Geneva, general secretary. 
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The six presidents of the World Council are voting members of the Committee. 
In addition to Sir Francis they ere: Archbishop Iakovos, New York, head of 
the Greek Orthodox Church of North and South America; Dr. Davic Moses, 
principal of Hislop College, Nagpur, India, of the United Church of Northerr 
- India and Pakistan and chairman of the Bast Asia Christian Conference; 

Dr. Martin Niemoller, the noted German church leader; Mr. Charles 0. Parlin, 
New York, a Methodist layman, who is a senior partner of the world's largest 
law firm Shearman and Sterling; and the Archbishop of Canterbury. 


The Central Committee sessions will be preceded by a number of smallsr 
meetings of the committees of the Council's departments and divisions. 
These begin December 27 and will involve groups of from 15 to 75 persons. | 
One of the most important of these will be a consultation on "The Christian  ¥ 
Response to the African Revolution" to be held January 4-9. It will be 
sponsored by the All Africa Conference of Churches in cooperation with the 
WCGC's Division of Inter-Church' Aid, ‘Refugee and World Service, the 
Department on Church and society, and its C.mmission of the Churches C2 
International Affairs. 


More, than 60 theologians, church executives and lay leaders from all parts 
of Africa will take part. ,Addresses will be peer. by experts in several 
fields and will be followed by intensive group work on key issues rela“ing 
to the refug-e situation in Africa, as well as to social responsibility, 
Christian service, and international affairs. \ . 


In all some 300 persons are expected to participate in ths score of meetings 
during the three-week period. About 250 aré expected for the Central 
Committee. C servers will be present from such bodies as the World YMCA 

and YWCA, world confessional Ohare and World Student Christian 

AMR dedicat EPS, Geneva 


INTER-DENOMINATIONAL CHURCH - 
PLANNED FOR BRITISH UNIVERSITY 


(London) - A church vith facilities for. Anglican, Free Church, and Roman 
Catholic congregations. will be dedicated next June at Keele University in 
Staffordshire. Bikes! 


Ay pimilear; "unity, church” Yor) tne three bodies is also planned for London 
Airport at a later date. 


The Keele University church will have three chapels grouped around a central § 
altar. Work is already well advanced on the building, which will cost about 
$235,000. Each church will poner hha toward a university appeal fund which © 
will finance the project... -: ; EPS, Geneva 


DR- KING WILL ASSIGN PRIZE 
FUNDS TO RIGHTS MOVEMENT 


(Atlanta) - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., speaking. to newsmen here after being 
named winner of the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize, said he would use "every penny" 
of the funds to foster the civil rights movement in America. 


The noted Baptist minister and integration leader spoke from a bed at St. 
Joseph's Catholic Hospital which he had entered for a rest and general 
check-up. | 


He said the award was not merely "an honour to me personally, but a tribute 
the discipline, wise restraint and majestic courage of the millions of gall 
Negroes and white persons of good will who have followed a non-violent coursé 
in seeking to establish a reign of justice and a rule of love across this 
nation". ‘ | Pate eee ers aati: 
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PILOT PROJECT TO COMBAT ILLITERACY 
UNDERTAKEN IN NORTHEAST BRAZIL 


(Nashville, Tenn.) - A concerted attack on the high illiteracy rate (80 per 
cent in some areas) in Brazil's troubled northeast may be undertaken soon, 
through the combined efforts of Brazilian and United States governments and 
Brazilian and US churches. 


Presbyterian US participation in the pilot project for this programme was 
voted unanimously at the October 5-7 meeting of the denomination's Board of 
World Missions here. 


As projected, the total project would, within five years (1965-69), set up a 
network of primary schools and basic adult education classes throughout the 
region's nine states, train teachers and supply administration, devise 
curricula, build or improve school buildings and convert other buildings 
into classrooms, provide some social services (medical and dental care, 
school lunches), make available scholarships for teacher training and 
courses to develop trade skills, and carry out a promotional campaign aimed 
at interesting adults in education and young people in entering the teaching 
profession, 


Presbyterian US missionaries, who with Brazilian Presbyterians conceived the 
plan, will participate in its administration. The Board's action approved 
their participation in the pilot project and provided $15,000 for its under- 
writing. Other agencies included in the preliminary planning include the 
United States Agency for International Development, the Brazilian Ministry 

of Education and Brazil's SUDENE (charged with economic development of the 
northeast), the Evangelical Confederation of Brazil, the National Council of 
Churches (USA), and other church and private schools and groups. Adminis- 
tration will be under the direction of the Agnes Erskine School (Presbyterian- 
related), Recife, Brazil. 


All of these groups have been involved in literacy or educational efforts in 
Brazil's northeast on a smaller scale, but their piecemeal efforts, so far, 
have been unable to make a wide impace on the area. Figures compiled by 
the Alliance for Progress reflect this: out of 4,774,000 children of school 
age in the region only 1,521,000 are now in schools; there are at least 8 
Million adult illiterates in the area, out of a total population of 25 
million. 


The $7 million project, as proposed, would be financed jointly by these 


agencies, Presbyterian US participation would involve the Board's $15,000 
grant for the pilot project and the services of seven of the denomination's 
missionaries for administrative work. EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH CHURCHES FORM 
HOUSING TRUST 


(London) - Organization of the British Churches Housing Trust has been 
announced here. Aim of the organization is to stimulate the formation of 
new Housing Associations through local councils of churches and individual 
religious organizations in order to meet the most acute needs in local areas, 


Its founder members are drawn from the Anglican and Free Churches, the 
Society of Friends, the Roman Catholic Church, and the Jewish community. 
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Formation of the Trust was preceded by a three-year study of housing and the 
problems of the homeless in London made by the London Churches Group, a 
Standing committee of the London Council of Social Services. Impressed 
with the magnitude of the problem, the committee asked the British Council 
of Churches to take the initiative in helping establish the Trust. 


A communiqué described the new body as "a concrete illustration of Christian 
cooperation and religious action for practical service to the community". 

It said that because of the continually increasing population and the ex- 
tended expectation of life, the provision of suitable accommodation by con- 
ventional sources cannot keep pace with the demand. -EPS, Geneva 


NEW EMPHASIS REPORTED | 
IN CHURCH YOUTH WORK 


(Woudschoten, Zeist, Netherlands) - A new emphasis in church youth work in 
Kurope which FOES US reaching individual young people or youth groups not 
related to the church, "orienting them in the Christian faith and sending 

them back into the world", was reported here. 


This new approach, in contrast to the usual stress on attaching youth to 
formal church organizations, was underlined in discussions here of the annual 
"Autumn Consultation" of the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches 


In France, it was reported, the churches are increasingly seeking to make 
‘contacts with "natural" youth groups, such as sports or social clubs, and are 
working with the members in this context, 


In England, the Church of England is cooperating with the British government 
in a programme in which Christian adults have been set free from the confines 
of an organized church programme and are seeking to make contacts with 
"unrelated" young people. 


In both countries the concern is to put young people in touch with committed 
Christian adults and to give them "a sense of mission". 


Underlying theme of the week-long consultation, which brought together church 
youth work specialists from 14 European | COMN EPL eB, was the task of the Church 
in the newly-complex society of Hurope. 


The Rev. Albert van den Heuvel, Youth Department executive secretary, in an | 
opening speech forecast that Pant tenant is entering a new period which will 
be characterized by the coming together of "people who care about mission" 
as compared with the contemporary "churchly organization". He said this is 
seen in the trend towards cooperative youth and adult work and in the re- 
discovery that "the world is the stage where God's work is done". 

BPS, Geneva 


q 
| 
: 


PAN-ORTHODOX MEETING 
NOV. 1-15 IN RHODES 


(Athens) ~ The. Third Pan-Orthodox Conference, convened by the Ecumenical 
Patriarch, will be held November l- 15, on the Island of Rhodes. Repres- 
‘ entatives of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and of Bt the Hastern Orthodox 
churches are expected to attend, 
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A major agenda item will be discussion of ways of effecting dialogue with 
the Roman Catholic Church on "an equal footing", as approved by the last 
such conference held in 1963. 


The Church of Greece (Orthodox) had refused to send delegates to the 1963 
meeting, but has announced it will send eight persons to this one. Accord- 
ing to widespread press reports the eight represent varying points of view 
concerning dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church. 


Also scheduled for discussion is the agenda for a future Pre-Synod meeting. 
This will include faith and dogma, worship, administration and ecclesiastical 
orders, Orthodox relations with ancient Oriental churches and other Christian 
churches, Orthodoxy throughout the world, general theological subjects, and 
Orthodox laity and youth. EPS, Geneva 


CONFESSIONAL BODIES TO 
CLARIFY THEIR POLICIES 


(Geneva) - Representatives of world confessional bodies meeting here have 
agreed to submit a list of ten questions to their organizations in order to 
get a clearer picture of their programmes and work, especially in newly 
developing countries. 


The 24 confessional leaders took this decision following a discussion of 
questions concerning the work of confessional bodies raised in a statement 
issued by the Second Assembly of the East Asia Christian Conference. The 
data gathered will be reported back to the next regular meeting of the con- 
fessional body representatives scheduled in one yeare 


Present here were representatives of the Baptist World Alliance, the Inter- 
national Congregational Council, the Lutheran World Federation, the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, the World Methodist Council, the Advisory 


Council on Mission Strategy and the Consultative Body of the Lambeth 
Conference (Anglican), the Friends World Committee for Consultation, the 


Old Catholic Church, and the Salvation Army, EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL CUSHING WILL NOT OPPOSE 
BIRTH CONTROL LAW AMENDMENTS 


(Boston) - Richard Cardinal Cushing of Boston has told a prominent Roman 
Catholic physician here that with regard to a referendum to amend Massachu- 
setts! birth control law, he would "in no way ... feel it my duty to oppose 
amendments to the law". 


The Cardinal was quoted in an article written by Dr. Joseph L. Dorsey appear- 
ing in the New England Jou~1al of Medicine. 


Dr. Dorsey's article described the state's anti-birth control law as "an 
albatross around the neck of Catholics whenever religious liberty if brought 
up". He urged appeal or amendment of the statute which includes bans 
against sale, distribution, or advertisement of contraceptives. 


A foreword to the article written by Msgr. Francis J. Lally, editor of The 
Pilot, the Boston archdiocesan weekly, described it as "a balanced and 

thoughtful review of a topic which has a history of complexity and bitter- 
ness", | EPS, Geneva 
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ASIAN CHURCHES MUST DETERMINE 
OWN MISSIONARIESt ARRANGEMENT? 


(Jaffna, Ceylon) - As an increasing number of Asian countries send out their 
own missionaries it becomes imperative that the conditions of their work, 
Salary, terms of service, and similiar factors be determined by agreement. 
between the "sending" and "receiving" churches, 


Even though Western mission boards may be providing financial support for 
‘their work it-is "basic to the integrity of the whole Asian missionary enter- 
prise" that the arrangements be. made between the churches directly involved, 
discussion here’ of the staff of the East ‘Asie Christian Conference 

pit eet a 


A report presented to the meeting said there are still a number of cases: in 
which Asian missionaries ure shifted from one country to another, purely 

as a result of ict opi between representatives of missions boards in 
those countries and in a way which does not involve the real commitment or 
even the decision of the church in either country. Such transfers, the 

report said; “are. damaging to’ the whole concept of the mip yr eerste enterprise 
Broke the Asian churches", | bans 


The HACC leaders agreed to request the Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism of the World Council of Churches to draw the attention of its 
member councils and boards to this problem. 


These were. ‘some highlights of other reports presented to the three-day 
meeting which was chaired by BACC general secretary DES De be | Does 


~ There has been a considerable increase in the SONEPPOATIONE: of Asian 
churches. to inter-church aid projects of various kinds, the Rev. Alan Brash, | 
EBACOcinter- -church aid secretary reported. He said ten Asian countries have 
now made some contribution to the World Council of Churches! appeal for | 
Hast Pakistan refugees.in India and to various other WCC appeals. The | 
National Christian Council of India has selected six projects. and set | 
target ope. $1,000 for each from itsmember churches, At least two of thas Ae 
already been underwritten, 


-~ U. Kyaw Than, BACC associate generol secretary, reported discussions with 
United Church of Christ officials in Thailand concerning aid to Burmese 
refugees there, He said that a "considerable plan" had been arranged +0: shelp | 
them and that it is hoped that sufficient funds. to underwrite it can be 
raised by .the United Church and other churches and missions there, et the 
present no wider appeal will be made, : 


~ The HACC will encourage Asian ones Ny develop a united Pune! trio 
_ regular contributions, which could. be used in times of perticular BASE or 
- emergencies, © 


~ Between five and six hundred Reser gy from ‘all over Asia are expected 
pO, take part in the first Asian Christian Youth assembly to be held in: - 
Silliman University, Manila, later this year. "b 


_ Plans are underway for. an Asian ‘Faith and Order GonPoxenes pobre invent 
Slated for 1966,in Hong Kong. A major agenda topic will be discussion of 
what confessing the faith means in Asia; what forms it actually takes and 
what relationship theso forms have to ‘those which come from churches <in’ the 
“West through missions, , 2 . BPS, Geneva, 
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DR. CULLMANN LAUDS LITURGY TEXT: 
CRITICAL OF OTHER SCHEMA 


(Rome) ~ The constitution on the liturgy adopted by the Second Vatican 
Council is "the most encouraging" of all Council documents because it is 
elearly inspired by the New Testament, the distinguished Protestant 
theologian Professor Oscar Cullmann, of Basle, told a press conference here. 


Professor Cullmann, who is a New Testament expert and a special guest at 
the Council of the Vatican Secretariat for Unity, said that the whole 
presentation of the liturgy constitution is clearly drawn directly from the 
Bible, even where it does not expressly refer to the Scriptures, and also 
gives a more important place to the Bible in Roman Catholic worship. 


However, Professor Cullmamwas not so happy about other Vatican Jocuments 
which, he said, show on close examination that "the innumerable scriptural 
references are usually not the basis of the statements; ... their purpose 
is merely to guote biblical amthority for the text after it has already 
been written", 


He was particularly critical of the schema on the chureh and said the 
quotations used in. it usually do not fit into the train of thought it 
develops. He noted, for instance, that in the early church the term "bishop" 
applied not to the head of a diocese, but to the head of a local congre- 
gation and that if this fact were taken seriously the local congregation 
would play a much more important role in the schema. ; 


He also disapproved of that schema's interpretation of the New Testament 
teaching about the collegiality of the Apostles and the way it is used in 
references to the collegiality of bishops. "What the New Testament says 
about the relationships of Peter to the other apostles cannot be directly 
applied to the relationship of the Pope to the Bishops", he commented. 
EPS, Geneva 


US. EPISCOPALIANS ASSAIL 
DEICIDE CHARGE ACAINST JEWS 


(St. Louis) - The House of Bishdps of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
declared here that the charge of deicide against the Jews is a "tragic 
misunderstanding of the inner significance of the crucifixion". 


Adopted in executive session by the bishops during the church's 61st 
triennial convention, the statement attacked anti-Semitism as a "direct 
eontradigion of Christian doctrine". 


One of the strongest ever issued on the matter by a Protestant church body, 
it added: "Jesus was a Jew, and since the Christian Church is rooted in 
Israel, spritually we are Semites ... Simple justice alone proclaims the 
charge of a corporate and inherited curse on the Jewish people to be false." 


These were other highlights of the Convention: 


-~ Election of the Rt. Rev. John Elbridge Hines, 54, as Presiding Bishop 
succeeding the Rt. Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, whose resignation was sub- 
mitted because of ill health. Bishop Hines was elected to serve as chief 
executive officer until he reaches the mandatory retirement age of. 68 in 
1978. The new Presiding Bishop is described as a member of the "evangelical" 
or Low Church Wing, a strong supporter of racial integration, and "a 
liberal" on social issues. 


—- Defeat ‘of a proposal that women be given representation in the House of 
Deputies, Clergy in the all-male body had approved the proposal by an 
overwhelming vote, but it was defeated by a close but negative vote by the 
laymen. Approvel by both groups is necessary. Similiar efforts to seat 
women as AA ait have been defeated at four other triennial conventions, 
EPS, Geneva 
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PACIFIC CHURCHES ADVANCE PLANS 
FOR OWN THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 


(Nausori, Fiji) - Plans are moving rapidly ahead for the establishment 
of the first interdenominational Pacific Area Theological College. 


‘Member of four sponsoring churches meeting here approved proposals to build 
the college, in Suva,as a Spam venture, It is scheduled to open for the 
1966 academic year. 


The decision is regarded a landmark in the growing ecumenical consciousness 
of Pacific churches which recently set plans for their first regionwide 
assembly to be held in Lac in April, 1966. (EPS No. 17). 


Involved in plans for the college are 13 Anglican, Congregational, 
Methodist, Presbyterian, and Reformed churches in New Guinea and Polynesia, 
the Ellice Islands, Gilbert Islands, Samoa, Cooke Islands and Nieu, Tonga, 
Somoea and Fiji, the New Hebrides, New Caledonia and Loyalty rips Be oo and 
Tahiti. 


Initially the college will provide accommodation for sixteen single students | 
and six married students. As soon as further funds become available | 
dormitory accommodation will be provided for a further eight single students. — 
There will be a principal, a bursar, and a lecturing staff of three in . 
addition. Capital is being provided by the Theological Education Fund of . 
the World Council of Churches ($100,000) and local churches, mission boards, | 
and other interested bodies ($%65,000). | Sie ts | 


Plans are to provide two courses at diploma and degree level. while 
incorporating advanced biblical and theological studies in the course, 
the distinctive training offered will be in the fieldvor Pactlic: stiles in | 
the practical ministry of the church within the context of the Pacific ~ | 
environment. EPS, Geneva 


POPE TO ATTEND WORLD 
CONGRESS IN INDIA 


(Rome) ~ Pope Paul VI has announced he will visit India later this year to 
take part in the International Eucharistic Congress'in Bombay, November 28 - 
December 6. 


The trip will be the most distant ever taken in Roman Catholic history by 
a felgnines Pontiff. 


The Pope, announcing the trip-on the occasion of the canonization last 
week in St. Peter's of 22 African martyrs said, his journey will be "very 
brief and simple and limited to a single stopping place", He said the trip 
' "to the gates of this immense Asia, this new and modern world is not 
foreign to the nature or the requirements of our apostolic ministry". 


In the opinion of a Protestant theologian, an observer at the current 
Vatican Council, the trip will mark a4 true beginning of the Pauline reign. 


"He has devoted two years to getting the work of Pope John XXIII done in 
the Council", said Prof, Albert C. Outler of Southern Methodist University, 
USA. , | 

"Now he is starting on his own work with the most important restatement of 
the global outreach of Catholic mission activity, I should say, in the last | 
200 years," EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH WORLD SERVICE SPEEDS 
AID TO TWO DISASTER AREAS 


(New York) - Victims of Hurricane Hilda. who fled southern Louisiana (USA), 
and the many people left destitute by the recent fire disaster in Madagascar 
are being helped by the US churches through Church World Service. 


Forty bales of clothing have been shipped to Dulac, La., where the Methodist- 
operated Dulac Community Centre is distributing it. As soon as communica- 
tions were restored, CWS reports, news was received that the Methodist Centre 
itself was badly damaged by wind and flood waters and that its own stock of 
clothing had been destroyed. 


Although commissioned by .the churches to provide aid overseas, Church World 
Service is empowered to send help in national disasters upon a ae, from 
one of its member denominations or a council of churches. 


The appeal for help from Madagascar described the complete destruction of a 


village whose people lost everything. CWS representative in Madagascar, 
the Rev. Theodore BE. Kimmel, an airplane pilot, flew to the area bringing 
food and other material aid to the village people. EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN SYNOD REFUSES STATE 
GRANTS TO DIOCESAN SCHOOLS 


(Sydney) -~ The Anglican Saal of Sydney has gone on record in opposition to 
acceptance of Australian government grants for science buildings and equip- 
ment for diocesan schools, 


The action was in direct contradiction to the stand taken by five of the 
church's top leaders. Archbishop Hugh R. Gough of Sydney, Primate of 
Australia, and the “isiops of New Castle, Bathurst, Canberra, and Grafton, 
had publicly advocated acceptance of the grants. 


The Anglican Synod voted to reject the grants by 252 to 203. In a corollary 
action delegates underscored by 239 to 161 their opposition to direct state 
aid to church schools as "not in the best interest of education in‘the 
Commonwealth of Australia". EPS, Geneva 


PULPIT EXCHANGE, UNITED EVANGELISM 
EFFORTS URGED BY JAMAICAN LEADERS 


(Kingston, Jamaica) « The Anglican and Methodist leaders in Jamaica have 
issued a joint pastoral letter to their respective clergy calling for the 
exchange of pulpits at morning and evening services during Advent and Lent, 
as well as joint services of an extra-liturgical character "at any time". 


The Rt. Rev. P.W. Gibson, Anglican Bishop of Jamaica, and the Rev. Hugh B. 
Sherlock of the Methodist Church also urged united efforts in all Foray oe, 
evangelism. 


These steps are seen as preliminary to the union of the two churches. A 
Consultative Committee composed of representatives of both is engaged in 
conversations looking towards such union. EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL REGRETS 
VISA REFUSALS 


..(Sydney) - The Australian Council of Churches has expressed regret at the 
Australian Government'!s-refusal to grant visas to Russian guests invited 
to attend the Australien Congress for International Co-operation and 
Disarmament. 


-The statement followed a government announcement that visas would not be 
granted to Archbishop Alexei, of the Russian Orthodox Church, and the Mayor 
of Leningrad, both of whom had been invited to Australia by the congress 
organisers to give addresses, 


‘The statement said that while the Council "appreciated the Government's 
caution in this matter (it) believes that world peace will be furthered 
and not hindered by the granting of these visas", - EPS, Geneva 


BAPTISTS MOVE TOWARDS 
COOPERATION IN MIGRANT AID — 


(Duisburg, Germany) - Closer cooperation of European Baptist churches work 
with migrant labourers with similar programmes of international and 
interconfessional agencies was called for by a meeting of some 25 Baptist 
migrant work specialists here. 


‘The meeting asked the European Baptist Federation to appoint an advisory 
committee to advise Baptist Unions on the continent about migrant work 
problems and to give guidance concerning cooperative measures between the 
countries. 


It was reported that Western Hurope has four million migrant workers. They 
come mainly from Italy and Spain, although France has many Algerian. Others 
are from Greece, Yugoslavia, Turkey, and as far away as Pakistan, ~- . 


Delegates were present from Baptist Unions in Great Britain, Sweden, the 
Netherlands, Denmark, Belgium, France, Spain, Italy, Switzerland, and — 
Germany, The meeting was sponsored by the Baptist World Alliance and the 
‘European Baptist Federation. “EPS, Geneva 


BIC CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
CONVENTION HELD IN KORBA 


(Seoul) - The central place that Christian education has in the life of the- 
church in Korea was emphasized at the Fifth National Convention on : 
Christian Education held recently in Korea. | 
‘Held’ on the campus.of Methodist Church's Ewha University, the largest : 
_.women'ts school in the world, the convention drew 1,437 delegates and crowds 
of up to 4,000 at special public sessions. The gathering was sponsored’ by 
the Korea Council of Christian Education. It was the first such convention 


held in Korea since 1933. 


Dr. Helen Kim, former president of Ewha University, in a major address 
.stressed the importance of challenging Korean students with the claim of 
Christ on their lives, It is the responsibility of the older generation, 
she said, to make the challenge so dynamic that it can compete with, and 
be triumphant over, the many other calls that clamour for the attention of 
the young people. / EPS, Geneva 
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CAMEROUN CHURCHES WILL 
SEEK "ORGANIC UNITY" 


(Koumba, West Cameroun) - Attainment of "organic unity.... as soon as 
possible" has been pledged by delegates of three Cameroun churches here. 


The pledge was made by 21 representatives from the Presbyterian Church in 
West Cameroun, the Evangelical Chureh of Cameroun,and the Presbyterian 
Church of the Cameroun. 


‘Their statement declared in part: 


"We believe that the unity to which God is leading us will make the Church 
in Cameroun a more effective instrument for accomplishing His will in the 
world. 


"While thanking God for the missionary witness of the churches in Europe 
and America, we have to state to our regret that the different origins of 
the missionaries have created divisions within the Church of Christ. Other 
factors such as the political competition during the colonial era have 
strengthened these divisions. All these divisions have now become a major 
obstacle to the fulfilment of God's will. 


"We are convinced that God is now calling our churches to attain an ‘organic 
unity', so that the proclamation of the Gospel of Christ may be confirmed 
in our lives. Moved by this common conviction, we affirm our strong deter- 
mination to march together to attain this goal as soon as possible.» In our 
united Church we shall continue to show ourselves open to the regenerating 
power of the Holy Spirit in unity." EPS, Geneva 


YUGOSLAV METHODISTS HAVING 
HASIER TIME NOW 


(Frankfurt ) ~ Developments during recent years have made things considerably 
easier for the Methodist Church in Yugoslavia, reports The Evangelist, the 
journal of the German Methodist Church published here. 


In contrast to the persecutions before 1941, it said the Gospel can now be 
preached in absolute freedom. The church has about 5,000 members and its 
services and Sunday Schools are well attended. 


Candidates for the ministry are trained at the Baptist Seminary at Novi Sad. 
This year five young pastors have entered the ministry. EPS, Geneva 


EKID COUNCIL WELCOMES 
BERLIN VISIT PLAN 


(Berlin) - The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) has 
welcomed the new agreement, in which West Germans are permitted to visit 
relatives in Hast Berlin and Hast Germany,as an important step towards 
alleviating the inhumane effects of the Berlin Wall. 


It said, however, that despite political tensions, governnent authorities 
must continue to seek other ways of meeting basic human needs caused by the 
division of the country. EPS, Geneva 
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MALAYSIA METHODISTS 
TO STUDY AUTONOMY 


(Kuala Lumpur) - The, Methodists of Malaysia will study during the next two 
years a question of major importance to their future - whether they should 
become an autonomous, self-governing church, independent of the parent 
Methodist Church in America. They will also study other forms of church 


‘organization to decide which will best’*meet their needs ‘Bon witness and 


service in the young nation of Malaysia, 


The decision to study the need for a change in their organizational structure 
was voted by delegates from Malaysia's four Methodist annual conferences at 
the recent quadrennial meeting of the Southeastern Asia Central Conference 
here. The four conferences have 58,038 members (full and preparatory). 

EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Executive Committee of the World Methodist Council will meet in Kingston, 
Jamaica, October 28 = November 2. The Council is an association of churches 
"in the Methodist tradition throughout the world", About 7O persons are. 
expected to attend. 


Shae oy eset aie 


Widespread desire foe copies. of the Scriptures by followers of the Northern 
Rhodesia (Zambia) cult leader Alica Lenshina who are in refugee or detention 
camps is reported by Bible Society officials in the country. The, Zambia ~ 
Bible House has made available some 15,000 copies of the gospels for free 
distribution to them, 


* * * 


The Anglican Church in Barbados has sent £1 ,000 to the Church ‘of England to 
be divided. .egually-between work in the aSeaue of Southwark and the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel, The Bishop of Southwark, Dr. Mervyn 
Stockwood, commented: "For ages we have been used to senaine money overseas; — 
now:we are .on the receiving end. This has shaken up a great many people in 
the richer parishes of my diocese... It should do us all a great deal of 
good". 


* * * 


The 14th General Assembly of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) 
will be held October 26-30 in Tokyo. Agenda items include the election of 
officers and fund-raising plans for a new $11 million Christian COREE’ 


Ee 


* * * 


Danish Baptists plan to celebrate October 40 the 125th anniversary of the 
establishment of the. first Baptist church in the eS iee by holding a 
commemorative service in every Baptist church, 


a 


A Spanish Carlist publication claims that religious liberty in Spain would 
constitute a "traitorous act towards the dead of the crusade" (the Civil War 


of 1936-39), 
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Zulu Chief Albert Luthuli, winner of the 1960 Nobel Peace Prize, is one of 
the four recipients of $5,000 awards for "examples of excellence in world 
peace, human relations, communications, and education", given by the Society 
for the Family of Man, founded by the Protestant Council of the City of New 
York. He was commended "for leading the fight against the apartheid policy 
of the South African government, always advocating firm and continued oppo- 
sition by non-violent means". Chief Luthuli is confined by government 
orders to the district of Stanger, near Durban, Natal, and is not permitted 
to travel. 


* car 


Despite heavy rains almost every night, attendance numbered in the thousands 
at a recent city-wide evangelistic campaign held in Aracaju, Brazil, A 
record crowd of 12,000, including the mayor and the governor of the state, 
was on hand for the closing service of the series, The services were spon- 
sored by the Commission on Evangelism of the Presbyterian Church of Brazil, 
and students at the Brazilian church's Seminary of the North in Recife 
assisted in the campaign, 


* AT 


Some 130 persons, including 80 lay delegates from 40 congregations, took part 
in a recent six-day lay training course on Christian stewardship held under 
sponsorship of the Methodist Church in Sarawak, Advance preparation in- 
cluded study of three booklets dealing with principles of stewardship, Bible 
study, and church finance, The course will be followed up by a-programme 
designed to promote individual and group study with a view to a church-wide 
stewardship campaign in 1965. 


* * * 


Churches throughout the United States marked October 18 as "World Order 
Sunday’. Sponsored by the International Affairs Department of the National 
Council of Churches, the observance this year was designed to alert US 
Christians to the "special needs and aspirations" of peoples in the 60 new 
nations which have come into being since 1945, 


tll aa Cal ean ak 


The University Bible Fellowship in Kwangju, Korea, has sent out its first 
"foreign missionary". She is Miss Han Ok Kim, a 1964 college graduate who 
has gone to Cheju Island, eight hours by boat off the southern tip of Korea, 
to work among university students there. Though hardly considered a 
"foreign" country, the island has a culture and a dialect very different 
from those of mainland Korea. And although the island's churches compose 
@ presbytery in the Presbyterian Church of Korea, there have been few uni- 
versity students in these congregations. 


* * * 
A Congolese pastor, the Rev. Bernard Ntontolo, has arrived in Brussels where 
he has been appointed to minister to African Protestants in Belgium, 
currently estimated at nearly 1,000 persons. His work is being sponsored 


by the Bureau of Protestant Churches and Missions in Central Africa, with 
financial assistance from the American Protestant Church in Brussels, 
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The constituting meeting of an Ethical Association which will seek to 
Noxamine and clarify the moral confusion" in contemporary life using the 
Scriptures as the basis of discussion has been founded at Basle, Switzerland. 
Some 40 Roman Catholic and Protestant leaders from BHurope and the USA took 
part. Theme of the first year's study will be "the theological basis of 
ethics in face of the contemporary demand for a'new ethic!". 


¥ * * 


A new publishing house called the Africa Christian Press has been formed 
with headquarters in Ghana. Its aim is to encourage African Christians to 
write about their faith and to "set up a new high standard for Christian 
books relevant to the needs of this continent". 


x x x 


The British and Foreign Bible Society's film "Books in the Making" has 
been awarded a diploma by the British Industrial Film Association. The 
documentary illustrates the proces of paper making, printing, and 
binding. 


* ae * 


~The Swiss Federal Council will allocate a credit of 600,000 Francs to 
improve the conditions in the secondary school at Douala,Camerowm, and 
extend it. The school at present has 300 pupils, but after extension it 
will be able to take twice that numbcr. It is run by the Council of Baptist 
and Evangelical Churches of the Cameroun, the Paris Mission and the 
Missionary Department of the churches in French-speaking Switzerland. 


* % 2 
The Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria has appointed two observers to the 


Vatican Council: Archimandrite Cyril Koukoulakis and Dr. Theodore Mosconas, 
librarian-archivist at the Patriarchate.’ 


2 ¥ x 
Anglicans, Baptists, Methodists, and Roman Catholics in Caversham, England, 
are cooperating in publishing a six-page monthly parish paper. 

2 pltee 
Sixty-four persons are reported killed and another 20 wounded in a new 
clash between members of the Lumpa sect and Northern Rhodesian troops and 
police. Alice Lenshina, leader of the sect, who is being held in custody, 


has appealed to her followers to lay down their arms and cease to defy the 
government. . 


x oa + 
Israeli Premier Levi Eshkol has appealed to the new Russian leaders to give 


equal rights to Soviet Jewry and to "understand our national and social 
revival in Israel and see our peace aspirations in the correct light". 


% % ¥ 


Bibles from 98 countries taking part in the 1964 Olympic games in Tokyo are 
on display at the Japan Bible Society store in that city. EPS, Geneva ' 
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BRITISH CHURCHES URGE 
ANTI-APARTHEID MEASURES 


(Hoddesdon) ~ The British Council of Churches has called upon the 
British Government "as a matter of urgency to consider what measures 
are required to ensure that Britain and her citizens no longer act in 
such a way as to encourage apartheid" in South Africa. 


The resolution based on a report made by a working party which for 
12 months has been studying the South African race situation, said 
that it did not believe the use of economic sanctions at this stage 
would provide a satisfactory solution to the South African problem. 


The working party spelt out measures it though Britain should take: 
prohibition of supply of all arms and the means to make thems; end of 
special privileges which remain from South Africa's former membership 
in the commonwealth; dividends from South African countries to be 
taxed to provide a fund for aparthied victoms; emigration to South 
Africa to be discouraged by a special tax and £10 limit on money 
emigrants can take out; strict control of all trade, in agreement 
with the USA, Japan and the Common Market countries and others when 
possible. 


Introducing the working party's report the Rev. R. K. Orchard, London 
gecretary of the Division of World Mission and Evangelism of the World 
Council of Churches, emphasized that the working party was convinced 
that any political action must be held closely together with efforts 
for reconciliation. 
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In another session in a move to keep Quakers and Unitarians who have objec- 
ted to the crednl basis of the Council's membership within the Council, it 
was proposed that they be termed "associate members" who would continue to 
share in the life and work of the Council, but would not have voting powers 
on any proposal to amend the constitution. Both the Quakers and Unitarians 
will consider this proposal at their 1965 annual meetings. HPS, Geneva 


STRONG REACTION TO BRITISH 
STATEMENT IN SO. AFRICA 


(Johannesburg) - The local English-language press here has termed the 
British Council of Churches! call for measures to end apartheid "unchurchly 
and senseless". 


Afrikaans newspapers also have bluntly condemned it as tantamount to A 
declaration of war and a demand African English community repudi- 
ate its spiritual kinship with Britain. 


Die Transvaaler said: the. British churches sought nothing less tham the South 
African government's downfall with the transfer of power to non-whites. It 
urged the- Dutch Reformed churches to sever all relations with British 
churches. 


But one leading minister of a Dutch Reformed church, who was not identified, 
was quoted as protesting the severing of all ties and saying that "dialogue 
must. continuetien,: : EPS, Geneva 


NON-VIOLENT CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 
ENDORSED BY USA BISHOPS 
(St. Louis) - Endorsement of non-violent civil disobedience was voted after 


heated debate by the House of Bishops at the 61st General Assembly of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. 


The "position paper" declared that in being "faithful to Scripture" Christians 
"reserve the right to obey God rather than man". 


The vote was a clear rebuke to the House of Deputies which had earlier 
defeated a resolution pgnge Lane civil disobedience "under limited circum- 
stances", 


The bishops! statement declared that the church recognizes "the rights of 
any persons to urge the repeal of unjust laws by all lawful means, including 
the participation in peaceful demonstrations". 


When the means of legal recourse have been exhausted or are "demonstrably 
inadequate" the bishops asserted, "all persons for reasons of informed 
conscience" have the right to "disobey such laws". 


In another apedon the Convention affirmed that scenaweeian of or discrim= 
ination against. "any person in the human family" from the activities or 
rites of the church on the basis of race are "contrary to the mind of Christ". 


The Assembly also voted to retain the word "Protestant" in the legal title 
of the church, but to drop it in every-day BEGBSs this apparently ending-a 
long debate over the church's proper name. . . ae Geneva 


. 
; 


No. 40 — 29th October, 1964 b, 


UNITED CHURCH CONGREGATIONS SUPPORT 
NEW CURRICULUM, DESPITE CONTROVERSY. 


(Toronto) ~ Highty-~five per cent of all United Church of Canada congrega~ 
tions have ordered the church's new Sunday School curriculum despite a 
boycott by some conservative groups which have protested against certain 
passages, particularly with regard to the interpretation of the first eleven 
chapters of the Old Testament. 


Recently the Western Association of Baptist churches voted unanimously to 
terminate its association with the United Church in a joint Sunday School 
publications programme because it disapproved of the new curriculum. The 
new material also has been strongly criticized by leaders of the Ontario 
sunday School Association. 


The Reve Peter Gordon White, editor-in-chief of the curriculum, said that 
much of the controversy could be laid to the handling of the issue in news- 
paper headlines, one of which asked: "Goliath, Virgin Birth: Myth or Bible 
Truth?" r th 5 


Dr. White referred in an interview to the Biblical commentary written by 

the Rev. John Wilkie of Toronto. In it, Dr. Wilkie explained to teachers 
that the first eleven chapters of the Bible "are not history in the usual 
meaning of the term. Rather, the stories told there belong to the category 
of stories known as myths. 


"This does not mean they belong to the category of fairy tales or have no 
historical value", Dr. Wilkie continued. "For they are of the utmost 
value in yielding us insight into the minds of Israel's religious leaders 
as they wrestled with the meaning and purpose of history and sought to 
understand God's will in the events that made it up." 


Orders from United Church congregations for the curriculum, which was 12 
years in preparation by leading theologians and churchmen, have exceeded 
expectations. To date they total more than 600,000. The United Church 
General Council also has expressed its support by Vouine overwhelming 
approval of the curriculun, 


The new curriculum consists of ten reading beoks and seven teacher's guides 
for each year of a three-year cycle. The programme is for adults and 
children. . 


The Rev. G.G. Connolly, speaking for the education and publication boards 
of the United Church, said it seeks to make the Bible and the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ more relevant and meaningful to the life of modern man. 

EPS, Geneva 


MUSLIM LEADERS HOPE ONE DAY 
TO HAVE MOSQUE IN ROME 


(Rome) - Leaders of the Muslim social service association in Italy have ex- 
pressed the hope that one day it will be possible to erect a mosque in Rome. 


"The question is a delicate one in this city which is the throne of St. 
Peter's", they said, "but in view of the city's universal character we think 
Rome ought to have a mosque", They noted that Pope Paul VI has often 
referred to the necessity for dialogue between Christians and men of other 
faiths. There are 5,000 Muslims in Rome. EPS, Geneva 
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FIVE NO. INDIAN LUTHERAN CHURCHES 
REAFFIRM INTENTION TO UNITE 


(Ranchi (Bihar), India) - Representatives of the five Lutheran ¢jurches of 
northern India have decided to go forward with plans to unite, it was 
reported at the Asia Lutheran Conference here. The resulting body would 
have 317,800 baptized members. ! 


The decision was taken by the northern churches! third regional eonference 
which met at the headquarters of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Just before the Asia conference opened. 


Gossner, with 225,400 members spread over the states of Bihar, West Bengal, 
Assam, Orissa and Madhya Fradch,as, well as the Andaman islands, is the 
largest and oldest of the five autonomous churches involved. 


The others, in order of size, are the Jeypore (43,000, Orissa), Northern 
41,500, Bihar, West Bengal, Assam), Madhya Pradesh (5,891), and East Jeypore 
2,000, Orissa) Evangelical Lutheran Churches. | 


Representatives of the five churches, numbering 36, reaffirmed a decision 
taken by their previous regional conference that they should constitute a 
single united church before contemplating any interdenominational merger. 


The Asia Lutheran Conference received a report defining "a satisfactory 
basis" for church union, fromthe Tutheran point of view. 


Drafted by a conference working section on "Lutherans in the Ecumenical 
Movement", the report said that "in the event of a Lutheran church 

entering into union with (other) ’ Lutheran or non-Lutheran churches, the 
uniting churches must be one in acceptance of: | , 


"(2) The Old and New Testaments as the Word of God and as the only source, 

norm, rule and standard for all teaching and practice in the Church; 
(2) The ecumenical creeds - the Apostles!, Nicene and Athanasian Creeds of ‘ 
historic Christianity; and (3) the essence of the confessions in the Book | 
of Concord, which is the compendium of 16th céntury doctrinal documents | 


which set forth .the confessional basis of The Lutheran Church.!! 


Enumerating the many theological and non-theological factors that separate 
Lutheran ciurches both among themselves and from non-Lutheran @iurches, the 
report called it "imperative" that each church establish a commission for 
ecumenical action, and enter actively into the programmes of regional, 
national, and international ecumenical organizations. 


It also urged Lutheran churches to promote theQogical dialogue within the E- 
programmes of the ecumenical organizations; called on Lutheran pastors to { 
promote joint action and fellowship with other churches and urged Lutheran 
congregations to promote action and fellowship with other churches. 

EPS, Geneva 
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NCC, ROMAN CATHOLICS IN 
ZAMBIA ATID IN LUMPA CRISIS 


(Lusaka) - National Christian Council teams and Roman Catholic White Fathers 
are working in closé cooperation here to aid Lumpa sect followers who have 
been detained in gcvernment camps. They also have a programme in outlying 
villages to prepare the way for their return when released. 


The programme was developed as the result of a visit made several weeks ago 
into the area by Pr. Kenneth Kaunda, Prime Minister of the new State of 
Zambia and by the Rev. Colin Morris, who is heading the NCC work. 


One NCC team of six persons is working in "the cage", the place where Lumpa 

prisoners are detained before being returned to their villages. The aim in 

this work is to try to understand the Lumpa's attitude to the government and 
their religious belief as the basis for follow-up work in the villages. 


Another team is cooperating with the White Fathers at a camp which provides 
protection at night for 2,000 non-Lumpa refugees who are guarded by a -’* 
company of territorial officers. These persons live in fear of an attack 

by some 2,000 Lumpas said to be concentrated 12 miles away. The refugees 

are reported to be in poor condition, usually "cold and hungry", and many 

are suffering from pneumonia and smallpox. The NCC team at the camp includes 
a Huropean minister, two African ministers,and a Huropean woman. 


The Eagle, a church publication in the area said of the combined work "For 
once the church is doing something relevant and is doing it quickly and with 
reasonable efficiency..." 


The Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World 
Council of Churches has sent £500 to the NCC to support the work. 
EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL BEA LAUDS 
RULE OF VATICAN OBSERVERS 


(Rome ) - Augustin Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican Department for Christian 
Unity, told non-Roman Catholic observer-delegates to the Vatican Council 
here that the Council's overwhelming approval of the first three chapters of 
the schema on ecumenism exceeded "even the boldest hopes we might have 
ventured to have only two years ago". (EPS No. 38) 


Speaking at a reception arranged for the observers by his Department, the 
Cardinal said that by their votes"the highest and best qualified leaders" of 
the Roman Catholic Church put clearly on record their determination to do 
their utmost to promote Christian unity. 


The vote also was a tribute to the contribution made by the observers, whose 
work, prayer,and study clearly revealed to the Council Fathers the problems 
of the division of Christendom, he added. EPS, Geneva 


- 
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ECUMENICAL PRAYER SERVICES AT 
SWISS FAIR TERMED "HISTORIC" 


(Geneva) - Swiss Reformed pastors who served as chaplains at the Swiss 
National Exposition: just concluded in Lausanne have described the daily 
ecumenical prayer services held at the Exposition!'s inter- -~denominational 
chapel as "an historic national event"... , 5 


Seventeen Reformed pastors served successively at the chapel, each for a 
period of 15 days, during the: seven-months fair. “At the. Bame time Roman 
Catholic and Old Catholic: clergy acted as chaplains. 


The clergy of the three traditions held joint morning and evening ecumenical 
prayer. services. daily. . 


Interviewed by La Vie Protestante © here, the Reformed pastors commented: 
"The ecumenicel prayers admittedly were rather an incongruous mixture of 
three confessions... Nevertheless as a symbolic act they were very strik-. 
ingees. For centuries our ancestors fought each other and now we are praying 
together... While this ecumenical collaboration involved risks, it was a 
factor for unity, although it did not give the illusion of unione.e. 


"People are waiting for these signs. The feeling of belonging to a-certain 
confession is being superseded by the realisation that all Christians belong 
to the Christian Church. Ecumenical prayer must not continue to ‘be the 
exception,” : 7 


One pastor ‘noted that the joint chapel was established because of the insisten 
of the organizers of the Exposition. "If it had depended upon the churches 
alone, there would have been no joint chapel", he commented. EPS, Geneva 


WESTPHALTA SYNOD APPROVES 
WOMEN PASTORS, UNDER CERTALN CONDITIONS 


(Bielefeld) - The Synod of the Evangelical Church os Westphalia has approved 
the appointment of ordained women for work in parishes, subject to certain — 
conditions.: The church was the last of the seven member churches of the 

Evangelical Church of the Union (EKU) to grant this permission. ) Se 


The Synod stipulated that ordained women can work in parishes in which. at 
least one clergymen is working and in which the local church board has > 
clearly expressed its desire to have a woman pastor. It. said that when a 
pastoral vacancy occurs, advertisements. of the opening must clearly state 
that a woman pastor is desired for the post. 


The Synod also adopted an amendment to cover possible cases in which members 

of the congregation protest against a woman fulfilling certain pastoral 

functions. In these cases, it said, a man should undertake them. 
One fate Vane EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH CHURCHES CRITICAL OF | 
EUROPEAN CHURCH CONFERENCE 


(Paris) - Concern that Christian movements have not been accepted as full 
members of the newly-formed European Conference of Churches was expressed 
here by the Council of the French Protestant Federation. 


The Council said that it shared the views of French delegates to the 
constituting meeting of the Conference held last month that those movements 
which subscribe to the Conference's basis should be elegible and urged that 
measures be taken to make it more representative. f EPS, Geneva. | 
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NEXT CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
MODERATOR IS NOMINATED 


(Edinburgh) - The next Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland will be the Rev. Dr. Archibald Watt, 63, a country minister from 
Edzell, Angus, His nomination was announced here by the Commission of 
Assembly and will be confirmed at the General Assembly next May, 


The Commission also announced new moves seeking better relations with South 
African churches. Invitations to visit Scotland for a few weeks early next 
year have been sent to two ministers of the Dutch Reformed Church and to one 
from the Presbyterian Church of South Africa and one from the Bantu Presby- 
terian Church. The announcement of the invitations said "differences of 
opinion about political and racial issues e«.. can easily lead to suspicion 
and misunderstanding, Everything possible should. be done to prevent 

EHLS aye! EPS, Geneva 


REFUGEE AWARD FOR 
DAME MAY CURWEN 


(Geneva) ~ Dame May Curwen, chairman of the British Council for Aid to 
Refugees (BCAR), has been awarded the 1964 Nansen Medal. 


The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Mr. Felix Schnyder, said 
here that the award was being made for Dame May's service to her fellow men 
and particularly her achievement as a founder and head of the BCAR, which 
has helped to settle more than twenty thousand refugees in Britain since 
1950. 


Dame May was national general secretary of the YWCA from 1950: to. 1949. 
From 1954 to 1958 she was British delegate to the United Nations Refugee 
Fund, serving as ‘chairman in 1958. She was also a vice-chairman of the 
World Refugee Year United Kingdom Committee. EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC-CZECH TALKS 
REPORTED UNDERWAY 


(Vienna) ~ Top-level discussions between officials of the Roman. Catholic 
Church and the Czechoslovak government on the status of the church are 
going on in Prague and in an undisclosed Western capital, Religious News 
Service reports here. 


According to RNS reports, the appointment of bishops to vacant sees; the 
status of Archbishop Josef Beran of Prague recently released from confine- 
ment; :and the education of young Catholics who wish to enter the priest- 
hood are among the topics under discussion. ie 


It was indicated, however, that while the discussions would take up many 
of the problems of the church, which has suffered drastic restrictions, it 
was quite possible that only "limited" agreements, such as that completed 
recently between the Hungarian government and the church, could be reached. 
EPS, Geneva 
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21 MILLION GUILDERS COLLECTED FOR 
NEW CHURCHES IN NETHERLANDS 


(The Hague) - In the week of October 12-17 nine churches in the Netherlands - 
eight Protestant churches and one Old Catholie church - between them 
collected more than twenty-one million guilders ($5, 831,700) - ‘for’ the ° 
building of churches in new residential areas néar cities and towns. 


As a symbol of this concerted action, a pre-fabricated church was erected 
“within one week!s time in the neighbourhood of Rotterdam. It will be 


‘used by all the participating churches. It was consecrated at a service 
on iewsle £6: in which ministers from all: the participating churches took 


Sh | inp . Sagal Geneva 


: FRENCH CONSCRIPTS TO FILL 
CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHING POSTS 


(Paris) - There will be no vacancies in teaching posts this year. at second~ 
ary schools run by the Paris Mission Society in cooperation with. "younger 
churches" thanks ee. arrangements worked ot by Nahr des and PY ence military 
officials, 


Under the plan 39 conscripts, who are trained as teachers or in other 
disciplines, will fe the vacancies instead of doing full-time military 
service. .-The plan is in line with a new French law which permits recruits 
to do technical assistance work overseas instead of the full period of 
nilitary -training. In addition they will also have to have six nonths' 
military training. | 


Most of the group have signed up for one year's” service, but thirteen of” 
the married recruits have agreed to two years! service and the Society is 
ae to send their families along with then. e EPS, Geneva 


MULTI-RACIAL, UNITED COLLEGE “ 
PLANNED IN SOUTHERN RHODESIA 


(Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia) —- Plans to open a new Ai cee ae ee ciey: 
college here in 1967, under joint phonemic a of four churches and mission 
erow i} have been announced. he . q 


The college will be the first inter- chanel college in the line Game Pou the 
training of teachers of all races, 


Sponsoring bodies are the Associated Church of Christ of New oa ene. the 
Anglican Province of Central Africa (Matabeleland Diocese), the London | 
Missionary Society, and the Methodist Society of Southern Rhodesia. An 
enrolment of 400 students, half of whom will be women, is planned. The 
Bulawayo City Council has offered as a gift a 75-acre site for the new 
institution and ‘some financial help is expected from the government 
Ministry of Hducation. However the college hopes to get most of its 
funds from educational trusts and agencies, and individual donors. 

¢ oethat EPS, Geneva 
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KAUNDA SPEAKS OF 
ZAMBIA'S CHURCHES 


(Lusaka) - Kenneth Kaunda, president of the new Republic of Zambia which 
came into being in ceremonies on October 24, is a Protestant, but is not a 
member of any particular church because, as he said in a recent interview, 
"T wonder whether God is really speaking to us through the churches as I 
see them now organized in Northern Phodesia". 


But, continued Dr. Kaunda, who at one time was a teacher in a mission 
schools "I have retained the habit of praying and turning to God to ask 
His help. I have never seriously doubted the truths of the Gospel." 


Three of Zambia's churches will form a united church which will come into 


existence next January. Involved are the United Church of Central Africa 
in Rhodesia, the Church of Barotseland, and the Methodist Church. It will 
have a membership of about 16,000. EPS, Geneva 


INTEREST IN BIBLE AS STRONG IN 
BAST AS WEST, CZECH PROFESSOR DECLARES 


(Wuppertal, West Germany) - The "longing for the Word of God" is as strong 
in Eastern Buropean countries as it is in the West, a Czechoslovak theo- 
logian told a meeting here. 


"In our Evangelical Church the Bible is read no less than in other 

Buropean countries and the danger in the decline in church life is no 
greater in Czechoslovakia than elsewhere", said Professor Soucek, New 
Testament scholar of the Theology Faculty of the University of Prague. 


Professor Soucek reported that "the modern theology of the West" is 
Steadily gaining ground in his country, and noted that it was urgent, in 
Speaking to young people particularly, that the message of the Gospel be 
presented in terms relevant to contemporary life, EPS, Geneva 


SWISS PASTOR REFUSES MILITARY 
SERVICE, IS JAILED FOR MONTH 


(Geneva) ~ A Swiss Protestant pastor from the village of Reconvilier in the 
Jura mountains was sentenced to a month's imprisonment for refusing to 
perform compulsory military service. 


The Rev. David Gigon, 431, told the court he believed military service was 


incompatible with the teachings of the Gospel and that all Christians. should 


reject it. 


The case is expected to arouse heated controversy in Switzerland, where the 
problem of the exemption of conscientious objectors from military service 
for alternative service is under discussion. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The report that Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat 
for Christian Unity, will attend the forthcoming Third Pan~Orthodox Con- 
ference at Rhodes, has been officially denied in Rome. 


a * 
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A team of 20 Indonesian church men and women will visit Australia for four 
weeks in November, the Australian Council of Churches has announced, They 
will meet with church and community leaders, be shown the church at work . 
under Australian conditions, and tell Australians about the Christian Church 
in Indonesia. The visit follows a goodwill visit to the churches in Indo-~ 
neSia by an inter-denominational Australian church team in 1962 and a 
working visit by 46 Australian Christians in June of this year. 


* * * 


A nation-wide postal "suggestion box" on all aspects of the projected union 
of the Evangelical United Brethren Church and The Methodist Church.in the 
USA has been established by the joint commission handling details of the | 
union. The unusual device was agreed upon in order to encourage suggest-— 
ions from rank and file members of the two churches, 


* * * 


The ninety~year-old interdenominational Mission to Lepers, London, has 
dropped "lepers" from its name because of the stigma now attached to that 
word. Hereafter, the organization, which was founded in 1874; will be 
known as the Christian Leprosy Mission. 


* * * 


Students in fie, Ss higher secondary schools have raised more than $63,000 
for overseas Christian aid projects this year. The nation-wide effort was 
undertaken on the initiative of the young people themselves, and some 117 
schools participated. whe money raised will be used for such purposes as 
support of’ mission stations, a medical van, @ home for children suffering 
from leprosy, and Bible distribution, 


* * * 


Roman Catholics have given 51,000 Taiwanese dollars (about $1,000) toward 
construction costs of a new wing at the Protestant Changhua Christian 

Hospital in Changhya, Taiwan. The fund was the gift of 21 local priests 

to express their appreciation for medical services received by Roman | 
Catholics at the Protestant hospital, The hospital is supported jointly 

by the English Presbyterian Mission, the Presbyterian Church of Formosa, 
the Reformed Church in America, The Methodist Church, and the Presbyterian : 
Church (US) in the United States, 


' * * * 
A "Religious Press Week" aimed at increasing the readership of all religious 


:newspapers in Britain is planned November 13-20. The cooperative venture 
is being sponsored by the interdenominational Religious Weekly Press Group. 


¥ * * 
About a hundred delegates from 20 Greek Orthodox communities in Britain, 
and from Norway, Sweden, and Malta, met in London last week to discuss 


plans for the further development of the Orthodox Church. The church has . 
125,000 members in Britain and is growing rapidly. 4 
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The 17 missionary, organizations in Bast Germany have formed a working 

party to promote the exchange of information and discuss questions of 
mutual interest. Dr. Gerhard Brennecke, director of the Berlin Missionary 
Society, was named director, 


SP * 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, speaking last week, said that in relation to 
the Church of Rome there were formidable obstacles to unity because of 
doctrinal differences; "but that need not mean treating one another as 
enemies. We are allies in the cause of Christendom and it is that new 
Spirit which is growing between us far and wide." 


¥% * ¥ 


A memorial service for the three young civil rights workers who were killed 
in Mississippi in June of this year was held at the Tokyo Union Church, 
Tokyo, last week, The service was planned by a group of American mission- 
aries including Anglicans, Roman Catholics, and a number who are related to 
the United Church of Christ (Kyodan). 


cose Oh me 


The Wellington (New Zealand) Anglican Synod has given approval, after 
lengthy debate, for parishes to share their church buildings with other 
denominations. The move was related directly to the Anglican decision of 
last April to join in union negotiations underway for several years among 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Churches of the Congregational Union, and the 


“Associated Church of Christ in New Zealand, 


* * * 


The Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID), scheduled March 21- 
255. 19655. will be held in two separate places because of the division of 
Germany, The delegates from Western Germany and West Berlin will meet in 
Prankfurt-on-Main; the delegates from the DDR will hold their conference 
"somewhere in the DDR" at a site to be announced later. 


* * * 


Members of the Royal Commission appointed by the Swedish government to 
Study problems of Church-State relations visited London last week for a 
series of discussions with representatives of the Church of England and 
with Members of Parliament and Home Office officials. 


* * * 
In 1963 seventy~six members of Reformed churches in the Netherlands trans- 
ferred to the Roman Catholic Church. In the same year 124 Roman Catholics 


joined Reformed churches, Marriage with a partner from another church was 
given as the prime factor in the changes, 


*¥ *& 
Dean E.L. King of St. George's Cathedral in Capetown, South Africa, has 


announced he is planning to appoint a non-white minister for the first time 
to this mother church of Anglicanism in South Africa, 


* * * 
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ie More than 5,000 persons attended a Christian rally of thanksgiving held - 

is October 18. by the Kenya Christian Council to mark he aaa aa honours 

s ing Kenyan Prime Minister Jomo Kenyatta. ' tae" 
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¥ Fifteen young Germans have gone to Jerusalem, as the fifth "Atonement 

: eae Team" to work in Israel, They will spend a year renovating an old ; 

< building, to be vsed upon completion as a home for the blind. babar S94 
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BG St. Mary's Roman Catholic. parish in Norway, Mich. (USA) has chosen by 

tae election a parish school board. The priest is usually in sole charg 

4 of schools in his parish. Parishioners, acting on the recommendation | 

‘he oy 0of thea pastor, elected five members of a seven-man board by secret 

i ‘ ballot. Msgr. O'Neil D'Amour, pastor, declared: "It is time that 

is ale wa oe laymen calc to assume their proper aes of responsibility,” | 
fear , EPS, Geneve 
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Special Report. 


The following 48.4 statement issued by a group of Christian people on the 
proposed consultation of. opinion in Southern Rhodesia; ; 


The Southern Rhodesian government has now decided on the method to be used 
in consulting the opinion of the majority of the people on the independence 
issue. This will take the form of a meeting of chiefs and headsmen, roughly 
800 people,. to obtain their views of the opinion of the. African population. 


This conclusion of the government does not meet with our approvel. We regard 
it as unsatisfactory for the following reasons: 


li We believe that in the Christian tradition the consent of the people is 
the habitual or normal title to rule and that the future independent govern- 
ment of this country must have that authentic title if it is to secure the 
country's welfare. Clearly it cannot have it if the method of securing 
consent is suspect in any way or is held to have been obtained under duresse 
It is enough for us that the chiefs are government servants and that their 
authority is dependent on government recognition for their impartiality as 
adjudicators to be questionable. It has furthermore been recogriized that 
they cannot represent the views of the half a million Africans outside the 
Tribal Trust Areas. Should these people be opposed to independence the dis- 
regard of their wishes would constitute a severe injustice. 


Pe We. also believe that the development of. the African people has brought 
them to.a stage where there is. sufficient political consciousness for them 

to know where their interests lie and to express their opinion:as individuals 
according to the democratic method which most nearly conforms to the Christian 


respect for rights of the human person. In our opinion, therefore, the only 
satisfactory way. of consulting the people's wishes.is for the. whole adult 
population to participate in a referendum based upon secret: ballot. This 


would call for adequate time for the issues to be put fairly according to 
lawful means of persuasion and for the people to be safeguarded against one- 
Sided pressure of any kind. We would therefore urge that Britain should be 
asked to send her own independent observers. 


de. . We dispute the principle that Africans should be regarded as different 
from the rest of the population in the matter of consultation and view the 
rehabilitation of a method in use many years ago as a blind denial of the 
change which has taken place in those years. The principle we invoke is 
that "rulers do not command in an effective and durable way except in the 
domain of things approved by opinion, and it is not they that determine this 
domain", in this instance the government seems to have conceded the first 
part, that independence must come by consent of all the inhabitants, while 
claiming that it alone can determine in what manner and to what extent that 
consent should be expressed, We appreciate that this is part of the like 
refusal to see nationalism as a genuine movement of the African people. 


4. In the Christian tradition governing authority is ordained by God as a 
trust for the people. Consequently whenever the public welfare comes to 
depend substantially on popular acceptance of the government, then government 
cannot advance the common good without it, no matter how well-intentioned, 

We consider that there are good grounds for saying that such a time has 
arrived in Southern Rhodesia, It is therefore most urgent that the present 
determination of African opinion should be based on a method which leaves 
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the authenticity of the result in no doubt. Otherwise the sense: of having - 
been betrayed into independence will in practice reduce still further public 
cooperation with the forces of law simply because public confidence in the 
moral authority of those forces will have been diminished. 


The fear that Government is not adhering in this matter to realistic 
principles is coupled with certain definite apprehensions which we have: 


We are unable to think of any convincing reasons why Africans should at 
this stage want independence under the present constitution. Is it intended 
that their rights should be more cleraly safeguarded under an independent 
constitution? 


We fear that the method of consulting them through chiefs and headmen . 
may well conceal the real issues involved, including the risk of international 
isolation, and thereby deny to the majority whose future is in the balance 
the opportunity of considering their interests. 


We know of no benefits which can be held out as an inducement to vote Lon 
independence which cannot be offered to the African population without inde- 
pendence. The benefit of law and order, of people living together in peace 
and friendship, is consequent on the removal of racial injustices so that 
people see their interest in cooperating with Government. As we have 
suggested above it is unlikely at this stage that this happy position can be 
reached unless the people regard it as their government. 


We fear that the scramble for "Independence Now" is synonymous with the 
desire to secure white supremacy and to entrench the way of life of the 
minority, For us any identification of government with the interests of 
one section is morally indefensible and it amounts to near blasphemy to claim 
that moral standards can only be maintained through the agency of the enfran- 
chised minority. There are no Christian grounds for presuming the responsi- 
bility of the righ and the privileged where the interests of the rest of the 
people are concerned. 


* * * 


(Signers of the statement were 105 persons of the Anglican, Congregational, 
Methodist, Presbyterian, and Roman Catholic churches, and of the "Apostolic 
Faith", Salvation Army, and Society of Friends.) EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN ACTION GROUP LETTER PROTESTING 
AGAINST RHODESIAN CHIEFS' MEETING SEIZED 


(Salisbury, Rhodesia’) - Some eCight hundred copies of a letter addressed 
by the multi-racial Salisbury Christian Action Group to Rhodesian chiefs and 
headsmen who took part in the recent meeting concerning independence were 
seized by Ruodesian police before they could be sent. 


The Christian Action Group secretary, Mrs. Margaret Moore, interviewed here, 
said the letters "put the non-government point of view on the independence 
issue in vigorous, but moderate terms", 


She said police hed visited the homes of the four members of the branch's 
executive body and confiscated every copye She said it was being examined 
for "possible contradictions of the Law and Order Maintenance Act". 


The action was protested against in a letter printed in The Guardian (England) 
Signed by Mr. C.G. Mazobere, chairman of the Group, Mrs. Moore, and seven 
other Group leaders. It said that their letter to the chiefs and headsmen 
"urged them to indicate their disapproval of the government!s proposals and 
to agree only to independence under majority rule. 


"It foresaw that if independence were granted to the present minority govern- 
ment then there was a danger that a most serious injustice might be done and 
that Christian values might fall into contempt", the letter in The Guardian 
said. 


An inter-racial inter-denominational group of more than 100 Christians earlier 
issued a statement protesting against the meeting of chiefs and headsmen as an 
unsatisfactory method of obtaining a true view of the wishes of the people 

and called for a referendum based upon secret ballot for the entire adult 
population of Rhodesiae (EPS No. 40) | EPS, Geneva 


ished weekly under auspices : World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
men’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 


}aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 


vements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 
% 


No. 41 —- 5th November, 1964 2 


MILLIONS TO OBSERVE 
PRAYER FOR UNITY WEEK 


(Geneva) - Millions of Christians of all confessions around the world will 
again join in prayer during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 


18-25, 1965. 


Theme of the observance is Christian renewal as found in the biblical passages 
"Behold, I Make All Things New" (Rev. 2:15). 


In many communities Protestants, Anglicans, Orthodox, and Roman Catholics 
will hold joint services and study meetings. 


The annual observance is sponsored by the Commission on Faith and Order of 
the World Council of Churches and by the Roman Catholic Association for 
Christian Unity, Lyon, France. As guides to study and prayer both have 
issued similar leaflets which carry the same suggested meditations and 
intercessions. 


An introduction es ie World Gounod Jeaflet declares that "Christ's own 
prayer to the Father 'that they all may ‘be one ... so that the world - may - 
believe ...! is effective only when we are convinced that:God has. made all 
things new s.«, and that God can renew our churches and ourselves day by day", 


It asks Christians to pray during the week for "the unity for which Christ 
asked God, unity in truth and lovey. and unity for witness and service": — 


The WCC leaflet, which has.as its.sub-title the words, "The walle. whieh 
divide us do not reach to heaven", states that "our generation in particular 
has been guided to see that Chie tran renewal is not just an individual matter: 
it involves the wholeness of Christ's Church and the wholeness of human 
Society", 


Included in the daily intercessions:are prayers for the unity of all Christians 
the World Council of Churches, the Evangelical Alliances, the-Jewish people, 
the Roman Catholic Church and the Vatican Council, the Orthodox churches, the 
Anglican Communion, and the:01d Catholic Chureh;.and "for all-churches of all 
nations", and for "the renewal of missionary responsibility in the churches", 
The Paver: seine also petition world peace, the end of racial and national 
conflicts, and "justice for the oppressed, the hungry, and those dispossessed 
of their rights - for the witness of the Gthinalt tn the life of ‘all people.’ 
As a companion to the Week of Prayer leaflet, a series of Bible studies 
designed as a guide for local study groups, pastors, and laymen has been pre- 
pared by the World Council's Department on Faith and Order. Based on the © 
biblical passim for each date they: are titled "Behold I pee All peEnig-in 
New", ‘ ‘ 
| 3 sutipel, | 

Copies of the Week of Prayer leaflet, of which a sample is enclosed with this 
issue of EPS, are available at a cost per 100 copies of &- /13/64.,5 $2. 50; _— 
Swiss Francs 8¢“-, German DM 12. from: Y 

British Council of Churches, 10 Eaton Gate, London S.W. le’ ~ nh oe 

World Council of Churches, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027. 


Copies of the companion Bible studies are available at a cost per copy of 
&-/3/-, $-.50, Swiss France /DM 1,80 from: 
Publications Office, World Council of Churches, 150 route de Ferney, j 
Geneva 20, Switzerland. 
British HAL of Churches, 10 Baton Gate, London, Sa We ae 
“World ‘Council of Churches, 475 Riverside Drive, Néw York, N.Y. 10027: 


ere, 4 * 
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Note to Hditors 


An article on the significance of the 1965 observance of the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity by Dr. Lukas Vischer, research secretary of the WCC!s 
Department on Faith and Order, is available from the Department of Informa~ 
tion, World Council of Churches, 150 route de Ferney, Geneva 20, Switzerland. 
BPS, Geneva 


ROME'S NEW ATTITUDES NO CAUSE FOR 
DELAY IN PRESSING ECUMENICAL CAUSE 


(Guildford) - "We shall do grave disservice to the whole cause of Christian 
unity if the new attitudes of Rome are used as reasons for delay in present 
ecumenical obedience", the Rev. Kenneth Slack, general secretary of the 
British Council of Churches, said here. 


Presenting the last in the present series of Guildford lectures at Guildford 
Cathedral, Mr. Slack said that while "Rome has: greatly changed her attitude, 
She has not yet changed her dogma. . 


"IT do not exclude such change", he continued, "Tf no change were possible 
it would be out of the question to look towards the fuller unity that must 
include Rome, Such changes may well come through that flexible doctrine 

of development which has often perplexed us but may yet be put to ecumenical 
USE 


"But even some of my Roman Catholic friends who are deeply committed to unity 
ask us to be patient with them, and talk of a hundred years before that great 
church can fully share our purposes of unity, Must all acts of unity - of 
reunion ~— wait for such a time? 


"To delay is wholly to mistake Rome's reactions, All the evidence is. that 
Rome positively reassessed the ecumenical movement when she saw us getting 
on with the job, being discontented with a divided Church and setting to work 
to heal the breaches," EPS, Geneva 


GREEK ORTHODOX REGION ADOPTS 
UNIFORM CONSTITUTION, FINANCE PLAN 


(London) - Greek Orthodox representatives from Britain, Norway, Sweden, and 

Malta approved a uniform constitution for their parishes and communities at 

a three~day conference here, They also adopted a system for future financ- 
ing of church activities, 


About 100 delegates attended the conference. The four territories are 
related to the Metropolis or Archdiocese of Thyateira, headed by Metropolitan 
Athenagoras, in London. 


Purpose of the conference was to discuss plans for further development of 

the Greek Orthodox Church, made necessary by the growth in membership’ in the 
four countriese In Britain, for example, the church now has some 125.000 
members, many of them immigrants. Since Metropolitan Athenagoras's appoint- 
ment in March, new communities have been established in five leading English 
cities, including Southampton and Plymouth. EPS, Geneva 
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£1 MILLION APPEAL 
TO FEED “HUNGRY MINDS" 


(London) ~ An appeal for £1 million ($2,800,000) to launch a national 
"Feed the Minds of Millions" campaign was Larnened here by the wrstaae a 


The Archbishop, speaking at St. James's Palace in the presence of huden 
Elizabeth the Queen Mother, and civic leaders from all over Britain, said 
the "passion to read" as millions become literate is "sweeping like a 
forest fire through the nations we have hitherto regarded as backward". 


. “St 
| 


Noting that the United Nations has underway a campaign to make 350 million 
adults literate within ten years, he said the situation presented an "un~ 
parallelled opportunity" for Christians to work together to put the right 
kind of literature into the hands of the new literates. , 


Church and civic leaders throughout the country have pledged their support 
to the campaign which is being sponsored by the Archbishop of York!s Fund, 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, and the National Bible Society of 
Scotland. One immediate aim is to treble the world circulation of 
Seriptures from 50 to 150 million copies, and greatly to increase the out~- 
put of other Christian literature, 


“% *& 


The United Society for Christian Literature (USCL) terminated its own fund 
appeal sixteen months early on October 29 so that the Society could fully. 
support the Archbishop of York's campaign. 


In.doing so the Society announced that it has made financial grants of more 
than £12,000 for Christian publications and printing work in Asia. and: Africa. 


Grants included £10,000 to provide a new offset printing press for the 
Christian Literature Society of Madras, India; £750 for a new mobile van 
to be used by the Council on. Christian Literature for Overseas Chinese, in 
Hong Kong; £400 for a scooter book-van for use in Dodoma, Tanganyika; £40 
for a trade bicycle to be shipped to Congo to aid distribution of the 
Congolese-language magazine Moyo ("Life!t); and a production grant of £100 
to help support the work of ene Christian Council of Nigeria's literature . 
committee. : BRS, Geneva 


-YourE HOSTEL OPENED 
IN BELGIUM 


(Wasmué1, Belgium) - A youth hostel built during the past 18 months by 
teams of German youth as part of the "Atonement Movement" programme has 
been opened in this industrial area, 


The hostel is designed for young people without families and others in 
need, and as a place for ecumenical youth meetings. 


Masmuél has been hard hit by the economic crisis; 66 of the 68 mines in 
‘the vicinity have been closed, . EPS ,. Geneva’ 
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TCRS GIVES MOZAMBIQUE 
REFUGEES BLANKETS, CLOTHES 


(Dar-es-Salaam, meee - Five thousand blankets, and clothing for about 
1,000 persons, have been given to refugees from Mozambique by the Tanganyika 
poeta Refugee Service. 


The Mozambicans, who recently crossed into Tanzania (the new name for the 
United Republic of Tanganyika and Zanzibar), have been placed in camps in 
the south of the country. It has still to be decided whether they shall be 
permanently settled in Tanzania, 


Set up originally to aid refugees from Rwanda and the Congo, who now number 
some 24,000, the Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service is administered by the 
Lutheran World Federation on behalf of the member churches of the World 
Council of Churches, 


The decision to give immediate help to the Mozambican refugees through the 
Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service was taken by two visiting LWF executives, 
Dr. Bruno Muetzelfeldt, director, and Pastor Hugene Ries, secretary for 
resettlement and rehabilitation, Department of World Service. Blankets and 
clothes were available for distribution because Lutheran World Relief, USA, 
had established an emergency depot in Tanzania. 


Mr. Lisinde, Minister for Home Affairs, and Mr. L.N. Sijaona, aiarer of 
State, saw the LWF representatives and were told that the TCRS is ready to 
do all it can to help refugees who wish to settle in Tanzania. Dr. 
Muetzelfeldt and Pastor Ries said they appreciated the readiness of the 
government to admit refugees from neighbouring states coming into the 
country. EPS, Geneva 


AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
APPROVES COOPERATIVE AGENCY PLAN 


(Columbus, Ohio) - The American Lutheran Church gave unanimous endorsement 
here to plans for a new cooperative agency in which most of the 8,580,000 
Lutherans in the USA wouid be represented in a joint programme of theological 
study and Christian service. 


By a standing vote, and without debate, the nearly 1,000 delegates at the 
church!s second convention approved a constitution for the inclusive inter- 
Lutheran agency and authorized membership in it, 


Besides the ALC, churches’ involved in negotiations to set up the new council 
are the Lutheran Church in America, the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 
end the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, 


If approved the new agency, to be. known as the "Lutheran Council in the USA", 
would. begin functioning in 1967. . It would succeed the present National 
Lutheran Council formed in 1918, Cooperation in this Council resulted in 
recent years in two four--church unions that reduced its membership to the 
LCA and ALC and led to plans for the more inclusive agencye 


In another action the delegates adopted a policy statement deploring racial, 
group, and class prejudice as a violation of God's will. EPS, Geneva 


On October. 27 both universities held a joint opening service attended by 


“Meer. I.C- Giaquinta, speaking at a round-table conference sponsored by the 


‘Many of them are ignorant of the church's teachings and without basic know- 
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DR. HROMADKA VIEWS CHINA'S 
BOMB WITH "DEEP ANXIETY" 


(Prague) = Members of the Prague Christian Peace Conference view the news 
of China's explosion of its first atomic. bomb with "surprise and deep 
anxiety", Conference president Dr. J.L. Hromadka declared. 


Interviewed at a press conference here, Dr. Hromadka said that while he 
could not speak. officially for the Conference, it had a long-standing 
record of opposition to nuclear weapons testing and he was convinced he — 
spoke on behalf of most of its members in protesting against the Chinese 
explosion. 


He added, however, that nations which have worked to keep China out of cli 
United Nations have no right to condemn its action. 


"Our protest against what China has done goes hand in hand with an urgent 
appeal to get rid of this abnormal situation and through negotiations and 
conversations to convince the People!s Republic of China that it is in the 
interest of all mankind, including the Chinese people, to abolish nuclear 


‘armaments and all forms of nuclear testing", he asserted. EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC OFFER AIDS 
CONGO PROTESTANT UNIVERSITY 


(Leopoldville) - The Free University at Stanleyville, Congo, has opened its 
doors for its third academic year - at the Roman Catholic university in 
Leopoldville, 


The offer to use the Roman Catholic institution's facilities was made to the 
young Protestant university by Catholic officials when it became obvious 
that rebel activities in the Stanleyville area would make it impossible to 
open there this year. ; 


Roman Catholic authorities have told the Protestant university leaders bce 
can use the classrooms and offices as long as the situation requires, 


Congo President Moise Tschombe, EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT LATIN AMERICAN GAINS 
ATTRIBUTED TO PRIEST SHORTAGE 


‘(Buenos Aires) ~ The spectacular growth of Protestantism in Latin America | 


was attributed here by a Roman Catholic authority to the continuing shortage — 
of priests "to cope with the spiritual needs of the growing population", . 


city's Serra Club at the Catholic University of Buenos Aires, said that in 


a 13-year ce (1948- oe Protestantism had grown from 100,000 members 
to 7,800,000. 


He said that while there are 200 million baptized Catholics on the continent 


ledge of their religion. He noted that there are only 37,000 priests in 
Latin America - one for every 5,500 Catholics. EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH AGENCY ASKS NEGOTIATED 
"DISENGAGEMENT" IN VIETNAM 


(Auckland) - To say that the government of North Vietnam is Communist and 
should be eliminated and that South Vietnam is on the side of democracy and 
Should be protected is a false assumption, according to the New Zealand 
Commission of Churches on International Affairs. 


The commission issued a statement on the Vietnam struggle for the guidance 
of the National Council of Churches. It sought to answer these questions: 
"Should New Zealand involve itself in military action in South Vietnam®, 
Should it confine itself to cooperative aid?" 


It noted that New Zealand sent army engineers to South Vietnam in September 
because of the "influence" of the United States. 


It said the churches should oppose New Zealand involvement in direct military 
action in South Vietnam. Most decidedly New Zealand should give humani- 
tarian civilian aid, but always on a non~combatant basis, it added. 


The commission said it sees no. likelihood that the war will lead to peace 
and orderly government until there is disengagement by other nations and 
some form of neutralization takes place under United Nations supervision. 
"In the long run, the strong desire for national self-determination and 
Asian solidarity would prove to be decisive", it declared. — EPS, Geneva 


MUFTI'S RELIGIOUS DECREE BANS 
SALE OF LAND TO FOREIGNERS 


(Jerusalem) ~ Grand Mufti Sheikh Abdullah Ghawshah has issued a religious 
ruling banning the sale of Muslim property in Old Jerusalem and other Holy 
Land areas in Jordan to so-called foreigners. 


The ruling said that any person selling such land is to be branded a "traitor 
to his religion and nation". 


Muslim leaders have been urging the Jordanian government to issue an official 
decree forbidding the transfer of Holy Land property to "foreigners" or 
"Christian churches", They claim that such transfers are a "danger to the 
Arabic and Islamic character of the Holy City". EPS, Geneva 


INTER-FAITH DRIVE 
ON POVERTY URGED 


(Rome) - Cardinal Silva Henriquez of Santiago, Chile, in an address to the 
Vatican Council, called for an international organization to attack world 
poverty. This organization, he said, should sponsor an annual inter- 
denominational collection to be used for the poor throughout the world. 


The Cardinal noted this suggestion had been made some years ago by Oscar 
Cullmann, the noted Swiss Protestant theologian. Cardinal Silva said the 
collection would have an almost sacramental character since it would 
represent the unity of Christians. EPS, Geneva 
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IVORY COAST METHODISTS 
MARK 50TH ANNIVERSARY 


(Abidjan, Ivory Coast) - Thousands of persons marched in procession through 
the streets of this city to mark the 50th anniversary of the founding of 
the Methodist Church in the Republic of the Ivory Coast, 


Highlight of the jubilee celebrations was the inauguration of the new head 
of the church, the Rev. Samson Nandjui, at a service attended by the 
President of the Republic, Felix Houphouet-Boigny. 


The church was founded in 1914 as the result of efforts o* the Prophet 
Harris, a Liberian who is credited with the conversion of some 300 villages 
with a total of 100,000 inhabitants in the Abidjan area. HPS, Geneva 


PRIEST SAYS CATHOLICS CAN ACCEPT 


SUPPORT OF BIRTH CONTROL PLANS 


(Washington, D.C. on ~ Roman Catholics, "on morally sound ground", can 
tolerate the use of government funds for birth control programmes if the 
government takes into account "the conscience of those for whom artificial 
birth control is morally unacceptable", a Roman Catholic lawyer said here. 


Father Robert fF. Drinan, S.J., dean of Boston College Law School, speaking : 


to the 37th annual conference of the Catholic Association for International 
Peace, said: "It is a misleading oversimplification to assert, as many 
Catholics do, that the natural law forbids the use of artificial birth 
control and that the state may not ethically encourage or promote family 
limitation." 


Accepting this assertion, he. said, Catholics should be able to tolerate 


use of public funds to purchase be oth control devices and supply information 


for welfare recipients if, at the same time, equal emphasis is given to the 


So-called rhythm method or natural methods backed by the Catholic Church, 


EPS, Geneva 


GENEVESE MARK 400TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF CALVIN'S DEATH 


(Geneva) - Thousands of Genevese braved rain and cold winds here on Sunday, 
November 1, for a ceremony in front of the city's famed "Reformation Wall" 
marking es opening of observances of the 400th anniversary of the. death 
of John Calvin. 


The Rev. Alain Perrot, moderator of the Geneva Company of Pastors, told the 
assembled throng that it is thanks to Calvin ae "Geneva became Geneva.- 


"We do not regard Calvin as responsible for a certain cold, narrow morality", — 
he declared, "To do so is a tremendous mistake, historically, psycho- 
logically and theologically... We know that the Geneva Reformer was the 4 
pastor and the theologian of the liberating, victorious grace of the eee 
Gode We believe that everything. genuine and good in our history is 

derived from Calvin," EPS, Geneva. 
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MEXICAN PRESBYTERIANS 
TO STUDY ORDINATION OF WOMEN 


(Oaxaca, Mexico) - Delégates to the General Assembly of the National Presby- 
terian Church of Mexico, meeting here October 21-28, voted to name a special 
committee to study the future position of women in their church. 


The issue arose unexpectedly during discussion of a point in the church's 
constitution which limits ordination as elders and deacons to men, on 
Scriptural authority. Several members of the Assembly questioned the 
validity of this idea, terming it untrue to the nature of the church. They 
pointed out that women had been working in the National Presbyterian Church 
from its beginning and that one of the first evangelical missionaries in 
Mexico was a Presbyterian woman (Miss Melinda Rankin, who taught school and 
distributed Bibles there after religious freedom was granted in Mexico in 


1857). 


They also called attention to the fact that churches in other countries have 
ordained women as elders and even as pastors. Presbyterians US this year 
took this step, approving the ordination of women. ¥: EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICANS WILL NAME AFRICAN 
CHIEF OF RACE RELATIONS DEPARTMENT 


(Johannesburg) ~ Anglican Bishop Leslie RE, Stradling of Johannesburg 
announced at a diocesan meeting here that he plans to create a new arch- 
deaconry headed by an African to help promote racial unity and advise him 
on church affairs concerning African Anglicans. 


The bishop said that while Anglicans are working toward-integration of the 
races within the church, there still exists a "big gap between theory and 
practice", . veh i uth & 


The diocese voted to introduce a 90-day vigil in all churches as a silent 
protest against the South African 90-day detention law under which police 
may arrest’ persons suspected of Subversion, hold them incommunicado and 
without charges or trial, and continue to re-arrest and hold them for 
Successive 90-day periods, HPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT-CATHOLIC.."DAY OF RENEWAL" 
URGED TO REPLAGE- "REFORMATION DAY". 


(Gak’Park, T2117) Dr. Howard Schomer, president of Chicago Theological 
Seminary; urged in-an.address here that the traditional Protestant emphasis 
on. a Reformation Day be replaced in the future by a joint Protestant- 
Catholic-Orthodox Day of Renewal. 

Expressing -hope that 1964-may be "the last year in which it is felt appro- 
priate to-hold exclusively Protestant Reformation Day services", Dr. Schomer 
added: ."In the mind of Christ there can be only one Reformation, even as 
there. is only one Church,. - 


"The time has finally come for Protestants to recognize publicly that their 

16th century Reformation was a failure, and for Catholics to recognize 

publicly that their 16th century 'Counter-Reformation! was an equal failure." 
EPS, Geneva 
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CATHOLIC YOUTH GROUP IN SPAIN 
PROTESTS AGAINST PUBLICATION'S CENSORSHIP 


(Madrid) - A Roman Catholic group has denounced what it described as rigor- 
ous and arbitrary press curbs by state censorship. 


The group, the youth branch of Spanish Catholic Action, pledged itself to 
fight "with all our forces" for freedom of opinion in a "dignified and 
honourable" fashion. 


The Catholic Action movement is the militant lay arm of the church, subject 
to the hierarchy. The protest against government censorship arose from 
difficulties that the weekly Signo (Sign) published by the Catholic Action's 
youth branch apparently had been experiencing lately. 


Signo advocated reforms in Spain to attain greater social justice. It also 
supports the "progressive" wing at the Vatican Council. EPS, Geneva 


MAJOR OBSTACLES ARE CITED 
AT BAPTIST UNITY TALKS 


(Washington, D.C.) - Fear of the ecumenical movement, the racial issue, and 
differences on the doctrine of salvation, loomed as major obstacles in a 
move aimed at uniting the Southern Baptist Convention with the American 
Baptist Convention. 


The differences were evident in speeches and discussion at a non-official 
Baptist Unity Conference, held here. Some 60 representatives of Southern 
Baptist and American Baptist groups participated. 


Baptists in the US divided in 1854 into two major groups, the ienenedal 
Baptist Convention and the Northern Societies, which became known as the 
Northern Baptist Convention in 1907 and the American Baptist Convention in 


1950. The division was based primarily upon geographical differences and 
the traditions and ideas peculiar to both sections of the country, inclrding 
the question of slavery. EPS, Geneva 


FEWER STATUES, IMAGES OF SAINTS 
FORECAST FOR BRAZILIAN R.C. CHURCHES 


(Rio de Janeiro) = The Liturgy Committee of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of Rio de Janeiro announced here that on completion of the current Vatican 
Council session new rules will be drafted on the use of statues in churches. 


It said the regulations will be based on Vatican Council recommendations to - 
prevent exaggerated devotion to saints "sometimes erroneously placed higher, 
in external worship, than God", 


A committee spokesman said that for the time being the number of statues in 
churches has not been expressly limited. However, parish priests have 
already been told not to install numerous lateral altars. Vatican Council 
recommendations, he said, have spurred several Brazilian bishops to remove 
many images from churches in their dioceses, EPS, Geneva 


No, 41 -— 5th November, 1964 iain bs 


WCC LEADER DESCRIBES PAN-ORTHODOX 
CONFERENCE AS "GREAT STEP FORWARD" 


(Rhodes) - A message of greeting from the World Council of Churches was read | 
to one of the opening sessions of the pan-Orthodox conference convened here. 


Signed by WCC general secretary Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, the message said 
the conference represented "a great step forward" = one which "will have a 
great significance for the whole ecumenical movement". (See document 
appended for full text of WCC message. ) 


A message from Pope Paul VI greeted the delegates as "very dear brethren in 
Christ" and expressed the Pontiff's prayer that "the love which we draw from 
the table of the Lord may guide us, so that every day we may grow in unity 
-of spirit in the bond of peace". The Pope signed himself "Bishop of Rome", 
the title by which he is recognized by the Orthodox. | 


A major agenda item of this 15-day meeting (November 1-15) will be the 
discussion of Orthodox relations with the Roman Catholic Church. The last 
pan-Orthodox conference held in 1963 approved dialogue with the Roman 
Catholic Church if it is conducted onan "equal footing", 


* * * 


A cable of appreciation for the WCC's message received at Council head-~ i 
quarters in Geneva expressed the conference's warm gratitude to Dr. Visser | 
't Hooft and all the WCC's member churches, EPS, Geneva | 


JAPAN CHURCH ASSEMBLY 
VOTES DOWN RULES REVISION PROPOSAL 


(Tokyo) + The 14th General “Assembly of the United Church of Christ in Japan 
(Kyodan) voted down a proposal to increase the size of its Standing Committee 
by adding ten clergy to the present total of 27 members. 


Delegates to the four-day session took the action in rejecting a recommenda- 
tion of a special Committee on the Revision of Rules which had suggested the 
additional membership as a means of providing more balanced representation 
of the church's 14 districts. 


Opponents of the proposal criticized it on the grounds that it would over- " 
weight the Committee with clergy. 


The 27-member Committee elected by the Assembly is composed of 14 clergy and 
13 laymen and women. About half of its members are newly elected and this 
group is notable for the fact that the average age is considerably lower 
than that of the other members. . 


A report presented to the Assembly showed the church has a total of 193,435 
members, an increase of 5,891 over the 1963 figure. It has 1,608 churches 
and preaching posts. i 


The Assembly re-elected Isamu Omura to another term as moderator. 
. EPS, Geneva 


A 
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CHAPLAINS! COMMISSION OPPOSES 
COMPULSORY CHAPEL ATTENDANCE 


(Washington) -~ Compulsory chapel attendance for students at US military 
academies has been condemned by the General Commission on Chaplains and 
Armed Forces Personnel as a violation of individual constitutional rights. 


While expressing sympathy with the intentions of such an order, the chap- 
lains! group held that "any requirement by the state of compulsory attend- 
ance at services of worship is contrary to the principles of religious 
freedom and the constitutional rights of the individual citizen. 


"Our religious history and experience have amply demonstrated that volun- 
tarism is an essential element in the health and vitality of the religious 


. life of individuals, churches, and synagogues", the chaplains said. ‘We 


believe that the military establishment would experience the same positive 
values if it consistently adhered to that principle", especially if cadets 
were encouraged to attend "the worship services of their choice". 


eS Gee at 


The second general convention of the American Lutheran Church meeting in 
Columbus, Ohio, has proposed that cadets and midshipmen at the United States 
army, air force, and naval academies be permitted to attend religious 
services of their choice in lieu of compulsory attendance at interdenomi- 
national chapel services. EPS, Geneva 


MILK SHORTAGE THREATENS U.S. CHURCHES! 
OVERSEAS FEEDING PROGRAMMES 


(New York) - A shortage of contributed dry milk under the US Government 
P.L. 480 Title LII programme is seriously threatening the US churches! .. 


. overseas feeding programmes, a Church World Service officer warned this. 
week, 


James MacCracken, associate executive director of CWS, issued an urgent 
appeal to volunteers in its Christian Rural Overseas Programme (CROP) to 


_ help increase donations of dry milk and funds to purchase milk for ship- 
_ ment overseas. 


Ae said the cut in government-donated milk supplies to the voluntary 


agencies reflects the over~all reduction, expected to be approximately 
50 per cent, of commodities which will be available during 1965 under the 
P.L. 480 programme, 


CWS feeding programmes in Asia.and Africa eee hardest hit, he 
said, particularly in Hong Kong, India - which is suffering a severe food ~ 


shortage - Korea, Taiwan, and Algeria,and the Congo. EPS, Geneva © 


IN BRIEF 


"We are witnessing revival such as I have never seen since I first came in ; 
1943 and many are coming to Christ", reads a report from the Bible Society fF 
in Burundi, which has been a troubled area because of the tribal difficulti 
which have followed independence. "They want Kirundi New Testaments and i: 
there are any available I want them to have them, as it is all they have to 
help them in their spiritual lives," 


Kalin Bia, 
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Protestants, Roman Catholics, and Jews in Lomas del Palomar, Argentina, 
marked "Mother's Day" on October 18 at an open-air service attended by some 
500 persons. The service was divided into three parts of half an hour & 
each: a Roman Catholic priest officiated at a mass; the Jewish rabbi read 
passages from the Talmud and the Old Testament and spoke of the meaning of 
motherhood in Judaism; and a Protestant minister officiated at a short 
service at which he spoke of motherhood and the role of women in the con- 
temporary world. Organizers of the service hope to hold similar joint 
observances in the future, 


* * * 


Seven Northern clergymen were among 27 persons arrested in Magnolia, Miss., 
last week on trespass charges when they attempted to conduct a voter. 
registration demonstration at the closed office of the Circuit Court clerk. 
The clergymen ~ six United Presbyterian ministers and a rabbi ~ were in 
Mississippi under the auspices of the National Council of Churches, The 
NCC is recruiting clergymen who can volunteer to serve in. the Mississippi 
project for periods ranging from a week to a month. The plan is to have 
18 clergy volunteers in the state at all times, 


* *% * 


Work with women and youth groups were selected as the two major emphases 
for the churches! work at the recent Cooperative Evangelism Conference held 
in Karuizawa, Japan. Members of district committees, missionaries of The 
United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan), and women's and youth committee 
members at the three-day meeting recommended up-to-date study materials, 
and stronger leadership training programmes, among other projects... - 


He One * 


An American Protestant missionary and two Belgian Roman Catholic mission- 
aries are reported to have been killed by rebel forces in the Congo. The 


American, 34-year-old William Scholten, of the "Unevangelized Field Missions", 


&@ non-denominational agency, is reported to have died after repeated beat- 
ings. The two Roman Catholic missionaries were killed during an unsuccess- 
ful rebel attack on the town of Katako-Kombe. Another American missionary, 
Dr. Paul Carlson, has been arrested for "spying", and is being tried by a 
rebel force's "military tribunal". 


Seah ae) | oe Pe 


More than 2,000 Jews carrying lighted candles staged a silent march to the 
Soviet Mission of the United Nations in New York to protest against alleged 
"discrimination and oppression" of the Jewish people in Russia. The march 
followed a mass rally at Hunter College launching a "summons to action on 
behalf of our fellow Jews entrapped in the vast and terrifying Soviet zone 
of silence", Both demonstrations were sponsored by the New York Conference 
on Soviet Jewry which is made up of local affiliates of 26 national “Wats head & 

_ regional Jewish organizations, oe 


%* * * 


Sixty teachers are working in Kenya, Nigeria, Tanzania, Congo, Zambia, and 


Malawi under the Teachers Abroad Programme in Africa of the Mennonite Central 


Committee (USA). Efforts are being made to assign at least another oye 
teachers in 1965, 


a Ni 3 OM 


\ 


‘October 30 celebrating: the 125th anniversary of the establishment of the 
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October was marked as "Christian Reading Month" in Japan, with Christian 
publishers and booksellers cooperating in special promotion of good books* 
and scheduling several important publishing events. A two-day seminar for 
Christian journalists was sponsored: by the National Christian Council's’ 
Christian Literature Commission in connection with the observance. 

* * * 


The British Council of Churches will approach the new Home Secretary (Sir 
Frank Soskice) to discuss the question of implementing some or all of the 
recommendations in that part of the Wolfenden Report which proposes that 
homosexual conduct in private between consenting adult males should not be 

a criminal offence. A resolution to this effect was carried by twenty-five 
votes to four at the Council's recent half-yearly meeting. 


El Aircel Ut 3 


National. board members of: the YWCA of the USA and the National Council of 
Jewish Women met together last week in New York for the first time to explore 
common interests in civil rights and to chart joint programmes. Integrated 
education, open housing, voter registration, and voluntary compliance with 
the civil rights law, particularly the public accommodations section, were 
the four areas discussed in detail. 


*¥ * 
A Roman Catholic priest has been named to the 55-member ‘board of the Detroit 
Council of Churches! Department of Radio and Television. Father Edmund 
Battersby, director of the Detroit Archdiocese's Information Bureau, will be 


@ non-voting member of. the board. He is believed to be the first priest — 
named to membership on a board of an interdenominational council of churches. 


* * 


Voting now taking place in dioceses of the Church of England on the question 


of union with the Methodist Church shows a "very even balance" on both sides 


of the issue, it is reported in London. The final results of the poll will 
not be known till the end of the year. | | Bt ie 


* * * 


An appeal to support the Red Cross Blood Bank programme in Japan has been’ 
issued to local churches by the Social Affairs Committee of the United Church 
of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) in connection with the government's attempt to 


overcome what is considered a dangerous situation in the supplying of blood 
for transfusions. Fe eek ed | iat , 


er ee 
Even if there were only one non-Roman Catholic Christian in Spain he should 
be entitled to understanding and respect, Professor Ruiz Jimenez said in th 
Diaro Vaseo published in San Sebastian. Professor Jimenez, the only Spanish 


layman invited to attend the Vatican Council, said that "we Spanish Catholics 
have no right to put obstacles in the way of the great ecumenical MOVEMENT +." 


* x * 
A commemorative service was held in Baptist churches throughout Denmark on 


first Baptist church in the country. ag EPS, Geneva 
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GREETINGS OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
AT THE OPENING OF THE PAN-ORTHODOX CONFERENCE 
AT RHODES ON THE 1ST NOVEMBER, 1964 


Right Reverend President, Your Grace, Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen: 


It is a great pleasure for me, as General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, to convey the warm greetings of the World Council to all of you 
who are gathered at: Rhodes for the Third Pan-Orthodox Conference. AL of 
the member churches of the WCC express their gratitude to the Holy Trinity 
because one of the most important and largest churches amongst them, the 
Holy Orthodox Church, gathers together for the third time within four years 
the representatives of the autocephalous churches. — 


Every pan-Orthodox meeting has a great importance for all the member churches 
of the WCC because it is the most eloquent proof of the profound spiritual 
unity which binds all the autocephalous Orthodox churches together in the one 
unbroken communion throughout the centuries. The fidelity of Orthodoxy to 
the continuity of church life is one of the paramount witnesses of the power- 
ful cooperation in Christ within the fellowship of the WCC. 


Especially today when we experience new developments in the ecumenical move- 
ment which has started amongst Orthodox, Anglican, and Protestant churches 
some decades ago, this holy gathering has a tremendous importance for all 
churches and for further progress towards the true ecumenism, Right from 
the beginning of the existence of the ecumenical movement Orthodox churches 
were present and active in it. They were, with the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
amongst the first church communions which founded this koinonia ton ekklesion, 
and at present all autocephalous Orthodox churches are member churches of the 
WCC. One can, therefore, with full conviction say that the WCC is an 
expression of a movement which brings the churches together in order to shape 
an authentic ecumenism by common prayer and action. 


This fellowship of churches within the WCC has no confessional basis of its 
own and has no geographical centre whatever. It is a movement of the 
churches; it provides the means and opportunity for the churches to meet 
anywhere in the world in the name of Christ and the uniting power of the 
Paraclete. The WCC wants to be at the diakonia of the churches that are 
engaged to stay and together to march forward in realizing more and more what 
they, as historical churches through their representatives, find right and 
appropriate in order that they may renew their life and mission in the world, 
preach together the one Gospel and thus progress in the search for a dynamic 
concept of unity. The WCC therefore has no ecumenism of its own to suggest, 
nor does it represent the ecumenism of any one church confession. Through 
general assemblies, conferences, study, the discussion of new programmes in 
common for mission and evangelism, the inter-church aid as diakonia of the 
churches, and the clear attitude against all kinds of proselytism, the WCC 
wants to be an expression of the living prophetic word. It thus appeals to 
all church members and leaders to stay and pray and act together so that the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, framing together the whole Body of Christ, may lead 
us all to reach the unity of faith in the fulness of Christ. 


/It is evident 
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It is evident that such an open attitude regards the meeting of two or more 
churches standing close to each other as one of the necessary means to ~ 
advance the ecumenical cause. It is expected, however, that such dialogues 
should not for a moment lose sight of the whole ecumenical effort and of all 
of the other churches engaged in it. All these meetings of two or more 
churches should be understood as a service and an exhortation to all other 
churches which are not directly engaged in them, but whose witness and 
experience can be helpful here for the whole ecumenical movement. 


That is why this planning conference of the dialogue between Orthodoxy and 
Roman Catholicism is a great step forward. It will have a great signifi- 
cance for the whole ecumenical movement, especially because the Orthodox 
Church has always had a profound sense of integral ecumenism and of the unity 
of all Christians as expressed by the Encyclical of the Ecumenical Patriarch 
in 1920 and by the programme of ecumenical action adopted by the pan-Orthodox 
meetings in Rhodes in 1961 and 1963. 


On the other hand it is with great pleasure that one has to greet the 
decision of the Roman Catholic Church to share in the general effort of the 
ecumenical movement. It is a very encouraging sign that the Second Vatican 
Council is trying to break through and adopt a new attitude towards the other 
churches, which themselves are already, since the beginning of this century, 
sharing in the ecumenical effort. May God strengthen all those at this 
moment in Rome who seek for new relationships with the other churches. and 
guide their steps towards the service of the unity of all Christian churches, 


Therefore, the World Council of Churches greets this Holy Synaxis with the 
biblical words with which all churches have to greet each other on similar 
occasions. I repeat them now as the greeting of all the member churches of 
.the family of the WCC: "Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice. 
_tet your moderation be known unto all men." (Phil. 4: 4-5) 


DR. WeAe VISSER 'T HOOFT 
General Secretary of the 
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WIDER COLLABORATION URGED OF 
CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 


(Taizé,. France) - Wider collaboration between Christian university 
students of all churches in study, service, common witness, and worship 
was called for here by a consultation on "The Christian Community in 
the University world". 


The four-day meeting was the third in a series sponsored jointly by 
the World Student Christian Federation, an association of student 
organizations with primarily Protestant and Orthodox membership,and 
Pax Romana, the international movement of Roman Catholic students and 
graduates. It was the first, however, to discuss a specifically ecu- 
menical and theological theme. 


some 40 participants from 20 countries and all continents took part. 
.The consultation was held at the Taizé monastery, headquarters of the 
Protestant brotherhood dedicated to the furthering of Christian unity. 


Terming Bible study the central point of common study in the university, 
the consultation urged that every university have such a study group 
and that there also be joint study of history and theology. 


Christian students of all churches have.a common responsibility for 
dialogue with non-Christians and this involves theological study and 
the seeking for an articulation of the Christian faith in appropriate 
terms for the current intellectual situation in the university world, 
it said. 
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In the field of common worship the consultation called for a study by all 
groups of the Vatican Council schema on ecumenism, once it is promulgated, 


to détermine what common forms of worship are possible. 


The consultation stressed that there are already many occasions and possi- 
bilities for non-liturgical or informal worship among students and that 
these should be made use of and that university people should strive to 
create - or "invent" - common prayer forms which correspond more fully to 
contemporary requirements. te 


One practical suggestion advanced was that a common service of renewal of 
baptismal vows be held at the beginning of each academic year. The congul- 
tation also discussed the possibility of the creation of new structures and 
common organiZations, such as already exist in some places. 


Consultation recommendations will be forwarded to the affiliated organ-- 
izations of both movements. Previous joint consultations were held in 1955 
and in 1961. EPS, Geneva 


'CHRISTIAN- ENCOUNTER" 

PLANNED IN ENGLAND 

(Liverpool) - An intensive four-day "Christian Encounter" involving Christians 
and non-Christians is planned at the University of Liverpool, Nov. 23-27. 


Dr. Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury; Dr: George F; Macleod, a 
former moderator of the Church of Scotland; and the Rev. Joseph Christie, 
Sede, a Roman Catholic priest, head the programme. 


More than 300 "coffee parties" during the campaign will give Christians and 


non-Christians an opportunity to explore together the issues facing 

Christianity in the modern world. The Archbishop of Canterbury will give 
four talks which will be relayed throughout the campus via ¢losed-cirecuit 
television. . moe : ah '; EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT CHURCHES IN BRAZIL CITY 
INCREASE MEMBERSHIP BY 75 PER CENT 


(Aracaju, Brazil). - Membership of Protestant churches here '. was: -inereased 
by more than 75 per cent, as the result. of an intensive evangelistic. campaign 
sponsored by the Presbyterian Church of Brazil through its Presbyterian: 


Committee of Evangelism (CPE). 

When preparation for the city-wide crusade began last February, the city's 
ten Protestant churches - three Presbyterian, three Baptist» two | 
Congregational, one Pentecostal and one independent - had a combined member- 
ship of 2,200. Under the leadership of the CPE, these churches launched 
programmes of visitation to every home in the, city of more than 130,0003 
preaching: on street corners as well as in churches; publicity, by radio, 
public address systems, posters, tracts and personal invitations; training 
of choirs and a brass band; and preparation of ministers and laymen as 
counsellors and. follow-up visitors. Sahiniga . 


By the final’ week of evangelistic services, held recently in the local 

football stadium, there were 1,200 persons preparing for church membership, 

and 520 more’ made decisions to become Christians during the closing services. 
EPS, Geneva 


a 
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EDITOR SAYS ANGLICANS TRUST FUND 
NOT "SACROS..NCT" 


(Toronto) - The Anglican Church of Canada has been severely criticized in 
its own national publication for "sitting on" $50 million in trust funds 
while committing itself to raise $2,500,000 for Anglican world missions in 
a five-year period. 


Arnold Edinborough, author, editor, and university professor wrote in the 
Canadian Churchman that "if love of money be the root of evil, we should 
take very close look at the roots of the Anglican Church". 


While acknowledging that a trust is a trust, Mr. Edinborough said that when 
he asked, at a diocesan meeting, why the church could not dig into capital, 
he was. told bluntly that it was "sacrosanct". 


"That word sacrosanct stuck in my gullet'', he said, adding: "How can 
churchmen square their attitude with the statement of Jesus in the Sermon 
on the Mount: ‘Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth where moth 
and rust doth corrupt...!" 


Mr. Edinborough said the real estate holdings of the Anglican Church could 
be measured in hundreds of millions of dollars, and that a considerable 
portion of church workers! time is taken up with administering trust funds 
and real estate businesses. . . 


"Tf the church in Canada were to agree to divest itself of even one-tenth 
of its present endowment and trust money, we would be able to send several 
times the amount we have already undertaken to raise for Anglican world 
missions." . HPS, Geneva. 


ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY EXPRESSES 
CONCERN AT MISREPRESENTATION OF APARTHEID STATEMENT 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury has expressed concern at the "mis- 
representation" of recent British Council of Churches discussions concerning 
apartheid in South Africa. (EPS No. 40) 


Writing as president of the Council, the Archbishop emphasized in a state- 
ment issued here that. the British Council statement at no point approved a. 
policy of "prophylactic violence", as has been claimed, by some South 
African press. 


He said this phrase occurs only in a passage of the report presented to the 
council and that it was "simply describing the Sr eUne iS of those who call 
for the military enforcement of sanctions. 


"This policy is then explicitly rejected", he stated. "It is deeply to be 
regretted that any impression should have been gained in South Africa that 
the British Council of Churches supports this policy." 


The British Council statement called upon the Government to "consider as a 
matter of urgency what measures are required to ensure that Britain and her 
citizens no’ longer act in such a way as to encourage apartheid". It was 
based upon recommendations of a report submitted by a special committee 


which had been studying South African i SEER for 12 months. 
EPS, Geneva 
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BIBLE DISTRIBUTION IN COLARADO 
SCHOOLS RULED ILLEGAL 


(Pueblo, Colo.) - The Attorney General of Colorado has ruled that it is 
illegal to distribute Bibles to public school children in the state. 


Pueblo'!s Board of Education had requested his opinion on the legality of its 
plan to distribute 15,000 copies of the New Testament ia the city's schools. 


The Attorney General's opinion held that Bible distribution in the public 
schools would violate the lst and 14th amendments of the US Constitution and 
the section of the state constitujion dealing with religious freedom. This 
section concludes: "Nor shall any preference be given by law to any religious 
denomination or mode of wrship." 


He said it would violate the US Constitution's first amendment because, even 
if the children were not compelled to accept the Bibles, "the use of the 
public schools for distribution purposes would indicate state endorsement 
and would constitute religious preference". EPS, Geneva 


NEW CONTROVERSY OVER CANADIAN 
CHURCH CURRICULUM CONTINUES 


(Toronto) - Controversy concerning the United Church of Canada's new Sunday 
school curriculum heightened here with announcement by the Toronto Association 
of Baptist Churches that it would discontinue use of the material. (EPS No. 40) 


The Association said it would not use the new curriculum, which is a joint 
Baptist-United Church project, because of theological differences concerning 
its content. 


The curriculum, 12 years in preparation, has been staunchly defended by the 
editor of the United Church Observer, Dr. A. CO. Forrest. In a recent "open 
letter", Dr. Forrest said condemnations of the curriculum represented a 
"fantastic distortion ... of another church's teachings ..' While errors 

and inconsistencies might eventually be uncovered in the curriculum, he said, 
careful study would show it was not a new interpretation. 


Dr. Forrest's letter was written in direct answer to a charge by the 
Rev. A. W. Ness, a Pentecostal clergyman, that the church had "gone officially 
on record as denying ..«-e the Virgin Birth ..."' 


Much of the controversy has centred around the word "myth" which in theo- 
logical thinking, ascording to those who prepared the curriculum, means 
"orofound spiritual truth conveyed in picturesque form". The new curriculum 
takes the approach that the first 11 chapters of the Bible are myth. 


The British Columbia Catholic, a diocesan newspaper, has defended the United 
Church usage of the word "myth", and Father Edward Bader of the Catholic 
Information Center in Toronto, went on the air to reply to criticisms. 


"I find these criticisms both unfair and untrue", he said. "... I have 
found the two books for the adult level give clear profession of Christ's 
Divinity and Resurrection." : oie Hoe gs § Geneva | 
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CARDINAL RITTER CONTRIBUTES 
ARTICLE ON WCC UNITY WEEK 


(New York) ~ Joseph Cardinal Ritter, Roman Catholic Archbishop of St. Louis, 
in an article written for the World Council of Churches "Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity", said that "evidences of renewal within the churches abound 
to snch a marked degree that we can see clearly that God is again redeeming 
His pledge to ‘make all things new!". 


The article, the first written by a Roman Catholic prelate for the series 
issued in connection with the WCC observance, to be marked next January 
18-25, was requested by the Council's New York office for distribution to 
US church-related journals. The series also includes articles by prominent 
Protestant and Orthodox leaders. 


Basing his article on the Week's theme, "Behold I Make All Things New", the 
Cardinal declared that these words have "a profound significance for 
Christians of ovr era". He added: 


"In response to this outpouring of Divine Grace, we do well to manifest our 
submissiveness: to the Father of us all, by joining in prayer for the unity 
which He wills. , 


"The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity affords Christians of every 
Communion opportunity to unite in heartfelt prayer that the wounds of 
Christendom may be healed. If our prayer is to be genuine, certain charac- 
teristics must mark if from the outset. We must begin with an awareness of 
personal guilt for the sin of Christian disunity; proceed in a spirit of 
‘repentance and mutual forgiveness; and conclude with ea determination to 
pursue and extend dialogue." : f 


The WCC observance is held at the same time as the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity sponsored by the Association for Christian Unity in Lyon, 
France, founaed by the late Abb“ Paul Couturier. During the Week prayers 

are said for a number of other intentions, inoluding better Jewish-Christian 
relations and world peace. Both groups issue pamphlets with the same 
Suggested prayers and intercessions. EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN BISHOP CONDEMNS 
SO. AFRICAN 'DETENTION' LAW 


(Grahamstown, So. Africa) - Anglican Bishop Gordon L. Tindall of Grahamstown, 
in a strong attack against South Africa's 90-day detention law, warned that 
‘this country. "is getting to the-stage, reached long ago in Communist lands, 
where aman is afraid to speak his mind. 


"We are being intimidated and Peadnet ts our feeling as dnd tr idee is boine 
whittled away", he wrote in a diocesan news letter. 


The bishop said the South African government, through the use of "police 
state methods", was in fact encouraging Communism - the very thing it seeks 
to destroy. 


He was referring to the country's detention act under which police may arrest 
anyone suspected of "subversion", hold them incommunicado and. without 

charges or trial for 90 days, and continue indefinitely to arrest and hold 
them for successive 90-day periods. EPS, Geneva 
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NEW GUINEA CHURCH URGES 
DISAVOWAL CF "CARGO CULT" 


(Bilibil/Madang, New Guinea) - In a move to counteract the influence of 
this island's "cargo cult" upon members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 


‘of New Guinea, the church's fifth biennial synod meeting here in October 


"strongly urged" all its congregations to adopt a Declaration of Faith 
dealing with the matter. 


The statement offered to the congregations "to strengthen their convictions" 
affirms that "there is no way of obtaining goods, money or other things for 
the body from cemeteries, mountains, ponds or caves", 


ELCONGts 293,000 members, grouped together in 525 organized congregations 
and 1308 preaching places, were invited to pray: "May the Lord Christ help 
me to be strong and to put down the confused thinking about obtaining 
wealth." 


The "cargo cult'' is a materialistic way of life based on belief in magical 
practices for the acquisition of earthly goods as a means to power and 
prestige. Since the war it has spread widely among the New Guineans as the 
people were suddenly confronted with many material products of modern 
Western technology. 


NOTE TO EDITORS 


(One of the most bizarre religious phenomena ever to develop in primitive 
societies, ‘the "cargo cult" has appeared in many parts of the Pacific, in 
addition to New Guinea, including the Solomon Islands, New Caledonia, Fiji, 
and the New Hebrides. 


Detailed background information about its development and photographs are 
available from the World Council of Churches, Department of Information, 
150 route ide Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland). EPS, Geneva 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL FUND 
WILL AID GERMAN HOSPITAL 


(Coventry) - Coventry Cathedral, England, is sponsoring an appeal for 
£25,000 to help restore a part of the 19th century church-sponsored teaching - 
hospital at Dresden, East Germany. The appeal is described by Coventry ~ 
leaders as "a national Christian gesture of Anglo-German reconciliation 
aimed at the whole German people", 


Cathedral authorities plan to send a team of about 40 university students 


to Dresden in March to clear the site. Building is expected to start late 
next summer, 


In recent years a group of young Germans built the international centre of 
reconciliation at Coventry Cathedral with funds provided by the German 
people, EPS, Geneva 


YOUTH “REPENTENCE ACTIONS" | | : 
IN BAST GERMANY a 


(Berlin) - A total of 291 youth worked last summer at 13 different sites in ~ 
Bast Germany in the "Repentence Action" movement organized by the German 
churches. 


All of the group were Germans with the exception of 25 young French 
Protestants and Roman Catholics who gave their service in return for work 
done by the movement in France, EPS, Geneva 


} 
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RHODESIA VOTES FOR INDEPENDENCE 
DESPITE CHRISTIAN GROUP PROTESTS 


(Salisbury, Rhodesia) ~ Rhodesia's mainly white electorate has voted over- 
whelmingly for independence under its present constitution, 


Strong appeals by the inter~racial, inter-church Christian Action Group 
protesting against independence under present conditions apparently failed 
to sway even a small percentage of the voters. (EPS No. 40) The results 
were 58,091 tp 6,096, or nine to one in favour of the government-backed 
policy of independence. 


However, there were a significant number of abstentions and spoilt papers, 
The spoilt votes - more than 900 ~ were invalidated by such comments written 
in as, "Yes, we want independence, but not through unilateral declaration", 


The current issue of the Church Times quotes a letter from an anonymous writer 


received by London offices of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, 
which asserted that if Rhodesia's church leaders speak out against the 
political situation the white members of their churches are quite capable of 
withdrawing their financial Support from the churches. 


But, added the letter, which was presented as a "Christian appraisal" of the 
Rhodesian situation, "if church leaders remain Silent, they lose the respect 
of their African members, for whom religion must touch every department of 
life, and they allow their white members to remain complacent about the 
increasing evil of repression and bitterness", 


Meanwhile, the Anglican Bishop of Matabeleland, the Rt. Rev. Kenneth Skelton, 
writing in his current diocesan newsletter, listed four grounds for "grave 
misgivings" about the current political situation in Rhodesia. These were: 


1. The detention of certain persons under an Act which the Constitutional 
Council has condemned as contrary to that section of the Constitution which 
relates to personal liberty. 


2. The refusal of the Minister of Law and Order to receive a deputation 
(including top church leaders) seeking to draw his attention to public con~ 
cern over allegations about police methods. 


3. Current restrictions on the free dissemination of news and opinions. 


4. The uncertainty engendered by the so-called "consultation of opinion" of 
African chiefs and headsmen, 


The bishop concluded that he realized that in stating his misgivings he would 
be accused of "dabbling in politics". He added, however, that he remembered 
"those who died for freedom not so long ago and one of the lessons of that 
period was the complacency of the many which produced the catastrophe nobody 
wanted. I see signs of that complacency among us; and I feel that, as 

your Bishop, I must warn you about it...'"', he declared, EPS, Geneva 


U.S. CHURCHES STUDY FIVE 
MAJOR PROBLEM AREAS. 


(New York) ~ A concentrated two-year study of five of the major issues con- 
fronting US churches is underway by five interdenominational "task groups"! 
of church leaders. 


The five are dealing with problems of the "inner city", race relations, 
theological education, lay training, and denominational structure, 
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look-out for concrete, practical ways of witnessing to their faith. 


They suggested that when the opportunity presents itself they must pioneer 
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The "task groups" have been organized as part of the continuing study of the 
North American Working Group participating in the study on "The Missionary 
Structure of the Congregation", an international ecumenical programme spon- 
sored by the Department on Studies in etl Gee id of the World ee of 
Churches. 


An announcement. said one US "task Broan wilt seek to provide “an authori~ 
tative and coherent" voice in each of the five areas dealt with. 


Bach of the groups will be based in one region of the United States, but it 


is understood that the problems they deal with affect the entire nation and 
results of their research will be reported to a major conference planned in 
late 1965. 


The "task groups" will have a Ranhe Tend of six to eight clergy and laity. 
The "inner city" group is based in New York; the one on race relations in 
a southern state; the one on theological education in Boston, Mass.; the 
one on lay training in Philadelphia; and the one for national church execu- 
tives dealing with denominational structure in New York, the headquarters 
city of many US churches, 


Chairman of the North Snes oan Womudnatenanr is Dr. Jitsuo Morikawa, a 
missions official of the American Baptist Convention, EPS, Geneva 


EAST GERMAN CHURCH LEADERS 
STUDY CONGREGATIONAL RENEWAL 


(Cottbus, DDR) + Some 30 Bast German theologians and pastors meeting here 
agreed to take a ‘critical look at the present structure and work of their 
congregations with a view to i eet B aR the task of their churches in 
the present Situation. 


The Bast German church leaders convened for a meeting called by the Depart- 
ment on Studies in Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. It was the 
first WCC-sponsored meeting ever held in East Germany. Five church leaders 
fron Great ar, the USA, the Netherlands, and Switzerland also took 
part. 


The meeting was held in East Germany because six representatives of East 
German churches had been unable to secure passports to attend a similar 
consultation held last April in Geneva, Switzerland. 


Discussions centred on the need for renewal of congregational life for 
mission and participants stressed that churches must be constantly on the 


in- experimental forms of congregational life. 


The participants were guests at a reception given by cha authorities at 
Cottbus at which Dr, Hans Jochen Margull, conference chairman, expressed 
gratitude to DDR officials for granting travel visas for the foreign parti- 
cipants in the conference. Dr. Margull is executive secretary of the 
wec's Department which sponsored the meeting. EPS, Geneva — 
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BASUTOLAND RELIGIOUS LEADERS 
URGE RESPONSIBLE VOTING 


(Maseru) - Leaders of major Christian communities in Basutoland have issued 
@ joint statement of principles to guide the electorate in the February 
vote. preliminary to Britain! s grant of independence. 


The letter said that "Christians - aS citizens - have a serious Gnimseheen 
to participate in the election, but reminded them that "all ‘candidates do 
not necessarily possess the same governing qualities" - and urged their 
consideration of "the personal qualities of the candidates as well as the 
party to ‘which they belong". 


The statement was signed by Emmanuel Nabathoanea, Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Maseru; John of Lesotho, Bishop of the Church of the Anglican Communion; 
and by leaders of the Church of Basutoland, and the Methodist Mission. 


Basutoland, which is surrounded by the Republic of South Africa, has about 
7O per cent Christians in its 800,000 population. EPS, Geneva 


REMEMBER PENTECOSTAL GROUPS IN UNION PLANS 
SAYS ANGLICAN. ARCHBISHOP 


(London) ~ Dr. F. D. Coggan, Ripa Archbishop of York, has called for 
the inclusion of Pentecostal Christian groups in church union plans. 


In a sermon preached at St. Paul's Cathedral here, the archbishop urged that 
Roman Catholic-Protestant discussions be widened to include the "Pentecostal 
element" whose roots, he said,"are in the New Testament, even if some of 

its fruits are, to our io ener tah not always in strict accord with New 


Testament teaching. 


"We may complain Ghat they ane Retietaat in many things we hold dear. We 
may complain that their worship is at times noisy - a complaint that cannot 
be levelledat most Anglican congregations," he added. 


"But to pass by on the other side and negleot what is one of the most 
extraordinary features of religious life in the 20th Century is to show a 
lack of responsibility, or our unreadiness to face evidence." 


Speculating on the rapid growth of Pentecostal groups, Dr. Coggan asked: 
"Is it possible that they have las of the Spirit which we have not?" 
ee Eel EPS, Geneva 


EAST GERMANY APPROVES STREET 
COLLECTIONS TO AID CHURCHES 


(Berlin) - Bast German authorities have again given permission to churches 
in the Zone to make street collections during a four-day period this: 
month. A similar collection also is permitted each spring. 


Funds collected in the spring go for home and foreign missions wrk. The 
proceeds of the collection this month will go towards the support of church- 
related institutions in the diocese of Mecklenburg. EPS, Geneva 
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FRENCH PROTESTANTS ISSUE NEW 
STATEMENT ON MIXED MARRIAGES 


(Paris) - The French Protestant Federation's Commission on Relations with 
the Roman Catholic Church has just published a lengthy document dealing 
with mixed marriages. 


Aim of the publication, the Federation said, is "to throw light on the 
effects of the new spirit of ecumenicsm within the Roman Catholic church in 
this area, to dissipate vagueness and misunderstanding which is harmful to 
constructive dialogue, and to help those persons who have contracted mixed 
marriages to life the truth of the Christian faith". 


Following are extracts from main sections of the document: 


"The first point to be remembered is that the Roman Catholic attitude 
towards mixed marriages is undergoing a change. The present situation is 
therefore temporary. The pastoral and ecumenical concerns stressed by the 
Council, its realistic analysis of ‘the situation in certain countries, and 
the insistence by the non-Roman churches and by the World Council of 
Churches on the disadvantages arising from the measures which have been in 
force since 1917, have strengthened the conviction in the minds of many 
Roman Catholic bishops that present legislation should be modified. 
However, it is premature and incorrect to conclude from this ... that the 
Council will soon 'solvet the difficulties inherent in mixed marriages. It 
is quite clear that, whatever modifications are envisaged, and until they 
are enforced, the present legislation will remain valid, 


Dispensations granted by the Roman Catholic Bishops, although ... inspired 
by respect and charity with regard to the Protestant partner in such 
Marriages, often prove misleading ... A mixed marriage (performed by a 
Roman Catholic clergyman) favours the Catholic Church despite concessions 
about the form of the ceremony. 


In the present temporary period, ... the problems raised and the difficulties 
encountered should be frankly tackled by pastors and priests, so that the 
solutions adopted and the final decisions (whatever they are) may be 

clearly explained to the future mnarriage-partners, and accepted by them in 
full possession of the facts. In our view also when Protestant pastors are 
asked to attend the celebration of mixed marriages in the Roman church 

they should refrain from doing so. 


The real remedy for the serious problems involved in mixed marriages should 
be sought in a better biblical and catechetical teaching, and improved 
guidance on marriage problems for adolescents and young people. In general, 
there is .a tendency to think that mixed marriages promote ecumeniem, but 
this is an illusion. It is the seriousness of the ecumenical dialogue 

today which reveals the depth of the problems and difficulties involved in 
mixed marriages. 


These difficulties are really painful only for couples who are deeply 
committed Christians, and who take seriously their loyalty respective 
churches ... Study has been going on for some years concerning the 
principles and .practice of the ministry to partners in a mixed marriage 
and priests and pastors have shared their experiences of counselling in 
such cases. At the present time the need for a joint pastoral ministry in 
such cases is evident, cven though serious difficultics are involved ... 


At this time when the Roman Catholic Church is seeking to liberate itself 
from its legalism, and to carry out in practice the principle of religious 
liberty, our own churches must prove that they also realise that the aim in 
seeking the solution to the problem of mixed marriages is not to defend any 
particular social group or to benefit any particular confession, but to 
promote the spiritual interest of Christian couples who are called to live 
their married life togother in the truth sf the Shriatian faith ana in the 
fellowship of Jesus Christ and His church," EPS, Geneva 
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MAR THOMA LEADER GIVES 
VIEWS ON CHRISTIAN UNITY 


(Kottayam, India) - Metropolitan Juhanon Mar Thoma, head of India's Mar 
Thoma Syrian Church, told a gathering of 700 pastors here that efforts to 
achieve Christian unity should begin with service, not inter-communion, 


His audience included clergy of five churches - the Church of South India, 
the Mar Thoma, Lutheran, and Baptist Churches, and the Salvation Army. 
Roman Catholic Bishop Thomas Tharayil of Kottayam also attended. 


Metropolitan Juhanon said the Christian churches were so divided by differ- 
ences in dogma that any unity effort beginning with inter-communion would 
fail. He said unity would be possible only through service. 


His statement was interpreted as a reference to a recent action of the 
Vatican Council designed to permit Roman Catholic and Orthodox Christians 
to receive Holy Communion in each other's churches in some caseSe 


The Mar Thoma Syrian Church, with some 250,000 members in South India, is 
Protestant in doctrine but retains the forms and rituals of the Eastern 
Orthodox Church. It claims St. Thomas the Apostle as its founder. 

EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN JEWS 
GET WARNING 


(Johannesburg) - Dr. J.D. Vorster, actuary of the Nederduits Gereformeerde ~ 
Kerk, South Africa's largest Dutch Reformed Church, says that South African 
Jews are failing to identify themselves with the "fight against Communism", 
and that this could be to their detriment. 


In a front page interview. in the South African Jewish Times, Dre Vorster, who 
is chairman of the "Campaign to Combat Communism", claimed that all racial 
groups in South Africa except the Jews have offered to join in the fight 
against Communism. 


The South African Jewish Times, commenting in a leading article on Dr. 
Vorster's statement, said: "The time has obviously arrived when we must tell 
Dr. Vorster in clear and unmistakeable terms that South African Jewry will 
under no circumstances cringe before efforts at intimidation, whether of the 
kind he is now making, or whether of a less-veiled variety employed by 
professed anti-Semites." EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH LEADERS IN INDIA 
WELCOME POPE PAUL'S VISIT 


(Bombay) - Church leaders here issued a statement welcoming Pope Paul's 
forthcoming visit to India as helping to "spread ers among men of good- 
will throughout the land". 


The religious leaders signed a message to Valerian Cardinal Gracias, Arch- 
bishop of Bombay, saying that "members of other Christian churches are in- 
cluded in the great. number" of Indians looking forward to the Pope's 
pilgrimage. 

The letter was issued by the Inter-Church Study Conference on Church Union, 
and signed by members of Anglican, Methodist, Orthodox, and Mar Thoma 
Churches, and the Salvation Army. EPS, Geneva 
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UNITED, DISCIPLES CHURCHES SEE 
UNION DEPENDENT ON LARGER CONSULTATION 


(Chicago) - Unity commissions representing the United Church of Christ and 
the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) agreed here that next steps in. 
their bilateral talks will depend largely on developments in the more in- 
clusive Consultation on Church Union, 


In the closing session of their fourth "conversation" here, the two commissions 
reaffirmed their "commitment" to the Consultation on Church Union, an attempt 
by six communions to form a united church "truly catholic, truly reformed, 

and truly evangelical", 


A joint statement stressed that both unity commissions anticipated the form- 
ing of a plan of union by the larger union consultation. 


The other participants in the Consultation on Church Union are the Evangelical 
United Brethren, Methodist, Episcopal, and United Presbyterian USA Churches, 
Meagan BPS, Geneva 


INDIAN ECONOMIST JOINS 
WCC INSTITUTE STAFF 


(Geneva) - An Indian economist, Mr. S.L. Parmar, has been named assistant 
director of the World Council of Churches! Beumenical Institute, at Bossey, 
near Geneva, 


Mr. Parmar, who is on leave as assistant professor of economics, Allahabad 
University, succeeds’ Mr. Henry Makulu, of Rhodesia, who resigned to join the 
staff of the All Africa Conference: of Churches. 


Mr. Parmar is a member of the National Executive Committee of the Student 
Christian Movement of India, the General Committee of the Christian Institute 
for the Study of Religion and Society, Bangalore, and is chairman of the 
Economic Life Committee of the Uttar Pradesh Christian Council. He is the 
author of several books on economics in English and Hindi, and of numerous 
articles and book reviews for North Indian daily newspapers. A member of 
the United Church of North India, he is married and the father-of three sons. 
EPS, Geneva 


UNITY HOPES SEEN "FANTASY" 
WITHOUT LOCAL COOPERATION 


(Derby) - Church unity could remain a "fantasy" if local cooperation between 
different churches did not improve, said the Rt. Rev. Geoffrey Allen, Angli- | 
can Bishop of Derby, at the Derby Diocesan Conference. 


: 
: 
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"It could remain an escape into fantasy ... unless we see that it must be 
worked out in each local situation - in the education of our people and in 
the raising of funds to implement the vision and cooperation with our fellow 
Christians in our own immediate neighbourhood." 


The Bishop said the union of the Anglican and Methodist Churches "would be 
the first step towards that further union for which we would pray and work 
with the Roman Catholic and Orthodox Churches and with other Reformed 

churches", EPS, Geneva 
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‘YOUTH DEDICATIONS! ON 
INCREASE IN EAST GERMANY 


(Berlin) - East Germany's Central Committee for Youth Dedications announced 
that in the last ten years about 1,200,000 young people in Bast Germany 
have participated in the atheistic ceremonies which are a counterpart of 
Christian confirmation, 


The committee said the number of youth taking part annually in the 
dedications has increased from 52,000 in 1955 to 200,000 in 1964. It said 
this year's. number represented 90 per cent of Hast begnan south cligible 
for the rites. . 


Observers note, however, that "a considerable number" of the youth 

participating in the "dedication" ceremonies also are confirmed. The last 

German churches consistently have opposed the state-sponsored rites, but 

many have worked out arrangements to provide youth who have participated 

in the ceremonies an opportunity to continue to receive religious instruction. 
: BPS, Geneva 


NEW ECUMENICAL SYM AL 
IN SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE 
(Geneva). - The World Sead arte Christian Federation np just pabLianse 2, 
collection of liturgial services and hymns in Spanish and Portuguese with 


the title "Venite Bxultemus", The first, of its kind, ‘he volume has been 
in preparation for several years. 


All of the 89 hymns are printed both in Sis dak and Portuguese, with 
translations also into two additional la anguages - French, German and/or 
English, The orders of worship in Spanish and Portuguese include those of 
the Lutheran, Episcopal, Reformed, SP Ga ved and Congregational churches. 


Copies are priced at 15 Sw. Francs each and me ay be ordered through the 
World Student Christian Federation, 13 rue Calvin, Geneva, Switzerland. 
EPS, Geneva 


WATUTSI REFUGEES ARRIVE IN TABORA 
ENROUTE TO CHURCH-SPONSORED RESETTLEMENT 


(Dar-es- .Salaam) - The first. Watutsd refugees have eieiusas in Tabora . 
Tanzania, by plane from the Kivu Province of the Congo. as 


Originally from Rwanda, they-are: enroute. by train and lorry to a 
resettlement project of the Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service, which 

is being conducted by the Lutheran’ World Federation on behalf of the World 
Council of Churches and the Christian Council of Tanzania. The resettlement 
area is in the Nwesi Highlands, several hundred miles outside of Tabora. 


The refugees are coming into Tabora. aboard two flights daily and some 
1,000 are expected within the next few weeks, 


The resettlement project has been organized by the Tanganyika’ Christian 
Refugee Service in agreement with the Tanzanian Government and the UN 

High Commissionaer for Refugees. Aim of the programme is to provide the 
refugees a permanent place of residence and assistance to become self- 
supporting. EPS, Geneva 


No. 42 - 12th November, 1964 mae! 


DICARWS APPROVES COMPREHENSIVE AID 
PLAN FOR AFRICAN EMERGENCIES 


(Geneva) - A comprehensive plan whereby the member churches of the World 
Council of Churches can help Africa's newly independent states with their 
refugee situations and urgent social problems was approved by the Divisional 
Committee on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service (DICARWS) meeting 
in Geneva this week. 


The plan, which is the outcome of a survey made recently by Dr. Z,.K. Matthews, 
the Africa Secretary, and Sir Hugh Foot (now Lord Caradon, Britain!s Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative at the United 
Nations), will be outlined in a special report in the next issue of PES. 


The Committee also approved grants, amounting to $141,380, from funds in hand 
to assist refugees in a number of African countries. 


The Committee authorized a team to go to Africa and carry on and extend the 
survey begun by Dr. Matthews and Sir Hugh Poot. This team comprises the 
Rev. James Lawson, associate general secretary of the All Africa Conference 
of Churches; the Rev. Frank Hutchison, of Church World Service, New York; 
and Mr. Jean Fischer, associate secretary for Africa of DICARWS. They will 
leave November 15 and return December 15 after visiting 11 countries. 


The team's findings will be the basis for further appeals to the member 
churches of the WCC for personnel and money to carry out over the next five 
years the comprehensive plan for helping to cope with emergencies, i Ma rie 
stressed that the plan is an ecumenical effort to support the churches in 
Africa in meeting the needs of their own people and taking their part in 
building the life of their nations. 


The comprehensive plan is additional to African undertakings on the WCC 
Project. List which involve, for 1965, total askings amounting to $4,000,000. 
EPS, Geneva 


JOINT PARIS MISSION, YOUNGER CHURCHES 
EFFORTS IN EVANGELISM CALLED FOR 


(Paris) ~ A leader of the Evangelical Church in the Cameroun has suggested 
that "younger churches" founded through efforts of the Paris Mission Society 
and the churches in Europe which support the Society's work should combine 
their efforts in joint missionary campaiens. 


The revolutionary new proposal was advanced by Pastor Jean Kotto, general 
secretary of the Cameroun church, in a speech to the Society's two-day General 
Assembly here. The Cameroun church is a "daughter church" of the Paris 
ZTOoupe 


Emphasizing the complete mutual confidence which exists between the Society 
and the churches which it has guided to independence, Pastor Kotto declared 
that they have a responsibility. jointly to bring Christianity to areas not 
yet evangelized,. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC PROJECT LIST NOW ATTRACTS . 
MORE SUPPORT, DR. COOKE TELLS DICARWS 


(Geneva) ~ The World Council of Churches! Project List, in which some 400 _ 
church-related enterprises in all parts of the world are set out, is 
attracting more support annually, Dr. L. E. Cooke, director of the Division 
of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, told the 3-day Divisional 
Committee here this week. 


Askings for ventures on the Project List amount to some $19 million a year 
and the response from the agencies amounts to just over one-half of this 
tobal;. though many projects are fully subscribed. 


Dr. Cooke gave these reasons why the others failed to attract supports 

1. Lack .of dramatic quality to command attention; 2. The scope of some 
agencies is not broad enough to include certain projects, such as lay- 

training institutes; 3. Changing emphasis, such as the trend away from 

refugee concerns and towards agricultural projects; and 4. Smaller and less 

spectacular projects are being neglected in favour of larger undertakings 

for rehabilitation or for dealing with endemic needs. 


"We need to find new ways in which churches and agencies may be led to 
take the Project List more seriously", Dr. Cooke told the committee. 


Reviewing recent activities Dr Cookereported that 47 houses had been built 

on the outskirts of Teheran for Armenian Christians who were victims of the 
Iranian earthquake and 37 families have been chosen to occupy these.e In 
the villages three bathhouses have been built and in one village a church 
and a mosque. In agreement with the Food and Agriculture Organisation's 
office in Iran, 100,000 kilograms of wheat for sowing have been distributed 
to the farmers. 


In the recent flood disaster at Zagreb, Yugoslavia, $10,000 was sent to 
buy building materials to help rehouse the homeless. 


Turning to Ceylon, Dr. Cooke reported "the situation becomes more difficult 
for the churches there". He warned that if the recent plan agreed between 
the Prime Ministers of Ceylon and India to move some 800,000 Tamils back 
to India in the next 15 years is effected, it will become still worse since 
a large part of the membership of the Christian Church in Ceylon is found 
among these people. . EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH YOUTH BEGIN 
"YEAR OF SERVICE" 


(Lyon) - The first volunteers in the French Protestant Federation's "Year 
of Service" programme have begun work in two church districts in southeast 
France. 


Ten young men and women are working in children's homes, girls!'. hostels, 


re-housing centres, and similar places. Before beginning their work they .. 


were given a short training course on the economic and social conditions 
and church relations in the areas, including a session on Roman Catholicism 
conducted by a Dominican. EPS, Geneva 


a ene 


SE te 


! 
Rta 
i) 


No. 42 + 12th November, 1964. a Romy bide is «° 


CHURCHES MAP AID WORK 
FOR MIGRANT LABOURERS 


(Dortmund, Germany) - Broad new church-sponsored programmes to assist migrant 
labourers in Western Europe, including the promotion of improved national and 
international legislation governing their status, were recommended here by 
some 20 church specialists in the fields from a dozen countries. 


Convened for the second meeting of the Churches! Committee on Migrant Workers 
in Western Europe, the participants outlined an extensive seven-point pro- 
gramme designed to put the churches squarely in the forefront of programmes 
to assist the estimated 5 to 6 million foreign workers now living in Western 
Buropee 


Taking part were representatives of churches in the Netherlands, Great Britain 
France, Portugal, Italy, Spain, Greece, Germany, Sweden, Belgium, and Switzer- 
land. Also present were representatives of tue World Council of Churches, 
with which the Committee works closely, the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Con- 
stantinople, the Serbian Orthodox, and Roman Catholic Churches, and Maslem 
guests, 


Major attention was given to the problem of the growing influx of Mosléms into 
the Western European economy and the "historic" importance of their encounter 
with Western "Christianized" society. The Moslem representatives emphasized 
the importance of having this encounter take place in "a new spirit of friend- 
Ship so that bridges of mutual understanding could be built" between two 
worlds which have been so completely foreign to one another until now. — 


The Committee also approved recommendations for close cooperation with Roman 
Catholic agencies in the field, voting specifically to set up, permanent con~ 
tacts between the Committee and its Roman Catholic counterpart. It also 
urged close cooperation by the churches with national voluntary agencies as 
well as with international programmes in the field. The Committee itself 
will assume the task of arranging for international consultations of workers. 
The first of these will be held in the spring of 1965, near Geneva. 


Speaking specifically of the need for improved laws, the committee supported 
recommendations of a UN seminar held in Madrid in April 1964 which called for 
the cooperation of church and social welfare organizations in the preparation 
of new international, multi-lateral and bi-lateral agreements to provide 
"more humanized" legislation. 


Concerning the training of social workers the Committee stressed that 
selected migrant workers, with sufficient advanced education, should be 
trained to work with their fellow-immigrants. The first experiences in 
Germany have been most encouraging, it was reported. It urged the member. 
churches of the World Council of Churches in Western Europe to use their 
influence to ensure that social worker training schools include in their 
curricula studies of migrant worker problems, information about countries of 
origin, .and working and living conditions in countries to which they 20.6 


Finally, the Committee noted that the presence of vast numbers of migrant 
workers in Europe is having an increasing influence on society and is creating 
anew form of economic dependence, with hhé threat of "neo-colonialism",. 
The churches especially, it said, must be on their guard against this. 
EPS, Geneva 
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CONSULTATION RECOMMENDS AIDS TO 
HELP CHRISTIAN LAYMEN ABROAD 


(Geneva) - Recommendations designed to help Christian laymen working 
abroad to witness more effectively to their faith, particularly in their: 
contacts with Christian nations in the countries to which they are assigned, 7 
were made by an informal consultation here Sponsored by the World Council 

of Churches.” '’ , ; 


The recommendations, covering eleven separate points, deal both with 
persons who go abroad to work for church-related agencies, and those who 
work for governments, industry, private firms, voluntary agencies, and 
other organizations.. ds . 


The 27 participants in the consultation, from ten countries, emphasized 
that both the churches inthe country from which the individual comes, and 
the churches in the country to which he goes have an obligation to help 
him make the most of the experience, 


a 
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The aim, a preamble to the consultation recommendations declared, should be 
"to manifest 'all in each place! the undty of) the: Church") and Doohelp* wot 
laynen abroad "to become aware of their role in the mission of the Church 
in the world in each place". A special concern is to help foreign 
congregations and national churches recognize their essential unity within’ 
the Church Universal. | ! : | 


Speaking of the responsibility of the churches in the layman's home country, 
the consultation specifically emphasized the need for adequate advance i 
preparation and training so that he-understands the Situation to which he 
is going and how his faith relates to his work, particularly in the case 
of those in a "secular profession", i 


Further, it suggested, the churches should take the lead in each home i 
country in convening meetings of representatives of the Christian agencies : 
which send personnel’ overseas to share information about. requests for ‘ H 
personnel, background data on particular Situations, common problems, and i 
strategy. ; | 


The consultation also recommended a review of present structures of the © 
relations of overseas pastarates to national churches, further experiments ih 
with Institutes for laymen from abroad, and Inter-Church-Action-Group and 
"encounter groups" with national Christians, and the preparation by a 
national Christian councils: of popular material to help: the laymen abroad . "i 
adjust to his new situation. 


It urged that the possibilities of conversations with Roman Catholics. be 
explored at all levels including in local communities. 3 . 


Participants in the consultation, which-was sponsored. by the WCC's Secre- if 
tariat for the Service of Laymen Abroad, came from Kenya, Japan, Malaysia, i 
USA, Netherlands, Germany, Finland, France, Great Britain, and Switzerland.,. i 
Consultation recommendations will be distributed to churches, appropriate i 
agencies and individuals working abroad around the world, EPS, Geneva \ 


- IN BRIEF. . 


KIPA, the international Roman Catholic press agency, reports that Pope 
Paul VI is considering the possibility of creating a secretariat concerned 
with dialogue with non-believers, as a parallel body to the secretariat 
concerned with dialogue with men of other faiths. 


-* * * 
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Some 700 persons made a profession of faith during evangelistic campaigns 
held in 27 churches and missions of the Portuguese Baptist Convention in a 
recent 17-day campaign. Campaigns were held in churches of southern Port... 
ugal during the first half of the period and in the north during the second 
half. An announcement said public indication of faith was not previously 
customary in Portuguese churches and that the campaigns "ushered in a new 
day.e.. We have discovered that people will come if invited and respond to 
the gospel if given an opportunity to do so", commented one pastor. 


* * * 


The Central Agency for Developing Countries of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKID) has made contributions totalling $400,000 for church work in 
two parts of the world. The funds, channelled through the World Council 
of Churches' Division of Inter-~Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service will 
go to build new student hostels at the University of Salatiga, Java 
($150,000) and for support of an FAO-sponsored agricultural project in 
Tunisia ($250,000). The churches in Great Britain also have contributed 
about $112,000 to the Tunisia project. 


* * * 


Reman Catholic Archbishop Heenan of Westminster, England, has appointed two 
representatives to a joint committee of hospital chaplains set up by the 

Free Church Federal Council and the Anglican Hospital Chaplaincies Federal 
Council. It is the first time that the Roman Catholic Church has cooperated 
with the.other churches in this work, The committee deals with questions 

of pay and conditions ef chaplaincy service in hospitals. 


Per * 


The "Tokyo Christians for Peace" group, composed of clergy and laymen of 

the Tokyo area, recently issued a statement protesting against the visit of 
an American nuclear~powered submarine to ports in Japan. The statement 

said that the Japanese government's approval of the visit was given without 
regard for the "fears and opposition" of the Japanese people, and that, 
besides the possibility of some mishap which could endanger health and lives, 
there was the more serious matter of such action Signifying a "step towards 
development of nuclear bases in Japan", 


* carp Wie Cae 


At Kawhia in New Zealand Methodist and Presbyterian churches are helping to 
find the stipend of the Anglican vicar. The Anglican was the only resident 
minister in Kawhia, whose population is diminishing, When it became known 
that he too might have to be withdrawn, the Methodist Synod and Presbyterian 
area leaders agreed to provide £150 a year to keep him in residence. They 
will turn over the rolls of their church members to him and he will be 
responsible for their parishioners, as well as for the Anglicans in the 
community. 


Ny Aniki te VE 


Dr. Hachiro Yuasa, former president of the International Christian Univer- 
sity, Tokyo, has been elected chairman of its Board of Trustees. He served 
as the University's first president until 1961, when he retired and became 
honorary president, He succeeds Mr. Kiyosh Togasaki, who has resigned 
because of the pressure of other duties. 
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The Soviet Union's Yiddish-language magazine, Sovetish Heimland, will 
publish the first of a series of Yiddish-language books toward the end of . 
the year. - The book, a collection of documentary material about Jewish 

life in the Seviet Union, will be the first Yiddish-language book published 
in the USSR in four years. It is to be followed by the regular appearance . 
‘of additional books next year. 


ee ele: 


Protestant and Roman Catholic clergymen of the German-speaking communities 
in Cairo, UAR, are planning to hold monthly meetings for Bible discussions, 
The sessions will be chaired in turn by a Protestant pastor and a Catholic 
priest. 


* * * 


A 20-minute four-colour film depicting through Japanese classical dance the 
Christian testimony of the famous dancer, Futaba Hanayagi, has just been 
released by AVACO,; the Audio Visual Activities Commission of the National 
Christian Council of Japan, i 


* * * 


Members of both chambers of the Anglican Coventry Diocesan Conference have 
approved by 437 to 27 votes the principle of eventual union of Anglican and 
Methodist churches, 


2 eae alleles 


A round-the-clock telephone duty roster for ministers has been organized in 
Helsinki to provide spiritual counselling for persons in trouble. The 
telephone service is sponsored by the Helsinki parishes. 


Cae Uc 


The Inter-Church Trade and Industry Mission was launched recently in Sydney 
at a dinner attended by about 120 leaders of business, industry, and trade 
unions. . The event marked the opening of .an appeal for £30,000 during the 
next three years to establish ITIM and for the full-time employment of a 
director-chaplain,. 


ee a 


Thirteen Lutheran missionaries killed during the wartime Japanese occupation 
of New Guinea are memorialized in a beautiful church building consecrated in 
Madang, New Guinea, on November 1, The Memorial Lutheran church also pays 
tribute to the courageous witness of New Guinean Christians who were martyred 
for their faith at that time, 


*¥ * 
The Archbishop of Canterbury is making a seven-day visit to West Germany to. 


talk with leaders of the German Evangelical Churches and to visit the British 
Army of the Rhine, 


* * * 
The Finnish Missionary Society has started a large-scale youth campaign with 
the aim of procuring a mobile polyclinic for its mission field in Formosa. 


Young people in the parishes and youth organizations are collecting the 
mMoneya 
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More than $1,000,000 is being sought by Church World Service, overseas aid 
agency of US Protestant and Orthodox churches, in a Thanksgiving Appeal. 

The funds will be used to pay distribution costs of US surplus foodstuffs 

in overseas church-administered relief and rehabilitation programmes. CWS 
plans to send 333 million pounds of US government surplus foods, valued at 
$18 million, overseas in 1965, plus an additional five million pounds donated 
by the Christian Rural Overseas Programme. 


ise Ak Sea % 


Celebrations of the 75th anniversary of the Anglican Church in Korea began 
on All Saints' Day (Nov. Li, and will continue to Michaelmas Day, Sept. 29, 
1965. The church traces its beginnings to the consecration in Westminster 
Abbey of the first Bishop of Korea, Dr. Charles J. Corfe, on All Saints! 
Day, 1889. 


* * * 


Thirty church mission officials took part in a two-day consultation on 
missions held recently in Tokyo by the National Christian Council of Japan. 
Seven churches were represented among the participants. Chief speaker was 
the Rev. Alan Brash, Inter-Church Aid secretary of the East Asia Christian 
Conferences . | 


%¥ * 
Protestants, Anglicans, and Roman Catholics cooperated in the recent Bible 
Week at Auckland, New Zealand, The New Zealand Catholic weekly Gealandia 
reported that "Catholics made history by officially participating (in a 


Bible Week observance) with Protestant churches for the first time anywhere 
in the world and by studying the Scriptures at combined meetings". ~ 


* * * 


City-wide celebrations will be held this month to mark the 15th anniversary 
of the Berlin Chapter of the Society for Christian-Jewish Cooperation. The 
Berlin Chapter, with 1,872 members, was organized in November, 1949. Alto- 
gether there are 35 societies in Germany with an approximate membership o 
12,000. : 


* * * 


A record of $2,858,600,845 was contributed by members of 41 Protestant 
churches in the United States to their churches in 1964, the National Council 
of. Churches reports, The figure is a gain of $58,930,268 over the previous 
year. It represents a $69.87 per capita gift, as compared with the 1962 per 
capita donation of $68.76. Of the 1963 contributions a total of only 
$530,908,204 or 18.57 per cent went for benevolences including home and 
foreign missions. The remainder went for local congregational and opera- 
tional expenses, 


Ee 
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A Swedish government commission has conferred with Anglican and Roman Catho- 
lic leaders in London and with Free Church Federal Council officials in 

Scotland during a visit to Britain to study problems of church-state relations. 
In 1965 the commission will go to the United States on a similar assignment. 
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WHAT IS HAPPENING 
IN SPAIN? 


(Madrid) - Is the situation of Protestant Christians in Spain improving? 
It had generally been thought SO, but recent developments cast grave 
doubts on the earlier optimisn. 


A draft bill concerning religious liberty was presented by Fernando 
Mario Castiella, Minister for Foreign Affairs. Even though it was 
criticized by some of the Spanish hierarchy, notably Mgr. Pildain y 
Zapiain, Bishop of Las Palmas (Canary Islands) indications were that 
many of the hierarchy were in favour of it. 


Twenty leading Spanish Roman Catholics recently issued a note advocat- 
ing religious liberty "in full agreement with the spirit manifest by 
the vast majority of the Fathers at the Vatican Council". They 
addressed the note to the Spanish bishops attending the Council. 


Especially hopeful was the attitude recently shown by the Archbishop 
of Seville, Cardinal Bueno y Monreal. During the discussion of the 
schema "de libertate religiosa" at the Vatican Council, Cardinal 
Bueno had been very much opposed to it. However, in an interview on 
Spanish television recently the Cardinal made the following remarks. 


"Religious liberty is an imperative outcome of the evolution of human 
thought, which today regards human freedom as essential, especially in 
the secret, extremely personal, transcendental sanctuary of the 
individual conscience. 


"No human power must intervene, in any way whatsoever, in the relation 
between man and God. 
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"Consequently the (Roman Catholic) Church, which asks for itself freedom 
to preach, to worship openly and practise its own religion, also wants all 
men to be free to confess, practise and witness to their respective 
religions. The Church does this because it recognises human dignity and 
respects the conscience of all men." 


These indications of favour on the part of the hierarchy, particularly 
Cardinal Bueno, president of the Spanish Commission at the Council, are 
very significant. But recent developments in the actual treatment of 
Protestants by state officials give cause for concern. 


Two pastors have been fined 5,000 pesetas (about $80) each for having 
G@istributed some copies of a Protestant translation of the Gospels in the 
streets of Cartagena (Murcie). They are: the Rev. Luis Hombre of the 
Baptist Church and the Rev. Joaquin Guerola of the Plymouth Brethren. 
While the provincial authorities interpreted their act as a form of 
proselytism, the two pastors have appealed to the Minister of Home Affairs, 
stating that since the literature was «a portion of the New Testament it . 
could not be termed sectarian. 


the Ministry of Home Affairs has itself been clamping down on Protestants 
by suspending permits for new churches and refusing authorization to 
transfer from old buildings to new ones. . ; 


Another difficulty placed in the way of Protestants has been the denial, in 
Madrid and Barcelona, of their right to contract civil marriages. Applica-— 
tions for marriage licenses have been held up for ten or twelve months. 


Worried by this Situation, Spanish Protestants have declared December 13th 
a Day of Prayer for Religious Liberty. Special intercessions will be 
offered that nothing will prevent the state from promulgating the law on 
religious liberty. . EPS, Geneva 


RELIGIOUS PRESS ASKED 
TO EXPAND HORIZONS 


(London) - Lord Luke, President of the United Society for Christian 
Literature, challenged the religious press of England to extend their 
horizons. Addressing a neeting here, he urged the press to seek contact 
with young people outside the churches, terming them "this uncompassed. .. 
generation". , 

Occasion of Lord Luke's address was the Opening luncheon of "Religious 
Press Week", sponsored by the Religious Weekly Press Group. This group is 
an interdenominational body founded in 1947 and includes among its sixteen 


‘Members Anglican, Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish papers. EPS, Geneva 


NIEMOLLER'S SUCCESSOR SPEAKS 
ON VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Nurembecg) - An "ecumenical spring" has begun in the Roman Catholic Church, 
said Dr. Wolfgang Sucker, speaking at Nuremberg. Recently appointed to 

succeed Dr. Martin NiemOller as President of the Church of Hesse-Nassau, 

Dre Sucker was examining the question "Is the Roman Church becoming ecunerital? 


He described the current situation as seemingly reducing what, with Pope 
John XXIII, appeared to be the "dawn of a new epoch" to but a short "inter- 

mezzo''. Nevertheless, change from its former centralisn and uniformity to a 
new "federalism" seemed to indicate that ecumenism was really making headway 
in the Roman Church. This is seen tn the recognition by the Church that the 
Christian faith must express itself-in different ways in different national 
cultures. . EPS, Geneva 
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COOPERATION IS THE NEXT STEP 
SAYS WCC OBSERVER IN ROME 


_. (Rome). ~ Dr. Lukas Vischer, WCC observer at the Vatican Council, called for 


inter-church cooperation at a recent press conference here. The WCC theo- 
‘logian noted that the term "dialogue" has been used to describe the relation 
between the churches. But while this denotes the decisive first step of 
meeting one another, exchanging viewpoints, and correcting one another 
through mutual conversation, more is needed, 


Noting that Cardinal ‘Frings had spoken of cooperation with the WCC. Dr. 
Vischer pointed out that such joint action was emphasized by the life of 
the WCC itself. The member churches seek to live, witness, and work to- 
gether. 


Basic to such a common life, however, is the need to "cooperate as partners 


with equal rights". Even though the WCC member churches are divided in 
conviction, and some do not recognize each other "in the full sense of the 
word as churches", they cooperate as full partners. Such a fellowship, 


Dr. Vischer avowed, allows the churches to do two things simultaneously: 
"to make a joint witness, and to remain true to themselves". 


Pointing to the difference between this approach and one which has one 
church "Stand in the centre and build bridges to the separated brethren", 

Dr. Vischer pointed out that the Decree on Ecumenism gives grounds for 
understanding the relationship between churches in a way at least Palin to 
the way they cooperate together in the WCC, 


Now is the time, he affirmed, to begin "a dialogue about 'dialogue'". What 
is already implicitly te in the schema "de oecumenismo" may "be 
brought out and completed by joint conversation", 


Concluding his remarks Dr. Vischer expressed confidence in future develope 
ments in relations with the Roman Church. "The best way in which we can 
serve the ecumenical movement, as we look gratefully through the half-open 
doors, is to join together to push them. wide open, so that we can all see 
what ates Bich bess tH . . pear Ss EPS, Geneva 


se a WORK 
WITH MIGRANTS 


(Lyons) - The welcome which migrant workers receive in France should be 
regarded as.a form of missionary witness by the Church. . This was the 
attitude enjoined upon its churches by the Synod for the district of eas 
Rhéne of the French Reformed Church. 


Concerned about the type of welcome received by workers from en the: 
Synod recommended that its churches inform themselves about the human © 
problems of these workers, finding out how they are living and what arrange- 
ments already exist for welcoming them. It further recommended that they 
help in the welcome, and that they should unite the knowledge ape: gain 
about the workers with a commitment to aiding then. 


It is hoped that there can be a special ecumenical effort in this connection 
which would give special significance to the meetings of the: Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity in January 1965, : EPS, Geneva 
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: ANGLICAN BISHOP CALLS 
| DIVIDED CHURCH "BLASPHEMOUS" 


(London) + "The dim outline of a world culture is beginning to emerge. In 
such a world a divided Church is not so much an anachronism as a blasphemy." 
So spoke Oliver Tomkins, the Bishop of Bristol, in addressing the autumn 
session of the Church Assembly (Church of England). 


Bishop Tomkins, who is also a member of the Faith and Order Commission of 
the WCC, spoke urging support for a resolution passed by the First British 
Faith and Order Conference, held in Nottingham in September. This 
resolution urged that the British churches covenant together for unity by 
an agreed date - hopefully no later than Haster Day 1980. He said that out 
of this conference there had come "a humble, glad but terrifying sense that 
God is at work - faster and wider than we can keep up with, terrifying 
because it shifts familiar landmarks, destroys old certainties and leaves 
us naked in faith". 


The Assembly itself took various steps towerd Christian unity during its 
meeting. It endorsed the 1980 resolution, and it received with approval 
the report that the Archbishops of Canterbury and York had created a 
theological commission to review the Church of England's rules governing 
inter-communion. These, it was hoped, might be revised and liberalized. 
As important as any move was the passing of a resolution which requested 
the House of Laity to examine the report on Anglican-Methodist reunion and 
pass its comments on to the Convocations of Canterbury and York (both 
composed of groups of regular clergy and of bishops). EPS, Geneva 


DRe ROSWELL BARNES HONOURED 
AT DINNER 


(New York) - More than 300 people paid tribute to Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, 
retiring executive. secretary of the US Conference of the World Council of 
Churches and executive sesretary of the WCC, USA, at a dinner in New York 
City on November 6th. ‘the huge cafeteria restaurant of the Interchurch 
Centre was filled as Dr. Ben Mohr Herbster, vice-chairman of the US 
Conference and president of the United Church of Christ, and other church 
leaders paid tribute to Dr. Barnes. <A feature of the occasion was a 
discussion between Dr. Barnes and his successor, Dr. Eugene L. Smith, on 
the ecumenical movement and the role of councils of churches in it. 


"One of the ways to keep organizations in their. essential and right place", 
said Dr. Barnes, "is to guard against their making the people who serve 
them mere cogs in a machine". The discussion also dealt with the Second 
Vatican Council and its implications for Christian unity and progress. 

Dr. Herbster touched on this when he warned that Protestant and Orthodox 
Christians should not have "unlimited expectations" of it but should be 
realistic in recognizing the problems, both in theplogy and organizationy 
that still divide the Roman Church from the rest of Christendom. 


Dr. Barnes has served the ecumenical movement since the 1920s, later becom- 
_ ing associate general secretary of the Federal Council of Churches and, in 
1954, associate general secretary of the National Couneil of Churches. He 
became executive secretary of the World Council Conference in the US in 
L950. EPS, Geneva 
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AMERICAN BAPTISTS URGED TO 
JOIN CHURCH UNION CONSULTATION 


(Valley Forge, Pa. ) ~ The American Baptist Convention has been urged by one 
of its leading theologians to participate in the six-member Consultation on 
Church Union which has been holding talks looking toward possible merger. 


Making the suggestion here was Dr. John E. Skoglund, professor at Colgate 
Rochester Divinity School. He spoke on "Relation of American Baptists to 
the Ecumenical Movement" at a meeting of the denomination's Associated Home 
Missions Agencies. 


"We as American Baptists", he stated, "should seek to take our responsible 
place in the most important discussion of unity going on in America today, 
namely the so-called Blake-Pike proposals” (which resulted in the Consultation 
on Church Union). "Up to now the Baptists have not taken part in these 
proposals. The Blake-Pike proposals need usy but we also need Blake-Pike." 

, EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH URGES DIPLOMATIC TIES 
BETWEEN ISRAEL, W. GERMANY 


(Hannover) - Establishment of diplomatic relations between West Germany and 
Israel was urged by the Evangelical Iutheran Church of Hannover in a 
resolution approved at its synod here. It said that "in view of the wrong 
committed on the Jewish people" during the Nazi regime, the Church is 
"conscious of its responsibility to promote better relations between the 
people of Germany and Israel". 


The resolution suggested that_Bishop Hanns Lilje, head of the Hannover 
Church, convey to the West German government the synod's "urgent desire that 
possible ways be sought to create orderly political relations between the 
two states". 


Although in the past individual German Christian leaders have urged the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries, the 
resolution marked the first time that a regional church has taken such 
action. . EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL CUSHING DISAVOWS "CUT AND DRIED" 
APPROACH TO PROBLEM OF BIRTH CONTROL 


(New York) - In the foreward to a soon-to-be-published book,Catholics and 
Birth Cont_ol, Cardinal Cushing of Boston said that while Roman Catholic 
morality is a "morality of principles", it is not "cut and dried" in its 
application. "It should not be forgotten that the principles which Catholic 
morality sets forth are not to be applied in a vacuum but to real persons 
who live in real situations." 


Written by Mrs. Dorothy Bromley, who is not a Roman Catholic, the book seeks 
to present a summary of all the contemporary discussions tf birth control. 
Cardinal Cushing termed her work "utterly unbiased", and Mrs. Bromley was 
honoured by the Planned. Parenthood Association at its annual meeting in 

New York for her work. EPS, Geneva 
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MISSIONS SCHEMA COMES UNDER HBAVY 
FIRE AT THE VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Rome) - Augustin Cardinal Bea, President of the Secretariat on Christian 
Unity called upon bishops all over the world to recognize "the grave duty 
of announcing the Gospel to all mankind". However, many of the Uouncil 
Fathers, agreeing witu Cardinal Bea on the urgency of the missionary, 
found the schema proposed wanting in many respects. 


Youthful Prelate Nallius Father Giocondo M. Grotti, a naturalized 
Brazilian of Italian origin, called the thirteen propositions in missions 
"useless". "They say what is already known and do not say what has to be 
said." 


‘thirty Indonesian bisheps unanimously called fora rejection of the thirteen 


propositions and the drawing up of a-full schema. Bishop Geise of Bogor 


stated that the propositions were too few, did not cover the subject, and 


did not recognize the entirely new situation in many parts of the world. 
"The nountains suffer birth pangs and a ridiculous mouse is born." 


Bishop Fulton J. Sheen of New York, maintained that all areas of need, 
whether in so-called non-Christian regions, or in areas already evangelized, 
ought to be termed missions. | 


Several commentators underlined that even though the Pope had recommended 
the adoption of this schema on Mission, the Council Fathers have considered 
thetheme of mission of such importance as to call for every effort to 
improve it. - 


Finally, the Council voted 1,601 to 311 to send the schema back for 
rewriting. . EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN EDITORIAL CALLS 
"SELF-DEVELOPMENT" PROGRAMME WHITE MAN'S POWER PLAY 


(Standerton, South Africa) - An editorial in this week's edition of the 
Christian Recorder calls for removal of that legislation which has made a 
bad name for South Africa. In commenting on the government programme for 
"self-development" the editorial says: "Whether it be labelled 'segre- - 
gation' in America or 'self-development!.in South Africa - it remains an 
act of the White man attempting to retain the position of power and 
benefit, to the exclusion of the Black man. Whatever nice sounding name 
we give we have things as they always have been, because thus they have 
suited the White man's advantage and position." 


Labelling the issue a moral one, the editorial goes on to say bist Bd 2b ene 
cannot be resolved by police action, but only by legislative repeal of 


current laws. In this way "South Africa can take a place among the nations 


of the world that are seeking to solve a dom?stic problem of world 
woportions". | Li EPS, Geneva 


No» 43 = 19th November, 1964 7 


EVANGELICAL UNION OFFICER 
TERMS HINDUISM A CULTURE 


(Bangalore, India) = "Hinduism is not a religion but a culture. Christ is 
the answer of Hinduism. Hinduism is a hunger and Christ comes to satisfy 
a Re In these words Paul Sudhakar, a vice president of the Evangelical 
Union in India and an evangelist among Hindus told of his own approach in 
evangelism, 


Interpreting Hinduism as a culture rather than as a religion means that one 
can legitimately claim to be both a Christian and a Hindu. This is possible, 
Mr. Sudhakar claims, because "there is really no definition of Hinduism", 

It has no boundary, no doctrine, no dogma. 


Speaking in an interview with Aikya, a monthly published by the Student 
Christian Movement of India, Mr. Sudhakar told of his own conversion to 
Christ, and of his approach in evangelism based upon the use of Hindu 
culture instead of traditional Christian terminology. He stated, "I use 
boldly the words which Hindus can understand and put Christian content into 
them and then interpret Christ", 


Christian witness in the Hindu culture, Mr. Sudhakar emphasized, needs the 
influence of example -~ by students in their moral life, their devotion, but 
especially by real earnestness in study. "The Christian student must | 
witness to the Hindu student by the attitude he brings to his mathematics, 


biology, zoology, etc." It is not proper to "run about" Saying "I am a’ 
Christian", 


Nevertheless, Mr. Sudhakar emphasized the central place of the knowledge of 
Christ in one's own life, and pursuing the "unfinished task" of making "the 
Christians of India really Christian". Here he referred to the need to 
overcome caste background and the legacy of mass conversions. 

EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES SEEK TO AID 
FLOOD-RAVAGED VIETNAM 


(Geneva) - Churches in various parts. of the world have been responsive to 
the,stark human tragedy resulting from floods in central Vietnam. Churches 
in the United States, through Church World Service, and churches in the 
Netherlands and Germany, are making available immediate food, clothing, and 
medical supplies. This programme will be directed through team members of 
the Mennonite Central Committee working from their Saigon office, 


Over 6,000 dead and between 500,000 and 1,000,000 homeless are the cold 
Statistics of the worst natural disaster in Vietnam's history. Two 
typhoons and heavy monsoon rains created raging floods in the centre of 
this war-torn country. 


University students also responded to the need of their country. Expected 
by officials to stage an anti-government demonstration, they were instead 
found to be deployed in the city's business and residential districts 
seeking donations for flood relief, EPS, Geneva 


. January 26th. to February 4th next year, and that at this conference an 
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CHURCH UNION PLANS OUTLINED 


IN LETTER TO CHURCH MEMBERS 


(Mairobi, Kenya) - Printed in English and Swahili, a letter “te alt: the: fei 
members of the Anglican, Lutheran, Presbyterian and Moravian churches in 
Kenya and Tanzania discusses the plans of these churches for church union, 


It speaks of tHe’ progress so far made, romindire the: members that. their 
representatives meeting in January, 1963 saw the differences among then. 
not as a matter for division, but as making for their spiritual enrichment 
in a united. church.,. It then tells of the meeting planned in Dodoma from i 


outline Basis of Union. will be “presented. 


The letter ends by asking for the prayers of all church members and for 
their cooperation, in trying to understand as fully as possible the issues 
before them. Thus the churches seek both to educate and obtain widespread 
understanding and support for their moves toward unity. ' EPS, Geneva 


A "NEW DEAL" 

FOR NUNS? 

(Rome) = A "new deal" for the Roman Catholic Church's 1,200,000 nuns was | 
urged by Leo Josef Cardinal Suenens, Archbishop of Melines-Brugsels and 
Primate of Belgium. Author of a book, "The Nun in the Modern - World" and 
one of the Vatican Council's four moderators, Cardinal Suenens complained | 
that the religious orders "retain ridiculous complications from past A 
centuries which give more of an impression of the oobwisgs a ete old than 
meeting the needs of today". ; ee 


The Gavdinal urged that the main aim should . be to allow the. sisters to” 

"act like adult women" and he suggested that among other things they should 
have a more active say in the governing of their chapters, and that 
excessive "maternalism" on the part of mothers euperior might be discouraged 
by limited terms of office. EPS, Geneva 


DISTRICT Il ASSAM FOUND NEARLY 


100 PER CENT CHRISTIAN 


(Aijal, India) - Assam'!s Mizo district with headquarters here is. Saotay ae 
the only district in India with nearly a. 100 .per cent Christian population. 


All its 200, 000 people, : district officials report, are Christians belonging 
to the Woieetae hill tribe known as Mizos. They trace their origins to. 
Burma. 


The Mizos became Christians about 100 years: ago. 


Most of them aré affiliated with Protestant denominations. Roman Catholics 
number only a few thousand and are attached to the Prefecture Apostolic of 
Haflong which is under Canadian priests of the Holy Cross eongrega tions | 


However, the district's only representative in the Indian Parliament is a 
Catholic arid, so are two of its three members in the State legislature. ~ 


Features which set apart Mizos from the rest of the Indian people include 
their language, which has no affinity with Indian languages; and a social 
system which has no class differences and under which dowry is paid to the 
bride instead of to the bridegroom as is usual in Inédia,{  jJEPS, Geneva 


ee 
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TAIWAN CHURCHES PLAN FOR 
SECOND CENTURY 


(Taipei, Taiwan) - Forty church leaders from the Presbyterian, Anglican, 
Lutheran and Methodist churches met at the Tainan Research Centre at the 
mid-point of a survey of the overall situation in Taiwan, and the total 
Christian witness within it. Reports were heard on the educational situ- 
ation, rural communities, medical work, and the task of evangelism. 


"Advance into the Second Century Together" is the theme of the survey, in 
celebration of the Centenary of Protestant Christianity in Taiwan. The 
Rev. Alan A. Brash, East Asia Christian Conference secretary for Inter- 
Church Aid for Mission and Service, spoke of the significance of this ecu- 
menical move on the part of Protestants in Taiwan. 


"In a country which in recent years has been well known for the absence of 
ecumenical cooperation, it seems like a miracle that these churches are 
planning so realistically to achieve a common general strategy in the years 
ahead. 


"This is potentially one of the most faithful illustrations in Asia of what . 
Joint Action for Mission really involves in cooperation, competence, and 
Christian obedience," 


Climax of the year will be a meeting in October, 1965, between the leaders 
of the Taiwan churches and the secretaries of cooperating missions overseas. 
They will consider the results of the survey and make specific plans for 
the work of the churches in the first five years of the "second century". 
Bech EPS, Geneva 


UNITY MESSAGES SPAN "WALL" 
DIVIDING LUTHERAN SYNOD 


(Berlin) - Messages exchanged between separate regional meetings of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Berlin-Brandenburg, meeting in both sectors 
of Berlin, emphasized a determination to maintain unity despite the politi- 
cal borders dividing the church, 


At the East Berlin meeting, Dr. Gtinther Jacob, administrator of the DDR 
sector of the church, said that Lutheran leaders in his sector were seeking 
talks with government officials in an effort to give Christians a role in 
the social and economic life of the DDR. While church-state relations had 
improved, he pointed out: "We still suffer from our separation from the 
West Berlin part of the church and from restrictions concerning our coopera- 
tion with supra-regional bodies such as the Evangelical Church of Germany 
and the German Evangelical Union Church," 


This situation was also deplored by Bishop Otto Dibelius inaspeech at the. 
Western sector of the Synod. . 


A resolution on the question of baptism stating that while the Evangelical 
Church retains infant baptism, it will not take disciplinary measures- against 
pastors who do not immediately baptize their own children, was adopted 
Simultaneously in both sectors of the Synod. 


Other business included a resolution expressing gratitude for the legislation 
passed in the DDR recognizing the right to refuse to do armed military ser- 
vice for religious or similar reasons. However, the Synod emphasized that 
this was not sufficient for some, and requested that the possibility for non- 
combatant alternative civilian service be proposed. EPS, Geneva 
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CARDINAL SPEAKS OUT ON WHAT 
EAST AND ROME HAVE IN COMMON 


(Rome) ~ "Where the faithful are gathered round the Lord's Table, around the 
bishop who is validly consecrated as the successor of the Apostles, there is 
the Church", said Cardinal Lercaro, Archbishop of Bologna and Moderator of 
the Second Vatican Council, addressing the Fathers in the Greek Pontifical 
College in Rome. ¢ ED 


Speaking of the non-Roman Rastern churches, he stressed the fact that, 
although they and the Roman Church have been separated for centuries, they 
really are churches, In fact, since the schism in the 1lth century, they 
have always been considered as churches in the official documents of the 
Holy See. The gestures of friendship made by Pope Paul VI, since he became 
Pope, are not merely expressions of courtesy. They are. signs of a reality 
which is still alive, despite centuries of disagreement. 


Cardinal Lercaro went on to show that the belief that the Eastern Christians 
really are churches is based primarily on their celebration of the Eucharist, 
which forms an invisible link between them and the Roman Catholic Church, 
despite the barriers of the Canon. This theology of Communion, which has 
remained so alive in the Hast, is also the source of the principles which 
inspire the Constitution on the Liturgy, and the most recent pages of the | 
Constitution on the Church on which the Council is preparing to vote, 


The sacramental character of the epissopal office as the basis for episco- 
pal authority, the collegiality of the episcopate in the communion of the 
one church, and the re~centring of the church round the Eucharist as the 
life of the people of God animated by the Holy Spirit and nourished by the 
Body of Christ - these are the three essential elements in ecclesiology 
which are being rediscovered by the Council, EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH PASTOR 
SPEAKS TO COUNCIL FATHERS 


(Rome) = "The world is waiting for what you will say in Scheme 13", said 
Pastor Marc Boegner, honorary president of the French Protestant Federation 
in an address to the Fathers attending the Council, 


He expressed the hope that the Council would not terminate without making a 
statement on religious liberty and on. mixed marriages, . 


His address was entitled "On the way to unity together", and was given in the. 
hall of St.-Louis-des-Francais, which was packed with Bishops, Cardinals, 
and Patriarchs, 


Pastor Boegner, a past president of the WCC, stated that Pope John XXIII 

had thrown open a door through which "we will walk together", The doctrinal 

authorities of the church must examine the problems which cause division, 

The official dialogue can then begin - a dialogue between equals carried on 

in a .spirit of humility, disinterestedness, and generosity, trying to see 

the other person's point of view, and, last but not least, with patience, 
EPS, Geneva 


~~ 
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ART TO COMMUNICATE 
THE GOSPEL 


(Kitwe, Zambia) - A new Art Studio to train African book illustrators has 
been dedicated here in the new nation of Zambia. It is part of the Africa 
Literature Centre supported by church funds administered by Lit-Lit, the 
Committee on World Literacy and Christian Literature. 


Keys to the building were accepted by Dr. Donald M'Timkulu, director of the 
Mindolo Ecumenical Centre; Miss Marjorie Murray, art instructor; and Mr, 
Bengt Simonsson, director of, the Africa Literature Centre. 


New Students have started their fifteen months! course of instruction. 
Graduates of the studio are employed in the literature publication pro~ 
grammes of their churches, EPS, Geneva 


GREECE'S QUEEN, NOW A LUTHERAN, 
WILL RECEIVE INSTRUCTION IN ORTHODOXY 


(Athens ) ~ Queen Anne-Marie of Greece, daughter of Denmark's royal family, - 
will be instructed in Orthodoxy by the chaplain of the Royal Palace, it was 
announced by the Archbishopric of Athens. The announcement said that the 
Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church of Greece had approved an application — 
from the chaplain, Archimandrite Jerome Kotsonis, to take charge of her 
Studies of the Greek catechism under the supervision of Archbishop 
Chrysostomos of Athens and All Greece. 


Because she is a Lutheran, the Polychronion (royal hymn) was revised upon 
her marriage to King Constantine, referring to her as the "Christ-loving 

Queen" instead of the "most devout", which is used for the King, the Crown 
Princess, and the Queen Mother. : EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHMEN HELP FIGHT ACAINS? 
SCHOOL DROP-OUTS 


(St. Louis) -— United Presbyterians in St. Louis have taken steps to help 

combat the problem of school drop-outs in their city. Seeking to find a 

way the church can aid in this problem they have set up 15 centres in ~ 

which some 300 volunteers are helping about 1,000 children and young people 

with their school work. These centres are part of a three-year "Youth 
Development and Vocational Programme" set up in 1962, Launched by 

the local presbytery, the project was underwritten by a $56,000 grant 

from the United Presbyterian Women, 


Similar projects under church auspices and with the help of the Northern 
Student Movement have been initiated in Philadelphia, Boston, and other 
cities. In all the attempt is to have qualified adults, often college 
students, help in study. In some programmes tutoring in specialized — 
areas such as remedial reading is also offered, : EFS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The British Student Christian Movement!s General Council urges twofold action 
against racial prejudice: the support of economic sanctions against South. 
Africa, including writing to MPs, demonstrations and local boycotts; and 
action against racial discrimination in Britain, through social work and the 
admonition of firms discriminating in hiring policies. 


Fete ee: ti ae 
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Beginning next year, the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) will for 
the first time assume complete financial responsibility for its women's work, 
youth evangelism, aid to small churches, visitation evangelism, and hospital 
and prison evangelism. The 1965/66 budget adopted at the General Assembly 
of the 23-year-old church reflects efforts of the Japanese church to assume 
increasing financial responsibility for its work. Other aspects of the 
church's work are financed cooperatively by the Kyodan and the seven 
American mission boards which come together in the Japanese church, 


* * * 


Dr. Giinther Jacob of East Berlin said that in East Berlin and other large 
centres only about 10 to 13 per cent of Christian children participate in. 
catechism classes, while in industrial areas the percentage is between 20 
and 30, and in rural areas between 50 and 100. . 


* * * 


At the invitation of its British Regional Committee, the Prague Peace Con- 
ference is holding meetings of its Presidium, Secretariat, and Executive 
Committee in Great Britain from November 17-20 at Elfinsward, Haywards 
Heath, England. The meeting will assess the work of the-Second All 
Christian Peace Assembly, held in Prague earlier this year, and discuss the 
work of its continuing. Commissions. 


% * © 


Methodist annual conferences in West Pakistan voted to delay until 1968 any 
further moves toward autonomy. The Indus River and Karachi Provisional 
Conferences had a full discussion of the matter at their joint session in 
Lahore. | . | 


* re 
Meeting in Novi Sad, Yugoslavia, the Home Mission Conference of the Yugoslav 
Baptist Union resolved to have all their ministers supported by their e 
churches, This action will mean that no longer will the church need the . 


outside support which till now has come from the Southern Baptist (USA) 
Foreign Mission Board. 


* * * 


The Congregational Union of England and Wales reports a decline of more. - 
than 2,000: members in its churches. The more serious feature of the 
decline is that the number of children attending church or Sunday school 
has gone from 162,000 to 155,000. 


% ZA * 


Six hundred young Christians from all parts of Asia will gather at Silliman 
University in the Phillipines at the end of the year. The occasion will 
be the first Asian Christian Youth Assembly, the’ first large ecumenical 
youth gathering in Asia, which has 56 per cent of the world's population 
and only 8 per cent of the world's Christians. 


* * * 
The United Church of Christ in Japan recorded 7,279 adult baptisms during 


1963, an increase of 1,600 over the previous year. Overall membership has 
increased by 4,941 to a total at present of 193,435 members, 


* a as 
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fhe position of trained womer theologians is to be clarified by a Committee 
appointed by the Synod of Schleswig-Holstein at its meeting in Rendsburg. 
After a long discussion the Synod came to the conclusion that deliberations 
about the ultimate position of women in the ministry should not be under- 
taken without thorough clarification of all the questions involved. ‘The 
legislation at present valid in the Church of Schleswig-Holstein contains 
provisions concerning the work of women assistant pastors, but no provisions 
concerning women pastors. 


¥ *  * 
Within three years the Evangelical Church in Hesse and Nassau has more than 
quadrupled its contribution to missions and ecumenical work. Its synod, 


meesJing at Frankfurt-am-Main, allocated 1.3 million for this purpose in 
1965. In 1963 the amount was only 300,000 DM. 


* x * 


Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the WCC, has received an 
honorary Degree as Doctor of Theology from the Kirchliche Hochschule in 
Berlin for his "outstanding services to theology, to the Church and to the 
world". In Gonferring this honour on Dr. Visser 't Hooft, tribute was 
paid to him as "a preacher who spoke to all peoples, and who for many 
years had been the world-pastor of the youth of many nations", as "a 
learned theologian who has devoted himself (both in speaking and writing) 
to church unity and to the renewal of Christian doctrine", and as 'tthe 
herald of the ecumenical movement". Dr. Visser 't Hooft visited the two 
sectors of the synod meetings of the Church of Berlin-Brandenburg in 
Berlin-West and Berlin-East. He also had ccmversations with Burgermaster 
Albertz in Berlin-West and with State-Sscretary Seigewasser in-~Berlin-East. 


% * * 


The Indian Supreme Court has ruled that members of the "scheduled castes" 
of Hinduism who are converted to other religioms are not eligible for the 
special privileges extended to the group. Once known as "untouchables", 
members of the scheduled castes have been, and are presently, entitled to 
reserved representation in civil service and in legislatures, and to 
receive several educational and social concessions. The Court ruled on a 
suit filed by a Buddhist convert from a scheduled caste whose election fron 
a constituency reserved for "untouchables" was set aside by the election 
tribunal on the grounds that only Hindu members of the scheduled castes 
were entitled to seek election from the constituency. 


* % 
The Provincial Youth Board of the Church of Uganda (Anglican) is trying to 


raise £105 to help support a full-time youth worker for the National 
Christian Council of India. EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report - 1 
DECISIONS OF THE THIRD PAN-ORTHONOX CONFERENCE AT RHODES 


The Third Pan-Orthodox Conference, which met in thodes, adopted in a public 
session the following decisions which were unanimously approved by the i4 
autocephalous churches present. This was done in a solemn public session, 
the first session of the onference, after the opening one, oi which the 
press and the people of Rhodes weve allowed to be present in order to show 
visibly the unity of Orthodoxy: 


ses Our Holy Orthodox Church declares that she always wishes to have good 
relations with all Christian Churches and Confessions, for building the 
unity of Christians’ in the One, Holy, ‘Catholic’ and!’Apostolic, Church of the 


Lord, according to His words "that they all may be one" (John 17:21). 


ie In this spirit, the First Pan-Orthodox Conference of Rhodes decided to 
cultivate, in love of Christ, relations amongst Christians, while the Second 
Pan-Orthodox Conference decided in vurincipie to propose to the Roman Cathe- 
lic Church, Dialogue on equal terms. 


3. The Third Pan-Orthodox Conference reiterates the previously expressed 
desire of the Orthodox Church on the subject of this Dialogue. Having 
studied the details, the Conference realized that a due preparation and the 
creation of the appropriate conditions are necessary for a fruitful cor: 
Mencement of a real Theological Dialogue. 


Ae By this, it is not meant that each one of the local Orthodox Churches 
is not free to continue to cultivate, on its own and not on behalf of ali 
Orthodoxy, fraternal relations with the Roman Catholic Church, the con- 
viction being that in this way the actually existing difficulties will he 
gradually neutralized. 


De To this end and to better serve this Secred Cause, the Third Pane 
Orthodox Conference conveys the wish to our local Orthodox Churches, to 
study the details of this Dialogue from the Orthodox point of view and +o 
exchange, between themselves, the results of their studies as well as any 
other relevant information. 


6. Concerning the subject of. the continuation of the Theological Discuss- 
ions between our Orthodox ¢hurch and the Anglican Church, the 4rd Panortho- 
dox Conference has decided upon; 

a) the immediate formation of an Interorthodox Theological Commission 
composed of theological specialists - one to three at most — from 
each Orthodox Church, appointed by the local Churches. 

b) the acceptance in principle as a Catalogue of subjects to be discussed, 
of that which has been set up by the Ecumenical Patriarchate on the 
basis of the previous discussions, 

c) the preparation of this Interorthodox Commission prior to the opening 
of the Theological Discussions with the Anglicans, after consultation 
between the local Orthodox Churches, and 

d) the determination of the date for commencing this Theological 
Discussions between the two sides after consultation between the 
Orthodox and the Anglican Churches. 
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7. Concerning the question of the continuation of the theological ..° .. 
discussions between our Orthodox Church and the Old Catholic Church, the 
3rd Panorthodox Conference has decided upon: 
a) the immediate formation of an Interorthodox Theological Commission, 
composed of theological specialists, the number and names to be later 
- announced, after consultation between the local Orthodox Churches; 
b) the.systematic preparation by this Commission of the Orthodox theses” 
for the future theological discussions, on the basis of the Doctrinal, 
Dogmatic and Liturgical texts of the Old Catholic Church, the material 
which has been compiled up to now and the results of the previous . 
discussions; 
c) the commencement of the discussions with the corresponding Theological 
Commission of the Old Catholic Church, after mutual consultation . 
between the two Churches. 


8. Finally, the 3rd Panorthodox Conference has. decided that: . 
a) these decisions as well as the Message of the Conference are to be 


submitted to His All Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch as well as to ~ 
the other Holy Heads of the Orthodox Churches, and si ah 

b) all information concerning the decisions reached during the’ Conference 
will be given to the Churches concerned by the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
as defined and in the appropriate way. 


In addition the Pan-Orthodox Yonference sent a final message in which 
it invited all Christian Churches "to cultivate a Spirit of unity and. 
fraternity such as prevailed during the. Conference so that this spirit 
becomes the common property of all Christian peoples." . 


"The Conference" adds the message, " is convinced that God Almighty is — 
assisting it in its mission. Concerned as it is to meet the aspirations 
of all faithful Christians in understanding and love, in unity of spirit 
and of heart, it has looked for the final unity of all. | | : 


"Our Holy Orthodox Church still wishes to maintain good relations with 
all Christian Churches. We bless the name of the Lord and thank the 
God of the Trinity who found us worthy to serve His will and the spirit 
of fraternity, love and peace in the world." 


The message concludes with the following words - "The 3rd Pan-Orthodox 
onference at Rhodes in the same spirit of love turns its thoughts toward 
the ancient Orthodox Churches to which. it addresses a warm brotherly 


greeting, expressing the wish and the hope that the Lord will bless and 
strengthen our brotherly relation." 


EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report ay Re 


AFRICAN EMERGENCIES CALI FOR MASSIVE, LONG-TERM AID 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN APPROVED BY DICARWS COMMITTEE 


(Geneva) ~ For a long time to come the churches must continue to help 
refugees whose numbers are mounting in many of the new countries of Africa 
and to support Christian activities, in alliance with indigenous bodies, 
for fostering national development there. 


That is what Dr. Z.K. Matthews says in a report to the WCC Divisional 
Committee on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service which was received 
at its meeting in Geneva, November 11-13. Actions taken by the Divisional 
Committee arising out of the report were outlined in EPS No. 42. 


Dr. Matthews, the Division's Africa Secretary, was reporting on a survey 
which he made during September with Sir Hugh Foot (now Lord Caradon, the 
British government's Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and Permanent 
Representative at the United Naticns). 


"We concerned ourselves only with what was agreed as falling into the cate- 
_ gory of emergency or urgency", Dr. Matthews!'s report said. "This necessar- 
ily meant that many worthy projects of strategic importance were excluded 
from our deliberations because it was felt that they could more properly be 
dealt with by means of our normal project procedures. 


"We are confronted in the new Africa with a situation which demands the 
development of a comprehensive programme extending over a number of years." 


Dr. Matthews said that the change from colonial status to independence had 
brought new emphases, and went on: 


"Secondary education must now be speeded up, even at the expense of primary 
education, if a country is going to have the personnel to carry on the 
business of government. 


"The youth problem must now be dealt with in positive terms as a matter of 
national reconstruction and development. ie 


"Economic development, rural settlement, and agricultural development must 
now be directed to raising the standard of living of the people as a whole. 


"In all these matters, the governments are developing and laying down new 
policies, and provided the churches work within the framework of such 
policies, their assistance is not only welcomed but is positively encouraged. 
Nor are they expected to acquiesce tamely and without question in the pro- 
grammes set in motion by the government, but are expected. to offer con- 
structive criticism as part of their cooperation." | . 


Dr. Matthews said that the refugee problem in Africa is increasing in its 
dimensions as to the number of people affected and the number of countries 
involved, A feature of the African situation was the large number of young 
refugees who were seeking educational opportunities even more than material 
assistance. 


"Africans now claim the right to have.a say in the kind of help they are to 
be given", Dr. Matthews said. "This is a lesson which has to be learnt 
not only by their churches but by other agencies of assistance. 
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"Tt can sometimes be very frustrating to find people not anxious to accept 
or cooperate in generous projects simply because these do not correspond to 
their own ill-conceived ideas of development, Assistance must be preceded 
by processes of consultation and, if necessary, persuasion, rather than be 
accompanied by forms of coercion or conditional giving. The old idea that 
he who pays the piper must call the tune is now branded as ™neo-colonialism! 
which, if anything, is regarded as worse than colonialism. 


"The kind of assistance which would be welcome is that which takes the form 
of helping Africans to help themselves. African countries are crying out 
for people who are prepared to train Africans to take over their own 
Services. 


ee UG will be necessary for years to come to make use of foreign or expatriate 
personnel in.various services, but such personnel must be prepared to be 
under-studied by Africans who will eventually replace them. 


"The training institutions for local leaders to train other Africans is a top 
priority and those who are able to serve in this way, even for a limited 
period of time, are highly welcome, Funds are urgently required to set up 
such institutes, but it is felt that in the long run, money spent in this way 
will produce much more Significant results in terms of both national policy 
and national development, This emphasis on self-help projects applies both 
to refugee programmes and to programmes of national developmentally ta, >t) 


Other points made by Dr. Matthews included: 


More than 80 per cent of the people in Africa still live in rural areas. 

If the African nations are to develop their economies, able-bodied men and 
women will have to remain in the rural areas, organized in a new way, and : 
engage in agricultural pursuits on a basis other than the subsistence basis 
of the past. 


‘Secondary education and teacher-~training are in urgent demand, with women's 


education entitled to a high priority. 


Many projects of the African churches require outside help. Some are. 
already on the DICARWS Project List and support for these is sought in the 
normal way. But others should be considered by the Ecumenical Programme 
for Emergency Action in Africa (EPEAA) (See EPS No, 42) | 


In accepting the report the Divisional Committee stressed that the compre~ 


hensive programme to be developed through EPEAA, for which the World Council 
will make special appeals from time to time, is an endeavour to manifest the 
commitment of the whole Church in meeting the needs of the African churches 
and peoples. Also, that in the organization of this programme it is the 
churches of Africa, supported and sustained by their sister churches in the 
world, who are helping to meet the needs of their people and taking their 
part in building the life’of their nations. 


As reported in EPS No, 42, the Divisional Committee authorized a three-man 


team to visit Africa ana study projects which might be included in EPEAAts 


comprehensive programme, This team will report to the Divisional Committee 
at its meeting next January in Enugu, Nigeria. By EPS, Geneva 
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CCIA OFFICERS WARN OF 
IMPENDING UN FINANCIAL CRISIS 


(Geneva) - Officers of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs of the World Council of Churches have written to the foreign 
ministers of the four big powers to express concern over the financial 
crisis which "threatens to disrupt or gravely weaken the United Nations". 


Sir Kenneth Grubb, London, chairman of the COTA, and Dr. 0. Frederick 
Nolde, New York, director, have sent identical letters to the foreign 
ministers of France, the United Kingdom, the United States, and the 
USSR. 


"The continued life and growth of the United Nations as an instrument 
for justice, peace, and international collaboration is an abiding 
concern of the World Council of Churches and of the churches it serves", 
the lettez said. “In keeping with that concern we express to you and 
other leaders our deep misgivings over the unresolved constitutional 
and financial crisis which threatens to disrupt or gravely weaken the 
United Nations." 


The letter asked for earnest and proupt action on the recent appeal by 
Chief Adebo, Nigerian Ambassador to the UN and chairman of the Working 
Group of 21 Nations which has to-do with financing the peace-keeping 
efforts of the international body. Chief Adebo appealed for efforts 
by the great powers tc help create a more favorable atmosphere for 
resolving the dispute over the financing of past and future peace- 
keeping operations. 
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"We support that plea for statesmanlike and constructive action", Sir 
Kenneth and Dr. Nolde said. The letter cited the "Appeal to All Governments 
and Peoples" adopted at the World Council's Third Assembly in New Delhi in 
1961 which called for the support of institutions of peace and orderly 
methods to effect change and to settle disputes. The document spoke of 

"a duty to strengthen the UN within the framework and spirit of the Charter". 


(The crisis referred to in the CCIA letter has arisen because the USSR, as 
well as some other countries, is more than two years in arrears in payment 
to the United Nations. The USSR has contended that the General Assembly 
is not authorized to institute peace-keeping measures and therefore does not 
have the right to apportion costs to the member-governments. The Inter- 
national Court of Justice recently gave an advisory Opinion that financial 
obligations fixed by the General Assembly are valid. Unless-advance °~“—~ 
agreement is reached the crisis will break on December 1st when the 19th 
session of the General Assembly opens, because the UN charter states that 
any nation more than two years in arrears is deprived of its vote.) 

te OnE EPS, Geneva 


5 MISSION BOARDS ACTIVE IN 
JOINT RECRUITMENT PROGRAMME oat eRe 
(New. York) - Five- USA Protestant mission boards and two interdenominational 
agencies are cooperating in an experimental project involving joint 
recruitment of overseas personnel. 


The Rev." Donald Sutth, personnel sccrétary for the United Presbyterian 
Church's Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations, said each of the 
participating boards "maintains its own sovereignty" but. that all cooperate 
to meet the personnel needs of the seven agencies. 


The joint venture, which Mr. Smith described as a pilot project, is limited 
to the search for potential recruits on college campuses. Most of the. 
openings immediately available to these young people are for three-year 
terms. of service, usually as teachers. 


Cooperating in the. joint project are overseas mission agencies of the . 

United. Church of Christ, Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ), United : 
Presbyterian, Methodist, and Rvangelical United Brethren Churches. 

The United Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia and Church World. 


Service,interdenominational agencies, also are participating in the project. 
| BPS, Geneva 


APPEAL ASKS W. GERMAN 
RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL 


(Wiesbaden) - fn appeal to the West German government to resume diplomatic 
relations with Israel has been signed by some 20,000 persons in West : 
Germany and West Berlin, including many leading politicians. — | j 
The appeal was drawn up. jointly by the German Coordinating Council of the f 

i 


Associations for Cooperation between Christians and Jews, and the German 
Trade-Union Association. © : : EPS, Geneva 
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NEW SURVEY DOCUMENTS ECONOMIC 
PATTERNS AFFECTING RACE RELATIONS 


(Geneva) - Economic patterns in Southern Africa and their influence on 
race relations are documented in a study just released here. 


The study was made by a ten-member sub-committee at the consultation on the 
Christian approach to race relations held last May 24th - June 2nd at 


Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation, Zambia, under joint suspices of the Foundation, 


the South African Institute of Race Relations, and the World Council of 
Churches. 


Presented as an appendix to the report of that meeting, the survey is 
described in an introduction as intending to give "a general picture of 
economic patterns and trends in this region as seen by Christian laymen". 
It emphasized that it is not meant to be "a detailed economic analysis". 


Countries dealt with are South Africa, (Southern) Rhodesia, Zambia, and 
Malawi. 


The report says the committee found that tensions and injustices of. 
racially divided societies in scuthern Africa are evident in three main ways: 


- "social injustice and restriction of freedom of association due to legal, 
administrative, and eustomary segregation; 


- "unequal opportunities and economic power due partly to history, but 
mainly to segregation in education and practices of job reservation; 


- "restrictive franchise laws which prevent constitutionel action by the 
African. majorities to correct (the above two points yi. 


The section on South Africa, the most detailed in the study, reports on 
population, land, occupations, legal barriers, non-white participation in 
business ownership, education, both at university level and vocational and 
technical training, the churches! task and rural economy, and future policy. 


The concluding paragraph on South Africa states: 


"The continued enforcement of the policy of apartheid is in conflict with 
demands for equal rights everywhere being made by non-whites themselves and 
the international community. It has been suggested at the United Nations 
that sanctions should be applied against South Africa in order to secure a 
Change of policy. Sanctions so far undertaken by various states have had 
little effect on the situation because the states applying them have had no 
major trading relations with South Africa. For a general trade boycott to 
be effective it must be supported by the eight major industrial countries - 
USA, United Kingdom, Russia, France, Japan, Germany, Canada, and possibly 
RUSTE sce ese s! 

(Copies of the report are available at a cost of Sw. Fr. 1. 50 (USA $0.50, 


UK 2/6.) from Publications Office, World Council of Churches, 150 Route 
de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20.) EPS, Geneva 
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CANADIAN ANGCLICAN-UNITED 
CHURCH UNION PLAN PRESENTED 


(Toronto) - A draft plan for a merger of the Anglican Church of Canada and 
the United Church of Canada - which seeks to solve the thorny questions of 
apostolic succession and a unified ministry - has been presented here. 


Under study of the Committees of ten. national negotiating groups of both 
churches, the plan was seen as "accelerating the conversations" toward 
formation of a new "Church of Canada". Talks on the union have been in 
progress for 20 years. 


The plan was formulated after three years by some 40 priests, ministers, and 
laymen of the Huron Anglican diocese and the United Church's London 
Conference. It was signed by 18 United Church members and 17 Anglicans. 


Known as the London Plan, it calls for the presbyterian-ordered United 
Church to accept bishops in the historic succession and the Anglicans to 
accept the United ministry without reordination. 


Bishops would be elected by "diocesan presbyteries" and be responsible to 
them. Under the plan, the bishop would be responsible for the ordination of 
presbyters - as the priest-ministers would be oalled in the new church - and 
for their appointment to pulpits. At present, in the United fhurch, 
Ministers are "called by congregations; and in the Anglican Church, 
appointed by bisheps. 


The plan also calls for creation of an unspecified number of diocesan 
presbyterian provincial conferences, and a supreme court to be called the 
General Synod - as in the Anglican Church. 


It provides for a lay or clerical moderator as presiding officer and a 

primate as the new Church's spiritual head. The moderator would serve a 

two-year term and the primate!s tenure would be limited to ten years. 
aPS, Geneva 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL COOPERATION 
IN SOME MISSION WORK FORECAST 


(West Newton, Mass. ) - Informal negotiations among three major Protestant 
Churches may wipe out some denominational lines in some foreign mission 
activities within a year, the United Church of Christ's Board for World 
Ministries was told here. : 


In his annual report, Dr. Alford Carleton, @xecutive vice-iresident, said 
disgussions have been underway among foreign mission agencies of the United 
Church, the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ), and the United | 
Presbyterian Church. As a result, he noted, the board's annual meeting in ‘ 
1965 might be called upon to take "some important decisions ... in this field ¥ 
of collective interdenominational action". 


one person to serve two or more mission boards "in areas of specialized 
competence, the recognition of the same individuals as representatives to 
national churches where our missions lie side by side, and participation in 
collective programmes of recruitment". EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Carleton said such cooperative ventures might take the form of appointing 
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) 
' 
” 
“_ «jer ee 


Not 44 - 26th November, 1964 | ; 


4 CHURCHES IN RURAL TOWN 
THRIVE IN UNIQUE UN1ON 


(Schellsburg, Pa.) = Four "dying churches" in this tiny Pennsylvania town 
have found new life in a unique union that could set a precedent for 
Similar rural. communities. 


Involved are congregations affiliated with the United Presbyterian Church 
in the USA, the Lutheran Church in America, the Methodist Church, and the 
United Church of Christ. The new united church is affiliated with the 
United Church of Christ. 


Like thousands of similar snall towns across America, Schellsburg, whose 
population has dwindled to 288, is unable to support four Protestant churches. 


tn Aprid, 1961, state and: local leaders of the four denominations involved 
and Dr. Jesse D. Reber, general secretary of the Pennsylvania Council of 
Churches, met to plan a complete union of the four bodies. In the ensuing 
months. the plan had a stormy time, but finally a "trial union" was agreed 
on. 


The United Church of Christ was asked to appoint a resident pastor and the 
other three denominations withdrew whatever part-time pastoral arrangements 
they had. 


in February of this year the Rev. Daniel Kratz went to Schellsburg to attempt 
to unite the people of the four churches. The measure of his success came 
after eight months when the people proposed a new vote on the unien instead 
of completing the proposed two-year period. On October 4th they voted. - 

101 in favour, 25 opposed, and 2 abstaining. 


Both attendance and financial support at the united church's services has 
considerably exceeded previous combined totals for the four individual 
congregations. In a community of only 288, attendance several times has 
exceeded 200. A United Church of Christ type of worship service is used 
generally, but a Communion service has been worked out that uses seontri- 
butions from all four traditions. EPS, Geneva 


REFORMED LEADER 
VISITS ROUMANIA 


(Geneva) - Dr. Marcel Pradervand, general secretary of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches, said on. his return here after a week visiting the 
Reformed Church of Roumania that Roumania enjoyed a greater political and 
economic autonomy today than it had on his first visit to the country in 
1956. He reported that a great industrial development had taken place 

Since then, and was continuing. 


He said he found religion deeply rooted in the Roumanian people and that the 
Orthodox Church still enjoyed the support of the vast majority. Other 
churches, though much smaller, also were well supported. The governnent 
recognised the importance of religion in the national life and showed a 
genuine understanding~ of the churches. 


Eoumenical relations were excellent, Dr. Pradervand reported. He had been 


especially happy to see the personal interest taken by the Orthodox Patriarc 


of Bucharest in the welfare of the Reformed Churches. 


The nine-day visit was made at the invitation of the Reformed Church of 
Roumaniae The Church has a membership of about 800,000 baptised persons, 
and is a member of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. EPS, Geneva 
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ASIAN LEADERS STUDY 
MASS COMMUNICATION 


(Hong Kong). - Some 35 persons have taken part in the first East Asia 
Christian Conference's -neeting on mass communications. The week- long 
session was held at Tao Fong Shan, founded by the Christian Mission to 
Buddhists and now the home of the Christian Study Centre of Hong Kong. 


Participants came from 14 Asian countries and leaders also were present 
from Great Britain and the United States. 


Dr. John Garrett; rector of Camden College, Sydney, Australia, in a series 
of three lectures on the strategy of contemporary Christian mass communi- 
cation, emphasized that "the mind-set" of most churches in this field must 
be changed radically if they are to effectively serve as God's redemptive 
agent. 


Speakers also discussed communication through the arts with particular 
emphasis on drama, painting,and music. A highlight was the presentation 
of interpretative Christian dances. The meeting was organized by the 
Broadcasting and Audio-Visual Aids Committee of BACC, of which Mr. Matthew 
Se Ogawa, Tokyo, is the secretary. EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST CHURCHES PLAN 

YEAR-LONG SELF-STUDY 

(Chicago) = Methodist churches throughout the USA will begin a four-year 
search for Christian unity witha year-long self-study to determine how 


each congregation measures up to the New Testament view of what a church 
should be. 


Bishop Roy ne Short of fect erce Kye, told the Methodist District 


Superintendent Convocation here ‘that the denomination's 39,000 local churches 


"need to pels at themse sives in the light of the New Testament church". 


Every A onal church should "spend a year or more in self- examination in the 
light of the New Testament demand that the church bear one witness in one 
world", he declared. 


Following the self-examination period, the bishop said, each local church 
is expected "on its own motion to take certain steps of its own choosing 
by which it may come to share more fully and effectively in the achievement 
of greater oneness among the followers cf Christ". ; EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL BHA OUTLINES FUTURE 
WORK OF ViTICAN SECRETARIAT 


(Vatican City) - Augustin Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican Department for 
the Promotion of Christian Unity, said here that a major job:of that 
Department in the future will be the preparation of "directives" for 
Roman Catholic conversations with representatives of other churches. 


Interviewed here at the conclusion of the Vatican Council's third session, 
the Cardinal, said his Department will seek to foster and extend the 
contacts established with other churches during the Council and to plan 
cooperative work and organize theological conversations, wherever possible. 
EPS, Geneva 
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_ AUSTRALIAN DISCIPLES 
_ APPROVE UNION CONVERSATIONS 


(Sydney) - The Federal Conference of the Churches of Christ (Disciples) has 
authorized its officials to enter into conversations with officials of churches 
engaged in conversations looking towards formation of a united church. 


The conversations will be initiated on behalf of the church by its Department 


for the Promotion of Christian Union. 


Churches currently involved in union discussions are the Congregational Union 
of Australia, the Methodist Church of Australasia, the Presbyterian Chureh of 
Australia, and the Church of England in Australia. 


The Disciples'action stipulated that before any moves are taken beyond 
conversation, all its congregations should have the opportunity to vote on 
proposals. It also said that in 1966 a further vote concerning the continuation 
of such conversations should be held. EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC-EPISCOPALIAN SERVICE 
SET ON FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 


(Cambridge, Mass.) - Roman Catholic and Protestant Episcopal clergymen and 
laity will participate in a special Ecumenical Advent Service to be held here. 


The service;to be held in Christ Church (Episcopal), on Nov.29, the first 
Sunday of Advent, has been authorized by Richard Cardinal Cushing, Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Boston, and Episcopal Bishop Anson Phelps Stokes of 
Massachusetts. . ; 


Two homilies will be delivered at the service, one by Bishop Stokes and the 
other by Auxiliary Bishop Thomas J.itlley of Boston, who will represent — 
Cardinal Cushing. 


The idea for the service arose from conversations involving the chaplains 

and directors of Catholic and Episcopal student choirs. They approached 
Bishop Stokes and Cardinal Cushing and both quickly granted permission 

for it to take place"on this one occasion". | BPS, Geneva 


JAPAN CHURCH OPPOSES 
ATOMIC SUBMARINES! VISITS 


(Tokyo) - A statement, addressed to Japanese Prime Minister Hayato Ikeda, 
opposing the call of American nuclear-powered submarines at Japanese ports 
and requesting the Government to withdraw its approval for such visits, has 
been issued by the United Church of Christ in Japan. , ; 


The statement, prepared by the executive committee at the request of the 
400-member General Assembly, which met recently in Tokyo, declares thats 'tas 
the great majority of Japanese nuclear ‘scientists have pointed out, there 

is no assurance of safety against disasters caused by radiation or accidents, 
and there is great anxiety among the Japanese people". It continued: 


"Furthermore, as these visits might create suspicion that Japan is armed 


with nuclear weapons, and this may cause international strife which in its 


turn would heighten the danger of an outbreak: of nuclear warfare in the 
Indo-China peninsulé and other parts of Asia, we cannot possibly approve 
of them." EPS, Geneva 


No.44 - 26th November, 1964 8 


NEW GIFTS FOR 
RURAL CHURCH IN KOREA 


(Soonchon, Korea) - A small Korean church, which made news last year when 
Congo churchwomen helped provide its sanctuary, has received another gift - 
this time from a congregation in Tokyo, Japan. 


With the funds from Tokyo, the Korean congregation was able to put down a 
wooden floor in its new church building. 


The church was begun a little more than a year ago at Kwang Chon, Korea, a 
small town 22 miles from Soonchon. Since no public meeting hall or school 
was available, they held their worship services in a borrowed room of a stable, 
which quickly became too small to accomodate the growing congregation. 


Hearing of their need, Presbyterian women of the Church in Mutoto, Congo, 
sent their entire World Day of Prayer offering to the Korean congregation, 
which was used towards the purchase of a residence for use as its church 
building. 


Last summer the new church was visited by a Korean minister who now serves 

a Korean Presbyterian Church in Tokyo. A few weeks later the little Korean 

congregation received a check from his Tokyo church. With this contribution 
it was able to replace the church's ondul (clay covered with oil paper) 

floor with a new wooden one. EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN CENTURY SELECTS 
CATHOLIC, JEWISH "EDITORS-AT-LARGE" 


(Chicago) - A new group of editors-at-large, including a Roman Catholic and 
a Jew, was amnounced in the Nov.18 issue of The Christian Century, ecumenical 
weekly published here. 3 


While the publication "is Christian and Protestant and will remain so", the 
announcement said, "it is also ecumenical in its interests and concerns". 


The Roman Catholic and Jew named are David Danzig, associate director of 

the American Jewish Committee and lecturer in intergroup relations at the 
Columbia University School of Social Work, and Michael Novak, Catholic lay 
journalist, teaching fellow at Harvard University and editor of The Current, 
national Catholic quarterly. EPS, Geneva 


WCC DELEGATION 
VISITING BULGARTA 


(Sofia, Bulgaria) - A six-man World Council of Churches delegation is currently — 
making a week-long visit in Bulgaria at the invitation of Patriarch Kyrille 
of the Orthodox Church. of Bulgaria. : 


Members of the visiting WCC group are Dr.Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the 
Central Committee; Dr.W.A.Visser 't Hooft, general secretary; Archbishop . 
Takovos of the Greek Archdiocese of North and South America and one of the WCC! gt 
six presidents; Bishop Timiadis, representative of the Ecumenical Patriarch to % 
the World Council; Archprbest Vitaly Borovoy, representative of the Russian ' 
Orthodox Church to the World Council; and Mr.Christopher King, secretary for 7% 
Orthodox Churches and Countriés of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, A 
Refugee »,and World Service. EPS, Geneva 
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VERWOERD CONDEMNS 
UK CHURCH COUNCIL 


(Petersburg) - The South African Prime Minister, Dr.Verwoerd, has entered 
the controversy concerning a recent statement of the British Council of Churches 
denouncing apartheid with the words: "In plain language, I condemn them". 


Speaking at a Nationalist Party rally here Dr.Verwoerd said the recent actions 
of the British Council of Churches "are attempts to soften us up". 


In his address, Dr.Verwoerd also advised Afrikaans clergymen not to accept 
invitations from the Presbyterian Church to visit Britain. 


The Prime Minister said the British Council's attitude was not new. South 
Africa, throughout her history, had had trouble with churchmen from Britain. 
"Referring to the report of the BCC's working party on South Africa, Dr. 
Verwoerd said: 


"The damage done by the British churches cannot be undone even through 
explanations by the Archbishop of Canterbury. 


The British Churches have declared political war on South Africa." 
(See EPS No.40) EPS, Geneva 


COMMON MORAL FRONT URGED 
TO CHURCHES BY PATRIARCH 


(Vienna) - The Ecumenical Patriarch, in a special interview granted to Die 
Presse ,independent newspaper here, urged churches of the East and West to 
present a common moral front to the world. 


"If the churches united in moral strength, it will have ereat weight" in 
making the world a better place to live, asserted Ecumenical Patriarch 
Athenagoras. 


He also referred to the growing contacts between Orthodox and Roman Catholic 
churches and predicted that "now that the doors of the West have been opened 
one can expect further meetings between spiritual leaders of the West and 
Hast", 


Patriarch Athenagoras said his January meeting with Pope Paul VI in the Holy 
Land "was a decisive occasion because it ended a long dark period of distrust 
and animosity and opened a new era of goodwili on both sides to restore the 
unity. of the one church of Christ". 


He said the Orthodox Church is following attentively the "ecumenical spirit" 
deronstrated at the Vatican Council because "unity of the church is the will 
of the Lord". 


However, he continued, he was not unaware of the "countless difficulties" 
facing Christian unity. He said some of them were different inherent ways 
of thinking, different philosophical views, church education, different ways 
of formulating the same views, prejudice, fanaticism, and the conscious or 
subconscious confusion which limits religious freedom. . EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The General Synod of the Reformed Church of the Netherlands has reaffirmed 
its opposition to nuclear armaments, both to their use and to their stock- 
piling. ‘The Synod first stated its opposition to nuclear armaments two 
years ago. ! 


‘ ‘ 4 
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A new Bible House, in New York, will be occupied by the American Bible 
Society early in 1966, the year of the society's 150th anniversary. A 
major feature will be a library of 100,000 volumes devoted to only one 
. book - the Bible - in some 1,200 languages and dialects. 


% * * 


The Board of Managers of United Church. Men, an agency of the National 
Council of Churches (USA), has voted to send a delegation of leading 
Protestant laymen to the 12th German Evangelical Church Day Congress (DEKT) 
at Cologne, July 28 - Aug. l. 


* * * 


The application of the Assistant Bishop of St. John's Kaffraria, the Right 
Rev. A. H. Zulu, for a passport to enable him to attend a meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, in Enugu, Nigeria in. 
January, has been turned down. i : 

x x 4 

The Executive Committee of the General Synod of the Nederduitse Gereformeerde 
Kerk of South Africa has stated that it welcomes ecumenical contacts with 
other churches as "an opportunity" for professing the unity of the church 
as the body of Christ on earth,for warding off the darigers threatening the - 
church from time to time, and for promoting the calling of the church to.:. 
glorify Christ. "Where opportunities are offered to make such contacts, the 
church widt-readily avail itself of them", it said. 


& eongsultation will be held in Paris, Dec. 2-4, between representatives of 
the All. Africa Conference of Churches: and. UNESCO officials on the possi- 
bilities for cooperation with regard to Education in Africa. Four AACC 
leaders will. participate. In addition five World Council of Churches 
executives will take part. Mr, . 


Roo T ae cate * 


Some 150 Protestant, Roman Catholic,and Jewish clergy and laymen recently 
held four days of closed- door discussions in Warrenton, Va., (USA), on 
ways: to implement the Civil Rights Act and the new anti-poverty programme. 5 
The off-the-record consultation brought together churchmen from local 
areas in 25 states, including nine Deep South and border states. Sponsor- 
ing groups were the National Council of Churches, the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference, and the Synagogue Council of America, 


% % * 


A Japan Church World Service team of eleven Christian. laymen, social workers, 
and ministers left Japan by plane.on Nov. 1ll.on!a 13-day goodvill visit to 
other East Asian countries. The purpose of the trip is to deepen under- 
standing between’Asian churches, study what they may do to help one another, 
and encourage those engaged in service work. ._In Taiwan, Hong Kong, Bangkok, 
and Kuala Lumpur, tour members will visit centres of church and social work, 
including hospitals, refugee aid, churches, and theological schools. 


* * e - 


Since the beginning of the current term at the University of Williamstown, 
Mass. , (USA), joint services for Roman Catholics and Protestants have been 
held once a week., They have been organised by Brother Christophe, one of 
the brothers from the Protestant Community at Taizé, France, who is 

currently studying at the University. EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 
MIXED REACTIONS AS VATICAN COUNCIL THIRD SESSION CLOSES 


The third session of the Vatican Council ended on saturday, November 21. 
During its last meetings it adopted a series of texts which were solemnly 
proclaimed by the Pope. The most important of these were the Schema on 
the Church (especially its definition of the collegiality of the Bishops), 
the Schema on Ecumenism, and the Schema on the Eastern Catholic Qhurches. 


Many commentators have stressed the importance of the Schema on Ecumenisn. 

The New York Herald Tribune, recalling that "Christian unity was one of the 
great dreams of Pope John XXIII", drew attention to the fact that "this is 

the first time that the Council devoted a whole Decree to this subject". 

It added that it is significant that the Schema recognises that "the respons- 

ibility (for the divisions) must often be laid to the charge of men on both 

sides". 


Relations with the Jewish people 


The Council approved a statement on relations with non-Christian, which 
includes a chapter on the Jewish people, absolving them of the charge of 
"deicide" in the crucifixion and condemning anti-semitism. A final vote 
on this statement will be taken at the fcurth session. 


Most of the commentators agreed that this chapter constitutes a considerable 
improvement upon the previous text, but expressed regret that it was included 
in a statement which also deals with relations with Hinduism, Buddhism, and 
Islam, The discussion on this text evoked heated discussion, and the Council 
vote adopting the statement aroused immediate negative reactions in the Arab 
world. 


In Israel, Mr.derah Warhaftig, Ministervfor Religion, said: "the decision 
would be important if it were confirmed by the next session of the Council", 
But, he added that it shows "a certain degree of remorse for persecutions" 
of the past, and "appeals to Christians to beware of stirring up hatred of 
the Jews in future". 


’ Cyril II, Patriarch of the Coptic Orthodox Church strongly criticised the 
text and stated that he hoped a Council of Coptic Orthodox Bishops would be 
held in order to study it. 


Negative reactions 


However, some reactions were considerably more reserved with regard to certain 
events which marked the final sessions of the Council. The point which aroused 
the most controversy within the Council itself was the decision taken by the 
1t2-man Presidium, and supported by the Pope, to postpone until the fourth session 
the vote on the new text of a statement on’religious liberty. In spite of 
lively protests, notably a petition signed by some 850 Bishops, the Presidium 
refused to alter its decision. 


A leader of the Dutch Reformed Church expressed "tremendous regret" because 
the third session of the Council closed with a postponement of the religious 
liberty statement. He said it is now feared that "'the manoeuvres which have 
gone on at the Council" may prove unpropitious for eventual passage of this 
statement, "Tremendous hopes had been raised. Now the postponement of the 
schema threatens them with extinction," he commmted,. 
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The Paris daily Le Monde said that although the decision of the Presidium 

was administratively correct, its psychological effect was "deplorable ... 

It is most regrettable that some compromise was not found in order to permit 
the gathering to vote, and thus to show clearly that the Second Vatican. 
Council regards religious liberty as an infinitely precious possession," it 
said. "The prestige of the Pope has suffered somewhat as a result. In his 
desire to gain the support of the minority, Paul VI has ended by offending the 
majority. In this light (this development), however painful, may have 
salutary results (if it helps) to show the Pope the real psychology of the 
College of Bishops; and if(the Bishops) stimulate him to take the necessary 
steps to renew the atmosphere at the Vatican." 


A second point about which misgivings were expressed was the introduction 

"by a higher authority" of 19 amendments to the Schema on Ecumenisn which 

had already been discussed and voted on in detail. Although most of these 
modifications are minor, some of them have evoked criticism. For instance © 
many Protestant commentators considered it in bad taste to alter one of the 
phrases in the Schema which declared: "Protestants find God who speaks to 

them in the Bible" to. "Protestants seek God as if He spoke to them in the Bible 


A third action which has been widely criticized was the Pope's decision to _ 
proclaim Mary as the "Mother of the Church", whereas, as Le Monde commented, 
the Council "had carefully avoided this expression in the chapter on the 
Vargint, It said it regarded this action by the Pope as an indication that 
he wants "to.show his independence of the Council". 


Fourthly, Orthodox commentators, among others, have expressed dissatisfaction 
with the Schema on the Eastern Catholic Churches. This deals with relations 
with the Orthodox world within the framework of the relations between Rome 

and the Uniate Churches, whose existence has for a long time constituted one 
of the main sources of tension between the Roman Catholic Church and Orthodoxy. 


Mgr. de Smedt speech welcomed with enthusiasm 


But the commentators have not been entirely critical, An extremely warm 
welcome has been given to the report of Mgr.de Smedt, Bishop of Bruges, on 

the statement. concerning religious literty. Special significance is whee 
to his affirmation that: "No-one can be the object of coercion by Other men .e! 
Religious liberty is a requirement imposed by human dignity itself. Religion 
lies beyond the sphere of authority of the state. The State must recognise — 


and defend the freedom of all its citizens to practise their religion freely. . 
The State has neither to direct the course of religion, nor to prevent it". 
.He continued: "Religious liberty is excluded where, even if a religion: j 


enjoys certain privileges, a citizen is not free to practise the religion of 4 
his choice. Whether the Church is a minority or a majority Church, it demand 
the same thing." . . : 


Lastly, the fact is stressed that, contrary to the rules of the Council, % 
Mgr.de Smedt's speech was applauded several times, especially when he stated: 
"Confidence in the Church of Christ must never depend on a secular power. ~ 
In its difficulties the Church must not be forced to seek refuge in the arms 
of the public authorities. The best testimony the Church can bear to the 
truth of the Gospel is to show itself s6 confident in the power of truth that 
it does not need to rely on the public powers," me 
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Mixed marriages 


Commentators have also stressed the significance of the votum concerning 
the sacrament of marriage, and especially that section dealing with mixed 
Marriages. The text, which will be voted upon at a follewing session, 
includes the passages: ~ 


"In all mixed marriages, in order to apply for special dispensation, the 
Catholic partner must be seriously obliged, and must sincerely promise, 

to have all the children baptised and brought up in the Catholic faith, to 

the utmost of his or her ability." © This last sentence would be a considerable 
modification of the present practice, because it removes the unconditional and 
juridically absolute obligation to bring up the children in the Catholic faith. 


In addition it states that "the non-Catholic partner must be informed in due 
time" of the promise made by the Catholic partner, and it should be "verified 
that (this promise) is not repugnant to him!', Similarly, "the non-Catholic 
partner must be informed of the ends and characters of marriage which must 
not be rejected by either one of the partners. 


"Mixed marriages must be contracted in accordance with the form laid down in 
the Canon, But if serious difficulties prevent this, in order to ensure the 
validity of marriages contracted through genuine consent, the local Bishop 
shall be given authority to grant dispensation from the Canonic form." Here 
again, this text would be 4 substantial modification of the present state. 

It would allow the possibility that a bishop could authorize mixed marriages 
to be blessed by a Protestant pastor or by an Orthodox priest, and still 
regard them as valid. "This abrogates the excommunication decreed by the 
present Canon Law against those who have contracted a marriage before a non- 
Catholic minister." (It should be noted that the project remains rather vague 
in its formulation since it is only a request presented to the Pope for a new 
canonical regulation which would be worked out after the Council is concluded. 


Towards a reform of the Curia 


Another noteworthy point is that in his closing address Pope Paul VI gave an 

assurance that he would ask the Bishops for their co-operation not only on the 
Commission after the Council ig concluded, but also in the central government 
of the Church. "That will also be useful" said the Pope, "in view of the fact 
that the renewal of the Roman Curia" is under examination at the present time. 


A Communiqué from the Information Department of the WCC 


The Information Department of the WCC has published the following communiqué 
concerning the postponement to the fourth session of the Council of the vote 
on the new version of the statement on Religious Liberty: 


"World Council leaders point out that they had very often expressed the hope 
that the Roman Catholic Church would, at the earliest possible moment make a 
clear and positive statement about religious liberty. When a large.majority 
of the Council expressed itself in favour of religious liberty, it was there- 
fore thought that the time had now come when one of the most difficult problems 
of relationship between the Roman Catholic Church and other churches could be 
‘solved. It is therefore a very real disappointment to find that the present 
session of the Council is ending without a vote on the subject and that there 
remains, at least for the time being, a great uncertainty as to the official 
position of the Roman Catholic Church in this matter." BPS. ¢ 
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BULGARIAN PATRIARCH EMPHASIZES 
NEED FOR "ECUMENICAL THEOLCGY" 


(Sofia) - Patriarch Kyrille of the Orthodox Church of Bulgaria said 

here that the search for Christian unity requires an "ecumenical theology" 
inspired by the spirit of truth and consolation and seeking, however 
distant the goal, the restoration of the’faith of the Apostles. 


"Christian ecumenism is not merely an echo of human desires for unity", 
he declared. «"It-is an..order,from.our,Lord.Jesus: Christ." It must. be 

based upon.truth, justice and charity, and all churches must understand 
that "prosleytism is the enemy of the ecumenical spirit". 


Speaking at the Academy of Theology in a programme arranged in connection 
with the visit of a six-man World Council of Churches delegation, the 
Patriarch emphasized that a great obstacle to Christian unity is the 
belief that there exists on earth only one door leading to the. great 
Church Universal. ©"We well know Christ is the door that is open to 

all and apart from Him there is no other door", he declared. Neither 

the traditions of the Christian Hast or those of the Christian West, 

he suggested, possessed the full ecumenical truth. 


Further, he said, it is not sufficient for the churches to "show their 
light to the world. They must give the world that light. They must 
manifest their faith through their actions. This is the Christian 

and the ecumenical task." | 


The Patriarch said his church was a member of the: World Council. of 
Churches because it wished to support every effort towards rapprochment 
of the churches and was "persuaded that confessional differences must 
no longer be a wall of separation in a world seeking unity". 
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The delegation's visit was the first made by a WCC group since the 
Bulgarian churoh became a member of the Council in 1961. 


During the five-day visit the delegation met with various church leaders, 
visited the monasteries at Dragalevtzi and Batchkovo, and attended a 
service at the Cathedral of Saint Alexander Nevsky at which members were 
introduced by the Patriarch to a congregation numbering over 1,000 persons. 


The WCC delegation also met with officials of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs including Mr. Mihailoff, vice-president of the state Council of 
Ministers, and Mr. Michail Kioutchoukov, president of the state Committee 
for Questions concerning the Churches. 


Members of the WCC delegation were: Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of 
the Central Committee; Dr. W. A. Visser ‘t+ Hooft, general secretary; ~ 
Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Archdiocese of North and South America and 
one of the WCO's six presidents; Bishop Hniliancs, representative of the 
Ecumenical Patriarch to the World Council; Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy, 
representative of the Russian Orthodox Church to the World Council; and 
Mr. Christopher King, secretary for Orthodox Churches and Countries of the 
wOC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. ; 

EPS, Geneva 


INTER-CONFESSIONAL RESBARCH 
CENTT™ OPENING ON FEB. 1 


(Strasbourg) - Pormal dedication of the new centre here of the Lutheran 

Foundation .for Inter-Confessional.Research will.be held.on.Feb.. 1. The 

event is expected to be attended by numerous prominent guests from other 
parts of Europe and overseas. 


The centre will. carry forward a research programme initiated under direct 
LWF auspices in 1960 and turned over to the independent foundation, newly 
established for that purpose, by the federation's Helsinki Assembly in 1963. 


Meeting here on Nov. 23-25 under the chairmanship of Bishop Hermann : 
Dietzfelbinger of Munich, Germany, the centre's Board of Trustees decided 
that work should be concentrated on topics on which ecumenical attention 

is currently centered because of developments at the Second Vatican Council. 
These would include liturgy, the ministry, the Church, and the relation 
between scripture and tradition. EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL "FIRST! — 
IN SANTIAGO DE CUBA 


(Santiago) - Some 


00 Protestant and Roman Catholic clergy, seminary students, 


and laymen gathered in the Roman Catholic Cathedral of Santiago here for a 
lecture on modern trends in Roman Catholic theology. 


The meeting was the first of its kind involving members of the two traditions 
in this area of Cuba. It was arranged on the initiative of the Baptist 
Seminary of Santiago which asked Roman Catholic authorities to appoint 
someone to discuss the stbject. eV gnee Wg 


§ 
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The speaker Was the Rev. Carlos Manuel de Céspedes, professor of dogmatics 
at the main Roman Catholic seminary in Havana. Regarded as one of the 
outstanding Cuban Roman Catholic leaders, he recently returned from Rome 


where he did graduate study. , 
The speaker was introduced by Archbishop Enrique Pérez Serantes of Santiago 
de Cuba. A report of the meeting said that both in the introduction and in 


the lecture "the dominant note was the desire for closer acquaintance and 
better relations". EPS, Geneva . 
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NEW ZEALAND PRESBYTERIANS LIST 
DIRECTIVES FOR ROMAN CATHOLIC ENCOUNTER 


(Auckland) ~ Delegates to the New Zealand Presbyterian General Assembly 
here have endorsed a five-point plan designed to provide guidelines for 
relations with the nation's Roman Catholics. 


In taking the action the Assembly defeated a move to reject publication of 
such a statement unless it included a section on differences between Roman 
Catholic and Presbyterian churches. 


The five methods of "association" endorsed by the Assembly were: theological 
dialogue; cooperation in social and civic action; open discussion of __ 
problems arising from differences in theological concepts, tradition, and 
church policies or practices; sharing in combined worship and prayer; and 
"personal neigtbourliness' towards individual Roman Catholics. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES AID YUGOSLAV 
FLOOD SURVIVORS 


(Geneva) - Churches in Germany through their Bread for the World campaign, 
and Dutch Protestant churches contributed $10,000 to aid the survivors OL im 
floods which ravaged a part of Zagreb and other areas in northwestern 
Yugoslavia in late October. An estimated 10,000 dwellings were destroyed 
and some 40,000 persons were evacuated. The funds were channelled through 
the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service of the World 
Council of Churches. The Dutch funds were gathered in an appeal issued 
through a church-sponsored radio programme.known as "Wild Geese", 


Church World Service; aid agency of the USA: churches, forwarded 5,000 
blankets by military air transport. EPS, Geneva 


USA/NCC STREAMLINES 
WORK TO AID CLERGY 


(New York) - The National Council of Churches (USA) has united two of its 
departments in a move to provide better services for .the needs of the 
ordained minister from "recruitment to retirement". 


The two - the Department of the Ministry and the Department of Pastoral 
Services - now form the Department of Ministry, Vocation, and Pastoral 
Services. 


The Rev. Ralph E. Peterson, currently executive director of the ministry 
department will become the executive head of the new unit. Summarizing 

the results of the step, he noted that "for the first time we will have 

a unified programme related to both theological training and the specialized 
ministries - whether in the hospital or special parish, working with drug 
addicts or young people", EPS, Geneva 
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MISSISSIPPI CHRISTIANS URGED TO 
WORK TOWARDS END OF RACE PROBLEMS 


(Jackson, Mississippi) - The Mississippi Baptist Convention said here that 
"since the majority of the people of Mississippi, of both races, are 
Christians ... it is evident that they must work towards finding a solution" 
to the state's racial problems. 


This method, rather than the intervention of "Baptists and others" from 
outside Mississippi, will best serve the cause of racial peace, the statement 
suggested. 


The declaration, the first official recognition by Mississippi Baptists of 
the state's racial tensions, declared that "serious racial problems now 
beset our state" and that "they are presenting an unfavourable and largely 
false image. of the state to the world. 


It deplored "every act of violence. and lawlessness! and commended law 
enforcement agencies for their efforts to maintain law and order. 


x * * 


In.Belzoni, Mississippi, the minister of a Baptist church has resigned his 
pastorate of 21 years in a dispute with his congregation over race 
relations. 


The Rev. Chester A. Molpus' said he resigned because he wished "to prevent 
any hurt which might come to the church by the taking of a vote on the 
recommendation to oust me". 


The church endorsed the practice of racial segregation in its worship 
services more than a year ago. It also declared then that there should be 
"no teaching or preaching advocating integration of the races in any of its 
services". 


“In a church bulletin, Pastor Molpus issued the following statement: 


"I, for my part, will not deny a Negro who desires it the privilege of 
worshipping in the same church building with me. I cannot for the life of 

me imagine Jesus standing on the church steps and turning a man away because - 
of the colour of his skin." EPS, Geneva 


CHANGE IN CHURCH 
NAMES URGED 


(London) - An Anglican leader suggests in a new booklet issued here that the 
words "catholic", "orthodox", and "protestant" are incorrect to describe } 
segments of Christendom and "very often are the catchwords of old con-. # . 
troversies and the dangerous epitomes of dated half-truths and understate- | 
ments". 


; 
Canon Bernard C. Pawley in a booklet titled "Anglican Roman Relations" said 
that "to speak of any baptized Christians as 'non-Catholic' is inadmissible; 7 
to speak of the Greek and Slavonic churches as 'orthodox!,in the sense in 
which that term cannot be applied to any other churches, is misleading, and 
to describe as 'protestant! a whole group of churches is to suggest that 
their whole reason for being is Yooted in the controversies of the 16th 
century... 


"Every church always and everywhere, if it is to be worthy of the name of 
Christ, must at least aspire to be at once catholic, orthodox, protestant, 
against error, and evangelical" ,he declared. : EPS, Geneva 


es 
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EXPERT WARNS AGAINST 
"MIXED MARRIAGE" WITH SECT MEMBER 


(Stuttgart) - The difficulties involved in a marriage between a Roman 
Catholic and a Protestant are "child's play" compared with the complications 
that arise in a marriage between a Protestant and the member of a funda- 
mentalist sect, Dr. Kurt Hutten, director of the Evangelical Centre for the 
study of "Weltanschauung", said here. 


He said he was receiving an increasing number of letters from Protestants 
who have contracted such marriages, or whose children had joined sects and 
that these letters expressed "deep sorrow due to misunderstandings and to 
the destruction of all familiar ties". 


The centre which Dr. Hutten heads is responsible, on behalf of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany, for studying contemporary religious and 
ideological trends, and helping to clarify questions - both theoretical and 
practical - arising from then. EPS, Geneva 


EUROPEAN STUDY OF 
CONGREGATIONAL STRUCTURE 


(Geneva) - Initial results of a study of the changes required in the 
congregational structures of Western European churches to make them relevant 
to contemporary life are detailed in a report published here by the World 
Council of Churches. 


Appearing in the current issue of Concept, periodical of the wec's Department 
on Studies in Evangelism, the report is based on findings of the Western 
European Working Group for the study of the Missionary Structure of) the 
Congregation. This study is part of an international investigation of the 
subject being conducted under Department auspices. 


An introduction described its aim as seeking "to restore the intention of 
inherited (church) structures (so that they refleet) concern for the whole 
of human life". 


A central concern of the study deals with the "human zones" or "regions", 
which it defined as the geographical area in which are situated the 
"concentration points" around which man's daily life revolves. 


These "zones", it said, "have replaced the parish as the geographical area 
within which, by and large, the population lives out the complex network of 
movement and relationship which is its life". 


It is upon these zones, it emphasized, that the churches must base their 
organizational structure and methods. 


The boundaries of the "human zones" can be determined by congregations by ° 
detailed and continuing study of all the essential information about the 
social and economic life of the surrounding area, it said. The aim of such 
study should be "to obtain an understanding °f the position of the church 
in this wider society, its changing structure ,and the problems facing the 
people who compose it". 


One result of such a survey, it suggested, should be the re-organization of 
church units; not necessarily into smaller units, but into "more appropriate" 
units.e. . . 


(Copies of Concept are available at a cost per copy of 50 cents or % shillings 
from Publications Office, World Council of Churches, 150 route de Ferney, 
1211 Geneva 20. EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIAN NCC CRITICAL 
OF DEFENCE MEASURES 


(Sydney) - The Executive Committee of the Australian Council of Churches 
has issued a statement drawing attention to "the inadequacy" of Australia's 
defence measures unless accompanied by equally vigorous action in develop- — 
ing effective relationships with its neighbours. | 


The statement, which has been sent to the Council's 10 Protestant, Anglican, 
and Orthodox member churches and to members of both Federal Houses of 
Parliament, reads: . 


"At a time when the Ae ived vari Government has crenata major devetosnates 
in defence policy, including a decision to conscript manpower, we draw the 
attention of Australian churches and people to the inadequacy of such 
measures,unless accompanied by equally vigorous action in developing 
effective relationships with our neighbours. 


"We need now to make a greater effort to understand the peoples of South- 
East Asia, to stand with them in working for peace, stability, welfare 

and justice in our area of the world, and to avoid language which inflames 
emotions and develops attitudes of hostility. 


"The conflicts of interest which do and will continue to occur must be 
faced calmly and firmly while pursting these long-range objectives. 


"In particular, a special effort is demanded of us to appreciate Asian 
sensitivities concerning their freedom and to avoid fe that suggests | 
colonialism and Asian inferiority. 


"As aids to mutual understanding and goodwill, trade, cultural exchanges, 

’ technical consultations, and travel must be developed. In particular - 
increased expenditure on defence must not lead to a reduction in Australia's 
commitment to overseas aid. : 


"Tenorance of its neighbours i one of Australia's basic problems. 
Ignorance causes suspicion, fear,and hatred and these in turn produce 
disaster. 


"We call Australians to acquire a knowledge of the history, Senh tonareee: 
languages of Asia which is at least comparable with the knowledge many 
Asians have of us. 


"The Christian faith affirms ‘that in the last analysis the only mipeaneaee 
of. security lies in the strengthening of the ties of friendship and 
goodwill between nations and that therefore generosity, understanding and 
patience in. national leadership are the marks of great statesmanship." tei 
EPS; Geneva. 


CEYLONESE CABINET SUPPORTS ek alas a 
BUDDHISM AS STATE RELIGION hi \ 


(Colombo) - A proposal that Buddhism be made the state aged Oe in Ceylon 
was approved by the government's Cabinet here. 


In view of this action, it is expected that legislation will be mena! 
in Parliament to amend the country's constitution. — . ; 
A section in the present constitution states that no Te ay oe CE 


advantage" shall-be conferred "on persons of any community er religion 
which is not conferred on persons of other communities or religions". 


Buddhists form about 85 per cent of Ceylon's population. . tas Geneva 


tyes 
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ASIAN YOUTH PREPARE 
FOR ECUMENICAL ASSEMBLY 


(Dumaguete City, Philippines) - A meeting of 600 young Christians from 
all parts of Asia at the end of this year will seek a new understanding 
of the role of youth in the revolutionary situation of Asia today. 


The gathering, the first Asian Christian Youth Assembly, will be the first 
large ecumenical youth gathering in the area, which has 56 per cent of the 
world's population, but only eight per cent of the world's Christians. 


Coming from 16 Asian nations - from West Pakistan to South Korea and 
including Australia and New Zealand - the delegates will meet at Dumaguete 
City, near Manila in the Philippines, from December 28, 1964 to January 
1965. They will be representative of most of the Anglican, Protestant, 
and Orthodox churches throughout the region. 


The conference is being planned by the Hast Asia Christian Conference in 
co-operation with the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches 
and the World Council of Christian Education. Assembly theme will be 
"Christ the Life". 


‘The churches in each country of Asia need the vision, the courage, and the 
dedication of their young people in order to break away from the narrow 
confessional confines which raise fundamental barriers in presenting the 
Gospel to the non-Christian populace", the Assembly planning committee said. 


During its meetings, the Assembly will focus on a wide range of issues from 

the values and meaning of life to the renewal of the Church. Special sessions 
will deal with attitudes to poverty and wealth; Christian responsibility in 

the field of politics and peace$ the relationships and attitudes of churches 

to each other; the mission,and service of the Church, especially in a non- 
Christian environment; the role of youth in the building of new nations; and 
the Christian attitude to sex, marriage, and family life. 


(Note to Editors: Requests for press accreditation should be sent to: 
Mr.Vaughan Hinton, Secretary for Public Relations, Australian Council 
of Churches, Third Floor, 511 Kent Street, Sydney, Australia). 

EPS, Geneva 


PRELATH DEFENDS ROLE OF SPANISH 
HIERARCHY IN RELIGIOUS LIBERTY DEBATE 


(Madrid) - A Spanish Roman Catholic prelate has defended Spanish bishops 
against any charge that they were responsible for postponement of the vote 
on religious liberty by the Second Vatican Council. 


Archbishop Vincente Enrique y Tarancon of Oviedo, interviewed by Ya, the 
Madrid Catholic daily, on his return from Rome, said that only 25 of the 
80 members of the Spanish hierarchy at the Council had signed the petition 
for postponement. 


He suggested that no action of any kind would be taken on the long-awaited 

bill defining the status of Spanish Protestants until a final vote is taken 

by the Vatican Council on the controversial religious liberty declaration. 
EPS, Geneva 
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JAPANESE/KOREAN LAYMEN SEEK 
BETTER NATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS 


(Tokyo) - Korean and Japanese Christian laymen here have agreed to initiate 
new efforts towards building better relationships between their nations. 


A three-point statement issued by representatives of the National Christian 
Councils of the two countries declared that "we must put all ofsour” efrorta 
into the building of righteousness and peace in oe a eG between 

Korea. and Japan". 


Especially, the statement said, laymen in both countries must DOOD Pies Aare 
in concrete ways to promote a ee peace, and welfare. 


"In spite of having differences and having constructed various barriers in 
the past history of the peoples of Korea and Japan, we re-acknowledge that 
we are brothers in Christ, the Lord of reconciliation", they declared. 


Five lay representatives from Korea and 70 Japanese Christians, most of them 
laymen, took part in the meeting, the first in a series aimed at developing 
popular understanding of mutual problems. The next is scheduled in Seoul, 
Korea, in April, 1965, when five Japanese laymen will return the visit. 

EPS, Geneva 


LWF EXECUTIVES DENIED 
ENTRY TO HAST GERMANY 


(Geneva) - The Lutheran World Federation's general secretary-.and assistant 
general secretary have been refused entry permits to Hast Germany to visit: 
the four LWF member churches there. 


The officials a De hart Schnidt-Clausen, a West German, and the Rev. Carl 
H. Mau, Jr., an American - were to have formed part of a three-man LWF 
delegation that was due to begin a 13-day official journey in the German 
Democratic Republic (DDR) on Dec. 3. 


Noting that the visit had been prepared and anticipated with such pleas ure, 
Dr. Schmidt-Clausen expressed regret that it had to be "indefinitely - 
postponed" on very short notice. Officials of the DDR gave no reason for 
the refusal. 


The trip was to have been made on the joint invitation of the Lutheran’ 
territorial churches of Saxony, Mecklenburg, Thuringia, and Pomerania, and. 
had been in process of planning for some time.. It would have been their 
first official visit by an LWF delegation. 


DDR member churches represent,a constituency of nearly seven million 
baptized members within the LWF. EPS, Geneva 


NO MANDATE FOR ANGLICAN-METHODIST 
UNION SEEN IN LONDON DIOCESE 


(London) - The Anglican Bishop of London, Dr. Robert Stopford, said here 
that there is no mandate in this diocese for proceeding with the plans for’. 
Anglican-Methodist union, despite a general desire to find a way forward 
towards unity of the two churches. 


Speaking at a diocesan conference Dr. Stopford said he reached this con- 
clusion after studying the views of 28 ruri-decanal conferences and 
individual parishes on the proposals. S 


He reported "great concern" about the proposed service of reconciliation 
which seemed "too ambiguous" to many in the diocese and the general desire 
that more time be given to work out Speorer difficulties in the suggested | 
Stage I of the union plan. phate . te Geneva rao 
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E.AFRICAN REFUGEES 
RESETTLED IN TANZANIA 


(Geneva) - The mass transfer of the first thousand refugees from eastern 
Congo to the new Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service (TCRS) settlement 

in western Tanzania, (formerly Tanganyika), showed every sign of a success- 
ful operation, according to an eyewitness account given here. 


An American churchman - just arrived from Bast Africa where he saw the first 
group of Watutsis brought over by plane, train, and truck - said the movement 
was effected smoothly, and the refugees displayed eagerness to start work in 
their new community. 


liven though the first group consisted largely of intellectuals and "white 
collar people" - merchants, clerks and businessmen - rather than farmers, 
they appeared ready to accept the immediate necessity of manual labour,- 
reported the Rev.Rollin G.Shaffer, assistant director of the USA agency 
Lutheran World Action. 


Pastor Shaffer said a chart has already been drawn up which shows how, in 
merely the first two valleys of the vast highland settlement, 22 villages, 
each having 500 inhabitants, can be laid out. The government of Tanzania 
has given each family ten acres. 


One thousand Watutsi refugees, whose original homeland was Rwanda, have been 
transported from their place of first asylum in the Congo, and the Tanzanian 
government has agreed that the United Nations should bring a second thousand 
to the TCRS settlement... _ 


The Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service is conducted by the Department of 
World Service of the Lutheran World Federation on behalf of the Christian 
Council of Tanganyika and the World Council of Churches. HPS, Geneva 


GHORGIA CHURCH COUNCIL 
ELECTS NEGRO PRESIDENT 


(Atlanta) - The Georgia Council of Churches, representing nine major 
denominations in the state, has elected a Negro as its president, the first 
member of his race to be chosen for the position. 


Dr.Harry V.Richardson, president of the Interdenominational Theological 
Centre here, was the unanimous choice of delegates at their annual meeting. 
A Methodist leader and first vice-president for the past year, he has been 
a member of the Council's executive board since it was founded. 


The Council also adopted without debate resolutions asking the establishment 
of an interracial committee in Georgia and praising the award of the Nobel 
Peace Prize to Dr.Martin Luther King, Jr. 


Recognition of the award to Dr.King is especially noteworthy, observors 
connent. Most groups in the state have virtually ignored the signal honour 
bestowed upon the Negro intergrationist leader. Boe anaes 
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SWISS APPROVE OVERSEAS 
ATD PROGRAMME 


(Bern) - The Swiss Government has voted approval of a measure to provide 


SweFr.90: million ($21 million) for technical assistance to developing 
countries in the next two and a half years. 


Originally, it had been envisaged that the same amount would be a 
during a three- -year Pore 


The shorter duration. was approved | fo lions a joint paket by the national 
Protestant Mission Council and the Roman Catholic Mission Council. 


While welcoming the fund, the message pointed out that the sum would finance 

only projects already underway, and would not be adequate to-underwrite new 

ones.. "The Swiss people should be more generous ..." the request said. 
EPS, Geneva 


CHAPLAINCY FOR COMMON MARKET 
PERSONNEL STUDIED 


(Brussels) - Representatives of national Christian councils of the countries 
belonging to the Common Market and from Great Britain met here to study 
Kuropean co-operation and the ecumenical Christian witness. 


A major topic discussed was the possibility of appointing a chaplain to 
minister to the Protestant civil servants and their families - an estimated 
600 persons ~ connected with the Common Market organisation. It was 
emphasised that the idea is not to create a new church,. but to help these 
persons become integrated into the rivteeniencoce churches in the city. 
EPS, Cavann 


AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL PLANS 
1965 AID PROGRAMME 


(Sydney ) - The Australian Council of Churches has announced plans for a 
£200,000 ($445, 700) world- wide aid programme in 1965. 


The Council will ask its Droit aaa Protestant, and Orthodox member incertae 
to contribute to the programme through its Inter- Church Aid, Refugee, and 
World Service Division. 


The largest item on the projected budget (£47,000) is slated for refugee 
service and rehabilitation. £45,000 will go to increase food production . 
in other countries; and £42,500 for assistance to needy churches. 


While the programme is world-wide, the largest amount of assistance will 
go to Asia which will receive £55,000. Africa will receive £26,5003 
Hurope £15,000; Latin America 27,5003 the Pacific Bly 0003 and tHe Middle 
East £6,500. | \ iii tPS5 /GOnSve 


- 
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CUBAN COUNCIL RECEIVES 
3 NEW MEMBER CHURCHES 


(Havanna) - The 26th General Assembly of the Cuban Council of Evangelical 
Churches received three new churches into membership at its annual three- 
day meeting here. 


New members are the Church of God (eight churches, 170 members); the Church 
of the Nazarene (18 churches, 500 members): and the Christian Pentecostal 
Church of Cuba, (54 churches, 1,250 members). 


The new members bring to a total of eleven the number of churches co-operating 
in the Council. Included are all the major Protestant churches in Cuba, with 
the exception of the Western Baptists who are affiliated to the Southern 
Baptist Convention (USA). The Cuban Bible Society and the Evangelical 
Theological Seminary at Matanzas also co-operate in the Council's work. 


Discussions are also underway for the major Pentecostal body - the Assembly 
of God ~- to join the Council. 


Council leaders outlined a four-point programme for its work during the 
coming year. This included: development of a study programme concerning 
Christian unity; development of a programme of "Joint Action for Mission's 
strengthening of the work of the Council's Department on Church and Society; 
and "the discovering of the mission of the church in the contemporary 
ecumenical context". - 


The Assembly named Dr.Adolfo Ham as its first full-time Executive Secretary 
for a two-year term. 


A report to the meeting showed that this year a total of 14,043 complete 
Bibles and 12,267 copies of the New Testament were distributed in the Island. 
EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES IN SWISS CANTON 
VOTE TO UNITE 


(Lausanne ) - By large majorities the Synods of both the National Church and 
of the Free Church of ‘the Canton of Vaud, Switzerland, have voted to unite. 
The union must now be approved by the Cmtonal governing body and will then 
be submitted to a vote by all cantonal citizens. 


If the union is approved, it is expected the united body will come into 
being in 1966. Its probable name will be The Reformed Protestant Church 
of the Canton of Vaud. 


The Free Church Synod in a message to its members urging ratification of the 
step, declared that there is no longer justification for the separation of 
the two churches. "The time has come for them to regain their unity broken 
a century ago by political circumstances", it said. 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Protestants and Roman Catholics in Geneva, Switzerland, are co-operating 
in a campaign to emphasize the true meaning of Christmas as a Christian 
festival. 


* * * 


Dr.Charles Wesley Ranson will be installed as fifth Dean of the Theological. 

School of Drew University, Madison, N.J. (USA) on December 10. Dr.Ranson 
was director of the World Council of Churches! Theological Education Fund 
(1958-64) and earlier for ten years was general secretary of the International 
Missionary Council. 
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A Moslem-sponsored institute will be established in Cairo for the study of 
"Zionism and the Jewish religion and its history". A spokesman for the 
supreme Court for Islamic Affairs said the institute - first of its kind in 
the Middle Hast - would cooperate with "similar organizations" in other 
countries. 


* % * 


Southern Baptist missionaries in Indonesia have voted to work toward the: 
establishment of a Christian Evangelistic Study Centre. Among its purposes 
will be "acquainting Christians with non-Christian religions" and "providing 
a place where Christians and non-Christians can meet for real Christian 
Encounter". 


x * % 


The American Friends Service Committee has launched a pilot urban community 
development project in Baroda, India. The Quaker group and the government 
have signed an agreement for dealing with the project which will involve 
slum redevelopment and establishment of new residential areas. 


* * * 


The Rev. James L. Barkenquast, a pastor of the Lutheran Church in America, 
has been named the second American Protestant clergyman to serve the 
English-speaking community in Moscow. He succeeds the Rev. Donald V. Roberts 
of the United Presbyterian Church who arrived in the Russian capital in 
November, 1962. Sharing in the project of providing a ministry to English- 
speaking Protestants in Moscow are the American Baptist Convention, the. — 
Protestant Episcopal Church, the United Presbyterian Church, and the 

Lutheran Church in America. The cooperating church bodies take turns i 
providing a minister for the post. 


x * * 


A layman has been named for the first tine as inoderator of the Presbyterian 
Church in Western Australia. He is Mr. Ronald D. Wilson, a lawyer, who is 
Crown Counsel for Western Australia. He has been an elder of the church 
since 1949 and active in Student Christian Movement work. 


% % ras 


\ 

7 
The Church of the Brethren (USA) has voted to extend its exchange programme | 
of agriculturalists with Poland through 1970. Now in its cighth year, the 
programme has brought 139 Polish agriculturists, mostly graduate students, . 
to USA universities and sent 29 USA Brethren volunteers to Poland. Next 
year the church will launch a similar exchange with Hungary involving from 
four to six exchanges each way annually. 


* * x 


Listings of ministers willing to serve "ecumenical parishes" and of the 
regions in Britain most hospitable to such developments have been suggested 
at the annual meeting of the Friends of Reunion in London. The suggestion 
grew out of the goal of unity for all Christian churches in Britain by 1980, 
proposed at the Faith and Order Conference at Nottingham, earlier this year. 


¥% * * 


The Bible Society of India and Ceylon reports circulation figures for the 
past twelve months approach the 3 million mark, - a 30% increase over the 
previous year. - Contributions totalled almost Rs. 4 million, an increase 

of 20%. e2 


* * % 
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Special Report 
MORE COMMENTS ON VATICAN COUNCIL SESSION 


(Geneva) - Although concluded nearly two weeks ago, considerable discussion 
continues about the significance of the third session of the Second Vatican 
Council. Following is a selection of representative comments from the 
church press, compiled by the editors of Ecumenical Press Service! 


Sonntagsblatt, the German church weekly edited by Bishop Hanns Lilje, in an 
article titled "The Pope has the Last Word" said the Pontiff's actions served 
as "a drastic reminder to the Council of the limits of its own powers". 

On the four major questions facing this session - collegiality, ecumenism, 
the role of Mary in the church, and religious liberty - it said, "the wish 
expressed by a strong majority of the Council was weakened, ignored, or over- 
ridden by the direct or indirect intervention of the Pope." All. this; it 
stated, gives "grave cause for misgivings. It is not only likely to have 

a bad influence on the ecumenical climates; it may also have a prejudicial 

and dangerous influence on the Council's future freedom of decision." 


Despite these misgivings, Sonntagsblatt noted that the third session had 
provided "unmistakable proof of a real effort for reform" and "undeniable 
Signs of goodwill in the ecumenical sphere". 


Christ und Welt, the independent German weekly published in Stuttgart, 
Speaking of the Pope's proclamation of Mary as the "Mother of the Church" 
said the action had "destroyed the efforts of all those Council Fathers 
who ... were trying with energy and decision to avoid as far as possible 
statements which might support a further extension of the dogma concerning 
Mary ... and would (thus) shock Protestants." 


But the publication, if critical of specific actions, generally commended 
the session as a whole. It revealed, it said, “the astonishing vitality 
of the Catholic Bishops. For the first time ... in the Catholic Church 
different opinions about doctrine were expressed 4... New horizons have 
certainly opened up for Catholic theologians ..." 


Réforme, the French Protestant churches! journal, speaking of the statement 
dealing with Roman Catholic relations with non-Christian religions, expressed 
a warning against its possible interpretation that "Christianity is simply 
the best of all human religions". It cited a volume on syncretism titled 
"No Other Name" by Dr.W.A.Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World 
Couneil of Churches, as "the most effective antidote’ to the Vatican Council 
document. 


fhe Christian Century, the USA ecumenical magazines criticized the Pope's 
handling of the last sessions of the Council as "high-handed control" and 
Said that "three times he gave the back of his hand" to the principle of 
collegiality. "The Pope's actions left no doubt in the minds of Protestant 
observers that he has said a powerful and crushing NO to a meaningful 
collegiality", it said. It cited as the three examples of "backhanding" 
the refusal to permit the vote on religious liberty, last minute amendments 
to the schema on ecumenism, and the proclamation of Mary as "The Mother of 
the Church". "The monarchical and hierarchial structure of the Roman 
Catholic Church and the absolute supremacy of the Roman pontiff remain 
unchanged and undiminished", it commented. "We have a council, but it is 
purely advisory." 


a pa No.45 - 3rd Devenien 1964 


Leg, Ave Maria, the national US Roman Catholic ree ett Dube ahod ee fa sie ca 
Bae nan Fathers at Notre Dame University, said the cause of Christian unity had been 


sae : harmed by the Council session. "We know how important the symbolic gesture 
seed and act, appropriate words and appropriate timing are in advancing (reunion 
and understanding)" it said. "It is the lack of these things ... that has | 


bruised the sensitivity of those with whom we must move together toward . 
Christ ...° We think the’ wonderful impact of the good things accomplished Li Se 
in the Council has been dulled by moves desert ie ilo Latah: more than 


‘EPS, Geneva 
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BUDDHIST SECT INFLUENCE 
CONCERNS JAPANESE CHRISTIANS 


DN UIW ow 


(Tokyo) - Japanese Christian leaders are concemed about the recent 
organization of the Komeito (Clean Government Party) by the Buddhist Soka 
Gakkai sect. | ae as 


The current issue of the National Christian Council's Activity News 
reports the development is likely to have a..profound influence on 
Japanese religion as well as politics, 


While Western nations are familiar with Christian political parties, the 
emergence of a religious group as an influence in the political scene has 
no precedent in Japanese history, 


Thus far the party has a 100 per cent record of success in elections, All 
15 of its candidates won seats in recent elections to the Upper House of 
the Nation Diet and 964 members were elected to various regional councils 
all over Japan, For elections probably to be held next year it has 
listed 14 candidates for the Upper House and 32 for the powerful 467~seat 
Lower House, 


Party leaders claim a membership of five million households or some Mag 
million individuals - about ten per cent of the total population, 


Over/ 
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Before an assembly of 15,000 leaders in November, Soka Gakkai leader 
Daisaku Ikeda declared that with "Buddhist democracy" as the guiding 
principle, they should seek to promote "mass welfare" and "to clear up 
Japanese politics". The ultimate objective was "the establishment of 
an eternal peace structure for the world", 


The NCC publication describes the party's platform in these words: 

"Much of its political program resembles that of the Japan Socialist Party - 
Opposition to revision of the National Constitution and testing or use of 
nuclear weapons, abandonment of the U.S,-Japan security agreements and 
proposal for world disarmament, However, its approach to the electorate 
is basically different from that of the Socialist party as“well as other 
parties in Japan. It negates the concept of class, claiming to be a 

party of thé "mass"; it does not represent interest groups (except Soka 
Gakkai!) and is unique in that its doctrinal basis is a traditional 

Japanese religion", . EPS, Geneva. 


BRITISH CATHOLIC HIERARCHY 
COMMENDS JOINT PRAYER FOR UNITY 


Cie ee 


ee a, et Se Ne hme Cate sek 


Decree on Ecumenisn, - 


However, it said "joint worship (at a sacramental service) ysually a sign 
of unity already achieved ,is not generally permitted", EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN LEADER URGES RC LEADERS 
TO APPROVE SERVICES WITH OTHER CHRISTIANS 


‘London) - Joint services. for Ronan Catholics and other Christians should 
be sanctioned immediately by Roman Catholic hierarchies, the Anglican 
Bishop of Ripon, Dr. John Moorman, said here. 


Interviewed by thé Catholic Herald, Dr. Moorman, who is. an, observer for: 
the Anglican communion at the Vatican, Council, said such services are . 
permitted by the Decree on Ecumenism promulgated last month, and that this 
opportunity should be grasped. . fae a ate he halen 

He made it clear that he was not raising the question of inter-communion. 
Such services, he suggested, could ihelude prayers, the singing of 
psalms. and canticles, Bible reading, preaching, and "development of _ 


Te - 
cS) en : EPS, Geneva 
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INCREAS ING INDEPENDENCE AND SELF-SUPPORT 
REPORTED IN CUBAN CHURCHES 


(Zurich) - The departure of USA Protestant missionaries from Cuba four 
years ago, as a result of political tensions, gave the Cuban churches a 
new lease of life, a Cuban pastor reported here, 


Until then organization and methods of work were "foreign imitations", 
said the Rev. Uxmal Livio Diaz, "but now the circumstances are such ree 
almost all of these things have been changed," 


In this period, he reported, laymen have assumed pastoral responsibilities 
and young people in unprecedented numbers have dedicated themselves to 
Christian vocations. The Baptist Seminary at Sentiago de Cuba has had 

to enlarge its facilities because of a record enrollment of 28 students, 
and there have been similar increases at other seminaries, 


At the same time local congregations have given generously to finance 
the church's need. Mr, Diaz cited the example of his own church, the 
First Baptist Church in Florida, Cemaguey, which four years ago ban 40 
members, less than $3,500 in a building fund, and a monthly budget of 
$150. Today the church has a new $17,000 sanctuary, a membership of 

65 persons, and a monthly budget of $400, all of which is contributed by 
Cuban members, 


Mr. Diaz, who is in Europe for a year of study at the Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Ruschlikon, near here, commented: "We live in a socialist 

state with an atheistic outlook, but we have experienced that God is not | 
yeent from our country and His Lordship is not limited by time and place." 


EPS, Geneva 
PRAGUE PEACE CONFERENCE 
LEADERS CONDEMN MLF 
(Haywards Heath, England) - Prague Christian Peace Conference leaders 


have denounced plans for the NATO multilateral nuclear force (MLF) and 
called upon all nations involved to withdraw from the plan. 


A message addressed by Conference leaders to churches around the world 

said the proposal "awakens the deepest anxiety" and increases the danger 

of the extension of nuclear weapons, They said it would not contribute 

to military security, but, on the contrary, would intensify political tensions. 


In another action the Committee Working Party (executive body) supported 
Conference President, Dr. Josef L, Hromadka's position protesting nuclear 
testing by the Papel ete Republic of China. At the time of the test Dr, 
Hromadka told a press conference that the Conference had repeatedly called 
for an end to all nuclear testing and condemned the Chinese explosion as 

a further threat to peace. 


The Committee's Working Party met here for three days at the Peak of 
its British Regional Committee to review results of its Second Assembly 
held in Prague earlier this year and plan future work. Some 20 church 
leaders from Europe, Asia, Africa,and North and South America compose the 
Committee, 


The Committee appointed five commissions to study "in depth" five current 

issues, These will deal with theology, international relations, youth in the 
service of peace, ecumenical problems, and economic questions and the problems . 
of developing nations. The Committee's next meeting is scheduled in March ; 
in Bulgaria. EPS, Geneva 
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INDIAN LEPROSY PATIENTS 

AID PAKISTANI REFUGEES 

(Dhamtari, India) - Though the leprosy patients at Shantipur Hospital are 
among the poorest of the poor, they share the little they have with those 
whose needs are greater, 


In his amnual report of Shantipur's activities hospital official, the Rev. 
John A, Friesen, said that the patients! hearts were so touched last year 
at the sad plight of the refugees who came from East Pakistan to the 
Raipur district that they decided to donate the money saved by a one-day 
fast. A total of 500 rupees was raised to buy food and one of the 
arrested cases spent two weeks helping out in relief-canteens, 


A. Mennonite-related center, Shantipur Leprosy Hospital cares for more than 
500 resident patients and reaches a thousand or more through roadside 
Clinics, The programme is jointly supported by The Mission to Lepers 
(London) and American Leprosy Missions. EPS, Geneva 


TWO USA LUTHERAN CHURCHES REPORT 
PROGRESS IN FELLOWSHIP stuDYy 


(Minneapolis). - ‘The presidents of the American Lutheran Church and the 
lutheran Church-Missouri Synod jointly announced that "sienificant ..:. 
progress" has been made toward achieving a fomnal declaration of pulpit 
and altar fellowship between their churches, cf i ng" 


Dr. Fredrik A, Schiotz, ALC president, and Dr. Oliver R. Harms, Missouri 
Synod president, stated that the first of a series of meetings to discuss 
the subject "was conducted in an excellent and constructive spirit", A 
second meeting is scheduled April 19-20, EPS, Geneva 


DISCIPLES IN USA TO ATD 
"DISTRESSED AREA" FAMILIES 


(Indianapolis) - Congregations of. the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) 
in the United States are being asked to help resettle individuals and 
families from distressed areas of the USA in mach the same way they helped 
resettle European and Cuban refugees, tay i 


Twenty-five pastors, whose churches are in areas of unemployment such as 
Appalachia, have been notified that help is available to families in their 
community. | 


Congregations in high employment potential areas have been asked to sponsor 
families who wish to move, find them employment, housing, and basic 
furnishings, and assist them financially until the first+ pay-check is 
received, . s EPS, Geneva 
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USA CHURCHES LAUNCH 
NEW ATTACK ON "GHETTO AREAS" 


(Des Moines, Ia) - The National Council of Churches (USA) Commission on 
Religion and Race has announced it will launch an intensified attack on 
Northern urban problems, with special emphasis on meeting problems in 
"shetto areas", These are regions of great poverty in which there is 
usually a high concentration of racial minority groups. 


Dr, Eugene Carson Blake, commission chairman, reporting to the NCCts 
pojicy-making General Board, appealed for "full use ... of all NCC 
resources " in the campaign. 


He said the civil rights unit would be working with denominations, state 


and local councils of churches, local congregations, and civic agencies 


in an accelerated drive to eliminate racial discrimination from all 
areas of American life, . 


Reporting on the Commission's work in recent months, Dr, Blake said it 
had been involved in civil rights crises in several Northern cities 
including Rochester, N.Y,, New York City, and Philadelphia, Pa, It has 
also trained student volunteers for work in Mississippi, recruited 
volunteer minister-counselors and lawyers to assist these students, 
conducted drives to strengthen civil rights plans in Republican and 
Democratic platforms, and undertaken efforts to restore peace in racially 
tense areas, 
bon x ps x 


National Council president, Bishop Reuben H, Mueller, addressing the 
Board charged that "religious fascists" are employing the "big lie' and 
misleading sincere Christians with their criticism of the NCC for its 
involvement in social, economic, and political problems, . 


Vigorously defending NCC participation in such programmes, Bishop Mueller 
declared: "A living faith in God must manifest itself in human | 
relationships, Fron a Judeo-Christian point of view, we are our 
brother's keeper in a very true sense", EPS, Geneva 


NORWEGIAN CLERGY ASSOCIATION 
VOTES TO ADMIT WOMEN MEMBERS 


(Oslo) - After long debate the Clergy Association of the Iutheran 

Church of Norway agreed to admit the country's first woman Lutheran pastor 
into membership, However, it stressed that the action did not commit 
the Association on the controversial question of the ordinationof women, 


The new member will be Mrs, Ingrid Bjerkas, who was ordained in 1961... 
EPS, Geneva 
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POPE MEETS INDIAN 
CHURCHES! LEADERS 


(Bombay) -: Pope Paul VI told Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox leaders 
here that. he rejoiced that "so many initiatives have been taken to repair 
the divisions"of Christendom , 


Speaking at an audience for eight Indian ehuroh leaders on the second Bay: 
of his visit to Bombay to attend the 38th International Eucharistic 
Congress, the-Pope said that these initiatives had been Ns source (of joy 
and consolation, 


"The Catholic Church", he said, "is also taking her own proper initiatives 
toward the reconciliation of all Christians in the unity of the one and 
only Church of Christ ... and. the initiatives which we are taking are not 
to be made in isolation, 


"Rather", he declared", "it is our hope that our efforts can accompany 
yours, can mingle with yours, so that, together in humility and charity 
and mutual understanding, we can seek out ways by which Christ's will 
that all may be: one can one day be fully realized", 


The eight. Indian church leaders received by the Pope were: Bianon 
Christopher JG. ‘Robinson, head of the Bombay diocese of the Church of 
India,.Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon; Bishop P. Solomon of Darnakal , 
deputy moderator of the Church of South India; Bishop Mangal Singh of 
the Bombay area of the Methodist Church in South-East Asia; The Rev, 
C,C, Pande, chairman of the Provincial Synod of the Methodist Church in 
North Indias Father Jacob of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of India; the 
Rev. E, Selveraj of the Evangelical Lutheran Federation; Mr. Korula 
Jacob, executive secretary of the National Christian Council of India; q 
and the Rt. Rev. H, Stewart, moderator of the United-Church of Notthern 
India, 


Harlier a ROPE: eA & private audience to the Catholicos of the 
Malanakra’ Jacobite Syrian Church, 


In addition to his meetings with Christian leaders the Pope spoke to a 
group of Hindu, Moslem, Jain, Parsee, Sikh, and Jewish representatives, 
telling them that "we must meet not merely as tourists, but as pilgrims 
who set out to find God - not in buildings of stone, but in human hearts. 
Man must meet man, nation must meet nation as brothers and sisters. 


"In this mutual understanding and friendship, in this sacred communion, 
we must also begin to work together to build the common future of the 
human race, . We must find the concrete and practical way of 
organization and co-operation so that all resources can be pooled.and 
all crete united toward Phat ygtere) a true communion of all mankind," 
pba EPS, Geneva 
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USA CHURCHES SET UP 
ECUMENICAL AGENCIES 


(Racine, Wise,) - USA church leaders have recommended ways of 
implementing a new and intensive focus on ecumenical outreach through 
the National Council of Churches, 


During a two-day consultation here on the Council's future relations 

' with non-member churches, they outlined plans for ecumenical extension 
which willbe conducted. under auspices of the NCC's new Division of 
Christian Unity which begins operation January 1, 


The new division is one product of a totel restructuring of the Council 
which becomes effective the first of next year. The NCC represents 
31 of the nation's major Protestant and Orthodox communions. 


* * * 


The Roman Catholic hierarchy in the USA has established an Ecumenical 
Affairs Committee to foster dialogue with other churches and advance 
Roman Catholic ecumenisn. Archbishop Lawrence J, Shehan, of Baltimore, 
&@ member of the Vatican Secretariat for Promotion of Christian Unity, is 
_ chairman of the Committee which includes five other bishops, 
EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH SPEAKING PERSONS 
IN USA TO GET DISCIPLES AID 


(Indianapolis) - Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) in the USA have 
undertaken a new project to encourage local congregations to become aware 

of the presence of Spanish-speaking people in their neighborhoods, to 

become personally acquainted with them, and to help them achieve better lives, 


Sharing religious faith with these neighbours - Spanish Americans, Mexican 
imnigrants, Braceros, Puerto Ricans, and refugees from Cuba - is "mi ssi onary 
work in its purest sense", a spokesman said, 


Large numbers of Spanish-speaking people are concentrated in three or 

four sections of the United States - New York City, Miami, California, and 

South Texas - but others live in nearly every part of the country as well, 
EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH CHURCH LEADERS 
SEE FOREIGN SECRETARY 


(London) - British Foreign Secretary, Mr. Patrick Gordon Walker, has 
received a delegation from the British Council of Churches to discuss British 
policy towards South Africa, 


At its last meeting in October the Council requested the British 

Governnent as "a matter of urgency to consider what measures are required 
to ensure that Britain and her citizens no longer act in such a way as to 
encourage apartheid", | EPS, Geneva 


~  & statement adopted by the Synod of the Reformed Church of the Canton of 
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CATELONIA AREA CATHOLICS SUPPORT 
STRONG RELIGIOUS LIBERTY DECLARATION 


(Barcelona) - Full support of a-strong Vatican Council declaration on 
religious liberty is urged in a statement issued by leaders of 20 Roman 
Catholic organizations in the Catelonia area of Spain, 


A message addressed to members of the Spanish hierarchy participating in 

the Council declared that the signers "speaking on behalf of our associations 
and as an integral part of Spanish Catholicisn e+ fully identify ourselves 
with the spirit manifested by the immense majority of Council Fathers 
concerning religious liberty . 


"We are greatly distressed and concerned’ they said "that. world opinion 
and opinion within the church will interpret the large number of | 
manifestations in Spain which are contrary to 'true! religious liberty as 
representative of the views of all Spanish Catholics. 


"In actual fact" they declared "these nanifestations merely express the 
views of a minority. which has access to the organs of publicity", 


The letter was signed by representatives of organizations including the 
Youth Section of Catholic Action, the Young Catholic Workers, Young 
Catholic Students, the Workers! Catholic Action, the Catholic Institute of 
Social. Studies, and the Association of Catholic Women Students, 

EPS, Geneva 


SWISS SYNOD PROPOSES AID PLAN 
FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 


(Neuchatel ) ~ Contributions by wealthy nations of an increasing percentage 
of their national income - up to a total of three per cent - is urged in 


Neuchatel, Switzerland, Part of the funds required, it suggested, 
could be taken from armaments allocations, 


The recommendation is based on a proposal made by the Swiss economic and 
social affairs expert, the Rev. Andre Biéler, Geneva, to the 1964 annual 
Assembly of the Swiss Protestant Federation. Pastor Biéler told the ~ 
Federation that such contributions are urgent in order to off-set losses 
“in living standards due to population increases, 


The Synod recommendation will be forwarded to the Federation with the 
request that it be submitted for study to its other member churches 
and that government support be sought. EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. RELIGIOUS LEADERS PROTEST AGAINST 
CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATING COMMITTEES 


(New York) - Thirty-six Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish leaders 
issued a statement here deploring the work of Congressional investigating 
committees as responsible for the erosion of individual liberties and the 
perpetuation of "the atmosphere of McCarthyism" in U.S. life. 


In the letter sent to 100,000 USA clergymen, they declared that such 
committees " have extended the power of our federal legislature into 
spheres of religion, speech, press, assembly, and petition, expressly 
forbidden to Congressional incursion by the First Amendment of our 
Constitution, 


"Their methods of exposure, use of informers, and a proscribed file are 
reminiscent of police state censorship," they declared, 


"If a small group of legislators is allowed to determine for the country 
and its citizens what ideas are acceptable and consistent with national 
security, and what, on the contrary, is ! subversive! and un-Anerican!, 
we become a government of men, not of laws ..." 


The letter called for sermons and lectures in national observance of the 
Bill of Rights on the first Sunday in January, the eve of the opening of 
the new session of Congress. 


The Christian Century, an ecumenical periodical published in Chicago, 
commenting editorially on the letter, underscored its own record of | 
opposition to the work of the House Un-American Activities Committee, 


"In its 27-year history", it declared, "the Committee has spent millions 
of dollars in needless, wasteful attempts to protect the security and 
guarantee the Joyalty of American citizens, and in the process has 
harassed individuals, divided communities, and offended the spirit of 
the nation. " 


Members of the inter-faith ad hoc committee signing the letter sent to 
U.S, religious leaders included Dr, Martin Luther Ring dee Whe Onn Cy 
Bennett, president of Union Theological Seminary, New York: Dr, Eugene 
Carson Blake, stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.As retiring Presiding Bishop Arthur Lichtenberger of the Epise opal 
Church; and Dr, John A, Mackay, president emeritus of Princeton 
Theological Seminary. ; EPS, Geneva | 
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DR. KING WARNS BRITAIN 
OF GROWING RACH PROBLEM 


(London) -- Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr,, warned here that Britain faces 
a. rapidly: growing ‘problem of race relations, and suggested three wink 
to overcome-it based upon lessons learnt in the United States, 


First, he declared, "insofar ag housing is restricted, the ghettos of 

a minority are allowed to develop, and you are permitting festering sores 
of bitterness’.and deprivation to pollute your national health and create 
for yourselves a: gerious situation in. the years to come. 


"Second, equal opportunity for education, training,and enploynent. nust be | 
agli without regard to class or colour .., 


"Third, the principle of immigration laws based on colour is totally 
out of keeping with the laws of God and the trends of the 20th century...” 


Dr, King, “who was in London en route to Oslo where he will be awarded 
the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize, made the comments in a press conference 
following an evensong service at St, Paul's Cathedral. 


In his sermon - the first ever delivered by a nan-Anglican at an 
evensong. service at St. Paul's - Dr, King, a Baptist, told the overflow 
congregation that "the doctrine of black supremacy is as great a danger 
as the doctrine of white supremacy '. 


"AJ1 over the world as we struggle for jugtice and freedom -we must never 
use second-class methods to gain it. We must not seek to rise from a’ 
position of disadvantage to one of advantage, substituting injustice of 
one type for that of another oes ETc assuie ee our oppression for another 
kind of oppression", . 


His plea for. moderation Was ite rpretiod by sone dbdexvers as directed at 
the activities of Malcom X, the U.S. Negro extremist leader, also in 
London at the time. BPS, Geneva 


ARMENIAN PATRIARCH DECLARES-: 
1965 YEAR OF MOURNING AND PRAYER 


(Stohmiadsin, USSR). Laie Hohobs Vazken I, Supreme Patriarch and 
Catholicos. of the Armenian Apostolic Church, has declared 1965 a year of 
mourning for his church and for the Meaney people, and of prayer for 
world peace, 


A decree issued by the Patriarch recalled that on April 25, 1915, a 
massacre was started in which two million Armenians were killed, 


"The entire history of the Armenian nation is a living monument to our 
dead, who suffered martyrdom for the sake of Christ" the decree said, 

"As Supreme Head of the Armenian Church, we exhort you on this 50th 
Anniversary to make 1965 a year of prayer for the peace of the whole 
world, for brotherhood between the nations ., and for the inward 

peace of all mankind", EPS, Geneva — 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC THEOLOGIANS 
DISCUSS NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS 


(Bombay) - One hundred Roman Catholic theologians here attended a 
session dealing with the relations of Christians with men of non-Christian 
religions held in connection with the 38th International Eucharistic Congress, 


The speakers included Father Hans Kueng, Dean of the theological faculty 
of the University of Titbingen, Germany; and Father Raymond Panikkar, an 
Indian priest who is the author of several books on the Christian church 
and other religions in India. 


The Paris daily Le Monde summarized the discussions in these points: 


The classic formula 'No Salvation outside the Church" must be 
categorically rejected, as it is the source of serious 


misunderstandings, 

Christ also reveals Himself to adherents of non-Christian 
religions, 
Outside the Christian Church there exists at least an implicit 
form of Christianity; the missionaries! rdle is not so mich 


to "save people" but rather to make use of this widespread 
"implicit Christianity" and to create lay communities in which 
men can learn to live in a Christian way, 

From this point of view, the important consideration is not so 
much baptism, but the creation of favourable conditions for 
man's spiritual development, 

Non-Christian religions are, as it were, "vestibules" leading to 
Christianity. In countries where many non-Christian children 
attend Catholic schools, it is normal that teachers should give 
courses about the religions to which these pupils belong, 

BPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCH STRESSES 
MISSION RESPONSIBILITIES 


(Berlin) - "The church must continually move forward from being an 
institution to being a missionary church", the Beard of the United 
Evangelical-Iutheran Church of Germany (VELKD) stressed in a memorandum 
issued here, 


The memorandum recommended that all churches establish councils to study 
ways of building the "missionary church" and called upon local 
congregations to undertake a study of their present organization with a 
view to adapting programmes to meet this enphasis. 

BPS, Geneva 
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HAST GERMAN CHURCHES CRITICAL OF 
PROPOSED SCHOOL CURRICULUM 


(Dresden) - East German church leaders have registered strong reservations 
about a governnent proposal to. introduce a new eurriculun based on 
Communist ideology in Hast German schools. 


The government published -a synopsis of the curriculum titled "Principles ' 
concerning the organisation of a honogenous socialist education systen" | 
earlier this year, and asked for comments by December 31, 


A statement by the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saxony, read from the 
pulpits of its churches, appealed for public protest of the proposal and 
asked prayers that "our children may be preserved from being misled by 
godless atheisn", It stressed the importance of religious instruction. 


. 
| 
. 
The Bishops of the Evangelical Landeskirken issued a joint statement 
protesting against several parts of the curriculun.and urging goverment 

officials to discuss the issues with church representatives. 


EPS, Geneva 


PROMINENT JESUIT EXPECTS 
APR OVAL OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY DECLARATION 


(Washington, Dees) - A prominent American Roman Catholic leader predicted 
here that the declaration on religious liberty will be approved, with only 
slight changes, at the fourth session of the Vatican Council. 


Father John Courtney Murray, S.J., noted theologian from Woodstock (Md. ) 
College, speaking before 5,000 persons at Georgetown University, said that 
he considers it wise that no vote was taken on the document while it 
contained.so many controversial passages, 


He expressed confidence that many of the more controversial itens can be 
clarified, "The vast najority of Council Fathers favor a strong statement 
on religious liberty" he gaid, "The debate at the third session advanced 
this cause because it opened the touchy question to full and frank 
discussion", EPS, Geneva 
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U.S, PUBLISHER CONDEMNS CHURCHES! 
"BIT PLAYER" ROLE IN RIGHTS STRUGGLE 


(New York)- The publisher of the influential Atlanta Constitution (Ga. ) 
charged here that the church in the United States has been "merely a bit 
player in the greatest revolution of our time", 


In a stinging article on U.S. race relations Mr. Ralph McGill declared 
that the fact that the churches "with a few notable exceptions, have been 
paralyzed or semi-paralyzed by this decision of racial justice is 

perhaps the single most melancholy aspect of what has been cal led the 
moral decline of our time ,... No Dixie demagogue has been more loud or 
pietistic in protesting that things are moving too fast or that 'we are 
not understood! than the average Christian church," 


The article appeared in the December issue of Church and Race, a monthly 

publication of the Episcopal Church's national Departnent of Christian 

social Relations, Mr, McGill is an active Episcopal laynan,. 7 
EPS, Geneva 


LUTHERANS IN MADAGASCAR 
DEBATE JOINING OF Wcc 


(Betroka, Madagascar ) - Whether to affiliate with the World Council of 
Churches is currently being debated by the 243,000 member Malagasy 
Lutheran Church, 


After a wide-ranging discussion, the church's recent General Synod meeting 
here decided to take no final decision on the question, but referred it 
to the body's six regional synods for further consideration, 


A communiqué said that a clear majority of Synod members favoured 
applying for WCC membership, but that a vocal minority opposed it for a 
variety of reasons, EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Canadian Council of Churches has called for revision of the Criminal 
Code to permit the dispensing of contraceptives and birth control 
information, Several of the Council's 13 member-churches have passed 


similar resolutions, 
* % % 


St. Andrews Church, London, was the scene recently of a round-the-clock 
reading of the entire New Testament to help publicize the "Feed the 
Minds of Millions" Christian literature canpaign launched a few weeks 
ago. Sir James Miller, the Lord Mayor of London, was the first of the 


92 readers, 
% * * 


Five thousand new blankets, shipped to India by Lutheran World Relief (USA) 


for refugees from East Pakistan, are due in Calcutta on Christnas Day. 
# % % 
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Methodists in Boston, Mass, (USA ) have acquired three large buildings and. 
a hotel in the city's crowded South End. area-for ‘conversion’ into low-cost: 
housing for families displaced by urban renewal programmes. The 
structures were” purchased : ‘by the- Bishop's. Housing. Action Corporation: 


formed last. summer, ~ An estimated.-27,000:families have been: displaced. .~ 


by the city's renewal projects, - sg Ee Dinan Bh Aaah 
+ % % 


In: MonaHes, Canada, ‘Fother Thonas: ‘MeConough, & Roman Catholic priest, is 
presenting a lecture series on Martin Luther at trinity College, an” 


Anglican institution. whys 
AER Ee Oe % 


Hanukah, the Jewish Festival of Lights, was marked:at St. Kevinis Roman *~ 
Catholic Church, Montreal, with the Si as ing .of one candle each night 
throughout - the duration “of” ‘the. Festival. Father McEntee, rector of. the. 
parish, said the church's. observance was "our attempt to show ‘that: : 


Christmas: and Hanukah are in harmony and in doing so we hope both Christians 


and Jews will understand each other better", 


* + * 


Roman Catholic, Reformed, and Lutheran congregations in ‘the Obuda 

district of Budapest Foe jointly cestored an outdoor crucifix that was 

felled -by-a storm last summer.” Originally erected by the Roman ’ 

Catholics, the crucifix is’ considered one of Budapest's art monuments. I+ 

now bears a marble tablet with the words: "This crucifix was restored by 

the Obuda Churches of Christ", pitied . 4a ; : 
shite ts et “% x M% 


Dr. Priedrich litLler, eens of ive Evangelical Ghiren of the yireake ee 


Confession in Rumania since 1945, has ‘received his country's Order of Merit 


with Star,’ Second Grade.’- The award of the Rumanian state's highest 
ofder of rerit was made in counection with the observance of his 80th © 


birthday, Oct. 24, 

% %¥ * 
Six bishops of the Anglican Church in Wales, and six leaders of the 
Methodist Church in Wales, have héld an infornal meeting, oe to 
develop A..closer. ‘unders+ sanding between their eeehes 


EON SBT Oe 


A Roman Catholic laywoman, Miss Donna Myers, has been appointed toa” ” 
two-year assignment on the staff of Packard Manse, a Protestant ecumenical 
centre in Boston, Mass, Miss Myers previously had worked on the staff _ 
on an "experimental basis" for two months with the approval of Richard’ 
Cardinal Cushing of Boston, The centre was established in ony by the - 
Christian Fellowship Foundation. Its vo-directors are a Baptist 
layman and an Episcopal priest, 


x * + 


a 
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. Anglican and Free Churches in England marked St. Andrewstide as a time 


of prayer for the mission of the church, It was the first such 
combined observance, Some 95,000 copies of a leaflet providing 
suggested intercessions were issued jointly by the Conference of British 
Missionary Societies and the Missionary and Ecumenical Council of the 
Church Assembly (Anglican), | | 


* * * 


Portuguese Presbyterians, faced with a shortage of ministers, are placing — 
new emphasis on. training laymen to serve their churches and Sunday schools. 
Plans for a new course to train lay workers in night classes once each 
week have been announced by the Christian Education Commission of the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Portugal. Other workers will be 
trained at the Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Carcavelos, 


tee % ¥ 


The Very Rev. Francisco Reus Froylan, 45, has been consecrated Bishop 
Coadjutor of the Episcopal Church of Puerto Rico, He is the church's first 


bishop of Puerto Rican origin, 


% x 


Church members in Japan are gathering medical supplies for use in 


Indonesia, at the urgent request of Dr. Takeshi Umeyama, a Japanese doctor 


who has worked there since 1961, Dr. Umeyama is a member of an overseas 
medical service team sponsored by the Japan Christian Foundation. Most of 
his work has been among smallpox, leprosy, and tuberculosis patients at a 
small clinic in Sumedang City, in a rural area of Indonesia, Facing an 
acute lack of medical equipment and supplies, he returned to Japan 
recently to request aid. Fomer classmates of his at the Osaka City 
University's Medical Department, and numerous pharmaceutical and equipment 
companies in Osaka and Saki City,quickly responded. Junion high school 
students also gathered school supplies for Mrs, Umeyama's kindergarten in 
Indonesia, 


%* * * 


The Rev, Hendrik van Andel, secretary of the Ecumenical Youth Council in 
the Netherlands for the past four years, has been named Secretary in 

Europe for the International Christian Youth Exchange, a programme in 

which nearly 400 high-school-age youth live and study abroad each year, 

The Council Secretariat in Burope is related to the Youth Department of 

the World Council of Churches, and Mr, van Andel's offices will be at 

the Ecumenical Centre, Geneva, location of WCC headquarters. Mr. van Andel 
is a clergyman of the Netherlands Reformed Church, 


* * * 
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Two Anglican dioceses reported results of voting on the proposed Anglican- 
Methodist union last week, 


In the Diocese .of Salisbury there was a "very considerable and in some 
cases an overwhelming vote in favour of going ahead", 


In the Diocese of Manchester a majority of approximately three to one 
favoured the scheme in "broad outline", to 


* * * 


& Spanish Protestant pastor and a layman were gvests at a recent one-day 
introductory course on the ecumenical movement for priests held at the 
Roman Catholic Ecumenical Centre at Barcelona, 


ce “ 


"Stand fast in liberty" will be the theme of the 12th German Evangelical 
Kirchentag, to be held in Cologne July 28 to August 1, 1965, 


% * * 


A new laboratory for micro-analysis has been dedicated at the Christian 
Medical College in ladhiana, the Punjab, India. The German Protestant 
churches! ca paign "Bread for the World" contributed DM 25,000 for the 
laboratory which will be used primarily in connection with the study of 
children's diseases, . | oy 
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CHRISTMAS 1964 


(The following Message for Christmas, 1964, has been prepared by Dr. W.A, 
Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches), 


Many cities have been decorated for Christmas. Everybody is to have his 
share in the festival. All are to participate in the joy that it 
announces. 


But is it the right joy? The New Testament speaks of a Christmas joy 
which comes to those who will pay the price. When Jerusalem, the city 
most concerned, heard that the King of the Jews was to come, the first 
reaction was that the people were troubled, They knew that the birth of 
the Messiah could have all sorts of radical consequences, It could 
mean, as the Magnificat puts it, that the proud would be scattered in the 
imagination of their hearts and that the rich would be sent empty away. 
Men would have to face very disturbing questiong and, as Simeon said, 
thoughts out of many hearts might be revealed. And it is only to those 
whe do not resist but welcome the interference of the Christmas-child 

in their lives that the real joy is given. 


Thus our Christmas decorations will only bring true joy if we do not close 
our lives to the disturbing influence of God's entrance into our world. 
The Christmas which brings joy is that which becomes a time of 
confrontation with the claims of the baby—king upon our lives. Then our 
joy will also be translated in deeds, deeds of solidarity with the 
hungry whom He wants to be filled with good things, and deeds of peace 
which will transform an unstable co-existence of nations and races into a 
world where men are their brother's keepers. 

EPS, Geneva 
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SWISS CHURCHES URGE PROTECTION OF 
RIGHTS OF CYPRIOTH TURKISH MINORITY 


(Bern) - The Swiss Protestant Church Federation has called upon 
Archbishop Makarios, President of Cyprus, to take full measures 
required to ensure the rights of the Cypriote Turkish minority. 


A letter to the Archbishop said the Swiss churches are "struck by the 
absence of any sense of obligation for the individual's rights to 
cultural, religious, and political freedom in the present struggle. 


“We regard a statement about the protection of the minority, their 
independent cultural life and their right to express their political 
opinions as an urgent necessity", it said. 


The letter appealed to the Archbishop to use the full weight of his 
political and church offices to end the conflict and create 2a situation 
in which political discussion can be held "even if it means giving up 
positions or advantages already won. 


"Justice and welfare make compromise essential", it declared. 
"Christians must always remember that the principles of humanity must 
be observed in every... situation and that the policies of a Christian 
majority and cf a Christian statesman, wherever they are exercised, 
affect the whole of Christendom." 

EPS, Geneva 
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DR. KING URGES WITHDRAWAL 
OF MERCENARIES FROM CONGO 


(Stockholm) - Dr. Martin Iuther King, Jr., called here for the immediate 
withdrawal of all mercenaries and foreign troops from the Congo and the 
setting up of peace negotiations with United Nations assistance. 


Speaking at a reception marking Kenyan independence, December 12, Dr. King, 
who only a few days earlier in Oslo received the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize 

for his work for racial justice in the USA,also discussed the USA race 
relations scene. He suggested the US government should organize a gigantic 
boycott of products of the State of Mississippi, a stronghold of racial 
prejudice in the US South. -He said such action would force State authorities 
to take measures to ensure racial justice. 


* * * 


tn London a joint organization representing the main ccloured communities 
in Britain has been formed.to provide "a united thrust" in the struggle 
against racial discrimination. 


The decision was taken at-a meeting with Dr. King before he left for Oslo. | 
Dr. King had specifically requested that he meet as meny leading coloured : 
persons as possible. Involved in the new organization are members of the 
West Indian, African, Indian, and Pakistani communities. 


Canon L. J. Collins, who was responsible for organizing Dr. King's schedule 
in Britain, said that one of the things that came out of the meeting was 
the recognition that there was no united front among the movements of 
coloured people in Britain. EPS, Geneva 


YUGOSLAV COMMUNISTS DROP BAN ON 
CHURCH ACTIVITIES BY PARTY MEMBERS 


(Belgrade) - The Eighth Congress of the Yugoslav Communist Party has 
rescinded a long-standing rule thet Party members must not practise religion, 
reliable sources report here. ; 


The Congress voted on a motion submitted by Lazar Kolisevski, a member of 
the Party's Exeeutive Committee, to delete a paragraph from the rules which 
held that membership was "incompatible with the practice of religion". . 


Mr. Kolisevski, in submitting the motion, told delegates that "the omission 
of the reference to religious worship by Party membérs in no way signifies 
that our attitude to religion has changed. On the centrary Party organe 
izations must pursue a most active line for the scientific world outlook and 
the superseding of religion in social activity, but they must not limit 
their attention solely to the specific acts a Party member may happen to 
perform." . | ar | 


The rescinding action is regarded as a liberalization Of policy in the 

sense that members will no longer be subject to disciplinary action for 

association with the Church. cas . Pus 
ae EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIAN STATE'S SCHOOLS SET 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SYLLABUS 


(Sydney) - The text of a new syllabus on religious teaching for use in 
South Wales state-operated primary schools, beginning in 1965, has been 
issued here by the Minister for Education. 


Providing for separate lessons on Christianity and on general religious 

and philosophical beliefs, the syllabus is a revision for a draft introduced 
last August. The draft drew strong Protestant and Anglican opposition 
because it required that Christian religious beliefs be discussed only as 
part of a general course. (EPS No. 33) 


Dr. Hugh R. Gough, Anglican Archbishop of Sydney and Primate of Australia, 

who had led the opposition to the original draft, expressed himself ° 

"sompletely satisfied" with the new version. ; 
EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH GOVERNMENT TO FINANCE CHURCHES! 
PROJECTS IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 


(The Hague) - The Netherlands government announced here its willingness to 
allocate $1,500,000 to Roman Catholic and Dutch Reformed Churches! service 
projects designed to eid developing countries. 


It said the funds would be made available from the $55 million appropriated 
for foreign aid in the coming year. 


A spokesman said each grant offered the churches would have to be matched 
by them with a contribution of 25 per cent. EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH, FRENCH CHURCHMEN CONFER 
ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS CONTROL 


(London) - The control of nuclear weapons within the Western Alliance, and 
the prevention of their proliferation, was the major subject of discussion 
in a three-day consultation between British and French churchmen here. 


Members of the Committee for International Affairs of the French Protestant 
Federation led by Professor André Philip visited London to meet members of 
the International Department of the British Council of Churches. 


The churchmen also discussed European political and economic unity and the 
form of Britain's participation in ’this, and relations with South Africa, 
a@ special concern of the British churches. At a final session there was 

a preliminary discussion of problems of the underdeveloped countries which 
is the proposed theme of the next consultation. EPS, Geneva 


UNITED CHURCH OFFICIALS 
DENIED VISAS TO ANGOLA 


(Toronto) -~ Visas for visits to Angola in Portuguese Africa have been. 
refused the Re Ernest HE. Long, secretary of the United Church of Canada, 


and the Rev. Floyd Honey, secretary of the denomination's Board of World Missi: : 


The ministers had planned a brief visit to United Church missionaries still 
in Angola during January. 


Tension has existed for some time now between the ciurch and Portuguese 
authoritiese There are 22 United Church missionaries in Angola, about half 
the number assigned there in 1962. When missionaries come out on leave they 
- usually are not aliowed to return, denomination officials said. EPS, Geneva 
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ARCHBISHOP SEES NEED 
FOR LITURGY REFORM 


(London) - The. Archbishop of. Canterbury said here that reforms of the liturgy 
and public worship are required in the Anglican Church. 


In an interview with the Catholic Herald, Dr. A. M. Ramsey declared: "In 

the next few years I think the reform of our forms of public worship will 
be a very considerable task for us to set in hand. T think the liturgical 
reform and renewal is something happening in every part of Christendom and 
that we can all gain immense challenge and stimulus from one: another." 


He added that "we in our church can be challenged and stimulated by the 
liturgical. renewal and reform within the Roman Catholic Church". 


The Archbishop said liturgical reform would bear on theological dialogue "in 
the sense that the way we express our belief inevitably affects the forms in 
which we worship and also the way in which we worship affects the shape and 
pattern of our belief". 


In answer to another question the Archbishop said that although there was 4 

large body in both the Anglican and Methodist churches favouring their 

proposed union, it was too early to say how quickly the plan may be advanced. 
. EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH REFORMED .CHURCH 
ENDORSES BIRTH CONTROL 


(Paris): - Use of "contraceptive methods" by married couples was approved by 
the National Council of the French Reformed Church in a statement which 
specifically condemned abortion as a means of birth control. 


Although "according to the Holy Scriptures children are a blessing and a joy 
to be desirud in every home", the statement declared, "physical union is in 

itself an expression ordained by God for communion between husband and wife, 
even apart from the possibility of procreation". 


The Council observed that "having children should result from a conscious and 
voluntary decision by both partners. They have to take into consideration 
social conditions in which children will. be born and grow up when .these 
conditions are likely to compromise their physical and moral future or the 
harmony of the couple." . 


When couples are aware of these responsibilities, the statement said, then 
they may use contraceptive methods, provided "it is understood that abortion 
cannot. enter into this category". EPS, Geneva 


SO. AFRICAN CHURCH MAY RESTRICT 
OVERSEAS STUDY OF SEMINARIANS 


(Capetown) - Because of "profound shifts" in the views of seminarians of the 
Dutch Reformed Church (Ned. Geref. Kerk) who have studied abroad, the church 
may prohibit overseas study in the future, . pe a 


~The Kerkbode, official publication cf the church, the largest of the three 
main Afrikaans churches, hinted that-such a curb may be introduced because of 
the variant views, particularly on race relations, developed by overseas 
students. ry 


Urging that theological students should not+ "unreservedly be encouraged to 
study abroad", Kerkbode said that "although in ‘the past the bonds between the 
Afrikaans churches and. the Netherlands Reformed churches have been strong and 
marked by, a similar doctrinal approach, today the Netherlands churches. have 
developed their own views, particularly on race matters and South African 

politics". | : EPS, Geneva 
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WCC APPEALS FOR $193,500 TO AID 
REFUGEES IN INDIA AND PAKISTAN 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has appealed, through its Division 
of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, to member-churches through- 
out the world for $193,500 to provide relief and rehabilitation programmes 
for 276,000 East Pakistan refugees in India. 


The refugees are in 97 camps, of which 28, housing approximately half of the 
total, are in Assam; the remainder are scattered across eight Indian states. 


The appeal, which is in addition to one for $60,000 fully subscribee. earlier 
this year, estimated that before the end of 1964 about 10 per cent of the 
refugees will have returned to their homes because they have been warned by 
the East Pakistan government that all who do not do so by December 31 will 
have their land confiscated. Emergency and rehabilitation aid, therefore, 
must be carried out on both sides of the frontier and the Hast Pakistan 
National Christian Council has requested immediate funds for urgently 

needed relief to be given to those who return. 


However, "it seems certain", the WCC appeal said, "that the majority will 
never return to Hast Pakistan. They have suffered physically and mentally, 
as much as any refugees anywhere in the world. The fact that on the Indian . 
side of the frontier there are members of their own tribal communities 

makes it possible for them to be rehabilitated in a way that would not have 
been possible had they come into an area totally alien to .then. 


"In the Matia group of camps, where there are some 65,000 people, the Baptist 
and Anglican Churches have assisted the Christian community, which numbers 
approximately 8,000 refugees, to build their own churches and to provide 
spiritual care for them. i 


"These tribal refugees, who have loft behind them the fruits of. generations 
of work, their farms, and their homes, are hard-working people who are 
concerned about establishing themselves at the carliest possible moment. 
Their character traits of independence and hard work mean that, with a 
Minimum amount of help, they will soon take care of themselves. 


"Many of these people are Christians and. the quality of their Christian 
faith is quite remarkable. The depth and extent of needs in these camps, 
whether they are constituted of Christians, animists or Buddhists, are such 
that the most urgent help is called for from the churches." 


At the joint request of the National Christian Councils of. India and Fast 
Pakistan, the WCC Service to Refugees has arranged for two of its Senior 
Field Officers, Mr. J. BE. A. Bazalgette,and Mr. A. Mouravieff, to visit. the 
camps and advise on rehabilitation plans. They will be goined by. Mr. Frank 


Field, resettlement officer of the Bengal Refugee service, Calcutta. 


The $193,500 sought in the present appeal will finance medical services, 


weaving cooperntives, housing, well-boring and agricultural projects, tools,. 
seeds, bedding, and basic -household equipment. ie EPS, Geneva 
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HUNGARY PERMITS ROMAN CATHOLIC 
SEMINARIANS TO STUDY IN ROME. 


(Budapest) - The Hungarian government has given permission to Roman Catholic 
seminarians from this country to study at the Pontifical Hungarian Ecclesi- 
astical Institute in Rome. The authorization was part of the agreement . 
recently concluded between the government and the Vatican. 


Msgr. Jonas Fabian, dean of the Budapest Seminary, said that 12 of its 
graduates will soon leave for Rome to attend the papal institute. He said 

the government is helping to defray expenses. It is the first time seminarians 
have received such permission since 1947. 


Msgr. Fabian reported that there are about 300 students enrolled in the 
Budapest Seminary and in the other five Catholic seminaries in Hungary. 
EPS, Geneva 


REFORM RECOMMENDED OF 
BRITISH SUNDAY LAWS 


(London) - Performance of plays, variety entertainment, ballet, and opera 

would be permitted on Sunday in Great Britain if recommendations of the 
Crathorne Committee on the Sunday observance are accepted in full by the British 
Parliament. 


However the Committee would not allow cricket, football, or other professional 
sports on Sundays, largely on the ground that they would cause noise and 

disruption to the neighbourhood and involve the employment of many more : 
persons than those actually taking part. 


Results of study by the Committee, set up by the Home Secretary in 1961 to 
review Sunday observance laws, were published last week. Current Sunday . 
laws in Britain are still largely based on principles laid down in the 17th 
and 18th centuries. 


The Guardian commented editorially that if the Committee!s recommendations 
are followed "the law will still be a hotchpotch of yes and now...» but the 
distinctions will be a little more sensible and a little more intelligible 
than today's medley of. encrusted habit, obsolete prohibition, and widespread 
evasion". EPS, Geneva 


NEW ECUMENICAL BODY 
FOR SCOTTISH CHURCHES 


(Edinburgh) - What is described as "a more advanced ecumenical structure than 
has ever existed before" among Scottish churches has bcen inaugurated here. 


To be known as the Soottish Churches Council, its membership comprises the 
Church of Scotland, the Episcopal Church in Scotland, and six other Protestant 
churches. It replaces the Scottish Churches! Ecumenical Committee, a less 
comprehensive organization. . 


Lord Wemyss, a former Lord High Commissioner of the Church of Scotland's 
General Assembly, chairman of the new Council, said its aim is to "bring 
coherence to a number of good going concerns and strengthen ecumenical 
relationships in Scotland, Britain, and the wider world". EPS, Geneva 
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AFRICAN DIPLOMAT FRAISES . 
CHURCHES! CONTRIBUTIONS TO CONTINENT 


(New York) - The Church has not failed in Africa, the Nigerian ambassador to 
the United Nations told 200 Protestant and Orthodox Christians here. 


Chief 5.0. Adebo told the Friends of the World Council of Churches, a USA 
organization, that many African leaders, especially in Nigeria and other 
parts of West Africa, were products of the church. He praised the church in 
Nigeria for training indigenous leadership before the country attained 
independence. 


Great credit goes to missionaries for training Africans for leadership in 
education, medicine, and social service as well as the church, the African 
leader asserted. But he added that missionaries were not "all angels. 
"There were bad ones and very good ones. In Nigeria we were fortunate in 
having very good ones." . He said Nigeria now has 10 to 20 per cent. Christian 
population. 


He stressed the importance of setting good examples, nationally and inter- 
nationally. "The Church of God is indivisible. What happens in Congo and 
in Mississippi affects what happens in Nigeria. Any discreditable action 
anywhere discredits all Christians." 


On the question of polygamy Chief Adebo remarked that while the practice 
among some Africans is to have several wives simultaneously elsewhere 
"Christian people seem to delight in having one after another". 


Answering a question concerning African reaction to the rescuc operation in 
the Congo, he said he knew of no country in which the majority of Africans 
were happy that innecent people were held as hostages. He said that many 
African states felt that the Organization of African Unity should have been 
given the opportunity to solve the problem and that all help to the Congo 
should be .channelled through the African organization. 


NWe do not want the cold war in fiercest, “he said. EPS, Geneva 


WCC OFFICIAL CRITICAL OF LIFE 
MAGAZINE ARTICLE ON CONGO 


(New York) - The executive secretary of the US Conference for the World 
Council of Churches has sharply criticized a report published by Life 
Magazine of atrocities in the Congo for implying there was "no suffering 
except that inflicted upon white persons. 


"The fact that undoubtedly thousands of Congolese have died in atrocities 
caused by the Stanleyville rebels... is not reported at any point in the 
article", Dr. Bugene L. Smith told a meeting here of the Friends of the 
World Council of Churches. 


This fact, he continued "illustrates our problems. We who are white again 
and again reveal all unconsciously that to us the life of a white person Ze 
somehow more precious than the life of a coloured person... This distortion 
eee unconscious as it is, is manifested again and again by the white 
majority of this nation, and by many of its church people. 


"A church which can usefully participate in the mission of Christ in these 
days must be utterly purged of such distortion and such cleansing can only | 
be the work of the Holy Spirit. Only a church which each day is renewed by 
Christ can:-effectively minister to a world which each day is torn by a new: 
upheaval.".- EPS, Geneva 
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U.S LUTHERANS TO SEND MILK 
CANTEEN TO CALCUTTA 


(New York) - Lutheran World Relief (USA) and Christians in Calcutta will con 
operate in a project to provide a mobile milk canteen for the distribution 
of cups of milk and biscuits to children in a number of the city's slums. 


Directors of the agency have allocated $9,016 for its first year's costs. 


The Rev. Qve R. Nielsen, an assistant executive secretary, told the board 

here that Calcutta has some 3,200 slums, known as bustees, which have a 
combined population of 700,000 people, and that living quarters in them have 
been described in a foundation study report as "not fit for human habitation". | 


He said 'hlmost all of the inhabitants of the bustees are undernourished and 
most of them live on the edge of starvation. About 80 per cent of the 
children... do not attend school. Practically all the people suffer from 
water-borne or fly-borne diseases." EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP LI3ELIUS FORECASTS CHANGES iG | 
IN "MIXED MARRIAGE" PRACTICES % | 


(Berlin) - Bishop Otto Dibelius said in a radio broadcast here that Roman 
Catholic practice with regard to mixed marriages will change, quite apart 
from any formal decisions taken by the Vatican Council. 


Speaking over the West Berlin radio station, Bishop Dibelius, head of the 
Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg, contrasted Canon Law regulations ‘ 
with actual practice. He said many Roman Catholic priests, with the knowledge © 
of their bishops, when performing "mixed marriages" recommend that each 
partner continue true to his own church and that often they do not require 
that the couple promise to rear their children in the Catholic faith. 


This development cannot be ignored by the Vatican Council, he said,» "The 
Council must draw conclusions from trends already taking place." EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN THEOLOGIAN CRITICAL 
OF VATICAN COUNCIL RESULTS 


(Berlin) ~ While Vatican Council deliberations have caused "revolutionary" 
changes within the Roman Catholic Church, they have had little influence on 
the rest of Christendom, a noted German theologian said here. 


Addressing the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germeny (EKID), Professor 
Edmund Schlink, who hag been the church's observer at all three Council 

sessions, attributed its lack of influence on other churches to the fact that 
deliberations "lagged beyond present theological insights and the requirements 
of ecumenism". 


He was particularly critical of the Council's concept of the Church because 
"it still identifies the Roman Catholic Church with Christ and His One Church 


in-a.way unacceptable to other churches". 


None of the resolutions aceepted thus far by the Council, he said, have s 
"revoked, modified, or even satisfactorily re-interpreted any of the dogmas 
which divide Christendom”. . . 


Professor Schink advocated extension of contacts with the Roman Catholic 

Church y particularly at the theological level, and urged that discussions 

give priority to such thorny issues as "mixed marriages" and re-baptism. 
EPS, Geneva — 
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UNESCO, CHURCHES SEEK CLOSER 
COOPERATION IN AFRICAN EDUCATION 


(Paris) - A joint consultation of Christian education specialists and 
UNESCO officials here called for closer cooperation between churches and 
UNESCO in aiding in the general planning for education in Africa. 


While stressing that the basic responsibility for education belongs to 
national governments, the consultation said that Christian bodies and non- 
governmentel agencies can make important contributions in this field. 


On the national level, it was suggested, church representatives should be 
encouraged to serve on UNESCO commissions and on school boards. On the 
international level UNESCO officials seek church representation at conferences 
and in working parties. 


Underlying consultation discussions was the swareness that eae s 
Africa, governments are increasingly assuming responsibility for education, 
whereas, until recently, three-quarters of all educational facilities on 

the Continent were operated under either Protestant or Roman Catholic church 
auspices. 


The churches still have the responsibility to provide Christian 
education for children of parents who wish it, the consultation said, 
but the changing situation requires them to develop new avenues of service. 


Major agenda items of the two and a half day consultation were an exchange 
of information, a review of recent developments, and discussion of the role 
of non-governnental agencies in African education. 


Specific problems dealt with included adult education &and literacy, youth, 
teacher training, higher education, documentation, use of mass media, and 
special funds and scholarships. 


Church bodies represented at the consultation were the All Africa Conference 
of Churches, the World Council of Churches, including its Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, and the World Council of Christian 
Education and Sunday School Association. EPS, Geneva 


EAST GERMAN CHURCH REPORTS 
FEWER, BUT MORE FAITHFUL UEMBERS 


(Berlin) - A report by the Synod of the Evangelical Church of chap etee East 
Germany shows that while membership fell sharply in the last ten years, 
those who remained loyal increased their attendance and contributions. 


In the years between 1954 and 1964, the report said, attendance dropped 
from 700,000 to 350,000, and membership from 423,000 to 260,000. 


But loyal church members increased attendance, especially at Holy Communion 
services. In one district contributions rose from DM 45,000 to DM\108,000.: 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF . 
Officials of the Polish Catholic Church (in union with old Catholic ohurches ) 
report five new parishes founded there in the 12 months between September 
1963-64. Forty-three of the church's students are enrolled in a seminary 
in Warsaw. 
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Taiwan Christian Service has undertaken a new programme for 476 families in 
the "squatter" section of Taipei, an area in which the monthly per capita 
income is less than’$4. Based on a survey of needs made by Taiwan seminary 
and university students, the Service is sponsoring a medical, education, 
and recreation programme, the latter directed especially to the needs of 
children who compose more than half the section's population. 
2 0% % % ; ; 

The Mission of Fellowship to Europe of the United Church of Christ in the 4 
USA will conduct a series of weekly seminars on the Christian mission in 
Africa, January 7 - April 18. Lectures will be given by returned or 
vacationing missionaries. The series is part of the centre's programme of 
missionary orientation for French-speaking Africa. The Mission address is 
"Accueil Fraternel, Le Chambon-sur-Lignon, Hte. Loire, France. | 

ae Va RSE 


Protestants, Roman Catholics, and Jews in Baton Rouge, La., (USA) will ie 
participate in a three-week programme "Operation Understanding" beginning | 
Sunday, January 10. Modelled after a similar and much acclaimed programme 
held last year, it will include an exchange of visits to churches and 
synagogues throughout the city. 


* * x 


Bernard Jan Cardinal Alfrink, Archbishop of Utrecht, the Netherlands, has 
authorized the establishment of an international centre to foster contacts 
with non-Catholic Christians and Jews. To be located in Nijmegen, it will 
sponsor interreligious dialogues, lectures, and courses on ecumenism, and, 
in cooperation with similar centres in Germany and Italy, will arrange _ 
tours to cultural and ecumenical places of interest. 


* * % 


Priests of the Orthodox Church in Greece serving in villages with populations 
of 1,500 or under will have their salaries increased by 500 drachmas ($17) 

a month, beginning January 1. This was the first step taken by the govern- 
ment in response to recommendations made by a special assembly of the Orthodox 
hierarchy last February. The increases will affect 4,900 of the 8,089 priests 
in: the country: - 


¥* x %* 


Churches of the six communions participating in the Consultation on Church 
Union in the USA will take part in a pulpit exchange on Sunday, January 17, 
the. beginning of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Involved will be 
local congregations of the Methodist, Protestant Episcopal, United 
Presbyterian, and Evangelical United Brethren Churches, the United Church of 
Christ,and the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ). 


* * * 


A Christian Service Corps under which volunteer adults over 35 will work from 
two to ten weeks as lay missionaries will be formed by the Southern Baptist 
Convention. They will serve in various. phases cf mission field work under 
direction of local churches requesting their aid. The corps supplements 
other lay denominational programmes of the church whereby graduate students 


serve two-year mission terms and undergraduates spend a summer as missionarie 


* * * 
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A total of 1,334 refugees were resettled by the World Council of Churches! 
Service to Refugees in the month of November. The figure brings to a total 
of 12,900 the number aided by the Service in the first eleven months of this 
year. The largest number (7,192) went from Greece to other countries. 
dastralia received the greatest number of immigrants (9,041), followed by 
the USA with 2,743. 


x x * 


Figures just released in Tokyo show 1964 distribution of Bibles and portions 
of the Bible totalled four million copies, an all-time high, in a nation in 
which the number of Christians is less than three per cent of the population. 


*% * * 


The Conference of Bishops of the 01d Catholic Churches (Utrecht Union) has 
appointed a committee to conduct theological conversations with the Orthodox 
Church. Orthodox church leaders meeting at the pan-Orthodox conference in 
Rhodes in October voted to set up a similar committee for contacts with Old 
Catholics. 


* *% x 


Bishop Andrzej Wantulu of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Poland has 
concluded a visit with officials of four of the regional churches in Hast 
Germany in his capacity as a vice president of the Lutheran World Federation. 
Churches visited were in Mecklenburg, Pomerania, Saxony, and Thuringia. 


* x * 


Miss Faith Pomponio, public relations director for the Protestant Council of 
the City of New York, has been named to succeed Miss Betty Thompson as head 
of public relations for the New York office of the World Council of 

Churches, on January 1. On thet date Miss Thompson will become executive 
secretary for the Section on Communication, Joint Commission on Education and 
Cultivation of the Methodist Board of Missions. 


55) * * 
Old Catholic Churches (Union of Utrecht) are conducting conversations in 
Spain and Portugal with the Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church and the 


Lusitanian Church, respectively, looking towards ratification of full inter- 
communion. Similar talks are under way in the Philippines. 


* * * 


A museum of the 01d Catholic Church has been opencd in Vienna, Austria. 


* * * 


The Rt. Rev. Roland Koh, 56, a former Buddhist, who became a Christian at 
the age of 30, has been appointed Anglican Bishop of Jessleton, Sabah 
(formerly North Borneo). Bishop Koh is former Suffragan Bishop of Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. 


% * * 


A Roman Catholic priest conducted the service and a pastor of the Netherlands 

Reformed Church preached a brief sermon at a "mixed marriage" held recently 

in the chapel of the Catholic University, Nitmegen, Netherlands, 
¥ EPS, Geneva 
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A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS 


WCC LAUNCHES $3,000,000 
CHRISTIAN LITERATURE FUND 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has announced the establishment of. 
a $3,000,000 fund to advance large-scale indigenous Christian literature 
programmes around the world. The largest single amount ever appropriated 
by the churches for literature work, it will operate over a five-year period. 


More than $2,000,000 has already been assured for the fund by the WCC!s 
affiliated councils, 


The fund itself will not undertake work, but will allocate monies for the 
support of "new developments of high quality and great urgency" sponsored by 
Christian literature agencies with the support of local churches. Resources 
will. be directed primarily to Asia, Africa, Latin America, Oceania, and the 
Caribbean, 


Over-all aim of the fund, as described in a preparatory report, is develop~ 
ment of "a thriving, well co-ordinated, indigenous Christian literature 
activity of high quality, largely self-sustaining, and capable of spontane- 
ous growth", 


The furid will be administered by a 2l-member international ecumenical con- 
mittee, The committee will hold its first meeting in London in August, 1965, 


Fund director will be Mr. Charles Granston Richards, a specialist in litera 
ture production and distribution. Originally a missionary in Hast Africa 
for the Church Missionary Society, London, Mr. Richards served for 15 years 
as first director of the East Africa Literature Bureau, a joint enterprise 
of the governments of Kenya, Tanganyika, and Uganda, His appointment is 
effective April 1. 
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Establishment of the fund was preceded by a one-year world survey of 
Christian literature needs made under the auspices of the World Council's 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism. 


It is visualized that approximately one-fourth of the total fund will be 
appropriated for personnel training. The remainder will be concentrated 

on a limited number of projects deemed to have the greatest significance 

for the total Christian literature programme in a given locality. The fund 
also will help finance the sending of specialists into certain areas for 
limited periods, 


Among types of undertakings suggested by the advance study for fund grants 
were; development of literature centres for training, research,and confer- 
ences; funds for series of books and other publishing projects; capital 
grants for »vrinting plants; technical and financial aid for publication, 
promotion, and distribution; and "short-term" support for newspapers and 
other periodicals. ‘Special emphasis will be given to the development of 
creative writing. 


Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, director of the WCC Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism, announcing the fund, noted that since the end of the 17th century 
the churches! concern for providing literature in developing countries has 
been largely expressed through the work of Christian literature societies. 


While these programmes will continue, he said, it was felt the enormous . 
increases being made in the number of literates and the corresponding demand 
for literature requires special efforts to attain new levels of effectiveness 
in the writing, printing, publishing, and distribution of Christian litera- 
ture. 


He added that the fact that Unesco is undertaking a major literacy programme 
which will add hundreds of millions of new literates to the world's popula- 
tion Retest aae cat skeet of Christian je late in. this field. 3 

: ea 4 EPS, .Geneva 
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TWO FRI oISH CHURCHES AGREE 
ON PRINCIPLES FOR UNION 


(Northwood, England) ~ With what is reported as "complete unanimity", repres- 
entatives of the Congregational Union and the Presbyterian Church of England 
have agreed on a statement of principles for a union of their two churches. | 


Meeting here, delegates. agreed - "with warmth" according. ‘to the Rev. John. © : 

Huxtable, of the Congregational group = to recommend the scheme for:a united 
church to their respective assemblies, These meet in the spring, and, if_ 
they approve, the ‘statements of principles Wid be sent ee local churches 

and presbyteries for discussion. 


Mr, Huxtable explained that the statement was not a eaheri teat ‘The iane 
churches, he said, must first explore how generally acceptable it was. 
After: the. comments of local churches had been received, work could begin on 
framing a constitution for the united church. It was impossible to predict 
how long it would take to achieve full :union..-.- .-° EPS; Geneva.’ 
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DICARWS 1965 PROJECT LIST 
ASKS FOR $18,743,070 


(Geneva) - The 1965 Project List of the World Council of Churéhes! Division 
of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service is now being sent out to the 
member churches and their related agenvies. It describes more than 400 
ecumenically approved projects in all parts of the world. The total re- 
quests are for $18,743,070, of which $11,063,150 is asked for in 1965. 

These figures are exclusive of emergency appeals, 


An innovation this year is a North American project. This is the Miss- 
issippi Delta Ministry of the Divisien of Home Missions, National Council 
nf Churches USA. This ministry of reconciliation and relief has a total 
budget of $518,000 over a three-year period. The support sought from the 
sister churches in the World Council amounts to $207,000, of which $111,000 
is asked for in 1965, (See Special Report this pees EPS, Geneva 


(Copies of the Project List are available on request to DICARWS, World 
Council of Churches, 150 route de Ferney, Geneva 20.) 


LANDMARK DECISION CONFIRMS 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN NIGERIA 


(Lagos) ~ What is described as "likely to be an historic step in the cause 
of Reet atone freedom in Nigeria", has been taken by the Nigerian Supreme 
Court. : 


The Court set aside the conviction of the Rev. Paul Samu, a Baptist pastor 
in a Moslem village of the Gwari tribe in northern Nigeria, who had been 
found guilty by a lower court of "insulting and inciting contempt of the 
Moslem faith" because he had held a Christian service in a home to which he 
had been invited, 


The case arose when Christian parents in the village refused a Moslem name- 
giving ceremony for their child and asked for Christian baptism. This was 
reported to the local court which tried and convicted the pastor. 


Mr. Samu's lawyer, who is.chief counsel for the largely Moslem political 
party of northern Nigeria, in an impassioned plea for religious freedon, 
quoted the Nigerian constitution which guarantees not only "freedom of 
thought, conscience,and religion" but also "the right with others in public 
or private to fied Babe and propagate (the individual's) religion or belief. 
in worship, teaching, practice, and observance", 


BKuropean Baptist Press Service reporting the action said it indicates that 
Christian ministers in Nigeria now have freedom to do pastoral visiting in 
homes and conduct public worship services. EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH PRELATE WARNS AGAINST 
FULL RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


(Madrid) - A senior member of the Roman Catholic hierarchy in Spain has warned 


Spaniards against "enslavement of their consciences by full religious liberty". 


The warning was issued by the Most Rev. Luis Alonso Munoyerro, titular Arch- 
bishep of Sion, one of the three representatives of the Spanish episcopacy who 
have been negotiating with the government on proposed new legislation con- 
cerning the rights of non-Roman Catholics. EPS, Geneva 
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SCOTTISH CHURCH LEADERS 
ATTACK SLUM -BLIGHT 


(Glasgow) ‘~ Four leading Scots clergymen » two from the Church of Scotland 
and two bishops of the Episcopal Church in Scotland - have issued a statement 
attacking slum conditions in Scottish SE Aes as ‘a, disgrace to any civilized 
country", 


The statement said that in Scotland today there were about 490,000 primitive 
pre- -1860 houses and ‘550,000 ‘pre=1880 “houses ‘and that the improvement rate, 
in spite ‘of increased ‘legislation, was ntnimal. It noted, for instance, 
that in Glasgow there ‘are 80,000 persons ‘on the waiting List for municipal -. 
houses; °34,000' at ee live more -than sh hse to a ae, and 890,000 more than 
three toa room. 


The churchmen ‘urged a national effort to remove Vins most urgent problem in 
this land today", 


The statement was ALA ont eee the Very Rev. Nevile Davidson, Minister of 
Glasgow Cathedral; the Rev. Dr. Charles Warr, Dean of the Thistle and Chapel 
Royal, Edinburgh; the Rt. Rev. Dr. Francis H. Moncrieff, Bishop of Glasgow 
and Galloway; and the Rt. Rev. Kenneth M. Carey, Bishop of Edinburgh. 


A Nh ie 


In Lendon’a report to be published Christmas. Eve by Christian Action and- the- 
Simon Community Trust, estimates that there are at least 90,000 homeless men. 
and women in Britain todays . It said many sleep. out; others live in the 
half-world of the -common-lLodging house and the Se dane centre. The Te porta 
based on @ pilot survey by social workers in several. cities, has been pre- 
sented to the Prime Minister. Lia ahd ah iard >, Bae’ ee ae EPS, Geneva — 


CARDINAL KOENIG MEETS WITH 
ISLAM LEADER ~ 


(Cair>) - Franz HSE EL Roonts, Enon ane eee Vienna, met here with Grand 
Sheikh Hassan Mamoun, the ‘prominent Islamic: leader. 


News reports said the major topic discussed was the Second Vatican Council's 
draft declaration on Roman Catholic relations with the Jews, 


They said the Cardinal, a.member of the Vatican Qotiedt he Ted Logo: 
Commission, assured his host that the draft document,:which had: been’ approved 
by the Council Fathers in a preliminary vote, had no political implications 
and was purely religious in character, / 


In a subsequent press conference, Cardinal Koenig disclosed he had invited 
Sheikh Mamoun to visit Vienna and deliver a series of lectures on Islam. 

He said he also suggested the possibility of establishing cultural exchanges 
between the Vatican and Al Azhar University,acentre of Islamic culture and 
learning here. Sheikh Mamoun also reportedly has asked the Cardinal to 
lecture. at the University. 


The visit here marked the first time that a Cardinal of the Roman Catholic 
Church had been received by a leader of the more than 1 »000-year-old raat 
Azhar University. . EPS, Geneva 
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VATICAN SECRETARIAT NAMES 
OBSERVERS TO WCC MEETING 


(Geneva) = The Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity has 
named two observers to the World Council of Churches! Central Committee 
meeting in Enugu, Nigeria, January 12-21, 


They are Father Pierre Dupré, of France, who is sub-secretary of the Oriental 
Section of the Vatican Secretariat, and Father Jérome Hamer, 0.P., a Belgian 
who is a consultant to the Secretariat. Both are specialists in ecumenical 
work and have been observers at previous WCC meetings. 


The Central Committee will receive reports from the WCC's observers at the 
last two sessions of Vatican Council II and will discuss its implications 
for future contacts, conversations,and cooperation on the practical, as well 
as the theological level. EPS, Geneva 


SWISS F.O.R. SUPPORTS 
AID PLAN FOR DEVELOPING NATIONS 


(Lausanne) - The Swiss branch of the International Fellowship of Reconcili- 
ation has called for support of a plan whereby wealthy nations would allocate 
an increasing percentage of their national incomes for technical assistance 
to developing countries. 


Petitions sent by the FOR group to authorities of Swiss Reformed, Old Catho- 
lic, and Roman Catholic churches urged serious study of the proposal first 
advanced by the Rev. André Biéler, the Swiss economic and social affairs . oe 
expert. 


Pastor Biéler's plan calls for contributions, up to a total of three per cent 
of national incomes, to offset losses in living standards in developing 


countries due to population increases and other factors. His plan has . 
already received strong support from the Synod of the Reformed Church. of the 
Canton of Neuch&tel. (EPS No. 46) EPS, Geneva 


wcc TO PUBLISH ANNUAL 
GLOBAL SURVEY OF MISSIONS, CHURCHES 


(Geneva) ~ A comprehensive global survey of the work and situation of churches 
and missions around the world will be published in January by ue World 
Council of Churches, 


The 12-month review, based on reports of more than 100 on-the-scene corres- 
pondents in Asia, Oceania, Africa, Kurope, and North and South America, will 
appear in the January , Io6S, edition of the International Review of Miss zone 
a periodical of the WCC's Division of World Mission and Evangelism, 


Included in the 80-page survey are reports about churches in several parts of 
the world ~ including the People's Republic of China - from which little 
information is usually available. 


The issue also carries a review of Roman Catholic missions during 1964, an 
article on the "Joint Action for Mission" programme, and a l4d-page biblio-+ 
graphy of world mission and evangelism literature, EPS, Geneva 
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SPANISH PRIESTS TO VISIT 
DUTCH PROTESTANT LEADERS 


(Amsterdam) - Twenty young Spanish Roman Ca-sholic priests have been invited 
by a Dutch Franciscan Father, Dr. R. Koper, to visit the Netherlands in April 
to meet with Protestant theologians and church leaders there, 


The impulse for the unusual invitation was prompted by a radio interview on 
impressions of Spain today aired last February by the Dutch Christian Broad- 
casting Station. In the broadcast several young Spanish priests were quoted 
as saying they had never had any contact with Protestant Christians and had 


no idea how a Protestant pastor conceived of his ministry or carried out his 
work, : 


Dr. Koper was so concerned about the isolation of the priests from all ecu- 
menical contacts that, on a visit to Spain, he consulted Roman Catholic . 
authorities who selested the group of 20 young priests, none of whom has ever 
been outside Spain or had contacts with leaders of other churches. 

EPS, Geneva 


SOME BRITISH CHURCHMEN CAUTIOUS 
ABOUT PROPOSED CHANGE IN SUNDAY LAWS 


(London) ~ Some British churchmen have greeted proposals for the relaxation 
of Sunday observance laws with considerable reserve. (EPS No. 47) 


The sharpest opposition, as expected, came from the Lord's Day Observance 
Society, which pledged to "rouse the country against these proposals by 
every means at our disposal", The Society in the past has frequently 
instituted court action to block infringements of Sunday laws. 


The Evangelical Alliance said the recommendations "bear witness to the in— 
creasingly secularized state of our society", would create additional. . - 
anomalies, such as the unreal distinction between amateur and professional 


sport on a large scale. PaO tek 


In the industrial area of Radstock, 24 clergymen - nine Anglicans, nine Free 
Church leaders, and six Roman Catholics -— published an appeal to both 
employers and trade union leaders to reduce the amount of work on Sundays. 

i EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN BISHOP | ap et ee 
CONDEMNS RACE "SCANDAL" 


(Johannesburg) - The Bishop of Kimberley and Kuruman, the Rt. Rev. Philip. 
Wheeldon, said at the Anglican diocesan Synod at Kimberley that white Angli- 


cans must be prepared to accept African and coloured priests as ministers 
for their services, | 


"It is a scandal that we still plan church services in such a way that 
arrangements are made for a white priest to travel hundreds of miles to 
minister to a white congregation", he declared, "As a matter of policy, 
I wish it to be known that I shall do.all in my power to-avoid this in the 
future," | | yagi ) EPS, Geneva 
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REALISTIC ANALYSIS OF CHURCHES 
URGED IN USSR JOURNAL ARTICLE 


(Moscow) = Not only must Marxist criticism of religion evolve in order to 
take into account the evolution in the church, but Communist parties must 
"extend their hand to all believing workers". 


These are the essential theses advanced in an article by Mr. Mtchedlov, 
appearing in the current issue of Kommunist, official organ of the Communist 
Party of the USSR. 


"To refuse to see those changes, that deeper and deeper crisis of religious 
doctrine in which the church is seeking to revive itself in new forms; not 
to take into consideration the beginning of the church's attempts to emerge 
from the period of ‘crusades! and of 'witch-hunting! is to exhibit a short- 
Sightedness which has nothing to do with Marxism", Mr. Mcchedlov wrote. 


Mentioning by name the volume "The Scientific Basis of Atheism", published 
last year under auspices of the Pedagogical Institute of Yaroslav, he 
declared: 


"Some authors seem incapable of restraining themselves to an objective 
analysis of new phenomena and continue out of inertia to criticize character- 
istics of their ideological adversary which have now disappeared," 


For instance, "to present relations between the Vatican and directing 

circles of the USA or the German Federal Republic as purely and simply a. 
question of the implementation of orders handed down by a small imperialistic 
clique is worthy of the primitive". pk 


The aim of Marxist study of religion, he Said, must be "objectively to 
analyze reality"; this "reality" must take into consideration "the fact 
that in order not ultimately to lose control of its flock, the clergy is 
now compelled to find new solutions and new possibilities of ‘dialogue with 
the world!, to make concessions to contemporary demands, and to re-evaluate 
its values", 


Mr. Mtchedlov noted particularly the work of Pope John XXIII as indicative 
of this new effort, especially "the realistic position of the (Roman Catholic) 
hierarchy on the question of war and peace, and the necessity for co-exist- 
ence of different social~political systems", and the search for "other forms 
of relations between incompatible ideologies - Roman Catholicism and Com- 
munism', and for "other forms of combatting Communism", . 


But, he added, there are groups in the Roman Catholic Church which are radi- 
cally opposed to this reform movement. He described Pope Paul VI as 
belonging to the "middle of the road" group. 


He admonished Marxist theoreticians to remember that reform in the church 
corresponds with what Lenin called the process of "cleaning" and that Lenin 
had warned that "a clean church is even more dangerous", He continued: 


"The dialectic of renewal in the church consists in that, while giving 
evidence of the weakness (in the need for reform), it is alsoa means of 
strengthening its influence. 


"Religion is led to reform itself by the revolutionary aspirations of 
believing. workers. Are these aspirations and these masses to be despised 
and disregarded because they express themselves in terms of religion? 


- =~ 
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"A movement or an activity cannot be classified as 'counter-revolutionary' 

or '!reactionary! simply because it appears among Christians. such a simpli- 
fication has nothing in common with the Marxist aim of an objective analysis. 
of the facts. 


"Religion, indeed, has nothing to do with the elaboration and determination 
of revolutionary consciousness. Many historic examples show that, on the 
contrary, it weakens and muffles them, But there are cases in history in 
which the masses fed with an exclusively religious diet express their funda- 
mental interests in religious forms. 


"That is what is happening today in a certain number of recently-~liberated 
countries in which those movements of the mass, in spite of their religions 
appearance, are profoundly progressive. 


"That is why the absence of the revolutionary role from religions ideology 
and particularly from aggiornamento (updating) is no argument against close 
collaboration of Communists and believers in a common fight for progress 
and humanity. 


"In the present circumstances the possibilities (of such cooperation) 

become greater and greater for a large number of political and social reasons, 
and especially because of the necessary changes in the political orientation 
of considerable numbers of clergymen. 


"The practice of the Soviet Union and other socialist countries provides a 
brilliant demonstration of the possibility and the necessity of common 
action of atheists and believers, not only in fighting the intrigues of the - 
enemies of the liberty of the people, but in working for the establishment 
of a new society..." 3 , EPS, Geneva 


1964 STRIDES IN UNITY, 
RACE RELATIONS 


(New York) ~ Creative activity in race relations and the widening of con- 
tacts between Christians are the two major factors in the movement for 
Christian unity in the past year, according to the head of the New York * 
office of the World Council of Churches. 3 peer sat 


Dr, Bugene L. Smith, executive Secretary of the WCC's New York office, in a 
year-end report issued here, saw particular Significance in the increased 
participation of Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and conservative evangelical 
Christians. . 


"In the Church's witness to the world, recent months have been notable for. 
particularly creative actions in the area of race relations", the ecumenical 
leader commented. eM EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP WILLEBRANDS MEETS 
WITH INDIAN CHRISTIAN LEADERS 


(Kottayam, India) - Bishop Jan Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican Secre- 
tariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity, told a group of Christian leaders 
here that the work for unity would be hampered if too much importance’ is placed 
on traditions and human elements within the churches, 


The way to Christian unity, the Roman Catholic prelate told an audience of 
leaders of Catholic, Protestant, Orthodox, and Mar Thoma churches, is through 
"patience, prayer, reflection, conversations, and inter-church cooperation in 
the spirit of Christ", . EPS, Geneva 


*~ 
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IN BRIEF 


Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish clergymen are members of the advisory 
board of an inter-faith theological centre to be established in Detroit, 
Mich., (USA) as a result of a two-year study financed by a $40,000 grant of 
the McGregor Foundation. The centre, scheduled to open next September, is 
expected eventually to offer degrees in cooperation with area universities. 


as Renna * 


The official Hungarian Radio has announced that it will not broadcast 
Christmas hymns, carols, or nativity plays this year. On Christmas Eve 
"Radio Budapest" will broadcast a cabaret programme, and a "Christmas Party 
for Pioneers" will be shown on television. Last year a number of traditional 
Christmas programmes were broadcast. 


* * * 


West German Roman Catholic authorities have published an ecumenical prayer 
book containing 300 prayers from different Christian confessions throughout 
the world. Entitled "Father, the Hour has Come", it is expected to be 
widely used during the period from January 18-25 when worldwide observances 
will be held to promote the cause of Christian unity. 


* * * 


A $7,500 mobile medical unity was dedicated recently in New York for use in 
Ecuador by the interdenominational United Andean Indian Mission. Repres- 
entatives of the four denominations cooperating in the mission participated 
in the ceremony. They are the Presbyterian Church in the US (Southern), the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA, the Evangelical United Brethren, Church, 
and the United Church of Christ. 


a 3 * 


Professor Leon. Zander, professor of philosophy at the Orthodox Institute of 
St. Sergius, Paris, and a pioneer of the ecumenical movement, died December 
Ppern Paria, at the age of 71. Born in St. Petersburg, he was for many years 
general secretary of the Russian Student Christian Movement Outside Russia 
and was active in the work of both the World Student Christian Federation and 
the World Council of Churches. He was a delegate to the WCC's founding 
Assembly in 1948, in Amsterdam. Author of several volumes of philosophy, 

he was known especially for his studies on the thought of the Russian 
theologian Bulghakov and the work of Dostoevski. 


* * * 


The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Westminster, Dr. Heenan, has paid a "social 
and fraternal" call on Patriarch Alexei of the Russian Orthodox Church in 
Moscow. The Archbishop spent five days in Moscow on his way home from 
Bombay. The meeting took place at the Orthodox monastery of Zagorsk, about 
60 miles from Moscow, and lasted about 15 minutes. It was said to have 
been "very cordial". 


*¥ * * 


Protestant, Roman Catholic, Jewish, and Buddhist leaders in Denver, Colo. 
(USA) have taken first steps towards the formation of a Religious Council on 
Human Rights. One of the new organization's first activities will be an 
area-wide conference on religion and race in February... 


* * + 
The number of German Protestant missionary personnel working overseas has 


increased from 180 to 1,225 since the end of World War II, according to the 
' 1964 Evangelical Mission Annual published in Hamburg. 


‘gine Mera AeN Tas 
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The Synod of the Reformed Church of Zurich has granted permission to a Roman 
Catholic publishing house in Stuttgart, Cermany, to print the Zurich Bible, 
also known as "Zwingli's Bible", with the understanding that no changes will 
be made in the text. However, the Stuttgart publisher, who plans a first 
edition of 50,000 copies, will provide additional notes, which the Synod 
must approve. The present version of the Zurich Bible is a revision of the 
earlier text and was prepared by the Swiss church some 30 years ago. 


* * * 


Iyesu Dan (Jesus Band), an organization carrying on the work of famed evan- 
‘gelist Toyohiko Kagawa, has accepted a Japanese government request to build 
and operate a community centre in a government housing project for 1,500 - 
families in Tokyo. The government offered a plot of land in the centre of 
the three-year-old housing development and a grant of $14,000 to any group 
which would build and administer the centre. Iyesu Dan took on the project 
and is raising an additional $42,000 to build,and operate the'venture. © 


* % * 


Affiliation with the Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India has 
been given final approval by the India Evangelical Lutheran Church, a "sister 
church" of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (USA). The decision means 
that the 35,000-member church will form part of an organization which is a 
member of the World Council of Churches. Until now, the IELC has had only 
an observer relationship with the Federation, which is the common agency of 
eight other Indian Lutheran churches having a combined membership of 718,000. © 


<n 


Forthcoming publication of a 50-volume Concilium has been announced by the 
Paulist Press, Glen Rock, N.J. (USA). Volume I titled "The Church and 
Mankind - Dogma" is scheduled for publication January, 1965. The further 
49 volumes, to be issued over the next five years, will discuss ten major 
topics of Roman Catholic theology based on the overall theme "Theology in 
the Age of Renewal", | : robe ihe 


* EA Ts 


A "sister" relationship has been established between a Negro Roman Catholic 
parish in a blighted section of North Philadelphia (USA), and a suburban 
white parish in a pilot programme sponsored by the Commission on Human ~ 
Relations of the Philadelphia Archdiocese. The city parish is St. Bliza- 
beth's, which has a large number of underprivileged Negroes; its "sister" 
parish is Sacred Heart, in suburban Manoa. The first activity was a cash 
offering for food certificates and the collection of food for Christmas 
baskets by the suburban parish. Long-range plans call for visitation 
between the two parishes, occasional exchange of choirs, joint Holy Name 
breakfasts, and basket-ball games between the \youth groups. 


* * * 
A $100,000 fund for 1965 to aid in the civil rights struggle has been set up 
by the Episcopal Church (USA). A similar fund was established last year. 
NOTE TO EPS READERS: There will be no issue. of EPS on December pan The 
next issue will be concerned primarily with World Council of Churches! 


meetings in Enugu, Nigeria, and will be issued towards the beginning of 
Januarye 


by 
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Special Report 


USA CHURCIIES AID 
MISSISSIPPI DELTA AREA 


(Des Moines, Ia) - Detailed programme plans for a long-range mission of 
rehabilitation and education in Mississippi sponsored by the National 
Council of Churches were outlined here. 


A progress report to the NCC's policy-making General Board said the Miss- 
issippi Delta Ministry, which had been announced earlier, is already . . 
conducting five pilot projects from its headquarters in Greenville, Miss- 
issippi. ; . 

Projects now underway or getting started deal with health education, relief, 
literacy, voter registration, and community centres. | | ; 


The programme, which is budgeted at #518,000 over a 3-year period is. 
receiving international church support through the World Council of Churches. 
The WCC has appealed for personnel and a total of 207,000 as "a manifestation 
of the inter-dependence and common responsibility of Christians around the 
world". 


The report to the Board here said that the Rt.Rev.Paul Moore, Jr., Suffragan 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Diocese of Washington, D.C., has accepted 
chairmanship of a newly-formed 25-member Commission on the Delta Ministry, 
which will supervise the programme. — 


The report gave these details about work underway: 


- Community centres. Three have been opened and sites are being sought for 

. others. The Ministry is encouraging religious and civic groups outside the 
state to "adopt" a centre and is seeking to organise centre committees in 
the area from among "all concerned local groups". 


~ Health education. A medical van staffed by 5 public health nurses is’on 
the job. The van is equipped with audio-visual aids for hygiene and 
nutrition classes and san serve as a first-aid station or ambulance if 
required. 


- Relief. The programme began with a collection at Thanksgiving time in 
three northern states of food and children's clothing which will be dis- 
tributed at Christmas. Special committees are studying specific needs 
and channels of distribution for later large-scale distribution. 


- Literacy srogramne. A sum of $250,000 is being sought to finance «4 
programmed teaching process being developed by a New York data processing 
research organisation. | 


- Voter registration. Citizenship education classes and programmes to 
encourage all eligible citizens to exercise their right to vote have been 
formed. ; 


The Rev.Jon L.Regier, executive secretary of the NCC's Division of Home 
Missions and director of the Ministry, told the Board that the programme, 
which covers a 15-county area, seeks one essential aim "reccnciliation". 
Our staff already in Mississippi will continue to seek channels of comm- 
unication across racial lines'', he gaid. "They are all responsible for 
interpreting the meaning of the Delta Ministry and civil rights movement 
to members of the white community ...!! 


A memorandum issued by the World Council of Churches documented these facts 
about conditions in Mississippi, a hard-core segregationist area, in which 
Negroes comprise 42 per cent of the total population of 2,178,000. 


nae 4 
3 4 
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-~ In 1960 Negroes in the state had an average annual income of $606 as 
compared with $2,024 for whites. More than a third of the Negro population 
is employed in agriculture. Of homes in rural areas more than 75 per cent 
have no piped water. 


- The chance that a Negro baby born in Mississippi may die within the first 
year of life is at best twice that of a white baby. 


- Only 6.7 per cent of the population of voting age is registered to vote, 
the smallest percentage of any state in the USA. In nine Mississippi 
counties not one Negro was registered in July, 1963, in 26 others fewer 
than one per cent were registered. - 


Violence has marked the struggle for civil rights. In the summer of 1964 
three »ights workers were murdered, 4 shot and wounded, 55 beaten and 


injured, 250 arrested, 15 churches were burned and destroyed and 17 others 
were damaged. 


The World Council memorandum quotes a statement that the Delta Ministry 
seeks to help in the promotion of "a free and Open society in Mississippi 
with the least possible hurt to the people involved ... Christians every- 
where need to concern themselves with the needs of their brethren, both 
black and white, who are held captive by the products of hate, fear and 

; 5 tf : Oe 

ignorance", it said. EPS,. Geneva 
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OF NEWS ITEMS ISSUED IN ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 
SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER, 1964 
—— 


In order to enable readers to locate EPS stories more easily the 
index provides a cross-reference in two categories. 


These are: I - geographical and organizational; and 
II - substance. 


The sub-divisions of each category are arranged alphabetically and 
gtories are listed in chronological order according to the number of the 
issue in which each appeared. In some instances stories are listed 
under more than one of the sub-divisions of each category. "In Brief" 
items are not listed. 


CATEGORY I: Geographical and organizational 


Continents 

Countries 

Eeumenical and inteornatibnal Christian bodies 
World confessional bodies 

World Council of Churches 

Ecumenical Patriarchate 


Roman Catholic Church 


CATEGORY II: Substance 


Anti-semitism 

Atheisn 

Bible 

Brotherhoods and communities 

Christian unity and ecumenical attitudes (see also Vatican Council IT) 
Church-state relations (see also Religious Liberty) 
Church union 

Confessional and denominational life and structure 
Conscientious objectors 

Education (general, Christian) 

Ethics (personal, professional, social) 


Evangelism 
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Festivals | 

Information a Pahah sey h ale 

Inter-church aid (see also Refugees) ~ pre ik Sear dome oem 

Inter-church contacts, exchanges and Re taeene) 

Inter- confessional. relations 

Inter-faith relations 

International affairs 

‘Laity’. bh . 
Literature’ (including Bible and other publications) 
 Sbiturgy and forms of worship | 

Ministry 

Missions (home and foreign) 

Mixed marriages 

National independence and building 

Non-Christian religions 

Nuclear energy and weapons 

Orthodox churches 

Personal liberty 

Personalities 

Publications 

Race relations 

Refugees and migrants (see also Inter-church aid).i-:  (¢ wk 

Religious liberty (see also Church-state relations) 

Repentance actions and reconciliation 

Sacraments 

Social, economic, and political problems and Christian.action 

Statistics 

Theology : TEV, pa 

Vatican Council II (see also Roman Catholic Church) 

Women and children 

Youth 


EPS Index/September-December, 1964 


CATEGORY I: Geographical and organizational 


Continents 


AFRICA Gt a 
WUC eye ee ym UC TCO Oe ee ig SNe leith gg wed eig | ue hoe ehvh 
WOUPSeCDOC th Welw Bist. Alreea s-GOp needs «. f ipiiie. * 9 se deserved a 


DICARWS approves comprehensive aid plan for African emergencies 


African. emergencies call for massive, long-term. aids comprehen- 


pLVe.pLenvapproved (by DICARWS ‘committee! soso ioe ee oN 
UNESCO, churches seek closer cooperation in African education 


ASIA 
Asian churches must determine own missionaries' arrangements, 

DG RLE TSS GEN SoBe UM VOWEL a ch: wate Sa aa ES oar is rR CN cm ee 
Pavenwleaiers stidwi tase Communicatton . 2 keh ee a eal te 
‘Asian youth prepare for ecumenical assembly ; ....«.s«-ee.s 


EUROPE 
Strong delegations named to conference of European churches . 
Conference on. Christian.approaches to defence and disarmament 
‘Radical revision of liturgy seen required for mission impact 
ie ter ee eae ye ir Pages TOC gah peel sais Wg ate Bis gir vg Lik deride des Ka eceack bach ootulel lg 
Visser 't.Hooft speaks of "A new Europe and a new world" .., 
Pending Spanish law termed "first step" towards religious 


e 


liberty e ® e ° e ° e ° ° e e e ® © * ° e * e e es C4. 


European Ronin of Churches is Ponnaliy constituted . 4 ; 


New emphasis’ reported in ohurch youth work)... 3.0.0 Se ee 


Baptists move towards cooperation in migrant aid ....46. 
Prehch churches critical of European church conference ... 
Interest in Bible as strong in East as West, Czech professor 

Cec lLares.i)) ss Ben CoM NE Mile Vice Dy ee Ww ON Ue ie due Sigh lges, gig hs Mal J 
Dr. Hromadka views fete | S.DOmy wt eam ema Sy ala lg 
BOuEChes map Ald Work tor imieranty Jabourers 1s Met's 6 eM 
Guropennctwoy O1ncongroerational Structure tie fs ss fe) eo ee 
Chaplaincy for Common Market see ute Sitio ave: te Pete oe 4 
Prague Peace Conference leaders co odemn Nee rieth eos Loe te PCat te 


LATIN AMERICA 
Protestant Latin American gains attributed to priest shortage 


ANGOLA 


United’ Church officials’ denied visas to-Angola.. . se s°. ec 


er ey 
; ; 


Frotestant opposition forces re-study of school syllabus .. 
Anglican Synod refuses state grants to diocesan schools... 
BUA LOe tayo beoMe erie ret ee tpi \, oe ty oon. AM yd gle 
“Australian Disciples approve union conversations . «sss « 
Australian NCC critical of defence measures . 4 .. «0 « ew e 
husirealian council plans LOGS aid programmé so2 66a. ev 2 Ne 
Australian state's schools set religious education syllabus . 


BELGIUM 
flembiaton- appeal to feed-"hunery minds" *. os og ep 


BULGARIA | : 
“WCC delegation visiting Bulgaria See Ca Se LOC eT ae Oe Oh Oo ea ORGS 


Bulgarian Patriarch emphasizes need for "ecumenical theology" . 
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BRAZIL és 
Pilot project to combat illiteracy undertaken in northeast 


Brazil 6.9 SRILA CO. OT eae ABT eee ectnel Cnet ent oy) ik ou ene anire al i belivell ass 


Fewer statues, images of saints forecast for Brazilian RC 
‘ CHUrche gs 454 Wir w pew eae WR pen a kein elites alee wn te ee) Med nei Caing anee eens Ne 
Protestant churches in Brazil aes increase menbership by (ey 
POP CSM ee ee Se) le ihm nee Uc eal “dle Reel opie aati igrin Dine a than, (na Iie Ree 


CAMEROUN . 
Cameroun een Wik BECK VOROAMS ME CV oat: oteesse et miehin woes 
Joint-Paris Mission, younger churches efforts in evangelism 
CEL VS PO a alg CT is SE I ga oe Ma Ng lng Re gD Nh CEng aaa, mie 


CANADA . 
Canadian Anglicans criticise birth control Toei eee oe + inte 
Canadian church adopts report on Christianity, Communism. . 


Local inter-denominational worvk permitted Pentecostal clergy | 


United Church congregations support new curriculum, despite 
POPUL O VGNIS YO Mg Meee alietd yaw SEAS the lay POM Ph ee Sites athe a) See ie ae 
Editor says Bolter trust fund not "sancrosanct" . . . se 
New controversy over Canadian church curriculum continues. . 
Canadian Anglican-United: Church union presented . . ». +... * 
United. church officials denied visas to Angola . ss «.6 © 


CEYLON © 


New-emphasis: on social service by Buddhiste,. Moslems.in Ceylon 


Ceylonese cabinet SRR GLE Buddhism as state religion . Bh it ae 
CHINA. | 3 


CONGO 
ng NOW Sa bo school aims at raising status of Corgo women 


First Africans. elected. as Methodist, bAghops |.) wm (an 6. eiepuce 


Combined actions’ Aidt Congolese: Touth. sig elke anes wel am eo te 
Roman Catholic offer aids Congo Protestant university . soe 
WCC official critical of Life magazine article on Congo... . 


CUBA : 
BapGLSts BYVEstedr in Cuma a rimere ata il aliatiig Rk wilveauee aka a ees 
Cubam Baptist (pastors errested at Al pow Lowen Ligls |, alle hae esoas 


Inter-confessional research centre opening on Rebrusey Lisa 

Cuban Council receives 4 new member churches ....e.e-. “KR 

Increasing independence and self-support reported in Cuban: 
 CRUT CMS Sy ran | el oil a eerie Ceri cule Pg tie OH a TW iata od eg '6 cael ga gee 


CYPRUS - 


WCC “asked: to protest Makarias's attitude sche.) «cubs ema 


WCC leader: defends its statements on CYPPUS CRLSUS UY ellis dy) iptv 
Swiss churches: urge bri tection of rights of: Cypriote Turkish. 
‘minority eh 0 Tse) bel Cae ee Bice RE 8 TOLD, © bie bh Meee Te oe oe hie he we Balan vie 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Vatican resumes negotiations with Czechoslovakia .. itd ae 


Catholic+ Czech: talks reported Windia PW Sth. <table se ig ee ee aL 


DENMARK . . 
_ Orthodox: theologians move to end 1,500-year misunderstanding 


Chinese church. not schismatic, Bonk Catholic pieleok says « » 


° 
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FRANCE 


Pope's address viewed with reserve . . 0 «6 « «© «© « © « 
Collegiality vote gets mixed press reception .... « 
French churches critical of European church conference 
French conscripts to fill church school teaching posts 


French Protestants issue new statement on mixed marriages 
Joint Paris Mission, younger churches efforts in evangelism 


RANT PEED ASAE Ga hoa #98 a Nei AMER CRANE ie HE 53g NS OIG ae OR PNR RE 
Prencie vouthepagin Wlvecarior Servi Rolle je wie ere. acess ye 
PPV eOnanOn WOT Ke Wa cl NT OP ANTS 6 hee ea) et et ea 8 ele 
Prentn, pasvorvepesks bo Councd 1 LAthers «fis es! .s wesw 
Mixed reactions as Vatican Council third session closes 
More. commentson Vatican CouUncld BeSSi0On, . «6 6 6 es. 
Frenoh Reformed Church endorses birth control ..... 


e 


UNESCO, churches seek closer cooperation in African education 


GERMANY 


WCC asked to protest (Makarios's attitude ©... se se. «8s 
Seminary enrolment on rise in East Germany .« . « « « « 
Hast German aged will be permitted to visit west ... 
PServer US Vr e COL Naess COGN SV is tei aire ete ied let coc seo ve 
East Germany releases many imprisoned pastors... .... 
Decline of Protestants in former German areas ....- 
Pope ge aldrece wiewed) with TESErve, site ke ee ese wl 
Collegiality vote gets mixed press reception ..... 
Russian church leaders visit Protestant churches in the 
BX 1DyCouncal- welcomes Berlin: visit! plan’ Yo bw esse e% 
Westphalia Synod approves women pastors, under certain 

OP ated ONL So en hei aletban vers mNa tenia it wis Manel eh akan pies eae rec & 
Coventry Cathedral fund will aid German hospital .. . 
Youth "repentance actions" nase, Germany) Gaile se F946 
Fast German church leaders study congregational renewal 


Kast Germany SB ONGE street collections to aid churches 


‘Youth dedications! on increase»in Hast Germany . . . « 
Nieméller's successor speaks’ on Vatican Council .... 
Church urges diplomatic ties between Israel, W. Germany 
Unity messages span "wall" dividing Lutheran Synod .. 
Appeal asks W. German recognition of Israel ...... 
Churched nid, ficoslay Pldod survivors (sve web ee 
kxpert warns against "mixed marriage" with sect member 

LWF executives denied entry to East GSMs yee ee ies se) 
More: comments on Vatican Council’ session “so. 2. 8 88 
German church stresses mission responsibilities .... 


e 


Bast-German churches critical of proposed school ‘curriculum 
Bishop Dibelius forecasts changes in "mixed marriage" practic 


German theologian critical of Vatican Council results ° 


° 


- Hast German church reports fewer, but more faithful members 


GREECE 


Pope: returns relic to Greek Orthodox Church ..... 


. 


CWS project converts seawater for use on parched island . . 


- CWS brings Greek islanders fresh water from the sea... 
Pane ViotOm Mee Gite NO Vet ia loti RAOGES Sao al sl eckee ee 


e 


- Greece's Queen, now a Lutheran, will receive instruction in 


Ortho doxy ° . e e ° e ° e e . s s e e s ° s e 5 Ati} e 
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HUNGARY 
Churches! gifts help Reformed in Hungary open new home for aged 34 
Vatican and Hungary sign pact on 'practical!: items. vs? susiwl eee 35 
Hungary ‘permits Roman Catholic seminarians to study in Rome . . 47 


INDIA 
More visas.for missionaries urged by Catholic prelate we eyes SA 
Joint ecumenical organization advocated by Bangalore meeting . 38 
Pope to attend world congress in India .i........ Map Ate 4 
Five North Indian Lutheran churches reaffirm intention to unite 40 
Mar Thoma leader gives views on Christian DRUG ee op lec ott gt ce an 
Anglicans, Protestants in India welcone Pope Pat eva ed ttt stile WA 
Evangelical Union officer terms Hinduism a culture... ., Abbr E 
District in Assam found nearly 100 per cent Christian... .. 43 
Indian leprosy patients aid Pakistani refugees «se 1 se we QS 
Pope meets Indian ‘churches! leadere. Wied ole pales A rama te 46 
Roman Catholic theclogians discuss non-Christian religions .. 46 
WCC appeals for $193,500 to aid refugees in India and Pakistan 47 
“ US Lutherans -to send milk canteen to Caloutitar any wi au Wi sane AT 
Bishop Willebrands meets with Indian Christian leaders ia stiwcy 48 


INDONESIA | | eo tege 
Indonesian Mothodists Decome autonomous vs) as. ete ee 34 
18 youths in long term ecumenical work camp in Bali aN Stee yb etait ts Ek 


ISRAEL : 
Church urges diplomatic ties between Israel, W.° Germany «) ss..% 43 
Appeal asks W. German PECOgnitlone of era lamoa tau wy ae uateteies 44 
Mixed reactions as Vatican Council third session closes .... 44 


ITALY if 
Communist, Roman Catholic relations discussed in Togliatti 
; statemerit : “| e ie OO Cire GE Cea tae aa lhe? pl Oe We kare al gt ee Lie 54 
Muslim leaders hope one day to have mosque in Rome ..... . 40 


IVORY COAST | 
Ivory. Coast Methodists mark DOCH euna ver aay plik bie thee gi epee ee Al 


JAMAICA ° . . | 

Pulpit exchange, united evangeliem efforts urged by Jamaican 
OTS ee OR ores cg! aig tam asets mL ae Aarne one aun LIE gin rile ttg le ee tl as 
JAPAN | 
Bah, RO icy tae da a aes carr BN CU ak Gah ohhh ass alae atl a Men ao Mr) OY Pls Fee 
Little hope for Christian expansion foreseen in Japan ..... 37 
Japan church assembly votes down rules revision: proposal ji. 64° Ai 
Japan church opposes atomic submarines! BV ch LE i tei hole th leaned Aa 
{ Japan gift aids rural church in Korea ...«.«. oo easy a ee 
_ Japanese, Korean laymen seek better national relationships .... 45 
Buddhist sect influence concerns Japanese Christians .:...«. 46 


JORDAN 
Israelis rip up road. built with Belp oft chanchesuwa es god te Ph ope hy? 
Vocational training centre formally opened in Jordan ..:...- oe 
Mufti's religious decree bans sale of land to foreigners .. . 4i 
KENYA ‘ . . eh 
Mboya blames missionary ‘past: 4. s~f0 ie Ry pee ee Ce Kae 
Mombasa churches study mission in rapid social change»... . . 38 
Church union plans outlined in letter to church members .... 43 
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KOREA 
Korean press law suspénded; churches had GpposedV Le ss eels 
Big Christian education convention held in Korea ...... 
VERE Ase PUP a Ono nGh bn ROPE 6 ves s le eel le eT eS 
Japanese, Korean laymen seek better national relationships . . 
MADAGASCAR 


Church World Service speeds aid to two disaster areas .... 
Lutherans in Madagascar debate joining of WCC .....e..ee. 


MALAWI 
Malawi Anglicans approve communion for divorceés ...«.e.«-. 


New survey documents economic patterns affecting race relations 


MALAYSIA 
Methodists elected to high political office in Malaysia ... 
MeleaysieeMe thocw ats sto silage autonomy os 6 -<.e te hb ee wpe ee 


MEXICO 
Catholic-Protestant relations in Mexico reported improving . 
Mexican Presbyterians to study ordination of women ...e«.. 


MOZAMBIQUE 
First Africans elected as Methodist bishops . . . + «© e « s « 


NETHERLANDS 


Dutch Roman Catholic doctor questions R.C. birth control stand 


21 million guilders collected for new churches in Netherlands 
Mixed reactions as Vatican Council third session closes ... 


Det Cees ei Luss ayer hOOG BUT VLVONS sls Nes (st etree ce ee 
Dutch government to finance churches! service projects in 
Se Oe Cem Ae MT anes. late NCS ile lata the tet et eine ce a 


NEW GUINEA 
New Guinea church urges disavowal of "cargo cult" . ..... 


NEW ZEALAND ; 
New Zealand Baptists reject union talks because of baptism 
ae Sn cia Maar Ren bat ca pete hoe Oe the PA ES il a) fic tes eo ging toe 
Church agency asks negotiated "disengagement" in Vietnam .. 
New Zealand Presbyterians list directives for Roman Catholic 
ee A NaS ae tial ee a ley ge Gu, gi Bo lg eae, Cah ia, of he 


NIGERIA wie 
African diplomat.praises churches contributions to.contincnrt 


Landmark decision confirms religious liberty in Nigeria s «) s. 


NORWAY 
Lutherans decline to join Norwegian Free Church Council... 
Norwegian clergy association votes to admit women members... 


PACIFIC OCEAN AREA 
Pacific churches advance plans for own theological college. 


PAKISTAN Balto ok Se Ce SN ae ane cr ae ge 
Indian leprosy patients aid Pakistani refugees .....se- 


WCC. appeals for $193,500 to. aid refugees in India and Pakistan 


POLAT Vetere oi ee Oy . 
Polite government ancuges) GHUrohy vei. wi) wie edocs mealies ‘ei hint 


47 


36 


od “ eT A” 4 led ity 
SRNR MARC ALS i oc 
Dal Sway i Abas ve ea 
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RHODESIA ON 
Renewed fighting with Lumpas + + + +6 «© « © + © © © © © © © ow 3G 
Mr. Sithole sentenced to 12 months for nationalist: activities . 34 
Date set for united church in Northern Rhodseai a sia tees a ae ees ay 
Deportation of Bishop Dodge called "warning" to clergy ... eee Oo 
Multi-racial, united college planned in Southern Rhodesia. . .-40 
Statement on proposed consultation of opinion in Southern ~ Wee 

ROCESS avril eee Ve Mee ie Bias | tg aa hip is call og aa a Aig ae Sgniine eal ol ine eee EA 
Christian- action group letter protesting against Rhodesian. . 

chiets l imoe Rare Wee BeG. ly.) bce epeNeulLg WeetN ORs Wa hai Cena oe ra ia ee ie 
Rhodesia votes for independence despite Christian group 

SPROUEGEES Fa a dial Menor ir hey cer someice eck OneMiaus  Wihee Ne MR Lame ga) ac ueee Me eL oe Meee areas 
New survey documents economic patterns affecting race relations 44 


ROUMANIA | : 
i Reformed (leader Visits Routanta tro ke ve a's ele ues atest enue ae 


SOUTH AFRICA 
Anglican bishop questions. justice in sedition case ....«e 
Bishop. 2uLuts home: meiaed Dy pole Gan. We aide et te coe shine eae een 
Anglican ‘bishop ‘says South Africa tis “police state! ¢. . 
Roman Catholic journal attacks ‘apartheid in) Church: >... -<yey i.e 
South African SCA ends WSCF membership in apartheid dispute .. 
British youth urge action against South African apartheid... 
Verwoerd denqunces Methodist resolution iris woe wae alg olen wate 
Mombasa: churches study Mission in rapid. so0ial chances. 5 is) ere 
Methodist leader denies Premier's charge of church "Noolitics" . 
Anglicans in Pretoria move towards full racial integration .. 
Induction of African bishop seen influencing racial justice . . 
British: churches ‘urge anti-apartheid! measured wie sso ie te fe 
atvrong reaction to British /statenent in Sol. africa “nomi. ors 
Mexican Presbyterians to study ordination of women . . .% 9... 
Archbishop of Canterbury expresses concern at misrepresentation 

Of aparthold eta tenentire i ol Soe, Vee elie aot eke ee ng anannG cael Menta 
Anglican Bishop condemns So. African ‘detention! law ...°. Ws 
Basutoland: religious leaders urge responsible voting | Bh os et eee 
POUb AT rican Jaws. 2eu Wer a ie Wetre tuite a iw sie iter i, ee Pi var AOR 
South African editorial calls "self- development" programme 

whi een SO Wey Dam Ml ee om aim oe it nae ne fame an Recta 

New survey documents economic patterns affécting race relations 
Verwoerd: condemns) UK church .councishsy 1) cbcsi tia ee tgee. Mette ae 

* British: church leaders see Poreign Secretary. -°i ei Se ee late 
Se. African church may restrict overseas study of seminarians . 
South African ibishop ‘condennswrace:!'soandadcs4/ A. eueiie ow leas 


SPAIN . 
Approval of bill for Saat Deguen antd Leases per iy one ok 
Spanish Protestant leader sees end of major religious liberty 
conflicts oN O) (er a) wae wd (Tae ah hae nL MEY Keene dae kt Aik re an a Me ag mn Wan Ne mma 
Pending Spanish law termed "first step" towards religious: — 
Mab Gat Bay oh Sar teh ‘alt Ser hs totais, Liar ahi iPS en Sand tee ree LR ae a oe 
Catholic youth group in Spain pares te against publication's 
4 OU HOST Lp wii t eels ay te uae peideat aia pe ek ite ied Goiic teat ae ee ia eas eae aa 
Wheat isi happening any Spel. wae tao Wal ae ey et cy a ete eee me en 
Prelate defends role of Spanish hierarchy in religious liberty 
LODEGG 6 wd en te cele nyay See ere Yas oes ham nee A SER Ma rg BANE TN ARE tee ie 8 
Catelonia area dathoriog support strong religious liberty 
Aeclar ation’. gh: Viel ele teint wal tah cia chee ett ne aan cee aa) opera an 
Spanish priests to visit Dutch Protestant leaders ......e . 
Spanish prelate warns against full religious liberty ..... 


. 
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SWEDEN 
Swedish bishops uphold stand on sex, marriage .« .« » »« « « « » 
Controversial cditor retained by Sweden's Lutheran bishops . 
Dr. King ures withdrawal of mercenaries from Congo ..... 


SWITZERLAND 
WCC asked to protest Makarios's attitude . . . . +.» «se. 
Collegiality vote gets mixed preas reception PEAY RT: ce aR 
Swiss churches write new church in Northern Rhodesia .«... 
Dr. Cullmann lauds liturgy text: critical of other schema ... 
Keumenical prayer services at Swiss fair termed "historic" . 
Swiss pastor refuses military service, is jailed for month . 
Genevese mark 400 th anniversary of Calvin's death ....e-. 
aWiees) BUOrOVS Overseas Bid prorramme 4. 4) 8 «ce ee 8 8 
PPuvceee IM owies Canton vores bo uNnbte aa ies we kote 4 ee 
Swiss synod proposes aid plan for developing countries .. .» 
Swiss churches urge protection of rights of Cypriote Turkish 


minority Dud Out asy OL) [ced oe.) Te SO ee OER. Bee ee Meee wma” Po Oem | Be ye) @) 


Swiss F.0.R. supports aid plan for developing nations .... 


TAIWAN ' 
Taiwan pe ace Bie ace SSC ONINRSMDULY fol ehite Mar aR ee DeFeet 


TANZANIA 
Interdenominational school prayer for Tanganyikan students . 
TCRS gives Mozambique refugees blankets, clothes .....-. 
Watutsi refugees arrive in Tabora enroute to church-sponsored 
resettlement .... . eats, ee Dee Rig O's 2) wos ao Cans as) pet 
G@nurch union plans Aedes in letter to church members... 
Ee Ateicen eee LEsovsl ery Vy Pan tans ag Mai Aw vie eek Ye: Pals 6 


UA. ‘Rt 
Cardinal Koenig MoeUSeWLho Cle Lam Leadon vis wie eres ve es wo ae lel alii 


UNITED KINGDOM 
Churches chided for unwillingness to move towards unity... 
MethoeiT et encupe oppose lunityirenomt. 7) le ee. de ee 
Rector warns parents who break baptismal promises ...... 
Praqnedeecer ahi ty a Chats tian love iw te hel Mae Bel in er tgl Ue 
Joint letter emphasises Anglican interdependence ....e«.. 
Welsh Baptists reorganize service of ministers ......«. 
Baster 1980 - target date for union of British churches... 
Union plan opposed by Oxford osnferance (ies lee dg iiclne 
British youth urge action against South African apartheid .. 
Archbishop of Wales says British unity target impossible .. 
Nugelanwratriaron concluies “Londdgnivisit: “. i. Shee be WAGs 
"Bishops avoid issue" British papér charges °. 9s ¥'. ‘eee * ¢ 
Moe reenshatation of sbha Croge tT. os Ose ig 2 OS ee you sg 
Archbishop of Canterbury sees church "well on way' to Orthodox 
Riera RUIALE SY GI i RRM es, igs ahs Shar g ly gl hanger ee i 
Inter-denominational church planned for British university . 
BPAveon prurehessform housing trust. oe eo ef wo ese peg le vetile 
British churches urge anti-apartheid measures . .....e.e 
Wext Church of Scotland Moderator is nominated . .« «es «ee 
Refugee award for Dame May Curwen.... ‘ me cate 
Rome's new attitudes no cause far delay in rpedineniseunmihen Cause 


Al 


Greek Orthodox region adopts uniform constitution, finance plan.-41 


£1 mMiiljon appeal ‘to feed "hungry minds") ~. 20a we OO. el es 


Al 
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UNITED KINGDOM (cont. ) 
‘Christian encounter! ptanneds in ‘Englands Wiis) aie beg «teen Ae 
Archbishop of Canterbury. expresses concern at misrepresentation 

. “of. apartheid: sbatemendiiety eee eo 5) Ree eateaih ane hoe ae 
Coventry Cathedral fund will aid German hospital ....«.e. A2 
Remember Pentecostal groups in union plans, says Anglican 

APCHDISHOD 6 gre Weg OR er goa. tally eine ee Tae ge ge en ee 
Unity hopes seen "fantasy" without local cooperation’... . . 42 
Religious. press asked to expand horizons . i425. « « ee 6 e's 43 
Anglican bishop calls divided church "blasphemous" ...... 43 
Change\an ‘onurch’ names wired i Bi re aCe ms re Soe rag eran aaa oa 45 
No mandate for Anglican-Methodist union seen in London diocese 45 
British Catholic hierarchy commends joint prayer for Unity Peete AG 
Anglican leader urges RC leaders to approve services with other 

Chris Giang 6 Uae ke hated mite ete, Cae Ota erate ne: Ee Can aay Umno) ferns Dna 
British church leaders ‘see ‘dreign eoretary 7S yee Poor 
Dr. King ‘warns Britain of growing race problem”... Beh; 
Dr.. King urges withdrawal of mercenaries from CONGO eh edb teiite 
British, French churchmen confer on nuclear weapons control Keni 
Avehbishop'seestneed for; titurey réfort ol ti wey ee ee 
Reform reoonmended ef ‘British: Sundey laws: 4 os vee AO, eb ee 
New ecumenical body for Scottish churches ......«..e bates 
Two British churches agree on princi pler for anion. ie «i ates 
peottish’ church ‘leaders’ attack slum pirient Yer sani the eee 
Some British churchmen cautious about proposed change in Sunday 

COWES TET ee ae Cima te ta lacie arg O Mer gat tar enna en att a one 


UeSeA. 

Syrian Orthodox delegates hit segregation, racial violence .. 
Newman club delegates endoree ecumenical PEORSCUBS!s\ @. ts) Je bie a ae 
Student Christian federation supports Johnson ticket ..... 
Increase in Negro conversions to Catholicism reported in USA . 
Kpiscopalians urged to adopt statement on immorality of poverty 

AMONGAP LOD EM nerhak diy dite rai Halaeyeigs IN cel ie Wien Niemi tie Si Bone aia a ae 
25 Mississippi churchmen to help rebuild burned Negro churches 
NCC agency asks federal intervention in Mize at sadppd wrest 
"Council for civic responsibility” launches drive on extremism 
Maryland Council of Churches condemns lottery proposed f2e. eee 
CWS project converts seawater for use on parched: island cles 
North Carolina klan holds clergymen Aurtneg PalLaviie) Bel wee eek 
Dr. Fry cites Christians' concern over "harassment" of 

PB reste gece Wei > «ahi ay dak gh iy UR aN aed At HAY kek Rh La Salty eal arti ee 
Clergy exchanges reported help to-iron curtain churches « (<a. 
American Baptists of New Jersey speak on political issuess<iscis 
Project planned to spur lay Ren tiie Pe Ghee adil a tg tava. wera ees 
Protestant-Catholic dialogue planned in Néw Mexico. stboe Ehe y 
CWS brings Greek islanders fresh water from the ‘eear. weakest moies 
Disciples move towards union with United Church betta Sar TB alse 
United Church Women condemn extremists, criticize several 

RO A aN ay gl te. (eal Barmah (RUIN ERNE? Cute nSet (ATU cata i te ee eee 
National missions "frontier" held social, not geographic, 

PROD LSM yk ho He hahib atten are ie ey ie aria ae ta ae ihe “he sateeimlGe Pas 
Rabbi calls for better understanding between Jews, conservative 

FeOWe SHAN beh otk Serta Guigitinees’ Copies Vala mat hye eal LOLs ei lbs 
Dr. King will assign prize funds to rights movement ae «a! Bess 
Cardinal Cushing will not oppose birth control law amendments . 
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Dr. Cullmann lauds liturgy text: critical of other schema . 
_ Church World Service speeds aid to two disaster areas .... 
Non-violent civil disobedience endorsed by USA DL eno DS bivey oh 
American Lutheran church approves cooperative agency plan. . 


Priest says Catholics can accept support of birth control plans 


Protestant-Catholic "day of renewal" urged to replace 

AE Vo Moma n Bee Wels, wll) ch Wea, Ce ee © Cs a Pab SAR eh) THY hiwhs eprheeen 
Major obstacles are cited at Baptist unity talks .... < 
Chaplatns' commission opposes compulsory chapel attendance . 
Milk shortage threatens US churches! overseas feeding 

Spee OS eens Cray Maeva cite ete ib aden while phe edhe. a, Reo YL 
Bible distribution in Colarado schools ruled ee ae ultehpete 
Cardinal -Ritter contributes article on WCC Us Te VieWesi Noa os 
US churchés study five major problem areas .... Shad eM wuhty 
United, Disciplés churches see union dependent on larger 

AR Oe a tile at a eae Nat tg Liye ayunee Tei eos RIGA Beaten GAN ONE AE 
DeweeewaslL Barnes: honoured, et dinner’. cig) Goes fo Ge kOe. 
American Baptists urged to join hurch nion consultation’. . 


Cardinal Cushing disavows "cut and dried" approach to problem. - 


Pe ae AOE OD Teh Sih seeay® ois Wal ox Ws 06) pielur’y, uaa el eros hag ieee, ude iia ee abe 
'Churchmen help fight against school ORO DAG UE Sts ip) RW nied ae ibe 
> mission boards active in joint recruitment programme +. ./ +. 
Interdenominational cooperation in some mission work foresast 
4 churches in rural town thrive uni epee er ae 
Methodist churches plan Neoe re ON self sr tC en ul) hig aera Wd 
Catholic-Episcopalian service set on first Sunday of Advent. 
Christian. entury selects Catholic, Jewish "editors-at-large" 
Mixed .re,ctions as Vatican Council third session closes... 


USA/NCC streamlines MOLE GID AAd CeO hor oy i) Swe e Widine bh here crm go ghee 
Mississippi Christians urged to work towards end of race 
problems ° e s °e e a e s e e * e ° e 6 e e s ° ° ° e e 


Georgia Church Council elects SER OMD MES see nei ik ssid do eX aes Doe 
More comments on Vatican Council session ine We Sitka Alo gieonial We a otk 
Two USA Lutheran Churches report progress in fellowship study 
Disciples in USA to aid "distressed area" Oc ile 16 Mays teeny gia 


USA churches launch new attack on NEhette marcacice hy te een ee oy st 


USA churches set up ecumenical ARCMOLOS ore es ah ea ate ecole 


Spanish speaking persons in USA to SSG LEGIONS TAI Oot, kane 
US religious leaders protest against congressional investigat- 


ing committees s . e ° e e e e e e e . e ° ° e * s  ) e e 


Prominent Jesuit expects approval of religious liberty declar. . 


ation wate ei hee aOR Ae eo ge Aah eae shies) el une! eS sae The, @lcern et: se rewar’ 
US publisher condemns churches! "bit.player".role in rights 

struggle a s e e "<6 e e 7 e . J e e e o e e ° e e s > es & es 
US Lutherans to send milk canteen to Calon Reamsthen ewan scan 


USA churches aid MESS VEST ODI el pa Saree eau gee Ak Py 


USSR ° 
Russian Orthodox Patriarch visits World Council of Churches .. 


Thousands at Rosh Hashana service in’Leningrad ....... 
Russian Patriarch concludes London visit ... ney Sy RRA, Ce 
Anti-religious pressures said to be increasing in Russia .. 
Russian church leaders visit Protestant churches in the DDR. 
Armenian Patriarch declares 1965 year of mourning and prayer 
‘Realistic analysis of churches urged in USSR journal article 


Anas 
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VIETNAM . . 
Church agency asks negotiated "disengagement" in.Vietnam .. 
Churches seek toaid £1 qod-rayvaerod Vietusm tae) «the iatel de ates 


YUGOSLAVIA 7 
Admit "religious" members, Communist league UBVEOO TM Saree he 
Yugoslav Methodists having easier time now Sh NA ek oil ine Gd Gea 
Churches .2id. Yugoslav sflood survivors tec 1s lee Oe Ol ee 
Yugoslav Communists drop ban on church activities by party 
MOM BSL Lida FPR ety abot Brae: GEER ao Be eed Ce) aL en coe ee 


ZAMBIA CRs . 
New DY 20 Ge. Dampe Pero lb. oe Wegitet Cards ere ota Tenia ee ae eam wa 
Swiss c\urches write new church in Northern RROGBEDTES Like Ph etke 
NCC, Roman Catholics in Zambia aid in Lumpa crisis. ..... 


Kaunds Speake of  Zambials\ churches pol ure i eee oe Oe ne 


Art to communicate the Gospel e e e e * ° e e ° e ores . ° e ° 


New survey documents economic patterns affecting race relations © 


ECUMENICAL AND INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN BODIES 
Edugation leaders approve WCCESSA-~re-organisation .. aot ee MAE 
South ‘African SCA ends WSCF membership in apartheid dispute . 


Ne ,Longer merely ie .Symbo Rs si, Aa ne OMe ty el ae eat eo ta ow Crete ats 


WCC report will list Africa's top needs . Pee ah ee dee a 
Visser 't Hooft speaks of "a new Europe and a new world" .. 
Pending Spanish law termed "first step" towards religious 


i Liberty #86, Pe oc) rages oN aN ehh gig, Heel tg AML Vell ig Tipe ap ae Deli yr 2 iy oer lb wena 5 ily 


Kuropean Conference of Churches is formally constituted ... 
Asian churehes must determine ‘own missionaries! arrangements 
HACC .Veageracmunaedze as a ere eae beget ae nice Oper 
French churches critical of Buropean church conference ... 
Wider collaboration urged of Christian university students ~. 
"Youth dedications! on increase in Fast COLMA te.) wie cre en cele 
Asian ‘leaders ‘study mass cémmtniéation => po YP oy Seen, x ta 

’ Asian youth prepare ‘for ecumenical ‘assembly . . gh See EN eer ee 


WORLD CONFESSIONAL BODIES 
tutheran leader sees. "middle way" as Vatican Council outcome 


Vocational training centre formally opened in Jordan ....- 


Confessional bodies to clarify their policies . . ss «se. 
Watutsi refugees arrive in Tabora enroute to church-sponsored 

ATS SGT CMG IG 56S iascc ei Ge etmln's a wig ta Th las kana pata eed a techies Cees A ee 
Reformed leater.visitsr Rogpania 1s. \uweh able ueaeias ceiamnel eile 
Inter-confessional research centre Opening on February 1..é.. 
LW¥ executives denied entry to East OIE Y oi ces etl uke. det dteeeebanane 
4. African refugees resettled in Tanzania... .... se « Pere tet 


WORLD COUNCIL OF -CHURCHES 


-Churches! gifts-help Reformed in Hungary open new home for aged 34 


WOO Will’ survey “Atrida needa “ities ea lee. PR eae 
WCC leader defends its statements on Cyprus crisis ...<¢%. 
WCC sees industrial areas, university campuses as top 
J etaneed Lam 25 ele Oh ae eee Otaku mal Wh ce ati aC betel evs iu ie area aa 
Russian Orthodox :Patriarch visits World Council of Churches... 
Popets addvesa wiewen, with | resem csi) oy AN che GUN oc s cues LA ° 
Radical revision of liturgy seen required for mission impact 
$47,000 sought for '65 World Youth Projects... .... ss 
Dr. Nolde suggests steps towards solution of UN financial 
aasessment impasse fie see, Me he ae nr ba ee met an Aae ae 


° e e 


e ° ° nied | 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (cont. ) 


University of Geneva Dean opens discussion of central theme 
Py Pee eet eT ae OUT oe ph adap eis 4 wae e. se 0) wc, 0% <0 
WGC ea por mane a eb A GAS: POD. MES a ba) als See * as leche! ne. os 
Diaconate weLorm <n ecumenical “GOnCern: «se ies ele fe ence 0 ee 
Waritd- ounces) or, Churches will meet an’ Nigeria « s+. ite seuss 
New vemphaste- reported) invchurch «youth work ss ves se less 0 0) ee 
Pacific churches advance plans for own theological college .. 
Piste TOC hea iia Aa re art Ode ais), Wee i ede ices tel ass yes Wink hen oe. 
WCC ‘leader describes pan- ~Orthodox conference as "great step 

PROM UL sae et ch Peniheie Cibo: wilite vureX iedineis = Nab iaitte | Ney Sadek Seed pie laird Se 
Greetings of the World Council of Manes at the opening of 

the pan-Orthodox Conference at Rhodes on the lst November, 
BOG et AP be NS Ute Melia eR TK el Mal she a gt ee el te oe Ne hel ef te ts 
Cardinal Ritter San eR INeee article on, WCC Unity Week .... 
Usronurcnes Svudy five Major problem areas. ss e's "9 ‘ss ss 
Kast German church leaders study congregational renewal ... 
Paoiarseconomieat o1ne WOCesastitute staff 2.6 ete te. eo. oe 
DICARWS approves comprehensive aid plan for African emergen- 
Se te abe alr peeing PR Tig Cat ay headers Ue ek ie fe aie ete Mae hate he eee hse 
WCC project list now attracts more support, Dr. Cooke tells 
BET Ee ee a 2a US |e Peni ae te Pa ne a Sg 
Consultation recommends aids to help Christian laymen abroad . 
Cooperation is the next step says WCC observer in Rome... . 
Eine nOowe! pesned- nongured “ati dinner) sh. Se lel a ole sen esate 
African emergencies call for massive, long-term aid comprehen- 
eive pian approved by DIGARWS committee i «ss. ee ee tH we 
CCIA officers warn of impending UN financial crisis ..... 
New survey documents economic patterns affecting race 
BATE APS Cr aX Ae MEN Aan Riad “wh phe tie) et Mall Wa Net hw ial Ck ie ea Le ee Bali 
WCC delegation visiting Bulgaria... Dee at ker we al el halo eine 
Mixed reactions as Vatican Council tina s6ssion closes 2... 
Bulgarian Patriarch emphasizes need for "ecumenical theology" 
parogenn ‘study or congregational structure (ete) es ee kn 8 
in ee uresn Treiugees resebtied in Tangania + fo). ee se ee Se 
Christmas 1964: Message cf Dr. We Ae Visser ‘+ HoGlar.. fi) eps 
WCC appeals for $193,500 to aid refugees in India and Pakistan 
WCC official critical of Life magazine article on Congo ... 
WCC launches $3,000,000 Christian literature fund ..«.-e-«+-. 
DEGARWo 1965 project 11st aaks "for $18,749,070 2 oes 2. 
Vatican Secretariat names observers to WCC meeting ...... 
wcC to publish annual global survey of missions, churches .. 
IpOe Mtr oem mae ey ernoe mela tioned Vi gk see aoa sea ease 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 


Dr. Fry cites Christians! concern over "harassment" of 
Ye TS as 2 2g PRY EVAR Re Seay ae ame a ROS ee NN ao es 
Common moral frmturged to churches by Patriarch ......ee 


ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (See also Vatican Council II) 


Vatican and Hungary sign vact on 'practical' items .....-. 
Fobessetusne elie +00Greek, Orthodox Ohureh ‘Ws eces a ha eo oe alle 
Vatican resumes negotiations with Czechoslovakia ....e ese. 
POtereG attend wor ko coneren es (ai EnGTe UA ence eke hen ede hee ele 


ae 
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ss ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (cont.) Soe. | Rte teh 5) 
ae oe Millions to. observe Prayer for Unity, Weeki eistxs: teas wee eta td 
Inter-faith drive on poverty urged 5 eA wo et Hates. onan ae ttege Je “wR 
WCC leader describes’ “pan+ ~Orthodox conference as "great step. 4 
forward" eye cle an or tee te. her emt er el erage ee er) letter Cake Skee a meth oe 1. 
Cardinal speaks out on what East and Rome have inMcommon wks he tg 5 


Ea Cardinal Bea outlines future work of Vatican secretariat... 44 
dee Pepe meets Indian ‘churches’ deaders = ou a Bea. A ee on ehh 6 
Rete) Cardinal Koenig meets with Te lam Leader Mien 5 eel ete phil ta, lem eG 


Vatican Secretariat names observers bas WCCO. meeting . 
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CATEGORY: 113° Substance 


ANTI-SEMITISM 
Politics continues to complicate Vatican Council's debate on 
Tie OntUeon mi Ene ewan POOLE: ence ee hie eB a ee te Mehl y 


US Episcopalians assail deicide charge against OW vg Vwi ee ati ee 

South African Jews Fe gh nak ee et lo AUR Ret UE i Pe LPM 1 Lm Sy Ue da Daya ah eae kan a 
ATHEISM . . 

Communist, Feta Catholic relations setae in Togliatti 

‘ eto ° .# .e _« .¢ s e e e 2 ° oe ° ?¢ e * ° e e e e © e e e 44 

Realistic ee ere of churches urged:-in USSR journal article . 48 
BIBLE 


Dr. Gulldan leuds pi tie text: critical of other schema . . 39 
Interest in Bible as strong in East as West, Czech professor 
declares p NG ay e e e ° sie e es ° . e 2 e « e . @ e e s * ° * e AO 


BROTHERHOODS ND COMMUNITIES’ 
A "new deal" for nuns? ane ihe Oe RUMEN WH GaN aut gt Mie at elon AL AROS. bn wy seri att eee 


CHRISTIAN UNITY “AND ECUMENICAL ATTITUDES (See also Vatican Council ie 
Syrian Orthodox delegates hit segregation, racial violence . . 34 
Churches chided for unwillingness to move towards unity ... 34 
PO MENOG. Sache Gy WTO Pet ax POW OS ei lake Gul do ene hh et rea 
Local inter-denominational work permitted Pentecostal clergy . 37 
Arehhishop of Canterbury sees church "well on way" to Orthodox 

Pee CRITE OTL Mei eae) CoG Ad hla Selim ihe. fal ial dies \alereYbe (PW) He: \l chile ach" gba ta lhince S 
Vatican Council votes on ecumenism schema, .) i). 2 es5 See ot 3B 
Inter-denominational church planned for British university ... 39 
Cameroun uchunches will seek “organito unity ye ee bo ee ee D 
Cero inel bea Leadenmol biol Vatican observer) wie leloaaile WO erie aO 
Koumenical prayer services at Swiss fair termed "historic" . . 40 
21 million guilders collected for new churches jin Netherlands 40 
Miliionsstesotserve Prayer for Uni ty tweale josie aise ear eh oa ee 
Rome's new attitudes no cause for delay in pressing ecumenical 

ALLS Cee ere tee Rt Ui miF id gis SiMe MNT AUNT « oY ey aU RM COMEAY” SERN hie't Oreth ta! wit Wert Sei 
‘American Lutheran church approves den Beiatniien agency plan... 41 
Wider collaboration urged of Christian-university students .. 42 
Cardinal Ritter contributes article on WCC: Unity Week . .« « 42 
Mar. Thoma, leader gives views on Christian unity ....%. ae iae 
Unity hopes seen "fantasy" without local, cooperation... .. 42 
Niemoller's successor speakeron Vatican Counout wins a: Nie ese Modks 
Anglican bishop calls divided’ irc hee prema wet ris olek cette’ oes 
Cardinal speaks out on what East and Rome have in common... 43 
Decisions of the Third Pan-Orthodox Conference at Rhodes... 43 
Methodist churches plan year-long self-study ..... +s... 44 
Common, moral front urged to churches by Patriarch ...... 44 
Inter-confessional research centre opening on ebay EOE Bae aT (685: 
Change i SOUS CD YASS. UEC RU a tala le he eaten Sachi eR Sacaih et" Jie wating 
British: Catholic hierarchy commends joint pacman for unity . . 46 
Anglican leader urges RC leaders to approve services with 

VES NN saa AVOUT AIS erg rts ee RLS San Rae OR nC Ry 
‘Two: USA* Lutheran churches report progress in fellowship study 46 
UsA churches “set up ecumenical agencies. . 1 4). ae we wo AO 
Lutherans’ in Madagascar debate joining of WCC... .. +... 46 
New enunenical body for Scotiish ‘ohurches’ =... © «6 ce ces ete «6 AT 
Bishop Willebrands meets with Indian Christian leaders... . 48 


| « 
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CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS (see. also Religious Liberty) 
Protestant opposition forces re-study of school syllabus 
Vatican and Hungary sign pact on 'practical' items... 
rolisgh/ government accuses (hurls i¢ aoa ele e. to het 
Dr. Pry cites Christians! concern over "harassment" of 

PERLE VCH ETO 20 jah yet leh hae) tata uae \ ime ttgt gl Aaa Saviano ae gaa Pale 
Vatican resumes negotiations with Czechoslovakia .... 
Anti-religious pressures said to be increasing in Russia 
Anglican Syned refuses state grants to diocesan schools 


Catholic-Czech talks reported underway . .-. . ess « 
Catholic youth group in Spain protests against publicatio 
CRUST SI ay re si/Ltere ile viata eh a aia te tain tae g aria V8 eect Re Lea 


LWF executives denied entry to MOBt) CEPGGhy tivec ke feu calves 
Dutch government to finance churches! service projects in 
Covelopime GOUMGr LEB a atslise mh ei Arete ee eka ten ay Lage eae oe 
Hungary permits Roman Catholic seminarians to study in Ro 


VEUROH UN LON Gi: ee vu! 
Methodist groups oppose unity CED ORG wali tad vert bat eaeeee eed ean 
Easter 1980 - target date for union of British churches 
Date set for united church in Northern Rhodesia ... 
Union plan opposed by Oxford Conference . bahar eat aS 
Archbishop:of Wales says British unity target impossible 
New Zealand Baptists reject union talks because of Baptis 
PROV ESLONS: | eit bs Os I Actaeeh ae Seek ree Oc chy, ae 
‘Disciples move towards union-with United Church .... 
Five North Indian Lutheran churches reaffirm intention to 
TUL OB! a8 Yai Vals FEL) GNARL SP RS SOE Rm tect Sheree geile even Baa dan 
Kaunda speaks. of Zambiate churches ).!. Moai) Lei eye ° 
Major obstacles are cited at Baptist unity talks ... 
Remember Pentecostal groups in union plans, says Anglican 
ATOR DESH DM ie Bat VAN BY eB RNR ah ta Ros en Tae eka aad 
United, Disciples churches see union dependent on larger 
GOnSRLD STON: ose Cul, eatkenly gly niceties vues eae ee ae te 


n's 
* ° 


e e 


ne 


m 
e e 


American Baptists urged to-join ohurch uiion coneultation . 


‘Church uaion plans outlined in letter to church members 
Canadian Anglican-United c:zurch union plan presented « « 
4 churches in rural town thrive in unique union ... 

Australian Disciples approve uniun conversations .... 


No mandate for Anglican-Methodist union seen in London diocese 


Churches-in Swiss canton vote to unite... .<.0% SE A 
Two British churches agree on principles: for anion’ Semi 4 


CONFESSIONAL AND DENOMINATIONAL LIFE AND STRUCTURE 
First Africans elected as Methodist feleBi=3 S's be! = Me pyy iam + Sean ge 
Indonesian Methodists become autonomous ......e.. 
Chinese church not schismatic, Roman Catholic bishop says 
Joint letter emphasises Anglican interdependence .... 
Welsh Baptists reorganize service of ministers ...... 
Increase in Negro conversions to Catholicism reported in 
Canadian church adopts report on Christianity,. communism 
Decline of Protestants in former Cee BSE Bile ao cy sari 
Little hope for Christian expansion foreseen in Japan . 
Swiss churches write new church in Northern Rhodesia . . 
Yugoslav Methodists having easter time’ now se sks... eels 
Malaysia Methodists to study BU POISON as oa hata ee a ane 
Non-violent civil disobedience endorsed by USA bishops . 
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CONFESSIONAL AND DENOMINATIONAL LIFE AND STRUCTURE (cont. ) 


Greek Orthodox region adopts uniform constitution, finance. . 
Anerican, Lutheran church approves cooperative agency plan .. 
Protestant Latin American gains attributed to priest shortage 
ivory Coast Methodists mark 50th anniversary... .+.« 6 «6 - 
Fewer statues, images of saints forecast for Brazilian RC 

Cree Gs ana bariw igh vary ei Rees | Ml ace a) gira NSC iicy es wut GALTR ahh 
Japan church assembly votes down rules revision proposal... 
Protestant churches in Brazil city increase membership by 75 

Pe Mee se eR et MG SR, AB Me ee UY IR ie gata 1-2 “kee an 
Editor says Anglicans trust fund not "sancrosanct" . . . .-. . 
PUoyonRroOhes a tov ave) Maton orgy lem ‘SYOaE iw wails) (ale lemony Seca 
District in Assam found nearly 100 per cent Christian .... 
lajwanechurches plan form second century, . +) +... '* » «6.8» 6 
Increasing independence and self-support reported in Cuban 

Ree EEC MA on: te eaten ewes sis Ndahl Ge ciple us UE LALA oh Leoe mpi ltein aacebie 


CONSCIENTIOUS: OBJECTORS 


Ban Germaty) recent 2e8 COM hide a alle Jae leis ohh oll Lh eh bea 
Swiss pastor refuses military service, is jailed for month. . 


EDUCATION (general, Christian) 


New Presbyterian school aims at raising status: of Congo women 
Protestant opposition forces. re-study of school sylhabus ... 
Interdenominational school prayer for Tanganyikan students . 
Somivary enrolment on risen BastiiGermanyi A wes Sera ey oS 
Hducation leaders apprové WCCESSA re-organisation ..... +. 
Pacific churches advance plans for own theological college... 
Anglican Synod refuses: state: grants to diocesan schools ... 
big Christian education ‘convention ‘heldiin Korea se vis eas 
United. Church congregations support new curriculum, despite | 
REA eT Caen ie MOLAR ye MOS goign tau Mer cA ky: LEU R RURAL Sk cake 2 be iach oy tal GO 
Multi-racial, united college planned. in Southern Rhodesia .. 
Roman Catholic offer aids Congo Protestant UMEVGr SLC Us ASS 
Bible distribution in Colarado schools ruled BAS AI Vg ecadath ie 
New controversy over: Canadian church curriculum continues . : 
Us ‘churches study five-major problem’ areas wo ete a ek 
'Youth- dedications! on increase in. East POAT Ihe bees ot ale dna yal As 
Oe ene MMO Uae e Lhe VO Nal ails Wiehe lus Weil le oe sella ok oS anes 
East German churches critical of proposed school curriculum . 
Australian. state's. schools set religious education syllabus . 
UNESCO, churches. seek closer cooperation in African education: 


ETHICS (personal,’ professional, social) 

. Canadian Anglicans criticise birth control legislation .... 
Swedish bishops uphold stand on sex, marriage .....«.e.e.e 
Controversial editor retained by Sweden's Lutheran DiSHODS \sjare 

Dutch Roman Catholic’ doctor questions R.C. birth control stand 
“Maryland Council of Ohurches condemns Lottery propos ty s\s: Mets 
Priest» says Catholics can accept support of birth control 


plans Suid a Ws “anise ELON gist MP COS SOT rey re SS le ore Peja Mah, eit a 5 vay eee tg > tg pk git ey 
Cardinal Cushing disavows "cut and dried" approach to problem 
ay & birth control’ ° ° ¢ ° e a o ° ° ° s ° e e ° * . e s ° 


French Reformed Church endorses birth control .. Pe Wane sae et 
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EVANGELISM 
WCC sees industrial areas, university campuses as top evan- ~ 
, BSLLAM “MESES eo etre ee etm, we de se RAG toe Te ate hm eR ee ag RS ly SME wes.) 
Kast German church leaders study congregational renewal ..-. 42 
Evangelical union officer terms Hinduism a culture ... ..« «. 43 
European study of congregational structure’... ye eee 5 


FESTIVALS 
Protestant-Catholic "Day of Renewal" urged to replace 
/Reloria Clon | Day cei inayat) wen eel ea Ot bs pay ete ie ai aa ok yeaa 
Christma: LOGY ssid hie eMesiihe hisuipos Meu Neal tae Nath are Re ml AG 


INFORMATION 
Korean’ press law suspended; churches had opposed it ... . «. 35 
Catholic youth group in Spain protests against publication's 
GENSOLBELD |) > pele! )s': shemale tar ve biter in Me nist net reat tin mr ect mem Re amnnls et I 
Religious ‘press ‘asked to" expand. horiwons™ .l* <i." ie te “oN ete ww ene 
Asian leaders’ study mags ‘communication. 4. nibas tie) en sae ene 
Christian century selects Catholic, Jewish "editors-at-large" 44 


INTER-CHURCH AID (see also Refugees) 

Churches! gifts help reformed in Hungary. open new home for 

PEL Tih wtS eth eth baad! Vigth dies Nant Leeks petunia dads arhln Ree, «Aa bag Mk wags vias Recast neal ock ce Wi At ae 34 | 
WOG Winkle seme yh Pain eat ok le. aaah ie RL be mes a Soma acim tige ss. OA. 
WOO mepontrwi li Tet. Atri ca a: POpWNCGd din rs eure jones eiengetnea ments ag . 
CWS project converts seawater for use on parched island ... at, 
CWS brings Greek islanders fresh water from the sea ...«.«. 38 
Asian churches must determine own. missionaries’ arrangements, 

e ACES (lee em Byram eis 1 Gh nia ainot) wad Mahl dae: gar Mell ab sell ober aiaeem naan eae tiene: 39 
Church World Service speeds aid to two disaster areas . . « 39 
NCC, Roman Catholics in Zambia aid in DUMPS, CPVeLe rauys. shaetuetise 40 
Milk shortage threatens US churches! overseas feeding 

PROSTAMMSE haere aie cw) velvet tes do ec tens tol gens etiiiah aehiite teh ueittoh Marte d debthes OAL 
Coventry Cathedral fund will aid German NOs petals il oy fs. panmanee 14S 
DICARWS approves comprehensive aid plan for African 

EE GTO CS bia, Pel vite bee (oh: arene Lald teu Vaukiaiestele Hoe come cates. aia aaa 
wCC project list now attracts more support, Dr. Cooke tells 

p DIG ARWS, a,’ «iter Raita im Medel wtles tod teh ites mil. aun Ten omne eyes GaRee, caer reer 42 
Churches;seek to eid flood-ravaged Vietnam «Serum! sic uk ates 
African emergencies call for massive, long-term aid comprehen- 

sive. plan approved by DICARWS committees . . .. «ss. hile *h5 
JADEN Cit t B08) rire .churehcda. Koreas 5 4. liu om coniwestes pee 44 
Ununches sald Yusos bev.rlood. any ivr tra ob) hs alee een ee ee 45 
Australian, council: plans 1965 aid progfamme’ S16 So. tn es 45 
US Lutherans to send milk catiteen to Calcutta ....... AT 
DICARWS 1965° project list asks for PLO eT gy cet eth eee ann eck 48 
USA ‘churches*ald Mississippi Delta area 7 sree Oe 6 ieee a 


INTER-CHURCH. CONTACTS, EXCHANGES AND RELATIONS 
Strong delegations named to Conference of European Shurches . 35 
Russian Orthodox, Patriarch visits World Council of Churches . 35 
Lutherans decline to join Norwegian Free Church Council .. eG 
Pope, returns, relic to Greek Orthodox, Ciurch :. « ele! koe « 36 
Russian Patriarch concludes London Ni tad tettele aire ia tay Lae ates ee 
Nevlonger tere ly 4, aymbodics 6. y eechatn | ueeee a wie, Mk ke et eee ee 
Clergy exchanges reported help ta Iron Qurtain churches ..., bas 
Visser 't Hooft speaks of "A new Europe and a new world" ... 37 


. . : » 42 
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INTER-CHURCH CONTACTS, EXCHANGES AND RELATIONS (cont. ) 
Russian church leaders visit Protestant churches in the DDR . 
European Conference of Churches is formally constituted ... 
Pulpit exchange, united evangelism effort urged by Jamaican 
DE ES Ge eme TaM Wol Valve? Ged (rete tal cath tage tikes 0° (vat Palle oo ae ial Cate el ta) aren Ne 
Next Church of Scotland Moderator is nominated . .’. « « « oe « 
hed Orined. Leatier: Mis TGs: TO Umar ee eal psi et Janile 0 0h bey be fief nem ne) He das ue 
Catholic-Episcopalian service set an first Sunday of Advent . 
UL ee eet Vee et bore ot ies d'sV tall -s) jap) poh ite neh) eS ded “at vms- one. ca 
Bulgarian Patriarch emphasizes need for "ecumenical theology" 
Chaplaincy for Common Market personnel studied . ......e 
Porn Ves tiditat COMPGNes me LeaGer ese t's! ye osu vel vws le “eet eee 8 Pe 
Spanish priests ta visit Dutch Protestant leaders .. s sa » 


INTER-CONFESSIONAL RELATIONS 
Newman Club delegates endorse ecumenical projects ..... -. 
Catholic-Protestant relations in Mexico reported improving. . 
Pope sees Ghurch ready for "honourable, serene dialogue"... 
service to “all-faith" membership challenge for YMCA... . 
Protestant-Catholic dialogue planned in New Mexico . ...e.-. 
Joint ecumenical organization advocated by Bangalore meeting . 
Peers tomo miles Lan NOV.) LI ROUSE fay Mellidey etal s hak ate Welle 
WCC leader describes pan-Orthodox conference as "great step 
ON UW bali A, vane aii a Qidedy: 0 aba la Lele Watinaloon Ue Lae EAT ate ioe (ae 
Wider collaboration urged of Christian university students . . 
Anglicans, Protestants in India welcome Pope Paul's visit .. 
Pregebapestontspdake itavdounoi irfathére hale Sale) & Gas eieliederts 
Decisions of the Third Pan- Orthodox Conference at Rhodes... 
Cardinal Bea outlines future work of Vatican secretariat ... 
Ecumenical Pome tao nan weeee We Oba: ouitiis tis tia eee ge weck bake 


INTER-FAITH RELATIONS 

University of Geneva:Dean opens discussion of central theme 
Prue OL. Ca rae PE OTIGOL: | sels pil cere Se) fe) ie) 8 hee tee ie 

Bishop of Antwerp gives reasons for stressing closeness with 
aM Uae eee MEMOS Rr cars) Caeeins Caicet Me uke v6.16 ele deca Kk uk fete ee 

Rabbi calls for better understanding between Jews, conserva- 
Pe Wee GAte a Cee et snow Melis sa) suis be seis yet te ie ee 

(otro len sencounter! planned. ty hingleand 5 5c. 

Roman Catholic theologians discuss non-Christian Pete LONG vege 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS . 
WoC aan ro wrobes tL Make roe ta abtt taeda t. velba ce Le “ee Save 
East German aged will be permitted to visit West .... +... 
Conference on Christian approaches to defeuee and disarmament 

Dr. Nolde suggests steps towards solution of UN financial 
pe eee Urn Or ebes eel ae De tiie os insg 1 'hg ta) ah kgs al weet ves Seo are Sat ig il 
teraclis rip up road buidt with helpiof churchéd otek es wa 
Hk LD Counesd \welcomes) Herlin visit plan .)cve sg 8 i.e ae woe 
Church agency asks negotiated "disengagement" in Vietnam... 
Church urges diplomatic ties between Israel, W. Germany ... 
CCIA officers warn of impending UN financial crisis ....e. 
Appeal agksoW., German recognition of Israel. ss sie. * sek 
Australian NCC critical of PeLOnGe NPA GUEe E.'s ve oe ieinteiiemincie. 6 
Japanese Korean laymen seek better national relationships .. 
Prague Peace Conference leaders condemn MLF .....e«.seee 

_ Swiss churches urge protection of rights of Cypriote Turkish 

aes eed ane MILE GEREN Ghee ek rg Se ie Win atc enckie® a y eh eee 
Dr. King urges withdrawal of mercenaries from Congo ...e.. 
WCC official critical of Life magrz'ne article on Congo ... 


taf 
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LAITY ; . 
Project planned to spur lay participation . os AT SE TORS BEN Or Ae Yj 
US churches study five major problem FE aL VWs Maya Van nN aa SCRE Riau ental E) 
Consultation recommends aids to help Christian laymen abroad . 42 


LITERATURE 
Bible distribution in Colarado edhoers ee ee oe Sen) busty here 2 
WCC launches $3,000,000 Christian literature fund ...... 48 
WCC to publish annual global survey of missions, churches y oe 


LITURGY AND FORMS OF WORSHIP 
» Radical revision of liturgy seen required for mission impact * 0 
‘The world in the RESTART RO oOo fon Sed. Shir uhiaas ha pcan” Ralln 6 tale ad etter tet an gna Bit 
Archbishop sees heed. for. liturgy nerorm, cuca pie ee eh ete AT 


MINISTRY 
Diaconate reform an ecumenical, concern. ci. < s . cue Miele Ha: 
Westphalia Synod approves women pastors, under certain . 

GOnGd BLOM a.m Gaby le ute sy SUE ot yma yl ey) WOR ER ee ee 40 
Mexican Presbyterians to study ordination of women .'.. . pete yi t 
USA/NCC streamlines WOT GG, BIO PO LG Pay a Welt Das) tehive rue gta e th eneg ee 


MISSIONS (hotre and foreign) | 
Mere visas for missionaries urged by Soluaia se predate incre tel 
Mbovasb Lanes mis s20nar ywha Gl odie arte Weise UN te eee ae. 
National missions "frontier" held.social, not Saket shan eat ypyih 

PROD Lens: | iat AC VP AR PIG ou a ae sre caesar ite 
Asian churches must determine own ec ne ea oe 
HACG-leaders.emphasize .. ate liNe hg bie, < Stet otis TP RMauenTE 
-21 million guilders collected res new Stinenied in Netherlands 
Mafti's. religicus decree bans sale of land to foreigners ... 
East Germany approves.street collections: to aid ChUrchesiAwie Ay 
Joint Paris Mission, younger churches efforts in evangelism 
See ME Oa ce aa CG. whit woo acterte aed Lae obese a elas Meck ee ed Mad! sae Oty 
Missions schema comes under heavy fire at the Vatican Council 
5 mission boards active'in joint recruitment programme .... 
.. Inter-denominational cooperation in some mission work forecast 
German church stresses mission responsibilities Pe ee 
United Ciurch officials denied visas TO AT Be ark hon letra tate oie ie 
African’ diplomat praises churches! ‘contributions to continent . 
“wee to publish annual global survey of missions, churches .. 


MIXED MARRIAGES 
French Protestants issue new statement on mixed heruteae 5 ° 
Expert warns against "mixed marriage" with sect TD NE ig igh dae 
Bishop Dibelius forecasts changes in "nixed marriage" 

WUAOE LOG ia uc pore Waban ne Hr ae niet le ee 


NATIONAL. INDEPENDENCE AND BUILDING 
Statement. on proposed consultation of Opinion in Southern 
eel Pe en arn me rra ties Par arumneit y werei.y Name ve eer key td, 
_Christian action group letter protesting ageinst Rhodesian 
eniete!: membre, Bet peri. IED See 1 alr ies a tacndl lou Bine man ete cu ° 
_ Rhodesia votes for independence despite Christian group 
PLOCSSL Ss.’ oa. 5.0, catha ids igubhiec ce hart Ace: Be sn Be Me ae rae @ athe 
Basutoland religious leaders urge responsibieivotane: sk. Gnwieus 
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NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIO“S 
Thousands at Rosh Hashana service in Leningrad ...'...-. 


New-emphasis on social service by-Buddhists, Moslems in Ceylon 


Muslim leaders’ hope one day to have mosque in Rome ..... 
Ceylonese cabinet supports Buddhism as state religion ... 
‘Buddhist sect influence concerns Japanese Christians .... 
Vardi nad yKocnievmesteiwith ‘dalam Lender ie. dire Cote wes ekg 


NUCLEAR ENERGY AND WEAPONS 
Dr. Hromadka views China's bomb with "deep anxiety" .... 
Japan church opposes atomic submarines’ visits ... +... 
Prague Peace Conference” Leaders condemn MLE. ve 2 ues. 0 20 
British, French churchmen confer on nuclear weapons control 


ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

Orthodox theologians move to end 1,500- year misunderstanding 

Pan-Orthodox meeting Nov. 1-15 in Ries Neri Vela) stro a heie et, |eetkwh bs 

WCC leader describes pan-Orthodox conference as "great oe 
OT MET ie her wl. Ahi ie i A : a edhe . 

Greetings.of the Hovid Panngat of Minhonee at ie beanie of 
the pan-Orthodox Conference at Rhodes on the lst November, 
1964 ® e . ° eo e ne) a} ° e 2° Ge DP ase Bet ere, eight’ eA” a a> 6 


Decisions.of the Third Pan-Orthodox Conference at Rhodes. . 


PERSONAL LIBERTY ' 
Anglican bishop questions justice in sedition-case . ./.. 


Mr. ‘Sithole sentenced to 12 months for nationalist activities 


Bast Germany releases many imprisoned pastors ... prada ot 
Deportation of Bishop Dodge called "warning" to Ai edie oe ae 
Cure atl emt Ore Yeo RGEC: ul, ai le eli ercenle Gels eo colons 


PERSONALITIES 
Dr. King will assign prize funds to rights movement .°... 
Next Church.of Scotland Moderator isinominated 4% .6s 2.0% 
Pet uecevewards LOT y Dame Mav. -Cirrwent ii. py s oS eB ad ete eve Mo ences. de 
Pee n ee Oe eM OTe Ne OMIM a clive \\e- lel ‘eve be ie ve. ee 
De eeeOOnomL eh Jims WUC. Tet Gupe, Bhatt) eu ecke) ea eevee 
PeeeOnwe LW Dertnes POnOuned. 20 CLTIUGI, os g kets ocak eh ontece ns 
Greece's Queen, now a lutheran, will receive instruction in 
Se uae cer a ee ty ca dy aig SGN CIAL Salt ii ta: hg 


PUBLICATIONS_ ‘en 
£1 million: appeal to Se ene onda SATA Re a ee Bee ate) Ug 
Bible distribution in Colarado schools ruled illegal .... 
New ecumenical hymnal in Spanish and Portuguese ....ee. 
WCC launches $3,000,000 Christian literature fund  ..... 


RACE RELATIONS | 
Syrian Orthodox delegates hit segregation, racial violence ° 
Brenop wilu 87 Home Ram em by nna ee Gey hi disease - ceatcei tan otf 
Anglican bishop. says South Africa is "police state" .... 
Roman Catholic journal attacks apartheid in church... . 


23 Mississippi churchmen to help rebuild burned Negro churches 435 


Squth African .SCA ends WSCF membership in apartheid dispute 
British youth urge action against South African apartheid . 
NCC agency asks federal intervention in acer se ts ay Wark tae Wig 
Verwoerd denounces Methodist resolution .. eae eee an 
North Carolina klan holds clergymen during ive AE AY a ears be 


° 
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RACE RELATIONS (cont.) 
United Church.Women condemn extremists, criticize several : 
BOIS w mie Te up hie ee iw Dante Diet og eid ce Uid Ue iRA ean me Rano iit anis Genter ce 
- Methodist.leader denies Premier's charge of church "politics". . 38 
* Anglicans in Pretoria move towards full racial integration .. 38 
Induction of African bishop seen influencing racial justice « 39 
British churches urge anti-apartheid measures . . « « » « « » 40 
Strong reaction: to British statement in So. Africa <i 1s 2's. « 40 
Non-violent civil disobedience endorsed by USA bishops . .... 40 
Multi-racial, united college planned in Southern Rhodesia .. 40 
Christian a‘tion group letter protesting against Rhodesian | 

i Ohdets Mee CINE ARG EN sly eng tag tee tered ty cite ing cert taniiye at ev eer 
Anglicans will name African chief of race relations department Al 
Archbishop of Canterbury expresses concern at misrepresen- 

tation of apartheid statement . 2. 2 se se ee ee we eo AO 
Anglican bishop, condemns So. Africdan "detention! law wos 74>. 142 
Rhodesia votes for independence despite Christian group . 

PMR O Te GB sige! she a ee al wil Pee al ahs Gal ae Ngan ie ey an eta rl se, Aeon ee an 
US churches study five major problem) areas ss 6's.) S4s%s 08 42 
South African editorial calls "self-development" programme 

white man's power "play os: 9 ee yencey lie Wika alee lea aie oe ee 
New survey documents economic patterns affecting race 

WE LE BRO isa Te Merge al a Wie HSH SHARIN gt iethl ae Meee Rae siehkkes aioe RECn emis Penne a 
Verwoerd! conG@emns NUK church councie, l. ve) sae ee was emia ee wena etien el 
Mississippi Christians urged to work towards end of race | 

ADECULEeIIOL arta Ca He Ae ONE EER Vie te om ay ae e PENT) Tet we 
Georgia Church comer elects Negro president ers. ia om mea (ee eee 
British ‘church Leaders see Foreign Secretary 2.5 4 s\si~ us «240 
Dr. King warns Britain of growing raoe Drou Leis vie) tae cas, wupeuneo 
US publisher condemns churches! "bit player" role in rights 

BUPURBSL OER. Val Se eh re Nats mute! Catt a a wot Le pein Ce aetat aan en reres 
So. African church may restrict overseas study of seminarians 47 
south African.bishop condemns race "scandal" . . ... +. +. 48 


REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS (Sée alsa Inter-Church Aid): 

Vozational training centre formally opened in Jordan ..... 37 
TCRS gives Mo2ambique refugees blankets, clothes ..... oe AA 
Watutsi refugees arrive in Tabora enroute to church-sponsored 

BSS 6. DAMS ee ea a tales: 10s pela iat) wl We? Weal ad mal RRS” Aaa ne ee a Cee at 
DICARWS approves comprehensive aid plan for African emergen- ’ 
CRBS lok, hee eh el te gar) atta) Lhe leet pe es let che) Sa ie he RE i ee nae 

African .emergencies.call for massive, long-term aid comprehen- 
Sive plan approved by DICARWS committee. Volo Soe i. sae 43 
HH. African refugees mesettléd in Tangania Tec see. ed 
Australia: council plang13965. aid iprogramme si. Ce Pee Oe A we a 
Indian leprosy patients aid Pakistani refugees 2... 6 (es< se 46 
woc appeals for $193, 500 to aid refugees in India and Dales van AT 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY (See also Church-State Relations) 
‘Approvel of Bill.forsSpanish. Protestants ‘forecast oie Foe ead 
‘Baptists arnéeted ii Cube we decity: attr Ward sie ta ch aotac elt eh yt ties aca ep nato nae 
Spanish Protestant leader sees end of major religious liberty 
- CONEWEG TS vdeo el yosel te Mel! ey Deaton Le Ra bives. iuleet he veas tie: SOAP AN Molin ii bes eas 
Callegiality vote géts mixed’ press ‘reception 6.90 2.8. . Vag = 36. 
Thousands at Rosh Hashana service in Leningrad wpb Mit, fhe geal tia: Nah Saas 
Polish ponennmnen Bocuse a -Chuer ok ial af rele RR igauda aie ee at la lovatan awe ore 
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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY (See also Church-State Relations) 


Pending Spanish law termed "first step" towards religious 

WE CRRA he RRS fa, SelTGhl SNE DN MR ae ia code tees tN. ula Fahour) 40 
Chaplains' commission rune compulsory chapel attendance . . 
ieee De er Le PY A Ws ai be ow whl ws et iia (ec 8 0.) ey 8 ie 
Prelate defends role of Spanish hierarchy in religious liberty 


debate ° ° ° ° e w e ° * 2 e e e e ° tT ® e * e e ° e ° * ° 
Catelonia area Catholics support strong religious liberty 
declaration e ° s ° ° e a * ° . ° ° © e e e e « . e e ” ° e 


Prominent Jesuit expects approval of religious liberty declar- 
Pi eHer tea Meena Mth, atom MO Se ET Ae PET UIAD IS, Vinh ake Ee We BMG) ta Ra! Linh alias Vel Ue 
Yugoslav Communists drop ban on church activities by party 
RG GP ae are pe yh itge onal e es ge! gal alpte eal wel, aiden fay OL Me vel et -/e) tie tanned 
Landmark decision confirms religious liberty in Nigeria ... 
Spanish prelate warns against Pal alae lous CLLwer Uy oi cet PO be ve 


REPENTANCE -ACTIONS AND RECONCILIATION 


Otros el OOnCNeh I (POLO TOM elias elie. 8. 10 wire ie aye ie lays 
(Guta repentance actiona! in Bast Cermanvr. . * \o.8 8 ie 6) 8% 8 


SACRAMENTS 


‘Rector warns parents who break baptismal promises ath et eh ein ot dee 
Nelawi Anelicans “approve ‘Communion for sdivorcesd) kel eicd ah ee 


SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS AND CHRISTIAN ACTION 
. Methodists elected to high political office in Malaysia... . 
Episcopalians urged to adopt statement on immorality of 

SO en, eNO R ie bu CO bial let ie ge weg sie ow lee ie. ei ae mi 
-"Council for civic responsibility" launches drive on extremism 
eC ee Pee tet Ge lal alk hein Bo ey, Sm Light NW diese > cache fle iem Ug tile 
-American Baptists of New Jersey speak on political issues .:°. 
Mombasa.churches study mission in rapid social change ..... 
Pilot project to combat illiteracy undertaken in northeast 

Be ee ane Yes Ma ae We Ga Ngee eal ig. Sac ie Ned GRO R Te Sil a. is! cass te sidach wa vee ek 
ore vOU une ice FOMrmIN OU eLM eg UPL, uel eke oe. ea age) : 
Cardinal Cushing will not oppose birth control law amendments 
BuGtrarian WOURCLE rosrets Visa Tefusada i's We Oey oe let ete 
‘Sepeistoumove towardescodperation in-migrant! aid). seeks eh. 
Wecevata us irivekom poveEh yr UrPeG ls ne Wh Ne MAG SOSA. Bee 


New Chanea®ohurch urges, disavowal of “cargo cult ™ oe. cin 
‘Basutoland religious leaders urge résponsible’ voting... . 
French youth begin "Year of Service" .. mite Coal h whee ial Wi. | earnest 


‘Churches map aid work for migrant’ a ce eae iairah he MEAN le ASO ths 
Prencivcrurel wouk mathe poral tev w i We Pies SLY oo bog ay 
‘Unity messages span’ "wall" dividing Lutheran Synod ....... 
‘SWISS *APPEOVE (Overseas ald programmer. 6 wew DPA a Sosa 
‘Wasgeipkes- 20 USA toralao"égstressedvarea" familtes: ) we. wer ee. 
USA churches launch new attack on "ghetto areas" «.. 2 « eeus 
Spanish-speaking persons in USA to get Disciplestaid « . . « » 
.US religious leaders protest against congressional investigate 


Dora OTe AT eae Lan ght ge re ca aE ONCE, Ge olds VU ae GAS Wht gal an ora een 
Dutch.government to finance churches! service projects in 
developing countries ... Sate tach a a ua cia tute eesti cal fey heat alee 


Reform recommended of British Sunday laws Re DMR Ge RCI EA 4, 
Peeters Onuren Wemcere la wna peta Bol ee Bul oh eke way cule) does m acelrae 
Swiss F.O-R. supports aid plan for developing nations ... i 
Seme British churchmen cautious about proposed change in ‘ 

OR ray rete OST ae Ue PO REET Pag cs et 6 aly th aL nl hethaaetaanh al catr. ade aye wee Oe 
Vek seteronere gl Missi eetppy DEL PA USPeA so. 9. wetiesce) <o tee «ae fe 
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STATISTICS : : 
Seminary enrolment on rise in Fast Lam TE, uieit AR lee tebee Seals . 
East German church reports fewer, but more faithful members . . 


THEOLOGY — . . 
"Bishops avoid issue" British paper charges « «'+ + « © « « «© » 
A fifteenth station of the: CLOSET Mee Rg he He tee a ee ver eRe ge nw 


VATICAN COUNCIL II (See also Roman Catholic Church) 
eve one web sees "middle way" as Vatican Council outcome . 
Pope's address viewed with reserve + «+ + © 6 ¢ © ¢ © #9 & #8 
Collegiality vote. gets mixed press reception ». + + © e # # « « 
Pope sees Church ready for "horcumble, serene dialogue" efile nee 
Bishcp of Antwerp gives reasons for stressing closeness with 
eT ewe eal elias ate Pak atin iO sate Rie atin Ganka TA il ot tie! he) Sig eran alee ae Teen EY 
Politics continues to complicate Vatican Council's debate on 
the Church and the Jewish people ... - + + 4 +5 2 2 2 pedir 
"Bishops avoid issue'l) British paper charges « « + »« «’ 2 « « Pa 
Diaconate reform an ecumenical concern . .« . SS gen tpl Sen ad ie 
Women observers at Vatican seen step forward in a\wechts self- 
ohalekepalcari-ra tebe OT Me OCT mere Mr Mer Se ute ge ot Le ati, ya 2 eo 
Vatican Council votes on ecumenism schema « + + + + 6 s © « « « 
Dr. Cullmann lauds liturgy text: critical of other schema + « « 
Cardinal Bea lenis. roll of, Vaticdn observers <6 she “0-476 0) ® 
Fewer statues, images of saints forecast for Brazilian RC 
rep CEY Trey tal a? (teat red) eee Mims eh tke Viel ey) eikeNaneg ive <a owt = gi Maia e iene Re eas 
Cooperation-is the next step says WCC observer in Rome . «s « « 
Missions schema comes under heavy fire at the Vatican Council . 
Ao th ans Chae ee etree A CAD ld Covi Nara NS mere anteater erat 
French pastor speaks’ to Council fathers’. » « « + wa 6 0 6 © 2 
Mixed reactions as Vatican Council third session closes . « « -« 
More comments on Vatican Council session . « « « «© © © e's «© »« 
Prominent Jesuit expects approval of religious liberty declar- 
ERB Bee Wa Ade Me gece yeaah ira Mekal) OMIA hard wt GRU) wig ha ech Utena ain 
German: theologian critical of Vatican Council results . .*. . . 47 


WOMEN AND CHILDREN | | Sines 
New Presbyterian school-aims at raising status of Cengo women. 34 7 
First woman observer at Vatican Council . 2 6 es © 6 « 2 © # + 3D 
United Church Women condemn extremists, criticize several 

BE OUp wk had wi, Ber Aga pnt gta QR ite ling 8 Barer Pe ia Ree alae ary eel oe 
Women observers at Vatican seen step forward in Church's self- 

understanding ERE Sea RE La LT ae Tee eee ea ok eo ae 
Westphalia. Synod approves women pastors, under certain con- 

ditions hI pas Alain tl okie Teh aE To hae gece Beata aight otic cite.” gp Sym Be erie ng Man earn RE 
Mexican Presbyterians to study ordination of women «.« «+ «+ « « » Al 
Norwegian clergy association votes to. admit women members. . . 46 


YOUTH - 

Student Christian federation supports Johnson ticket bias Pee” 
18 youths in long term ecumenical work camp in Bali... . 
Combined iaationg atdsConsoteseyouth > We wwe eee) wee 
$47,000 sought for '65 world youth projects 2.1. 5. 6 6 «6 © 
New emphasis reported in-church youth work .... 6 « « « e« 
Wider oollaboration urged of Christian university students 
‘Christian encounter! planned in England « -« «+. «ss - one 
tYouth -dedications' on increase in Bast’ Germany’. « « »« « e 
French youth begin. "Year: of ‘Service 25. es is 6 ate oS % 
Churchmen help fight against school drop-outs ... .. . . e 

. Asian youth prepare for ecumenical assembly .... Pee an ie ds 


